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Former Spire site may get 2 towers

Plan is latest in a series targeting
long-stalled high-profile parcels

BY BiLL RUTHHART
Chicago Tribune

Two soaring skyscrapers
designed by the architect of
New York’s iconic One
World Trade Center are
planned for the Chicago
Spire site that has long
languished as the Great
Recession’s pockmark on

the city’s skyline ambitions,
the Chicago Tribune has
learned.

Under a proposal devel-
oper Related Midwest is
expected to unveil at a
community meeting Tues-
day, a 1,000-foot-tall tower
and a slightly smaller but
similar 850-foot tower
would be erected on the

dormant 2.2-acre site at 400
N. Lake Shore Drive, ac-
cording to city sources fa-
miliar with the plans but
not authorized to discuss
them publicly. The towers
would house condos, apart-
ments and a hotel, the
sources said.

If built on the marquee
site along Lake Shore Drive,
the two towers would be
part of a dramatic refash-
ioning of Chicago’s skyline
amid a post-recession build-

ing boom. Against Chicago’s
current landscape, the
larger of the two towers
would rank as the city’s
seventh-tallest building.
Stacked together, the two
buildings’ combined 1,850
feet would measure almost
as tall as the 2,000 feet that
had been planned for the
Chicago Spire, which would
have been the city’s and
nation’s tallest building.
The pair of high-rises,
though, are expected to

occupy more of the parcel’s
surface than the slender,
corkscrew-styled sky-
scraper previously contem-
plated at the site, which is
just west across Lake Shore
Drive from Navy Pier and
wedged between the Chi-
cago River and Ogden Slip.
Under a tentative agree-
ment with the city, Related
also would help pay for the
construction of the long-
contemplated DuSable Park
on a 3.3-acre peninsula di-

rectly east of Lake Shore
Drive and north of the
Chicago River, the sources
said. Former Mayor Harold
Washington first planned
the park in the 1980s to pay
homage to African-Ameri-
can pioneer Jean Baptiste
Point DuSable, but it has yet
to come to fruition.

A spokeswoman for Re-
lated Midwest declined to
comment on the project

Turn to Towers, Page 9

World’s
mosSt
satisfied
reviewers?

Familiar names
endorse range of
businesses online

By MATTHEW WALBERG
Chicago Tribune

As a consumer, Reese
Mathers is living the dream,
according to the testimoni-
als left on websites of busi-
nesses across the globe.

The clothes always fit
perfectly. The business ad-
vice was really helpful. The
couples massage was relax-
ing and romantic.

But as a writer of online
reviews for businesses in
Chicago and around the
world, Reese appears to be
stuck in a bit of a rut.

“Two thumbs up,” Math-
ers wrote in her review on
the website for Dependable
Flooring in Brunswick, Ga.
“If you're in need of an
honest, professional and re-
liable Flooring Service, then
look no further than De-
pendable Flooring. T've re-
lied on the service providers
from Dependable Flooring
on numerous occasions and
have yet to be disappoint-
ed”

Reese wrote the same
thing for AJ Truck Wash in
Summit, I1L

And for RYT Builders, a
construction company in
the Philippines.

And also for The Water
Smith, a water treatment

Turn to Reviewers, Page 11

DACA renewals

roiled and foiled
by confusion, fear

Court fights, anxiety over
Trump policies keep many
from renewing status.
Nation & World, Page 25

Split over food
stamp program’s
work policy

Some call for tougher work
requirements. Critics say
that would be disastrous for
poor people. Business
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Instituted as a safety valve for an overcrowded jail, electronic monitoring has been drawn into the fight to reform bond court in Cook County.

Electronic monitoring
policy sets up battle line

Sheriff’s officials
deviate from court
order over release
of some detainees

BY MEGAN CREPEAU
Chicago Tribune

Eight men sat in Cook County
Jail at the center of a firestorm.

All had been charged with
serious felonies and ordered by a
judge to be released to home
confinement on ankle bracelets
to await trial.

But Sheriff Tom Dart’s office,
which runs the electronic moni-
toring program, blocked each of

The debate over the role of electronlc monltorlng in bond reform
persists, in part because of concerns over who is being released.

bond court in Cook County,
sparking heated debate over
public safety in a city struggling
to contain gun violence.

Ultimately, about 55 detainees
were caught up in the sheriff’s
new policy during the 10 days it
was in place, authorities said.
Under fire from other county
officials, Dart’s office quietly
halted the policy, authorities
said. Every one of the 55 detain-
ees who had a place to stay was
released on an electronic moni-
tor no matter the person’s crimi-
nal history.

But the debate over the role of
electronic monitoring in the
bond reform landscape is still
raging, in part because of sher-
iff’s officials’ concern over the

the releases earlier this year,
saying the risk was too high to
release detainees who in some
cases were charged with violent
crimes and had extensive crimi-
nal backgrounds. A new policy —
ultimately short-lived — aimed

to keep “high-risk” defendants
in jail and off electronic moni-
tors.

The backlash was swift: a
federal lawsuit, petitions to hold
Dart in contempt of court, and
accusations of fearmongering

and racism.

Electronic monitoring — insti-
tuted nearly three decades ago as
a safety valve for an over-
crowded county jail — has
emerged as the latest battle-
ground in the fight to reform

number of gun offenders being
released on the ankle bracelets.
“If the expectation is these
people are being given a higher
level of supervision on our pro-

Turn to Monitoring, Page 14
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‘THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE BOOK
OF THE CHICAGO WHITE SOX: A
DECADE-BY-DECADE HISTORY’

Don’t let the black-and-silver uniforms fool you. From
their beginnings as a founding franchise of the American
League to the current day, the White Sox have had a
wealth of colorful characters and personalities. “Black
Jack” and “Jungle Jim.” The “Hitless Wonders” and “Win-
ning Ugly.” Short pants and pinstripes. The Black Sox
scandal and the “White Flag” trade. To be a White Sox
fanis to know the highest of highs, the lowest of lows and
all points in between. "The Chicago Tribune Book of the
Chicago White Sox: A Decade-by-Decade History" tou-
ches all those bases and covers more than a century of
South Side baseball. It's the latest in our series of history
books on Chicago's major professional sports teams. At
over 300 pages, it's filled with great features and pro-
files, plus stunning images from the Tribune's award-
winning photojournalists. Get a copy for yourself — and
maybe another one for that diehard Sox fan in your life —
at store.chicagotribune.com/books.

— Joe Knowles
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commemorative hard cover book featuring Chicago
Tribune columns, game stories, features and photogra-
phy — chronicles the Ramblers’ Cinderellarunto the
NCAA men’s basketball tournament Final Four, a ride
that thrilled Chicago. "Ramble On” is available at chicago
tribune.com/rambleon for $24.95.

ACCURACY AND ETHICS

MARGARET HOLT, standards editor

The Tribune’s editorial code of principles governs
professional behavior and journalism standards. Every-
one in our newsroom must agree to live up to this code of
conduct. Read it at chicagotribune.com/accuracy.

Corrections and clarifications: Publishing information
quickly and accurately is a central part of the Chicago
Tribune’s news responsibility.

HOW TO CONTACT US :lla.m.—s p.m. Monday—Friday

a.m.—noon Saturday—Sunday

DeIivery problem? 7 a.m.—11 a.m. holidays
Or go to chicagotribune.com/

Call 312-546-7900. customerservice

Subscribe online: chicagotribune.com/subscribe

To subscribe, manage your print or digital subscription,
or inquire about billing or vacation holds,

call 312-546-7900.

To report an error, email readerhelp@chicagotribune
.com, fill out a report at chicagotribune.com/corrections,
or call the Reader Help line at 312-222-3348.

Email consumerservices@chicagotribune.com
Main operator 312-222-3232
Hearing impaired number 312-222-1922 (TDD)
Classified advertising ......312-222-2222, classadinfo@chicagotribune.com
Preprint/display advertising .....312-222-4150, ctmg@chicagotribune.com
Display advertising self-service.................... placeanad.chicagotribune.com
Interactive advertising ..312-222-6173, mmclaughlin@chicagotribune.com
Mail 435 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 606T

HOME DELIVERY RATES (Weekly rates*) ADVERTISING INFORMATION

ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 2017

Chicago Sun-Times Chairman Jorge Ramirez has a business deal with Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s fundraiser Michael Sacks.

JOHN KASS
No Latino candidate for
mayor? Silence is telling.

I heard a story the other day about
Dan Rostenkowski, one of the legend-
ary figures of Chicago politics.

It’s a story that pertains to the
silence around two important devel-
opments in the race for mayor of
Chicago.

They’re both critically important to
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s re-election
chances, and yet little if anything is
being said about them.

One is the unexplainable absence
of a Latino candidate challenging
Emanuel in a city where Latino poli-
tics is dynamic. Emanuel has prob-
lems with African-American voters
over his handling of the Laquan
McDonald police video, but he’s mak-
ing new friends among Latino politi-
cians by promoting Chicago as a sanc-
tuary city, and by issuing that city ID,
available to citizens and noncitizens.

He’s Mayor Zorro now. And there’s
no Latino candidate.

The other development is the busi-
ness deal between Emanuel’s money
guy, closest confidant and top fund-
raiser Michael Sacks and labor boss
Jorge Ramirez, another Emanuel guy
and chairman of the Chicago Sun-
Times.

The Sun-Times styles itself as the
Chicago paper, but now, it might want
to rebrand as The Chicago Way paper.

You’re not hearing much about
either of these two things, are you?
But they’re foremost on the minds of
every candidate running for mayor,
and every power player in town.

A solid Latino candidate could pull
10 percent of the vote in a crowded
field of challengers. Emanuel might
not even make the runoff.

And Sun-Times Chairman Ramirez
— who as president of the Chicago
Federation of Labor led a union-
dominated group that purchased the
newspaper — now partnering with
Sacks, a true 1-percenter, Emanuel’s
closest adviser?

There are good and honest editors,
reporters and columnists at the Sun-
Times. But this is a deal above their
pay grade.

And the silence in Chicago is so
loud, isn’t it?

The two prominent Latino political

power brokers in Chicago are U.S.
Rep. Luis “The Heroic Taxpayer”
Gutierrez, Rahm’s new BFF, and his
Rahm-approved successor, Cook
County Commissioner Jesus “Chuy”
Garcia.

And yet no Latino candidate?

Every mayoral candidate challeng-
ing Emanuel must be wondering
whether they’ll get hammered by
Sun-Times editorials and be margin-
alized or driven from the race.

Just imagine if my newspaper, the
Chicago Tribune, had some boss
partnering up in business deals with a
Republican politician.

The Sun-Times would lash out.
You’d hear snickering on the radio,
where hosts chuckle with political
consultants. It would go national. The
unions and liberal media critics would
shriek.

“What do you want me to say?” a
progressive Chicago union leader told
me when I asked about it. “I don’t
have anything to say. It is what it is.”

Not even the crickets are singing,
about this or the missing Latino can-
didate. The crickets are so stunned
they can’t even rub their little legs
together.

This is a silence that would have
interested a wise politician like Dan
Rostenkowski.

He lived and learned and survived
the political wars by noticing such
deep silences.

When Rahm Emanuel was just
starting out as a Democratic fundrais-
er, and hanging with the Daleys
whom he now reviles, he wanted to
sit near Rosty when the old man held
court at Gene & Georgetti’s.

Rahm was a student, eager to learn.

Rostenkowski was later sent to
prison on a tax charge. But for years
he was the respected chairman of the
House Ways and Means Committee,
which sets tax and revenue policy. As
such he was one of the most influen-
tial people in America. Presidents,
bankers, world leaders and future
mayors sought his counsel and favor.

But Rostenkowski was also a Chi-
cago Democratic machine warhorse,
sent to Washington as a young man by
the legendary Mayor Richard J. Daley.

Rostenkowski’s father was a politician
and tavern keeper, not one of the
1-percenters like Emanuel’s fundrais-
ers.

Rostenkowski learned early on
about politics in Chicago.

Two of his father’s top precinct
captains ended up dead, deposited in
the vestibule of the old man’s tavern.
They hadn’t passed from natural
causes. Two stiffs staring at eternity
was perhaps a bit more dramatic than
a letter, telegram or text.

But it did send a message:

Politics isn’t a game for children or
dreamers.

In Chicago politics, candidates
really don’t sit cross-legged on soft
grass under the shade of an apple tree
and sing pretty songs to each other.
They don’t take turns passing the
talking stick. It isn’t some fairy tale
told in a gentle voice.

It’s a ruthless enterprise where
people get crushed and the future of a
city — and millions of its inhabitants
— is decided and won. Good, honest
people are often crushed, and weasels
are, too. There is nothing more ruth-
less in American politics than the
campaign for mayor of Chicago.

Rostenkowski understood. He
appreciated politics for what it was,
not for what it was not. And according
to friends who worked with the late
Rostenkowski years ago, he had a
working theory.

He’d send his loyal political guys
out to various political meetings, and
wait for them to report.

They wanted to tell him what the
others were saying.

“I know what they’re saying;” Ros-
tenkowski growled. “Tell me what
they didn’t say. Tell me what they
didn’t talk about.”

What isn’t talked about. The thing
they didn’t say. The thing to be
avoided. It all tells what you need to
know.

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin at
www.wgnradio.com/category/
wgn-plus/thechicagoway.

Jjskass@chicagotribune.com  Twitter @John_Kass

MON-FRI SUNDAY 7DAYS

$9.95 $2.99 $13.99

*Rates are for the 9-county area (Cook,
Lake, DuPage, Will, Kane, Kendall and
McHenry Counties in llinois, Lake and
Porter Counties in Indiana) and also are
available in communities served by
Chicago Tribune contractors.

Rates in other areas vary.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE DIGITAL EDITION

Areplica of the paper in PDF format is
online as part of Unlimited Digital Access
at membership.chicagotribune.com

WEEKLY

All advertising published in the Chicago
Tribune is subject to the applicable rate
card, copies of which are available from
the Advertising Department. The
Chicago Tribune reserves the right not to
acceptan advertiser’s order. Only
publication of an advertisement shall
constitute final acceptance.

Chicago Tribune (USPS 104-000) is
published daily (7 days) at

Tribune Tower, 435 N. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60611-4041; Chicago Tribune
Company, LLC, Publisher; periodicals
postage paid at Chicago, IL, and
additional mailing offices.

Send changes to the

Unlimited Digital Access $3.99*
*7 days per week, billed every 4 weeks.

DELIVERY BY MAIL (12 weeks)

SUNDAY 7 DAYS
5-state area* $56.29 $117.65
U.S. rate $63.05 $142.87

*Mllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, lowa

Chicago Tribune, Mail Subscription
Division, 777 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL

Unsolicited manuscripts, articles, letters
and pictures sent to the Chicago Tribune
are sent at the owner’s risk.

Copyright © 2018 Chicago Tribune

Company, LLC. All rights reserved as to
the entire content.

All subscriptions may include up to 10 Premium Issues per year. For each Premium Issue, your
account balance can be charged up to an additional $4.49 in the billing period when the
section publishes. This will result in shortening the length of your billing period. Premium
Issues scheduled to date for 2018: Date Night Chicago (Feb. 11); The Envelope (March 4); MLB
Preview (April 1); Secret Chicago (May 6); Summer Reading (June 10); Home Improvement
Ideas (July 8); Midwest Beer Guide (Aug. 5); NFL Preview (Sept. 9); Thanksgiving (Nov. 22); and
Photos of the Year (Dec. 30). Dates and topics are subject to change without notice.

INSIDE SUNDAY’S PAPER

Ask Amy ... ..Life+Style Lottery... ...Nation & World, 33
Bridge......... Markets......cceeererrereerns Business, 4
Chicago Flashback.... Obituaries..........Nation & World, 33
Comics Section 9 Perspective

Crossword ..Life+Style Sudoku.......

Editorials....... News, 22 Television...

Horoscopes.. A+E, 4 Weather.

Letters ews, 23 Word game

GET A GREAT DEAL!

v

[Soea saT. |
wil . SE RO
THAFIFED:
p--n-.aIH'-J
HARLOTS .I

v

= B
(1]

The

Hn e prie

Jitimate Guide To
What'sOn TV

ordering is easy!

1-877-580-4159

iwantmytvmagazine.com
or subscribe by mail

America’s most complete
TV_Iiings magazine

e sz The Ultimate Guide
ToWhat'sOnTV

# Localized TV and cable fistings for
the Chicagoland area

@ Daily best bets & sports sectlon
@ A-Z movie guide & network news
@ 0 & A with your favorite celebrities

\ wow
» 81% OFF’

n FOR HEWSPAPER _

SUESCRIBERS
DMLY "

. V. Ve

@ Puzzles, games, trivia, soaps and
horoscopes

@ Special |ssues Included

At Mo Extra Cost

Fall Bresirss. Heleley Pmgra=ming Cude ard
e b disasiom Prciess [Anruod Subardptioas Cnty]

Cizy
Phanz

Oymion A1

Fay by chedk ar mosey mrder sde bnb o sy e owl e TY Sesidy

Optlon B2 Tharge my crod & eerd Crade Cadl #

e [ OB
Bl by L s e L
T Weehlp mungaalas

A0E Park Dirdwn
Teoy M1 4B0H

JLICe

[ 1Rk Hng [ir

Spasian Ssoawd

Blkoes 8 sl i ey W o et w0




Chicago Tribune | Sectionl | Sunday, May 13, 2018

On day for moms, ask yourself:
What don’t I know about mine?

MARY SCHMICH

Your mother is not who you think
sheis.

T had this thought recently — not
for the first time — when I stumbled
on a scrapbook my mother gave me a
few years before she died. It’s filled
with my childhood photos, sundry
oddities and letters my grandparents
wrote me when I was still too young
toread.

I was impressed that my mother
had saved so many scraps of my past,
given that she had eight children and
had moved many times in her married
life, but I didn’t pay much attention to
her gift.

It’s not that I didn’t appreciate it. T
did. It’s just that scrapbooks make me
antsy, all that history pressing in like
the walls of a shrinking room, so after
saying thank you, I didn’t explore the
contents.

But occasionally, now that she’s
gone, I notice the heavy brown book
in the cupboard where it’s stashed
and flip through for a moment. Each
time, I discover something unexpect-
ed.

This time my discovery was a small
drawing, black ink on yellow paper,
divided into eight panels, comic strip-
style. I recognized the way my mother
doodled when I was little.

In the first panel, a stick-figure
woman is ironing. In the second, she’s
sewing. In the third, she stands at a
sink in a flurry of soap suds.

Her drudgery goes on: She’s carry-
ing groceries. Lugging laundry to the
cleaners. Tossing something —
clothes? kitchen utensils? — out of a
drawer. On her knees scrubbing a
floor.

In the final panel, the poor woman
is kneeling again, this time next to a
bed with her hands in prayer, under a
word bubble that says, “For George.”

George was my father. It was no
secret he thought my mother was a
terrible housekeeper. She tried, but
her heart was never in it, which was
the mildly amusing message I might
have deduced from her doodle — if I
hadn’t discovered an odd piece of
writing with it.

It’s not a letter. I don’t know what it
is. It’s about 400 words typed on what
looks like a paper towel. I'm guessing,
based on the typeface and her de-
scription of what she’s wearing,
clothes I've seen in ancient photos,
that it dates to early in her marriage.

“It is one of those mornings on
which nothing usually happens,” it
begins.

After a few sentences about the
quiet mundanity around her, she
writes:

“Clothes are lying peacefully in the
closet waiting to be ironed.

“Clothes are lying peacefully in the
hamper waiting to be washed.

“Clothes are hanging peacefully in
the closet waiting to be sewn.

“Dishes are lying peacefully in the
kitchen waiting to be washed.

“Dishes are sitting peacefully on
the table waiting to be washed.

“And I am sitting peacefully on the
floor in my glamorous blue jeans and
my fraught-with glamor T-shirt.

“My husband has just left me”

MARY SCHMICH PHOTO

Doodling by Mary Schmich’s mother illustrates domestic drudgery. Writing that
accompanied the drawings in a scrapbook hints at quiet anguish.

The overwhelmed
young woman I saw in
this note and doodle
were another reminder

of all the ways I never
knew her

The last line in that passage
stopped me cold. Was she writing a
short story? Or a diary entry?

Whatever it was, she continues on
about the ways she has disappointed
her husband with her half-cooked
fish, her bitter tea, her ill-timed meals.
It is chilling and almost without hu-
mor, which was very unlike the
mother I knew.

To my knowledge, my father never
left my mother. If he did, he came
back. But what I read into these two
items is that my father’s denigration
of my mother’s housekeeping — it was
loud and interminable — left her even
more distraught than I'd understood.

In the course of her hard, compli-
cated life, my mother got deft at cov-
ering up her heartaches, but the over-
whelmed young woman I saw in this
note and doodle were another re-
minder of all the ways I never knew
her, despite how close we were later
in her life.

The fact that she gave me those
items, tucked among many others,
suggests she wanted me to know but
didn’t want to tell me.

As revelations go, this one was
small, smaller than what a friend of

mine encountered after her mother
died. She opened her mother’s safe
deposit box to find her mother’s birth
certificate — with an unfamiliar last
name. “We called my aunt and she
told us that their father was a sales-
man and worked with a car company
that wouldn’t even let Jews into the
building,” my friend says. “He
changed his name so he could do his
job. For some reason, my mother, who
was not the type to hide anything,
never told us this.”

Your mother is not who you think
sheis.

I have an elderly friend who has
told me things about her past that she
doesn’t want her children to know.
She imagines it protects them and it
may, but if they find out one day, and
they probably will when she’s gone,
they’ll face the fact too: Their mother
was not who they thought she was.

Or maybe this is a better way to put
the thought: Even if you know your
mother well, she’s likely to be more
than you know.

And for the most part, that’s OK.
No one can be fully known. Mothers
are entitled to their inner lives, and
their children may prefer to be spared
the details.

Now that my mother’s gone, I enjoy
discovering things about her, adding a
few more splashes of paint to the
portrait. It keeps her around.

If your mother is still with you on
this Mother’s Day, take a moment and
no matter how well you know her,
don’t be afraid to wonder: What don’t
I know?

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MarySchmich
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AT&T ghost town could find new life

Hoffman Estates
site may be turned
into a ‘metroburb’

_LL

BLAIR KAMIN
Cityscapes

There’s nothing quite so
depressing as a ghost town,
but you don’t need to head
to the Old West to find one.

Just drive along the Jane
Addams Memorial Tollway
in northwest suburban
Hoffman Estates. There,
the former AT&T campus, a
chauteaulike postmodern
complex where thousands
of people worked, sits
empty. It’s been two years
since the last AT&T em-
ployee left the place. No big
corporation has filled it.
And it no longer throws off
almost $8.5 million annu-
ally in property taxes.

What’s a suburb to do?

On Monday, the Hoff-
man Estates Village Board
is expected to embrace a
creative concept: Turn the
campus into a “metroburb,”
awalkable, mixed-use hub
of offices, homes and shops
that offers a taste of urban
cool in a suburban setting.
It’s the kind of place that
might appeal to latte-crav-
ing millennials who've
moved out of Chicago. It
might even bring back
some of the lost property
tax revenue.

If that sounds too good
to be true, think again: New
Jersey developer Ralph
Zucker, who claims to have
coined the term “metro-
burb,” already has built one
at a suburban complex of
even greater size and archi-
tectural distinction than
AT&T. It’s the former Bell
Labs building in Holmdel,
N.J, anearly 2 million-
square-foot box of black
mirrored glass in an afflu-
ent, rural suburb about 45
miles south of midtown
Manhattan. Its architect,
Eero Saarinen, designed St.
Louis’ Gateway Arch.

Opened in 1962, Bell
Labs was the research arm
of the AT&T telephone
monopoly that the govern-
ment broke up in 1984. Tts
scientists did pioneering
work on cellphones and
communications satellites.
They also invented the
touch-tone phone.

But Alcatel-Lucent,
which had acquired the
Bells Labs building in a
spinoff from AT&T, closed
it in 2007. The vacant build-
ing faced an uncertain
future until 2013, when

Thousands of people once worked at the former AT&T campus in Hoffman Estates, shown in 2003, but now it sits empty.
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SOMERSET DEVELOPMENT

In a project similar to the one proposed in Hoffman Estates, the former Bell Labs campus
in Holmdel, N.J., was repurposed as a commercial and retail center called Bell Works.

Zucker bought it and began
working with New York
architect Alex Gorlin to
refashion it into a commer-
cial and retail center known
as Bell Works.

About three-quarters of
Bell Works’ usable office
space is leased, said Zucker,
president of Somerset
Development, in a recent
interview in Chicago before
he headed to a meeting in
Hoffman Estates.

The tenants, whose
spaces range in size from
800 square feet to 350,000
square feet, include tech
companies, a life insurance
firm and a bank. A cafe, hair
salon and other shops have
opened along the building’s
soaring, light-filled 1,000-
foot-long atrium.

Just 35 percent of the
retail space is leased,
Zucker acknowledged, but

that total is expected to
rise. The local library
moved to Bell Works, and a
hotel is under construction
on the roof, though it is set
back to preserve the ap-
pearance of the Saarinen-
designed gem.

“This is a moneymaking
proposition. We’ve created
a secret sauce,” Zucker said.

He thinks he can bring
the same recipe and out-
come to Hoffman Estates.

There are indeed strong
similarities between the
former AT&T campus, now
called Lakewood Center
Chicago, and Bell Works.
Both have telecommunica-
tions roots. Both are large
suburban workplaces de-
signed by distinguished
architects (Chicago’s Dirk
Lohan designed AT&T,
originally known as the
Ameritech Center). Yet

unlike Bell Works, the
Hoffman Estates campus is
visible from the highway
and it has large blocks of
open office space that
won't require retrofits, as
the Bells Labs interior did.

Under Zucker’s plan,
which would rename the
former campus City Works,
the four-level, 1.3 million-
square-foot main building
would house offices of
varying sizes and shops.
About 175 townhouses and
375 multifamily rental units
would be constructed on
the edges of the property.
The estimated total cost is
about $250 million. Unlike
a typical suburban subdivi-
sion, the town homes
would line straight streets
and have alleys.

“We want to make it
feel as much like a city as
possible,” said Ken Gold,

Somerset’s vice president
of acquisitions and devel-
opment.

Zucker, 57, is a devotee of
the New Urbanism, the
urban planning movement
that seeks to replace the
car-oriented monotony of
suburban sprawl with
lively, mixed-use street-
scapes that encourage
walking and the formation
of community. Chicago
suburbs like Arlington
Heights have put New
Urbanist thinking to use in
greenlighting high-rise
housing near train stations.
That approach is called
transit-oriented devel-
opment, or TOD. Under
Zucker’s plan, Hoffman
Estates, which doesn’t have
its own train station, would
do a variation of transit-
oriented development.

“Taking the TOD (el-
ements) and putting them
inside a building is really
the novel part of this,” said
Jim Norris, the suburb’s
village manager.

Some novel financial
incentives are also part of
the mix. A bill proposed by
state Rep. Fred Crespo,
D-Streamwood, called the
“Big Empties Site Act,”
would provide tax breaks
for developers to remake
vacant large properties like
the former AT&T campus.

According to Assistant
Village Manager Mark
Koplin, the Village Board
on Monday will consider a
concept plan and a devel-
opment agreement that
offers Somerset Devel-
opment a menu of incen-
tives, including the act’s tax
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“We want to
make it feel as
much like a city

as possible.”

— Ken Gold, a Somerset VP,
describing plans for the
former AT&T campus

breaks. If, as expected, the
board approves, Somerset
would still have to buy the
152-acre property from the
current owner, C-III Asset
Management, an Irving,
Texas, loan servicer that
took over the campus in

a sheriff’s sale. And Somer-
set would need Hoffman
Estates to rezone the prop-
erty. Zucker is aiming for
final approval by fall.

His “metroburb” con-
cept is intriguing, even if it
may wind up promising
more than it can deliver.
With malls and bricks-and-
mortar stores struggling to
stay alive, will the project
be able to attract retail
tenants? And won’t most
people end up driving
there, just as they do to a
mall? Even so, the plan
offers a viable path to re-
turn a massive property to
its full economic potential
— and to reinvent suburbia
as the development models
of the mid-20th century go
the way of the sock hop.

Blair Kamin is a Tribune
critic.

bkamin@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @BlairKamin

Lightfoot made campaign site buys

Told mayor she
wasn’t running
weeks before move

BY JOHN BYRNE
Chicago Tribune

When Mayor Rahm
Emanuel reappointed Lori
Lightfoot to head the Chi-
cago Police Board in August,
she said she wasn’t running
for mayor against him.

Weeks later, though,
Lightfoot purchased the
website domain name that
eventually would become
her campaign site, along
with several others. That
was about nine months be-
fore she announced her bid
Thursday.

On Aug 29, Lightfoot
bought the names lightfoot-
forchicago.com, lorilight-
foot.com and lightfootfor-
mayor.com, according to
campaign spokesman Ken
Snyder. He said she did so
simply to protect herself
against someone else cre-
ating a website using her
name.

When she announced
her mayoral candidacy
Thursday, she did so with
lightfootforchicago.com as
her campaign website.

On Aug. 3, Emanuel
named her to a new term as

Police Board president, a
platform she has used to
criticize his police reform
efforts. Asked about a may-
oral bid at the time, she said:
“The answer is still no.”

Lightfoot told the Trib-
une during a Monday inter-
view that she was being
accurate at the time.

“What I said at the time,
which was accurate, was
that T wasn’t actually run-
ning,” she said.

“The mayor asked me
that question point-blank,
and that’s what I said to
him”

Snyder said Lightfoot
purchased the website
names after an acquaint-
ance told her in August that
he had bought a domain
name with her name in it,
as rumors swirled about
her possible mayoral candi-
dacy.

“She wanted to protect
her name, which, as an
attorney, was a smart thing
for her to do,” Snyder said.
“She wanted to try to pro-
tect against somebody else
launching a website with
her name on it”

The cost of buying the
domain names was “$20 or
$40,” and Lightfoot made
the purchases herself, he
said.

Snyder said Lightfoot

was not planning to launch
a mayoral campaign when
she bought the site names.
“She preserved her right to
make a decision later” about
running by buying the
names, he said.

Snyder declined to make
Lightfoot available for an
interview Friday.

But he said it was Eman-
uel’s refusal to take seri-
ously Lightfoot’s Police De-
partment reform efforts
that eventually prompted
her to run.

“If Rahm Emanuel had
simply said ‘T'm committed
to reform and accountabil-
ity’ — even if they didn't
agree all the time on the
specifics — she wouldn’t be
running right now,” he said.

And Snyder dismissed
the criticism by aldermen
that she seemingly used her
positions on the Police
Board and Emanuel’s Task
Force on Police Account-
ability as political spring-
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