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Records lift veil on lax assessments

NANCY STONE/TRIBUNE 2015

Joseph Berrios’ office’s
“hand reviews” altered a
quarter of home values.

Computer model values changed
often; Zillow, other shortcuts used

By HAL DARDICK
Chicago Tribune

Newly released court
documents show that ana-
lysts working for Cook
County Assessor Joseph
Berrios often changed
home values produced by
the office’s computer mod-
el, a sign of shortcomings in
the system that made the
property tax system unfair

to less-affluent homeown-
ers.

More than a fifth of home
values were adjusted during
“hand reviews,” with as-
sessment analysts some-
times relying on websites
such as Zillow or Trulia to
determine a home’s charac-
teristics, Berrios’ director of
residential valuations said
under oath.

In addition, aides some-

times switched the values of
similar homes in entire
neighborhoods “depending
on where our level of as-
sessment is or where we
want to be” in the words of
one analyst. And Berrios
workers removed so-called
outliers — homes that fall
outside neighborhood pat-
terns — from an initial
computer analysis without
aset of specific guidelines to
determine which should be
taken out of the equation.
The revelations are con-
tained in court documents

stemming from a lawsuit
the Chicago Tribune filed as
it was reporting on “The
Tax Divide” The investiga-
tion found that the asses-
sor’s home values in afflu-
ent neighborhoods often
were too low, and those in
economically struggling
areas often were too high —
resulting in an unfair shift of
the tax burden from the
wealthy to the less affluent.

Berrios’ office denied an
open records request for
documents and spread-
sheets related to hand re-

views and commercial as-
sessments. The Tribune
went to court, saying the
office had no right to with-
hold the documents under
Illinois law. Last month, an
Illinois appeals court up-
held a lower court ruling
ordering the documents re-
leased.

As Berrios now mulls
whether to take the issue to
the Illinois Supreme Court,
the appeals court unsealed
previously unavailable files

Turn to Assess, Page 8

Judge:
‘You tell
me how

he died’
DCEFS scolded for

refusing to discuss
boy’s death in fire

BY ELYSSA CHERNEY
AND ROSEMARY SOBOL
Chicago Tribune

A Cook County judge
angrily scolded the state’s
child welfare agency Thurs-
day over the slow pace of its
investigation into the fire
death of a 3-year-old boy in
foster care, losing his tem-
per when officials refused to
provide any details.

“You tell me how he died,
OK?” Juvenile Court Judge
Patrick Murphy said during
an often-combative hearing.
“1 failed a kid because I
appointed you as a guard-
ian”

Officials with the Illinois
Department of Children
and Family Services ex-
plained they were still con-
ducting their own investiga-
tion and did not want to
comment on accounts by
police and fire officials that
Magkwone Jones was left
alone in a locked apartment
when fire spread from back
porches.

“He died in a fire last
Sunday;” Murphy shot back.
“It’s Thursday. ... I can tell
you, I can find out in an
hour. ... It would not take me
four days.”

In another tense ex-
change, Murphy demanded
to know why the agency
hadn’t acted on an earlier
complaint about inadequate
supervision in the home.
The complaint was made to
DCEFS earlier this year, and
investigators determined it
was unfounded, but an
agency attorney could not
give any other details.

Murphy said he wanted
to know more about the
complaint and why no ac-
tion was taken. “I think it’s
pretty relevant,” he said. “So
someone reports a lack of
supervision. .. A couple
days later a kid dies in a fire.

Turn to DCFS, Page 8

Pomp, protest
greet president
in England

President Donald Trump
left the NATO gathering on
Thursday and traveled to
Britain, where his visit will
be shadowed by protests.
But at a lavish welcoming
ceremony, all was serene.
Nation & World, Page 9

From ‘musician
with a script’ to
possible hitmaker

Chicago-born Boots Riley
finished a first draft of
“Sorry to Bother You” in
2012. He had reasons to
wonder if his dark comedy
would ever get off the page.
Tt did, and will expand to
wide release Friday. A+E

Officials reopen Till case

Book’s revelations prompt Justice Department to investigate again

Federal investigators will reopen their probe into the 1955 slaying of Emmett Till, prompted by new infor-
mation published in a 2017 book, according to two people familiar with the case. Till, left, a 14-year-old
visiting rural Mississippi from Chicago, was killed after he was accused of whistling at and making sexual
advances toward a white woman, Carolyn Bryant. He’s buried in Burr Oak Cemetery in Alsip, above. The
book, “The Blood of Emmett Till,” by historian Timothy Tyson, includes the first-known interview with
Bryant, who concedes that Till did not come on to her sexually. “That part’s not true,” she told Tyson,
according to the book. For Till’s Chicago relatives, news of the investigation was no surprise, said Airickca
Gordon-Taylor, a spokeswoman for the family. “Of course we want justice. We were thrilled that there is an
investigation,” she said. Stories in Chicagoland, Page 4, and Nation & World, Page 10
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EVAN VUCCI/AP
FBI agent Peter Strzok defends his actions Thursday before a House committee.

FBI agent, GOP lawmakers
mix it up at chaotic hearing

Strzok testifies he
never acted on his
anti-Trump views

BY ERIC TUCKER AND
MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An
embattled FBI agent
whose anti-Trump text
messages exposed the Jus-
tice Department to Repub-
lican allegations of institu-

tional bias defended him-

self Thursday at a congres-
sional hearing that
devolved into shouting
matches, finger-pointing
and veiled references to
personal transgressions.
Peter Strzok testified
publicly for the first time
since being removed from
special counsel Robert
Mueller’s team, which is
probing possible coordina-
tion between the Trump
campaign and Russia, fol-
lowing the discovery of the
texts last year. He said the

communications with an
FBIlawyer in the run-up to
the 2016 presidential elec-
tion reflected personal
opinions that he never
once acted on, though he
did acknowledge being
dismayed during the cam-
paign by the Republican
candidate’s behavior.

In a chaotic hearing that
spanned 10 hours, he in-
sisted he never allowed
personal opinions to affect

Turn to Hearing, Page 12

Build-A-Bear
promotion
swamps stores

‘Pay Your Age Day’
leads to crowds,
closings, vouchers

BY LAUREN ZUMBACH,
HAILEY MENSIK AND
SAMANTHA BOMKAMP
Chicago Tribune

Katie Nanak used
Build-A-Bear Workshop’s
“Pay Your Age Day” pro-
motion as a bribe all week,
encouraging daughter
Claire, 5, and son Teddy, 3,
to go to bed on their own
to earn their bear.

When the day of the
sale arrived Thursday, the
Logan Square family
headed to the Build-A-
Bear store at Oakbrook
Center. The Nanaks ex-
pected long lines. They
didn’t expect the scene
that greeted them.

“It was pandemonium,”
Nanak said. “People
brought chairs, but the
line didn’t seem to be
moving much.”

The Nanaks weren’t the
only ones surprised by the
turnout for the event,
which allowed members

of the chain’s rewards

program to create a
stuffed animal in its stores
and pay a price matching
their current age. The
crowds across the country
were so overwhelming
that the chain said it either
closed stores or cut off
lines at its stores in the U.S.
and Canada “per local
authorities ... due to crowd
and safety concerns.”

“We feel it is important
to share that, based on the
information available to us
before the day began, we
could not have predicted
this reaction to our Pay
Your Age Day event,”
Build-A-Bear said in a
second statement later
Thursday, citing “long
lines, extensive waits and
disappointed” customers.

The company, which
did not respond to re-
quests for comment, said
it issued vouchers for a
future purchase to cus-
tomers who remained in
line. Vouchers also will be
available to members of
the chain’s rewards pro-
gram who log in to their
accounts before midnight

Turn to Bear, Page 7
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Chicago Weather Center: Complete
forecast on back page of A+E section
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RELIVE THE RAMBLERS RUN

What a story. What aride. “Ram-
ble On” — a commemorative
hard cover book featuring Chi-
cago Tribune columns, game
stories, features and photogra-
phy — chronicles the Ramblers’
Cinderellaruntothe NCAA
men’s basketball tournament
Final Four, aride that thrilled
Chicago. “Ramble On” is currently
at chicagotribune.com/ram-
bleon for $24.95.

LDYOLA'S UNFORGETTABLE
2018 TOUNNAMENT RUN

HOW THE NEWSPAPER GETS PRINTED

Visit the Tribune’s Freedom Center for a two and half
hour tour of the printing presses.

9 a.m. Aug. 17, Chicago Tribune Freedom Center,
777 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago. $25 tickets.
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CHICAGO TRIBUNE E-BOOKS

“Beyond the lvy: 100 years of Wrigley Field.” A tribute
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articles, and new content.

All Chicago Tribune e-books are available online at chi-
cagotribune.com/ebooks

CHICAGO TRIBUNE BOOKS
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sands of people. This large-format edition is a showcase
for the unsung photographers who'’ve quietly docu-
mented daily life in Chicago.

“Prep School: How to Improve Your Kitchen Skills
and Kitchen Techniques.” Whether you’re a novice in
the kitchen or a seasoned chef, “Prep School” can help
you become a better cook. This collection from award-
winning food writer James DeWan is a go-to guide for
perfecting any kitchen skill.

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at
chicagotribune.com/printbooks
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It’s been a lousy sports crop in
Chicago this year, full of thistles and
flinty rocks, not counting those happy
Cubs.

I can’t count the Cubs. They are not
of my sports world. The Cubs and
their fans live in some unknown di-
mension where they know only joy,
on their home planet called Happy
Land, always so lush and green, like
their horrid ivy.

The White Sox are pitiful, dry
seeds in hard ground, waiting for the
Miracle (aka Eloy Jimenez) to breathe
life upon them. But it will take anoth-
er two long seasons before the team
begins to sprout.

The Blackhawks weren’t the Black-
hawks this year, and unfortunately,
the Bulls are still the Bulls.

The Bears promise a new offense
and some fans are deliriously excited
even before training camp opens.
They wonder: Could this be a magical
season, where Bears fans can bark like
victorious dogs once again?

No.

Irrational hope can be rather sad
when viewed clinically, from afar.

And my beloved Chicago Fire?

Just think of a statue of a tortured
man holding his head in his hands, his
face a study in agony, his stone mouth
a silent scream.

That was me in the Toyota Park
parking lot after Wednesday night’s
game. The Fire had justlost 4-3 to a
crappy Philadelphia side. And that
word I was trying to scream? “De-
fense!” — a concept foreign to our
men in red.

As Chicago knows, sports fan mi-
sery is a selfish disease that drags you
down. You're so focused on your own
(vicarious) disappointments that you
miss real joy experienced by others all
around you.

I thought about calling a psychia-
trist, but since I'd rather call a Vodou
doctor than have one of those neu-
rotic nerds poking around in my head,
I called a priest instead.

The Rev. Ivica Majstorovic, pastor
of St. Jerome Croatian Catholic
Church in the Bridgeport neighbor-
hood, the parish of the Croatians.

JOHN KaASS
City’s Croatians feeling joy
as World Cup final nears

He had me at hello.

“Hello, John!” he said. “Do you feel
the joy? Can you believe it? Croatia in
the World Cup final! The English
didn’t respect us. Let’s hope the
French will!”

And just like that, my selfish sports
woes were washed away.

Because the 2018 World Cup has
been fantastic, and little Croatia,
dismissed by many soccer snobs,
particularly those in the British sports
media, has magic at its feet.

“The English kept saying, ‘We’re
bringing the Cup home, because they
invented the game, but it didn’t hap-
pen that way;” Father Ivica said.

England loves soccer and stout
yeomen played a rough version of the
game on Sundays in the 1300s. But the
king outlawed Sunday soccer so that
the men could practice with a lethal
weapon of war: the English longbow.

World soccer anticipated a France-
England finals matchup. TV produc-
ers would have stitched clips together
of Kenneth Branagh in Shakespeare’s
“Henry V” and the “We band of
brothers” speech, before the English
longbowmen wiped out the flower of
French chivalry on the muddy ground
at Agincourt. Ratings gold.

But little Croatia, stubborn Croatia,
refused to yield to the hype, defeating
England and making it to the big
game.

Croatia is one of the smallest coun-
tries ever to make the World Cup
finals. Some of the players on the
Croatian national team were child
refugees from the last Balkan war.
They already know suffering and are
possessed of incredible mental tough-
ness.

They also have the best midfielders
in the world, Luka Modric and Ivan
Rakitic.

On Sunday these underdogs face
the galactic titans of France, the
France of Paul Pogba and N’Golo
Kante.

The midfield battle between these
four is likely to decide a game that will
be watched by billions around the
world. Kante always comes to play.
But Pogba has been known to shut

ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Fans at the Croatian Cultural Center in West Rogers Park celebrate the team’s winning goal Wednesday against England.

down, mentally. If he doesn’t, France
should win. If Pogba pouts, Modric
and Rakitic will slice them up.

Another battle to watch will play
out on the Croatian right flank, be-
tween right back Sime Vrsaljko and
world soccer’s new star, French left
winger and brilliant teenage speed-
ster Kylian Mbappe.

After playing three grueling games,
will Vrsaljko be able to force a fresh
Mbappe back to play defense? Or will
Mbappe be allowed to just wait on the
wing, and strike like a falcon at Cro-
atia’s goal?

You don’t think priests just want to
talk theology and sin, do you?

“Croatians have been underdogs
too, in soccer, in life, underdogs here
in Chicago,” said the priest. “The
people are so happy. There is a unity
of feeling, a passion for Croatia. To be
here, it’s just wonderful.”

I know Father Ivica from last Au-
gust, when the men of his parish
roasted some 50 lambs over live coals
for Velika Gospa, the feast of the As-
sumption of the Virgin.

They worked all through a hot
night, sweating buckets, in the leg-
endary furnacelike brick garage be-
hind the church that they call the
“Lamb Motel.” And for much of the
night, we talked soccer.

The “Lamb Motel” and the old
convent will be taken down, he said,
to make room for the construction of
a school gym.

What will the kids play?

“Soccer, of course! What else?” said
Father Ivica. In Croatia, even the
seminarians play on their class breaks
and before vespers. “What I'm think-
ing about is the 10 o’clock Mass on
Sunday. I'm thinking of moving it up
to earlier in the morning, because at
game time, no one will be there.”

Father, I give you dispensation. It’s
the World Cup, man!

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin — at
http;//wgnradio.com/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

Jjskass@chicagotribune.com
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Stop demohshmg our c1tys beautiful old homes

MARY SCHMICH

By late Thursday, Leyla Roy-
ale’s online petition had gathered
nearly a thousand signatures, far
more than she’d imagined when
she posted her plea the day be-
fore.

“Save 1441 Carmen from Dem-
olition” the petition urged, and
one by one, the hopeful signed.

“This building is the last of its
kind in the entire neighborhood,”
one supporter wrote. “Let’s see if
we can manage not to screw up
one thing. Please”

“Please leave this little bit of
beautiful history & much needed
green-space in lovely Anderson-
ville,” begged another.

One said simply, “We need to
save Chicago architecture”

It’s an old, common cry in a
city where demolition and devel-
opment are often spoken in the
same breath, and where trying to
save historic homes from the
wrecking ball can feel as futile as
trying to stop the snow.

My Twitter feed teems with
beautiful houses doomed to van-
ish in the time it takes to say
“pbulldozed”

Bungalows, two-flats, three-
flats, greystones, workers’ cot-
tages. The photos, posted by
people who lament the death of
Chicago’s tangible past, flit
through my social media feed like
a parade of the condemned en
route to the guillotine.

But Royale and many others
are hoping the house at 1441 W.
Carmen Ave. will be spared.

“I think a lot of people in
neighborhoods are tired of build-
ings like this being torn down for
cookie-cutter condos and cookie-
cutter million-dollar single-fam-
ily homes,” Royale said Thursday.

In the muggy afternoon, she
was standing outside the building
she hopes to save, a three-story
orange-brick Victorian Queen
Anne that comes with the fea-
tures the name evokes: a high-
pointed gable, a bay window, a
front porch with slender col-
umns. The yard is lush, shady
and, most important for a devel-
oper, really big.

Once upon a time, neighbors
recall, two elderly women lived in
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Leyla Royale, in front of the Victorian house at 1441 W. Carmen Ave. in Chicago, started a petition to halt the planned demolition of the property.

The massive new
constructions steal
our visible connec-
tion to the past.

the house. They’d be seen out
walking or gardening, and though
they kept to themselves, they
were friendly. Eventually, they
moved out — rumor hasittoa
nursing home — and were re-
placed by tenants.

According to city records, the
house is now owned by a devel-
oper.

Many neighbors might not
have known of the demolition
plans if not for Royale. She’s 29
and works as a tour guide for
various organizations. Recently,
as she prepared to give an Ander-
sonville tour for a friend’s com-

pany, Chicago for Chicagoans, she
began researching the house. She
learned there was a demolition
permit in progress.

“It really upset me,” she said.

She loved walking by the house
on her way to the train, thinking
about all the people who had
passed through it, all the history it
contained. Tearing it down
seemed crazy.

She emailed her alderman,
Ameya Pawar, went to a block
club meeting, consulted with the
city, dove into the internet in
search of information.

In her research, she discovered
the house is rated “orange” by the
city, a categorization that signifies
architectural significance and
typically means a demolition
permit requires a 90-day hold.
She also discovered that the 90-
day hold expired in early July.

So she decided to fight the
modern way, online.

In her petition, she lamented
the developers who replace gra-
cious homes and yards with giant
buildings that stretch from lot
line to lot line.

“This is slowly but surely de-
stroying the architecture of the
neighborhood and what makes
Andersonville so unique in Chi-
cago,” she wrote.

The campaign to save 1441 W.
Carmen has caught the eye of
professional preservationists,
who know the problem is hardly
unique to Andersonville.

“Now we’re really in a crisis
where we’re seeing fine quality
buildings being demolished
across the city;” said Ward Miller,
executive director of Preservation
Chicago.

The massive new construc-
tions change the light, the air, the
mood of neighborhoods, steal our
visible connection to the past.
Stopping the trend may be impos-

sible, but it could be slowed.

Martin Tangora, a longtime
Chicago preservationist, suggests
extending the demolition holds
on orange-rated buildings from
90 days to 180. Strengthen the
public notice process to make
sure neighbors hear of the notice.
Expand the number of buildings
covered by the demolition delays.

He calls the imminent loss of
the Carmen Avenue house “very
unfortunate.”

Not long ago, I saw a photo of a
Lincoln Park cottage newly cor-
ralled by a metal fence. Out front
stood a sign depicting the man-
sion that would replace it. In red
letters, someone had scrawled
“Awtful! Sad! No More!”

There will be more.

But if more people like Royale
make noise, there would be fewer.

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MarySchmich

STEM CELL RECRUITMENT
FOR KNEE PAIN, ARTHRITIS

&« JOINT PAIN

LOVERED BY
MEDICARE &
INSURANLCLE *

(CONSULTATION & TREATMENT)

ADMINISTERED BY PAIN
RELIEF INSTITUTE

Unlock the natural
regenerative power of
the human body

Convenient, Painless

& FDA Regulated

Most Appointments
Available with 48 hours

Convenient

Chicagoland Locations

312-248-6685

*INSURANCE COVERAGE VARIES BY PLAN AND CARRIER

e -
Indications for

Cellular Regenerative
Medicine

Knee & Shoulder Arthritis

Avoid Surgery and
Joint Replacement

Plantar Fasciitis

! synchrony

Saving is an ambition.
Aim higher.

SYNCHRONY BANK 12-MONTH CD

2.407%

$2,000 minimum opening deposit

Synchrony Bank has consistently earned the
Bankrate Safe & Sound® 5-Star Rating!*

Compare us to your bank and start saving at
synchronybank.com or call 1-800-753-6870.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 7/10/18 and subject to change at any time without
notice. A minimum of $2,000 is required to open a CD and must be deposited in a single transaction.

A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawals. Fees may reduce earnings. After maturity, if you

choose to roll over your CD, you will earn the base rate of interest in effect at that time. Visit

synchronybank.com for current rates, terms and account requirements. Offer applies to

personal accounts only.

AWARDS: Bankrate Safe & Sound 5-Star Rating earned for Q1 2014 through Q2 2017.

© 2018 Synchrony Bank

Member

FDIC




4 Chicago Tribune | Sectionl | Friday, July 13,2018 %

Chicago Tribune

CHICAGOLAND

To family, ‘Emmett’s case was never closed’

U.S. probe hailed;
Till's grave in Alsip
still draws visitors

BY ZAK KOESKE
AND LOLLY BOWEAN
Daily Southtown

In the Alsip cemetery
where dozens of histori-
cally significant black
Americans are laid to rest,
the mausoleum of Mamie
Till-Mobley is arguably the
most prominent.

“Her pain united a na-
tion,” reads the headstone of
the mother of Emmett Till,
the 14-year-old black youth
whose brutal slaying in Mis-
sissippi more than 60 years
ago was a catalyst for the
civil rights movement.

It was reported Thursday
that the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment has reopened the case
of the killing of the Chicago
teen after a white woman
said he whistled at her and
groped her in 1955,

Emmett Till’s burial site,
also at Burr Oak Cemetery,
is a draw for visitors who
want to pay their respects at
the modest marker flanked
by a small brown rectan-
gular sign that reads “Em-
mett Till Memorial Bridge.”

“He’s a very popular
young man,” said Shirley
Washington, an 11-year em-
ployee of the cemetery,
where a glass plaque com-
memorating the 60th anni-
versary of Till’s death sits at
the front desk.

The number of visitors to
Till's grave fluctuates from
day to day, but the cemetery
gets inquiries just about
every day, she said.

Local school groups visit
at least once a year, Wash-
ington said, as do members
of Till’s family, who mark
significant anniversaries of
his slaying with ceremonies.

For Till’s Chicago rela-
tives, news of the federal
investigation was not a sur-
prise, said Airickca Gordon-
Taylor, a spokeswoman for
the family and co-director
of the Mamie Till-Mobley
Foundation.

“Of course we want jus-
tice. We were thrilled that
there is an investigation,”
she said. “I want people to
understand Emmett’s case
was never closed”

Gordon-Taylor said she
couldn’t share any details
about the Justice Depart-
ment’s investigation. She
also said she could not
reveal whether any new

information has surfaced
that might help lead the
investigation to a conclu-
sion.

Gordon-Taylor’s mother,
Ollie Gordon, is one of the
last living relatives who
lived with Till in Chicago.

In 1955, while Till was
visiting relatives in rural
Mississippi for the summer,
he was kidnapped from his
family’s home by two men
after he was accused of
whistling at a white woman
as a prank. He was tortured
and killed, and his body was
tossed into the Tallahatchie
River. Two white men — the
woman’s husband, Roy Bry-
ant, and his half brother JW.
Milam — were charged with
murder but acquitted. They
later confessed to the crime
in a magazine interview but
weren’t retried. Both are
dead.

Till became a symbol of
the racist violence that per-
sisted in the South when his
mother chose to have his
mutilated body in an open
casket at his funeral. Photos
were published and circu-
lated around the world.

“Emmett Till was
Trayvon Martin before
Trayvon Martin,” Chicago
State University professor

Kelly Harris said, compari-
ng Till’s death to the 2012
fatal shooting of the 17-year-
old Florida teen.

The Justice Department
told Congress in a report in
March that it was reopening
the investigation into Till’s
slaying after receiving “new
information.” The case was
closed in 2007, two years
after his body was exhumed
to perform an autopsy. Au-
thorities at the time said the
suspects were dead; a state
grand jury didn’t file any
new charges.

The Justice Depart-
ment’s report, sent annually
to lawmakers under a law
that bears Till’s name, does
not indicate what the new
information might be. But it
was issued after the publi-
cation last year of “The
Blood of Emmett Till” The
book, by Timothy B. Tyson,
quotes Till’s accuser, Car-
olyn Bryant Donham, ac-
knowledging during a 2008
interview that she wasn’t
truthful when she testified
that Till grabbed her, whis-
tled and made sexual ad-
vances at a store in 1955.

Donham, who turns 84
this month, lives in Raleigh,
N.C. A man who came to the
door at her home Thursday

declined to comment.

Paula Johnson, co-direc-
tor of an academic group
that reviews unsolved civil
rights slayings, said she
can’t think of anything
other than Tyson’s book
that could have prompted
the Justice Department to
reopen the Till investiga-
tion. “We’re happy to have
that be the case so that
ultimately or finally some-
one can be held responsible
for his murder;” said John-
son, who leads the Cold
Case Justice Initiative at
Syracuse University.

The Justice Department
declined to comment on the
status of the investigation.

Chicago State history
professor Lionel Kimble
called Till’s death “the fuse”
that ignited an era of mod-
ern civil rights activism in
Chicago. “It invigorated this
sense and this belief and
this drive, the push for
greater inclusion into the
American Dream,” he said.

For Till’s Chicago family,
his death mobilized a com-
munity of supporters that
remains, Gordon-Taylor
said.

“Any justice for Emmett
and for my family is justice
for the community” she

said. “The murder of Em-
mett impacted the commu-
nity profoundly and im-
pacted our country.”

Chicago State’s Harris
said Till's death was some-
thing that “we, as a country,
should never forget.”

“Not just African-Ameri-
cans,” he said. “I don’t think
America should forget.”

Both Harris and Kimble
drew a connection between
Till’s death and the activism
it spawned to the modern-
day movements against po-
lice brutality that have
grown out of highly publi-
cized police-involved
shootings.

“Given what’s going on
with the number of un-
armed African-Americans
being essentially lynched in
modern America, I think
Emmett Till should be
broughtback to the national
attention,” Kimble said.
“We think about these
marches against violence
and police brutality. These
things, they aren’t new.”

Lolly Bowean is a Chicago
Tribune reporter. Associated
Press contributed.

zkoeske@tribpub.com
Ibowean@chicagotribune.com
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Rebecca Russell, center, of Surrey, England, and others watch the World Cup semifinals between England and Croatia at the Globe Pub. Croatia plays in the final Sunday.

Drinks will be on hold for start of World Cup final

Re J
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BY TESSA WEINBERG
Chicago Tribune

Chicago’s Croatian commu-
nity has rooted its home team
on at the Croatian Cultural
Center of Chicago as the team
has steadily advanced to its first
World Cup final.

“We are praying to God for a
win,” Nada Vasilj, the center’s
executive director, said of Sun-
day’s match between Croatia
and France.

And the center, at 2845 W.

taking advantage of the mo-
ment. It’s hosting a free watch
party with Croatian food and
drinks starting at 9 a.m.

But like many bars in the city,
it won’t be able to serve any
soccer fans a drink until 11 am.
— despite the game starting at
10 am. — because of liquor
license restrictions on Sundays.

Vasilj said the center was
looking at getting an exemption
to sell drinks earlier in the day.
But Lilia Chacon, spokeswom-
an for Chicago’s Department of

Protection, said in an email that
there is no process to apply for
an exemption, and exceptions
have not been made in the past.

The lines to have a drink and
watch World Cup matches have
been out the door, around the
corner and down the block at
Fado Irish Pub.

The River North pub and
restaurant, 100 W. Grand Ave.,
expects it to be just as packed
for Sunday’s final, so it’s open-
ing its doors at 8 a.m., said Tom
Dowd, the pub’s general man-

While the pub can’t serve
alcohol until 10 am. — as a
restaurant, Fado can serve
booze an hour earlier than a bar
— Dowd said there will be
plenty of other purchases pa-
trons can make from the pub’s
brunch menu in the two hours
drinks won’t be served.

“It’d be better for business if
we could,” Dowd said. “We’re
just going to grin and bear it. It’s
going to be a blast anyway.”

Sports bars across the city
plan to open their doors earlier

match, even if they won't be
serving alcohol until later.

The Globe Pub in North
Center plans to open its doors
an hour before the game.

The Galway Arms in Park
West plans to serve brunch
starting at 8:30 am. and open
up its second floor to accommo-
date fans.

Chicago Tribune’s Ese
Olumhense contributed.

tweinberg@chicagotribune.com
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Rauner, Republicans reboot anti-Mike Madigan campaign

BY MONIQUE GARCIA
Chicago Tribune

Republicans led by Gov.
Bruce Rauner revisited a
familiar theme Thursday,
unveiling their latest effort
to ask lawmakers and can-
didates to pledge opposition
to longtime Democratic
House Speaker Michael
Madigan and support for
term limits on officehold-
ers.

A spokesman for Madi-
gan dismissed the effort as
recycling a strategy long
used by the Illinois Republi-
can Party, which has spent
years and millions of dollars

of Rauner’s wealth attempt-
ing to brand the speaker as
the source of the state’s
financial and political woes.

The FireMadigan.com
website that Republicans
launched in 2012 has now
been replaced with a new
iteration: FireMikeMadi-
gan.com. There, visitors can
see a list of lawmakers and
candidates who have prom-
ised to vote for “anyone” for
speaker of the House but
Madigan. He has held the
position since 1983 save for
two years in the mid-1990s.

They’ve also vowed to
support legislation that
would let voters weigh in on

whether lawmakers and
statewide officials should
be restricted to eight years
in office. Among those tak-
ing the pledge is House
Republican Leader Jim
Durkin of Western Springs,
who has held his seat for
about12 years, in addition to
eight years as a lawmaker
before that.

“If we are going to save
this state, we have to change
the status quo in Springfield
and that is what this pledge
is about;” said Durkin, who
contended that Democrats
seeking office “must either
sign this or explain why
they will not sign it

After the last election,
Madigan was re-elected
speaker with support of 66
of 67 Democratic members.

A reboot could piggyback
on internal turmoil in the
state Democratic Party
Madigan leads following
several incidents in which
top aides and allies have
been accused of sexual har-
assment and inappropriate
behavior. Some Democrats
called on the speaker to step
down as head of the state
party in the wake of the
accusations, which led to
the resignation of Madi-
gan’s longtime chief of staff,
Tim Mapes.

Madigan has rejected
those calls but said he
shoulders responsibility for
not doing more to prevent a
culture of harassment. He’s
hired former federal prose-
cutor and former Rauner-
appointed Illinois Execu-
tive Inspector General
Maggie Hickey to conduct a
review of operations of the
Illinois House of Repre-
sentatives.

“Any Democrat who says,
‘I don’t want to sign the
pledge, it’s partisan’ or
whatever, baloney,” Rauner
said during a stop in down-
state Marion. “... Even if you
are a Democrat, don’t stay

loyal to Mike Madigan, stay
loyal to the citizens of your
district,” the governor said.

Madigan spokesman
Steve Brown countered that
Rauner and Republicans
“need a diversion from the
deaths and the cover-up at
the Quincy Veterans Home,
so it’s not surprising they
would recycle this cam-
paign” He was referencing
the outbreaks of Legion-
naires’ disease at the state-
run home that has led to the
deaths of 13 residents since
2015. “I don’t think it will
work,” Brown said.

mcgarcia@chicagotribune.com
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4th defendant pleads guilty ¥
in beating on Facebook Live L ¥zz/2

Assault on teen
with disabilities
drew condemnation

BY MEGAN CREPEAU
Chicago Tribune

The teen with mental
disabilities had been kid-
napped by a friend and
three others.

For three days, his family
didn’t know his where-
abouts but feared the worst.

“We cannot even begin to
explain the anxiety and
feeling of helplessness that
takes over your body when
a loved one is missing,” the
victim’s sister wrote in a
letter read Thursday in
Cook County court. “You
can’t eat, sleep or even think
clearly”

Then the family heard
from the teen’s friend Jor-
dan Hill, who demanded a
ransom of $300 or the
victim would be killed, the
sister wrote.

“Is that what a life is
worth to these monsters?
$300,” her letter said.

The victim’s family lis-
tened intently as prose-
cutors read the letter in
Judge William Hooks’
courtroom on the same day
that the fourth and final
defendant pleaded guilty to
taking part in the beating of
the teen in an attack
livestreamed on Facebook.

Tesfaye Cooper, 20, who
pleaded guilty to a hate
crime and aggravated kid-
napping, turned to face the
victim’s family, saying in a
barely audible voice, “I do
want to apologize for the
pain I put y’all through.”

His sentencing was post-
poned until later in July.

Hill, described by prose-
cutors as the ringleader,
pleaded guilty last week to
the same two charges and
was sentenced to eight
years in prison. Sisters Brit-
tany and Tanishia Coving-
ton have also pleaded guilty

Tesfaye Brittany
Cooper Covington
to the assault.

The gruesome video of
the four African-American
defendants attacking the
white victim drew wide-
spread condemnation, in-
cluding from then-Presi-
dent Barack Obama. Right-
wing pundits used it as a
rallying cry, tying it without
evidence to the Black Lives
Matter movement and
blaming permissive polic-
ing.

Cook County prose-
cutors detailed at length
what they called the “phys-
ical abuse and mental tor-
ture” that the teen suffered.
Authorities have said the
victim, who was 18 at the
time of the attack in January
2017 and attended high
school with Hill, has
schizophrenia and atten-
tion deficit hyperactivity
disorder.

Cooper features promi-
nently in the video footage
of the attack, introducing
himself to the Facebook
Live audience as “Hot-
head,” prosecutors said
Thursday.

He and Hill ordered the
victim into the corner of a
West Side apartment, mak-
ing him face the wall and
say things such as “I love
black people,” Assistant
State’s Attorney Risa Lanier
said. They taunted the teen
with knives and sliced up
his sweatshirt, hair and
scalp while the teen was
tied up and gagged, Lanier
said.

At one point, Cooper
took the cellphone from
Brittany Covington while it
was still streaming live to
her Facebook, Lanier said.

Rauner to present Pence
at Rosemont tax forum

BY RICK PEARSON
Chicago Tribune

Republican Gov. Bruce
Rauner is scheduled to in-
troduce Vice President
Mike Pence at a forum
Friday in Rosemont pro-
moting federal tax cuts, the
closest public association
the re-election-seeking gov-
ernor has yet shown to
President Donald Trump’s
White House.

Rauner aides confirmed
the governor’s appearance
with Pence at the “Tax Cuts
to Put America First” event
at the Westin O’Hare hotel.
The event is being spon-
sored by America First Poli-
cies, a nonprofit group with
the goal of promoting
Trump’s policies.

The governor’s appear-
ance comes as he seeks to
unify a disparate Republi-
can base as the intense fall
campaign season nears.
Though he narrowly won
the March primary nomina-
tion, Rauner was faulted by
his challenger, state Rep.
Jeanne Ives of Wheaton, for
not supporting the presi-
dent. Conservative Party
candidate state Sen. Sam
McCann has renewed that
criticism.

For much of his first
term, Rauner has strenu-
ously avoided any mention
of Trump, and he did not
attend the 2016 Republican
convention that nominated
the president. Rauner also
has declined to comment on
many Trump controversies
or give his opinion on many
national issues with ramifi-
cations for Illinois.

But there have been some
subtle changes over time.

In November, Rauner
said he was “applauding”
congressional Republican
efforts to overhaul the fed-
eral tax code, a subject
being promoted at the Fri-
day event. That came after
weeks of declining to take a
position on the issue, in-
cluding its eventual limita-
tions on the deduction of
state and local property
taxes that is expected to
affect many Illinois home-
owners.

Earlier this week, Rauner
tweeted his approval of
Trump’s nomination of
Brett Kavanaugh to the U.S.
Supreme Court, saying the

judge “has impressive cre-
dentials and he deserves a
fair hearing and swift vote
on his nomination.” The
White House included
Rauner’s comments in an
email touting endorsements
for the pick.

But Rauner also has criti-
cized Trump’s “zero toler-
ance” immigration policy
leading to the separation of
immigrant children from
their parents at the border.
Rauner has long called for
unspecific comprehensive
immigration reform but last
month said “separating
families is not the right
answer.”

America First Policies’
agenda also includes a
tougher U.S. stance on
trade, including a “focus on
bilateral rather than multi-
lateral negotiations.” But
Rauner and other Republi-
cans, particularly those in
major agricultural states,
have been critical of Trump
creating a trade war over
the imposition of tariffs.

The governor’s decision
to introduce Pence in Rose-
mont drew criticism from
Democratic challenger J.B.
Pritzker, who previously
has labeled the governor a
“silent partner” to Trump.

“Rauner has spent the
last few months cozying up
to Donald Trump, praising
his policies, and getting
support from his top Illinois
fundraiser’s SuperPAC, but
now he’s taking their part-
nership to the next level by
campaigning with his VP”
the Pritzker campaign said
in a statement. The cam-
paign was referring to
Pritzker attack ads being
run by a PAC formerly
headed by Ron Gidwitz,
Trump’s Illinois campaign
finance chair and now U.S.
ambassador to Belgium.

“While Rauner ranges
from Trump’s silent partner
to his proud, vocal support-
er, campaigning with
Trump’s VP brings their
alliance to new heights”
Pritzker spokesman Jason
Rubin said.

Rauner has an associ-
ation with Pence, whose
chief of staff is Nick Ayers, a
former top strategist for
Rauner’s 2014 governor
campaign.

rap30@aol.com

Tanishia Jordan
Covington Hill
He then turned the phone’s

camera onto the bound-
and-gagged victim and cap-
tured footage of Covington
slapping him, according to
the prosecutor. Cooper then
instructed Covington to hit
him again, she said.

Another video, uploaded
to Cooper’s Facebook page,
showed the victim’s head
being forced into a toilet,
Lanier said.

The victim did not attend
Thursday’s hearing at the
Leighton Criminal Court
Building, but the sister who
authored the victim-impact
statement and three or four
other relatives attended, sit-
ting in the courtroom’s jury
box.

The lengthy statement
from the victim’s sister —
read in court by Lanier —
described how the family’s
world had been turned up-
side down.

“That 18-year-old was
our son, our brother, our
uncle, but most importantly

L
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a human being,” the state-
ment said. “The lack of
compassion and complete
disregard for (his) life was
incomprehensible.”

According to the sister,
the victim’s well-being has
improved and he is back in
school, but he still asks
about the incident.

“We have to watch him
struggle to fall asleep at
night or wake up in a panic
because he thinks the de-
fendants are outside and
they plan on taking him and
killing him,” the sister -

wrote. “.. We ourselves

worry if it is safe to continue
to live here because of the
unknown of what the de-
fendants may do when they
get out of jail”

Tanishia Covington, who
was sentenced to three
years in prison, was placed
on parole late last month
because of credit for 15

months she spent in county Freg Vehicle We Acr;ept We also accept
jail. Her sister, Brittany, was Pickup All Vehicles Trucks, RVs,
sentenced to four years of ANYWHERE | Runningor Not SUVs & Boats

probation that included a
ban on using social media,
but she was taken back into
custody in April after soft-
ware on her phone found
that Facebook had been
accessed from her device.

Call: (312) 651-4254
WheelsForWishes.org

*Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels
For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information,
visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

mcrepeau@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @crepeau
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Sterling
Bay inks
deal for

Hancock

Developer to pay
$300M for office,
parking portions

BY RYAN ORI
Chicago Tribune

The building formerly
known as the John Han-
cock Center is also getting a
new owner: Sterling Bay.

The Chicago developer
has a more than $300 mil-
lion deal to buy the office
and parking portions of the
100-story skyscraper at 875
N. Michigan Ave., according
to people familiar with the
deal.

The exact price could not
be determined, but it’s be-
lieved to be almost $310
million, according to the
sources. The deal is for 717
parking spaces on floors
four to 12 and about
908,000 square feet of of-
fices on floors 13 to 41.

Not included in the deal
are residential condomini-
ums, retail and restaurant
space, the 360 Chicago ob-
servatory and broadcast an-
tennas atop the tower — all
of which have separate
owners.

As part of the deal, Ster-
ling Bay will own poten-
tially lucrative naming
rights.

The seller is a venture led
by Chicago-based devel-
oper Hearn Co. Its invest-
ment partners are an affili-
ate of New York-based
Fortress Investment Group
and San Antonio-based
Lynd Co.

Sterling Bay’s deal comes
at an eventful time for both
the developer, which has
been buying other high-
profile Chicago buildings,
and the 1,128-foot-tall
tower. The tower, designed
by Skidmore, Owings &
Merrill and known for its
black, X-shaped braces, was
developed by John Han-
cock Mutual Life Insurance
Co. It was completed in
1970.

In February, the Tribune
reported that the 48-year-
old skyscraper was officially
losing the only name it’s
ever had, when Hearn said
Toronto-based insurer
Manulife Financial —
which acquired John Han-
cock in 2004 — asked the
building owners to remove
its name and logos from the
property. The insurer hasn’t
been a tenant at the building
in many years.

Although most Chi-
cagoans will likely use the
John Hancock name for
years to come, the tower
formally changed its name
to the building’s address:
875 North Michigan Ave-
nue. At the time of the name
change, the Hearn venture
put a planned sale of the
office and parking space on
hold.

More recently, its brokers
from Eastdil Secured re-
sumed marketing it to po-
tential buyers.

Representatives of Ster-
ling Bay and Hearn could
not immediately be reached
for comment. Sterling Bay’s
deal was first reported by
Crain’s Chicago Business.

The Hearn venture
bought the property for
$140 million in 2013 and
invested about $69 million
in building upgrades and
new leases to bring the
office space to about 90
percent leased.

Acquiring the former
Hancock is a continuation
of Sterling Bay’s rise in
prominence. This year, the
firm bought the two-build-
ing Prudential Plaza office
complex for $680 million,
in the firm’s most expensive
purchase ever, and
Groupon’s headquarters at
600 W. Chicago Ave. for
$510 million.

Sterling Bay also owns
swaths of land in the city’s
Fulton Market district, in-
cluding McDonald’s new
headquarters and Google’s
Midwest headquarters,
both of which it developed.
It is also planning a more
than 70-acre development
called Lincoln Yards along
the North Branch of the
Chicago River. That site was
one of five visited in Chi-
cago by Amazon officials in
March as the company
evaluates 20 cities for its
planned second head-
quarters.

rori@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @Ryan_Ori

STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

.

Forest Preserve District police Chief Kelvin Pope arrives Thursday to discuss the resignation of Officer Patrick Connor, who was criticized for inaction.

Hate crime charges filed against
man in Puerto Rico T-shirt case

Viral video leads
to 2 felony counts,
officer resignation

BY MATTHEW
‘WALBERG

AND GREGORY PRATT
Chicago Tribune

The Chicago man shown
in a viral video berating a
woman for wearing a
Puerto Rican flag T-shirt
has been charged with a
felony hate crime.

“After a review of the
case, we approved felony
hate crimes charges,” said
Robert Foley, spokesman
for the Cook County state’s
attorney’s office.

Foley said Timothy Try-
bus faces two counts of
felony hate crime, which
are enhancements on the
charges of misdemeanor
assault and misdemeanor
disorderly conduct he was
previously charged with.

Trybus, 62, was arrested
Thursday by Cook County
Forest Preserve District po-
lice and is scheduled to
appear for a bond hearing
at 1:30 p.m. Friday at the

Skokie courthouse.

The incident in question
occurred June 14 in Cald-
well Woods Forest Pre-
serve on the Far Northwest
Side. But it became widely
known this week when a
video of the encounter was
posted on social media,
prompting con-
demnation from
many local activists
and politicians and
from the governor
of Puerto Rico.

In the video, a
man later identified
as Trybus confronts
and screams at a
woman about her shirt,
telling her she should not
be wearing it in the United
States.

Besides the man’s ac-
tions and comments, it was
the apparent inaction of a
forest preserve police offi-
cer, seen in the back-
ground, that elicited heavy
criticism. The footage
showed the officer seem-
ingly ignoring the woman’s
requests for his help as she
explains that the man is
harassing her and that she
has a permit to be in the

public space.

The fallout since the
video’s dissemination has
been swift: The officer,
Patrick Connor, who had
been placed on desk duty
June 25 during an internal
investigation, resigned
Wednesday amid calls for
the Forest Preserve
District to termi-
nate his employ-
ment.

US. Rep. Luis
Gutierrez said in an
interview that it’s
clear to him the
state’s attorney did
“the right thing”

Gutierrez, a national
leader on immigration who
has been vociferous in his
criticism of President Don-
ald Trump, tied the com-
ments on the video to the
general political atmos-
phere in the country.

“There should be conse-
quences. People have to
learn there are conse-
quences, especially in the
era of Trump,” Gutierrez
said. “I really do believe
there are people who say to
themselves, ‘If Trump can
doit,Icandoit. Why can’tI

go out there and say the
things the president says?”

He said this is a moment
in time when local author-
ities must step in on racial
and other issues, as he said
the more conservative fed-
eral Justice Department is
less interested in these is-
sues than in past adminis-
trations.

“I think this is the way
until we retrieve rational
governance at the federal
level,” Gutierrez said.

Cook County Commis-
sioner Jesus “Chuy” Garcia
had called for a hate crime
charge earlier and said
prosecutors’ actions were
“the right thing to do in this
situation.”

“This should have hap-
pened sooner, but some-
times it takes an incident
like this to go viral and for
the public to chime in to
really make us appreciate
the consequences of our
actions,” Garcia said.

Watching the video, Gar-
cia said, “it’s reasonable to
conclude that the way this
individual confronted the
woman constituted a hate
crime. It was threatening

and menacing and obvi-
ously full of racial ethnic
hatred”

A representative of Cook
County Board President
Toni Preckwinkle’s office
declined to comment about
the charges.

Preckwinkle earlier this
week apologized to the
woman in the video, Mia
Irizarry, while speaking at
an unrelated event, calling
the incident “completely
unacceptable”

Preckwinkle also re-
leased a statement Tuesday
saying she’d had a phone
call with Puerto Rican Gov.
Ricardo Rossello, who had
referenced her directly in a
Tweet about the video.

“I expressed my regret
over the June 14 incident in
the Caldwell Woods Forest
Preserves and assured him
that what is shown in the
video does not represent
our values in Cook County;”
Preckwinkle said in the
statement.

mwalberg@chicagotribune.com
gpratt@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @mattwalberg

Twitter @royalpratt

Viral video raises questions about ‘bystander effect’

Phenomenon of
inaction can arise
at public scenes

BY DARCEL ROCKETT
Chicago Tribune

A lot of questions arose
after a June 14 video was
posted on social media
showing a Cook County
Forest Preserve District po-
lice officer failing to aid a
woman being harassed by a
white man for wearing a
Puerto Rican flag shirt at
Caldwell Woods on Chi-
cago’s Far Northwest Side.

The man, later identified
as Timothy Trybus, 62,
demands to know why the
woman is wearing the shirt
and whether she is an
American citizen — even
though Puerto Ricoisa U.S.
territory and its residents
are U.S. citizens.

“You should not be wear-
ing that in the United States
of America” Trybus tells
her.

The woman asks the
officer to intervene, but the
officer, seen in the back-
ground just yards away,
appears not to respond.

The video drew millions

of views and, in a time
when harassment is fre-
quently caught on video,
raises familiar questions
about the role of bystand-
ers.

Since the incident, the
officer has resigned, an
internal investigation is
underway at the Forest
Preserve District, and Try-
bus has been charged with
assault, disorderly conduct
and a hate crime.

“That type of harass-
ment, that type of white
nationalism, we’re seeing
increase,” said Black Lives
Matter Chicago chapter
co-founder Aislinn Pulley.
“Unfortunately, it’s not sur-
prising.”

Pulley said videos such
as these are considered
“cop watching,” in which
civilians (in this case the
woman in the shirt) wit-
ness and record when they
see a police officer interact-
ing with another person.
Organizations like the Peo-
ple’s Response Team offer
cop-watch training, Pulley
said.

Being a witness also
means the opportunity to
become a bystander — a
person who is present at an

incident but does not take
part.

There are a variety of
reasons bystanders don’t
interfere in a confrontation
— fear of being sued, fear of
having to come forward
later if a case goes to court,
just plain inconvenience —
said Arthur Lurigio, a psy-
chology professor and sen-
ior associate dean for facul-
ty at Loyola University Chi-
cago’s College of Arts and
Sciences.

Some bystanders may
also fear becoming the tar-
get of violence.

But particularly in large
groups, fear of embarrass-
ment or the idea that some-
one else will help, can stand
in the way.

That’s called the “by-
stander effect” — some-
thing psychologists and re-
searchers have studied for
years — wherein a trauma-
tic or odd event occurring
in public triggers an array
of social and cultural cues
that, combined with hu-
man nature, lead witnesses
not to act.

“It’s pluralistic igno-
rance about what’s going
on that keeps people from
intervening,” Lurigio said.

And adding video and
social media to the equa-
tion can be good and bad,
Lurigio said. Some use the
opportunity to amplify
their own horrific acts,
such as the 2017 incident in
which four people used
Facebook Live to broadcast
their attack on aman witha
mental disability. Others
use it to publicly call out
bad behavior.

“Certainly any bystander
watching what is occur-
ring, and seeing that officer
on the scene do absolutely
nothing, would be under
some moral or atleast some
civic obligation to use their
voice and express disap-
pointment. ... Calling out
the obnoxious person who
was acting in an offensive
manner actually works
very well often to defuse an
incident,” said Peter
Arenella, a University of
California at Los Angeles
law professor who special-
izes in good Samaritan
issues.

Getting people to move
past bystander status is a
social problem without
clear-cut answers given the
current political and social
climate, Arenella said.

“I do strongly believe
Trump’s legitimation of ha-
tred towards the powerless
in our society has not only
legitimated inaction but
provided some sort of so-
cial sanction for the offen-
sive behavior of that indi-
vidual offender in the Chi-
cago incident,” Arenella
said.

He also said there has
been an increase in hate
crimes and xenophobic
and racist verbal abuse
nationwide. “I don’t think
it’s an accident that we've
seen such an increase in the
last two years”

To get past inaction
when facing such public
scenes, Lurigio suggests by-
standers put themselves in
the victim’s shoes.

“Just think of yourself as
belonging to a community
of others and you’re part of
it)” he said. “Turn on your
empathy genes is what I’'d
recommend. Imagine if
that young lady was your
sister or cousin. And if you
think of it that way, you are
more likely to do some-
thing”

drockett@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @DarcelTribune
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Former U.S. Rep. Joe Walsh
will appear in Sacha Baron
Cohen’s new Showtime

project, “Who Is America?”

Ex-Rep. Walsh joins Palin: I was ‘duped’ by Cohen

BY MORGAN GREENE
Chicago Tribune

Joe Walsh has a long
history of making contro-
versial statements. But this
time he said he was tricked
into saying them.

The former Republican
U.S. representative turned
radio host talked to the
Tribune on Thursday
about his upcoming ap-
pearance in social com-
mentator and political
prankster Sacha Baron Co-
hen’s new Showtime proj-
ect. Walsh detailed his trip
to the Washington, DC,,
area to participate in an
interview about his pro-

Israel views and even re-
ceive an award “for signifi-
cant contributions to the
state of Israel.” The inter-
view turned out to be
material for Cohen’s show
“Who Is America?”

In a Twitter thread
posted earlier this week,
Walsh said he, like fellow
tea partyer Sarah Palin, was
duped by Cohen. Palin said
in a recent blog post that
Cohen pretended to be a
disabled veteran in an in-
terview. She said the expe-
rience was “truly sick.”

Walsh said he went
along with his own inter-
view experience despite
some warning signs.

“T thought, ‘This is a
little odd, but this is Israel
and I’'m a big fan of Israel, ”
Walsh told the Tribune.
“We found out pretty much
the next day. We knew it
wasn’t real”

Red flags were raised in
the middle of the interview
when he was reading off a
teleprompter and a section
came up about pre-
schoolers in Israel using
guns, said Walsh. Although
he’s “very pro-gun” and
thinks we should teach
young people respect for
and ultimately how to han-
dle firearms, Walsh said he
certainly doesn’t want pre-
school kids using guns.

“With hindsight, clearly
they wanted that little 30-
second snippet of Joe
Walsh saying preschool
kids should be trained and
armed like they are in
Israel”

When asked whether he
really felt duped, Walsh
said everything’s fair play
and he actually thinks Co-
hen is a pretty funny guy.

“T’'ve always been a fan of
his work;” he said.

Showtime did not return
arequest for comment.

“Who Is America?” pre-
mieres on Showtime at 10
p.m. Sunday.

mgreene@chicagotribune.com
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Price-cut
promotion
swamps
toy stores

Bear, from Page 1

Sunday. The vouchers will
be good through Aug,. 31.

However, while the pro-
motion would have allowed
customers to create a bear
for as little as $1, depending
on their age, the vouchers
are good for $15 off. The
make-your-own teddy
bears typically start at $12.

The incident is a market-
ing black eye for the St
Louis-based company,
which recently reported
quarterly financial results
that it said didn’t meet
expectations. “It is critical
that Build-A-Bear Work-
shop’s retail locations re-
main a popular destination
for kids and families to
make special memories,”
CEO Sharon Price John
said during a late May
earnings call about its re-
sults.

“Instead of Build-A-Bear
being a place of happiness
or joy, it became a place of
frustration and disappoint-
ment,” said Timothy
Calkins, clinical professor of
marketing at Northwestern
University’s Kellogg School
of Management, on Thurs-
day. “It really is a disaster for
Build-A-Bear. You desper-
ately want your brand asso-
ciated with happy parents
and happy kids.”

Calkins likened the pro-
motion to Red Lobster
underestimating the popu-
larity of its endless crab
promotion in 2003, an inci-
dent that cost the company
$3 million and President
Edna Morris her job. While
the branding problem may
be short-lived, the longer-
term challenge for Build-A-
Bear may now be trying to
justify the higher prices the
bears typically command,
Calkins said.

At Oakbrook Center in
Oak Brook, adults and chil-
dren remained outside the
store hours after Build-A-
Bear announced on its web-
site and social media ac-

“It was just peo-
ple leaving and
kids crying. I
tried to use it as
a teachable mo-
ment.”

— Katie Nanak, of
Chicago’s Logan Square
neighborhood, who took her
two kids to Oak Brook for
the Build-A-Bear promotion
but was dissuaded by the
size of the crowd

counts that it was closing
down lines at stores nation-
wide.

Nanak, who is nine
months pregnant, wasn’t
among them. She immedi-
ately knew she didn’t want
to wait in the sun that long
and told her kids they’d
have to come back another
day. They tried to get a soft
pretzel at a nearby Auntie
Anne’s but left when that
line proved too long as well.

Meanwhile, the Build-A-
Bear line had quadrupled in
size, she said. “It was just
people leaving and kids cry-
ing. I tried to use it as a
teachable moment.”
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Hopeful customers wait outside the Build-A-Bear Workshop store at Oakbrook Center in
Oak Brook during the company’s “Pay Your Age Day” promotion Thursday.

After they left, Nanak
took the kids to Target,
where they each picked out
a toy as a consolation prize.
But her son still burst into
tears in the car. Hours later,
before going down for anap,
he asked again if they’d be
able to go back, she said.

“My kids were disap-
pointed; I felt heartbroken
for them” she said. “As a
mom, you feel so bad”

Not all shoppers at Oak-
brook walked away empty-
handed. Juana Hernendez
arrived around 10 a.m. with
her daughters, 18-year-old
Alejandra and 1-year-old Xi-
mena, and left shortly after
4:30 with two bears, one for
$18 and one for $1.

Customers at the mall
who were in line when the
company announced the
closures were allowed to
remain, and those who tried
to join the line afterward
were given vouchers.

Oak Brook police Cmdr.
Ben Kadolph said the mall
notified the department on
Wednesday that it expected
about 500 people for the
promotion. Based on an
aerial photograph posted
online, Kadolph estimated
the crowd was closer to
1,000. Still, no Oak Brook
officers were called to the
mall in response to the

event, he said.

Lindsay Kahn, a spokes-
woman for mall owner
GGP, said in an email that
employees “were focused
on making sure things ran
smoothly surrounding to-
day’s event and did every-
thing they could to accom-
modate people in line.”

At Build-A-Bear’s Chi-
cago store in Water Tower
Place, crowds started lining
up around 9 a.m., according
to security personnel, and
the line was cut off just
before 3 p.m. — when it was
still about 50 families deep.

The line was mostly
made up of preschool-age
kids, but it was a largely
happy and patient bunch.
Few tears were shed even
after hours on the floor of
the mall.

Those who arrived after
the line was closed got a $15
voucher for a future bear
purchase. Triplets Isabelle,
Mckenzie and Samantha
Cairns, 8, just missed the
cutoff, but mom Diane, who
heard about the promotion
on Facebook, said she didn’t
mind the trip and would go
back another time to use the
voucher.

Izumbach@chicagotribune.com
hmensik@chicagotribune.com
sbomkamp@chicagotribune.com

Deputy IG nominee
working with NYPD

Lipari also taught
at UIC, studied
policing in Chicago

BY DEANESE
‘WILLIAMS-HARRIS
Chicago Tribune

A former local uni-
versity instructor who re-
searched Chicago policing
and its impact on the black
community has been
nominated to a top post
with the city inspector
general’s office to audit
police accountability mea-
sures.

Joseph Lipari, an assist-
ant with the New York
Police Department’s office
of inspector general, led
investigations into
NYPD’s problems with its
use-of-force reporting,
complaint tracking sys-
tems and dispatch pro-
cedures, according to a
release from the IG’s office
in Chicago.

“Joseph Lipari has a
proven track record in
police accountability and
working closely with com-
munities and oversight
agencies,” Inspector Gen-
eral Joseph Ferguson said
in announcing the nomi-
nation. “Our office looks
forward to working with
Lipari to foster trust and
improve interactions be-
tween Chicago Police De-
partment officers and the
communities they serve.”

The deputy inspector
general post was created
in 2016 by the City Council
as part of Mayor Rahm
Emanuel’s efforts to enact
changes to the oversight of
the Police Department af-
ter the court-ordered re-
lease in November 2015 of
apolice dashboard camera
video showing a white
police officer shooting
black teen Laquan
McDonald 16 times.

The deputy IG’s role is
to audit the city’s police
accountability system and
identify patterns and prac-
tices that violate constitu-
tional rights.

A spokeswoman for the
IG’s office said Lipari

would not be available for
interview.

The City Council’s
Committee on Public
Safety will take up Lipari’s
nomination next week, of-
ficials said. The full City
Council needs to approve
his nomination before he
can take office.

Before embarking on a
career in the New York
inspector general’s office,
Lipari was an adminis-
trator with the Citizen
Review Board in Syracuse,
NY, handling complaint
intake, internal and public
reporting, and community
outreach.

He earlier was execu-
tive director of Citizen
Alerts, a Chicago-based
nonprofit that focused on
police accountability and
civilian oversight. In that
role, he served as chair of
community outreach for
the Chicago Coalition for
Police Accountability,
working with community
groups, civilian oversight
agencies, police and
elected officials to reform
the city’s accountability
mechanisms, the release
said.

Lipari also worked as an
academic researcher and
instructor of African-
American history at the
University of Illinois at
Chicago, where he earned
a master of arts degree in
history. His academic re-
search examined the evo-
lution of policing in Chi-
cago and its impact on the
African-American com-
munity.

dawilliams@chicagotribune.com
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The CSSIFM Immuno-Oncology Network (ION) Announces...

A NATURAL KILLER CELL
CLINICAL TRIAL FOR PANCREATIC CANCER

Unfortunately, patients with pancreatic cancer remain resistant to most forms of chemotherapy.

A clinical trial to avoid high dose chemotherapy and high dose radiation which may damage the
Immune system is underway.

A novel immunotherapy trial aims to activate the immune system of the patient combined with
natural killer (NK) cell transfusion to study its effectiveness in patients with metastatic
pancreatic cancer.

For more information about the clinical trial, please visit our website at:

NKTrial.com

Toll Free: 1-855-797-9277
Pancreatic@NKTrial.com
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The back porch area of the building at 1421 E. 67th Place, shown Wednesday, is reduced to rubble following a fire Sunday.

Judge confronts DCFS on

DCFS, from Page 1

... Ithink it’s pretty relevant.”
Murphy — a former pub-
lic guardian known for his
fierce advocacy for youths
in care — had ordered DCFS
to prepare a report for the
hearing on how the boy had
been cared for. But the
complaint was not men-
tioned in the report and was
disclosed only when anoth-
er attorney asked about it.

The current Cook
County public guardian,
Charles Golbert, accused
the agency of withholding
information. “It’s very dis-
appointing ... since appar-
ently it has to do with
inadequate supervision giv-
en the special needs of the
child.”

In a statement issued
later in the afternoon, Gol-
bert said he has suspicions
about the agency’s handling
of the complaint. “I look
forward to receiving the
materials and, frankly, antic-
ipate the worst,” he said. “If
these materials were in-
nocuous, DCFS would not
have tried to bury them.”

Not long after Golbert’s
statement, DCFS released
details of the complaint.
The agency said it received a
hotline call in January from
someone alleging that one
of Magkwone’s older broth-
ers had touched his 2-year-
old sister “on the butt over
the clothing while she was
sleeping;” according to Neil
Skene, special assistant to
the director of DCFS.

“The hotline caller said it
was ‘unknown’ whether the
foster mom was adequately
monitoring the behavior;”
Skene said. “The investiga-
tor concluded that the care-
giver took immediate action
at the time and ‘has taken

deadly e

in foster
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Firefighters battle a fire Sunday morning at 1421E. 67th
Place in Grand Grossing. Magkwone Jones, 3, was killed.

reasonable action to ensure
that adequate supervision to
children is provided at all
times’ The allegation was
ruled unfounded.”

Magkwone, two brothers
ages 8 and 9, and the 2-year-
old had been in the foster
care of their mother’s cousin
since September 2017, when
their mother was investi-
gated for child abuse and
neglect, according to DCFS.
Cook County court records
indicate Magkwone’s bio-
logical mother, 33, was
charged with aggravated
battery of a child under 12
and aggravated battery last
October. That case is pend-
ing.
None of the other siblings
were in the cousin’s home at
1421 E. 67th Place when the
fire broke out around 10:30
am. Sunday, according to
fire officials. The cousin was
not home at the time, but a
friend was sleeping at the
apartment, according to po-
lice and DCFS. Not realizing
the boy was at home, the
woman told authorities she
ran outside when the fire
started, Skene said.

The friend said she
learned the boy was inside
when she called the aunt,
officials said. She alerted
firefighters, who broke
down the doors and found
Magkwone, according to
Fire Department spokes-
man Larry Langford. The
boy died at Comer Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Police did not find any
evidence of arson but were
continuing to investigate,
said chief police spokesman
Anthony Guglielmi. “Child
endangerment is certainly a
component of the investiga-
tion,” he said.

Thursday’s hearing was
held to discuss the future
custody of the surviving
siblings. It began with Mur-
phy offering his condolenc-
es. “Im very sorry about
what happened.”

But the proceedings
quickly became contentious
as Murphy talked about the
boy dying “tragically” after
“he was left alone,” citing
news reports.

DCFS officials objected
to Murphy relying on news
stories for what happened

home

to the boy. “Sounds like
everyone in this courtroom
cares about their butts,” the
judge said at one point.
“Let’s get back to the kids
seeing each other.”

The judge was told the
older boys were placed at
psychiatric hospitals after
the fire, one in suburban
Streamwood and the other
on the South Side. “Those
are very far apart,” Murphy
said.

When Murphy asked
about the health of Magk-
wone’s mother, a woman
speaking on her behalf said
she was “moving forward,”
living by herself in an apart-
ment on the South Side. She
has some “anger issues,” the
woman said, and must learn
more effective ways to cope
and to be a better mom.

Toward the end of the
hearing, Maqgkwone’s
mother stood before the
judge holding her youngest
child, an infant, over her
right shoulder and rocking
slightly back and forth. The
infant had been placed in a
different foster home than
the other children.

“That is one beautiful
child,” Murphy said.

Suddenly the mother’s
left arm shot up. “I have to
go back to the funeral
home,” she said, explaining
she had to make funeral
arrangements for her son.

Murphy stressed that he
wanted the entire family to
attend the funeral. “Griev-
ing is very important,” he
said. “The whole family
should be together. Let’s
work it out”

Another hearing was
scheduled for Friday morn-
ing.

echerney@chicagotribune.com
rsobol@chicagotribune.com

Judge OKs Lithuanian woman’s extradition

Suburban florist,
ex-parliamentarian
is appealing ruling

By TED GREGORY
Chicago Tribune

A federal judge on Thurs-
day morning authorized the
extradition of a local Lithu-
anian woman who claims
her homeland is attempting
to persecute her for expos-
ing government corruption
there.

U.S. District Judge Vir-
ginia Kendall said Neringa
Venckiene’s claims that the
charges against her are po-
litically motivated did not
meet the legal criteria for
such a claim.

Kendall also said Venck-
iene failed to show that
Lithuanian authorities lack-
ed probable cause to charge
her, and that the evidence
her attorneys presented did
not show a violation of
Venckiene’s civil rights.

Her attorneys are appeal-
ing the ruling and one of
them said he is confident
Venckiene, who has been in
federal custody since sur-
rendering in February, will
remain in the Chicago area
until the 7th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals considers
the case. Venckiene had
resided in the far northwest
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Neringa Venckiene says
charges in her homeland
are politically motivated.

suburbs, where she worked
as a florist.

“The judge pretty much
signed my mom’s death
sentence,” her son, Karolis
Venckus, said through sobs
after the hearing. He added
that “there’s no chance at
all” that Venckiene will get a
fair trial in Lithuania.

“I guarantee they will
find her guilty and give her
the strictest punishment,”
said Venckus, 19.

He also said he believes
that Lithuanian authorities
will level additional charges
against his mother.

At one point in the hear-
ing, Venckiene fainted and
Kendall ordered a 10-min-
ute recess, despite Venck-
iene’s protests.

Venckiene fled Lithuania
in 2013, reportedly fearing
for her life. She helped
expose what she claims was
high-level corruption stem-

ming from the alleged mo-
lestation of her 4-year-old
niece in 2008.

Those claims set in mo-
tion events that included
the suspicious deaths of
four people in Lithuania.
Over the same time, Venck-
iene, who had been a judge,
rose to lead a political oppo-
sition movement in Lithua-
nia and was elected to
parliament there.

Lithuanian authorities
allege that Venckiene phys-
ically fought with police
who were attempting to
remove the little girl from
Venckiene’s custody. She
also is charged in Lithuania
with “humiliating” the
court and failing to comply
with a court order.

Venckiene and her attor-
neys contend the charges
are little more than misde-
meanors or fabricated.

She maintains that if she
returns to Lithuania, au-
thorities will punish her
and may execute her.

Federal prosecutors say
they are obeying the terms
of a treaty with Lithuania
that calls for the U.S. secre-
tary of state to determine
whether an extradition is
valid. The State Depart-
ment has approved Venck-
iene’s extradition.

But Venckiene’s attor-
neys argued that the State

Department’s decision has
no bearing on a judge’s
authority and that Lithua-
nian prosecutors are “resur-
recting an expired statute of
limitations” for Venckiene
exercising what in the
United States would consti-
tute a person’s First Amend-
ment rights.

They also noted that she
“was the subject of at least
one assassination attempt.”

In an explanation that
extended for an hour,
Kendall rejected those ar-
guments, citing case law
and the wording of the
treaty.

In addition, her attorney
pointed to bills that U.S.
Reps. Randy Hultgren, a
Republican from Illinois’
14th District, and Chris
Smith, a Republican from
New Jersey’s 4th District,
introduced last month call-
ing for Venckiene’s extradi-
tion to stop until her effort
to gain political asylum in
the U.S. is completed.

Kendall decided against
waiting for those bills to
make their way through
Congress.

“The court will not
blindly guess as to when or
how Congress will act,” she
said.

tgregory@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @tgregoryreports

Records lift veil
on practices in
assessor’s office

Assess, from Page1

associated with the case.

Among them is an Au-
gust 2016 deposition by
Alfonso Sarro, Berrios’ di-
rector of residential valu-
ations. Sarro testified that
“the function of the asses-
sor’s office is to value all
property uniformly and
fairly for ... real estate tax
purposes.” But he went on
to describe a process that
sometimes veered from
industry standards.

Sarro testified that “be-
tween 20 and 25 percent
(of) values are actually
changed by hand,” with
analysts determining that
the computer model used
to value the properties in
the first place got it wrong,

Expert Christopher
Berry called that “an in-
credibly high number” A
rule of thumb in the as-
sessment industry is that
hand reviews should
change only 1 to 2 percent
of the property values
calculated by the comput-
er and only in cases where
there is “a really good and
explicit reason,” he said.

Other revelations in
Sarro’s deposition include:
B Assessor’s analysts fol-
lowed no “fixed set of
guidelines” in determin-
ing so-called outliers —
homes with values that
skew the model because
they’re inconsistent with
neighborhood patterns,
like a large mansion built
amid a block full of bunga-
lows.

“There are usually
standards involved,” and
entire sections of assess-
ment textbooks lay them
out, said Berry, a Uni-
versity of Chicago profes-
sor who helped design a
new model for Berrios’
office that was never fully
implemented.

B When doing the hand-
check process, analysts
sometimes relied on data
from internet sites like
Zillow or Trulia “for in-
sight into home character-
istics” — such as square
footage and number of
rooms — that can affect
values. Berry said that’s
problematic. “If they are
doing that for one set of
homes and not others,
that’s going to introduce
nonuniformity into the
process,” he said.

B After the hand reviews
were done, supervisors in
the assessor’s office then
looked at the resulting
values for entire neighbor-
hoods and determined
whether they might be too
low or too high for a
particular type of proper-
ty, such as townhouses. If
that was so, they made a
percentage adjustment to
all townhouses in that
neighborhood. Berry said
that showed a lack of faith
in the model used to value
the properties in the first
place.

All those steps leave the
impression of a “seat-of-
the-pants approach, be-
cause they haven’t shown
us how they conduct this
process,” Berry said. And
making so many changes
after running the data
through the computer sys-
tem could introduce a lack
of uniformity that makes
the system less fair, he
said.

“The equation exists for
areason, and that reason is
to ensure fairness,” said
Berry, who added that
Berrios should release all
the formulas, data, docu-
ments and results in-
volved in the assessment
process.

Berrios’ office did not
respond to multiple re-
quests for comment this
week. Berrios lost the
March Democratic pri-
mary to asset manager
Fritz Kaegi, who pledged
to make assessment mod-
els and data public and
also address flaws the se-
ries identified.

Kaegi faces Republican
Joseph Paglia, who has yet
to report formation of a
campaign committee, in
the November general
election.

Also included in the
recently released lawsuit
documents is a deposition
of Mark Dwyer, the for-
mer director of commer-
cial valuations in the as-
sessor’s office, who also
explained a process that

could result in some prop-
erties being treated differ-
ently from others.

Dwyer testified that
“capitalization rates” —
figures used to determine
a commercial property’s
income potential that in
turn sets its value — “are
purely a matter of opinion
by the analyst” but must
fall within a range deter-
mined by Thomas Jaco-
netty, a top aide to Berrios.

In some cases, analysts
turned to Zillow to deter-
mine potential rents for
commercial properties,
Dwyer said. In others,
they relied on newspapers
or business magazines to
discover some commer-
cial sales data, he added.

As part of the series, the
Tribune later collaborated
with ProPublica Illinois
and found that commer-
cial and industrial proper-
ties were underassessed,
which pushed more of the
tax burden onto the backs
of homeowners. The se-
ries also found that the
assessor’s estimates were
deeply unfair, punishing
small businesses and giv-
ingbreaks to the owners of
more expensive proper-
ties.

For a long time, the
assessor was dismissive of
“The Tax Divide” and its
findings. After the series
documented problems
with residential assess-
ments, County Board
President Toni Preckwin-
kle commissioned an in-
dependent study. The
Civic Consulting Alliance
was tasked with looking at

“The equation
exists for a
reason, and that
reason is to
ensure fairness.”

— Christopher Berry,
University of Chicago
assessments expert, on the
Cook County assessor’s
office’s practice of
frequently changing
property assessments that
had been calculated
through a computer model

residential assessments
and confirmed the series’
work.

That study identified
hand reviews as one of the
reasons the system un-
fairly shifted the tax bur-
den, saying they intro-
duced “systematic bias” to
the process. More than 92
percent of initial assess-
ments were changed as a
result of hand reviews and
other adjustments, the
study found.

When the study came
out, Berrios vowed to fix
the problem, working
with the Consulting Alli-
ance and Tyler Technolo-
gies, the firm the county
has hired to update its
property taxation com-
puter systems. An asses-
sor’s news release issued
last month stated that a
new model is in place that
resulted in “a significant
reduction in the number
of necessary hand checks.”
But Berrios has not re-
leased the model or data
fed into it, making the
claim difficult to assess.

Jaconetty, the deputy
assessor, previously de-
fended the assessment
model that was used, say-
ing homeowners would be
relieved to know that the
assessor is not relying
solely on the “purity of
mathematics.”

“Would they be as con-
cerned about their assess-
ments being based purely
on math and driven by
equations?” he asked. “Or
would they feel better
knowing there was a hu-
man being involved?”

Berry, however, said the
human aspect might not
inspire confidence in a
system that many people
already mistrust.

“Given this office and
its long history of corrup-
tion and troubles, I don’t
think people will be reas-
sured that they are going
in there and having some-
one change those num-
bers,” he added.

hdardick@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @ReporterHal
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Trump met by Brit protest, pomp

Hours after roiling
NATO, he enters
newest ‘hot spot’

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE
AND JiLL COLVIN
Associated Press

BLENHEIM PALACE,
England — President Don-
ald Trump traded one hot
spot for another Thursday,
leaving behind a con-
tentious NATO gathering in
Brussels and moving on to
Britain, where he found a
government in turmoil and
sizable protests shadowing
his every move.

All was serene, however,
during a lavish evening wel-
coming ceremony for the
U.S. leader at Blenheim Pal-
ace.

Hundreds of demon-
strators chanted outside the
U.S. ambassador’s residence
where Trump was staying
on the outskirts of London,
providing a preview of the
protests expected during
his two-day British stay.

Trump was whisked
away to an oasis of warm
greetings at a black-tie re-
ception at Blenheim, birth-
place of Winston Churchill,
the larger-than-life British
leader cited by the presi-
dent as a model of leader-
ship.

That was just one of
several helicopter rides on
the agenda for Trump,
whose staff opted to keep
him out of central London
and the swarms of demon-
strators who are likely to
provide some of the defin-
ing images of his first offi-
cial trip to the UK.

Trump’s Marine One de-
parture from the ambas-
sador’s residence was met
by jeers from demon-
strators banging pots and
pans, and another pack of

W+

‘\:?'.'.\.
= t.'lh‘:‘ ’ 7 s
- ism (AL B e

;) ! . ™

| TS -
S 2

L SO

WILL OLIVER/AP

British PM Theresa May holds President Donald Trump’s hand as they walk up to Blenheim Palace for a black tie dinner.

protesters lined roads near
the palace. Their signs read:
“Dump Trump,” “Lock Him
Up” and “There Will Be
Hell Toupee”

Police worked overtime,
their days off canceled.

Trump was greeted at the
palace by British Prime
Minster Theresa May,
whose government has
been rocked by resignations
from ongoing tumult over
Brexit, the nation’s con-
tentious vote to leave the
European Union.

Before leaving Brussels,
Trump played down the
protests but acknowledged
that he expected tension in
Britain, also reeling from its
soccer team’s defeat in the
World Cup semifinals.

“I'm going to a few hot

spots,” Trump said, looking
ahead to Britain and his
summit in Finland on Mon-
day with Russian President
Vladimir Putin. “And I said,
‘Putin may be the easiest of
them all” You never know.
But I'm going to a pretty hot
spot right now — right? —
with a lot of resignations.”
The outdoor arrival cere-
mony at Blenheim —
Trump wore a tuxedo and
first lady Melania Trump a
butter-yellow, chiffon off-
the-shoulder gown — was a
grand affair marked by a
military band in bearskin
hats, hundreds of business
leaders in black tie and
gorgeous setting sunlight.
The mood was far less
jovial in Belgium earlier in

the day.

During his 28 hours
there, Trump had dispar-
aged longtime NATO allies,
cast doubt on his commit-
ment to the mutual-defense
organization and sent the
29-member pact into fren-
zied emergency session.

Then, in a head-snapping
pivot at the end, he declared
the alliance a “fine-tuned
machine” that had acceded
to his demands to speed up
increases in military spend-
ing to relieve pressure on
the U.S. budget.

But there was little evi-
dence other leaders had
bowed to his wishes on that
front. Trump claimed mem-
ber nations had agreed to
boost their defense budgets
significantly and reaffirmed
— after days of griping that

the U.S. was being taken
advantage of by its allies —
that the U.S. remains faith-
ful to the accord.

“The United States’ com-
mitment to NATO remains
very strong” Trump told
reporters at a surprise news
conference following an
emergency session of
NATO members held to
address his threats.

Neither Trump nor
NATO offered specifics on
what Trump said he had
achieved.

French President Em-
manuel Macron quickly dis-
puted Trump’s claim that
NATO allies had agreed to
boost defense spending be-
yond their existing goal of 2
percent of gross domestic
product by 2024.

“There is a communique
that was published yester-
day; it’s very detailed,” Mac-
ron said. “It confirms the
goal of 2 percent by 2024.
That’s all.”

Trump berated NATO
members in Brussels for
failing to spend enough of
their money on military
matters, accusing Europe of
freeloading off the U.S. and
raising doubts about
whether he would come to
their defense if attacked.

“Yesterday, I let them
know that I was extremely
unhappy with what was
happening;” he said. “They
have substantially upped
their commitment and now
we’re very happy and have a
very, very powerful, very,
very strong NATO.

“I can you tell you that
NATO now is a really a
fine-tuned machine. People
are paying money that they
never paid before. They’re
happy to do it. And the
United States is being
treated much more fairly.”

But several leaders said
the gathering produced no
new spending commit-
ments.

Instead, they said, mem-
bers reaffirmed the need to
stay on track with military-
budget increases that have
already been underway.

“I made clear that we
know that we have to do
more and that we have been
doing so for quite a while;”
said German Chancellor
Angela Merkel.

NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg cited a
“new sense of urgency, and
all allies agreed to redouble
their efforts”

U.S. leaders for decades
have pushed NATO allies to
spend more on defense to
share the collective defense
burden more equitably.

Islamist terror groups
targeting West Africa

By ANNA
PujoL-MAZZINI
Special to The Washington Post

DAKAR, Senegal — The
jihadi epicenter in Africa
has long been the Sahel, the
region that skirts the south-
ern fringe of the Sahara
Desert. Islamist groups like
Boko Haram have used the
vast and relatively empty
area to hide, recruit and
organize.

Now the threat is increas-
ingly spilling over into
nearby countries. Terror at-
tacks struck Ivory Coast in
2016 and have occurred in
Burkina Faso repeatedly
since then.

Multiple suspected ter-
rorists have been arrested
recently in the West African
nations of Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau and Senegal.

The latter, historically
one of West Africa’s most
stable nations, is now hold-
ing its largest-ever terrorism
trial, with 29 people accused
of trying to create an Islamic
State-style caliphate in the
region.

Al-Qaida affiliates in the
area have also issued a new
wave of threats against
Western interests in West
Africa, with one group iden-
tifying Senegal and Guinea,
which have soldiers in a

United Nations peacekeep-
ing mission in neighboring
Mali, as priority targets.

“Since the terror attacks
in Burkina Faso and Ivory
Coast, it has been clear that
no country is completely
immune. Anywhere there
are embassies, international
organizations, multination-
als — and especially West-
erners — there are targets,”
said Vincent Foucher, a re-
search fellow at France’s
National Center for Scien-
tific Research who focuses
on the Sahel.

The presence of terrorist
groups nearby has helped
stoke the threat. Some of the
suspected terrorists on trial
in Senegal were trained in
Nigeria by Boko Haram —
and some even met and
received money from the
group’s leader, Abubakar
Shekau, according to testi-
mony given to investigators.

Others had ties to ex-
tremist groups in Libya and
northern Mali, according to
court documents obtained
by The Washington Post.
And a late-2015 intelligence
report obtained by The Post
said instability made Guin-
ea-Bissau arefuge for “inter-
national terrorists” from
groups such as al-Qaida and
Boko Haram.

As the trial in Senegal has

illustrated, militants are re-
turning from fighting with
such groups in places like
Libya, Mali and northern
Nigeria, bringing ideologies,
contacts and sometimes
thousands of dollars home
to start new cells.

The investigations that
led to the trial started in July
2015 thanks to a Facebook
post showing Senegalese
fighters who allegedly died
while fighting alongside Is-
lamist groups in Libya.

Would-be terrorists also
enjoy easy movement be-
tween West African coun-
tries. The 15-member Econ-
omic Community of West
African States allows citi-
zens of those countries to
travel around the region
without visas, and border
areas are often poorly con-
trolled. Governments,
meanwhile, are often unable
to track suspicious people as
they move.

“Because of its (political)
fragility, (Guinea-Bissau) is
easy to penetrate. People
can stay unnoticed for along
time,” a senior Bissau-Guin-
ean intelligence official told
The Post.

People suspected of hav-
ing links with terrorist
groups should be followed
when they enter the coun-
try, he said, but the country’s
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intelligence services do not
have so much as a car
available to conduct surveil-
lance operations.

“The state should have a
prevention strategy. But the
state is weak,” said Aristides
Gomes, Guinea-Bissau’s
newly appointed head of
government, to The Post in
an interview.

Even ramped-up military
operations in the Sahel may
not solve the problem.

American and European
troops are on the ground
there with a regional force
made up of troops from
Mauritania, Mali, Burkina
Faso, Niger and Chad, and

backed by millions in inter-
national funding.

But the presence of sol-
diers could lead to a scatter-
ing of the terror threat in the
region, according to Pierre
Lapaque, who heads the
United Nations’ Office on
Drugs and Crime in West
Africa.

The explosion of militant
groups that has plagued
Mali since 2012 is still un-
likely in the rest of the
region.

“Rather than networks
controlled by the jihadist
groups fighting elsewhere,
there is a web of members
and ex-members, sympa-
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Terrorist groups have stepped up attacks in Africa, including at the French Embassy in
Burkina Faso, above, in March.

thizers that jihadist groups
can call on,” said Foucher,
the researcher.

But there are worries that
West Africans are under-
estimating the threat, while
politicians are nervous talk-
ing about radical Islamists
as they woo Muslim voters.

“(Senegal) neglected the
fight against violent extrem-
ism” to avoid alarming tour-
ists and foreign investors,
said Bakary Sambe, the di-
rector of the Dakar-based
Timbuktu Institute and a
coordinator for the Ob-
servatory on Religious Radi-
calism and Conflicts in Afri-
ca.

Boy’s paper route draws call from neighbor, brush with police

“Sad I cant even teach my son the
value of working without someone
whispering and looking at us.”

By CLEVE R. WoOTSON
JR.
The Washington Post

Uriah Sharp begged his
mother to buy him some
new wrestling action fig-
ures, but Brandie Sharp
figured it was a good time
for the 12-year-old to learn
the value of a dollar by
earning a few himself.

So she called the local
newspaper office and re-
quested a route. She
planned to sit in her car and
read while her two sons —
the older one is 17 —

dropped advertising circu-
lars on neighbors’
doorsteps.

But when the police
cruiser pulled up shortly
after they started in Upper
Arlington, Ohio, last week,
she realized her 12-year-old
black son was about to get a
different kind of lesson.

Uriah, it turns out, had
gotten some of the ad-
dresses wrong. Upper Ar-
lington has a strong anti-
solicitation ordinance, and
the Sharps had been
warned against putting
their deliveries on the steps

of people who didn’t want
them. The 12-year-old was
trying to fix his mistake.

But a woman at a park
across the street saw the
child walk up to a house
empty-handed, pick up
something and leave, said
Officer Bryan McKean, a
spokesman for the Upper
Arlington Police Depart-
ment.

“I mean, I don’t want to
say something was going
on, but it just . . . seemed
kind of suspicious,” the
caller told a dispatcher on
the non-emergency line.

— Brandie Sharp, in a post on Facebook

None of the Sharps were
charged with a crime.

Still, as Sharp noted in a
post on Facebook that night:
“Sad I cant even teach my
son the value of working
without someone whisper-
ing and looking at us out the
side of their eye perhaps

because we DON'T ‘look
like a person that belongs in
their neighborhood.” ”
African-Americans en-
gaged in benign activities
have long been viewed
through criminal-tinted
glasses by neighbors, shop-
keepers or people just pass-

ing by. Black people have
had the authorities sicced
on them while going to the
gym, waiting for the school
bus and couponing. Many of
the incidents are held up as
examples of insidious, ev-
eryday racism or #Living-
whileblack.

Sharp said she worries
that her son’s next interac-
tion with suspicious neigh-
bors could result in some-
thing much worse than hurt
feelings.

“It breaks my heart,”
Sharp told The Washington
Post in an interview.
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In Mozambique, coffee
and conservation blend

On mountainside,
bid amounts to more
than hill of beans

BY CHRISTOPHER
TORCHIA
Associated Press

MOUNT GORONGOSA,
Mozambique — At Mozam-
bique’s Mount Gorongosa —
where farmers are being
encouraged to grow coffee
in the shade of hardwood
trees, both to improve their
own lot and to restore the
forest — there is a point
beyond which visitors are
told not to go.

The problem: Base
camps of Mozambique’s
main opposition force sit on
the cloud-shrouded moun-
tain, a redoubt that was the
scene of military incursions
and civilian flight in the last
few years. There were times
when managers of the cof-
fee-and-conservation proj-
ect couldn’t go anywhere
near the mountain because
of the conflict, or had to
walk up because the opposi-
tion had blocked the road to
prevent the military bring-
ing up equipment.

With a lull in tension,
they are pushing ahead
with plans to plant more
coffee and trees on a moun-
tain that captures rainfall
and supplies the rivers sus-
taining people and wildlife

living around its base.

It is among the more
complex conservation ef-
forts in southern Africa, a
bid to persuade farmers to
abandon slash-and-burn
methods of farming and
commit to the longer-term
yield of coffee on the same
plots, while maintaining
government support for a
project in an area that har-
bors an opposition militia.
The threat of drought and
climate change also loom
over a project driven by the
idea that human devel-
opment and ecological res-
toration must work in con-
cert if there is any hope for
both to succeed.

“We've had huge troubles
working here,” said Quentin
Haarhoff, a veteran farmer
of coffee around Africa.

Haarhoff acts for a non-
profit group founded by
American philanthropist
Greg Carr that is collaborat-
ing with Mozambique’s
government to rehabilitate
Gorongosa National Park, a
rich ecosystem whose ani-
mals are recovering after
war and poaching. To do
that, the thinking goes, the
poor people around the
park’s edges must become
stakeholders in their natu-
ral heritage rather than re-
main spectators to the occa-
sional tourist influx, as was
the case under the Por-
tuguese colonial rulers who

leftin 1975.

Scientists settled on cof-
fee as an alternative toolin a
broader restoration plan for
the mountain because the
90 hardwood trees planted
for every hectare (2.5 acres)
of coffee provide shade that
the crop needs to thrive. A
sustainable mosaic of culti-
vation and natural forest is
envisioned, and farmers are
encouraged to cultivate ba-
nanas, pineapples and other
crops amid coffee planta-
tions, providing fertilizer
for the coffee from falling
foliage.

“The bulk of the nutri-
tion of the coffee plant
comes from a very, very
shallow layer of soil which
we never want to disturb,”
said Haarhoff, a white far-
mer from Zimbabwe who
lost his coffee plantation
during violent land seizures
nearly two decades ago.

“Now things are easier
and calmer. We can culti-
vate,” said Randinho Fa-
duco, a coffee farmer who is
benefiting from a truce be-
tween the Renamo (the
Portuguese acronym for
Mozambican National Re-
sistance) opposition and the
ruling Frelimo (Mozam-
bique Liberation Front)
party. A post-colonial civil
war between the two adver-
saries killed up to one mil-
lion people and ended in
1992, though disputes flared
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A boy carries branches near the foothills of Mozambique’s Mount Gorongosa, where a
conservation bid is underway to persuade poor farmers to switch to sustainable farming.

into violence as recently as
2016.

Designed to help hun-
dreds of families on and
around Mount Gorongosa,
the coffee project is sup-
ported by Carr’s foundation,
the Norwegian government
and the Global Environ-
ment Facility, a group of 183
countries, international in-
stitutions and other entities.
The annual budget is ex-
pected to expand to be-
tween $1 million and $2
million.

Mozambique isn’t a cof-
fee producer on a par with
African industry giants such
as Ethiopia and Uganda,

and production goals at
Gorongosa are modest.
About 100 acres of arabica
coffee plants are in the
ground; farmers plan to
plant another 250 acres this
year and a total of about
2470 acres over the next
decade, all in areas that are
being farmed or were
farmed in the past.

Gorongosa coffee is al-
ready on sale at the gift shop
at the wildlife park’s
Chitengo lodge. One pos-
sible market is Portugal,
where the Gorongosa name
enjoys colonial-era mys-
tique.

Portugal’s Sonae business

group welcomes environ-
mental sustainability and is
looking to introduce Goron-
gosa coffee as a “premium
brand,” said group chair-
man Paulo Azevedo, who
was struck by Mount
Gorongosa’s natural beauty.

There is a sense of ur-
gency about plans to restore
rainforest on the mountain,
where deforestation contin-
ues.

“It poses a serious threat
to the system as a whole and
to specific species in par-
ticular,” said Marc Stal-
mans, science director at
Gorongosa National Park.
“We can’t be unconcerned.”

U.S. to keep 46 migrant
kids away from parents

57 others reunited
as officials point to
safety amid lawsuit

By COLLEEN LONG
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
Trump administration said
Thursday that all eligible
small children separated
from their families as a
result of its zero-tolerance
immigration policy have
been reunited with their
parents.

But nearly half of the
children under 5 remain
separated from their fam-
ilies because of safety con-
cerns, the deportation of
their parents and other
issues, the administration
said.

The administration was
under a court mandate to
reunify families separated
between early May and
June 20, when President
Donald Trump signed an
executive order that
stopped separations. The
American Civil Liberties
Union filed a lawsuit on
behalf of a woman who had
been separated from her
child, and U.S. District
Court Judge Dana Sabraw
ordered all children reunit-
ed with their parents.

Fifty-seven children
were reunified with their
parents as of Thursday,
administration officials
said.

“Throughout the reuni-
fication process, our goal
has been the well-being of
the children and returning
them to a safe environ-
ment,” according to a state-
ment from the heads of the
three agencies responsible
for the process. “Of course,
there remains a tremen-
dous amount of hard work
and similar obstacles facing
our teams in reuniting the
remaining families. The
Trump administration
does not approach this mis-
sion lightly”

ACLU lawyers said re-
gardless of the reuni-
fications, the government
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A woman carries a baby as migrants are dropped off last
month at a bus station after being released in Texas.

missed the court-ordered
deadline and they would be
deciding how to address
the noncompliance with
the court.

“If, in fact, 57 children
have been reunited because
of the lawsuit, we could not
be more happy for those
families. But make no mis-
take about it: The govern-
ment missed the deadline
even for these 57 children,”
attorney Lee Gelernt said.

The officials said 46 of
the children were not eligi-
ble to be reunited with
their parents; a dozen par-
ents had already been de-
ported and were being con-
tacted by the administra-
tion. Nine were in custody
ofthe U.S. Marshals Service
for other offenses. One
adult’s location was un-
known, they said.

Of the deported parents,
officials said they had cho-
sen to leave their children
behind. One deported fa-
ther, however, told The Los
Angeles Times this week
that he didn’t realize what
he was doing when he
signed the paperwork to
leave his child behind. It
wasn’t clear if he was one of
the dozen; no names have
been made public.

In 22 other cases, adults
posed safety concerns, they
said. Officials said 11 adults
had serious criminal histo-
ries, including child cruelty,
murder or human smug-
gling. Seven were not deter-
mined to be a parent, one

had a false birth certificate,
one had allegedly abused
the child. Another planned
to house the child with an
adult charged with sexually
abusing a child.

“The seriousness of the
crimes is the reason why
we are not going to reunite
them,” said Matthew Al-
bence of Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, of
the 22 cases.

The 46 children will
remain in the care of
Health and Human Serv-
ices, which will continue to
seek to place them with a
sponsor, such as other fam-
ily members or even foster
care, as it does for the more
than 10,000 other minors
who arrived in the country
without a relative. Children
spend an average of 57 days
in shelters before they’re
placed with a sponsor.
They are given access to
medical care and counsel-
ing, as well as school.

The zero-tolerance pol-
icy calls for the prosecution
of anyone caught crossing
the border illegally. Be-
cause parents can’t take
their children to jail, they
were separated. The move
caused an international up-
roar. At least 2,300 children
were separated from about
2,200 adults until the exe-
cutive order was signed.
Federal officials have been
scrambling to reunite the
children under a deadline
set by the judge. The next
deadline is July 26.

DOJ reopens Till case
amid book revelations

BY KRISTINE PHILLIPS
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — New
information published in a
2017 book prompted fed-
eral investigators to reopen
their probe into the 1955
lynching of Emmett Till in
rural Mississippi, accord-
ing to two people familiar
with the case.

Till, a 14-year-old boy
visiting from Chicago, was
killed after he was accused
of whistling at and making
sexual advances toward a
white woman, Carolyn Bry-
ant, during an interaction at
Bryant’s grocery store in
Money, Miss. The teen was
kidnapped Aug. 28, 1955,
and was tortured and shot.

His mangled body was
found days later in the
Tallahatchie River.

The book, “The Blood of
Emmett Till,” by historian
Timothy Tyson, includes
the first-known interview
with Bryant, during which
she conceded that Till had
not come on to her sexually
— a disclosure that contra-
dicted her testimony six
decades earlier, when she
told ajury that Till
grabbed her by
the waist and ut-
tered obscenities.

“That part’s not
true,” Bryant told
Tyson, according
to the book.
“Nothing that boy
did could ever jus-
tify what hap-
pened to him.”

The release of Tyson’s
book in January 2017 reig-
nited interest in the federal
investigation into the case,
which put a spotlight on
racial violence and galva-
nized the civil rights move-
ment. The book also
spurred speculation about
whether Bryant, now
known as Carolyn Don-
ham, could face charges.

The Washington Post
was unable to reach Don-
ham, who is now in her 80s
and lives in Raleigh, N.C..
The Associated Press re-
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A Mississippi Freedom Trail marker is erected at the spot
where Emmett Till and Carolyn Bryant crossed paths.

ported that a man who
answered the door at her
home told a reporter: “We
don’t want to talk to you.”
Tyson, who said he
talked to Donham during
two interviews in 2008 and
finished writing the book
eight years later,
said someone
from the FBI con-
tacted him a few
months after his
book was pub-
lished. He gave
the FBI agent
“everything he
wanted to see)”
Tyson said, and
his research ma-
terials were subpoenaed.
He added, however, that
he does not believe the
investigation would lead to
any criminal charges.
“Because the only thing
that she disclosed to me is
perjury, that she testified
falsely in court,” said Tyson,
a senior research scholar at
Duke University. “The stat-
ute of limitations on that
ran out in 1958
Tyson received a copy of
Donham’s unpublished
memoir, “More Than a
Wolf Whistle: The Memoir

of Carolyn Bryant Don-
ham,” which he gave to the
University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill under
the restriction that it not be
released until 2036 or until
Donham’s death.

He said he does not
know why Donham de-
cided to talk to him.

Donham’s former hus-
band, Roy Bryant, and
brother-in-law, JW. Milam,
were prosecuted for Till’s
death. An all-white jury
acquitted them after just
over an hour of delibera-
tion — but the two later told
a journalist that they had
killed Till. They died with-
out being convicted.

Federal and state offi-
cials have reinvestigated
the case in recent decades.
The case was closed in
2007.

In March, a year after
Tyson’s book was pub-
lished, the Justice Depart-
ment told Congress in a
report that the investiga-
tion into Till's death has
been reopened “after re-
ceiving new information.”

The Justice Department
declined to comment
Thursday.

Yemeni actor Nasser al-Anbari, center, is greeted by family
and friends after his release last month from a UAE prison.

Amnesty Intl.: US. ally did war

BY SUDARSAN
RAGHAVAN
The Washington Post

CAIRO — Amnesty Inter-
national is urging that
abuses endured by scores of
Yemenis detained by an
American ally over the last
two years be investigated as
war crimes.

The abuses, carried outin
secret detention facilities,
are being perpetrated by the
United Arab Emirates and
Yemeni militias aligned
with it, according to a newly
released report from Am-

nesty, reinforcing findings
of other rights groups.

The UAE leads a regional
coalition along with Saudi
Arabia seeking to restore
Yemen’s internationally
recognized government
and end a three-year-old
civil war against northern
rebels known as Houthis.

The United States is aid-
ing the coalition with weap-
ons, refueling, intelligence
and other assistance. The
UAE is also a key American
partner in a separate fight
against al-Qaida’s Yemen
affiliate and a nascent Is-

lamic State group.

The UAE has publicly
denied allegations that it
abuses detainees, including
torturing them.

Many of the Yemenis
taken into custody have
been picked up on terror-
ism-related charges that are
trumped up, activists say.
Some Yemenis are feared to
have died in custody, Am-
nesty said in a statement.

“The families of these
detainees find themselves
in an endless nightmare
where their loved ones have
been forcibly disappeared

crimes

by UAE-backed forces,” said
Tirana Hassan, Amnesty’s
crisis response director.
“When they demand to
know where their loved
ones are held, or if they are
even still alive, their re-
quests are met with silence
or intimidation.”

Inrecent weeks, scores of
detainees have been re-
leased, Hassan said. Many
were held for as many as
two years without charges,
“highlighting the need for
holding perpetrators to ac-
count and ensuring remedy
for the victims.”



Chicago Tribune | Sectionl | Friday, July 13, 2018

11

Town backs Trump, ‘no matter what’

Many support trade
goal despite Mo. job
cuts over steel tariff

BY JENNY JARVIE
Special to Los Angeles Times

POPLAR BLUFF, Mo. —
Jimmie Coffer, a machine
programmer at the nation’s
largest nail-making plant,
voted for Donald Trump
partly because he was confi-
dent he would bring manu-
facturing jobs back to
America.

So the 39-year-old factory
worker was shocked when
60 of his co-workers were
laid off after the Trump
administration imposed a 25
percent tariff on the steel his
company imports from
Mexico. Now, as his bosses
cut back hours and warn
they may have to let 200
more workers go in the
coming weeks, he worries
he may lose his job as a
result of the president’s poli-
cies.

But Coffer is still gung-ho
about Trump.

“I support him 100 per-
cent,” he said. “In fact, I’d
like to shake his hand. He’s
doing a great job.”

Across Poplar Bluff, a
struggling town of 17,000 in
southeast Missouri, many
residents are reluctant to
criticize Trump as they
grapple with the prospect
that their community could
be one of casualties of the
trade war.

“Most workers are be-
hind Trump, no matter
what,” said Diane Brogdon,
54, a machine operator who
has worked for the company
for 12 years.

Trump won 79 percent of
the vote in Butler County
and, while many were sur-
prised to discover the tariffs
are hurting their town, they
still believe Trump is on the
right track and support his
goal of pouring life back into
manufacturing communi-
ties — even if they end up
losers.

“It’s just one big mess,”
said Brogdon, who fears she
may struggle to keep the
home she bought a few
months ago. “He’s looking at
the big picture, and T under-
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Nails sit on a machine last month at an idled Mid Continent Nail Corp. plant in Poplar Bluff, Mo. Orders have slowed after steel tariffs started in June.

Sen. Claire McCasklll D-Mo., tours the plant with executives Chris Pratt, center, and
George Skarich in Poplar Bluff. The company has eliminated positions and idled a plant.

stand that. But he’s got to
stop and look at the small
towns around here that are
really going to get hurt”

For Mid Continent Steel
and Wire, which does busi-
ness as Mid Continent Nail
Corp,, the crisis began June
1 when the Trump adminis-
tration imposed tariffs on
steel and aluminum imports
from Canada, Mexico and
the European Union as part

of its strategy of boosting
American manufacturers.
Founded in 1987 by two
local brothers and taken
over in 2012 by a Mexican
company, Mid Continent
imports 70 percent of its
steel from Mexico. When
the tariffs forced the com-
pany to raise prices 19 per-
cent to cover higher costs,
orders plummeted. Within
two weeks, it had idled one

of its production plants and
laid off dozens of contract
workers.

“You would think as long
ashouses are being built and
pallets are being made we
would be secure,” said Sean
Hughey, 51, a machine shop
supervisor who has worked
for the company for eight
years. “All of sudden, it just
came to a crashing halt”

Hughey continues to

back Trump, even as he
worries that if the company
shuts down, he will not be
able to make his $800
monthly mortgage or come
up with $700 a month for
payments on his Dodge
pickup, Chrysler sedan and
Harley-Davidson Street
Fighter.

“1 feel like maybe the
tariff policy might have been
just a tad misguided, you
know?” he said. “Maybe
they didn’t think it through.”

As a stream of workers
stopped at the Munch-N-
Pump gas station near the
nail plant recently to pick up
sodas, cigarettes and sau-
sage-and-cheese biscuits,
they said supervisors had
told them not to talk to the
media.

Yet there is fear that
hundreds of workers could
be laid off, a potentially
staggering blow to a town
where a quarter of the
population lives in poverty
and the median household
income is $31,675.

Others blamed the firm
for importing steel from
Mexico.

“Mass layoffs? I don’t
believe it’s going to happen,”
said Randy Wade, 42, a
supervisor for a local vend-
ing company, rolling his eyes
as he filled a cup with

Coca-Cola at the soda foun-
tain.

“If they’re going to do
business in Mexico, they
kind of deserve it” he added.
“They need to deal with
Americans.”

Some companies across
the country have celebrated
the tariffs — U.S. Steel has
announced plans to reopen
two blast furnaces in Illinois
— but trade experts say that
overall, the measures are
likely to bring more job
losses than gains.

The Tax Foundation, an
independent nonprofit tax
policy group, estimates
48,500 jobs will be lost as a
result of the tariffs imposed
on imports of steel, alumi-
num, washing machines, so-
lar panels and $50 billion
worth of Chinese goods.

If Trump presses ahead
with further tariffs, and
other nations retaliate, it
predicts 342,000 jobs could
be lost.

Asked whether she
would rethink her support
for Trump if she lost her job,
Brogdon said probably not.
The tariffs ultimately would
be good for the nation —
even if it left her unem-
ployed.

“Overall, he’s done good,”
she said. “I'm not going to be
selfish just because of me?”

LEX EDELMAN/GETTY
Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., greets Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh on Thursday.

Kavanaugh slid into debt
over baseball tickets, loan

White House says
nominee now only
has a mortgage

By AMY BRITTAIN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON —
Supreme Court nominee
Brett Kavanaugh incurred
tens of thousands of dollars
of credit card debt buying
baseball tickets over the
past decade and at times
reported liabilities that
could have exceeded the
value of his cash accounts
and investment assets, ac-
cording to a review of
Kavanaugh’s financial dis-
closures and information
provided by the White
House.

White House spokes-
man Raj Shah said Ka-
vanaugh built up the debt
by buying Washington Na-
tionals season tickets and
tickets for playoff games for
himself and a “handful” of
friends. Shah said some of
the debts were also for
home improvements.

In 2016, Kavanaugh re-
ported having $60,000 to
$200,000 in debt accrued
over three credit cards and
a loan. Each credit card

held $15,000 to $50,000 in
debt, and a Thrift Savings
Plan loan was $15,000 to
$50,000.

The credit card debts
and loan were either paid
off or fell below the report-
ing requirements in 2017,
according to the filings,
which do not require de-
tails on the source of such
payments. Shah said Ka-
vanaugh’s friends reim-
bursed him for their share
of the tickets and that the
judge has since stopped
purchasing season tickets.

Kavanaugh, who is
known to be a Nationals
fan, declined to comment.

Shah said the payments
for the tickets were made at
the end of 2016 and paid off
early the next year.

Kavanaugh’s most recent
financial disclosure forms
reveal reportable assets of
$15,000 to $65,000, which
would put him at the bot-
tom of the financial ranking
of justices, most of whom
list well over $1 million in
assets. The value of resi-
dences is not subject to
disclosure, and Shah added
that Kavanaugh has a gov-
ernment retirement ac-
count worth nearly
$500,000 that also was not

required to be disclosed.

“At this time the Ka-
vanaughs have no debt be-
yond their home mort-
gage,” Shah said.

Kavanaugh has worked
more than two decades in
the public sector.

Prices for Nationals sea-
son ticket packages vary.
Seats a dozen rows behind
the dugout in the lower
area of the stadium can go
for as much as $6,000
apiece for an 8l-game sea-
son package.

His public filing does not
include his home, which he
purchased with his wife,
Ashley, in 2006 for $1.2
million. Public real estate
filings indicate that the
couple has refinanced their
mortgage twice, most re-
cently in 2015. Their cur-
rent mortgage is $865,000.

His past financial disclo-
sure forms reveal that Ka-
vanaugh has carried signifi-
cant credit card debt — on
and off — for more than a
decade.

The Kavanaughs, who
live in Chevy Chase, Md.,
send their two daughters to
the Catholic private school
of Blessed Sacrament,
where tuition costs $10,025
per child.

North
Koreans
ditch U.S.
meeting

2 sides were to
discuss the return
of troop remains

By ApAM TAYLOR
The Washington Post

SEOUL, South Korea —
North Korean officials did
not turn up to a Thursday
meeting with the U.S. mili-
tary about repatriating the
remains of the war dead,
according to a U.S. official
with knowledge of the situ-
ation.

The two sides had been
expected to meet at the
Korean Peninsula’s demili-
tarized zone and discuss
the return of U.S. troop
remains from the 1950-53
war — an arrangement the
State Department had an-
nounced after Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo’s visit
to Pyongyang last Friday
and Saturday.

On Thursday, however,
Department of Defense
and United Nations Com-
mand officials were left
waiting in the DMZ’s Joint
Security Area.

The expected North Ko-
rean officials never arrived,
according to the official
who requested anonymity
as he was not permitted to
talk publicly about the
event.

“We were ready” the
official said. “It just didn’t
happen. They didn’t show.”

A State Department
spokeswoman declined to
comment, but noted that
Pompeo said after his talks
in Pyongyang last week that
the date for the meeting
remained flexible. Just be-
fore departing Pyongyang,
Pompeo said the meeting
was set for Thursday but
that it “could move by one
day or two.”

In a statement released
to reporters on Thursday,
South Korea’s Foreign Min-
istry said that North Kore-
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Hundreds of U.S. soldiers’ remains were repatriated from
the North since 1990, but the process faces mistrust.

an military officials were
now seeking a meeting
with their U.S. counter-
parts on Sunday.

It was not clear why
North Korean officials did
not attend the meeting
Thursday or whether they
had confirmed their inten-
tion to.

Ahead of the summit in
Singapore, North Korean
officials had failed to attend
a planning meeting with
their U.S. counterparts,
causing tension between
the two negotiating part-
ners.

The repatriation of the
remains of US. soldiers
from North Korea has been
a major issue between
Washington and Pyong-
yang since the armistice
that end of the Korean War,
when thousands of Ameri-
cans were left in Korea
either missing in action or
as prisoners of war.

Hundreds of remains
have been repatriated since
1990, but the process has
been fraught with mistrust.
The transfer of remains
between North Korea and
the United States has not
taken place since 2005.

President Trump and
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un had pledged to
recover more American re-
mains when they met in
Singapore on June 12. A
statement signed by both
leaders promised the “im-
mediate repatriation of
those already identified.”

Trump told a crowd of

supporters a week later
that the remains of 200
Americans “have been sent
back.” Military officials lat-
er denied that, but told
reporters that they ex-
pected the remains to ar-
rive within days and had
made arrangements for
their arrival, such as storing
caskets at the DMZ.

Since the summit in Sin-
gapore, there has been in-
creasing scrutiny of the
agreement reached by
Trump and Kim, with some
experts suggesting that
North Korea did not really
intend to give up its nuclear
weapons.

Pompeo had visited
Pyongyang last week in a
bid to ease any misunder-
standings between the two
parties and find areas
where they could make
progress. Though the sec-
retary of state described the
talks as “productive” after
they concluded, North Ko-
rea’s Foreign Ministry later
released a statement that
criticized the “regrettable”
U.S. negotiating style.

Speaking in Singapore
on Thursday, South Korean
President Moon Jae-in said
that North Korea’s state-
ment was a “strategy that
can often be seen in nego-
tiations.”

Moon also said that
Pompeo’s visit had showed
that both Pyongyang and
Washington had the same
view of denuclearization,
according to his spokesman
Yoon Young-chan.
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A vacant Va. Macy’s gives
shelter to homeless shelter

By TERRENCE McCoy
The Washington Post

Everyone at first thought
it was a joke.

It was the summer of
2015, and Carpenter’s Shel-
ter was facing a big di-
lemma. A developer had
offered to remake the Al-
exandria, Va., shelter,
housed in an old Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles
building, into a modern
space that would not only
have the capacity to shelter
more homeless people, but
also offer affordable hous-
ing. The shelter’s board of
directors wanted to move
forward, but it could not get
past the most important
issue of all: What would
happen to the homeless
people already there? Car-
penter’s needed 18 months
for the renovation. In the
meantime, where would the
homeless go? Where would
they live?

“How about Landmark
Mall,” somebody suddenly
suggested at a task-force
meeting to discuss the issue,
and everyone laughed at the
thought of a shelter at a
shopping mall.

What began as a joke,
however, soon became a
plan, and then a construc-
tion site and, finally, inside a
vacant Macy’s, a homeless

shelter, where Carpenter’s
executive director Shannon
Steene has his office in a
corner that had until re-
cently been home to wom-
en’s active apparel.

The idea that spurred this
transformation represents a
new way of thinking that is
bringing together three
economic phenomena: the
collapse of the brick-and-
mortar retail industry, the
disappearance of affordable
housing in America’s boom-
towns, and the struggle to
reduce homelessness.

“The fact is that there will
be millions upon millions of
square feet of retail space
that are not going to be used
over the next five years . . .
and they can be used for all
kinds of things” including
sheltering the homeless or
raising the stock of afford-
able housing, said Amanda
Nicholson, a professor of
retail practice at Syracuse
University. “I think it would
be an inspired idea”

Developers and city offi-
cials, both in the Washing-
ton region and beyond, are
starting to agree. “We were
having this conversation,”
said Christy Respress, exe-
cutive director of Pathways
to Housing DC, an organiza-
tion that houses homeless
people, recalling one recent
talk with a real estate broker.

“And he asked, “‘We have
this empty business park
space. Could you use it?’”
She said the same concerns
remain as with any housing
proposal — access to public
transportation, schools and
employment — but she was
excited people are “talking
about creative things that
can be done.”

Carpenter’s, however,
had to move beyond cre-
ative talk and into reality, a
prospect that at first struck
Steene as “completely
crazy” So he looked else-
where.

He searched all over Al-
exandria for someplace that
had enough room to fit 60
beds, had at least 10 rooms
and was within walking
distance of public trans-
portation. All the motels
within the appropriate zon-
ing areas where a homeless
shelter could operate were
no-gos. Becoming increas-
ingly desperate and worried
that the opportunity to re-
develop the shelter was
slipping away, Steele re-
turned in early 2017 to the
idea that had been laughed
off.

The Macy’s at Landmark
Mall had just closed, one of
the dozens of outlets the
retail behemoth has slated
to shutter, and was sold off
to the Howard Hughes

Corp., based in Dallas.
There, a senior official
named Mark Bulmash, who
had grown up in Flint,
Mich., and knew what it
meant to be poor, received
an interesting proposition.
Could the homeless move
in? The company’s agenda
was to redevelop the entire
space, but those plans were
years away, and, meanwhile,
all of that empty space
would be just sitting there.

“It would have been silly
not to help,” Bulmash said.
So he did, even throwing in
free rent.

Blair Copeland, a Car-
penter’s Shelter director of
case management, remem-
bered thinking at the time:
“I didn’t see how we were
going to live in a Macy’s.
There were mannequins.”

They had funding for 12
weeks of construction.
Twelve weeks to gut the
building of all that was
Macy’s and then in its place
build bedrooms, install
bathrooms and furnish a
recreation room and cafete-
ria.

Then it was the second
week of June, and those 12
weeks were past, and the
homeless were moving into
the new shelter — and in
another part of town, 27-
year-old Kanisha Williams
was growing tired of crash-

ing on her friend’s couch.
Her newborn son, Zion, was
crying through every night.
Zion’s father, Montee Hig-
don, 29, jailed on a trespass-
ing charge, was about to be
released, and the three of
them needed more space.
So they went to the family
services center.

Higdon, who has bipolar
disorder, and Williams had
been homeless for about a
decade. Throughout that
time, Williams had worked
low-paying jobs at places
from McDonald’s to Macy’s,
where she had been paid $8
an hour to move items into

TERRENCE MCCOY/
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Montee Higdon consoles his son Zion, 2 months, at an
Alexandria,Va., Macy’s that’s now a homeless shelter.

clearance.

Now they were standing
at family services, and
staffers were telling
Williams there was an
opening for her family at
the very same Macy’s where
she had worked in 2014.

“Walking through those
doors,” Williams said,
“those were the doors I
used to leave out of when I
clocked out. So walking in,
at first it was like a Macy’s
vibe. But as soon as I'd seen
it, it went away. It went from
a clothing store to a store
that’s actually helping peo-
ple get on their feet”

DOJ appeals judge’s OK
of AT&T-Time Warner

Challenge comes
nearly a month

after deal closed

By MARCY GORDON
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Stung by a federal judge’s
dismissal of its objections
to AT&T’s megamerger
with Time Warner, the
Trump Justice Department
is challenging the decision
with a legal appeal.

The Justice Department
said in a one-sentence
document Thursday it is
appealing the ruling last
month by U.S. District
Judge Richard Leon, which
blessed one of the biggest
media deals ever following
alandmark antitrust trial.

Leon rejected the gov-
ernment’s argument that
the phone and pay-TV gi-
ant’s $81 billion takeover of
the entertainment con-
glomerate would hurt com-
petition, limit choices and
jack up prices for consum-
ers to stream TV and mov-
ies.

Leon’s ruling allowed
Dallas-based AT&T to ab-
sorb the owner of CNN,
HBO, the Warner Bros.
movie studio, “Game of
Thrones,” coveted sports
programming and other
“must-see” shows.

The Justice Depart-
ment’s appeal is lodged
with the US. Court of
Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit, a step up
from the federal district
court where the six-week
trial unfolded in the spring.

The merger was swiftly
consummated, just two
days after Leon’s June 12
ruling and almost as soon as
the Justice Department sig-
naled it wouldn’t seek to
temporarily block the
merger while it pondered
an appeal. The deadline for
closing the merger was
June 21.

Some legal experts be-
lieve the government could
have a hard time convinc-
ing the appeals court to
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AT&T said it was surprised that the Justice Department
would appeal given the circumstances.

overturn Leon’s ruling. Op-
posing the merger forced
the federal antitrust regula-
tors to argue against stand-
ing legal doctrine that fa-
vors mergers among com-
panies that don’t compete
directly with each other.

It was the first time in
decades the government
had challenged that doc-
trine by suing to block a
merger.

AT&T said Thursday it’s
ready to defend Leon’s rul-
ing against the govern-
ment’s appeal.

“The court’s decision
could hardly have been
more thorough, fact-based
and well-reasoned,” the
company’s general counsel,
David McAtee, said in a
statement. “While the los-
ing party in litigation al-
ways has the right to appeal
if it wishes, we are sur-
prised that the (Justice
Department) has chosen to
do so under these circum-
stances. We are ready to
defend the court’s deci-
sion.”

From the bench, Leon
had urged the government
not to ask for a halt to the
deal, saying it would bring
“a manifestly unjust out-
come.” The deadline could
be missed, allowing under
the merger agreement for
either company to walk
away from the deal and
forcing AT&T to pay Time
Warner a $500 million
“breakup” fee.

Dallas-based AT&T Inc.

is a phone, cable and satel-
lite behemoth that became
the biggest pay-TV pro-
vider in the U.S. with its
acquisition of DirecTV in
2014. It claims about 25
million of the 90 million or
so U.S. households that are
pay-TV customers.

The merger fuses a com-
pany that produces news
and entertainment with
one that funnels that pro-
gramming to consumers.
AT&T asserted at trial that
itneeded to grow to survive
in the era of Google, Ama-
zon and Netflix.

When the deal was first
made public in October
2016, it drew fire from
then-candidate Donald
Trump, who promised to
kill it “because it’s too
much concentration of
power in the hands of too
few” Trump has publicly
feuded with Time Warner’s
CNN, calling it “failing”
and a purveyor of “fake
news.” The president’s
statements didn’t come up
during the trial, though his
antipathy loomed in the
background.

AT&T has committed to
certain conditions under
which it will run Time
Warner’s Turner Broad-
casting, which includes
CNN. For instance, it will
manage the Turner net-
works as part of a separate
business unit, distinct from
AT&T Communications,
which includes DirecTV
and U-verse.

FBI agent clashes with
GOP at House hearing

Hearing, from Page 1

his work. He also said he
had never contemplated
leaking damaging informa-
tion he knew about the
Trump campaign and
called the hearing “just
another victory notch in
(Vladimir) Putin’s belt.”

“At no time, in any of
those texts, did those per-
sonal beliefs ever enter into
the realm of any action I
took,” Strzok told lawmak-
ers.

In breaking his silence,
Strzok came face-to-face
with Republicans who ar-
gued that the texts had
tainted two FBI probes he
had helped steer: inquiries
into Hillary Clinton’s email
use and possible coordina-
tion between the Trump
campaign and Russia.

“Agent Strzok had Hilla-
ry Clinton winning the
White House before he
finished investigating her,”
said Rep. Trey Gowdy, GOP
chairman of the House
Oversight and Government
Reform Committee. “Agent
Strzok had Donald Trump
impeached before he even
started investigating him.
That is bias.”

Republican Rep. Darrell
Issa made Strzok read
some of his texts aloud,
including some with pro-
fane language. House Judi-
ciary Committee Chairman
Bob Goodlatte asked col-
leagues to imagine being
investigated by someone
who “hated you” and “dis-
paraged you in all manner
of ways.”

Strzok repeatedly in-
sisted the texts, including
ones in which he called
Trump a “disaster” and said
“We'll stop” a Trump can-
didacy, did not reflect polit-
ical bias and had not in-
fected his work.

He said the Trump in-
vestigation originated not
out of personal animus but
rather from concern that
Russia was meddling in the
election, including what he
said were allegations of
“extraordinary signifi-

cance” of a Russian offer of
assistance to a Trump cam-
paign member.

He made clear his exas-
peration at being the focus
of a hearing when Russian
election interference had
successfully sowed discord
in America.

“I have the utmost re-
spect for Congress’ over-
sight role, but I truly be-
lieve that today’s hearing is
just another victory notch
in Putin’s belt and another
milestone in our enemies’
campaign to tear America
apart,” Strzok said.

The hearing brought to
the surface a reality of
public service: Law en-
forcement agents and other
government workers are
permitted to espouse polit-
ical views but are expected
to keep them separate from
their work.

“What I am telling you is
I and the other men and
women of the FBI, every
day take our personal be-
liefs, and set those aside in
vigorous pursuit of the
truth — wherever it lies,
whatever it is.”

To which Rep. Ted Poe,
R-Texas, responded, “And I
don’t believe you.”

Strzok said under ques-
tioning that an August 2016
text in which he vowed
“we’ll stop” a Trump candi-
dacy followed Trump’s
denigration of the family of
adead U.S. service member.
He said the late-night, off-
the-cuff text reflected his
belief that Americans
would not stomach such
“horrible, disgusting be-
havior” by the presidential
candidate.

But, he added in a raised
voice and emphatic tone:
“It was in no way — un-
equivocally — any suggesti-
on that me, the FBI, would
take any action whatsoever
to improperly impact the
electoral process for any
candidate. So, I take great
offense, and I take great
disagreement to your as-
sertion of what that was or
wasn’t”

Plus, he said, both the

Clinton and Russia investi-
gations were handled by
large teams that “would not
tolerate any improper be-
havior in me anymore than
Iwould tolerate it in them.

“That is who we are as
the FBI,” Strzok said in an
animated riff that drew
Democratic applause.

The hearing exposed
partisan divides in the
House judiciary and over-
sight committees, as
Democrats accused Repub-
licans of trying to divert
attention from Trump’s ties
to Russia by focusing on
Strzok.

Rep. Steve Cohen, D-
Tenn., said he would give
Strzok a Purple Heart if it
were in his power to do so.
Rep. Bonnie Watson Cole-
man, D-N.J,, said, “I have
never seen my colleagues
so out of control, so angry””

But Republicans eager to
undermine Mueller’s in-
vestigation berated Strzok,
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