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The future
is now for
White Sox’s
Moncada

The top prospect is the
centerpiece of the team’s
rebuild. While not every-
one lives up to the hype,
many think he is on his way
to bigger and better things.
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Workers
welcome

tax-cut
bonuses

But experts doubt
lasting impact of
one-time payments

BY LAUREN ZUMBACH,
ROBERT CHANNICK
AND ALLY MAROTTI
Chicago Tribune

Paola Hinton’s hands
were shaking in December
as she pulled out bundles of
cash and gave each of her 20
employees a $500 bonus.
No one in the crowded back
room at Five Senses Spa,
Salon and Barbershop in
Peoria had ever seen
$10,000 in cash, and Hinton
had it all in a little briefcase.

The employees’ faces lit
up, recalled Hinton, who
launched the business al-
most 12 years ago. She has
never been able to give
bonuses like this before, but
the new federal tax law
passed late last year made it
possible, she said.

“It’s a direct impact,” said
Hinton, 41. “I know if I give
them $500, they’re going to
be able to go do whatever
they need to do.”

The sweeping tax over-
haul, which President Don-
ald Trump signed into law
Dec. 22, permanently low-
ers the corporate tax rate
from 35 percent to 21 per-
cent, among other changes.
Republicans supporting the
measure said the business
tax cuts would benefit
workers, as well as share-

Turn to Bonuses, Page 16

TAX TIME: A rundown of
what to know this tax sea-
son, including what the new
tax law will (and won’t)
mean for you. Business

In wake of #MeToo movement, sex ed is evolvmg

Area center going
mobile, adjusting
focus of lessons

By VIKKI ORTIZ HEALY
Chicago Tribune

For millions of people
who grew up in the Chi-
cago area, learning about
their bodies from Valeda,
the transparent, comput-
erized talking woman at
the Robert Crown Center
for Health Education in
Hinsdale was as much a
part of puberty as shop-
ping for their first bras or
adjusting to voice changes.

On Friday, the Robert
Crown center packed up
Valeda and other exhibits,
vacating the one-story
building where the non-
profit hosted field trips for

Invasive mussels rapidly filter the water,
decimating algae and fish populations

By TONY BRISCOE
Chicago Tribune

Decades ago, Lake Michigan
teemed with nutrients and green
algae, casting a brownish-green
hue that resembled the mouth of
an inland river rather than a vast,
open-water lake.

Back then, the lake’s swampy
complexion was less than invit-

ing to swimmers and kayakers,

but it supported a robust fishing
industry as several commercial
companies trawled for perch and
sport fishermen cast their lines
for trout.

But in the past 20 years, Lake
Michigan has undergone a dram-
atic transformation. In analyzing
satellite images between 1998
and 2012, researchers at the
Michigan Tech Research Insti-
tute were surprised to find that

Lake Michigan and Lake Huron
are now clearer than Lake Supe-
rior. In a study published late last
year, the researchers say limiting
the amount of agricultural and
sewage runoff in the lake has had
an immense impact. However,
the emergence of invasive mus-
sels, which number in the tril-
lions and have the ability to filter
the entire volume of Lake Michi-
gan in four to six days, has had an
even greater effect.

“When you look at the scien-
tific terms, we are approaching
some oceanic values,” said

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
As shown in a July view of Oak Street Beach, Lake Michigan’s water has become clearer — a change caused by invasive species, scientists say.

Lake Michigan is clearer,
a bad sign for marine life

Michael Sayers, a research engi-
neer at Michigan Tech and co-
author of the study. “We have
some ways to go, but we are
getting a lot closer to Lake Tahoe.
A lot of times, youll hear from
people that the water is so blue it
compares to something in tropi-
cal areas”

While appealing, the clarity
comes at a significant cost to
wildlife. In filtering the lake, the
mussels have decimated the
phytoplankton, a single-celled,

Turn to Lake, Page 8

Chicago-area elementary
and middle school stu-
dents for more than 40
years. The center is transi-
tioning to an all-mobile
approach, bringing its sex-
ual health programs di-
rectly into schools, where
educators want to avoid
costly bus rides and save
precious classroom time in
an age of high-stakes man-
datory testing and budget
shortfalls.

The move illustrates the
evolution of sex education,
which has received re-
newed focus from educa-
tors in the wake of the
#MeToo movement.
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Suicide bomber

in ambulance
kills 95 in Kabul

Attacker able to evade
security, detonate explo-
sives near EU consulate.
Nation & World, Page 25

Amid misconduct
claims, casino
mogul quits RNC

Nation & World, Page 25

has come forward to re- . ’

port decades of sexual cons to a possible

misconduct, abuse of ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE .
Scott Nitza, left, and Madeline Clay, from McMillen Health in Fort Wayne, Ind., disman- Vallas mayor bld
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Tom Skilling’s forecast nigh36 Low23

Chicago Weather Center: Complete
forecast in Nation & World, Page 37
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Tour the Printing Plant: Visit the inside of the Trib-
une’s Freedom Center for a two-hour tour of the printing
presses, press plates and enormous paper rolls, and get a
taste of the Tribune’s history. 9 a.m. Feb. 16, Chicago
Tribune Freedom Center, 777 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago.
$25 tickets. Free parking, lot opens 20 minutes before
start of tour. For tickets, go to chicagotribune.com/
freedomcenter

M Other Freedom Center tour dates for 2018 include
March 16, April 20, May 18, June 15, July 20, Aug. 17, Sept.
14 and Oct. 5. Tickets for tours go on sale one month
before the event date.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE BOOKS

“The Chicago Tribune Book of the Chicago Black-
hawks: A Decade-by-Decade History” The Chicago
Blackhawks, one of the NHL'’s “Original Six,” have been
building a storied legacy since their founding in1926. And
the Chicago Tribune has been covering it all from the very
beginning. This comprehensive collection includes archi-
val photos, original reporting, player profiles, timelines,
statistics, and more. Available at chicagotribune.com/
hawkshistory and wherever books are sold.

“The Chicago Tribune Book of the Chicago Cubs: A
Decade-by-Decade History” A beautiful and detail-rich
hardbound collection of Chicago Cubs history, this
bookchronicles all the ups and downs of one of the most
beloved teams in all of sports. Available at chicago
tribune.com/cubshistorybook, or find it wherever
books are sold.

“Chicago Bulls: A Decade-by-Decade History.” The
Tribune’s book of the Bulls places readers in a courtside
seat for a fast break through team history. Relive the
thrill of “The Shot” in Cleveland, the sweet revenge
against the bad-boy Pistons and the twin threepeats
that followed.Available online at chicagotribune.com/
bullsbook.

ACCURACY AND ETHICS

MARGARET HOLT, standards editor

The Tribune’s editorial code of principles governs
professional behavior and journalism standards. Every-
one in our newsroom must agree to live up to this code of
conduct. Read it at chicagotribune.com/accuracy.

Corrections and clarifications: Publishing information
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This is Super Bowl week for
the NFL, a time when the league
promotes its multibillion-dollar
gladiatorial spectacle by honoring
great players of the past.

One is a great Chicago Bear who
football killed, mercilessly, inexorably,
painfully, by damaging the brain:
Dave Duerson.

Duerson shot himself in the heart
seven years ago and left a suicide note
asking that his brain be saved for
scientific research. Though his finger
pulled the trigger, it was a football life
that killed him.

So I wonder how the NFL, as it
promotes this Roman circus, will
react as the son of an honoree tries to
ban tackle football for boys under age
122

The NFL meat grinder needs a
constant supply of flesh. And Tregg
Duerson, a former scholarship foot-
ball player at his father’s alma mater,
Notre Dame, threatens that supply.

“It should be interesting,” Tregg
Duerson told me as we recorded this
week’s episode of “The Chicago Way,”
my podcast on WGN radio.

“My father won the NFL Man of
the Year award (1987) and now the
NFL is celebrating all the individuals
who won that award in the past.
They’ve invited my family and other
families and players who’ve won the
award to be around the Super Bowl,
attend some events and go to the
game”

And when you show up, will re-
porters ask you about your dad and
chronic traumatic encephalopathy, or
CTE, and how you’re trying to ban
tackle football for children?

“Honestly,” he laughed. “I really
don’t know what to expect.”

The NFL doesn’t want to talk about
banning tackle football. And it doesn’t
want to talk about brain damage.

The NFL wants to talk about fan-
tasy. It wants to sell cars and beer and
have Americans babble idiotically
about Super Bowl commercials and
Justin Timberlake performing during
the halftime show next Sunday.

The last thing the NFL wants to

Tregg Duerson,
left, talks to Rep.
Carol Sente after
a Thursday news
conference in
support of a bill in
his dad’s name
that would ban
tackle football for
kids under 12. His
dad, Dave, above,
was a Chicago
Bears great who
after his death
was found to have
had CTE, a brain
disease linked to
i repeated head
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JOHN KASS
Bears great’s son a threat
to NFLs grinder supply

talk about is Dave Duerson.

The NFL wants America to focus
on the archetypal mom in their com-
mercials, the mom in her NFL gear
holding trays of snacks for her NFL-
loving family, loving her kids so much
that she wants them involved in a
sport that damages the brain.

Football is a fantastic game, fantas-
tic for the great athletes who play the
game at its highest level, fantastic also
because of the violence programmed
into the sport.

But the NFL can’t avoid the fact
that the game America loves, the
game America feels guilty about lov-
ing, destroys bodies and brains.

Tregg Duerson wants to do some-
thing about that, hoping to save the
game, modify it at least on the youth
level, for the safety of young athletes.
That’s why he’s lobbying for proposed
legislation that would ban tackle
football for children in Illinois.

“To be clear, I'm not advocating for
people not to play any form of foot-
ball, but to play flag, or touch, and use
that time to develop properly;” Duer-
son said. “There are a lot of things
children can do to learn the game
without hitting.”

But hitting is the heart of it.
Violence is the heart of it. Without
hitting it is not football. And without
young flesh that is put into the youth
football feeder system, and then into
high school and college, the NFL will
suffer.

He’s conflicted, of course, about
football. He knows what it did to his
dad. He loved the game too, and
bonded with his father by playing and
studying it.

“With my father we never talked
about hitting;” Duerson said. “The
game to us was about preparation,
understanding a plan, using your
instincts to put you in position to
make a play on the field. That’s what
it is to me. That’s what’s great about
football”

But the violence?

“Once you put that helmet on,
you’re no longer John Kass, and I'm
no longer Tregg Duerson,” he said.

trauma.

“You turn to a different part of your-
self. And this is another issue that is
tied to concussions as well, because
we can criticize players as to why they
don’t step off the field when they’re
concussed.

“You have to understand that per-
sonality. The elite competitiveness is
not going to get someone off the field.
They’re truly in a different mindset, a
zone we just won’t understand unless
we’re out there.”

Duerson grew up in the North
Shore suburb of Highland Park,
which once had a youth football pro-
gram. That program was canceled last
year due to lack of interest, more
evidence that the middle class is
abandoning football.

If Tregg Duerson has children, will
he let them play football?

“No. Really it’s an absolutely ‘no’ for
me,” he said.

So what do you tell that father out
there who wants to pace the sidelines
and celebrate his 10-year-old son’s
triumphs? Won’t he feel you're taking
something away from him?

“T’d tell him there are a lot of other
ways to celebrate a child, and to cele-
brate their talent and what they’re
good at,” he said. “Football is behind
other major sports in terms of how we
look at kids’ health and protecting
them and introducing modifications
to the sport.

“In youth soccer, you can’t head the
ball until you’re 11. In youth hockey,
you can’t body check until you're 13.
Why do we let little children play
NFL-caliber football?”

Why?

For the glory of their fathers, for
the future of the NFL, for the billions
of dollars wagered on America’s gladi-
atorial game, with moms smiling,
wearing gear, serving snacks.

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin at
http://wgnradio.com/category/
wgn-plus/thechicagoway.

Jjskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass
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BY KiMm JANSSEN, TRACY SWARTZ AND PHIL THOMPSON

EPA pick’s roast intro baffles some

Incoming Mid-
west Environmental
Protection Agency
chief Cathy Stepp
faced a skeptical au-
dience when she ad-
dressed her staff in
Chicago for the first
time earlier this
month.

The Trump appointee’s
history of rolling back en-
forcement of antipollution
laws, reducing funding for
scientific research and
scrubbing references to hu-
man-caused climate change
from government websites
during her time in Wiscon-
sin state government had
her new employees on edge.

So Stepp, 54, took the
unusual step of drafting her
daughter, Hannah, 23, to
humanize her by introduc-

ing her at an “all
hands” meeting of
her 200-plus staff.

But Hannah
Stepp’s charm of-
fensive, gently
roasting her mother
as a mom who
would do anything
for her kids, didn’t necessar-
ily have the intended effect.

“I failed my first driving
test,” Hannah told Chicago
Inc., repeating a story that
she acknowledges she told
the packed room of her
mother’s staff Jan. 11. “My
mom said, ‘You’re not going
to fail it again?’

“She put on a disguise of a
fake nose and sunglasses
and went to the DMV and
followed someone taking
the driving portion of the
test so that she could learn

the route, and then we
practiced it” Hannah con-
tinued. “I didn’t fail the
second time!”

Stepp’s daughter said she
took the test when she was
16, about seven years ago,
which would place it
around the time Stepp was
appointed to lead the Wis-
consin Department of Natu-
ral Resources by Gov. Scott
Walker.

Though two EPA staffers
Inc. spoke with both
praised Hannah’s “poise,”
they were taken aback by
the story. “It was baffling)”
said one staffer who wit-
nessed the speech but spoke
on condition of anonymity
because they were not per-
mitted to talk to the media.
“For a public official’s
daughter to admit that in

front of her entire staff? It’s
unethical ... and then, did
she help put someone un-
safe on the roads?”

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation said
it won’t require Hannah to
take the test again. It “takes
no opinion” on the ethics of
following test takers to gain
an advantage, which is not
against the law, it said.

In a statement issued by
her office Friday, Stepp said:
“This was a lovely opportu-
nity for my daughter to help
me introduce myself to my
new colleagues. She told an
exaggerated, humorous
story to poke a little fun at
me. It surprises me that
anyone would take it other-
wise”

— Kim Janssen

When former “Friends” star David
Schwimmer appears in a new Skittles
commercial premiering on Super Bowl
Sunday, he can pretty much forget about
residuals.

That’s because the “exclusive” Super
Bowl spot will play only once, and for an
audience of one — Los Angeles teenager
Marcos Menendez, a Skittles fan
who the company says was ran-
domly chosen.

“I think he’s going to really enjoy
it,” Schwimmer said Wednesday.

Chicago-based Skittles, which ran
spots in the previous three Super
Bowls, is sitting out the Super Bowl
52 telecast Feb. 4 on NBC, saving the
$5 million and creating a Facebook
Live event during the game, where viewers
can watch Menendez watching the com-
mercial.

And that’s it. Skittles says the 60-second
Schwimmer spot will be locked away in a
vault after that, never to be seen again.

“T just thought the idea itself was so
subversive,” Schwimmer said. “It just made
me laugh that it was going to be so exclusive
that only one teenager was going to see it.”

Schwimmer, who rose to fame as Ross
Geller on “Friends,” has kept busy since the
TV series ended its 10-season run in 2004,
appearing in everything from “Curb Your
Enthusiasm” to “30 Rock.” More recently,
he played Robert Kardashian on “The
People v. 0.J. Simpson,” the first installment
of the “American Crime Story” anthology.

Super Bowl ad for an audience of 1

Schwimmer  said.

He hasn’t appeared in a TV commercial,
however, for 23 years, a streak that techni-
cally will remain intact. The offbeat Skittles’
commercial sensibility and the high-concept
Super Bowl promo quickly won him over.

Created by ad agency DDB and shot over
two days in California, four quirky 15-second
teaser spots went online Wednesday, featur-
ing Schwimmer in a variety of roles,
including one as a Willie Lo-
manesque character feeding Skittles
to a talking sandwich on a bench.

“I kind of gravitated to the four
characters that I connected to the
most as an actor, that I thought
would be the most fun to play,” he

A regular visitor to Chicago,
Schwimmer is in town for the next six weeks T
to direct an upcoming play at Lookingglass |8
Theatre, which he co-founded in 1988 after 4
graduating from Northwestern University.

While Super Bowl commercials are seen
by more than 100 million viewers and are
ranked by a seemingly comparable number
of postgame polls, Schwimmer has to
impress only one person with his perform-
ance. He isn’t worried about winning
Menendez over.

“T’'ve been onstage with Lookingglass in
Chicago doing a four-hour production for an
audience of four people before,” Schwimmer
said. “I think I’ve got a pretty thick skin, if he
doesn’t take to it.”
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— Robert Channick

Contact Chicago Inc.: Kim Janssen (kjanssen@chicagotribune.com, Twitter @kimjnews); Tracy Swartz (tswartz@chicagotribune.com, Twitter @tracyswartz);
Phil Thompson (plthompson@chicagotribune.com, Twitter @_phil_thompson)
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1621 N. Thatcher Ave.
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Dream Sale

Due to popular demand
Sale continues through
Wednesday, Jan. 31
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Thousands to
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Full selection of
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upon approved credit like these examples

54,000 Mink Bomber Jacket $1,330%  ors65 per mo.
$7,500 Longhair Beavers s2,500% or$125 per mo.
12,000 Sheared Mink $3,900% ors135 per mo.
s15,000 Female Mink Coat 54,900 0150 per mo.

andrianafurs.com

Indriana Feurs

Largest Selection Of World’s Latest Fashion

and Classic Furs at Incomparable Prices.

2201 W. 95th St. * Chicago, IL * 773-779-7000

Surprise her
with a
stunning
star.

Starfish Pendant with Abalone Inlay
in 14K Yellow or White Gold
$299
Chain included
Matching Earrings available

g2 NA HOKU
2017 y A O U
b S awail’s Finest Jewelers Since 1924

Woodfield Mall
Lower Level near Starbucks, 847-995-0594

600 N. Michigan Avenue
Below Grand Lux Cafe, 312-475-1182

NaHoku.com
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9 things to like:
Bright flowers,
Divvy and Alexa

Here’s the latest in my
occasional list of nine things
T've liked lately.

1. Yellow flowers in Janu-
ary By the time January rolls
around, most people are
ready for the holidays to be
done. The day I got rid of my
desiccated green wreath was
as joyous as the day I hung it. When my neigh-
bors finally took down their outdoor holiday
lights, I thought, “About time.”

But suddenly the world was gray, day after
day, and gray is not the right color to inspire
action on all those New Year’s resolutions.

A vase of yellow tulips on the windowsill
changed everything,

MARY
SCHMICH

2. Amazon Echo Here are some reasons you
should not buy an Echo: It will make you lazy. It
will spy on you. No one needs another gadget.
Jeff Bezos is out to run the world and you're
having none of it.

I felt all those ways before I visited a friend
who had an Echo that she enjoyed bossing
around. Now I love mine. Alexa, tell me the
weather. Set a timer. Turn on WBEZ. Play “The
Daily” podcast. Play Oscar Peterson, Stephane
Grappelli, Lyle Lovett.

It’s fun, it’s convenient, it has made filling the
room with music easy. And if Alexa is spying,
let’s face it: So are Google, Facebook and Siri.

3. New prices for Divvy bikes Chicago’s
shared bike system has been a great success, but
the new pricing plan makes it better. Under the
new plan, riders who buy annual memberships
can keep a bike for 45 minutes, instead of 30,
without an extra charge. An all-day pass now
costs $15 and allows for rides up to three hours.

4.“Godless” on Netflix This miniseries has
everything: great writing, suspense, original
characters, strong performances, flabbergasting
New Mexico scenery. It turns the classic Ameri-
can Western on its head and in doing so feels
more authentic than most of them.

It’s the tale of an outlaw gang led by Frank
Griffin (Jeff Daniels as you've never seen him)
and his hunt for Roy Goode, a younger man
who has abandoned the gang. When Roy winds
up in the town of La Belle, which is run by
women since most of its men died in the mine,
Griffin vows vengeance on them all.

The opening scene was violent, which almost
sent me back to re-watch “The Crown,” but I
was glad I stuck with it. And it was fun to see
Michelle Dockery, who played Lady Mary
Crawley in “Downton Abbey;” in a role so differ-
ent that I had to Google to make sure it was the
same person.

5. Quiote This warm, lively “modern Mexican”
restaurant in the Logan Square neighborhood
made it onto several “Best New 2017 Chicago
Restaurant” lists.

It’s a little loud, but it feels cozy. I asked the
friend I went with how she’d describe it and she
gave this review:

“The food was incredibly light and fresh-
tasting. We ate plenty and I left feeling full but
not overly full. Super good ingredients and it all
looked tasty as well. Everything surpassed its
description on the menu.”

6. A quotation in Tribune Tower The Tow-
er’s high stone lobby walls are full of uplifting
quotes on the value of a free press. This is one
T've been thinking about. It’s by the French
writer Albert Camus:

“A free press can of course be good or bad
but, most certainly, without freedom it will
never be anything but bad.”

7. A shingles shot There are a million cases of
shingles in the U.S. every year and people who
have endured this angry rash, which can do
long-term nerve damage, will tell you it’s worse
than sleeping on a bed of nails.

Shingles is basically the resurrection of your
childhood chickenpox, a common disease be-
fore the introduction of a vaccine in 1995 in the
U.S. So anyone who had that dread affliction as
akid is vulnerable.

The new vaccine, Shingrix, released last fall,
is reported to be far better than the previous
one, and is approved and recommended for
people over 50.

Don'’t put it off. Trust me on this.

8. “High-Risers: Cabrini-Green and the
Fate of American Public Housing” by Ben
Austen The life and demise of Cabrini-Green,
once Chicago’s most famous public housing
development, is one of the most important
Chicago stories of the past half-century. Little is
left of it now, and as the buildings have van-
ished, so has much of the history.

In “High-Risers,” due for release in February,
Austen, a Chicago writer, pulls that complicated
history together in book form and helps explain
Cabrini’s significance. He’s making several
appearances to discuss it.

T'll be interviewing him at a live event on Feb.
12 at Unabridged Bookstore. Having written
about Cabrini for a couple of decades myself,
I’'m excited to hear what he has to say. Join us.

Details are here: http://bit.ly/2ngJnlr

9. “Season to Season” by Clive James I ran
across this poem in The New Yorker recently
(link here: http://bit.ly/2D5HuiL) and found it
useful for any season. A few of its good lines:

The trick, I'm learning; is to stay in doubt,
Season to season, of what time might bring,
And patiently await how things turn out.
Eventually time tells you everything.

mschmich@chicagotribune.com Twitter @MarySchmich
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Paul Vallas, shown last year at Chicago State University, is the school’s chief administrative officer. He says he’ll resign in March.

Vallas mayoral bid would
shine light on his record

Potential challenger to
Emanuel has liabilities
as well as experience

BY BILL RUTHHART, JOHN BYRNE
AND PATRICK M. O’CONNELL
Chicago Tribune

Paul Vallas has spent the better part of
the last two weeks fueling speculation
that he might launch a bid to challenge
Mayor Rahm Emanuel in the February
2019 city election.

The former Chicago Public Schools
CEOQ, 2002 Democratic governor candi-
date and 2014 lieutenant governor candi-
date certainly possesses political experi-
ence. He’s also built a career as an
education expert who has revamped
various school districts and retains a
detailed knowledge of City Hall finances
from a turn as budget director.

All those decades in and around
government also mean Vallas has piled
up his share of political liabilities — soft
spots that a messaging master like
Emanuel could try to exploit.

Vallas’ recent move back into the city
could open him up to attacks that he’s a
campaign carpetbagger. His role in an
aggressive expansion of charter schools
under former Mayor Richard M. Daley
would all but guarantee opposition from
the Chicago Teachers Union and grass-
roots education activists. And his time as
budget director could leave an opening
for Emanuel to paint Vallas as having a
role in Daley’s financial mismanagement
of the city.

Plus, there is Vallas’ history with an
education consultant who later would
end up at the center of a kickback scandal
that landed former CPS CEO Barbara
Byrd-Bennett in federal prison. At a
minimum, those ties would require some
explaining from Vallas, which he’s done
little of publicly to date.

Vallas wasn’t interested Friday in
talking about why the mayor should be
challenged, what skills he would bring to
the table or the possible pitfalls ahead.

He’s always had a knack for keeping
his name in the news, a trait that’s been
on display recently.

First, Vallas made it known he was
moving to Lincoln Park — just in time to
be a Chicago resident a year out from the
election, as required by law.

Next, he admitted he was “seriously
considering” a run. Thursday’s tea leaf:
Vallas said he’d resign as chief adminis-
trative officer at Chicago State University
in March.

In a brief interview Friday, Vallas
moved the ball a tad more.

“I am very, very serious about running,
and T'll make a determination if there’s
the support for it in the next 60 days,”
Vallas said. “And then I'll be more than
prepared to be very specific about what
Td like to do and what I'd hope to
accomplish as mayor.”

Long track record

Vallas, 64, would bring a deep resume
to the race.

In the early 1990s, he worked as
Chicago’s revenue director for three
years and then spent another three as
budget director. From 1995 to 2001, he
worked as CPS CEO. Vallas left in 2001 to
run for governor, losing a close race for
the Democratic nomination to Rod
Blagojevich, who would go on to be
impeached and imprisoned.

Vallas left town for a series of jobs,
running school districts in Philadelphia,
Louisiana and Bridgeport, Conn. In
between, he briefly flirted with a Repub-
lican run for Cook County Board presi-

dent and worked on education reform in
Haiti following a devastating earthquake
there.

By 2014, Vallas was back on a Demo-
cratic ticket as then-Gov. Pat Quinn’s
running mate, where he served as an
attack dog on the campaign trail in an
unsuccessful race against Bruce Rauner.
That didn’t stop the Republican governor
from backing Vallas’ move to Chicago
State University, where he’s been work-
ing to shore up the Far South Side
college’s finances.

While his LinkedIn profile is lengthy,
Vallas is probably best known as a Daley
troubleshooter. And that tenure in the
City Hall budget office and at CPS could
open the door for Emanuel to portray
Vallas as being part of a city government
that racked up loads of pension debt.
That would require some gymnastics on
Emanuel’s part, given that he refuses to
invoke his predecessor’s name and some
of Daley’s most damaging fiscal moves
occurred after Vallas left.

The would-be mayoral candidate also
would have to navigate his recent address
change. Despite having a job in the city,
Vallas had been living in the southwest
suburbs. While other potential candi-
dates might be able to lob carpetbagger
accusations, it would be difficult for
Emanuel, who faced his own residency

bers. More students moved away from
their neighborhood schools in what
supporters of the programs hailed as
greater school choice and accountability.

But critics, including the Chicago
Teachers Union, have long contended
those Vallas-era policies were aimed at
weakening the union and helped prompt
the decline of underfunded neighbor-
hood schools that have continued to
serve thousands of the city’s poorest
children.

The disdain runs so deep that some
City Hall insiders already are musing that
if the 2019 contest were to come down to
Emanuel versus Vallas, the union might
have to back Emanuel, who has drawn
the union’s ire since he took office.

After leaving CPS, Vallas developed
ties with education consultant Gary
Solomon during his tenure at the Phila-
delphia and Louisiana districts. Solomon
is serving a seven-year sentence in federal
prison after orchestrating a kickback
scheme that aimed to send Byrd-Bennett,
Emanuel’s former CPS CEO, hundreds of
thousands of dollars after she steered
$23 million in no-bid contracts to Solo-
mon’s principal training firm.

When Solomon worked as vice presi-
dent of sales at The Princeton Review, the
Philadelphia district Vallas ran was a
client. Solomon later launched an educat-

“I am very, very serious about running, and
I'll make a determination if there’s the support

for it in the next 60 days.”

— Paul Vallas, on the possibility that he might run for Chicago mayor in 2019

questions when returning to Chicago
from Washington in 2010 to run for
mayor. Vallas also was born in Chicago
and grew up in a cramped apartment
above a grocery store in Roseland on the
Far South Side, while Emanuel spent
most of his childhood in Wilmette.

It’s also unclear what political base
Vallas could claim. He’d have to find his
lane in a field that already includes
Emanuel and Chicago principals associ-
ation president Troy LaRaviere, a favorite
of teachers and progressives. Former
police Superintendent Garry McCarthy
and Cook County Commissioner Bridget
Gainer also continue to mull possible
runs.

In his 2002 run for governor, Vallas
performed well in the suburbs and was
runner-up in the city. But he fell apart
Downstate where he had campaigned
less — perhaps in part due to a fear of
flying — and Blagojevich racked up the
win after outspending him 5-to-1.

Some of Vallas’ allies on that campaign:
future downtown Ald. Brendan Reilly,
who was his campaign spokesman; state
Rep. Lou Lang, D-Skokie; the late Illinois
Comptroller Dawn Clark Netsch; former
U.S. Rep. Glenn Poshard; and two-time
Democratic presidential nominee and
former U.S. Sen. Adlai Stevenson II1.

Education issues

Vallas would also need to contend with
his ties to Daley’s 1995 CPS takeover.
Vallas spearheaded myriad reforms that
were far from universally popular, anger-
ing many of the union supporters and
education advocates whose political sup-
port a challenger to Emanuel would
need.

Student testing became much more
prevalent under Vallas, and schools with
perennially low scores were put on
probation, under threat of closing. Selec-
tive-enrollment high schools were built
on his watch, and magnet schools and
charter schools opened in greater num-

ing consulting firm that touted itself as
connected to the “Vallas model” of school
reform. Vallas, who had no formal links to
Solomon’s firm, chastised the consultant
for trying to capitalize on Vallas’ reputa-
tion.

But Vallas got over his annoyance. He
took Solomon with him as a consultant
when Vallas moved to Louisiana to
rebuild a school district battered in 2005
by Hurricane Katrina. A few years later,
Vallas was recommending to Peoria that
it hire another Solomon-run consulting
firm, though no contract was signed.
Vallas disputed the assertion that he had
pitched work specifically for Solomon’s
firm.

Vallas previously has told the Tribune
he stopped working with Solomon in
2010 but has declined to explain why.

As for his current job at Chicago State,
Vallas confirmed Friday that he plans to
step down in March, even though his
contract does not run out until the end of
June.

“l am planning on leaving earlier,
because I may very well make the
mayoral run;” Vallas said. “I feel the
university is on the right track.”

Vallas said he committed to stay for the
next 60 days to help with the transition —
the same time frame he gave for deciding
whether to run for mayor. Chicago State
interim President Rachel Lindsey said
Vallas would step down before March 30
and said Vallas had not spoken with her
about any political ambitions.

Chicago State board member Nicholas
Gowen said he was taken aback by Vallas’
resignation.

“Quite frankly, ’'m a little floored,”
Gowen said. “If he desires to run for
mayor, then of course he can’t keep this
position, but that should have been made
clear early on if that was his desire. I find
it hard to believe this was a lark.”

bruthhart@chicagotribune.com
Jjebyrne@chicagotribune.com
poconnell@chicagotribune.com
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Burke faces investigation
by Chicago ethics board

Tribune article
raised possibility of
conflict of interest

By HAL DARDICK
Chicago Tribune

City ethics officials are
looking into whether long-
time Ald. Ed Burke, 14th,
violated ethics rules when
he sidelined an effort to
increase the property taxes
paid by the owners of two
buildings his law firm rep-
resents, according to the
alderman whose effort he
blocked.

Ald. Ricardo Munoz,
22nd, said the Chicago
Board of Ethics told him it
would take up the issue as
soon as next month.

“They’re looking at it,
and they will have a board
action on the day of the next
scheduled board meeting”
in late February, Munoz
said.

Ethics board Executive
Director Steve Berlin and
Chairman William Conlon
neither confirmed nor de-
nied the review, in keeping
with city regulations. Nei-
ther Burke nor his spokes-
man responded to ques-
tions Friday.

The Burke probe comes
after 32nd Ward Ald. Scott
Waguespack filed a formal
request for the ethics board
to look into the matter on
Thursday, a day after the
Tribune published a story
raising the question of
whether Burke had violated
city ethics rules at the Jan.
17 City Council meeting.

Joined by nearly two
dozen aldermen, Munoz in-
troduced a measure that
would force Mayor Rahm
Emanuel’s administration
to take legal steps to try to
increase the assessed prop-
erty values of seven prime
commercial buildings.
Munoz contended the
properties were sold for
more than twice as much as
Cook County Assessor Joe
Berrios valued them.

The proposal was
spurred by “The Tax Di-
vide,” an investigation pub-
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Ald. Ed Burke, 14th, faces an investigation by the Chicago
Board of Ethics, according to Ald. Ricardo Munoz, 22nd.

lished by the Chicago Trib-
une and ProPublica Illinois
that found that many large
commercial properties are
underassessed, punishing
small businesses and shift-
ing more of the tax burden
onto homeowners.

On Munoz’s list are two
properties owned by com-
panies for which Burke’s
law firm has saved millions
of dollars in property taxes
by appealing to lower as-
sessments used to deter-
mine tax bills. The lower
the assessment, the less
paid in taxes.

If Munoz’s proposal pas-
sed and the city succeeded
in increasing assessments,
the owners of the seven
buildings, including the two
represented by Klafter &
Burke, would pay more in
property taxes.

Shortly after Munoz in-
troduced his proposal,
Burke put up a potential
roadblock.

Munoz had asked that
the measure be assigned to
the Housing and Real Estate
Committee, led by 49th
Ward Ald. Joe Moore, who
had planned to give it a
hearing. Burke intervened,
saying the measure instead
should be sent to the Fi-
nance Committee.

That’s where Burke
holds great sway as chair-
man, in part by deciding
whether a proposal ever
gets a hearing, When there’s

a dispute on which commit-
tee should consider a mea-
sure, the matter auto-
matically goes to the Rules
and Ethics Committee,
where legislation often
withers on the vine.

Munoz and outside eth-
ics experts questioned
whether Burke violated city
ethics code by “calling Fi-
nance.” The code states that
“no official or employee
shall make or participate in
the making of any govern-
mental decision with re-
spect to any matter in which
he has any financial inter-
est” earned money from
during the past year or
expects to earn money from
in the coming year.

“It’s a violation,” said
Waguespack of Burke’s ac-
tion, adding that he also
wants a broader inter-
pretation from the ethics
board on what actions vio-
late conflict-of-interest
rules. The earlier Tribune
story noted that Burke often
presides over Finance Com-
mittee meetings consider-
ing actions that could affect
his law firm’s clients, but
then abstains from voting.

If the ethics board were
to find Burke violated the
city ethics rules, he could
face a fine of between $500
and $1,000, according to the
code.

hdardick@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @ReporterHal
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In the world.”

—Kenn Wells, former lead dancer of the English National Ballet
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I’ve reviewed about 4,000 shows. None
can compare to what I saw tonight.”

—Richard Connema, renowned Broadway critic

““An extraordinary experience.
Exquisitely beautiful.”

—Cate Blanchett, academy award-winning actress

“There is a massive power in this
that can embrace the world. It brings great
hope. It is truly a touch of heaven.”

—Daniel Herman, minister of culture of the Czech Republic

“I was uplifted, I was filled with
hope. The world is a better place
because of Shen Yun.”

—Richard Swett, former U.S. Congressman

““Go see it to believe it, because
otherwise, you are going to miss the
most important thing in your life.”

—Joe Heard, former White House photographer, watched
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County Assessor Joseph Berrios, left, was fined $41,000
over political contributions that exceeded the county limit.

Berrios sues county over donation cap

Assessor asserts
ordinance violates
state constitution

By RAY LONG
Chicago Tribune

Cook County Assessor
Joseph Berrios filed a law-
suit Friday that challenges a
county ordinance limiting
campaign donations, saying
it unconstitutionally re-
stricts the free-speech
rights of contributors.

“I plan to make sure that

every resident in Cook
County is afforded the op-
portunity to exercise their
First Amendment right
when it comes to contrib-
uting to their candidate of
choice, whoever that may
be,” Berrios said in a state-
ment.

Berrios also maintains
that the Illinois Constitu-
tion gives governing author-
ity over election issues to
the state and that Cook
County does not have the
power to set its own limits.

The lawsuit against the

Cook County Board of
Commissioners and its
Board of Ethics opens anew
front in a battle over the
contributions Berrios ac-
cepts, particularly from
property tax appeals attor-
neys who seek to lower real
estate assessments through
his office.

Ethics officials this
month fined Berrios
$41,000 for accepting dona-
tions from property tax
lawyers to his political
funds that exceeded the
ordinance’s $750 limit on

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

DON’T LIVE ONE MORE YEAR IN PAIN!

Do You Have? Arthritis ® Knee Pain ¢ Back Pain ® Neck Pain

Neuropathy ¢ Hip Pain e Shoulder Pain ¢ Joint Pain
Good News! Local Regenerative Medicine Center

now offers solutions for you!

Local Regenerative Medicine Center devotes
much of its time treating chronically ill
patients — especially those in pain. With 3
years experience, serving Northern lllinois
with multiple practices, it continues to utilize
cutting-edge technology to help restore
patients’ health. The institute recently
announced its latest state-of-the-art healing
procedure: regenerative stem cell therapy.

Local Regenerative Medicine Center recently
announced its latest state-of-the-art healing
procedure; regenerative stem cell therapy.
Local Regenerative Medicine Center is now
offering painless stem cell injections for pain
and advanced procedures for arthritic and/ or
degenerative conditions, expecially those found
in the knees, hips, should, neck and lower back.

These remarkable treatments can repair tissue
in the body that has been damaged from
age, disease or degeneration. They do this
by pinpointing the impaired areas, removing
the swelling with powerful anti-inflammatory
properties and healing them by regenerating
new cells and tissue.

This innovative therapy is particularly
effective in treating such conditions as
degenerative arthritis, degenerative cartilage
and ligaments, bone spurs, degenerative joint
disease, bursitis, tendinitis, and especially
Osteoarthritis of the Knee.

According to the Local Regenerative Medicine
Center chief medical officer, patients can
experience a significant decrease in pain and
an improvement in range of motion within
weeks of treatment.

“We are so excited about the results we are
seeing with our patients. More Importantly,
our patients are excited about living their lives
enjoying the activities they enjoy. We invite
you to attend one of our upcoming seminars
near your home, to learn more about this
incredible healing technology and how it
might be able to help you or someone you
love finally live a pain free life.”

Dr. Jill Howe, DC, CNPS

We invite you to browse our website
www.StemCellWorkshop.com to
watch the documentary on the
Stem Caell Institute Of America.
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contributors who do busi-
ness with the county.

The suit comes as the
assessor faces two challeng-
ers in the upcoming Demo-
cratic primary. Berrios has
argued that he is not a
wealthy candidate and
needs, as a matter of fair-
ness, to be able to even the
playing field against chal-
lengers who pour big bucks
into their own campaign
funds.

Berrios, who is also
chairman of the Cook
County Democratic Party,
had more than $1 million in
his political fund for the
assessor’s race at the end of
last year.

One of his challengers,
Fritz Kaegi, has raised more
than $1 million, aided by
$800,000 he gave himself
through $560,000 in loans
and $240,000 in direct con-
tributions. That infusion
from Kaegi automatically
removed a separate dona-
tion limit set by the state at
$5,600. Andrea Raila is also
running, though a hearing
to consider a Kaegi chal-
lenge to Raila’s nominating
petitions continued into the
weekend.

The Kaegi campaign laid
into Berrios over the law-
suit, saying: “It’s the height
of hypocrisy for Joe Berrios
to complain about cam-
paign finance when he has
drawn millions of dollars of
contributions from the peo-
ple directly benefiting from
the corrupt assessment sys-
tem over which he presides.
Under Berrios, corrupt
politicians and owners of
billion-dollar downtown
skyscrapers win, and
Berrios rakes in the cash.”

With the March 20 pri-
mary less than two months
away, Berrios is expected to
seek a temporary restrain-
ing order this week and
request an expedited hear-

“There’s no defi-

nition of seeking
official action by
the county”

— Berrios attorney Ellie
Carey, on the county’s $750
limit on contributors who
do business with the county

ing on the issue, said Ellie
Carey, a Berrios attorney.

The ethics board’s deci-
sion to fine Berrios is based
on a 2016 county ordinance
stating that donors who
seek “official action” with
the county may contribute
no more than $750 in non-
election years.

Among other arguments,
Berrios’ lawyers say that
standard is unconstitution-
ally vague, arguing that it is
unclear whether the simple
act of getting a marriage
license at the county clerk’s
office could fall within the
parameters of the county
ordinance.

“There’s no definition of
seeking official action by
the county;” Carey said. “So
it leaves the regulated com-
munity with no way to
determine whether or not
they are violating the ordi-
nance because it is unde-
fined.”

Berrios also plans to file a
motion with the county
Board of Ethics to recon-
sider the $41,000 in fines.

The ethics board cited 30
examples of property tax
attorneys or firms whose
donations to Berrios’ main
political fund in late 2016 or
early 2017 exceeded the
$750 limit. It fined Berrios
and the Committee to Elect
Joseph Berrios Cook
County Assessor $1,000 for
each violation, for a total of
$30,000. The $1,000 fine
per violation is the maxi-
mum allowed.

An additional $11,000 in
fines were imposed on
Berrios and his 31st Ward
Democratic Organization,
his main power base.

The ethics board said the
41 donations to Berrios’
political funds exceeded the
limit by a total of $62,250 —
an excess of $52,200 for the
assessor’s election fund and
$10,050 for the 31st Ward
fund.

Ranjit Hakim, executive
director of the county ethics
board, had no comment
about the lawsuit, saying he
had not received or re-
viewed a copy of it. Frank
Shuftan, a spokesman for
Cook County Board Presi-
dent Toni Preckwinkle, said
legal counsel needs to re-
view the lawsuit.

rlong@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @RayLong
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Clear

Lake, from Page 1

green algae at the base of
the food chain. For much of
the past decade, prey fish,
like alewives, have re-
mained at historic lows,
prompting state managers
to scale back the annual
stocks of prized predators,
such as king salmon.

The startling evolution
has called into question the
future of Great Lakes mar-
ine life and the region’s
$7 billion fishing industry.

“Clearer is not necessari-
ly better,” said Robert
Shuchman, co-director of
the Michigan Tech Re-
search Institute. “Clearer
water means less phyto-
plankton in the water col-
umn, and they’re the basic
building block in the food
web. The idea is, the little
fish eat algae, and the bigger
fish eat the little fish.

“There are some folks out
there now that think Lake
Michigan and Huron could
become ecological deserts
from a fishing standpoint.
The food web could totally
collapse because you don’t
have the various organisms
you need to sustain it.”

For ages, the phytoplank-
ton fed the zooplankton,
which were eaten by small,
foraging fish. As the fast-
filtering mussels reduce the
plankton populations, there
isn’t enough food to support
the diet of many foraging
fish. In addition, there’s not
enough plankton or nutri-
ents clouding the water to
hide these small prey fish
from predator fish.

“It’s a game of hide-
and-seek in a brightly lit
environment,” said Henry
Vanderploeg, a research
ecologist for the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

Fishing
techniques

After years of working
aboard a relative’s charter
boat, Rick Bentley was leav-
ing the fishing industry in
the early 1990s to pursue a
career in finance when the
mussels began arriving.

“A lot of people were
sounding massive alarms
about how the mussels
could change everything”
recalled Bentley, 46.

Their fears turned out to
be prophetic. As the water
cleared up, the fish cleared
out. Since the introduction
of the mussels, there’s been
a sharp decline in nearly all
fish species in Lake Michi-
gan, including king salmon,
scientists say.

At the height of king
salmon fishing in the mid-
to late ’80s, around 10 mil-
lion pounds of the fish were
harvested from the lake
each year, according to re-
search by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and agen-
cies from four states. In
recent years, fishermen are
managing to nab only about
3 million pounds.

Bentley, who had fond
memories of fishing’s hey-
day, returned to the lake in
2007 with his own charter
company, Windy City Salm-
on. The passion from his
fishing days brought him
back, but to survive, Bentley
said, fishermen have to alter
their age-old techniques.

“As a captain, fisherman
and a businessman who
wants to put out a good
product, I know the lake is
adapting, and we need to
adapt with it,” Bentley said.
“When I came back 10 years
ago, many of the captains I
knew were winding down
their careers, ready to hang
it up. Some adapted. Some
of them stayed in their old
ways, and their catches
tended to suffer”

King salmon are low-
light feeding fish, so with
sunlight reaching into
lower depths, it’s become
increasingly difficult to
catch them during midday
hours, Bentley said. He’s
found fishing at dawn and
sundown provides the best
chance to catch salmon.

The clearer waters have
made flashers and dodgers,
devices that reflect light and
attract fish, more effective
tools, Bentley said. Still,
remaining undetected is a
challenge.

“Generally, fish are more
likely to keep their distance
because they can see the
boat and gear now.”

A history of

change

Over the years, the Great
Lakes have endured numer-
ous encounters with inva-

lake a bad sign for marine life
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Brown trout from a state fish hatchery are dropped into Belmont Harbor last July. As Lake
Michigan changes, state managers have adjusted how they stock it with fish.

Lake Michigan food chain

Over the past 20 years, Lake Michigan has undergone a dramatic transformation.
The water is much clearer, but that clarity could come at a cost. Here’s a look at
how invasive mussels have changed the lake’s landscape.

AN EXAMPLE OF HOW IT USED TO WORK

n Microscopic algae
flourished on the lake
bed.

E Water fleas grazed on
the endless supply of
algae.

Alewives, a small

variety of fish, thrived
by eating creatures like the
water flea.

In turn, king salmon ate
alewives, keeping the
system in balance.
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WHAT HAS CHANGED

In the mid-1990s,
invasive mussels
decimated the numbers
of water fleas and algae.

As aresult, the

alewife and king
salmon populations
dropped dramatically.

NOTE: Icons not to scale

SOURCES: NOAA, Tribune reporting

sive species. The mussels
may be the worst Lake
Michigan has seen since the
sea lamprey, an eel-like
parasitic fish that slithered
into the Upper Great Lakes
in the 1940s through the
Erie and Welland canals,
according to David “Bo”
Bunnell, a research fishery
biologist at the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey’s Great Lakes
Science Center. Sea lam-
preys latched onto large fish
and drained their blood,
leading to a collapse in
populations of native preda-
tors like lake trout.

“They pretty much dev-
astated native lake trout,
lake whitefish and other
native species that were
already suffering from over-
fishing,” Bunnell said. “That
was the one-two death
punch”

Without predators, the
population of alewives, an-
other nonnative species
that came through the ca-
nals around the same time,
went unchecked. Though
they were abundant, the
saltwater fish, already
weakened from living in

King salmon
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Alewife
I

Invasive
mussels

Watfer flea
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freshwater, befouled local
beaches in spring die-offs
after being exposed to
higher temperature fluctu-
ations when they came
close to shore to spawn.

In the 1960s, coastal
managers introduced two
species of Pacific salmon to
contain the alewives and
boost fishing: coho and
king. The king salmon
brought the alewives under
control and quickly became
a favorite of sport fisher-
men. “They get the biggest,
they’re a very strong fish
and they offer a helluva
fight. They’re a 20-pound
class fish, so they take 8 or 9
yards off the reel, and it
might take 15 to 20 minutes
to bring them in,” Bentley
said.

The arrival of zebra and
quagga mussels led to the
collapse of alewives and
king salmon in Lake Huron
in the early 2000s. Scien-
tists say the crash in
alewives stemmed from less
food availability and more
predation by the king salm-
on, which was stocked by
the Michigan Department
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of Natural Resources and
naturally reproducing. The
king salmon diet is made up
almost exclusively of
alewives.

The Lake Huron king
salmon, emaciated as their
favorite prey became harder
to find, migrated to Lake
Michigan in search of
alewives.

Nearly two decades later,
the same progression is
underway in Lake Michi-
gan.
“There’s an old Chinese
saying, ‘When there is crys-
tal-clear water, there is no
fish, ” said Yu-Chun Kao, a
postdoctoral scientist at
Michigan State University.

For a doctoral disserta-
tion at the University of
Michigan, Kao examined
Lake Huron’s king salmon
collapse, concluding the
fishery that once existed
likely won’t ever return to
its glory days because of the
alewife shortage.

Last year, Kao ran hun-
dreds of computer simula-
tions to consider changes in
mussels, nutrients and fish
stocking in Lake Michigan.

ALEXANDRA WIMLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Lake Michigan’s waves hit North Avenue Beach last July. The lake’s water has become clearer over the past 20 years, partly because of invasive mussels.

His study suggested Lake
Michigan might be better
suited for lake trout and
steelhead, given that the
two species of trout can
switch from eating alewives
to bottom-dwelling round
goby, an invasive prey fish
that eats cladophora and
tiny quagga mussels.

The king salmon, he
found, is the most suscep-
tible to changes driven by
the mussels, meaning its
numbers will likely contin-
ue to decline as the mussels
continue to spread. But
there’s still a chance Lake
Michigan could support a
substantial salmon popula-
tion if stocking is reduced to
alleviate pressure on the
struggling alewife popula-
tion.

Lake Superior may have
relinquished its title of
clearest of the Great Lakes,
but it also doesn’t have the
same vulnerabilities to
some invasive species as the
other lakes. It has staved off
the mussel migration be-
cause it’s colder and its
water has less calcium, a
mineral the mussels need to
make their shells.

Stocking the
Great Lakes

Since 1984, the state of
Illinois has raised fish to
stock Lake Michigan at Jake
Wolf Memorial Hatchery in
Topeka, Ill., where the staff
oversees eggs until they
grow into fingerlings. Built
atop a massive aquifer, the
facility draws water into its
network of concrete race-
ways and plastic-lined
ponds, where it has up to 15
species of cold-, cool- and
warm-water fish.

Each year, the hatchery
staff, which works with
state biologists, rears mil-
lions of fish in hopes of
supporting a stable ecosys-
tem and decent season for
anglers. The upheaval in the
food chain has made it all
the more challenging.

“It’s a daunting task;”
hatchery manager Steve
Krueger said. “Without
stocking, I think the fishery
in Lake Michigan would
continue to falter.”

Stocking has also become
more calculated in recent
years — for Illinois and the
three other states, Wiscon-
sin, Indiana and Michigan,
that border the lake.

In 2006, all of the
alewives in Lake Michigan
weighed nearly 10,000 met-
ric tons, roughly the weight
of the Eiffel Tower, accord-
ing to U.S. Geological Sur-
vey estimates. By 2016, the
entire prey fish population
in Lake Michigan, including
alewives and a half-dozen
other species, weighed
about 11,000 metric tons.

In response to the lack of
alewives, fishery managers
around Lake Michigan have
called for reducing the
number of king salmon at
least twice in the past dec-
ade.

In 2013, they slashed the
number by 50 percent, re-
leasing 1.8 million into the
lake, down from 3.3 million
the previous year. Last year,
managers proposed making
even deeper cuts, stocking
only 690,000 king salmon, a
62 percent reduction from
2016.

New threats loom

In addition to filtering
the water, mussels have also
altered the landscape of the
lake bed. The voracious
eaters are polluting the lake
bottom with feces. As sun-
light reaches greater
depths, it converts nutrients
from the mussels’ excre-
ment into nuisance algae
known as Cladophora.

During storms, wave ac-
tion rips up the carpet-
esque algae and washes
them ashore, where they
are known for their potent
stench and propensity to
kill birds.

The growth in
Cladophora raises alarms,
because the algae could
help establish Lake Michi-
gan’s next potential invasive
species: Asian carp.

The species has invaded
the Mississippi River sys-
tem and has been reported
just 9 miles from Lake
Michigan.

Asian carp rely on plank-
ton, which they may not
find if they reach the lake,
but researchers say the fish
also feed on Cladophora.
Researchers say there may
no longer be enough food
for the Asian carp in open
waters, but there is likely
enough floating algae and
Cladophora near shore to
sustain them.

A sliver of hope

Scientists say the invasive
mussels may have reached
their limits. With less plank-
ton, the concentration of
mussels in Lake Michigan
dropped 40 percent be-
tween 2010 and 2015, ac-
cording to a yet-to-be pub-
lished report by Buffalo
State College’s Great Lakes
Center.

But the total weight of
mussels in the lake has
risen, suggesting the surviv-
ing mussels are growing
larger, said Alexander Kar-
atayev, the center’s director.
It’s unclear what this might
mean in the future.

“However, it is extremely
important to keep monitor-
ing the (quagga mussel)
population to understand if
this decline is a long-term
trend and if the population
eventually will stabilize or
will fluctuate substantially;”
Karatayev said.

For now, better fisheries
management has helped
Lake Michigan see a return
of lake trout.

The sport has changed
for fishermen like Bentley,
but he said there’s always
been something biting on
the end of his line.

Last year was the best in
several years, he said.
Though king salmon
catches remained low,
many of the fish from yes-
teryear, like lake trout, seem
to be returning.

“We’ve seen Lake Michi-
gan go through a lot of
changes, but it all seems to
work out and it always ends
up being OK,” Bentley said.
“Last two years, I've been
encouraged by the come-
back.Idon’t think we’ll ever
see the heyday of king
salmon, but I think they’ll
always be available.”

tbriscoe@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @—_tonybriscoe
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Teens on autism spectrum go for i improv

Second City expands
wellness initiative with
classes in suburbs

BY KATE THAYER
Chicago Tribune

At the start of an improv class
this month, some teens excitedly
joined in while others sat off to the
side. Others said they’d rather go
home. But after a few games, some
giggles and encouragement from
teachers, all the students partici-
pated. Parents in the audience
clutched their bellies with laugh-
ter and beamed with pride.

Trying improv comedy for the
first time could be daunting for
anyone, but for these teens — who
all have autism spectrum disorder
— the progress was even more
meaningful.

The Second City, which offers
improv classes specifically for
people on the autism spectrum,
this month expanded the program
to teens in the suburbs, through
a partnership with Lisle-based
Giant Steps, which runs a private
school for students with autism
and offers therapy and other
programming,

Leaders at both organizations
say the fundamentals of improv
comedy help improve communi-
cation skills, which are often a
challenge for those with autism.

“We know (improv) changes
people’s lives,” said Kelly Leonard,
executive director of insights and
applied improvisation at The Sec-
ond City. “We’ve seen it over and
over again.”

Abby Wagner, The Second
City’s vice president of training
centers and education programs,
said Improv for Autism, which
launched in 2013 for adults and
teens, is just one of the comedy
group’s “wellness” initiatives.
There also are classes for senior
citizens, people with anxiety and
Parkinson’s patients.

Giant Steps founder Debra
Nauman has two sons on the
autism spectrum and enrolled her
youngest, Christian, 14, in the
class.

She said she told him, “‘You
know those goofy things you do?
Nobody’s going to look at you
funny. They’re going to laugh. ”

All the students in the Giant
Steps class on a recent weekend
received laughs as they participa-
ted in several improv games. A
crowd favorite was the “World’s
Worst” game, in which the stu-

ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Molly Fisher, from left, leads Gabriel Parsi, Franncesca Strawser-Miller, Archer Hoffman, Michael Sagrati and Joey Butcher in an improv class.

dents called out professions and
others then had to act out the
world’s worst version of them.

One student mimicked unsuc-
cessfully searching for arabbitin a
hat as his version of the world’s
worst magician; another sug-
gested building “a wall,” in re-
sponse to the “world’s worst
president”

Some psychologists say they’ve
seen therapeutic benefits of im-
prov, not only for some of the
challenges associated with
autism, but also for people with
anxiety and depression.

They continue to study the
effects of improv on the brain and
say the gains go beyond entertain-
ment and could open a door to a
new area of mental health treat-
ment.

“This is my great hope,” said
Kristin Krueger, an Elmhurst
neuropsychologist and researcher
who studies the effects of improv
on anxiety and depression. “What
motivates me to do this work (is) ...

I would like to see a change in the
way we provide mental health
services.”

Further study of improv is
needed, Krueger said, but if the
benefits she’s seen are shown
through more research, access
could expand for those who might
not be receiving adequate mental
health treatment.

“Adding improv groups would
be a wonderful thing” she said.
“Instead of wait lists for thera-
pists, what if we had small rooms
filled with people doing improv?
It’s entirely possible, because this
is not an expensive or mystical
treatment.”

For people with autism, experts
say, improv offers an opportunity
to practice communication skills
— including talking to people and
looking them in the eye, and
listening and relating to others.

The possibility of improved
communication is what attracted
the Hoffman family to the Giant
Steps improv class, said Adam

Hoffman, of Glen Ellyn, whose
14-year-old son, Archer, is on the
spectrum.

“We were familiar with The
Second City, so the opportunity to
do something with them was a big
draw;” said Hoffman, explaining
that Archer has trouble with
language.

“We've tried to figure out how
to help him communicate,” he
said. “So this was a really natural
fit”

Archer was hesitant when the
class began but soon participated
on his own without prodding from
the teachers or his dad. He said his
favorite part was the World’s
Worst game.

Blythe Corbett, a pediatric
neuropsychologist and associate
professor at Vanderbilt University,
studies how theater and improv
can aid children with autism.
Through her work, she runs the
SENSE Theatre Research Pro-
gram, which includes an improv
component for children.

Her studies in the field show
improvement in social cognition,
communication and “the ability to
look at the world from another
person’s perspective,” she said.
Corbett’s research centers on how
“to think more expansively of how
we define treatment.”

Corbett and the SENSE Thea-
tre recently received a National
Institute of Mental Health grant to
expand the program and further
study how the drama program,
including improv, compares with
other, more traditional treatments
for autism.

“Improv teaches one to think
more broadly about different
situations,” Corbett said.

“A lot of our children with
autism have very rigid, concrete
patterns of thinking. So, the idea of
engaging in improvisational exer-
cises allows a child to think more
expansively.”

kthayer@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @knthayer
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King’s dream is alive —
but set up more chairs

RON GROSSMAN

AsIwas standing in
front of an oversized
photograph of Martin
Luther King Jr. at a Chi-
cago historic site recently,
I had this feeling there
was something he wanted
to ask me.

Hallowed ground can
play tricks on the mind.
Or, maybe it was because
of a question I’d just put
to an old man shoveling
snow across the street
from where King lived
when he brought his civil
rights crusade to Chicago
in 1966. As a conversa-
tion-starter, I’d said:
“How are things going?”

“Well, they haven’t
worn me down yet,” the
man said.

So there I was on that
street, looking at King’s
photo hanging on the
building that replaced the
brownstone where he
stayed in Chicago, when
I thought: Just suppose
Dr. King could ask me
that same question. “How
are things going?”

Iwould sputter and
stall. And then I'd have to
say: “Our president is a
racist.” It would be like
telling King that he’d lived
and died in vain.

American history, it
seems, has cycled back to
its opening chapter. Our
first president was a rac-
ist, an uncomfortable
truth that is typically
handled by the “yes, but”
defense. Yes, George
Washington owned
slaves, but he won our
nation’s freedom. So did
Thomas Jefferson, but he
wrote the Declaration of
Independence. That
ethical sleight of hand has
been employed for other
presidents who were
slaveholders as well.

But it won’t work for
Trump. Try saying: “Yes,
Trump should not have
called Puerto Ricans lazy,
but he ...”

What word comes
next? What worthy ac-
complishment or lofty
ambition sets off his la-
beling of Mexican immi-
grants as “rapists”?

The only consistent
policy objective I can
discern is Trump’s mor-
bid determination to kill
any federal program bear-
ing his predecessor’s
name. It matters not if it’s
popular, like Obamacare.
Frustrated that he
couldn’t get Congress to
repeal it, Trump slipped a
poison pill into the new
tax legislation — essen-
tially dropping the man-
datory coverage that a
health care insurance
system depends on.

Trump’s foul-mouthed
put-down of African
countries came at a bipar-
tisan meeting about re-
placing the Deferred
Action for Childhood
Arrivals program, which
gave a pass to immigrants
illegally brought here as
youngsters. If DACA was
abad idea, why replace it?
If it was a worthy idea,
why did Trump kill it?

In that conundrum lies
Trump’s motivation. As
Obama’s brainchild,
DACA had to go. As
Trump’s adoptive off-
spring, it could be resusci-
tated.

Thadn’t come to visit
King’s photo at 1550 S.
Hamlin Ave. so I could
vent my anger that Trump
could suggest a moral
equivalency between
neo-Nazi demonstrators
and those protesting
racism. It was King’s
birthday, and my wife and
I wanted to thank him for
liberating us from the
“yes, but” mentality.

We’re the offspring of
Eastern Europeans who
came here seeking free-
dom. But our school-
teachers offered all sorts
of rationalizations for the
painfully obvious fact of
segregation. That put a
stain on the American
Dream, of which we, but
not our black school-
mates, were heritors.

“I still have a dream,”
King said in 1963. “It’s a
dream deeply rooted in
the American Dream.”

But can his dream of a
colorblind society survive
a president who said
Haitian immigrants “all
have AIDS”?

I was still in a funk,
days after visiting King,
when I attended Sat-
urday’s Women’s March.
We joined other early
arrivals at the Federal
Plaza. Their thin ranks
seemed to verify predic-
tions of a lower turnout
than last year.

More trickled in, be-
coming a stream, then a
torrent. Gays and lesbians
flew the rainbow flag.
There was a marching
band of plumbers and
carpenters, women wear-
ing hard hats. Disabled
demonstrators marched
on crutches and pushed
walkers. Biracial children
perched on parents’
shoulders. A dog wore a
signboard proclaiming
“Dogs for DACA,” and an
older woman carried a
placard that said: “Look
Mr. Trump. I’'ve been
carrying this sign since
1960

I said softly: “Look,
Martin. These are your
children.” Indeed, they
were. Formerly margin-
alized, now empowered,
they were the offspring of
amovement born at the
Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church in Montgomery,
Ala., when King was its
pastor.

In 1955, a meeting was
held in the church base-
ment after Rosa Parks was
arrested for sitting in the
white section of a city bus.
The consensus was,
enough is enough.

Fifty years later, my
wife and I saw the chairs
still there. They were
arranged in a semicircle,
just like when the group
voted to boycott segre-
gated buses. Perhaps
someone said: “Leave
them. We might need to
call another meeting
someday.”

They sure got that
right. But I’'ve got to be-
lieve that this time, they’ll
have to set out a whole lot
more chairs.

rgrossman@chicagotribune.com
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CTA Red Line trains enter
and exit the 95th Street
station, the last stop of the
line on the South Side.

Red Line
extension
plan: 5
takeaways

By MARY WISNIEWSKI
AND LiSA DONOVAN
Chicago Tribune

The CTA announced Fri-
day where exactly it’ll carve
a path to extend the Red
Line on the South Side and
neighboring Riverdale.
That doesn’t mean it’s ready
to break ground on the
project, which city officials
have talked about for more
than 40 years.

There’s the issue of mon-
ey (the city hasn’t secured
any) and bureaucracy
(there’s plenty) when any
major public project is
launched. Extending the
Red Line south of the cur-
rent 95th Street terminus
will likely be no different.
Some takeaways:

W It’s a $2.3 billion project
and city officials haven’t
secured the bulk of that. It’s
unlikely that President
Donald Trump’s infrastruc-
ture plan, expected to be
rolled out in coming days,
will offer much relief. His
spending priorities suggest
he’s not high on public
transportation. State and
city coffers aren’t exactly
flush. And while there’s
much talk of involving the
private sector, investors
would be unlikely to see the
CTA as offering abig return.
Bt doesn’t hurt Mayor
Rahm Emanuel, who was at
a Friday news conference
announcing the route, to
make a big splash even as
planning inches along. It’s
re-election time and he’s
trying to court the African-
American vote.

B If the CTA secured the
money tomorrow, ground-
breaking wouldn’t begin
until 2022 at the earliest
because the city will need to
do an environmental analy-
sis and engineering work.
The agency also must buy,
and in some cases demolish,
residential and retail build-
ings for the 5.3-mile elevat-
ed train extension.

B There’s the looming
question of whether neigh-
borhoods along the route
will draw speculators and
drive up real estate prices.
Will this mirror what’s hap-
pening along The 606?

B With four new train stops
along the extended route,
planners expect 42,000
new passengers a day.
Trains may be even more
crowded than they are now,
but the CTA says commut-
ers traveling from 130th
Street to downtown will
save about 20 minutes.
Now, it takes about 58 min-
utes to ride the bus to the
95th Street stop and take
the train downtown.
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Killing of professor
in Naperville still
under investigation

BY DENISE CROSBY
The Beacon-News

David and Sandra Lange
were living a quiet, ordinary
life in Aurora’s Orchard
Valley subdivision when
they found themselves at
the center of what could
well be a “Dateline” mys-
tery.

The Langes describe
their lives now as a “night-
mare.”

On Jan. 27, 2017, their
37-year-old son, Matthew,
of Oswego, a popular associ-
ate professor of psychology
at Lewis University, was
shot and killed while wait-
ing in his car to pick up his
4-year-old son from a Polish
heritage class being held at
Scullen Middle School in
Naperville.

The moment they heard
anews report about a shoot-
ing there, the Langes say
they both knew immedi-
ately their son was the
victim. That knowledge was
so overwhelming that San-
dra Lange immediately got
on the phone with the
Naperville Police Depart-
ment — hands trembling,
voice barely audible —
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A year later, parents await
n son’s slaying

DENISE CROSBY/BEACON-NEWS

Aurora residents David and Sandra Lange talk about the
slaying of their son, Matthew, a year ago.

Matthew
Lange was
an associ-
ate psychol-
ogy profes-
sor at Lewis
University.

while her husband drove to
the school, hoping for the
best but fearing the worst.

Because police had al-
ready cordoned off the
crime scene at 2815 Mist-
flower Lane, David Lange
had no choice but to park on
103rd Street and try to get
any information he could
from the officer guarding
the entrance to the school.

“It’s got to be my son,” he
remembers uttering as he
looked from that distance
upon the gray Hyundai so
hauntingly illuminated by
law enforcement flood-
lights.

By that time, the man’s
body had been removed,
David Lange said.

“But the more I saw, the
more I knew” that his and
his wife’s fears had been
confirmed, he said.
Matthew Lange was de-
clared dead upon arrival at
Edward Hospital.

Police said he had been
shot multiple times, execu-
tion style, through the
closed window of his car as
he sat in the driver’s seat.
The slaying, authorities
noted soon after, did not
appear to be a random act.
They said the victim may
have been targeted.

David Lange said his
son’s Polish ex-wife, Jalita
Soliszko, had enrolled their
child in the Helena Modjes-
ka Polish School, which
rented space at Scullen for
the language classes.
Matthew Lange picked up
his son every other Friday at
Scullen, according to his
father.

David Lange, who taught
for 30 years at Freeman
Elementary School in Auro-
ra, has kept a journal
throughout the past year
that chronicles his and his
wife’s grief, frustrations,
angers and suspicions. They
declined to discuss the in-
vestigation, but said they
are pleased with how the
Naperville Police Depart-
ment is conducting it. They
said that they, like author-
ities, are confident an arrest
will be made at some point.

In addition to dealing
with the unsolved killing of
their only son, David and
Sandra Lange have also
been fighting another
highly emotional battle.
This one is in court with
Matthew Lange’s ex-wife —
the couple divorced in 2015
after six years of marriage —
in an attempt to get more
visitation with their grand-
son.

The Langes say they
cherish the little time they
now get with the boy, who
fortunately will have no
memories of his dad’s slay-
ing. They talk about
Matthew with his son, show
pictures to the child, and
smile when the little boy
spontaneously recalls
places and things associated
with his daddy. But they
can’t help but recognize the
void in their grandson’s life,
much like the “black hole”
they both agree still domi-
nates theirs.

“It used to be we would
get up and count the hours
until we could go to bed
again,” said David Lange,
who believes he and his
wife are struggling with
post-traumatic stress disor-
der because of the death of
their son, a 1997 West Auro-
ra High School graduate
who had worked for 20
years as a professional
stagehand at the Paramount
and Rialto theaters before
receiving his doctorate in
2015.

While Matthew Lange’s
death is still the first thing
they think about when they

get up in the morning and
the last thing they think
about before they fall to
sleep — when they can sleep
— “we don’t cry as often,”
said Sandra Lange, whose
sorrow seems evident in
every word she utters.

“In some ways it feels like
12 years ago. In some ways it
was like it happened yester-
day;” she said. “The wounds
are still there.”

So also is their resolve to
keep Matthew’s life and
unsolved shooting death
relevant.

The couple planned to
speak at a vigil put together
by their son’s friends on the
first anniversary of his
death Saturday at Scullen
Middle School. The Langes,
private people forced into a
horrific public spotlight,
gave the go-ahead with the
blessings of police, who
know the importance of
keeping this slaying in the
headlines.

“It is a case that is a
mystery;” Naperville police
Cmdr. Lou Cammiso said of
the still-active investigation,
which includes a $50,000
reward for information
leading to an arrest. “We
feel we can solve it, but we
need help from citizens. We
are hoping the attention

“In some ways it
feels like 12 years
ago. In some
ways it was like
it happened
yesterday. The
wounds are still
there.”

— Sandra Lange, mother of
Matthew Lange, who was
shot to death on Jan. 27,
2017, in Naperville

will bring in additional tips
and leads we need. We
implore the public to come
forward with any informa-
tion they have.”

According to the couple,
Scullen officials at first re-
fused to hold the vigil on
school property, describing
it as “inappropriate.” It was
a description, the couple
said, that made them so
angry they took it higher up
the school district chain to
eventually get permission
for the gathering.

“That is where he was
executed,” said a resolute
David Lange. “And this is
where we will remember
his life”

It was a life, by all ac-
counts, that was full of
accomplishment and prom-
ise, as well as with many
people who remember
Matthew Lange as a well-
respected and caring
teacher, a devoted friend,
and a dedicated and loving
father. He was also a son
who is painfully missed.

Earlier last week, David
Lange was working at the
dining room table on a talk
he said he hoped to deliver
at the vigil “without break-
ing down.”

And there was one stu-
dent-written letter that was
featured in a Lewis Uni-
versity publication after
Matthew Lange’s death,
which he wanted to share at
the Saturday gathering.

“I love that man for all
the care and wisdom he
gave even when I felt over-
whelmed,” the letter says, in
part. “He spoke so calmly
and diligently about the
importance of standing out
during times of strife. In
time, I hope his family finds
peace. Dr. Lange gave me
hope that even when the
world turns dark, the magic
of belief in yourself can light
your way.”

dcrosby@tribpub.com
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Employees and volunteers dismantle and move out Valeda, the transparent, computerized talking woman that was a teaching fixture at the Robert Crown Center in Hinsdale, on Friday.

#MeToo pushes new focus to sex ed

Sex ed, from Page 1

power and outdated gender
roles, advocates who devel-
op and provide sex educa-
tion resources for schools
say many school districts
are now embracing a phi-
losophy their organizations
have touted for years: Sex
education in schools must
be delivered through amore
social-emotional approach,
not merely a fifth-grade
field trip to see a robotic
woman with light-up fallo-
pian tubes, or a one-time
lecture from a gym teacher
on “the birds and the bees”

“There’s definitely a push
that we’re already seeing in
terms of what we hear from
educators,” said Nicole
Cushman, executive direc-
tor of Answer, a national
organization out of Rutgers
University that provides
and promotes sex educa-
tion. “They’re looking for
lesson plans, tools, things
they can use to get the
conversations started in the
classroom.”

To meet the demand,
organizations like Robert
Crown and Answer are de-
veloping new curricula and
resources to help school
districts teach sex educa-
tion on a continuum, start-
ing with lessons on how to
be a good friend in kinder-
garten, and working up to
facts about sexually trans-
mitted diseases in 12th
grade.

But will this increased
interest in sex education be
enough for a cultural shift
that prevents future #Me-
Too movements?

It’s complicated, advo-
cates say.

School budget con-
straints and an emphasis on
common core subjects and
test scores persist. Mean-
while, because Illinois and
several other states do not
mandate sex education at
public schools, disparity
abounds. While some
school districts embrace
new social-emotional sex
education offerings, others
offer no sex education to
students at all.

“That really is part of the
challenge when we talk
about what it would take to
have the tools to have solu-
tions for addressing the
#MeToo issue;” said Chitra
Panjabi, president and CEO
of the Sexuality Informa-
tion and Education Council
of the United States, a
Washington-based organi-
zation that offers fact-based
sexual education resources.
“This patchwork of laws
and policies makes it really
challenging to ensure that
we have a consistent way of
providing this education
that young people need,”
she said.

And as technology and
culture evolve, so must edu-
cation. When Kenneth
Polin, a pediatrician at
Town & Country Pediatrics
in Chicago, had children in
elementary school 20 years

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

The Robert Crown Center’s exhibits will be stored at McMillen Health in Fort Wayne, Ind.,
for two years. Then they will be shipped as a donation to a new health center in India.
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Joe Chandler, a volunteer from the Hinsdale Rotary Club, helps to move out exhibits that
were used to teach Chicago-area elementary and middle school students sex education.

ago, he volunteered to speak
to the fifth-grade class
members each year about
their changing bodies. In
his lessons to boys and girls,
Polin, now 62, partnered
with a school social worker
to talk about male and
female anatomy.

Polin then did his best to
answer questions. “I tried to
give them the straight story,
not censored at all” he
recalled. “I wanted to give
them information and not
apply guilt”

But that was before the
internet was available to
offer children access to in-
formation, images and dis-
cussions well beyond their
years. Today, young people
need much more than a
one-time visit from a doctor
to field their questions
about sex, Polin said. “Kids
know so much more than
they did previously. It’s be-
come critical that they are
educated better.”

Illinois state law does not
mandate sex education in
public schools and offers
only broad guidelines to
those school districts that
choose to include it.

Until 2013, a state statute
required school districts

CHUCK BERMAN/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Fifth-graders react during a presentation at the center in
201. The programs will be taught at schools in the future.

that opted to teach sex
education in grades six
through 12 to emphasize
abstinence as the expected
norm, teaching that abstain-
ing from sex is the only
option that is 100 percent
effective against unwanted
pregnancies and disease,
and that pupils should not
engage in sexual inter-
course until they are ready

for marriage.

But after pushback from
legislators who pointed to
studies that abstinence-
only education was not ef-
fective, the law was
changed in 2014 to state that
sex education for grades six
through 12 should include
instruction on both absti-
nence and birth control for
the prevention of preg-

nancy and sexually trans-
mitted diseases.

To fill in the gaps, several
nonprofit organizations
have stepped in to develop
sex education programs for
school districts to use if they
see fit.

At Advocates for Youth,
a Washington-based or-
ganization that promotes
policy and champions sexu-
al health programs for
youths, staff two years ago
saw a shortage of curricula
available to teach students
in kindergarten through
12th grade about sexual
health in a way that was
continuous and inclusive of
people of various sexual
orientations and genders.

The organization devel-
oped a comprehensive new
program, which comes with
homework assignments for
students and their families,
and lessons at every grade
level, ranging from identify-
ing body parts, to how to
have consent conversations
about sex before, not dur-
ing, the moment.

The program, called
Rights, Respect and Re-
sponsibility, has been one of
the most downloaded offer-
ings on the organization’s
website in recent months,
said Debra Hauser, execu-
tive director for Advocates
for Youth. “It’s not like
you’re teaching sex in ele-
mentary school,” Hauser
said. “If you’ve got a good,
quality, comprehensive sex
ed program, what you get is
this scaffolding of topics
that helps young people to
identify things.”

Answer, the group out of
Rutgers, released an ani-
mated video last year
geared toward 10-to-14-
year-olds about sexual as-
sault. The video has been
viewed more than 104,000
times — surpassing all other
videos the organization re-
leased last year — and dem-
onstrating educators’ need
for teaching materials in the
wake of #MeToo, Cushman
said.

Carolyn Fitzpatrick,
medical director of the Dr.
A. L. Burdick Family Medi-
cine Center in Oak Park,
said each of her four chil-
dren, ages 15, 12, 9 and 6,
attended health education
programs at the Robert
Crown Center. She, too, saw
apresentation that included
Valeda when she was a teen
growing up in the Chicago
suburbs.

But the #MeToo move-
ment has reminded us that
in today’s world we must
keep lines of communica-
tion open with children
about their bodies, safety
and sexual situations on
many levels, she said. Par-
ents have the first job of
introducing concepts and
beginning to teach empow-
erment and respect for
themselves and others. But
schools are also an ideal
setting for some of the
messages to sink in, Fitz-
patrick added.

“If you've got

a good, quality,
comprehensive
sex ed program,
what you get is
this scaffolding
of topics that
helps young
people to
identify things.”

— Debra Hauser,
executive director for
Advocates for Youth

“They can feel a little
more comfortable knowing
that there’s another child
who has a similar thought
or a similar question,” she
said.

From Robert Crown’s
new office-only space in
Hinsdale, which will house
employees, the 18 staff
members are now redesign-
ing their sex education pro-
gram brought entirely to
schools.

Although they are still in
early discussions, education
staff know the new curricu-
lum will start young, teach
students about healthy re-
lationships and breaking
gender silos, and aim to
empower children to feel
comfortable talking to each
other and trusted adults
about topics once consid-
ered uncomfortable.

“Inthe past our programs
have been very science-
based,” said Kris Adzia, di-
rector of education for the
center. “We’re looking to
expand to more social-emo-
tional topics. Those conver-
sations would be a good fit
and help lay the foundation
for healthy relationships.”

For now, Valeda and
other exhibits from the old
building will be stored at
McMillen Health in Fort
Wayne, Ind. In two years,
the exhibits will be shipped
as a donation to what is to
be a new health center in
Chandigarh, India, the first
of its kind in the country.
The old Robert Crown Cen-
ter building was purchased
for $2.35 million by the
Hinsdale Humane Society,
which plans to use it to
expand.

Robert Crown Center of-
ficials say even without
their historic building, they
plan to keep serving more
than 80,000 students in the
Chicago area each year.

“It’s the end of an era”
said Barb Thayer, the cen-
ter’s executive director.
“But we have to adapt to
what the culture is in the
world and in the school
environment. The field trip
model just doesn’t work the
way it once did”

vortiz@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @vikkiortiz
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lllinois State Police are investigating after eight vehicles crashed in the Loop on Saturday.

1 dead, 11 hurt as 8 cars crash in Loop

One person is dead and 11
people were hospitalized
after a multiple-vehicle
crash Saturday near Con-
gress Parkway and Wells
Street in Chicago, officials
said.

The accident, which hap-
pened around 4:30 p.m.,
involved eight vehicles, au-
thorities said.

Citing preliminary infor-
mation, Chicago Police De-

partment spokesman An-
thony Guglielmi said a mo-
torist appeared to have lost
control of a vehicle before it
crashed into others.
Chicago Fire Depart-
ment officials said four
adults were taken in critical
to serious condition and
three in good condition to
Stroger Hospital. Three
people in critical to serious
condition were taken to

Northwestern Memorial
Hospital, and two adults in
fair to serious condition
were taken to Rush Uni-
versity Hospital. Fire offi-
cials said others declined
treatment at the scene.
Illinois State Police later
said one person died of
injuries from the crash. The
gender was not provided.

— Deanese Williams-Harris

CHICAGO WEEK

Some public health ex-
perts say more than a
dozen poor Chicago neigh-
borhoods, most on the
South and West sides, are
becoming “pharmacy des-
erts” where it has become
difficult for people to get
the medicines they need.

Eventhough flights were
slightly down, a record
number of passengers trav-
eled through Chicago’s two
airports last year, with al-
most 80 million passengers
using O’Hare International
Airport and about 22 mil-
lion passing through Mid-
way.

An accused sex traf-
ficker is arguing through
his attorney that he can’t get
a fair trial because of the
amount of attention being
paid to the #MeToo move-
ment. Benjamin Biancofiori

is accused of using death
threats, vicious beatings
and other abuse to force
women into sexual servi-
tude. But his lawyer wrote
in a motion that it will be
difficult “to select a jury that
is untainted by the veritable
flood of reporting on the
subject” of sexual harass-
ment and abuse.

A Chicago police officer
under scrutiny for fatally
shooting two people in 2015
has been charged with two
counts of battery and one
count of theft in connection
with a fight in December.
Robert Rialmo allegedly
knocked two men to the
floor at a Far Northwest
Side Italian restaurant and
left with a jacket belonging
to one of the victims. Ri-
almo could be fired for the
fatal shooting of Quintonio
LeGrier, 19, and bystander

Bettie Jones, 55, in Decem-
ber 2015.

Democratic state Sen. Ira
Silverstein was not guilty of
sexual harassment but “did
behave in a manner unbe-
coming of alegislator” in his
dealings with a victims
rights advocate, a special
legislative inspector general
found. Silverstein, who is
married to 50th Ward Ald.
Debra Silverstein, said his
“priorities are now my fam-
ily and my re-election.”

Protests quickly fol-
lowed a University of Chi-
cago’s invitation to political
strategist Steve Bannon to
speak at the school. No date
has been set, and repre-
sentatives for Bannon, a
former adviser to President
Donald Trump who has
pushed for a harder line on
trade and immigration,
could not be reached.
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Bonuses go
toward bills,
vacations

Bonuses, from Page 1

holders and company own-
ers, in the form of more jobs
and higher wages.

Since the law’s passage,
more than 250 companies
have announced bonuses,
affecting about 3 million
employees, according to
Americans for Tax Reform,
the Washington, D.C.-based
nonprofit started by anti-
tax crusader Grover
Norquist.

Despite the flurry of an-
nouncements, only 7 per-
cent of 333 large and mid-
size U.S. companies sur-
veyed by human resources
consulting firm Willis Tow-
ers Watson have increased
wages for all employees or
plan to this year. An addi-
tional 8 percent have in-
creased or are planning to
increase pay for lower-wage
workers, and 11 percent
have introduced or are
planning to introduce prof-
it-sharing payouts or one-
time bonuses.

Economists question
whether one-time bonuses
— which aren’t necessarily
being handed out to all
workers — will be more of a
short-term shot for the
economy, rather than the
boost that wage increases
could bring. Skeptics have
said the programs are large-
ly public relations moves or
undertaken to curry favor
with the Trump adminis-
tration. Some companies
have announced the cash
disbursements as they were
also laying off employees.

The list of Illinois-based
companies that have an-
nounced bonuses for their
employees is dominated by
financial institutions, in-
cluding Discover Financial
Services, First Midwest
Bancorp, MB Financial,
Wintrust Bank, and Ameri-
can Community Bank &
Trust in Woodstock.

Other Chicago-area resi-
dents are benefiting, too, as
employees of major corpo-
rations who have an-
nounced the payouts. AT&T
is distributing $200 million,
while American Airlines is
handing out $130 million
and Comcast $100 million.

But as Five Senses in
Peoria shows, it’s not just
banks and Fortune 100
companies sending workers
home with extra cash.

Hair stylist Breitanya
Williams spent part of her
bonus fixing the taillights
on her Buick Rendezvous —
the only vehicle she and her
husband own that will fit all
four of their young children.

Another portion of
Williams’ extra money went
toward subscribing to a
workout program. “That’s
like my life-changing part,”
said Williams, 25. “I just had
my fourth child in five years
... (and I’'m) trying to make
my family and myself
healthier”

Williams’ colleague
Laura Naven also put her
bonus toward her family.
She paid down hospital bills
left over from when she
gave birth to her 4-month-
old and put some money

into savings.

“T have two kids, so build-
ing up the savings is key
right now;” said Naven, 33,
general manager at Five
Senses.

A big tax cut like this one
is rare, said Lawrence Offi-
cer, an economics professor
at the University of Illinois
at Chicago. It happens may-
be once or twice in a
generation, and usually
companies wouldn’t pass it
along to their employees so
quickly, he said.

It will take the better part
of a year to see what econo-
mic impact the tax changes
will have, Officer said. That
includes whether it leads to
true wage increases, which
consumers factor into their
budgets and can lead to
sustained higher spending.

A one-time infusion of
extra cash isn’t going to
change the way people
spend, Officer said.

The Economic Stimulus
Act of 2008, signed by
President George W. Bush,
included individual income
tax rebates. Most tax filers
received a $600 rebate, or
$1,200 for joint tax filers.
Instead of spending it and
jump-starting an economy
trying to climb out of the
Great Recession, most peo-
ple used it to pay down debt.
Tax credits were deployed
in 2009 and 2010 as part of
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009,
signed by President Barack
Obama.

Now that the economy is
better, people may not be
paying down debt. But “if
it's a bonus, a one-time
thing ... you say, ‘To hell
with that, ’'m goingto take a
vacation in the (Wisconsin)
Dells or go to Jamaica, ”
Officer said.

That’s more or less what
Kristin Moore, 41, is doing.
A corporate culture admin-
istrator at MB Financial,
Moore booked a weeklong
trip to Iceland in April with
her mom as soon as she was
notified about her bonus.

About 75 percent of MB
Financial employees re-
ceived a bonus. Moore said
she got a little less than
$600 after taxes.

“Nothing specific was
planned, but definitely once
I got notice about (the
bonus) it was a quick phone
call to my mom,” she said.
“She went online and had
something booked that
day”

Other employees receiv-
ing bonuses were grateful
but said a one-time windfall
didn’t paper over larger
financial concerns.

Dea Polchow, 57, who
works at an AT&T wireless
call center in Rantoul, in
east-central Illinois, re-
ceived her $1,000 bonus
check — minus about $400
in taxes — just in time to pay
off some holiday shopping
bills.

While happy to lower her
debt, there isn’t money left
for much else. “It’s $600,”
she said. “By the time you
get a couple of bills caught
up, it’s not much.”

After the announcement

DARYL WILSON/FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Paola Hinton, owner of Five Senses Spa, Salon and Barber-
shop in Peoria, gave each of her employees a $500 bonus.

Some companies, however, an-
nounced the cash disbursements as
they were also laying off employees.

of the bonuses, AT&T sent
layoff notices to 600 work-
ers in Illinois and other
Midwestern states.

At American Airlines,
which also promised em-
ployees $1,000 bonuses,
Dennis Tajer, a captain
based in Chicago, said he’d
likely use his check to help
his daughter with college
expenses.

Tajer, a spokesman for
the Allied Pilots Associ-
ation, the union represent-
ing American’s pilots, noted
the money will have a great-
er impact for lower-wage
airline workers. While pi-
lots appreciated the extra
cash, the bonuses don’t ad-
dress other concerns about
compensation, he said.

“A thousand dollars is
nice, but let’s get at the

foundation of this,”
said.

Instead of one-time cash
payments, some companies
promised workers long-
term improvements in
wages or benefits.

In addition to handing
out bonuses, MB Financial
raised its minimum wage to
$15 beginning Jan. 1. The
bank previously paid the
legal minimum wage.

Walmart, meanwhile,
said it would raise its start-
ing wage for hourly associ-
ates to $11 from $9 and
expand paid family leave
benefits. That’s in addition
to giving out one-time bo-
nuses to all employees who
have worked for the retailer
for at least two years or
aren’t benefiting from the
starting wage increase.

Tajer

WARREN SKALSKI/FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Part-time teller Gloria Torres and co-workers at Fifth Third Bank in Orland Park received a raise and a $1,000 bonus.

In Illinois, more than
34,600 hourly Walmart and
Sam’s Club workers will
receive a bonus, and about
20,000 will receive a pay
increase, spokesman Blake
Jackson said. After the
raises take effect in Febru-
ary, the average wage for
full-time workers in Illinois
will be about $14 per hour,
up from $13.61.

“Tax reform gives us the
opportunity to be more
competitive globally and to
accelerate plans for the
U.S.” Walmart CEO Doug
McMillon said in a state-
ment earlier this month
announcing the changes.

However, on the same
day Walmart announced
the bonuses and raises, it
also announced it was clos-
ing 63 Sam’s Club stores,
including six in the Chicago
area. Meanwhile, 400 to
500 jobs at the company’s
Arkansas headquarters are
being cut, though some em-
ployees will be rehired in
different roles. More layoffs
are expected next year
when Walmart relocates fa-
cilities on the site of its new
corporate headquarters.

Starbucks and JPMorgan
Chase also credited the tax
legislation for bumping up
already-planned improve-
ments to benefits and
wages.

At JPMorgan Chase,
nearly 20 percent of the
bank’s Chicago-area work-
force, or 2,734 hourly em-
ployees, will see wages rise
to $16.50 per hour on Feb.
25, spokeswoman Christine
Holevas said. Most cur-
rently earn $12 per hour.

Chase had already
planned to increase those
workers’ pay to $15 per hour
over a couple of years, but it
moved up the timing as part
of a plan to spend $20
billion nationwide over five
years on raises for 22,000
hourly workers, new
branch openings, and in-
creased lending and philan-
thropy.

Similarly, Starbucks was
already working on plans to
give retail employees sick
time benefits, and the com-
pany raises wages annually.
But it wouldn’t have intro-
duced paid sick time this
soon, or made additional
wage increase and stock
grant bonuses, without the
legislation, spokesman Reg-

gie Borges said. Wage in-
creases, which take effect in
April, will vary by region but
total roughly $120 million
through the end of the fiscal
year.

Corporations likely have
another motive beyond
sharing the benefits of the
tax cut: finding and keeping
workers in a tight labor
market, said Ben Harris, a
visiting professor at North-
western University’s Kel-
logg School of Manage-
ment.

“Companies don’t give
bonuses out of the goodness
of their heart; they give
bonuses to attract workers
or keep the workers they
already have;” Harris said.
That said, “from a worker’s
perspective, $1,000 is
$1,000. It doesn’t matter
why my company is paying
it”

A bonus and raise helped
retain at least one employee
at Fifth Third Bank’s south
suburban Orland Park
branch. The Cincinnati-
based bank raised its min-
imum hourly wage to $15
and distributed one-time
$1,000 bonuses to more
than 13,500 employees, in-
cluding Gloria Torres, 69,
who started working part-
time as a teller after “retir-
ing” seven years ago, and
had been planning to seek
full-time employment else-
where for financial reasons.

“But after (the bonus and
raise), I figured, Why not
stay with Fifth Third?” said
Torres, who has worked at
the bank for 13 years.

About 75 percent of the
bank’s employees received a
pay increase or bonus dur-
ing the holidays. All 14
Orland Park employees re-
ceived the bonus, branch
manager Reina Goodman
said.

While Fifth Third points
directly to Trump’s Repub-
lican-backed tax cut as the
catalyst for the bonuses,
Torres is not particularly
interested in the politics
behind the decision.

“T guess I have to give
(Trump) a little credit
there” she said. “But I feel
more gratitude towards the
bank, the people I work
with.”

amarotti@chicagotribune.com
lzumbach@chicagotribune.com
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Schakowsky to skip Trump’s | |10 [e):47
State of the Umon address AFFECTING

By KATHERINE SKIBA
Chicago Tribune

and White Supremacists in o R
Charlottesville, to referring

to Haiti and African nations
as ‘sh*tholes’, President so M Eo N E Yo u
Trump has completely dis-
respected millions of patri-
otic Americans and the of-

fice of the presidency” the | | A Jocal research study is now enrolling people

10-term lawmaker said.

“Time and time again he aged 50 to 85

WASHINGTON —
Democratic U.S. Rep. Jan
Schakowsky announced
Friday she’s boycotting this
week’s State of the Union
speech, saying the Ameri-
can people had been sub-
jected to a year of “racist, has sown division and ha-

erratic and divisive behav- tred” she added. “We cant | | Pagple with memory loss or early Alzheimer’s disease

ior” from the president. treat this as normal. I refuse

“T refuse to normalize BRIAN CASSELLA/TRIBUNE 2017  to sit on the floor of the and a regu|ar Suppor‘[ partner may be e||g|b|e

President Donald Trump Democratic U.S. Rep. Jan House of Representatives

and his loathsome language  Schakowsky said the presi-  and politely clap for a man

and actions,” she said in a  dent has repeatedly “sown  who has demonstrated such H 1 - -

statement. division and hatred.” clear contempt for so many For more Informatlon! cal I 847 509 0270
“With every day that pas- segments of the American ' o . _

ses, a new tweet, breaking ents had spoken loudly and  population” For those who qualify and participate, all study-related care (including

news story, or leaked quote ~ clearly, asking her to “re- A handful of Democrats | | investigational drug and study-related doctor visits) will be provided at
sheds new light on Presi- sist” and “boycott” Trump’s already have announced

dent Trump’s twisted and first State of the Union they’re skipping Trump’s no cost You may receive compensation for travel costs.

prejudiced mind,” she said.  speech on Tuesday. speech. One of them is U.S.
“I refuse to accept that as “From calling for an il- Rep. John Lewis, a Georgia ..
the new normal” legal ban of Muslims during Democrat and civil rights WWW. M ISSION AD com

Schakowsky has snubbed  the first week of his presi- movement leader.
Trump before, staying away dency (and on Holocaust

from his inauguration last Remembrance Day) and re-  kskiba@chicagotribune.com i |'53":3| (N AD

year. She said her constitu- fusing to condemn Nazis Twitter @KatherineSkiba
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Trader Gregory Rowe wears a hat highlighting the recent stock market surge for which the Trump administration has taken a few bows.

The Trump economy
IS NO great success

STEVE CHAPMAN

Amid all the uncertainty about
Donald Trump’s presidency, his ad-
mirers are sure of one thing: The
economy is booming, and it’s because
of him. We are riding a mighty wave
of prosperity driven by his tax cuts,
deregulation and business savvy.

The enthusiasm is contagious.
“T've really liked what he’s done for
the economy;” marveled Goldman
Sachs CEO Lloyd Blankfein. “Year
One has been nothing short of excel-
lent,” declared Fox Business Net-
work’s Maria Bartiromo. Blackstone
Group Chairman Stephen Schwarz-
man said, “There are companies all
around the world who are looking at
the U.S. now and saying, “This is the
place to be in the developed world.” ”

They have some evidence to bran-
dish: Economic growth picked up last
year. The unemployment rate fell to
4.1 percent. The stock market soared
by 27 percent during Trump’s first

ear.

So the bullish outlook is not en-
tirely without basis. The economy is
doing well in most respects, and

Trump’s policies have contributed.
Tax cuts are good for business, every-
thing else being equal, and so is de-
regulation — though either may also
have damaging consequences in the
future.

But presidents don’t have nearly as
much to do with our economic for-
tunes as Trump’s supporters believe.
And if they do, those people owe
Barack Obama a big fat groveling
apology.

Trump is the classic example of a
man born on third base who thinks
he hit a triple. When he brags of low
unemployment on his watch, he
neglects to mention that under his
predecessor, the rate fell from a peak
of 10 percent in 2009 to 4.8 percent.
When Republicans claim the Dow
Jones industrial average as vindica-
tion, they forget that it tripled under
Obama. Inflation, which they predic-
ted would run out of control, was cut
in half during his presidency.

The 2.3 percent real gross domes-
tic product growth Trump can point
to in 2017 was better than the 2016
rate but worse than what Obama
recorded in 2014 and 2015. Last year,
the economy added 2.1 million jobs —
which sounds good until you con-
sider that it added even more in each
of Obama’s last four years.

By two standards that Trump
invoked on his way to the White

House, he’s failing, The first is the
trade deficit, which has grown since
he took office. The second is the
budget deficit, which fell from $1.4
trillion in Obama’s first fiscal year to
$666 billion in his final fiscal year —
and is projected to rise from $440
billion this year to $1 trillion by 2020.

Trump boasted on Twitter
Wednesday: “Tremendous invest-
ment by companies from all over the
world being made in America. There
has never been anything like it” Oh?
From 2009 to 2016, new foreign
direct investment more than doubled.
Last year, it declined. Apparently,
foreign investors are not feeling quite
the same excitement they felt before
Trump arrived.

If the standard GOP formula of tax
cuts and deregulation is the key to
economic progress, you have to won-
der why it didn’t work for George W.
Bush.

Average annual GDP growth was
higher during his tenure than during
Obama’s, but Bush had a weaker
record on job growth. The unemploy-
ment rate, which was 4.2 percent
when he arrived, was 7.8 percent
when he left.

The stock market declined in
Bush’s first term and again in his
second term, for a total loss of 25
percent. He also presided over a
financial panic, a housing crash and

the Great Recession, all of which
struck with devastating force in the
final year of his presidency and left
the economy in a deep hole.

Much of what happened under
Bush was not his fault, and much of
what happened under Obama was
not his doing. Presidents have only
modest control over the enormous,
unpredictable beast we know as the
economy. Often they are not driving
the bus but riding the train, fated to
go wherever it takes them.

The Federal Reserve, Congress,
foreign economies, wars and assorted
unforeseen events play a role in rais-
ing or slowing growth. Simple luck
and factors that may be invisible to
everyone also affect outcomes. If and
when the economy stalls, Trump and
his fan club will deny responsibility.

For now, though, they are claiming
successes that are nonexistent or
greatly exaggerated. A year into his
presidency, Trump has yet to show
he can produce any better results
than Obama did. And unfortunately,
the economy doesn’t run on delu-
sions.

Steve Chapman, a member of the
Tribune Editorial Board, blogs at
www.chicagotribune.com/
chapman.

Twitter @SteveChapmanl3
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Mixed verdict on Silverstein: A win for process

Denise Rotheimer
wanted to be heard.

And, at last, she was.

Nearly a year after the
north suburban victims’
rights advocate filed an
ethics complaint against
Democratic state Sen. Ira
Silverstein of Chicago
alleging thathe had a
“twisted agenda” and pur-
sued her romantically
“with the intent to de-
grade” her when they
worked together on a bill,
her allegations made a big
splash in Springfield.

She testified in an open
hearing at the Capitol that
Silverstein played frighten-
ing and unconscionable
“mind games” with her.

Her complaint, amplified
by being in the first wave of
what now seems like a
never-ending flood of sexu-
al harassment and abuse
accusations against power-
ful men, was widely cov-
ered.

Rotheimer provided
reporters with a 444-page
PDF file of nearly 17
months of her Facebook
message correspondence
with Silverstein, and many
media outlets, including the
Tribune, published ex-
cerpts. I read the entire file
and had extensive conver-
sations with her.

Rotheimer wanted to be
taken seriously.

And she was.

Democrats stripped
Silverstein of a nearly
$21,000-a-year leadership
position, a raft of challeng-
ers filed petitions to run
against him in the March
20 primary and Special
Legislative Inspector Gen-
eral Julie Porter launched
an extensive investigation
into her claims, including
the damning allegation that
Silverstein slow-walked the
progress of the bill he was
sponsoring on Rotheimer’s
behalf in order to get more
time to flirt with her.

BLUEROOMSTREAM

Denise Rotheimer accused state Sen. Ira Silverstein of sexual harassment.

Porter interviewed 20
witnesses — including, at
length, Rotheimer and
Silverstein — and pored
over the voluminous docu-
mentary record in the case.

Nearly 13 pages of
Porter’s 25-page report
released to the public
Thursday examine in
granular detail the byzan-
tine, fitful progress and
ultimate failure of Senate
Bill 2151, Rotheimer’s at-
tempt to amend the Crime
Victims Compensation Act
to allow for reimbursement
of related attorneys’ fees.

Much of the rest of the
report applies scrutiny to
the embarrassing but non-
explicit electronic commu-
nications between the two.

Rotheimer wanted to be
vindicated.

And she was not. Porter
found that the repartee
appeared mutually enjoy-
able, though it did show
that Silverstein “did not
maintain an appropriate
professional distance from
the proponent of a bill he
was sponsoring” and there-
by committed “conduct
unbecoming of a legislator.”

He was never accused of
making or even attempting
to initiate sexual contact,

and his actions did “not
come close to meeting the
standards that courts re-
quire to prove sexual har-
assment under Illinois and
federal law;” she wrote.

Porter also concluded
that Silverstein “earnestly
and aggressively” tried to
advance SB2151 despite
strong opposition from
other victims’ advocates,
and that, if anything, “he
kept going and going be-
cause he wanted to help,
please and placate
Rotheimer.”

Porter wrote that, “far
from coming off as intimi-
dating to Rotheimer, Silver-
stein appears overly eager
to please her”

That was my reading of
the evidence when it first
came to light late last year:
A married lawmaker with a
goofy, schoolboy crush on a
single woman who needed
his help, a woman who led
him on by at least pretend-
ing to return his romantic
interest.

Rotheimer angrily took
issue with that assessment
and told me many times
that Silverstein disgusted
her and that she only pre-
tended to play along with
him out of fear that he
would abandon sponsor-

ship of her bill.

Porter, smartly, declined
to referee that claim.

“I take Rotheimer’s
perspective on the Face-
book exchanges seriously;”
she wrote in what I believe
to be the most important
passage of her report. “I do
not suggest that she is lying
about how she felt and I do
not conclude that she sub-
jectively welcomed the
communications” from
Silverstein.

“Although Rotheimer’s
subjective perspective is
relevant, it is also critical to
assess the evidence objec-
tively,” Porter wrote. “My
objective assessment is that
even if Rotheimer was
internally cringing at the
messages Silverstein sent
her and did not welcome
them, she gave no outward
sign of that (at) all, and no
one — including Silverstein
— would have had any way
of knowing that she was
not a fully willing participa-
nt in the discussions.”

This is fair. Subjective
experiences matter in cases
of alleged sexual harass-
ment, but absent other
evidence they can’t be
considered dispositive.
Feelings are not facts. In-
tentions matter.

And although Silver-
stein’s intentions were
pretty clearly unwhole-
some — Porter scoffed in
her report at his “denial of
any sexual connotations at
all to the messages” when
she interviewed him — as
well as unbecoming a legis-
lator, they were not, by any
objective standard, sinister
or predatory.

Rotheimer ripped
Porter’s investigation as
“pathetic” and “incom-
plete” in a conversation
with me Friday morning. In
short conversations with
Silverstein on Thursday
and Friday, he told me he
was “not going to argue”
with Porter’s conclusions,
which included the obser-
vation that “he does not
appear fully to accept that
the (Facebook) messages
went beyond oking
around.” ”

Does he want to offer
anyone an apology? “I don’t
want to answer that;” he
said. “I wouldn’t do what I
did again, but ’'m moving
on”

Rotheimer wanted Sil-
verstein held account-
able.

And he has been.

In her testimony in
Springfield last fall,
Rotheimer demanded
Silverstein “answer for” his
behavior with her, and
although he has said pre-
cious little and will not be
sanctioned, circumstances
have punished him.

The investigatory find-
ings cleared him of the
most serious allegations,
but Silverstein’s early refus-
al to defend himselfin
public gave significant
traction to those who are
aiming to end his political
career. One challenger in
particular, Ram Villivalam,
has racked up a gaudy list
of endorsements from
prominent Democrats and
labor leaders who would

otherwise be expected to
endorse the incumbent.

Further, Silverstein is
awaiting a ruling on a chal-
lenge to his nominating
petitions, which at last
count were 45 signatures
short of making him eligi-
ble to be on the ballot. He
told me this problem was
unrelated to his high-pro-
file difficulties and that his
campaign is going well.

Whether or not he’s
re-elected, his reputation
has suffered a major blow.
Those excruciating Face-
book messages will never
g0 away.

What has not been
harmed here, however, is
the idea that women who
feel sexually harassed
should get a fair hearing.
The thoroughness of
Porter’s investigation
should be a model for how
all such complaints are
handled in the future.

Re: Tweets

If it wouldn’t have been a
conflict of interest, I would
have nominated my own
offering — “Headline: “The
Senate has confirmed Alex
Azar, a former pharmaceu-
tical executive, to be the
next HHS secretary’ Ques-
tion for Trump supporters:
How’s that drainy-swampy
stuff workin’ out for ya?”
for Tweet of the Week.

But I have no illusions
that it would have beaten
the reader favorite in our
weekly poll, “Everyone said
the hamster catapult wasn't
appropriate for the science
fair, but no one could stop
watching,” by
@Smug _Lemur.

Receive an email alert when
each week’s new poll is
posted by subscribing to the
Change of Subject newslet-
ter at chicagotribune.com/
newsletters

ericzorn@gmail.com
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10 things you might not know about

PRESIDENTIAL NICKNAMES

By MARK JACOB AND STEPHAN BENZKOFER

We've entered the second year of the presi-
dency of Donald Trump, who may be the na-
tion’s most nickname-loving leader ever. Just ask
Rocket Man, Crooked Hillary and Sloppy Steve.

Or check out these facts, Dear Readers:

The Donald, a nickname that came

from his ex-wife Ivana. “As most
people know, English isn’t my first
language, in fact it’s my fourth,” the
Czech native told The Washington
Post. “... I started putting ‘The’ in front
of most people’s names. Yes, you know
the outcome — “The Donald’ just
slipped off the tongue. ...” For a time,
Trump and his wife fought over the
trademark of The Donald, but both
backed off. Trump’s opponents have
invented hundreds of other nicknames
for him, including Short-Fingered
Vulgarian, Agent Orange and Twitler.

1 Trump has long been known as

New Deal Caesar, That Madman

in the White House, the Raw
Dealocrat and even Kangaroosevelt.
That last nickname is a reference to his
first bid for president in 1932, when his
running mate was the more highly
regarded House Speaker John Nance
Garner. Political wags called it a “kan-
garoo ticket” — stronger in the rear
than in the front.

2 Franklin Roosevelt was known as

grandiose nicknames, but long

before he was the Father of Our
Country or the American Fabius, he
was Conotocarious. That’s what Seneca
leader Tanacharison called the young
British officer when Washington nego-
tiated with him in 1753 before the
French and Indian War. Washington’s
great-grandfather, John, first earned
that nickname decades before, and the
Native Americans hadn’t forgotten. For
good reason: John massacred five Na-
tive American chiefs who had come to
talk under a flag of truce. Somehow
George chose to consider Conotocari-
ous — Devourer of Villages — as a term
of affection, and he embraced the nick-
name.

3 George Washington has many

Light-Bulb Lyndon because he
went around the White House
turning out lights to save money.

I Lyndon B. Johnson was known as

his brothers were known by the

nickname of Tke sometime in their
lives, presumably as a shortening of
their last name. As a child, Eisenhower
was called Little Ike, Ugly Ike and even
Big Ike when he got older. Dwight was
the only sibling to keep the nickname
for his whole life. It made for a memo-
rable campaign slogan (“I like Tke”) and
was the nickname for the Army’s waist-
length jacket introduced during World
War II. When he died in 1969, Eisen-
hower was buried in his “Ike jacket.”

5 Dwight Eisenhower and all five of

nickname was, of course, Tricky

Dick, which is traced to 1950,
when he used underhanded tactics to
win a Senate race against Helen Gaha-
gan Douglas, whom Nixon backers
called the Pink Lady, suggesting she
was soft on communism. Nixon was
also known as the Fighting Quaker, the
Mad Monk and the Nation’s No. 1 Foot-
ball Fan. When he was a student, his
classmates called him Iron Butt be-
cause he spent so much time studying
at the library.

5 Richard Nixon’s most famous

chilly personality that he was

Benjamin Harrison had such a
7 called the Human Iceberg.

of the United States) is getting a

Secret Service code name. Which
sounds a lot cooler than getting a code
name from the White House Commu-
nications Agency, which actually gener-
ates the names. Nevertheless, Trump is
Mogul and Barack Obama was Rene-
gade. The first president to get a code
name was Harry Truman, who was
General. Which must have irked Eisen-
hower, a bona fide five-star general
who followed him in office and had to
settle for Providence.

8 A perk of being POTUS (president

on presidents is a

tradition that goes
well beyond the U.S. bor-
ders. Somalis, for example,
love nicknames that in
other cultures would be
considered rude. An am-
putee might be called One
Leg. A person with a large
gap between their front
teeth? Field Goal. So former
Somali President Hassan
Mohamud, who left office
in 2017, likely thought he
got off easy with
Madaxweyne, literally Big
Head.

9 Conferring nicknames

Trump isn’t the
1 O first president to
like nicknames,

and he isn’t the first to see
alot to like in Russian
President Vladimir Putin.
George “Dubya” Bush had
anickname for nearly
everybody he came in
contact with, including his
own wife (Bushie) and
senior adviser Karl Rove
(Turd Blossom). He called
his Russian counterpart
Pootie-Poot.

mjacob@chicagotribune.com
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Serial predator Larry Nassar is
headed to prison for the rest of
his life, a fate he richly deserves.
The Michigan State University
doctor sexually abused scores of
female gymnasts and other ath-
letes under the guise of medical
care.

End of story? Not even close.
The fallout from his case is
spreading like a mushroom cloud.
MSU’s athletic director resigned
on Friday. Earlier in the week,
MSU President Lou Anna Simon
stepped down for mishandling
the scandal. The chairman and
several board members of USA
Gymnastics, the sport’s governing
body, also have resigned. USA
Gymnastics said on Friday that
the remaining board members
also will resign. That move
came under pressure from the
United States Olympic Commit-
tee.

The political and legal heat is
building. Among those investigat-
ing: the NCAA, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education and Michi-
gan’s attorney general. The
speaker of Michigan’s House
wants the resignations of MSU’s
trustees, who are elected, not
appointed. And U.S. Sen. Gary
Peters, D-Mich., seeks congres-
sional hearings “in order to make
systemic changes in the way these
cases are handled”

But we hope this mega-#Me-
Too moment provides more than
headlines for politicians and
paydays for lawyers. These inves-
tigations and hearings should
focus on the army of Nassar’s
enablers — and how to stop the
next serial abuser. Wittingly or
no, that army shielded Nassar for
years. Finally, one courageous
former gymnast, Rachael Denhol-
lander, filed a criminal complaint.
Eventually the world learned

not only of Nassar, but of his
enablers.

They’re human beings. Yes, as
a society we design systems and
protocols to protect children — at
home, at school and beyond.
Whatever else comes from this
scandal, all of us should demand
better, stronger protocols to pro-
tect young people.

But changing rules, pro-
cedures, processes, isn’t enough.
Because “the system” isn’t just, or
even primarily, best practices.

EDITORIALS

Who failed the gymnasts?
It wasn’t ‘the system.
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The system works or fails because
the authorities within it either
meet their responsibilities or, as
in this case, don’t.

Who were Nassar’s enablers?

People who received reports of
abuse committed by Nassar, a
widely respected doctor, and did
not energetically react.

People, including some par-
ents, who wish they had pursued
the claims of youngsters or were
too quick to accept Nassar’s reas-
surance that he’d done nothing
wrong.

People in powerful positions at
MSU and athletic organizations
who blithely delegated oversight
to their subordinates without
routinely enforcing accountabil-

TN =

o

— S L A

Ea = ST S e Y

= o e
ey

ERRies R L8
e

i

i

!

L. R s __d\q_ ___5_:\.:.._\,,,\__.\<

s
i
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People who worked with
young athletes and heard their
reports but warned that they
could be endangering their ca-
reers if they persisted.

So before a cluster of investiga-
tions leads to a pile of reports,
let’s focus on what really has to
happen here.

Institutions are defined by
their people, not their sys-
tems. Institutions are only as
good as the way their people
execute. And institutions can
improve — provided they help
their people adapt, learn, im-
prove.
This may seem an odd place to

mention the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago, with its dismal record in
earlier decades of ignoring or
brushing off child sexual abuse by
clergy members. But here’s the
point: A new generation of arch-
diocesan officials changed proto-
cols, yes. But they also mandated
training, and tighter reporting
responsibilities, for everyone who
has contact with young people.
The result is a culture of vigilance
in which even suspicions of mis-
conduct demand a chain of re-
sponses. The humans are still
imperfect — but none of them
wants to be the educator, coach or
activities leader who hears some-
thing yet says nothing.

No matter where all of us live
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and work, each of us who comes
in contact with children during
the day — at every school, every
gym, every scout troop, every
chess club — should ask: Do we
have a culture of vigilance? Does
every adult, every supervisor,
know that it is his or her responsi-
bility — his or her overwhelming
duty — to swiftly report suspi-
cions and follow up? Does every
higher-up who receives an abuse
report take prompt, aggressive
action to learn ifa claim is
founded or not?

Those who fail in that duty
deserve the same grave repercus-
sions that now shake a communi-
ty, a university, a state, a nation, an
Olympic sport.

In November, the Illinois
General Assembly hastily passed
a law prohibiting sexual harass-
ment by state lawmakers and
hired a legislative inspector
general to determine whether
Sen. Ira Silverstein, D-Chicago,
had violated that new law. The
IG, Julie Porter, has concluded
he did not.

Victims’ advocate Denise
Rotheimer said she endured
unwanted sexual overtures from
Silverstein because he was spon-
soring a bill she badly wanted to
pass. She filed an ethics com-
plaint after it became clear the bill
was going nowhere. But the IG’s
job was vacant, so her complaint
languished for a year.

Porter’s report concludes that
the bill died because of opposition
from other stakeholders, com-

Bad boy, Ira

bined with Rotheimer’s refusal to
compromise — not because Sil-
verstein was using it as “leverage”
to pursue a romantic relationship.

The IG found Silverstein en-
gaged in conduct unbecoming a
legislator, but not sexual harass-
ment.

The trove of late-night mes-
saging between Silverstein and
Rotheimer isn’t included in the
report, but you can Google it if
you haven’t already. Suffice it to
say, it goes way beyond harmless
flirtation.

The report characterizes that
correspondence as “personal”
and not one-sided. The activist
and the lawmaker complimented
each other’s appearance, “sought
each other’s approval and contin-
ued attention and developed a

more-than-just-professional
relationship,” the report says.

Porter did not conclude that
Rotheimer welcomed the ex-
changes. But Silverstein could
have gotten that message: “There
are dozens of instances where
Rotheimer initiates, prolongs and
deepens the intimacy of the dis-
cussions,” the report says.

Silverstein admitted to Porter
that he “crossed a line,” the report
says, but denied the messages had
any sexual connotation, saying he
was “joking around.”

But Porter concluded those
messages “created at least the
appearance that he had a roman-
tic interest in Rotheimer;” and
that “has harmed the public’s
trust in the General Assembly.”

In the end, Porter said Silver-
stein didn’t commit sexual har-

assment, so he’s not subject to
the $5,000 fine. He did violate
the section of the Illinois Govern-
mental Ethics Act known as the
legislative code of conduct — a
weak set of rules that comes with
alot of disclaimers and equivoca-
tions.

Specifically, Silverstein’s con-
duct was “unbecoming of a legis-
lator” The law provides no defini-
tion and no penalty. Bad boy, Ira.

Don’t write this off as a minor
indiscretion involving two
adults. Silverstein is supposed to
be working for the citizens of his
district and of Illinois. His embar-
rassing exchanges with
Rotheimer — sexual or not, mutu-
al or not — raise questions about
his handling of any legislation he
sponsors and votes on. Whose

interests are being represented?
The taxpayers’? His bff’s? His
own?

The bigger picture here is that
the General Assembly was doing
zilch to police ethical misconduct
of any stripe until the #MeToo
movement forced it to take a
brave stand against sexual harass-
ment. Legislative leaders know-
ingly left the IG’s office vacant for
almost three years.

The even bigger picture is
that most ethical breaches still
carry no consequences. Passing a
law to punish sexual harassers
doesn’t do anything to punish
those who engage in other mis-
conduct. Hiring someone to en-
force a meaningless law doesn’t
fix it.

Luckily, there’s an election
coming up.

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

While Amazon may have the deck stacked in picking its HQ2 loca-
tion, the mayors and elected leaders of these cities owe it to their tax-
payers and citizens to ensure they are not on the hook for hundreds of
millions, and in some cases as much as $7 billion, in incentives to one of
the world’s most valuable companies and richest men. Indeed, many of
the leading shortlist cities are led by progressive mayors, including
some with national political ambitions like Eric Garcetti in L.A. and
Bill de Blasio in New York, as well as Bill Peduto in Pittsburgh, Muriel
Bowser in D.C., Rahm Emanuel in Chicago and Ras Baraka in Newark.

The truly progressive thing to do is to forge a pact to not give

Amazon a penny in tax incentives or other handouts, thereby forcing

the company to make its decision based on merit. That would be

something that would truly benefit the winning city — and the rest of

us as well.

Richard Florida, CNN

Mike Pence’s trip was less important for what it accomplished than what it reflected and
represented: Under President Trump, the U.S.-Israel relationship has undergone a transi-
tion from a valued special relationship to one that’s seemingly exclusive. ... Pence benefited
from the revised timing of the trip. His visit came just days after Palestinian Authority chief
Mahmoud Abbas, in an unhinged speech ripping Trump’s decision on Jerusalem, veered
into rank anti-Semitism and denied the Jewish people’s historic connection to Israel. “This
is a colonial enterprise that has nothing to do with Jewishness,” Abbas said. “The Jews
were used as a tool under the concept of the promised land — call it whatever you want.
Everything has been made up.” Those who have been arguing for years that Abbas is no
partner for peace — Benjamin Netanyahu above all — hardly could have scripted it better. ...

What was once a thoroughly bipartisan issue has been increasingly harnessed in the
service of partisan politics, as a recent Pew poll reflects: Currently, 79 percent of Republi-
cans say they sympathize more with Israel than the Palestinians, compared with just 27
percent of Democrats — a gap wider than at any point since 1978.

Aaron David Miller, Politico
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“Why do you think there haven’t been any other women? They

QUOTABLES

already know. I was the one who was clueless”

— Victims’ advocate Denise Rotheimer, on the finding from the General Assembly’s watchdog
that Democratic state Sen. Ira Silverstein did not sexually harass her while the two worked on

a bill. She described the investigation process as “rigged” to protect lawmakers.

“To call the world nuclear situation dire is to understate

the danger — and its immediacy.”

— The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists’ science and security board, on the decision
to move the Doomsday Clock 30 seconds ahead. The clock is now two minutes from

midnight.

Why evangelic

als made a deal

with the devilish Donald Trump

g

CLARENCE PAGE

As president, Donald

Trump has been the answer to
conservative evangelical lead-

ers’ prayers. But the partner-
ship comes with a price.
Prominent evangelicals

have been called hypocrites for

sticking with Trump despite
credible new allegations that
he had an extramarital affair
with a porn star in 2006 —
only four months after his
wife, Melania, gave birth to
their son, Barron — then paid
her to stay silent in the final

weeks of his 2016 presidential

campaign.

Can you imagine how many
conservative heads would have
exploded with outrage if Presi-

dent Barack Obama had been
accused of anything like this
bombshell?

Hold that thought while
considering how evangelical
activist Tony Perkins, presi-
dent of the politically potent

Family Research Council, used

a popular term from golf to
describe his response to the
Trump allegations:

“We kind of gave him — ‘All

right, you get a mulligan. You
get a do-over here; ” Perkins
said in an interview Tuesday
for Politico’s “Off Message”
podcast.

In golf, a mulligan is a sec-

ond free chance to take a good

shot after making an uncom-
monly bad first attempt.
Perkins tried to separate

Trump the policymaker, which

conservative evangelicals

wholeheartedly embrace, from

Trump the man. He may be a

work in progress at best, say the

faith leaders, but he’s “our”
work in progress.

“Our country’s got a sin
problem,” the Rev. Franklin
Graham, son of the Rev. Billy

Graham and current president

of the Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, told
MSNBC host Alex Witt in an
interview Jan. 20. “We cer-

tainly don’t hold him up as the
pastor of this country, and he’s

not. But I appreciate the fact

that the president does have a

concern for Christian values,
he does have a concern to

protect Christians — whether
it’s here at home or around the

——.

A
-
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Tony Perkins, president of the Family Research Council, listens to White House counselor Kellyanne Conway during the council’s annual
Values Voter Summit last fall in Washington. Perkins considers President Donald Trump a champion for evangelical Christians.

world — and I appreciate the
fact that he protects religious
liberty and freedom.”

Indeed, Trump and evan-
gelicals looked like an odd
match when Trump cam-
paigned at Liberty University,
the Values Voter Summit in
Washington and other reli-
gious venues. Without award-
ing either a free pass or a scar-

let letter to Trump’s controver-

sial behavior, Perkins, Graham
and numerous other evan-
gelicals put up with Trump’s
shortcomings to receive the
benefits of his appreciation.

Who's right? Evangelicals
overwhelmingly supported
Trump over Democrat Hillary
Clinton. There has been some
erosion since then, but most
have remained loyal to him as
he has delivered on some

major promises.

It’s not hypocrisy, conserva-
tive faith leaders say, but a
question of different priorities.
For example, they applaud
Team Trump’s efforts to roll
back abortion rights, the ap-
pointment of conservative
Supreme Court Justice Neil
Gorsuch and Trump’s “reli-
gious freedom” executive
orders — which critics de-
nounce as a “freedom-to-
discriminate against LGBTQ
rights” order.

Interestingly, Perkins de-
scribed the motivations of his
fellow “values voters” in the
stark terms of modern identity
politics: He spoke of a righ-
teous “us” versus the ruthless,
corrupt and vindictive “them,”
who in his mind tend to be
liberal Democrats.

Evangelical Christians, says
Perkins, “were tired of being
kicked around by Barack
Obama and his leftists. And I
think they are finally glad that
there’s somebody on the play-
ground that is willing to punch
the bully”

Hey, what happened to
turning the other cheek? asked
Politico reporter Edward-Isaac
Dovere.

“You know, you only have
two cheeks,” Perkins said.
“Look, Christianity is not all
about being a welcome mat
which people can just stomp
their feet on.”

And the culture war wages
on. If you, like I, do not think of
Obama as a “bully;” you under-
stand how conservative faith
leaders are casting themselves
and their flock as an identity

group in starkly political
terms: victims besieged by a
sense of victimization in a
hostile world.

President Trump knows
how to play that card. He won
the presidency partly because
of it. But, as much as evan-
gelicals appreciate their alli-
ance with Trump, the “mulli-
gan” is good only once. In
theological terms, Trump must
go forth and sin no more.
That’s a lot to ask of any politi-
cian. For Trump, it might take
amiracle.

Clarence Page, a member of the
Tribune Editorial Board, blogs
at www.chicagotribune.com/

pagespage.

cpage@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @cptime

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE
Strict scrutiny

I am a proud graduate of the
University of Chicago. I consider
my time there as one of the most
important developmental steps in
my life. I continue my relation-
ship with the U. of C. as the corre-
spondent of my graduating class.
It was there that I learned to
examine unpopular ideas, con-
flicting ideas, new and strange
ideas, with an unbiased bent to
understand and learn.

I believe Nat Hentoff’s notion
that the best response to speech
we do not like is better speech. I
despise Steve Bannon and find
him and his ideas disgusting and
contrary to all of the values and
principles of our democracy.
However, I applaud the School of
Business’ decision to have him
speak on campus. Subject his
ideas to the usual scrutiny we
have learned and practiced at the
U. of C. for generations. Let him
feel the sting of true academic
examination.

Those who would bar him
from campus seem cowardly and

fearful that they do not have the
intellectual ability to deal with his
ideas. If his economic ideas paral-
lel his social ideas, he will be
exposed as an irrelevant scholar.

For online exclusive letters please visit chicagotribune.com/letters.
Send letters by e-mail to ctc-TribLetter@tribune.com or to Voice of the
People, Chicago Tribune, 435 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611.
Include your name, address and phone number.

If not, who knows, we may even
learn something from him.

— Robert B. Bloom, Highland
Park

We need a win

I think it’s time to start quanti-
fying how many young people
across our nation are now the
survivors of school shootings.

JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

These are lasting scars.

We need to be bold, like Aus-
tralia, and face the problem head
on. Don’t we, as a nation, want to
excel in all things? This would be
a huge win. To those who say that
criminals will still be criminals
even if we pass stricter gun laws, T
would ask if that keeps them from
locking their doors at night.

We must do what we can to

prevent these homegrown crimes
from continuing to proliferate.
Eleven school shootings since the
first of the year and, yes, Congress
is at fault. Sorry friends, I know
you are sympathetic, but you are
not bold enough.

Do something big and brave —
be leaders.

— Paula Getman, Chicago

Red tape

Republicans are used to criti-
cizing government for stifling
small business with bureaucratic
red tape. But now in Kentucky
officials are purposely adding red
tape to Medicaid just to take away
health care from the poor, making
it complicated on purpose just so
people miss one form and lose
their coverage.

How many flu shots and check-
ups and prescriptions could be
paid for with the money that will
now be spent paying bureaucrats
to design and process new forms,
send notices to patients kicking
them off Medicaid, and adminis-
tering all the new red tape? How
many will miss out on potential
jobs due to illnesses that could
have been prevented? Intentional
cruelty seems to have become
part of the agenda.

— Tom Vega-Byrnes, Chicago
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Kabul ambulance blast k]]ls 95

More than 150
wounded in attack
claimed by Taliban

By RAHIM FAIEZ
Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan —
A suicide bomber drove an
ambulance into a commer-
cial area by pretending to be
carrying a patient to a
hospital and then deto-
nated his explosives at a
checkpoint near the Euro-
pean Union consulate,
killing at least 95 people
and wounding 158 more in
an attack claimed by the
Taliban, authorities said.

Saturday’s powerful ex-
plosion, which came a week
after Taliban militants
killed 22 people at an inter-
national hotel in Af-
ghanistan’s capital, Kabul,
was felt throughout the city
and covered the blast area
in smoke and dust. Dozens
of vehicles were damaged
or destroyed, and several
shops were decimated.

Windows at the nearby
Jamhuriat government
hospital were shattered,
and its walls were damaged.
People ran out to help, and
ambulances arrived to
transport dozens of
wounded people to hospi-
tals.

The attacker used the
ambulance to coast through
one security checkpoint in
central Kabul by telling
police he was transporting
a patient and then deto-
nated his explosives at a
second checkpoint, the In-
terior Ministry said. Four
suspects in the deadly
bombing, which occurred
near the European Union
and Indian consulates, had
been arrested and were
being questioned, the min-
istry said, but it didn’t

MASSOUD HOSSAINI/AP

A wounded man is carried after a deadly suicide attack near a checkpoint in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Saturday.

elaborate.

“The majority of the dead
in the attack are civilians,
but of course we have mili-
tary casualties as well,” min-
istry spokesman Nasrat
Rahimi said.

A Taliban spokesman,
Zabiullah Mujahid, claimed
responsibility for the bomb-
ing, which sent thick, black
smoke into the sky from a
site near the government’s
former Interior Ministry
building.

It has been a month of
relentless attacks across Af-
ghanistan, with the Taliban
and an Islamic State affiliate
trading claims of responsi-
bility. The brutality and
frequency of the attacks,

including one in December
at a Shiite cultural center,
has shattered Afghanistan’s
usually quiet winter, when
fighting normally slows
down.

UN. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres quickly
condemned Saturday’s at-
tack, saying through a
spokesman that “Indiscrim-
inate attacks against civil-
ians ... can never be justi-
fied” U.S. Ambassador to
Afghanistan John Bass
called the attack “senseless
and cowardly.”

And the International
Committee of the Red Cross
seethed that the ambulance
attack was “unacceptable
and unjustifiable,” saying in

a tweet: “The use of an
ambulance in today’s attack
in #Kabul is harrowing”

US. Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson said the Tali-
ban’s use of an ambulance
as a weapon to target civil-
ians “represents inhumane
disregard for the people of
Afghanistan and is a viola-
tion of the most basic inter-
national norms.”

It was the second Taliban
attack in a week on a
high-security target in the
city. Last weekend, six Tali-
ban militants attacked
Kabul’s Intercontinental
Hotel, leaving 22 people,
including 14 foreigners,
dead. About 150 guests fled
the gunbattle and fire

sparked by the assault by
climbing down bedsheets
tied to balconies. The U.S.
Department of State said
American citizens were
killed and injured in that
attack.

The hotel attack
prompted the United States
to repeat its demand that
Pakistan expel Taliban
members who have found
sanctuary on its soil, with
particular reference to the
Haqgqgani network.

On Wednesday a U.S.
drone slammed into Paki-
stani tribal territory that
borders Afghanistan, killing
two Haqqgani commanders,
said Pakistani officials, who
deny providing organized

camps for their safety. Paki-
stan says the Taliban cross
the porous border that
separates the countries
along with the estimated
1.5 million Afghan refugees
still living in Pakistan.

The recent attacks have
infuriated Afghans, frus-
trated by the worsening
security after 16 years of
war. The Afghans have ex-
pressed their anger with
neighbor Pakistan for har-
boring insurgents and with
the U.S.-led coalition for its
inability to suppress the
insurgency.

They also have blamed
the deteriorating security
situation on a deeply di-
vided government em-
broiled in political feuding
that has paralyzed Parlia-
ment.

After Saturday’s attacks,
Pakistan issued a statement
that condemned the bomb-
ing, saying, “No cause or
ends justify acts of terror-
ism against innocent peo-
ple”

Afghan security forces,
whose competency has
been uneven, have strug-
gled to fight the Taliban
since the U.S. and NATO
formally ended their com-
bat mission in 2014.

President Donald Trump
has pursued a plan that
involves sending thousands
more troops to Afghanistan
and envisions shifting away
from a time-based approach
to one that more explicitly
links U.S. assistance to con-
crete results from the
Afghan government.

The Republican presi-
dent’s UN. envoy, Nikki
Haley, said after a recent
visit to Afghanistan that his
policy was working and that
peace talks between the
government and the Tali-
ban are closer than ever
before.

Casino mogul quits
RNC finance position

Close Trump ally denies allegations of sexual harassment

BY SEAN SULLIVAN
AND ROBERT COSTA
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Ca-
sino mogul Steve Wynn
stepped down as finance
chairman of the Republican
National Committee on Sat-
urday, becoming the latest
powerful figure to surren-
der an influential post amid
allegations of sexual mis-
conduct.

In a statement, Wynn
thanked President Donald
Trump, a close ally, for the
opportunity to serve.

“Effective today I'm re-
signing as finance chairman
of the RNC,” Wynn said.
“The unbelievable success
we have achieved must con-
tinue. The work we are
doing to make America a
better place is too important
to be impaired by this dis-
traction. “

In her own statement,
RNC Chair Ronna Romney
McDaniel said: “Today I
accepted Steve Wynn’s res-
ignation as Republican Na-
tional Committee Finance
Chair” She did not elabo-
rate on the circumstances of
his departure or mention
the allegations against him.

Wynn'’s resignation came

a day after a Wall Street
Journal report that in-
cluded interviews with doz-
ens of people who have
worked at his casinos or had
been informed of his alleged
misconduct, including ac-
cusations that he pressured
some employees to perform
sex acts. One case led to a
$7.5 million settlement with
a manicurist, the news-
paper reported.

Wynn denied the allega-
tions.

“The idea that I ever
assaulted any woman is
preposterous,” he said Fri-
day. He said the accusations
stem from an ongoing legal
battle with his ex-wife,
Elaine Wynn.

The allegations against
Wynn have come during a
wave of sexual misconduct
claims against prominent
media, entertainment and
political figures that gained
momentum last fall after
the emergence of detailed
allegations of rape and har-
assment involving movie
producer Harvey Wein-
stein.

“They couldn’t tolerate
having him in that role,
given what the party leader-
ship had said about Demo-
crats and Harvey Wein-

stein. And it’d be hard to go
into the next RNC meeting
with this hanging out
there,” former RNC chair-
man Michael Steele said.

The RNC is set to hold its
winter meeting in Washing-
ton in the coming days,
where the finance chair-
man position and fallout
from the Wynn allegations
are expected to be a topic of
conversation.

Trump and McDaniel
discussed the Wynn contro-
versy by phone Saturday,
according to two people
briefed on the call.

Since 2013, Wynn has
contributed nearly $2.4 mil-
lion to GOP candidates and
party organizations around
the country, including 2017
special election winners as
well as dozens of state
Republican Party commit-
tees.

On Friday, the Demo-
cratic National Committee
criticized the RNC for its
initial silence about Wynn.
He also contributed to
Democrats in 2000 and
donated $2,700 to Hillary
Clinton’s 2016 presidential
campaign.

As RNC members
learned of Wynn'’s resigna-
tion, which was first re-

ported by Politico, they of-
fered mixed opinions of
how committee leaders
handled the situation.

One RNC member
voiced fury over the com-
mittee’s “silence” since the
Journal story was first pub-
lished, and said McDaniel
should have done more to
provide information about
the developments and
‘Wynn’s status.

“We were in the dark for
24 hours. No guidance, no
decision, nothing;” the RNC
member said, requesting
anonymity.

But a second RNC mem-

ber, a state party chair also
not authorized to speak
publicly, defended McDan-
iel and said she was doing
her job by waiting until the
White House and Trump
made a decision before she
took her own position. “The
‘White House runs the RNC,
not the other way around,”
the RNC member said.

A person with direct
knowledge of the situation
said Trump had signed off
on the decision for Wynn to
resign. The person spoke to
The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity.

Wynn’s replacement is

SAUL LOEB/GETTY-AFP
Casino mogul Steve Wynn and wife Andrea attend an event last year at the White House.

expected to be someone
who has a strong relation-
ship with Trump and deep
ties in the financial commu-
nity.

Steele predicted the RNC
might install an interim
finance chair, but, “it’s a big
job and they’ll need the
right person this year”

He added: “You’re one of
the lead dogs raising money
in the party and you have to
have street cred in the
finance world so you can
shake trees.”

Associated Press contrib-
uted.

HANS PENNINK/AP

Some ice racers compete for money, with first-prize purses
of up to $500 on a recent race day. But most are amateurs.

With cool

By MicHAEL HiLL
Associated Press

NORTHVILLE, NY. —
They kick-start their bikes
during cold snaps, hit high-
way speeds on ice and take
tight turns on studded tires,
leaving crystalline clouds in
their wake.

Call them freezy riders,
motorcycle racers who
seem to defy physics — and
maybe common sense — by
buzzing around slick tracks
plowed out atop frozen
lakes and rivers each winter.

“The adrenaline of going

factor, motorcyclists race on ice

70 mph and dragging across
the ice is something you
can’t find anywhere else,”
Mike Parodi said after an-
other run around Great
Sacandaga Lake in the Adi-
rondacks during a bitter
cold weekend this month.

The riders on upstate
New York ice this winter
are butchers, contractors,
maintenance workers, fa-
thers and sons.

Some compete for mon-
ey, with first-prize purses of
up to $500 on a recent race
day. But most are amateurs,
who put thrills and bravado

above the ever-present risk
of spinning out and slipping
sideways across the ice.

“It’s a lot easier on your
body when you fall. You just
kind of slide out. On dirt,
you tumble, cartwheel. You
can really get hurt” said
Johnny Gocha, among the
more than 90 racers who
competed recently on an
oval track plowed atop the
14-inch-thick ice on Warner
Lake near Albany.

Ice tracks might be gen-
tler than dirt, but they’re
temperamental.

Warm spells the last two

winters sidelined racers.

This winter’s big chill
across the Northeast was
great for ice formation —
about 15 inches thick on
Sacandaga on a recent
weekend.

But those same frigid
temps seemed to discour-
age riders on a day organ-
izers had to cancel races.

“We got where it was
negative 15 or something”
Alex Quarterley said after
taking some laps for fun.

“It’s really all in the face.
You got to watch for frost-
bite”
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Scientists hunt super shot to stop flu

1918 pandemic still
teaches researchers
important lessons

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
descriptions are haunting,

Some victims felt fine in
the morning and were dead
by night. Faces turned blue
as patients coughed up
blood. Stacked bodies out-
numbered coffins.

A century after one of
history’s most catastrophic
disease outbreaks, scientists
are rethinking how to guard
against another super-flu
like the 1918 influenza that
killed tens of millions as it
swept the globe.

There’s no way to predict
what strain of the shape-
shifting flu virus could trig-
ger another pandemic or,
given modern medical tools,
how bad it might be.

But researchers hope
they’re finally closing in on
stronger flu shots, ways to
boost much-needed protec-
tion against ordinary winter
influenza and guard against
future pandemics at the
same time.

“We have to do better and
by better, we mean a uni-
versal flu vaccine. A vaccine
that is going to protect you
against essentially all, or
most, strains of flu,” said Dr.
Anthony Fauci of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health.

Labs around the country
are hunting for a super-shot
that could eliminate the
annual fall vaccination in
favor of one every five years
or 10 years, or maybe, even-
tually, a childhood immuni-
zation that could last for life.

Fauci is designating a
universal flu vaccine a top
priority for NIH’s National
Institute of Allergy and In-
fectious Diseases. Last sum-
mer, he brought together
more than 150 leading re-
searchers to map a path.

A few attempts are enter-
ing first-stage human safety
testing.

Still, it’s a tall order.
Despite 100 years of scien-
ce, the flu virus too often

- L
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Volunteer nurses from the American Red Cross tend to 1918 influenza patients in the Oakland Municipal Auditorium.

beats our best defenses be-
cause it constantly mutates.

Researchers are dissect-
ing the cloak that disguises
influenza as it sneaks past
the immune system, and
finding some rare targets
that stay the same from
strain to strain, year to year.

“We've made some seri-
ous inroads into under-
standing how we can better
protect ourselves. Now we
have to put that into frui-
tion,” said flu biologist Ian
Wilson of The Scripps Re-
search Institute in La Jolla,
California.

The somber centennial
highlights the need.

Back then, there was no
flu vaccine — it wouldn’t
arrive for decades. Today,
vaccination is the best pro-
tection, and Fauci never
skips his.

But at best, the seasonal
vaccine is 60 percent effec-
tive. Protection dropped to
19 percent a few years ago
when the vaccine didn’t
match an evolving virus.

If a never-before-seen flu

strain erupts, it takes
months to brew a new
vaccine. Doses arrived too
late for the last, fortunately
mild, pandemic in 2009.

Lacking a better option,
Fauci said the nation is
“chasing” animal flu strains
that might become the next
human threat. Today’s top
concern is a lethal bird flu
that jumped from poultry to
more than 1,500 people in
China since 2013.

Last year it mutated,
meaning millions of just-in-
case vaccine doses in a U.S.
stockpile no longer match.

Three more flu pan-
demics have struck since
1918, in 1957,1968 and 2009,
spreading widely but no-
where near as deadly. The
NIH’s Dr. Jeffery Tauben-
berger’s research shows the
family tree, each subse-
quent pandemic a result of
flu viruses carried by birds
or pigs mixing with 1918 flu
genes.

“This 100-year timeline
of information about how
the virus adapted to us and

how we adapt to the new
viruses, it teaches us that we
can’t keep designing vac-
cines based on the past,”
said Dr. Barney Graham,
deputy director of NIH’s
Vaccine Research Center.

The new vaccine quest
starts with two proteins,
hemagglutinin and neur-
aminidase, that coat flu’s
surface. The “H” allows flu
to latch onto respiratory
cells and infect them. After-
ward, the “N” helps the
virus spread.

They also form the
names of influenza A vi-
ruses, the most dangerous
flu family. With 18 hemag-
glutinin varieties and 11
types of neuraminidase —
most carried by birds —
there are lots of potential
combinations. That virulent
1918 virus was the HIN1
subtype; milder HINI1
strains still circulate.

This winter H3N2, a de-
scendant of the 1968 pan-
demic, is causing most of
the misery.

Think of hemagglutinin

as a miniature broccoli
stalk. Its flower-like head
attracts the immune system,
which produces infection-
blocking antibodies if the
top is similar enough to a
previous infection or that
year’s vaccination.

But that head also is
where mutations pile up.

A turning point toward
better vaccines was a 2009
discovery that, sometimes,
people make a small num-
ber of antibodies that in-
stead target spots on the
hemagglutinin stem that
don’t mutate.

Even better, “these anti-
bodies were much broader
than anything we’ve seen,”
capable of blocking multi-
ple subtypes of flu, said
Scripps’ Wilson.

Scientists are trying dif-
ferent tricks to spur produc-
tion of those antibodies.

In a lab at NIH’s Vaccine
Research Center, “we think
taking the head off will
solve the problem,” Graham
said. His team brews vac-
cine from the stems and

attaches them to ball-
shaped nanoparticles easily
spotted by the immune sys-
tem.

In New York, pioneering
flu microbiologist Peter
Palese at Mount Sinai’s Ic-
ahn School of Medicine
uses “chimeric” viruses —
the hemagglutinin head
comes from bird flu, the
stem from common human
flu viruses — to redirect the
immune system.

“We have made the head,
so that the immune system
really doesn’t recognize it,”
Palese said.

GlaxoSmithKline and the
Gates Foundation are fund-
ing initial safety tests.

In addition to working
with Janssen Pharmaceu-
ticals on a stem vaccine,
Wilson’s team also is ex-
ploring how to turn flu-
fighting antibodies into an
oral drug.

“Say a pandemic came
along and you didn’t have
time to make vaccine. You'd
want something to block
infection if possible,” he
said.

NIH’s Taubenberger is
taking a completely differ-
ent approach. He’s brewing
a vaccine cocktail that com-
bines particles of four dif-
ferent hemagglutinins that
in turn trigger protection
against other related
strains.

Yet lingering mysteries
hamper the research.

Scientists now think peo-
ple respond differently to
vaccination based on their
flu history.

“Perhaps we recognize
best the first flu we ever
see;” said NIH immunolo-
gist Adrian McDermott.

The idea is that your
immune system is im-
printed with that first strain
and may not respond as well
to a vaccine against another.

Still, no one knows the
ultimate origin of that terri-
fying 1918 flu. But key to its
lethality was bird-like hem-
agglutinin.

That Chinese H7N9 bird
flu “worries me a lot”
Taubenberger said. “How
does an avian virus become
adapted to a mammal?”
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This year’s flu shot targets the strains that are making Americans sick, mainly the H3N2
flu virus. But exactly how effectively it is working won’t be known until next month.

Flu widespread across U.S.,
39 states cite high volume

By MIKE STOBBE
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Sick with
the flu? You've got a lot of
company.

In the week ending Jan.
20, the flu blanketed the
US. again for the third
straight week.

That same week, 1 in 15
doctor visits were for
symptoms of the flu. That’s
the highest level since the
swine flu pandemic in
20009.

The government doesn’t
track every flu case but
comes up with estimates;
one measure is how many
people seek medical care
for fever, cough, aches and
other flu symptoms.

Flu is widespread in ev-
ery state except Hawaii,
and 39 states have high flu
traffic for doctors in the
week ending Jan. 20, up
from 32. At this rate, by the
end of the season some-
where around 34 million
Americans will have gotten
sick from the flu, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention said Friday.

Hospital stays and
deaths from the flu among

the elderly so far haven't
been as high as in some
other recent flu seasons.

But hospitalization rates
for people 50 to 64 — baby
boomers, mostly — has
been unusually high, CDC
officials said in the report.

This year’s flu shot tar-
gets the strains that are
making Americans sick,
mostly the H3N2 flu virus.
But exactly how well it is
working won’t be known
until next month.

It’s the same main bug
from last winter, when the
flu season wasn’t so bad. It’s
not clear why this season —
with the same bug — is
worse, some experts said.

“That’s the kicker. This
virus really doesn’t look
that different from what we
saw last year;” said Richard
Webby, a flu researcher at
St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital in Mem-
phis.

It may be that many of
the people getting sick this
year managed to avoid in-
fection last year. Or there
may be some change in the
virus that hasn’t been de-
tected yet, said the CDC’s
Dr. Dan Jernigan, in a call

with reporters Friday.

Based on patterns from
past seasons, it’s likely the
flu season will start to wane
soon, experts say. There are
some places, like Califor-
nia, where the season al-
ready seems to be easing,
CDC officials said.

“If I was a betting man,
T’d put money on it going
down,” Webby said. “But
T've lost money on bets
before”

The season usually
peaks in February, but this
season started early and
took off in December.

Flu is a contagious respi-
ratory illness. It can cause a
miserable but relatively
mild illness in many people,
but a more severe illness in
others. Young children and
the elderly are at greatest
risk from flu and its compli-
cations.

Inabad season, there are
as many as 56,000 deaths
connected to the flu.

In the US, annual flu
shots are recommended for
everyone 6 months of age
or older. Last season, about
47 percent of Americans
got vaccinated, according
to CDC figures.
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Immigration activists ‘can’t stay silent’

They say roundups of people of Cambodian
and Vietnamese descent spark anxiety

By ANH Do
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Every
day, Victoria Martinez’s 2-
year-old son peppers her
with questions about the
disappearance of his father,
a Cambodian immigrant.

“Where is Daddy?”
Shawn Ly asks his mom.
“When is Daddy coming
home?”

She doesn’t know how to
answer. She sobs often.

Martinez’s partner, Sre-
ang Ly, was detained by
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement in early Octo-
ber. Ly, who had a prior
conviction for illegal pos-
session of guns, was one of
more than 200 people of
Cambodian and Viet-
namese descent detained
this fall as the Trump ad-
ministration stepped up ef-
forts to deport immigrants
with criminal records.

Most associate Trump’s
rhetoric about deportations
with Latinos, given his vows
to build a border wall, his
assertions that Mexican im-
migrants are “rapists” and
drug dealers, and his deci-
sion to end the Deferred
Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals program for immi-
grants brought to this coun-
try illegally as children,

most of whom are Latino.

But immigration activists
say the roundups of people
of Cambodian and Viet-
namese descent are unprec-
edented and have sparked
anxiety in Asian immigrant
communities.

“People may think it’s
just Latinos being threat-
ened when it comes to
deportations. But there are
all sorts of immigrants af-
fected, and we can’t stay
silent,” said Laboni Hogq,
litigation director for the
Los Angeles chapter of the
civil rights organization
Asian Americans Advanc-
ing Justice.

“This is a political issue.
The administration is crack-
ing down to deliver on
campaign promises, and
they are going community
by community to make their
actions known.”

The San Francisco and
Los Angeles chapters of
Asian Americans Advanc-
ing Justice, and the law firm
Sidley Austin LLP, filed suit
in October against the fed-
eral government, alleging
the Cambodian immigrants
were illegally detained and
should be released.

After the detainees
learned the government
would begin removal pro-
ceedings on Dec. 18, U.S.

POSDA TUOT

Kim Nak Chhoeun, 42, came to the U.S. as a refugee when
he was 6 years old. Chhoeun was detained in October.

District Judge Cormac Car-
ney issued a temporary re-
straining order halting de-
portations to give the court
time to consider the “com-
plex issues” in the lawsuit.

Brendan Raedy, an ICE
spokesman, said the agency
does not comment on pend-
ing litigation.

Family members whose
loved ones are sitting in
detention feel an urgency to
speak up about their con-
cerns and try to dispel
preconceived notions about
Asian immigrants.

“Sometimes Asian com-

munities are ignored be-
cause we don’t think of
Asians as getting deported,”
said Posda Tuot, whose
cousin, Kim Nak Chhoeun,
was detained in October.
“They’re the good ones,
pursuing their own thing on
the side. So when some-
thing bad comes up, we
must lobby to create under-
standing for their situation.”

Sean Commons, a part-
ner at Sidley Austin, said he
hears “multiple stories of
people changing their lives,
becoming pillars of their
communities, and then sud-

denly they get picked up
and they’re gone. Why?
They should give people
notice. These folks are not a
danger or a flight risk.”

Cathee Khamvongsa of
Modesto, Calif., said in Oc-
tober, ICE agents detained
her 42-year-old husband,
Mony Neth, who was con-
victed of possessing stolen
guns when he was 20.

At the time he was ar-
rested, Neth was active in
church and did volunteer
work, feeding the homeless,
Khamvongsa said.

“Asians have to fight back
loudly, not stay under-
ground as we have done for
many years,” she said.

Many of the Cambodians
represented in the class-
action lawsuit fled Cambo-
dia as children in the 1970s,
when the Khmer Rouge
launched a yearslong cam-
paign of genocide thatkilled
nearly 2 million people.

Although many of the
detainees have prior convic-
tions, years of living and
working in the United
States allowed them to es-
tablish roots and become
lawful permanent residents,
advocates say.

“What’s so shocking here
is many people who have
been detained have been
leading quiet lives, trans-
forming their lives,” said
Jenny Zhao, an attorney
with Asian Americans Ad-
vancing Justice’s San Fran-

cisco-based Asian Law Cau-
cus. “But this administra-
tion has been aggressive
going after them. It’s very
much in line with their
xenophobia”

More than 1,900 people
of Cambodian descent are
subject to immediate deten-
tion and deportation, ac-
cording to ICE. Of those,
about 1400 have criminal
convictions.

Cambodia has a history
of not accepting deportees,
and many Cambodian na-
tionals who otherwise
would have been deported
have remained in this coun-
try legally on supervised
release.

Zhao said she worries
more Asians will be tar-
geted for deportation as
Trump settles into his sec-
ond year of his presidency.

For families of the de-
tained, the last few months
have been agonizing.

Victoria Martinez, in
Fontana, Calif,, has been left
to raise 2-year-old Shawn
and his newborn brother,
Benjamin, since Sreang Ly
was detained.

“I am one person trying
to handle two lonely chil-
dren who really miss his
touch and his voice,” Mar-
tinez said, sobbing. “We
kept hoping he would be
home for the holidays or
after the holidays. And now
— will it ever happen?”

anh.do@latimes.com
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Holocaust survivors attend a commemoration event in Auschwitz, Poland, on Saturday.

World remembers Holocaust
amid signs of rising hatred

BY VANESSA GERA
AND MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland —
Elderly Holocaust sur-
vivors wearing striped
scarves that recalled their
uniforms as prisoners of
Nazi Germany made a
yearly pilgrimage to
Auschwitz on Saturday, 73
years after the Soviet army
liberated the death camp in
occupied Poland.

On the date now com-
memorated as Interna-
tional Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, political lead-
ers and Jewish officials
warned that the Nazi geno-
cide must never cease to be
a reminder of the evil of
which humans are capable.

In Warsaw, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Rex Tillerson
attended a solemn ceremo-
ny at a memorial to Jews
who died fighting the Ger-
man forces in the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising of 1943.

Tillerson trailed two Pol-
ish military officers and
readjusted a wreath under-
neath the monument, a
hulking structure located
in what was once the War-
saw Ghetto. The head of
Warsaw’s Jewish commu-
nity read a prayer, and
Tillerson made brief re-
marks about the impor-
tance of not forgetting the

horrors of the Holocaust.
“On this occasion, it re-
minds us that we can never,
we can never, be indifferent
to the face of evil” he said.

“The Western alliance
which emerged from
World War IT has commit-
ted itself to ensuring the
security of all that this
would never happen
again,” Tillerson said.

His words came amid
signs in Europe and beyond
that ultranationalism and
extreme right-wing groups
are on the rise.

In Germany and Austria,
nations that perpetrated
the killing of 6 million Jews
and millions of others dur-
ing World War II, far-right
parties with their roots in
the Nazi era are gaining
strength. The anti-migrant,
anti-Muslim Alternative
for Germany party won
seats in the German parlia-
ment for the first time last
year, while the nationalist,
anti-migrant Freedom
Party is part of the coalition
running the Austrian gov-
ernment. Both parties have
members who have made
anti-Semitic remarks.

Ultranationalists who
espouse anti-Jewish and
anti-Muslim views seem
emboldened elsewhere as
well. “Neo-Nazis and white
supremacy groups are
among the main purveyors

of extreme hatred” UN.
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said in a state-
ment. “And too often, vile
views are moving from the
margins to the mainstream
of societies and politics. We
must stand together against
the normalization of hate.”

In Europe, the outspo-
ken white nationalism is
seen as partially a backlash
to a large influx of mostly
Muslim migrants that
peaked in 2015. Some of
those migrants have
brought their own brand of
anti-Semitism with them.
In Germany, many Jews
have reported feeling
threatened by anti-Semi-
tism — both from native
far-right groups and from
newcomers from Arab
countries. Jewish institu-
tions across the country
have increased security.

Meanwhile, Muslim im-
migrants have been targets
of German far-right attacks
or threats.

Hanni Levy, a 93-year-
old Holocaust survivor
from Berlin, criticized anti-
migrant hatred in a speech
Saturday at a Greens party
convention in Hannover.
“In the past, the Jews were
found guilty of everything.
Today it’s the refugees. One
should never forget how
difficult it is to leave behind
everything just to survive.”

British target modern public

health scourge — 1

BY MELISSA HEALY
Los Angeles Times

The country that put the
starch in “stiff upper lip”
has made companionship,
conversation and human
contact a national priority.

British Prime Minister
Theresa May announced
last week the creation of a
new ministerial portfolio in
her Cabinet— combating
loneliness.

With more than 9 mil-
lion British adults report-
edly experiencing chronic

loneliness — and a stack of

studies documenting the

corrosive health effects of

such social isolation — May
said it was time that a
high-level government offi-
cial coordinate a “first-ever
strategy” to address the
scourge.

May named the minister
for sport and civil society,
Tracey Crouch, to the role,
and called on the Office for
National Statistics to devise
ways to better measure
loneliness.

The newly created “min-
isterial lead on loneliness”
was a tribute to Jo Cox, a
Labor Party lawmaker who
was killed in June 2016 by a
white supremacist. Ad-
dressing loneliness was a
cause championed by Cox,
who represented a district
in West Yorkshire.

“For far too many peo-
ple, loneliness is the sad
reality of modern life,” May
said in launching the gov-
ernment effort. “I want to
confront this challenge for
our society and for all of us
to take action to address the
loneliness endured by the
elderly, by carers and by
those who have lost loved
ones — people who have no
one to talk to or share their
thoughts and experiences
with.”

The government cam-
paign makes the United
Kingdom a pioneer in tack-
ling a public health chal-
lenge that has emerged in
an age of transient families,
growing social diversity
and crumbling political
consensus.

oneliness
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Images of Jo Cox are held at a 2016 memorial event. Brit-
ain’s war on loneliness is a tribute to the slain lawmaker.

The Campaign to End
Loneliness, a British phi-
lanthropy, says more than
half of Britons older than 75
live alone. About half a
million older Britons can go
a week without seeing or
speaking to anyone.

Laura Alcock-Ferguson,
executive director of the
Campaign to End Loneli-
ness, has called the condi-
tion an “epidemic” in Brit-
ain.

The UK. is not alone. In
2016, then-U.S. Surgeon
General Vivek Murthy
warned that Americans are
“facing an epidemic of
loneliness and social isola-
tion.” A long-running sur-
vey called the Health and
Retirement Study suggests
that about 28 percent of
older Americans feel
chronically lonely.

The result of loneliness
goes beyond widespread
emotional distress.

Research shows people
who routinely feel lonely
are more likely to suffer
high blood pressure, devel-
op heart disease and be
diagnosed with dementia.

UCLA researchers have
found that lonely people
suffer higher levels of
chronic inflammation,
making them more vulner-
able to a wide range of
health conditions.

Compared with people
who have strong social con-
nections, those who ac-
knowledge chronic feelings
of loneliness are more
likely to see their function

decline as they age, and are
50 percent more likely to
die prematurely.

As a risk factor for early
mortality, loneliness’s im-
pact is comparable to
smoking 15 cigarettes a day,
and greater than that of
obesity, according to a re-
view by experts from Brig-
ham Young University and
the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Social isolation increases
the risk for depression and
the poor self-care that typi-
cally accompanies it — a
vicious cycle that makes
loneliness a root cause of all
manner of illness.

Psychologists have iden-
tified another vicious cycle:
Lonely people experience
brain changes that make it
more difficult to form new
social connections. They’re
more likely to view others’
faces as threatening, mak-
ing it harder for them to
bond with others.

University of Chicago
psychologist John Ca-
cioppo, who has studied
loneliness and its effects for
decades, said the British
initiative “constitutes an
important recognition for
the significance of loneli-
ness in people’s life”

Developing effective
treatments to reduce lone-
liness “will not be achieved
easily;” he said. “Loneliness
has been allowed to go
unchecked for a significant
period of time”

melissa.healy@latimes.com

Advocates

By CAITLIN DEWEY
The Washington Post

Edward Johnston Jr.
would rather give his din-
ner to his dog than watch
the dog go hungry. That is
why the 59-year-old Missis-
sippi man is petitioning the
Department of Agriculture
to let him use food stamps
on kibble and pet treats.

Pets are part of the family,
Johnston argued, and fam-
ilies should not have to
break up when they hit
what he calls a “financial
rough patch” He is asking
that the federal government

petitioning to allow use of food stamps to feed pets

modify food-stamp rules to
make it easier for low-
income people like him to
buy food for their pets.

The petition has little
chance of succeeding, ex-
perts say, given the political
and logistical challenges of
changing food stamps, oth-
erwise known as the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program. But it has
attracted the attention of
nearly 80,000 signers on the
popular petition site Care2,
as well as a number of
animal welfare organiza-
tions.

These groups say allow-

ing food stamps to be used
for pet food could poten-
tially keep tens of thousands
of animals out of shelters
and prevent low-income
people from cutting their
pets’ meals.

“It’s potentially game-
changing,” said Matt Ber-
shadker, the president of
the American Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals. “I think we should
get behind this in a big way”

Advocates say a food-
stamp program that in-
cludes pet food would ad-
dress a little-discussed gap
in the social safety net:

Currently, there is no fed-
eral program that helps
low-income people care for
their pets.

That population is a large
one. According to the Na-
tional Pet Owners Survey, a
poll commissioned by the
American Pet Products As-
sociation, an industry
group, 14 percent of all
pet-owning households
make less than $25,000 per
year — which, for a family of
four, is roughly the federal
poverty limit.

These households some-
times struggle to cover their
pet-related costs, advocates

say.
When families don’t have
enough money to buy pet
food, they frequently do
what Johnston does: Share
the people food. But that
can harm pets.

And that can cut into the
pet owner’s diet — a risk,
given that many public
health experts say food
stamp allotments are al-
ready too small to provide
adequate nutrition.

Food costs can also
prompt low-income fam-
ilies to surrender or re-
home a pet. In a 2015 study
by the ASPCA, 30 percent of

low-income people who re-
linquished their pets said
they would have kept them
ifthey had a free or low-cost
pet food option.

The problems are real,
but food-stamp experts say
it’s unclear whether chang-
ing SNAP should be part of
the solution. SNAP has ex-
plicitly excluded pet food
since its earliest authoriza-
tion in 1964, when the Food
Stamp Act defined “food” to
mean “any food or food
product for human con-
sumption.” Changing that
would require congres-
sional action.
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Wreck could be last U.S. slave ship

Clotilda was set on
fire after delivering
captive Africans

BY MATT PEARCE
Los Angeles Times

Daylight faded quickly as
Ben Raines’ 22-foot boat,
the Auriculatus, slid
through the chilly waters of
the Mobile-Tensaw River
Delta.

Normally, Jan. 2 would
be a bad day for boating. It
was 25 degrees in lower
Alabama, thanks to the
“bomb cyclone” weather
system that sent tempera-
tures plummeting across
much of the country.

But the conditions were
perfect for Raines, a report-
er for AL.com and a local
nature guide.

Water levels in the delta
were more than 2 feet lower
than normal, exposing the
riverbanks “like peeling
back a blanket over every-
thing” — and revealing the
wooden starboard of what
appeared to be a 19th cen-
tury ship sticking out of the
mud, where Raines ex-
pected to find it.

Experts said the wreck-
age may be the Clotilda, the
last known ship to bring
slaves to the United States.

In 1860, long after Con-
gress made it illegal to
import slaves, a crew used
the ship to haul 110 men,
women and children from
West Africa into Alabama.
Then, after the human
cargo was unloaded, they
secretly set it on fire.

But the story of the lost
Clotilda — sometimes
spelled “Clotilde” — would
only grow, giving scholars
one of their most detailed
looks into the lives of Afri-
cans who were brought to
the U.S. to live in bondage.

“We know exactly who
was on it. The names of all
the slaves that were on it,
the captives who were on it,
were all recorded,” Raines
said in an interview last
week after publishing news
of his discovery at AL.com.

“It is the only group of
people brought into the

BEN RAINES/AL.COM

Shown are the remains that could be the Clotilda, the last slave ship said to have delivered captive Africans to the U.S..

country through slavery
where we know exactly
where they were brought
in, where they were taken
from in Africa, and where
they ended up in the United
States.”

The ban on importing
slaves was passed by Con-
gress in 1807.

But five decades later,
some Southerners hoped
for return of the inter-
national slave trade.

Historical accounts say
an Alabama plantation
owner named Timothy
Meaher bet he could sneak
a ship full of slaves into the
United States and enlisted
shipwright William Foster
to help him. Foster had built
the Clotilda as a cargo ship,
then quietly refitted it as a
jail for hauling slaves.

In 1860, the Clotilda and
its crew traveled to what is
now Benin, loaded 110 Afri-
cans and returned to Ala-
bama in secrecy.

After the captives were
unloaded from the ship,
Foster set the Clotilda
ablaze to cover his tracks,
though the ship’s remains

were reportedly visible for
decades afterward.

The Africans were en-
slaved, then freed five years
later at the end of the Civil
War. They formed a com-
munity called Africatown
on the outskirts of Mobile
that still exists today.

The story of their journey
spread over the decades,
attracting the attention of
luminaries like Booker T.
Washington and Zora Neale
Hurston, who interviewed
the last survivor of the
group of slaves, Cujdo Lew-
is, who would die in 1935.

The experience became a
valuable piece of history.

“When people owned
slaves, it’s not like journal-
ists were going around in-
terviewing slaves,” said his-
torian Sylviane Diouf, who
wrote a definitive account
of the saga in her 2007 book,
“Dreams of Africa in Ala-
bama: The Slave Ship
Clotilda and the Story of the
Last Africans Brought to
America”

“The fact they arrived so
late, and they were free five
years later — that was what

enabled them to be inter-
viewed and for other people
to go and see them.”

As explorers failed to find
the wreckage of the
Clotilda, the tale of the ship
became a local legend.

“Everybody knows the
story around here” said
47-year-old Raines, who de-
cided to start searching for
the ship in September at the
suggestion of a friend.

Raines, also a filmmaker
whose work has appeared
on Discovery Channel and
National Geographic TV,
has documented an ancient
cypress forest 60 feet below
water in the Gulf of Mexico,
and he sometimes takes
sightseers and fishermen
into the river delta.

He gathered clues from
Diouf’s book and from his-
torical records, but the de-
finitive clue came from
some old-fashioned shoe-
leather reporting.

“T called around to old-
timers and asked if they
knew where the ship was,”
since it was supposedly
visible in the early 1900s,
Raines said. “One of them

gave me a location.”

“My daddy and his
friends would say, ‘That’s
the Clotilda, ” he said the
man told h1m

Once the year’s lowest
tides came in January and
the winds of the “bomb
cyclone” blew more of the
river’s water out to sea,
Raines boated out to the site
with a friend — and there
they found the wood of a
schooner sticking out of the
mud “like a dinosaur back-
bone”

Raines returned with a
shipwright, and, later, with
John Bratten and Greg
Cook, professors in the an-
thropology department at
the University of West Flor-
ida who have studied
Southern shipwreck sites.

The experts cautioned
the ship needs to be posi-
tively identified, but they
said the features of the ship
match the style of schoon-
ers from the Clotilda’s era —
and the wreckage showed
signs of being set on fire.

“There was evidence that
the timbers had been
burned in some areas that

we could see” Cook said.

“The location is in a very
good spot for this wreck,”
Bratten said. “The dimen-
sions are good.”

The researchers must
now get permission from
the Alabama Historical
Commission and possibly
other agencies to excavate
the site to see what’s buried
beneath the mud.

“However, such an en-
deavor requires both fund-
ing and planning so any
question will take time to
resolve,” the commission
said in a statement.

Raines’ story excited one
of the most famous descen-
dants of the Clotilda’s cap-
tured passengers: Roots
drummer Ahmir Thomp-
son, best known to millions
of fans as Questlove, who
recently discovered his ties
to the ship on PBS’ “Finding
Your Roots” with Henry
Gates.

“My Great Great Great
Grandfather was one of the
110! Questlove tweeted at
Raines.

Diouf, the scholar, was
also intrigued.

“For me, it would be
extremely moving to actu-
ally see this wreck — if it’s
that” Diouf said. “That
would be really the only
slave ship that would be
related to the story of peo-
ple. ... There were other
slave ships that have been
found, but we don’t neces-
sarily know the stories.”

Raines, who was initially
excited by the discovery, has
grown more somber about
the significance of the
wreckage.

“The last time I went to
the ship, I went alone, and I
was just sort of sitting there
next to it, and staring at it,
and I had this profound
feeling of ‘wow; what this
means for so many people,”
Raines said, recalling the
terror the passengers must
have felt being taken from
their home to slavery in
Alabama in the belly of the
ship. “What a harrowing
thing, in every way, to think
about”

matt.pearce@latimes.com

Key to bin Laden hunt

Doctor who helped
find terrorist held
captive by Pakistan

By KATHY GANNON
Asociated Press

PESHAWAR, Pakistan —
Shakil Afridi has languished
in jail for years — since 2011,
when the Pakistani doctor
used a vaccination scam in
an attempt to
identify Osama
bin Laden’s
home, aiding U.S.
Navy SEALs who
tracked and
killed the al-
Qaida leader.

Americans
might wonder
how Pakistan
could imprison a
man who helped track
down the mastermind of
the 9/11 attacks.

Pakistanis are apt to ask a
different question: how
could the United States be-
tray its trust and cheapen its
sovereignty with a secret
nighttime raid that shamed
the military and its intelli-
gence agencies?

“The Shakil Afridi saga is
the perfect metaphor for
U.S.-Pakistan relations” — a
tangle of mistrust and mis-
communication that threat-
ens to jeopardize key efforts
against terrorism, said

Afridi

Michael Kugelman, Asia
program deputy director at
the Woodrow Wilson Cen-
ter in Washington.

The U.S. believes its fi-
nancial support entitles it to
Pakistan’s backing in its
efforts to defeat the Taliban
— as a candidate, Donald
Trump pledged to free
Afridi, telling Fox News in
April 2016 he would get him
out of prison in “two min-
utes. Because we
give a lot of aid
to Pakistan.”

But Pakistan
is resentful of
what it sees as
U.S. interference
in its affairs.

Mohammed
Amir Rana, di-
rector of the in-
dependent Paki-
stan Institute of Peace Stud-
ies in Islamabad, said the
trust deficit between the
two countries is an old story
that won’t be rewritten until
Pakistan and the U.S. revise
their expectations of each
other, recognize their diver-
gent security concerns and
plot an Afghan war strategy
other than the current one
which is to both kill and talk
to the Taliban.

“Shakil Afridi (is) part of
the larger puzzle,” he said.

Afridi hasn’t seen his
lawyer since 2012 and his
wife and children are his

still remains locked up

only visitors.

For two years his file
“disappeared,” delaying a
court appeal that still hasn’t
proceeded. The courts now
say a prosecutor is unavail-
able, said his lawyer, Qamar
Nadeem Afridi.

“Everyone is afraid to
even talk about him, to
mention his name,” and not
without reason, said
Nadeem, also a cousin.

In Nadeem’s office, the
wind whistles through a
clumsily covered window
shattered by a bullet. On
another window, clear tape
covers a second bullet hole,
both from a shooting inci-
dent several years ago in
which no suspects have
been named.

Another of Afridi’s law-
yers was gunned down out-
side his Peshawar home
and a Peshawar jail deputy
superintendent, who had
advocated on Afridi’s be-

half, was killed, said
Nadeem.
Afridi used a fake hepati-

tis vaccination program to
try to get DNA samples
from bin Laden’s family as a
means of pinpointing his
location.

But he has not been
charged in connection with
the bin Laden operation.

He was accused under
tribal law alleging he aided
and facilitated militants in

the nearby Khyber tribal
region, said Nadeem.

Even the Taliban scoffed
at the charge that was filed
to make use of Pakistan’s
antiquated tribal system,
which allows closed courts,
does not require the de-
fendant to be present in
court, and limits the num-
ber of appeals, he said.

If charged with treason —
which Pakistani authorities
say he committed — Afridi
would have the right to
public hearings and numer-
ous appeals all the way to
the Supreme Court, where
the details of the bin Laden
raid could be laid bare,
something neither the civil-
ian nor military establish-
ments want, his lawyer said.

Tensions have grown be-

tween Pakistan and the U.S.
since Trump’s New Year’s
Day tweet in which he
accused Pakistan of taking
$33 billion in aid and giving
only “deceit and lies” in
return while harboring
Afghan insurgents who at-
tack American soldiers in
neighboring Afghanistan.

Days later, the U.S. sus-
pended military aid to Paki-
stan, which could amount
to $2 billion.

Infuriated by Trump’s
tweet, Pakistan accused
Washington of making it a
scapegoat for its failure to
bring peace to Afghanistan.

The Wilson Center’s
Kugelman advocated a
“scaled-down relationship”
between the two countries.
He said both sides need to

B.K. BANGASH/AP

Zain Muhammad, an ex-Osama bin Laden guard, shows what’s left of bin Laden’s house in
Abbottabad. Pakistan says the U.S. raid that killed him infringed on its sovereignty.

agree to disagree on some
issues and instead focus on
those areas where they can
agree to cooperate against
terror groups that both re-
gard as threats, including
the Islamic State group and
al-Qaida.

There was a no indica-
tion whether US. Acting
Assistant Secretary of State
Alice Wells brought Afridi’s
case up in recent meetings
in Pakistan. But in a state-
ment, the U.S. State Depart-
ment said Afridi has not
been forgotten.

“We believe Dr. Afridi
has been unjustly impris-
oned and have clearly com-
municated our position to
Pakistan on Dr. Afridi’s case,
both in public and in pri-
vate,” it said.

Disco ‘mirror ball’ dances into Earth orbit

By NICK PERRY
Associated Press

WELLINGTON, New
Zealand — Look into the
night sky at the right time
and you might see what
seems like a disco ball shim-
mering and glinting back.

The founder of the com-
pany that launched the first
rocket into orbit from New
Zealand last week said he
deployed a satellite he
thinks will be the brightest
object in the night sky and
which he hopes will remind
people of their precarious

place in a vast universe.

Peter Beck, the New Zea-
lander who founded Cali-
fornia-based Rocket Lab,
said he used most of the
space aboard his test Elec-
tron rocket to house an
object he has named the
“Humanity Star.” The
rocket successfully reached
orbit on Jan. 21.

The satellite, not much
bigger than abeach ball, is a
sphere made from carbon-
fiber with 65 reflective pan-
els.

It is designed to spin
rapidly and reflect the sun’s

light to Earth. It’s expected
to orbit the Earth every 90
minutes in an elliptical pat-
tern, traveling at 27 times
the speed of sound.

Beck has lofty ambitions
for his experiment. He
hopes the satellite will be-
come a focal point for hu-
manity, and will serve as a
reminder for people to look
past daily concerns and to
face larger challenges like
climate change and re-
source shortages.

That’s why Beck said he
resisted the comparison to a
disco ball, because he wants

it to be about something
more serious.

“But in all honesty, yes,
it’s a giant mirror ball” he
said.

Beck said the object
should be noticeable but
will not be much brighter
than satellites.

The Humanity Star is
expected to orbit the Earth
for nine months before it is
pulled back into Earth’s
gravity and burned upon
re-entry.

It can be tracked at
www.thehumanitystar
.com.

ROCKET LAB

Peter Beck, who founded Rocket Lab, says his “Humanity
Star” will help remind mankind of its spot in the universe.
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Meant to go boom, nukes went poof

After 4 devices
were lost in ’68,
U.S. launched hunt

BY ROBERT MITCHELL
The Washington Post

Nothing seemed out of
the ordinary 50 years ago
when Air Force Capt. John
Haug and his crew took off
in a B-52 carrying four
hydrogen bombs.

It was the height of the
Cold War, the era of “Dr.
Strangelove”

The Stratofortress de-
parted Plattsburgh Air Base
in Upstate New York on
Jan. 21, part of an ongoing
airborne alert program
under the Strategic Air
Command and satirized by
Stanley Kubrick’s 1964 clas-
sic, subtitled “How I
Learned to Stop Worrying
and Love the Bomb.”

The mission had a name
the film’s Gen. Buck
Turgidson would have en-
dorsed with a grin, “Opera-
tion Chrome Dome,” but
there was nothing humor-
ous about the underlying
rationale.

“The justification was
the threat of a Soviet sur-
prise attack,” according to
Hans Kristensen, director
of the Nuclear Information
Project at the Federation of
American Scientists. The
idea was to protect the Air
Force’s capacity to respond
to a nuclear attack by keep-
ing a certain number of
nuclear-armed bombers in
the air at all times.

As many as 12 planes
loaded with nuclear weap-
ons stayed in the air around
the clock.

“They flew from their
bases in the United States in
formation via several routes
that changed over the years
into the Mediterranean,
over Greenland and Cana-
da, and into the Pacific,”
Kristensen wrote in an
email.

Despite Haug’s cataclys-
mic cargo — Kristensen
estimates it packed a pay-
load 293 times more power-
ful than the atomic bomb
dropped on Hiroshima at
the end of World War IT —
there appeared to be no
reason for alarm.

Air Force bombers had
been flying Chrome Dome
missions since 1961. Haug’s
crew had trained together
and included an extra pilot
to allow the primary crew
to get some sleep during the
24-hour mission, according
to an account of the flight
published by the Air Force
in early 1970.

The flight started un-
eventfully.

Aninitial aerial refueling
four hours into the mission
went smoothly. An hour
later, Haug ordered his co-
pilot to get some shut-eye
and brought the extra pilot
into the now-vacant seat.

The trouble started a
short time later.

Temperatures in the cab-
in grew uncomfortably
cold. The airmen overcom-
pensated by turning the
heat up as high as it would
go, leading to complaints
that the plane was too hot,
according to the Air Force.

After the climate con-
trols were reset to a cooler
temperature, someone re-
ported the smell of burning
rubber. Haug ordered
crewmembers to don oxy-
gen masks as they looked
for the source of the odor.

They eventually found it
— afire under ametal box in
the lower crew compart-
ment.

Haug radioed the U.S. air
base at Thule, Greenland,
located on the far north-
west of the gigantic ice-
bound island, for permis-
sion to land. The Air Force
told The New York Times’
Neil Sheehan, that 14 min-
utes after the fire was de-
tected, six of the crewmen
successfully ejected from
the plane. A seventh died.

The abandoned bomber
continued on its way before
slamming into the ice-cov-
ered waters of North Star
Bay, less than 10 miles
southwest of Thule.

Search crews rescued
the survivors from the win-
ter cold that hovered be-
tween minus 18 and minus
25 degrees, but the bombs
were nowhere to be seen.

“The condition or loca-
tion of the weapons that
were aboard the aircraft is
still unknown,” a National
Military Command Center
Memo noted Jan. 22.

“We used up all our
firefighting equipment, and

Lt. D.J. Dahlen, left, a radiation specialist, and Maj. Gen. Richard Hunziker of the Strategic Air Command at Omaha, get a Geiger counter ready for inspec-
tion of the area where a B-52 bomber crashed in 1968 with four H-bombs near Thule Air Force Base, Greenland. Parts of the bombs were found.

AP 1957

As many as 12 planes loaded with nuclear weapons stayed in the air around the clock. The program was ended in 1968, a day after the Greenland crash.

we even tried to smother
the fire, but the smoke got
so bad that I had no choice
but to bail out my crew;”’
Haug said at an abbreviated
news conference reported
by the Times. Haug de-
clined to answer when
asked if he had ever flown
over Greenland in a nucle-
ar-armed B-52.

Long-standing Danish
policy prohibited the pres-
ence of nuclear weapons
anywhere on its territory —
and the Danes were kept in
the dark by the United
States about the nuclear-
armed flights over Green-
land, Kristensen has writ-
ten for the Nuclear Infor-
mation Project.

Alarming as it was, the
crash near Thule was notan
isolated incident. By 1968,
crashes of bombers carry-
ing nuclear weapons had
become old news.

Two years earlier, anoth-
er B-52 carrying four
hydrogen bombs crashed
near the Spanish town of
Palomares on Spain’s
southeast coast after collid-
ing with a refueling tanker.

One of the four bombs
was recovered virtually in-
tact, according to The
Washington Post, but two
others released plutonium
when their explosive trig-
gers detonated. A fourth
bomb fell into the sea,
prompting a search that
involved thousands of uni-
formed personnel, millions
of dollars and 20 ships that
ranged from submarines to
minesweepers.

The fourth bomb was
eventually recovered, but
radiation released by the
damaged weapons required
a U.S.-led effort to decon-
taminate 640 acres of top-
soil in the farmland around
Palomares, Tad Sczulc re-
ported in the Times.

Military personnel ini-
tially wore face masks and
gloves as they removed the
soil, according to Sczulc’s
account, and more than
1,600 tons of contaminated
soil were sealed in steel
drums and shipped to the
U.S. for disposal.

In 1964, a B-52 carrying
two unarmed atomic
bombs crashed in western
Maryland.

In 1961, two nuclear-
laden B-52s went down —
one near Yuba City, Calif,
and another north of Golds-
boro, NC. The bombs sur-
vived both crashes without
detonating, but a 2013 re-
port in The Guardian said
researchers had found gov-
ernment documents indi-
cating that safety controls
on the North Carolina flight
were inadequate.

“One simple dynamo-
technology low voltage
switch stood between the
United States and a major
catastrophe!” according to
the document.

In the aftermath of the
Thule crash, policymakers
— preoccupied by Vietnam
and the seizure of the USS
Pueblo by North Korea —
assured each other that
everything was under con-

trol.

When Defense Secretary
Robert McNamara briefed
President Lyndon Johnson
by phone Jan. 22, his mes-
sage was positive. “I am told
by our people, inclusive of
(Air Force Secretary) Har-
old Brown and others who
are familiar in detail with
nuclear technology, there’s
no danger from this,” Mc-
Namara said.

Johnson acknowledged
McNamara with a brief
“0ood” and the conversa-
tion changed to the situa-
tion around Khe Sanh.

On the ice in Greenland,
however, the situation
seemed decidedly more se-
rious. Air Force personnel
battled subzero tempera-
tures and the sunless Arctic
winter to search for the
wreckage and hunt for the
bombs.

“Even if it had been
decided to crash a Strato-
fortress and its thermonu-
clear weaponry deliber-
ately, more rugged search
and recovery conditions
could hardly have been
achieved,” Sheehan wrote.
“In this atmosphere, ears
exposed for 10 minutes
develop third-degree frost-
bite, and if left uncovered
much longer, freeze en-
tirely. “Ballpoint pens do
not function, certain types
of paper become brittle and
crumble, and instrument
batteries go dead in a few
minutes.”

The Air Force dubbed
the recovery effort “Opera-
tion Crested Ice” but ac-

cording to Sheehan, shiver-
ing cynics gave it another
name — “Operation Dr.
Freezelove” As the hunt for
the bombs continued,
searchers encountered ra-
diation and located pieces
of the weapons.

“The number of people
involved” in the recovery
effort, according to a short
Air Force film, “grew from
the original 68 to some 562
at the peak of operation.”
Trucks, bulldozers and
other heavy equipment
“plowed, piled up and
loaded the contaminated
crust and debris into large
steel containers for storage,
shipment and final disposi-
tion,” according to the film’s
narrator.

The Danish government
barred the local Inuit popu-
lation from hunting within
the crash zone or boiling
meat with melted seawater.
The Air Force eventually
filled 67 25,000-gallon
tanks with contaminated
snow, according to Maj.
Gen. Richard Hunziker, the
Air Force commander who
supervised the cleanup and
recovery efforts.

On Jan. 28, the Air Force
reported parts of all four
bombs had been recovered
as well as radiation levels
that suggested the TNT
components of the bombs
had exploded during the
crash, according to Shee-
han. The cleanup contin-
ued — and the aftermath of
the crash lingered for dec-
ades.

In the mid-1990s, as re-
counted by Kristensen,
Denmark learned from de-
classified U.S. documents
of the plane’s real route and
position at the time of the
crash. Public outrage inten-
sified when the Danish
government discovered
that, despite Danish policy,
the United States had
stored nuclear weapons in
Greenland.

Events at Thule returned
to the headlines in 2008
with a report by the BBC
that — despite U.S. claims to
the contrary — searchers
were only able to locate
three of the four bombs.

A Danish inquiry chal-
lenged the BBC’s findings,
but anxieties about poten-
tial nuclear contamination
remained.

In 2010, the Guardian’s
Stephen Pax Leonard
wrote that unresolved con-
cerns of nuclear contam-
ination from the Thule ac-
cident represented one of
several threats to the way of
life of native Eskimo hunt-
ers.

While the Thule crash
left political problems and
environmental concerns in
its wake, it resulted in a
significant policy shift that
would have no doubt disap-
pointed the bomb-happy
general of Kubrick’s dark
comedic masterpiece.

“The day after the
crash,” according to Kris-
tensen, “the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff
ordered an end to the
program of flying nukes.”
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Israeli PM slams bill to outlaw
blaming Poles for WWII crimes

JERUSALEM — Israeli
leaders criticized pending
legislation in Poland that
would outlaw blaming
Poles for the crimes of the
Holocaust, with some ac-
cusing the Polish govern-
ment of outright denial
Saturday.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu called
the proposed law “base-
less” and ordered his
country’s ambassador to
Poland to meet with Pol-
ish leaders to express his
strong opposition.

“One cannot change
history, and the Holocaust
cannot be denied,” Netan-
yahu said.

The lower house of the
Polish parliament on Fri-
day passed the bill, which
prescribes prison time for
using phrases such as
“Polish death camps” to
refer to the killing sites
Nazi Germany operated in
occupied Poland during
World War I1.

The bill still needs ap-
proval from Poland’s Sen-
ate and president.

Refrigerators on Air Force One
to cost taxpayers $23.6 million

WASHINGTON — Air
Force One is upgrading its
refrigerators, and the cost
to taxpayers will be a cool
$24 million. Under a new
government contract
awarded to Boeing, the Air
Force will pay $23,657,671
to replace two of the five
chiller units on the plane
used by President Donald
Trump.

Both of those units
were installed when the
plane was originally deliv-
ered in 1990, according to

the Air Force. Increas-
ingly, however, the plane
has needed additional
cold food storage space “to
support onboard person-
nel for an extended period
of time, without having to
restock while abroad,” Air
Force spokeswoman Ann
Stefanek said in an email.

The new units will have
nearly 70 cubic feet of
storage space, she said.

The work is expected to
be done by the end of
October 2019.

Militant attack kills 14 soldiers
at army camp in northern Mali

BAMAKO, Mali — Is-
lamic militants stormed
an army camp in northern
Mali early Saturday, killing
at least 14 soldiers in the
worst attack on security
forces in the West African
country in more than a
year, the army said.

Army spokesman Col.
Diarran Kone said the
bodies of 17 assailants re-
mained at the scene in the
Timbuktu region. The
base was again under the
control of the Malian mili-

tary, he said.

Mali recently marked
the five-year anniversary
of a French military mis-
sion to oust Islamic ex-
tremists from power in
major towns of the north.
But the operation merely
dispersed the jihadis into
the surrounding desert.

In the years since they
have launched attacks on
the Malian military as well
as UN. peacekeeping
forces trying to stabilize
the country.

EDUARDO VERDUGO/AP

Honduran police and soldiers fire tear gas at demonstrators Saturday in Tegucigalpa.

Honduran president sworn in
amid fiery protests in capital

TEGUCIGALPA, Hon-
duras — President Juan
Orlando Hernandez was
sworn in for a new term
Saturday in the Honduran
capital, while
across town tear
gas drifted across
flaming barri-
cades in clashes
between police
and protesters an-
gry over an elec-
tion that was
marred by allega-
tions of fraud.

The head of Congress
put the blue-and-white
sash of office on Hernan-
dez in the morning cere-
mony in Tegucigalpa, and
the president promised in
an address “to begin a
process of reconciliation to
unite the Honduran fam-
ily”

Hernandez

The inauguration came
after soldiers and riot po-
lice fired tear gas to block
thousands of demon-
strators from marching to
the National Sta-
dium to protest.
Masked pro-
testers shot rocks
from slingshots
and kicked canis-
ters back toward
security forces as
barricades
burned and gas
billowed on the
streets.

“This is how the dictator
oppresses his people,” said
opposition presidential
candidate Salvador Nas-
ralla.

Hernandez, a 49-year-
old lawyer, is Honduras’
first president to be re-
elected — a key point in the

protests against him. The
1982 constitution bars pres-
idents from seeking a new
term and conservative poli-
ticians deposed a leftist
president in 2009 for alleg-
edly considering re-elec-
tion. But Hernandez won a
Supreme Court ruling in
2015 to get around that
prohibition.

Pre-dawn election re-
turns Nov. 26 showed Nas-
ralla with 57 percent of the
votes counted.

Then election author-
ities all but stopped giving
public updates on the
count. After days of delays
and computer problems,
the Supreme Electoral Tri-
bunal reported that Her-
nandez had an edge of 1.5
percent in the final count.

At least 31 people have
been killed in the unrest.

Venezuela opposition agrees to rejoin vote talks

CARACAS, Venezuela —
Negotiators for Venezuela’s
opposition say they will
return to the negotiating
table Monday as interna-
tional pressure mounts on
President Nicolas
Maduro’s government over
its decision to push up
presidential elections.

The main opposition al-

liance said Saturday that it
would rejoin talks even as it
criticized the government
for torpedoing prospects
for a breakthrough by uni-
laterally setting a deadline
by the end of April for
elections and banning it
from the ballot.

The decision ends days
of speculation that the

Democratic Unity alliance
could abandon the negotia-
tions after one of its biggest
parties announced it was
boycotting the talks, which
have been taking place in
the Dominican Republic.

The alliance said it
would renew its push for
guarantees that voting will
be free and fair.
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4 dead, 42 hurt
in bomb blast
at Colombia
police station

BOGOTA, Colombia —
Four police officers were
killed and another 42 in-
jured when a homemade
bomb exploded Saturday
outside a police station in
the Colombian city of Bar-
ranquilla hours after a car
bomb gutted another po-
lice station near the bor-
der in Ecuador.

The attacks didn’t ap-
pear to be related, but they
underscore the challenges
that have emerged since a
2016 peace deal with the
Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia,
which long played a domi-
nant role in South Ameri-
ca’s drug trade.

Colombia’s peace deal
has emboldened new
criminal groups.

The former rebels,
whose new political party
was kicking off its cam-
paign for Colombia’s pres-
idency on Saturday, ex-
pressed their “radical con-
demnation” of the attack
against their former
battlefield enemies.

The Italian coast guard
said Saturday that it has
helped coordinate the res-
cue of 800 migrants in five
boats, including two din-
ghies, on the Mediterra-
nean Sea. It said seven
children who had water in
their lungs were taken by
helicopter to a hospital in
Sfax, Tunisia. The coast
guard also said two bodies
were recovered.

French climber Elisa-
beth Revol has been found
but is unable to walk on a
Himalayan mountain,
while rescuers were still
trying to reach Polish
climber Tomasz Mack-
iewicz , according to me-
dia reports. Two Pakistani
helicopters began an oper-
ation Saturday to rescue
the climbers after they got
stuck on Nanga Parbat.

OBITUARIES

Cartoonist spoofed Army
life with ‘Beetle Bailey’

By ALI BAHRAMPOUR
The Washington Post

Mort Walker, whose
“Beetle Bailey” comic strip
followed the exploits of a
lazy G.I. and his inept
cohorts at the dysfunc-
tional Camp Swampy, died
Saturday at his home in
Stamford, Conn. He was 94.

Bill Morrison, president
of the National Cartoonists
Society, confirmed the
death. The cause was pneu-
monia.

In contrast with the
work-shirking soldier he
immortalized, Walker was
aman of considerable drive
and ambition. He drew his
daily comic strip for 68
years, longer than any other
U.S. artist in the history of
the medium.

Debuting in 1950, “Bee-
tle Bailey” was distributed
by King Features Syndicate.
In 1953, the National Car-
toonists Society named
Walker cartoonist of the
year. But it wasn’t until the
next year, when the Pacific
edition of the U.S. military
newspaper Stars and
Stripes banned “Beetle Bai-
ley” for mocking the au-
thority of officers and en-
couraging laziness in the
ranks, that Beetle’s success
was assured. The ban lasted
10 years, and the strip
eventually reached 200
million readers in 1,800
newspapers in more than
50 countries.

Beetle and company
were also featured in a
musical with the book by
Walker, as well as on a U.S.
Postal Service stamp in
2010.

The characters never
saw battle, and weapons
and uniforms were not up-
dated. Walker said that the
military setting was simply
a convenient stand-in for
the pecking order of which
everyone is a part.

Starting in 1954, Walker
wrote another hit cartoon,

RAY FAIRALL/AP

Mort Walker, shown in his Boca Raton, Fla., office in1993,
created the comic strips “Beetle Bailey” and “Hi and Lois.”

the widely syndicated fam-
ily strip “Hi and Lois,”
originally illustrated by Dik
Browne (later the creator
of “Hagar the Horrible”).
Walker said he wanted to
depict a loving family “to-
gether against the world ...
instead of against each
other”

In 1974, Walker opened
the Museum of Cartoon Art
in a mansion in Greenwich,
Conn. The collection grew
with donations of art from
newspaper syndicates and
the estates of cartoonists
and is today worth an
estimated $20 million. In
2008, its more than
200,000 pieces became
part of Ohio State Universi-
ty’s Billy Ireland Cartoon
Library and Museum,
where a gallery is named
after Walker.

Addison Morton Walker
was born Sept. 3,1923, in El
Dorado, Kan., the third of
four siblings. His father,
Robin Walker, was an
architect who moved the
family from oil boom to oil
boom, building houses,
churches and schools. The
family settled in Kansas
City, Mo. Robin Walker’s
poetry appeared in The

Kansas City Star with
drawings by Walker’s
mother, Carolyn, a staff
illustrator for the news-
paper.

Walker said he knew he
wanted to be a cartoonist at
the age of 3. By 12, he was
r