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Chicago officials grapple with violence

Weekend with 74 shootings
underlines need to build trust

BY ANNIE SWEENEY
AND JEREMY GORNER
Chicago Tribune

After 74 people were shot
over one of the city’s most
violent weekends in more
than two years, Chicago
police said they would flood
the city’s crime-wracked
neighborhoods with hun-

dreds more cops while ac-
knowledging no arrests for
those shootings had been
made as of late Tuesday.

A day earlier, Mayor
Rahm Emanuel and police
Superintendent Eddie
Johnson had pleaded with
the community to come
forward with information
to hold people accountable

for the carnage, including 12
fatalities.

“You all know who these
individuals are;” a frustrated
Johnson said at one point.

“If you know who did
this, be a neighbor, speak
up,” Emanuel added.

But the Police Depart-
ment’s struggle to solve
violent crime or earn the
cooperation of residents is
not a new problem — nor
one that will be solved
quickly, experts, cops and

law enforcement leaders
alike said on Tuesday.

The fear and discomfort
in reporting on neighbors is
real and so, too, is the
distrust in a department
that is in an epic struggle to
repair frayed and broken
relationships with minority
communities, they said.

“I think it is dishearten-
ing that we are at Tuesday
after the weekend we had
without anyone being
charged,” Cook County

State’s Attorney Kim Foxx
told the Tribune in a phone
interview. “The feeling that
people can do this with
impunity makes the work
that much more difficult”
On Tuesday, the Police
Department refused to re-
lease current data on how
many homicides and shoot-
ings it solves — known as
clearance rates — telling the
Tribune to file a Freedom of
Information Act request.
But past data collected by

the Tribune show the de-
partment’s clearance rate
for homicides has been de-
clining in recent years, hit-
ting about 17 percent last
year. That number doesn’t
represent convictions or
even arrests for homicides
but rather cases in which
the department identifies a
suspect, regardless of
whether that person is ever
charged.

Turn to Violence, Page 6

Willow
Creek
summit
struggles

Hybels allegations
mar annual event
and guests drop out

BY MANYA BRACHEAR
PASHMAN
Chicago Tribune

For 26 years, the Global
Leadership Summit at Wil-
low Creek Community
Church has made headlines
with celebrity guests like
Bono, President Bill Clinton
and British Prime Minister
Tony Blair.

But this year, the summit
will be without its most
noteworthy participant: the
founding pastor, Bill Hy-
bels. In addition, at least five
speakers, including actor
Denzel Washington, have
bowed out, and more than
100 churches have called off
plans to broadcast the sum-
mit to their flocks on Thurs-
day and Friday.

The defections are the
first tangible sign that alle-
gations of inappropriate be-
havior by Hybels and the
church’s handling of those
claims have tarnished the
worldwide reputation of
Willow Creek and threaten
to curtail the megachurch’s
influence on a global scale.
Started by Hybels in the
mid-1990s, the summit has
come to symbolize the
iconic pastor’s provocative
leadership style, sharp busi-
ness acumen and interna-
tional appeal. It has been
fueled as much by his star
power as that of celebrities
he brought in.

In April, Hybels stepped
down from the helm of the
northwest  suburban
megachurch and the Wil-
low Creek Association, its
affiliated nonprofit group
that hosts the summit, after
a Tribune investigation re-
vealed allegations of mis-
conduct with women —
including church employ-

Turn to Summit, Page 8
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hear the birds?”

gunshots.
No fear.

rabbits.

fil

Tavon Tanner walked

outside, onto his front
porch and into the sum-
mer morning.

“See?” he said.
It was Tuesday, the heat

just beginning to rise, and
he looked out toward the
bungalows, the flowers
and the clean sidewalks.
“The neighborhood is quiet here. You can

No sirens, no shouting, no loud music, no

The scariest thing in this neighborhood is the

Except for the fact that it’s an old, wooden
porch, up a flight of stairs, Tavon’s front porch
on the Northwest Side is nothing like the porch
where he was shot on a summer night two years

Chicagog® Tribune
™

TAVON AND THE BULLET

MORE ONLINE: See Mary

Schmich’s 2016 story, along with

E. Jason Wambsgans’ Pulitzer
Prize-winning photography, at
chicagotribune.com/tavon.

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Tavon Tanner with his mother, Mellanie Washington, on their new porch. Tavon and his family moved 9 miles from where he was shot in 2016.

TAVON TANNER LIVES
QUIETLY WITH HIS SCAR

2 years after being shot on his porch, the 12-year-old boy keeps moving forward

ago.

Aug. 8,2016. It was a Monday. Warm. On
West Polk Street on Chicago’s West Side, every-

body was out.

‘When the shots came from out of nowhere,
aimed at who knows whom, a bullet hit Tavon
near the base of his spine. He spent weeks in the
hospital, where for a while it was uncertain

whether he would live.

He survived, and last year, on the first anni-
versary of the shooting, his family was inspired
to throw an anniversary celebration. This year,
he said he didn’t want a party, but wouldn’t
mind getting some new video games.

“Tt don’t hold me back no more,” he said. “I
don't like to go back in the past no more. I like to

go forward.”

We were sitting at a card table in the living
room of the two-story rented house where

Turn to Schmich, Page 3

STAN MIKITA 1940-2018

Hawks’ all-time top scorer ‘was a superstar’

Franchise icon,
1961 Cup winner
battled dementia

By NEIL MILBERT
Chicago Tribune

Stan Mikita, arguably
the greatest player in Black-
hawks history, died Tues-
day after a long illness. He
was 78.

“There are no words to
describe our sadness over
Stan’s passing,” the team
said in a statement. “He
meant so much to the
Chicago Blackhawks, to the
game of hockey and to all of
Chicago.”

“Stan made everyone he
touched a better person,”
team President Rocky
Wirtz said. “ ‘Stosh’ will be
deeply missed, but never,
ever forgotten.”

LESSON IN GREAT-
NESS: The imprint Stan
Mikita leaves on hockey as a
player will live forever, writes
the Tribune’s Steve Rosen-
bloom. Chicago Sports

Mikita lived life the way
he played hockey. He did it
his way, and he never
stopped caring about what
he did.

“He was more prepared
than anybody I ever played
with;” said Dale Tallon,
executive vice president
and general manager of the
Florida Panthers, remem-
bering the seasons they
spent together skating for
the Blackhawks from 1973-
74 t01977-78.

“His preparation was
impeccable. His style of

Turn to Mikita, Page 7

Stan Mikita, who died Tuesday at 78, is the Blackhawks’ all-time leading point producer.
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Manafort defense
team targets star
witnesses’ ‘lies’

In blistering questioning
during cross-examination
in Paul Manafort’s fraud
trial on Tuesday, a defense
lawyer tried to undermine
the credibility of the gov-
ernment’s star witness by
accusing him of being im-
mersed in “so many lies” he
can’t remember them all.
Nation & World, Page 9
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Where to eat in
Chicago right now

The Tribune’s Phil Vettel
on restaurants essential to
today’s Chicago dining
experience in Food & Din-
ing and at chicagotribune.
com/phils50.
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RELIVE THE RAMBLERS’ RUN

Do age Trwsar
RAMBLE ON!

LOYOLA'S UNFORGETTABLE
2018 TOURNAMENT RUN

What a story. What aride.
From largely unknown to
nearly unbeatable, the Loyola
Ramblers captured the na-
tion’simagination. Coach
Porter Moser. Chaplain Sister
Jean Dolores Schmidt. Buzzer
beaters. And players who
competed with prowess and
poise. “Ramble On” —acom-
memorative hard cover book
featuring Chicago Tribune
columns, game stories, fea-
tures and photography — chronicles the Ramblers’ Cin-
derella run to the Final Four, a ride that thrilled Chicago.
“Ramble On” is currently available at chicagotri-
bune.com/rambleon for $24.95.
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Visit the Tribune’s Freedom Center for a two-and-half- )
hour tour of the printing presses, press plates and enor- [
mous paper rolls, and get a taste of the Tribune’s history.
9 a.m. Sept. 14, Chicago Tribune Freedom Center,
777 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago. $25 tickets.

Free parking, lot opens 20 minutes before start of tour.
For tickets, go to chicagotribune.com/freedomcenter

JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Mayor Rahm Emanuel has not shown that people who testify against neighborhood shooters will be protected.

JOHN KASS

Rahm can’t spin his way
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Paul Vallas and others challenging
Mayor Rahm Emanuel — and focus-
ing on Chicago’s weak response to the
slaughter in the streets — know this
about the mayor of Chicago.

He knows how to spin the news.

When he sees criticism coming,
Emanuel will offer up some bright,
shiny object to change the subject,
like those fanciful Elon Musk sci-fi
pneumatic tubes to the airport.

But Chicago’s river of violence
overflowed over the weekend, beyond
even Emanuel’s capacity to manage
the news.

More than 70 people were shot and
12 were killed in weekend shootings,
including mass shootings, with few if
any arrests. And more have been shot
and killed in the days since.

Why don’t people come forward?
They’re afraid.

Chicago’s abysmal clearance rates
for homicides — about 17 percent last
year — can be traced directly to deci-
sions made from City Hall and give
the neighborhoods little confidence
Emanuel can do much about the
bloodshed.

“Emanuel gutted the detective

All should be held accountable. But
the mayor is most accountable, be-
cause he’s the mayor.

When Emanuel walked out before
news cameras to react to the crime
wave, he demonstrated emotion and
outrage. The media likes emotion.

But does emotion carry any real
weight with the families of the dead?
Does it comfort those who fear their
kids will be gunned down tomorrow?

No.

In a city where the street gangs have
taken over — where violence carries
on through shootings and carjackings
even in wealthy neighborhoods like
the Gold Coast — talking about feel-
ings just doesn’t cut it anymore.

It’s just noise.

What’s needed is clear policy,
which isn’t about emotion, but rather
clear thinking,

“Proper policy is about not destroy-
ing beat integrity in the Police Depart-
ment,” Vallas said. “Policy is what I've
advocated, like rehiring experienced,
seasoned detectives to close those
murders and give people confidence
that something’s being done. But what
does Emanuel give the city? Spin.”

out of Chicago gang wars

to parents about their murdered
children.

But when the mayor declared “the
city will be with you” it stopped me.

The city will be with you? Really?

A 17 percent homicide clearance
rate isn’t a declaration that the city
will be with you. It says quite the
opposite. Years of allowing the Police
Department to atrophy doesn’t pro-
mote confidence.

And making a show of redeploying
cops to high crime areas now is des-
peration.

What parent would have their
child testify against a neighborhood
shooter when the city does such a
poor job in clearing homicides?

Itignores the real world, where the
Police Department went fetal after
Emanuel’s disastrous handling of the
Laquan McDonald police shooting
video.

It ignores the real world of a Police
Department allowed to grow so thin
that detectives were put back in uni-
form to serve as scarecrows at lake-
front festivals where they can be seen
by taxpayers.

All this has little to do with solving
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politics aside and you have to manage.
The problem is that Emanuel is a D.C.
politician, and what do they ever
manage in D.C., where every decision
made is political? It’s all political, it’s
all spin, it’s what they do””

City Hall calls it “gun violence,” and
media cooperates by calling it that
too. But calling it “gun violence” al-
lows Chicago’s political class off the
hook.

There are many guns in the sub-
urbs. But the suburbs are not killing
grounds. What’s going on in Chicago
are street gang wars.

And Cook County’s one-party
political class seems incapable of
addressing it; from the prosecutors
who don’t prosecute, to judges, to the
police brass trying to keep their jobs,

At anews conference, Emanuel
became emotional and began pointing
fingers at others. Standing next to
Chicago police Superintendent Eddie
Johnson, the mayor put the focus on
his cops and on the neighborhoods
for remaining silent.

“This is not about the Chicago
Police Department, alone,” Emanuel
said. “It’s not about a summer jobs
program, alone. This is about the
fabric of a neighborhood and commu-
nity — as the superintendent just said
— who knows who did this.

“So, if you say enough is enough,
you must come forward as a neigh-
borhood where a moral center of
gravity holds,” said Emanuel.

“... If you know who did this, be a
neighbor. Speak up. Neighbors come

toast. He should have some leverage
with a desperate Emanuel.

But Eddie Johnson is not the may-
or. Emanuel is the mayor.

The other day there was a telling
quote from the Rev. Marshall Hatch,
pastor of the New Mount Pilgrim
Missionary Baptist Church on the
West Side, about why neighbors don’t
come forward.

“You put yourself at risk,” Hatch
told the Tribune. “Obviously, the
police can’t protect you, and if some-
body kills you, they can’t find out who
did it”

That’s the reality of things.

And even Emanuel can’t spin it
away.

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast

INSIDE to Chicago aldermen. together. The city will be with you with John Kass and Jeff Carlin — at
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Tavon Tanner lives
quietly with his scar

Schmich, from Page 1

Tavon lives with his twin
sister, an older sister, a
younger brother and his
mother, Mellanie Washing-
ton.

They got the house with
the help of a Denver man
who heard about Tavon on
the news and was troubled
by Washington’s difficulty
finding a safe place, away
from the violence of the
West and South sides, that
would accept her Section 8
housing subsidy.

The man gave her a car,
too, a 1994 white Lexus, so
she could drive her kids
around and wouldn’t have
to spend so many hours
getting to and from her job
at a Niles nursing home.

In some ways, Tavon’s
life, and his family’s, is
better than before the
shooting. The new neigh-
borhood isn’t fancy, but it
has parks and pools and
friendly people of all kinds.

“Some of everything,”
Washington said, citing
Poles, Mexicans, a few
other African-Americans.

“And up here they do
everything we used to do as
akid,” she said, meaning
play volleyball, have pogo
stick races, jump rope, the
kind of old-fashioned rec-
reation she says has van-
ished from much of the
West Side.

As for Tavon, he’s 12 now,
taller than his mother. The
physical damage from the
bullet has mostly healed.
The long abdominal scar
from the surgery after he
was shot remains, but his
shirt hides it.

“It’'ll probably disappear,
as much as he eats” Wash-
ington said. She laughed.
“He’s gobbling everything.”

Tavon buried his head in
his hands, but he was smil-
ing.

Sometimes, still, Tavon
hesitates before going out
on the porch, but he’s no
longer afraid to be outside
alone.

“I can walk to the store
by myself now;” he said.
“No guns around. Don’t
have to look over your head

to make sure nobody’s
behind you.”

Earlier this summer, two
Chicago police detectives,
who have stayed in touch
since the shooting, stopped
by with mitts and balls for
him and his siblings, and he
plays ball out front. Now
that his left leg no longer
buckles when he jumps,
he’s back to playing basket-
ball.

“It’s like God took my
powers away,” he said.
“Then I started eating a lot
and God gave me my pow-
ers back”

And yet the shooting
remains part of Tavon’s life.
Damage and danger linger.

Every Thursday, Wash-
ington takes the day off
from her job to drive him to
counseling at Lurie Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Tavon’s
twin sister, who on the
night of the shooting stood
over her brother crying,
“Twin, don’t leave me!” also
sees a counselor.

On Tuesday, Tavon
smiled easily and talked
more freely than he did for
a while after he was shot,
but he still struggles.

Toward the end of the
last school year, his mother
said, he was severely de-
pressed.

“He was being bullied,”
she said.

“Not bullied,” Tavon
replied. “We was being
threatened.”

With the help of school
officials and the police, that
situation seems to have
resolved, but school will
soon resume and school is
in a dangerous neighbor-
hood.

Right after the shooting,
‘Washington moved her
family into an aunt’s house
in West Humboldt Park.
She enrolled the kids in a
nearby charter school.
When they moved north,
she considered switching
their schools but decided
against it.

The school was good.
The kids had friends. They
needed some stability.

She valued the fact that
the school’s staff under-
stood what Tavon has en-

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS
Tavon still hesitates before going on the porch, but he’s not afraid to be outside in his new Northwest Side neighborhood.

Mellanie Washington moved her children to the Northwest Side after Tavon was shot two
years ago at their home on the West Side. There have been no arrests in his shooting.

dured. They’ve helped him
catch up on the schoolwork
he missed during his eight
surgeries. They’re helping
him this summer. Keeping
the kids at that school has
another advantage too. In
the afternoons, while
Washington is still at work,
on the 11 am. to 7:30 p.m.
shift, they stay at her aunt’s
until she comes to pick
them up.

But in that part of West

Humboldt Park, violence is
a constant undercurrent.
Just last weekend, Wash-
ington was at her aunt’s for
a party with relatives when
from the backyard, they
heard the chaos on the
street.

Four people had been
shot on the block, a fact
that merited only a few
lines in the news reports on
another bloody Chicago
weekend. She took comfort

in the fact that Tavon
wasn’t there.

“Something told me not
to take him over there,”
Washington said. “He’s
already been traumatized.”

At least 74 people were
shot in Chicago last week-
end. Twelve died. What
happens to the survivors is
likely to go unrecorded, but
as Tavon’s story shows,
whatever it is, the effects of
the shooting will last a long,

long time.

Tavon and his family live
9 miles from where he was
shot on that August night
two years ago. In some
ways it feels like 900.

But even in the new
place, violence creeps in.
Sitting in their safe home,
Tavon and his family watch
the news. On the screen,
they see places they recog-
nize and people they know.
They watch the grieving
and the weeping and re-
member when they were
the people on the screen.

“When my mother says,
‘Come to the West Side; I
make it snappy,” Washing-
ton said Tuesday. “It’s so
crazy. You can look up and
in two seconds you’re
gone.”

She was leaning on the
porch railing, next to her
son, listening to the quiet.

“I love being home.”

A while later T emailed
the Chicago Police Depart-
ment to ask about the status
of Tavon’s case and re-
ceived this email:

“No offender in custody.
The investigation contin-
ues.”

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MarySchmich
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McCarthy backs away from Trump barbs

Turns attention
back to Emanuel
‘not doing his job’

BY JOHN BYRNE
Chicago Tribune

Mayoral candidate Garry
McCarthy went on Fox
News again Tuesday, when
he backed away from his
previous criticism of Presi-
dent Donald Trump while
continuing to hammer away
at Mayor Rahm Emanuel
for his handling of Chi-
cago’s violence.

During the morning seg-
ment, McCarthy was asked
about a statement his cam-
paign released Monday in
response to former Republi-
can New York Mayor Rudy
Giuliani’s recent tweets of
support for him.

In his Monday statement,
McCarthy said he was a
“proud Democrat” and that
he did “not agree with
Mayor Giuliani’s political
views and I certainly re-
main opposed to the mis-

guided, divisive tone and
policies of Donald Trump. I
cannot say strongly enough
how saddened I am to see
‘America’s Mayor’ stand
with a president with
whom I am diametrically
opposed.”

But asked Tuesday on the
cable news station why he’s
so opposed to Trump, Mc-
Carthy said he was against
political polarization, not
Trump’s policies.

“Well, this is not so much
about the policies, it’s more
about the polarization that’s
happening in this country
and in this city” McCarthy
said.

“Rahm Emanuel is a po-
larizing figure, and we need
to bring this city together.
And I think that, on a
national level, that same
issue is happening, and
we've got to stop it. We've
got to get behind the presi-
dent. We've got to get to-
gether. We've got to have
policies that reflect our val-
ues. And it’s not so much
that 'm against the presi-
dent and his policies. It’s

more about the divisiveness
that’s going on in this coun-
try. It’s heartbreaking to
me.”

McCarthy back-
ing away from criti-
cizing Trump’s poli-
cies is significant
because Emanuel’s
campaign has ham-

city has sued the Trump
administration on a number
of issues, including an at-
tempt by the Justice De-
partment to with-
hold grant funds for
Chicago because of
its status as a sanc-
tuary city that pro-
tects immigrants

mered the former from deportation.

top cop for his ties \ As president,
to the Republican e Trump routinely
president. McCarthy has taken to Twitter

A day after McCarthy
announced his candidacy
this past spring, Emanuel’s
campaign launched an on-
line attack ad featuring
Trump calling the former
Chicago police superin-
tendent a “phenomenal
guy.” The mayor’s campaign
also has highlighted an
overlap between donors to
McCarthy and Trump’s po-
litical funds.

For his part, Emanuel has
spent much of the last two
years slamming Trump for
divisive rhetoric and poli-
cies that target immigrants.
At the direction of Emanu-
el’s Law Department, the

to criticize Chicago’s strug-
gle to tamp down violent
crime.

McCarthy continued to
pound away at Emanuel on
the violence issue Tuesday,
saying on Fox that the
mayor isn’t interested in a
meritocracy in government.

“He’s too interested in
political bullying; he’s not
doing his job,” McCarthy
said. “He’s talking about
global warming and the
president when he’s in con-
trol of gun violence, the
education system and the
taxes here”

Asked by a Fox host
about an increase in gun

violence in tonier neighbor-
hoods such as Lincoln Park,
McCarthy said people in
those areas don’t feel safe.

“There’s no place in this
city that’s safe now;” he said.
“Nothing is going to change
in Chicago until we first
make it safe. And, you know,
I get woken up by gunshots,
and I live in River North.
And it’s just not OK. We
used to be able to say, ‘Not in
my backyard’ We can’t say
that anymore here in Chi-
cago.”

The Emanuel campaign
continued trying to link
McCarthy to Trump on
Tuesday.

“McCarthy is too busy
courting Trump supporters
on Fox News to have any
idea what it takes to be
mayor of Chicago,” Emanu-
el campaign spokeswoman
Caron Brookens said in a
statement in response to
McCarthy’s morning TV
comments. “Garry McCar-
thy can spread misinforma-
tion to Trump voters all he
wants. The mayor remains
focused on the important

work of improving schools
and public safety in every
neighborhood.”

Giuliani, who’s now a
Trump attorney, involved
himself in the mayoral race
during the spate of shoot-
ings in Chicago last week-
end, tweeting his support
Sunday for McCarthy —
whom he called “Jerry” —
and urging people to back
him for mayor: “Chicago
murders are direct result of
one party Democratic rule
for decades. Policing genius
Jerry McCarthy can do for
Chicago what I did for NYC.
He was one of the architects
of Compstat. Slashed homi-
cides over 70%. Tens of
thousands of lives saved.”

The weekend violence in
Chicago has drawn national
attention.

Between 3 p.m. Friday
and 6 am. Monday, 12
people were killed and 62
others were wounded by
bullets, according to Trib-
une data.

Jjebyrne@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @_johnbyrne
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Police Officer Jason Van Dyke, left, and father Owen attend a hearing Tuesday at the Leighton Criminal Court Building.

High court asked again
to end secrecy in case

Media want judge’s prohibitions
ended as Van Dyke trial looms

By MEGAN CREPEAU
Chicago Tribune

With Chicago police Offi-
cer Jason Van Dyke’s trial
date fast approaching, sev-
eral local news organiza-
tions have asked the state’s
highest court to crack down
even further on the secrecy
shrouding the case.

A request filed Tuesday
seeks to further rein in Cook
County Circuit Judge Vin-
cent Gaughan, who has
gone to extraordinary
lengths to keep key infor-
mation about the case over
Laquan McDonald’s fatal
shooting from public view.

Tuesday’s request
capped off another busy day
in the high-profile case.
Earlier, Gaughan ruled he
would allow the defense to
play at trial animated videos
purported to show part of
the shooting.

The petition by the seven
news organizations, includ-
ing the Chicago Tribune,
marks the second time this
year that the media have
taken the rare step of ap-
pealing directly to the state
Supreme Court.

The first petition, filed in
May, was narrower in scope,
asking only that the higher
court stop Gaughan from
routing all court filings di-
rectly to his chambers, a
practice that bypassed the
usual step of filing them
publicly in the circuit clerk’s
office. The Supreme Court
granted that request two
weeks later.

On Tuesday, though, the
news media sought broader
safeguards that would end
an array of prohibitions by
Gaughan. The petition

seeks to force Gaughan to
give medialawyers a chance
to object before he holds
substantive meetings with
lawyers behind closed
doors or closes the court-
room to the public and
reporters. They also want to
allow one of the media
attorneys silenced by
Gaughan to be able to take
part in court proceedings
again.

Without the Supreme
Court’s assistance, the peti-
tion said, Van Dyke’s mur-
der prosecution “will con-
tinue to proceed under a
cloak of secrecy.”

The Reporters Commit-
tee for Freedom of the
Press, a nonprofit advocacy
group, joined the news or-
ganizations in filing the
petition.

Van Dyke is scheduled to
go to trial Sept. 5 in the
Leighton Criminal Court
Building,

In an attempt to not
interfere with the ap-
proaching start of the trial,
the media attorneys’ filing
states that they plan to seek
the immediate release of
only six of some three
dozen court filings that still
remain under seal in spite of
the Supreme Court’s order
in May.

With the trial date less
than a month away,
Gaughan continues to push
to wrap up remaining is-
sues. Lawyers are sched-
uled to return to his court-
room Friday to discuss
questionnaires to be filled
out by potential jurors.
Gaughan said Tuesday that
he planned to close that
hearing to the public and
reporters.

Also Tuesday, Gaughan
cleared the way for Van
Dyke’s attorneys to play at
trial animated videos pur-
porting to show the trajec-
tory of five of the 16 bullets
that struck McDonald.

Gaughan has allowed lit-
tle to be disclosed about the
animated videos, which
have never been aired
publicly.

Special prosecutors
raised concerns Tuesday
that the animation contains
“subtle” errors but did not
cite any specific examples
in court.

“Subtle inaccuracies are
more prejudicial than gross
inaccuracies,” said Joseph
Cullen, a member of the
special prosecution team.
“The jury can’tlook at it and
say, ‘This is wrong. ”

In an earlier court filing,
prosecutors said they be-
lieve the defense wants to
use the animation to aid its
forensic pathologist in her
testimony.

Police dashboard camera
video shows Van Dyke
opening fire within seconds
of exiting his squad car as
McDonald walked down
the street holding a knife,
contradicting reports from
police at the scene that
McDonald had lunged at
them. The video’s release
sparked months of protests
and political upheaval.

Van Dyke’s lawyers said
Tuesday they had commis-
sioned two animated vide-
os, both 30 seconds or less
in length. Lead lawyer Dan-
iel Herbert said a crew even
used drones to take precise
measurements for an accu-
rate representation of the
shooting scene.

The videos switch be-
tween shots from the dash-
board camera footage and
animated figures of

McDonald, Van Dyke and
the officer’s partner, Joseph
Walsh, Cullen said in court.
The animation shows Van
Dyke firing five shots, with a
blue line tracing the trajec-
tory of the bullets, he said.

Gaughan quickly inter-
rupted Cullen, scolding him
for revealing too much de-
tail about the animated vid-
eos in public, since he had
not ruled on whether the
evidence would be allowed
at trial.

The prosecutors have
previously raised what they
say are additional problems
with the defense video. The
animation shows Van Dyke
standing still as he fired the
fifth shot when, in fact, the
officer was walking toward
McDonald, they have said.
In addition, the video pur-
ports to show the first five
shots that struck McDonald
when the defense’s own
experts admit that patholo-
gists cannot identify the
exact order in which the
bullets hit him.

In allowing the videos at
trial, Gaughan made no
mention of the supposed
errors but noted that the
videos could be used only as
“demonstrative” evidence
to help the jury understand
context, not as evidence to
consider when weighing
Van Dyke’s guilt or inno-
cence.

Herbert said Van Dyke’s
legal team might want to
introduce a third video,
syncing up audio of calls to
the city’s Office of Emer-
gency Management and
Communications with
footage from Van Dyke’s
squad car dashboard cam-
era. The defense has not yet
decided whether to use that
at trial, he said.

mcrepeau@chicagotribune.com

By LoLLY BOWEAN
Chicago Tribune

The Chicago Park Dis-
trict has begun work to
relocate a track and field
in Jackson Park from its
current location to a cor-
ner farther south to make
room for the Obama Presi-
dential Center, officials
said.

And while the two proj-
ects are technically sepa-
rate, the construction has
sparked some concern
from the public because of
fencing that has been
placed around the site and
because workers have cut
down trees as part of the
relocation.

The field has long been
used by athletes from
Hyde Park Academy High
School.

Itis being replaced with
an eight-lane, 400-meter
track with a wider turf
field. The new field is
expected to be completed
in early fall, a spokeswom-
an for the Park District
said in a written state-
ment.

Construction of the
presidential center was
approved by the Chicago
City Council in May. But
because Jackson Park is
on the National Register of
Historic Places, the
Obama Foundation has to
complete a federal review
process before it can begin
building.

The Park District, how-
ever, can make improve-
ments to its sites without
appealing to the federal
government.

In February, the foun-
dation announced that it
would donate more than
$3.5 million to the Park
District to build this new
artificial turf field in the
South Side park. The an-
nouncement came after
questions arose about
where student-athletes
would practice and host
their games while the
presidential center was
being built.

The solution was to
move the field so that

P &
JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Workers on Tuesday remove trees in Jackson Park, near
the future site of the Obama Presidential Center.

Track moving
to make way for
Obama center

track and field events and
soccer games could con-
tinue even when much of
Jackson Park is under con-
struction.

The presidential center
is expected to cost more
than $500 million. The
project has drawn na-
tional attention because it
has the potential to trans-
form the South Side by
creating hundreds of jobs,
attracting tourists and
possibly sparking more
economic development
and investment in nearby
communities.

The center was an-
nounced in 2015, and a
year later the Obamas an-
nounced they had selected
Jackson Park as the site for
their sprawling complex
because that would place
it near the Museum of
Science and Industry and
provide a view of the
skyline while benefiting
struggling neighborhoods
like South Shore, Wood-
lawn and Washington
Park.

But the project has
raised the ire of environ-
mentalists who don’t want
it located in a public park
and organizers who want
an ironclad contract guar-
anteeing a property tax
freeze for homeowners,
housing set aside for
lower-income residents
and a trust fund to pay for
neighborhood initiatives.

Besides completing the
federal review process,
the foundation still has to
obtain a formal long-term
contract to lease Jackson
Park from the city and has
to raise the hundreds of
millions of dollars to build
the privately financed
project.

Last week, the founda-
tion acknowledged it is
delaying breaking ground
on the center until 2019.
Officials would not say
whether the delay will
affect the construction
schedule, but the center is
slated to open in 2021.

Ibowean@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @lollybowean
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Missing Lane Tech student hit, killed by Metra train

By MATTHEW WALBERG
Chicago Tribune

A person who was struck
and killed by a Metra train
on the Northwest Side has
beenidentified as a senior at
Lane Tech College Prep
High School who was re-
ported missing Monday af-
ter he was last seen at
Lollapalooza.

Sincere W. Ash, 17, of the
3500 block of North
Neenah Avenue, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene,
but autopsy results were
still pending, according to
the Cook County medical
examiner’s office.

Human remains later
identified as the teen’s were
discovered about 6:15 p.m.
Sunday on a railroad bridge
spanning Armitage Avenue
just north of the Clybourn
Avenue station, Metra
spokeswoman Meg Reile
said Tuesday. She said in-
vestigators have no evi-
dence that Ash’s death was
“anything other than a hor-
rible accident”

Police found Ash’s body
on the bridge after a person
at the Clybourn station
called to report that there
was something on the
tracks, Reile said. But inves-
tigators found no phone or
other form of identification
on or near Ash’s body, delay-
ing their efforts to identify
him, she said.

On Monday, his family
filed a missing persons re-
port with Chicago police
and circulated flyers on
social media stating that he
was last seen at the music
festival in Grant Park at 4:15
pm. Sunday. However, it
took some time for author-
ities to realize the descrip-
tion of the missing person
matched that of the body
found on the bridge, Reile
said. He was positively
identified Monday evening,
she said.

Reile said investigators
are not sure when — or how
— the accident occurred.
Based on the flyer put out by
family and friends on social
media, Ash may have been
briefly detained at Lollapa-
looza for not having a valid
wristband, but there was no
evidence that he was asked
to leave the festival, she
said.

During the two-hour pe-
riod from the last sighting of
Ash to the discovery of his
body, one inbound train
entered the Clybourn sta-
tion at 5:16 p.m., and there
were outbound trains at the
station at 4:43 p.m. and 5:43
p.m., Reile said.

No one on those trains or
at the station at those times
reported seeing Ash, and
Reile said employees on the
train did not report that
they may have struck an
individual.

“The crews would, if they
saw something, if they
thought even for a moment
that they may have struck
something, they would have
stopped,” she said.

Ash’s cousin, Marcella
Hawk, said he’d been look-
ing forward to Lollapalooza
after a summer spent work-
ing at a youth day camp.

“He’s been working a lot
this summer, so I know he
was super excited to hang
out with his friends and just
be a 17-year-old,” Hawk
said.

Hawk, 25, of Batavia, said
she and her younger cousin
were best friends, talking or
texting each other every
day.

“Sincere just radiated
love,” she said. “He just
loved life. He loved people;
he loved children. Every-
thing about him was so
promising. He was such a
good kid””

When she hadn’t heard
from him by Sunday after-
noon, she texted him to see
if he was OK but received

no response. And when she
saw that he had not posted
on social media about the
festival, she reached outto a
friend of Ash’s who was
supposed to have attended
Lollapalooza with him.
Hawk said she learned
that Ash’s phone had been
stolen Saturday night, that
he’d been detained by secu-
rity Sunday and that he was
last seen at the festival at
4:15 p.m. Sunday but now

Hawk said she grew more
concerned and began
reaching out to
Ash’s parents and
one of his siblings,
then started calling
police stations and
hospitals to see if
anyone had seen
him.

Hawk said Ash’s aqh
family filed a miss-
ing persons report Monday
after he failed to show up to

On Monday afternoon,
Hawk said, Ash’s mother
called her to say that
Metra police offi-
cers had asked if
they could meet
with her.

Hawk said the
family met with offi-
cers at the Logan
Square home of
Ash’s friend. The
family was told that an
unidentified male had been

at the Cook County medical
examiner’s office.

She said the family is
struggling to comprehend
how Ash ended up on the
railroad viaduct.

“We have noideawhathe
was doing on the tracks”
Hawk said. “I don’t think
that he tried to hurt himself.
I truly believe it was an
accident”

Ash, who lived on the
Northwest Side with his

ter, excelled at drawing and
photography, his cousin
said.

His thoughts were turn-
ing toward where he
wanted to attend college
and what he would study.

“He was really interested
in psychology,” Hawk said.
“He loved to think about
how the brain works.”

Chicago Tribune’s Madeline
Buckley contributed.
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Do You Have?

Arthritis ¢ Knee Pain ¢ Back Pain ¢ Neck Pain
Neuropathy ¢ Hip Pain e Shoulder Pain ¢ Joint Pain

Good News! Local Regenerative Medicine Center
now offers solutions for you!

Local Regenerative Medicine Center devotes
much of its time treating chronically ill
patients — especially those in pain. With 3 years
experience, serving Northern lllinois with
multiple practices, it continues to utilize cutting-
edge technology to help restore patients’
health. The institute recently announced its
latest state-of-the-art healing procedure:
regenerative stem cell therapy.

Local Regenerative Medicine Center recently
announced its latest state-of-the-art healing
procedure; regenerative stem cell therapy.
Local Regenerative Medicine Center is now
offering painless stem cell injections for pain
and advanced procedures for arthritic and/
or degenerative conditions, expecially those
found in the knees, hips, should, neck and
lower back.

These remarkable treatments can repair tissue
in the body that has been damaged from
age, disease or degeneration. They do this
by pinpointing the impaired areas, removing
the swelling with powerful anti-inflammatory
properties and healing them by regenerating
new cells and tissue.

This innovative therapy is particularly effective
in treating such conditions as degenerative
arthritis, degenerative cartilage and ligaments,
bone spurs, degenerative joint disease,
bursitis, tendinitis, and especially Osteoarthritis
of the Knee.

According to the Local Regenerative Medicine
Center chief medical officer, patients can
experience a significant decrease in pain and
an improvement in range of motion within
weeks of treatment.

“We are so excited about the results we are
seeing with our patients. More Importantly,
our patients are excited about living their
lives enjoying the activities they enjoy. We
invite you to attend one of our upcoming
seminars near your home, to learn more about
this incredible healing technology and how
it might be able to help you or someone you
love finally live a pain free life.”

Dr. Jill Howe, DC, CNPS

We invite you to browse our website
www.StemCellWorkshop.com to watch
the documentary on the Stem Cell
Institute Of America.

It worked for me,
it can work for you!

Hub Arkush

A

www.StemCellWorkshop.com

Our FREE Educational Seminars
are held several times a week in
the following towns:

Chicago Chicago UIC

Downtown August 21 at 1:00

August 9 at 1:00 Crystal Lake
August 14 at 1:00 August 21 at 12:00
August 14 at 6:30 August 21 at 6:30

August 16 at 1:00 .

I Mundelein
Huntley August 21 at 1:00
August 9 at 10:30 August 21 at 6:30

September 5 at 10:30 0Oak Brook
September 5 at 5:30 August 23 at 12:00
Northbrook August 23 at 3:00
August 14 at 1:00 Oak Lawn

August 14 at 6:30

Schaumburg
August 14 at 12:00
August 14 at 6:30

August 23 at 12:00

St. Charles
August 23 at 12:30

August 23 at 6:30

Evanston Orland Park
August 15 at 1:00 August 28 at 12:00
Naperville August 28 at 3:00

Vernon Hills
August 28 at 6:30

August 16 at 12:30
August 16 at 6:30

P

STEM CELL

Therapy for Pain

Reservations Required
please call

888-726-4230

to confirm your place and
get the times and location best
suitable for you.
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Violence, from Page 1

Even fewer of Chicago’s
hundreds of shootings
each year are solved. A
University of Chicago
Crime Lab analysis of Chi-
cago police records found
that the department
cleared just 5 percent of
shootings in 2016, a year in
which violence hit records
unseen in two decades.

In a year when shoot-
ings have fallen 17 percent
citywide and homicides by
even more, the violence
from 3 p.m. Friday to 6 a.m.
Monday was a jolt. Many of
the shootings took place in
three West Side police dis-
tricts and one on the South
Side, officials said.

According to Tribune
data, it marked the worst
violence of any single
weekend in Chicago since
at least before 2016. And
Sunday saw more victims
shot in a single day since at
least September 2011,
when the Tribune began
tracking every shooting in
Chicago. For the entire day,
47 people were shot, in-
cluding 40 during a seven-
hour period early Sunday.

Johnson, who said the
shootings were mostly
rooted in gang conflicts, on
Tuesday said the depart-
ment has immediately de-
ployed 430 more officers to
the neighborhoods most
wracked by the shooting.
Those numbers will grow
to an additional 600 offi-
cers on the weekend.

“We’ll be there as long as
it takes,” Johnson said. “We
have a responsibility to
keep these folks safe” He
said officers working the
extra hours would have
their afternoon shifts ex-
tended into the overnight
hours, when there’s a
higher likelihood for vi-
olence to erupt.

At the news conference
Monday, Johnson ac-
knowledged the depart-
ment has trust issues to
overcome in neighbor-
hoods hit hardest by vi-
olence.

A report by the US.
Department of Justice
early last year found that
police officers had rou-
tinely engaged in wide-
spread civil-rights viola-
tions, particularly in the
African-American com-
munity, and acknowledged
that resentment had built
up for decades. The city

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

A teen accepts a hot dog from a Chicago police officer in Moore Park on Tuesday during National Night Out, an event
held to interact with residents and increase crime awareness. Chicago police are trying to build community rapport

Police struggle to develop trust

Alice (last name withheld upon request), 48, attends a
vigil for niece Jahnae Patterson, who was killed Sunday.

has reached a proposed
consent decree intended to
reform the Police Depart-
ment, but the effort to
restore relations with the
community is just begin-
ning.

Detective division
sources interviewed Tues-
day by the Tribune said
they absolutely need com-
munity help to solve shoot-
ings and homicides. They
were also sensitive to fears
that residents have of co-
operating with police.

“It’s understandable,”
said one of the sources,
who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity because
he didn’t have the depart-

Butler said. “That still
seems to be a struggle, and
we hope it gets better.”
Experts who have stud-
ied clearance rates said
Tuesday that gang-related
violence can be the hardest
type of crime to solve.
Detectives’ caseloads and
the quality of their supervi-
sion are key factors, they
said, but so is community
trust. Police departments
with high clearance rates
on homicide cases invest a
lot of time to establish that
trust. “They talk about a
long time of building re-
lationships with the com-
munity, (of) explaining
that the crime is taken

“The attention they receive outside
of tragedies has to be equal to
when something like this happens.”

— Cook County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx, speaking of
neighborhoods affected by violence and the need for
authorities to stay engaged with them

ment’s permission to
speak. “It’s a dangerous
thing to be a murder wit-
ness in the neighborhood
where the murders are
taking place.”

Asiaha Butler, an Engle-
wood community leader
who has worked closely
with the local police com-
mander, said trusting the
police does not come as
easily as it sounds. She
noted the difference be-
tween officers assigned to
the Chicago Alternative
Policing Strategy program,
known as CAPS, and regu-
lar street cops.

“I have a great relation-
ship with our CAPS de-
partment, but our CAPS
department are not the
ones who are riding down
and patrolling our streets,”

seriously,” said Charles
Wellford, a professor of
criminology at the Uni-
versity of Maryland. “It’s
not something that is done
overnight. Tt is more like a
constant presence. ... It’s
not just attending a meet-
ing. It’s working together,
sharing information.”

Foxx said the struggle to
clear cases should be a
reminder to everyone in
the criminal justice system
that neighborhoods af-
fected by violence need
constant attention from
policymakers and law en-
forcement — including her
own prosecutors.

“The attention they re-
ceive outside of tragedies
has to be equal to when
something like this hap-
pens,” Foxx said. “We can’t

just show up when we
think you are going to be a
witness to a crime. We have
to be at the block parties
when there is not violence
happening. That is some-
thing we build over time,
and there has to be demon-
strable movement toward
that middle (ground).”

The effort to find those
responsible for the week-
end’s shootings is just
underway. But experts
agree that the initial 48 to
72 hours — particularly in
homicide investigations —
is critical. Witness recol-
lection is best then. Sus-
pects may still be in the
area. And any physical evi-
dence is fresh.

That no one was in
custody for any of the
dozen homicides reflected
Chicago’s struggles, Well-
ford said. “It certainly
wouldn’t occur in high-
performing” police depart-
ments, he said.

But the experts also em-
phasized that a caseload of
three to six homicides at a
time allows detectives time
to track leads and wit-
nesses. Detective division
sources interviewed by the
Tribune spoke of tracking
as many as 10 cases at a
time.

It’'s been nearly two
years since 32-year-old De-
marco Kennedy was killed
in the dining room of his
Far South Side apartment
by an apparent stray bullet
that traveled through a
window. So far, no arrests
have been made.

On Tuesday, his sister-
in-law, Vannessa Davis,
said in a phone interview
that at least one of Ken-
nedy’s relatives still keeps
in touch with detectives.
Solving the case would
require a witness to come
forward or other evidence
to come to light, she said.

“We as a family have
made peace,” Davis said,
but every anniversary of
Kennedy’s death “reopens
old wounds.”

Overworked detectives
must constantly shift their
attention elsewhere, she
said. “People, they’re under
the no-snitching act. Who-
ever did this is pretending
to go on with their life.”

Chicago Tribune’s David
Heinzmann contributed.

asweeney@chicagotribune.com
Jjgorner@chicagotribune.com

Pritzker blames
Rauner for jump
in city shootings

Challenger, accused
of politicizing issue,
cites service cuts

BY RICK PEARSON
Chicago Tribune

Democratic governor
candidate J.B. Pritzker said
Tuesday that GOP Gov.
Bruce Rauner was to blame
for Chicago’s gun violence
epidemic, saying an uptick
in shootings across the state
coincided with the state’s
historic budget impasse and
inability to fund social serv-
ice programs.

Rauner’s campaign
countered by calling Pritzk-
er’s remarks a “shameful”
attempt to politicize the
problems in the city’s most
crime-ridden neighbor-
hoods.

Speaking to reporters
outside an unrelated event,
Pritzker stopped short of
any criticism of Mayor
Rahm Emanuel or offering
a major quick-fix to avoid
another outbreak of vi-
olence similar to last week-
end, which saw at least 74
people shot and 12 people
killed. He encouraged an
injection of funding for on-
the-street violence inter-
ruption groups in the short
term.

“I'm just reminding you
that it is that massive de-
funding that occurred and
the unwillingness and, you
know, lack of responsibility
that this governor has taken
for the defunding of our
human services that has led
to this problem,” Pritzker
said.

“It’s not like it happened
only one time. It’s been
happening consistently
over the last few years, and
look at the timeline,” he
said. “It’s true that our
(increased) violence around
the state of Illinois, not just
the city of Chicago, has been
almost concurrent with the
defunding of those services
that people rely upon.
Those are their connection
to civilized society, and
when they’re gone and they
close down, you can’t snap
your fingers and put ’em
back”

Rauner campaign
spokesman Will Allison re-
sponded by saying, “It’s
shameful that Pritzker is
playing politics with chal-
lenges Chicago has faced
for decades due to a lack of
opportunity in neighbor-
hoods across the city, and in
recent years, a crisis of
confidence in City Hall.”

Allison said Rauner has
“worked hand-in-hand
with the Illinois State Police
to increase public safety”
and went beyond the direct
crime issue to point to
efforts to encourage and
improve minority represen-
tation in state contracting
and entrepreneurship.

Pritzker has regularly
criticized Rauner for the
budget impasse that effec-
tively ended after more than
two years in July 2017 when
a group of Republicans
joined majority Democrats
in the legislature to override
the governor’s veto of a tax
hike and budget package.

The impasse pitted
Rauner’s efforts to change
state laws to favor busi-
nesses and weaken organ-
ized labor against a Demo-

cratic-led General Assem-
bly supporting its union
allies.

In 2013 and 2014, the
years before Rauner took
office, the number of homi-
cides in Chicago dropped to
levels not seen since the
1960s with 420 and 415
killings in those years re-
spectively. In 2015, Rauner’s
first year as governor and
the first six months of the
budget impasse, the num-
ber of homicides grew to
468 before surging to 750 in
2016 — a level that had not
been seen in two decades.

In 2017, there were about
650 homicides. Through
the first half of this year,
Chicago was on pace for a
double-digit drop in the
number of homicides com-
pared with last year but still
on track to far outpace the
numbers in 2013 and 2014,
statistics compiled by the
Chicago Tribune showed.

During the impasse, criti-
cal safety net social services
were sharply reduced or
eliminated due to the lack of
state funding. Some activ-
ists have contended the
absence of money also
curbed the work of violence
interruption groups.

“When you defund those
programs by not passing a
budget for two years, veto-
ing a third year of a budget,
and not prioritizing the in-
terruption of gun violence
and the human services
necessary, then gun vi-
olence will increase,”
Pritzker said.

Pritzker said “violence
interruption on the streets”
is probably the quickest way
to address the gun issue.
“These are all things that
can be deployed if the state
will have funds available
and make funds available
for those. Those are things
that can happen this week-
end, next weekend and
should happen on a consis-
tent basis.”

Joined at a West Loop
roundtable on equal pay for
African-American women
by running mate state Rep.
Juliana Stratton, Pritzker
acknowledged that “if it’s a
question about whether this
is an emergency or whether
this is urgent, the answer is

absolutely yes”
But in response to a
reporter’s question,

Pritzker and Stratton re-
turned to a frequent theme
of their campaign, dis-
cussing long-term solutions
such as tougher gun laws
and rebuilding and expand-
ing the social service safety
net as well as helping to
foster economic devel-
opment and jobs in impov-
erished communities.

“In terms of this specific
weekend, it’s nothing that’s
just going to be a Band-Aid
approach,” Stratton said.
“We have to make sure
there’s investment, and that
requires a long-term vision
for these communities.”

But when asked about
the quality of Emanuel’s
response to gun violence or
the mayor’s first-term deci-
sion to close half the city’s
mental health clinics,
Pritzker’s campaign fo-
cused on Rauner.

“Everybody should be
doing more,” Stratton ulti-
mately acknowledged.

rap30@aol.com

Appeal after violent weekend: ‘Can we please come together’

BY GREGORY PRATT
Chicago Tribune

Last weekend’s intense
violence continued domi-
nating the political discus-
sion in Chicago on Tuesday
as a group of black elected
officials and community
leaders stood alongside the
state’s Republican Party
chairman to call for com-
munity investment and so-
cial change.

Together, a large group
organized by U.S. Rep.
Danny Davis met inside the
Cook County government
building to discuss last
weekend’s staggering vi-
olence.

State Sen. Mattie Hunter,
D-Chicago, said the city,
county, federal and state
governments “have not put
together a major economic
development plan to ad-
dress the issues out here in
the community;” but should.

“Can we please come
together as one to address
these issues so that we can
stop the slaughter that is
constantly going on in our
streets?” she said.

This past weekend, Chi-
cago witnessed at least 74
people shot, 12 fatally, be-
tween 3 p.m. Friday and 6
am. Monday. The victims
ranged in age from 11 to 62.

The tally marked the
city’s largest amount of gun
violence in any single week-
end since at least 2016, the
year in which homicides hit
a level unseen for two dec-
ades.

Sunday included more
victims shot in a single day
since at least January 2012,
a few months after the
Chicago Tribune began
tracking every shooting in
Chicago.

The fallout continued
Tuesday. The hourlong
news conference, which in-

cluded many of Mayor
Rahm Emanuel’s allies,
sprawled as different speak-
ers touched on a wide
variety of issues that con-
tribute to violence.

Ald. Michael Scott Jr,
24th, highlighted the im-
portance of church and
family. “It starts at home”

Ald. Walter Burnett Jr.,
27th, condemned drugs and
their profits as “blood mon-
ey” and said people in his
community shouldn’t look
away when their children
come home with fancy
shoes the adults know they
didn’t give them the money
to buy. “There’s too many
blind eyes in our communi-

Davis, a Chicago Democ-
rat, said the crime environ-
ment in Chicago has been
“years in coming” due to
“neglect” and linked neigh-
borhood poverty with city
shootings. “People not hav-

ing enough space. People
not having enough food.
People not getting the type
of education that they need
to get,” Davis said. “People
who aren’t sure of what the

next day is going to bring

them. People who've lost
hope, who’ve given up on
their government.”

Ald. Emma Mitts, 37th,
said the violence is “nothing
new” and officials are
searching for a solution to a
problem that started “prob-
ably longbefore Iwas born.”
She highlighted a jobs pro-
gram in her community that
helps get jobs for youths.
“These young men out on
the street that have been
doing a lot of terrorizing are
now getting a paycheck
going to work,” she said.

Timothy Schneider, the
Republican chairman and a
Cook County commis-
sioner, said the issue is not
just a “South Side” or “West

Side” problem but a “Cook
County problem.” He said
the county has “fallen
short” in providing public
safety. “The children in
these areas deserve to be as
safe in their playground, on
their sidewalks and in their
homes just like the children
in Schaumburg, Hoffman
Estates, Elk Grove Village or
anywhere in (my) district in
Cook County” Schneider
said.

Democratic Cook
County Commissioner
Richard Boykin said he
plans to introduce an ordi-
nance with Schneider and
Commissioner Dennis
Deer, another Democrat, to
accelerate a program that
gives transportation grants
to companies that take peo-
ple from the inner city to the
suburbs for jobs.

Mostly, the speakers ad-
dressed issues and didn’t
directly criticize individual

politicians for the problems.
But Janette Wilson, repre-
senting the Rainbow/PUSH
Coalition, addressed Eman-
uel, Gov. Bruce Rauner and
other officials by saying
there is a “values problem”
in the state.

“It is a systemic problem
of racism and values that
have caused an allocation of
resources to not reach (en-
dangered communities),”
she said.

“There’s a values prob-
lem when you can provide
resources to Lollapalooza,
and we’re not certain those
same kind of allocation of
resources will be available
to (endangered communi-
ties),” Wilson said, or the
upcoming Bud Billiken Pa-
rade, a longtime traditional
back-to-school parade on
the South Side.

gpratt@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @royalpratt
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Stan Mikita competes for the Blackhawks against the Boston Bruins on Jan. 16,1974. Mikita, who played for the Hawks for 21 seasons of his NHL career, died Tuesday at 78.

Hawks’ all-time top scorer dies

Mikita, from Page 1

play was unique. He had great
skills and drive and passion. He
was hardworking. He was unself-
ish.

“He was a superstar”

The little man who came from
the little town of Sokolce in what
then was Czechoslovakia and be-
came one of the biggest superstars
of the NHL and the Chicago
sports galaxy died surrounded by
his family.

The family said in statement
that details of services will be
announced later. “We respectfully
ask for privacy at this time;” the
family said.

In January 2015, Mikita’s family
said he had been “diagnosed with
Lewy body dementia” a prog-
ressive disease with symptoms
similar to those of Parkinson’s or
Alzheimer’s.

He is survived by his wife, Jill, a
native of Berwyn whom he mar-
ried on April 27, 1963, and their
four children, Meg, Scott, Jane
and Christopher.

“Stan Mikita lived a remarkable
life and was a wonderful man,
respected and revered by so
many,” NHL Commissioner Gary
Bettman said in a statement. “One
of the greatest players in NHL
history ... a Chicago icon, he was a
pioneer of the game”

Mayor Rahm Emanuel said in a
statement: “Stan Mikita was a
Chicago original. One of the great-
est players ever to take the ice, this
product of war-torn Czechoslo-
vakia immigrated with his family
to Canada before making his mark
— and his home — in Chicago. His
fierce competitiveness and tough-
ness belied a creative and innova-
tive style that made him a fan
favorite. Amy’s and my thoughts
are with the Mikita family, and the
Chicago hockey community, as we
say farewell to this icon.”

Like Ernie Banks of the Cubs
and Walter Payton of the Bears,
Mikita spent his entire profes-
sional career in Chicago and is
remembered as one of its sports
icons.

“T’d just as soon be remembered
as an athlete who was part of the
community;” he once told former
Tribune columnist Bob Verdi.
“Chicago after all is my home”

In 21 seasons, Mikita set fran-
chise records that still stand with
1,396 regular-season games, 1,467
points, 926 assists and a plus-329
rating. His 541 goals rank second
behind his junior hockey and
Hawks teammate Bobby Hull’s
604.

When the 20-year-old Mikita
and 22-year-old Hull led the
Blackhawks to the 1961 Stanley
Cup championship, Mikita scored
six goals and led all players in the
playoffs with 15 assists and 21
points in 12 games.

In Hull’s opinion: “Pound for
pound Stan had to be one of the
greatest who ever played, and he
was a player who always came to
play'»

Mikita stood 5-foot-9, and his
weight ranged from 160 to 169
pounds.

Known for his easy skating
style, deceptive moves and stick-
handling guile, he had an uncanny
ability to set up scoring chances
for his teammates, and he excelled
at winning faceoffs.

His offensive attributes made it

e

N

AN\L
NN

CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Mikita at the unveiling of his statue at the United Center in 20TI.

easy to overlook his defensive
ability. One season when the NHL
had a 70-game schedule, his line
was on the ice for only seven
even-strength opponents’ goals.

Mikita earned the Hart Trophy
as the NHL’s Most Valuable Player
in 1967 and ’68, the Art Ross
Trophy as the league’s leading
scorer in 1964, 65,67 and ’68, and
the Lady Byng Trophy for sports-
manship and gentlemanly play in
1967 and ’68. He was the first
player to win all three trophies in
one year and the only player to
win all three in consecutive years.

He was inducted into the
Hockey Hall of Fame in 1983, the
same year as Hull.

“Unbelievable competitor,” said
Tony Esposito, a Hall of Fame
goaltender and Mikita’s teammate
for 11 seasons. “Even when he was
close to 40 years old he still was
one of our best players. We didn’t
have a very good team in those
days. It was unbelievable how he
could keep that intensity. He was
tough as a player, really tough.”

That toughness manifested it-
self game in and game out. Playing
with injuries was the norm for
Mikita during a career that began
when he appeared in three games
as an 18-year-old in 1958-59. His
back pain sometimes was excruci-
ating, and it finally forced him into
retirement after the 1979-80 sea-
son, in which he played only 17
games.

“I roomed with Stan on the
road for 10 years and saw first-
hand the aches and pains he had
to deal with,” said former linemate
Cliff Koroll. “With a little body like
his and what he went through, it’s
amazing he lasted that long at the
highest level”

During the 1971 playoffs, when
the Blackhawks went to the sev-
enth game of the Stanley Cup

Final before losing to the Canadi-
ens, Mikita suffered a severely
injured right middle finger when
it was struck by a stick. He could
barely hold his stick, and it seemed
he would be lost for the rest of the
playoffs.

Amazingly, Mikita kept playing.
He would reveal years later that —
without the team doctor’s knowl-
edge — a private physician who
was a friend injected the finger
with Novocain before the next
game, then sat next to the bench
and froze the finger whenever the
pain returned. Mikita estimated
he received 20 injections.

Mikita’s dedication to contrib-
uting to the community was as
steadfast as his commitment to his
team.

A lesson that made a lifelong
impression on Koroll came after a
practice when he and Keith Mag-
nuson were rookies and Mikita
and Hull told them, “You guys are
coming with us”

The rookies thought they were
going to have lunch and a few
beers. Instead they went to a
charity event at a nearby church,
where they signed autographs and
had their pictures taken.

“This is part of your obligation
as a hockey player;” Mikita and
Hull told them. “You have to give
back to the community.”

Mikita’s creativity in finding
ways to give back was akin to his
ability to produce points.

Lex Tiahnybik, the son of Miki-
ta’s friend Irv Tiahnybik, was born
partially deaf. Lex’s special needs
as a young man inspired Mikita to
start a hockey school for the deaf
at the ice arena in Northbrook and
enlist his teammates as fellow
teachers. The school was held
annually and evolved into the
American Hearing Impaired
Hockey Association.

A
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Mikita shows off the puck with
which he scored his 500th
career goal on Feb. 27.1977.

“This has become an important
part of my life” Mikita once
reflected. “We call it a hockey
school, but it’s really a whole lot
more than that. The way I look at
it, these kids have been rejected so
many times in their lives. You
know how cruel kids can be. We
like to think we can help them
believe in themselves.”

Because of his life experiences,
Mikita could identify with kids
who felt scorned and rejected.

Born on May 20, 1940, Stanislav
Gvoth came to Canada at 8 to live
with his mother’s oldest brother,
Joe Mikita, and his wife Anna in
St. Catharines, Ontario. Young
Stan was given the last name of the
uncle who adopted him.

When Mikita arrived in the
English-speaking province of On-
tario, he didn’t know a word of
English. The boy, who as a man
would speak the language fluently
and with no trace of an accent, felt
out of place: “I was miserable for a
while”

But Mikita found something
that could fill the void in his life
and win him acceptance, and that
something was hockey. His intro-
duction to the game came when
he began playing on the street
with a rubber ball serving as the
puck on the pavement. When he
was 9, he learned to skate and
began playing ice hockey.

By the time Mikita was a
teenager, two things had become
clear: He was an intense competi-
tor, and he was a natural athlete.
In addition to hockey, he played
football, soccer and lacrosse.

“I think the first time I saw Stan
Mikita he was across the rink from
me in St. Catharines” Hull remi-
nisced. “I was playing for the St.
Catharines Teepees’ junior team
and he was on the midget team. I’'d
heard he was pretty good.

“I didn’t get to see much of him
till the next year when he moved
up to junior. We played on the
same line, and we were school-
mates. We played football to-
gether. We played soccer together.
We double-dated together. We
were a close tandem.”

They were separated in1957-58,
when Hull went to the Black-
hawks and Mikita remained with
the Teepees, and reunited in
1959-60 when Mikita played his
first full season in the NHL.

Skating on different lines, they
led the Hawks to their Stanley
Cup conquest the following sea-
son. They remained the most
dynamic duo in the NHL until
1972, when a $1 million signing
bonus and a $250,000 yearly
salary enticed Hull to jump to

Winnipeg of the upstart World
Hockey Association.

Mikita was offered $1.5 million
over five years to play for the
Chicago Cougars of the WHA —
much more money than he was
making in the NHL — but he
accepted what he described as “a
nice raise” and stayed with the
Hawks.

Although Mikita’s fame came
because of his hockey achieve-
ments, he also was an exceptional
golfer. He carded three eagles
while shooting a 34-34—68 in
qualifying for the State Amateur
Championship in 1972. In 1979, he
won both the medal- and match-
play championships at Kemper
Lakes in Long Grove, where he
would spend time working as a
golf pro after retiring from hockey.

For all the intensity and com-
mitment Mikita brought to his
athletic endeavors, and for all he
accomplished, he always kept the
games he played in perspective.

After the Hawks were swept
from the playoffs one year, a
reporter asked Mikita how it felt
to be “killed” in four straight.

“Not very good, but then again
while we were playing games here
tonight I wonder how many guys
really were killed in Vietnam,”
Mikita answered.

After retiring, Mikita attended
Hawks games regularly, slipping
in and out of Chicago Stadium and
then the United Center, exchang-
ing pleasantries with fans, trying
to enjoy a little hockey.

“But it wasn’t a happy feeling,”
Mikita said. “There was always
something pulling you back.”

The bad vibes had nothing to do
with the hockey, but rather a
culture that had turned away not
only much of the team’s fan base
but also some of its biggest stars,
including Mikita, whose retired
No. 21 hangs from the United
Center rafters.

In 2008, Mikita and Hull were
officially brought back into the
family (and onto the payroll) as
“official club ambassadors.”

What did that mean to Mikita?

“It means after all the sweat and
blood and operations we’ve put in
for the Indian head, you're wel-
comed back in the fold, no longer
ostracized the way we have been
for the last 28 years,” Mikita said.
“We weren't really wanted there,
according to some people.”

Mikita was one of many im-
pressed by the Hawks’ turn-
around, which began when Rocky
Wirtz took over the chairmanship
from his late father, Bill, in 2008
and continued when Rocky lured
John McDonough away from the
Cubs to become team president.

“To be successful, there has to
be some harmony, there has to be
happiness among everybody, and
that includes the ticket office, the
PR department, the guys selling
beer;” Mikita said.

Unlike his predecessors,
McDonough understood how im-
portant it was for the franchise’s
biggest names to feel welcome.

“At a certain time, you have to
lay down your swords and say no
more grievances,” McDonough
said in’08.

Chicago Tribune’s Joe Knowles
contributed.

Neil Milbert is a freelance reporter
for the Chicago Tribune.
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Church summit
Hybels once ran
loses supporters

Summit, from Page 1

ees — that spanned decades.
Women have continued to
come forward with allega-
tions, including his former
executive assistant. The
New York Times reported
this week that she said she
was sexually harassed and
fondled by the pastor over
two years.

The Tribune investiga-
tion also revealed that the
association in 2014 ac-
cepted the church elders’
findings of no wrongdoing
in the allegations they ex-
amined and didn’t do its
own investigation, even
when additional allegations
surfaced. Three board
members resigned in pro-
test. Compassion Interna-
tional, a Christian humani-
tarian aid organization and
longtime summit sponsor,
also withdrew its support.

“We'd like to see the
largely constructive witness
of Bill Hybels, the Willow
Creek Church, and its asso-
ciation continue,” wrote the
Rev. Dan Meyer, pastor of
Christ Church in Oak
Brook, which was one of the
first churches to cancel its
participation. “But, given
the high identification be-
tween Bill and GLS confer-
ence, this year we are taking
a purposeful pause.

“If we are to be followers
of Jesus, then we need to
care greatly for the voices of
women, as well as men,”
Meyer said. “That’s why
we’re stopping to listen.”

Tom De Vries, president
of the association, said
through a spokesman that
no one on his staff would
grant interviews to the
Tribune, which first re-
ported allegations against
Hybels including suggestive
comments, extended hugs,
an unwanted kiss and invi-
tations to hotel rooms.
There also was an allegation
of a prolonged consensual
affair with a married wom-
an who later recanted, the

newspaper found.

In response to written
questions, the association
released a statement ac-
knowledging the hole left
by Hybels’ exit.

“Certainly, Bill Hybels
played a strongrole with the
Summit and the allegations
made against him, as well as
his resulting resignation
from Willow Creek and the
WCA, have impacted par-
ticipation,” it said.

Since Hybels’ departure,
pastors of the South Bar-
rington church have issued
public apologies and elders
have acknowledged that
they “now believe Bill en-
tered into areas of sin re-
lated to the allegations that
have been brought forth.”

Association leaders have
issued no apologies. In-
stead, the international con-
stellation of 11,000-plus
churches in recent weeks
has distanced itself from the
Hybels and the Willow
Creek brands, scrubbing
images of Hybels from the
summit’s promotional ma-
terials and promoting itself
online as the Global Leader-
ship Network. On Monday,
after the Times article, De
Vries wrote to host sites to
remind them Hybels’ “en-
gagement was completely
severed in early April”

“He has had no involve-
ment with the 2018 Summit
or Willow Creek Associ-
ation since, and there is no
path for him to return,” De
Vries wrote.

But until Monday, a road
back to the summit seemed
possible. This past spring,
the association sent sales
representatives to churches
to convince them to remain
host sites. One pastor, a
longtime host of the summit
who did not want to be
identified for fear of damag-
ing the church’s relation-
ship with the association,
said the salesman insisted
the women had a vendetta
against Hybels and lied.

One of those women,

ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Bill Hybels founded Willow Creek and its leadership summit. Guests are now dropping out due to his alleged harassment.

“If we are to be
followers of
Jesus, then we
need to care
greatly for the
voices of women,
as well as men.”

— the Rev. Dan Meyer,
pastor of Christ Church
in Oak Brook

Vonda Dyer, a former direc-
tor of the church’s vocal
ministry, told the Tribune
that Hybels called her to his
hotel suite on a trip to
Sweden in 1998, unexpect-
edly kissed her and sug-
gested they could lead Wil-
low Creek together. When
she heard what salespeople
were saying, she asked De
Vries for a public retraction
and apology. He asked for
more time.

“The WCA cannot claim
to be innocent in this situa-
tion, as they have perpetu-
ated the false narrative
coming from Willow Creek
about the women from the
beginning,” Dyer said. “To
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this point, they have done
nothing to make it right.”

Pastors whose churches
are serving as host sites say
the association has offered
them the option of sharing a
brief live announcement to
acknowledge the contro-
versy and explain why the
summit did not take a hia-
tus. Inaletter to host sites in
May, De Vries said mobili-
zing Christians and maxi-
mizing the power of church
ministries remained the
summit’s focus.

“There is no question
that Bill has had a signifi-
cant impact on this min-
istry, but the Summit has
never been about one per-
son,” wrote De Vries and the
board chairman, Dick De-
Vos. DeVos is the husband
of Betsy DeVos, U.S. secre-
tary of education in the
Trump administration.

Still, more than 100
churches across the US.
and internationally have
canceled plans to host the
summit, including Hillsong
Australia, a prominent
megachurch in Sydney. Five
speakers also have dropped
out, including author Dan-
iel Pink, who recently was
added to fill a sudden void.
WCA said most of the
churches that canceled
were first-time participants.

At Vineyard Cincinnati
Church, leaders decided to
end the church’s 14-year
run of broadcasting the
summit and examine its
own policies and pro-
cedures. In a statement, the
church said it hoped that if
similar allegations surfaced
there, leaders would have
the “moral courage to deal
with it in total transparency
and with swift justice.”

“We have literally wept
for the congregation at Wil-
low Creek Church and the
women who have come for-
ward,” the statement said.
“We pray the leadership at
Willow Creek will do the
right thing for the sake of the
women involved, and for the
integrity of the church”

At Grace Church in Cape
Coral, Fla., the lead pastor,
Jorge Acevedo, said the
allegations against Hybels, a
personal friend, left him
“disappointed and devas-
tated” Hosting the summit,
he said, would put his own
church’s integrity at risk, he
told congregants in a letter.

“After careful and prayer-
ful consideration, your pas-
tors are concerned that
even with Bill’s absence at
the summit, the unresolved

accusations create a cloud
of suspicion over the Sum-
mit,” he wrote.

Some church leadership
experts say it wasn’t the
allegations against Hybels
that cast a cloud over the
summit. It was the associa-
tion’s decision to minimize
Hybels’ role and move on
with business as usual. It’s
also been the prominent
church’s shifting response,
they say. Church elders ini-
tially defended Hybels, who
called the allegations mis-
leading or “flat-out lies.”
They then offered a limited
apology for dismissing all of
the women’s concerns as
lies. Last month, the
church’s pastors and elders
issued public apologies.

This week, lead teaching
pastor Steve Carter an-
nounced his resignation,
and the church and associ-
ation announced the cre-
ation of an advisory council
of outside leaders to con-
duct what they called an
“independent” investiga-
tion of the allegations. The
church did not release the
names of council members
nor their relationship with
the church or Hybels. Lead
pastor Heather Larson did
acknowledge the difficulty
of finding people who
would participate, given the
negative publicity.

Andy Rowell, a ministry
leadership professor at
Bethel Seminary in St. Paul,
Minn., said he has attended
almost every summit since
1995. He often shows clips
of the conference to semi-
narians and cites Hybels in
class. He is now searching
for new class material. He
wishes the association had
better modeled repentance.
His Minneapolis church,
along with several others in
the area, has canceled its
broadcast of the summit.

“Many sites have pulled
out this year because it is
unappetizing to receive
leadership training from a
group that is downplaying
the misconduct of its leader
with half-truths,” he said.

For more than two dec-
ades, the summit has served
as an evangelical tool by
convening a mix of Chris-
tian and secular leaders to
share best practices focused
on helping the world in-
stead of making more mon-
ey. It also coaches church
leaders to apply smart busi-
ness principles and think in
new ways. As master of
ceremonies, Hybels skill-
fully connected the secular

messages with Christian
principles, Rowell said. The
pastor would invite audi-
ences who wanted to deep-
en their faith to apply these
principles in their work-
place or come to church.

But Rowell said that by
not publicly accepting its
role in the scandal, the
association has undermined
the summit’s credibility.

“It’s hard to take seri-
ously the leadership con-
tent,” Rowell said. “After all
we've heard about conflict
resolution and good com-
munication and good ac-
countability, now when it’s
their turn, they’re just say-
ing, ‘I think the church is
goingtolook into it. It sends
the wrong message to non-
Christians, too, that ‘Oh
wow. I see how it really
works’ — that more or less
the leader, the CEO here, is
what is most important and
everything else isn’t, includ-
ing the people who he
didn’t treat well.”

Likewise, the Rev. Cord
Bear, executive pastor of
Tomoka Christian Church
in the Daytona Beach, Fla.,
area, said he could not wait
to serve as a host site for the
first time. But when market-
ing was delayed because
brochures had to be re-
designed without Hybels’
image, the church bowed
out. Bear, originally from
southern Illinois, does not
understand why the associ-
ation didn’t immediately
launch an independent in-
vestigation.

“Willow Creek is too big
to have a mom-and-pop
mentality;” he said.

Manassas Baptist Church
in northern Virginia will
continue to host the summit
but in a smaller, more inti-
mate venue. Its senior pas-
tor, David Donahue, said
that the reduction in size
has nothing to do with the
controversy, though it has
come up in conversations
about the event.

“From our perspective,
we felt the Willow associ-
ation handled it as well as
could be expected,” he said.
“They had been good to us
in the past, and we needed
to maintain our partner-
ship. We understand Bill
Hybels has been a gifted
person. Whatever mistakes
happened, those mistakes
happened. We are in the
business of redemption and
restoration.”

mbrachear@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @TribSeeker

Found skeletal remains identified

Match made with
Aurora man who
went missing in ’15

By MEGAN JONES
The Beacon-News

Skeletal remains found
along the Fox River on
Saturday were identified as
those of an Aurora man who
has been missing since De-
cember 2015.

The remains were posi-
tively identified as those of
Trey Nathan Key Soesbe,
according to a news release
from the Kendall County
coroner’s office.

Aurora police said
Soesbe, 27, was last seen by a
family member Dec. 29,
2015, when he was dropped
off at Hesed House, a home-
less shelter in Aurora. He
didn’t register and did not
spend a night there.

The investigation will
continue with the assist-
ance of the Kendall County

sheriff’s office, the
Aurora Police De-
partment and a
forensic an-
thropologist from
Loyola University.

The remains
were found on an
island in the Fox
River between Mont-
gomery and Oswego by a
kayaker doing a Fox River
cleanup over the weekend.

Ryan Dowd, executive di-
rector of Hesed House, said
the home’s database
showed Soesbe stopped in
for lunch once, but that was
the extent of his involve-
ment at the facility.

“I never met him myself,
but we talk to a lot of
families with loved ones
that struggle, and this is
obviously the greatest fear
for many of those family
members,” Dowd said.

State Rep. Stephanie Ki-
fowit, D-Oswego, said she
met Soesbe and his father in
2014 while she was out

Soesbe

campaigning.
Soesbe had previ-
ously served in the
Army National
Guard and had a
master’s degree in
political science
from Northern Illi-
nois University, she
said. Soesbe was looking for
a job in the political science
field after he was let go from
his previous job.

“He mentioned he was a
veteran, and we had a great
conversation about military
service,” said Kifowit, a
Marine Corps veteran.

Kifowit said she received
emails from Soesbe’s father
after Soesbe disappeared
that shed light on his strug-
gles with bipolar disorder
and alcoholism.

Aurora police spokesman
Dan Ferrelli said the depart-
ment will not discuss the
case further out of respect
for the family’s wishes.

mejones@chicagotribune.com
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Manafort team targets Gates’ ‘lies’

Protege admits to embezzlement and affair
in former Trump campaign chairman’s trial

BY ERIC TUCKER,
MATTHEW BARAKAT
AND CHAD DAY
Associated Press

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — In
blistering questioning, a de-
fense lawyer accused the
protege of former Trump
campaign chairman Paul
Manafort of being im-
mersed in “so many lies,” he
can’t remember them all, as
he tried to under-
mine the credibility
of the government’s
star witness in
Manafort’s fraud
trial.

Defense lawyer
Kevin Downing be-
gan his cross-ex-
amination of long-
time Manafort dep-
uty Rick Gates by
pressing him on his
own lies to special
counsel Robert
Mueller’s investiga-
tors, an extramar-
ital affair and hun-
dreds of thousands
of dollars he admitted to
embezzling from his former
boss.

Downing also ventured
into territory both sides had
agreed to avoid: discussion
of Donald Trump’s presi-
dential campaign. The
charges are not related to
Manafort’s work with the
Trump campaign.

The aggressive question-
ing was aimed at shifting
blame from Manafort onto
Gates, who pleaded guilty in
Mueller’s investigation and
agreed to cooperate with
investigators by testifying in
the financial fraud trial.

“After all the lies you've
told and the fraud you've
committed, you expect this

Gates

Manafort

jury to believe you?” Down-
ing asked incredulously.

Gates said he did, but the
defense lawyer wasn’t satis-
fied. He scoffed at the idea
that Gates had repented for
his actions, noting that
prosecutors have said they
won’t oppose his bid for
probation and getting him
to acknowledge he had not
repaid the money he had
taken from Manafort.

After Gates de-
scribed his theft as
“unauthorized
transactions” in-
stead of embezzle-
ment, Downing
prodded him to use
the latter term —
and Gates ulti-
mately relented,
saying, “It was em-
bezzlement from
Mr. Manafort”

Prosecutors had
braced for the
tough questioning
by getting Gates to
come clean about
his own crimes. He
told jurors how he disguised
millions of dollars in foreign
income as loans in order to
lower Manafort’s tax bill.
Gates recounted how he
and Manafort used more
than a dozen offshore shell
companies and bank ac-
counts in Cyprus to funnel
the money, all while con-
cealing the accounts and
the income from the IRS.

But the grilling got more
intense, and personal, Tues-
day when Downing pressed
Gates about a “secret life”
he said was funded by
embezzlement, including
an extramarital affair that
Gates himself acknowl-
edged. He also said he may
have submitted personal ex-

WIN MCNAMEE/GETTY

Defense lawyer Kevin Downing, center, leaves the courthouse Tuesday in Alexandria, Va.

penses for reimbursement
by Trump’s inaugural com-
mittee, which he helped
operate.

After Gates struggled to
recall precisely what he had
told Mueller’s team, Down-
ing asked if he had been
confronted with “so many
lies” that he can’t keep his
story straight.

Downing at one point
asked whether Mueller’s in-
vestigators had interviewed
Gates about his role in the
campaign, prompting an
objection from prosecutors
and a sidebar conference
with U.S. District Judge T.S.
Ellis III. The defense
moved on. Both sides have
agreed to limit discussion of
the campaign to avoid prej-
udicing the jury, though
they did permit testimony
about the overlap of a bank
loan with Manafort’s role in
the Trump election effort.

Gates implicated himself
in broad criminal conduct
on the stand, an apparent

strategic decision by prose-
cutors to take some of the
steam out of defense ques-
tioning. He told jurors he
embezzled from Manafort
by filing false expense re-
ports. He also said he com-
mitted credit card and
mortgage fraud, falsified a
letter for a colleague in-
volved in an investment
deal and made false state-
ments in a deposition at
Manafort’s direction.

Prosecutors summoned
Gates to give jurors the
first-hand account of a co-
conspirator they say helped
Manafort carry out an
elaborate offshore tax-eva-
sion and bank fraud
scheme. Gates testified that
he and Manafort knew they
were committing crimes for
years, saying they had stash-
ed money in foreign bank
accounts and falsified bank
loan documents.

“In Cyprus, they were
documented as loans. In
reality, it was basically mon-

ey moving between ac-
counts,” Gates said.

Manafort and Gates were
the first two people indicted
in Mueller’s investigation
into potential ties between
Russia and the Trump cam-
paign. Gates pleaded guilty
months later and agreed to
cooperate in Mueller’s in-
vestigation of Manafort, the
only American charged by
the special counsel to opt
for trial instead of a guilty
plea.

The case has little to do
with either man’s work for
the Trump campaign and
there’s been no discussion
during the trial about
whether the Trump elec-
tion effort coordinated with
Russia — the central ques-
tion Mueller’s team has
tried to answer. But Trump
has shown interest in the
proceedings, tweeting sup-
port for Manafort.

On Tuesday, Gates did
connect one part of the
bank fraud charges against

Manafort to his role in the
Trump campaign.

He said Manafort asked
for tickets to Trump’s inau-
guration so he could give
them to abanker involved in
approving a loan at the
center of his financial fraud
trial. Gates also said Mana-
fort floated Chicago-based
banker Stephen Calk’s
name for consideration as
Secretary of the Army, a
post he ultimately did not
get. The email exchange
occurred after Manafort left
the Trump campaign but
while Gates was active on
the Trump inauguration
committee.

Gates described to jurors
how he repeatedly submit-
ted fake financial docu-
ments at Manafort’s behest
as his former boss became
concerned he was paying
too much in taxes and, later,
that his funds were drying
up.

In other testimony, Gates
recounted how he con-
verted a PDF of a profit-
and-loss statement to a
Microsoft Word document
so he could doctor it to
inflate the business’ income.
Gates also fabricated a for-
giveness letter for what he
said was already a fake loan
between Manafort’s con-
sulting company and a Cyp-
riot entity he controlled.

Prosecutor Greg Andres
pointed out he had created a
“loan forgiveness letter be-
tween Mr. Manafort and
Mr. Manafort”

“Yes,” Gates agreed.

During the testimony,
Manafort did not stare
Gates down as he did Mon-
day. When the trial broke
for lunch, Manafort looked
back at his wife, smiled and
winked at her, followed by a
shake of his head, seeming
to indicate he was unfazed
by the morning’s testimony.

Primaries offer peek
at political landscape

Ohio race between Trump pick, Dem challenger too close to call

BY STEVE PEOPLES
AND JULIE CARR SMYTH
Associated Press

WESTERVILLE, Ohio —
Battleground Ohio was de-
ciding the year’s final spe-
cial election Tuesday, a con-
gressional faceoff that
tested anew President Don-
ald Trump’s political clout
— and the appeal of his
signature tax cuts.

With election officials in
Ohio done counting Tues-
day night, Republican Troy
Balderson held a slight lead
over Democrat Danny
O’Connor in the special
election in the state’s 12th
Congressional District.

But there are at least
3,367 provisional ballots left
to be reviewed. That’s
enough for O’Connor to
potentially pick up enough
votes to force a mandatory
recount.

Trump, nevertheless,
quickly took credit for
Balderson as he jumped on
Twitter on Tuesday night
and declared “a great vic-
tory” for the Republican.

The president’s shadow,
meanwhile, also loomed
over primary contests in
four other states, none big-

ger than Kansas, where
Trump roiled the gover-
nor’s race by opposing the
GOP incumbent on the eve
of the election.

The day’s races, like doz-
ens before them, pitted
Trump’s fiery supporters
against the Democratic Par-
ty’s anti-Trump resistance.
The results will help deter-
mine the political landscape
— and Trump’s standing
within his own party — just
three months before the
GOP defends its House and
Senate majorities across the
nation.

Voters in Ohio and Kan-
sas joined those in Missouri,
Michigan and Washington
state. But only Ohio will
send someone to Congress
immediately.

The script for Ohio’s spe-
cial election was somewhat
familiar: An experienced
Trump loyalist, Balderson,
is fighting a strong chal-
lenge from O’Connor, a
fresh-faced Democrat, in a
congressional district held
by the Republican Party for
more than three decades.

The winner will fill the
seat previously held by Pat
Tiberi, a nine-term incum-
bent who resigned to take a

job with an Ohio business
group.

Trump campaigned at
Balderson’s side 72 hours
before Election Day, a week-
end appearance to help en-
ergize his loyalists in a
district the president
carried by 11 percentage
points.

Several voters casting
ballots in suburban Wester-
ville, both Democrat and
Republican, said they saw
little difference between the
candidates.

Mike Flynn, a hospital
unit coordinator from sub-
urban New Albany north-
east of Columbus, voted for
Balderson as a show of
support for Tiberi.

Flynn, 43, said he didn’t
care for mudslinging on
either side of the campaign.

But Trevor Moffitt, a
public health doctoral stu-
dent at The Ohio State
University who voted for
O’Connor, said he felt
Balderson’s attacks on
Democrats went too far.

“Im just tired of the
rhetoric of “They’re the bad
guys, we're the good guys, ”
Moffitt, 29, said. “I want to
see someone who’s inter-
ested in working with the

JOHN MINCHILLO/AP
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Democrat Danny O’Connor, left, and Republican Troy Balderson await returns at their
respective watch parties in Ohio in the too-close-to-call 12th Congressional District race.

other party so we can actu-
ally get something done”

Meanwhile, over 700
miles to the west, Kansas
Republicans were fighting
among themselves in the
battle for governor, where
Secretary of State Kris
Kobach was trying to unseat
Gov. Jeff Colyer.

On the Democratic side,
aveteran state lawmaker
won the Democratic nomi-
nation for governor. State
Sen. Laura Kelly of Topeka
defeated former Wichita
Mayor Carl Brewer, former
Kansas Agriculture Secre-
tary Joshua Svaty and two
other candidates Tuesday.
Late Tuesday, the Republi-
can race was close between
Colyer and Secretary of
State Kris Kobach.

Should Kobach win the
primary, some Republican
operatives fear he could
lose the governor’s seat to
Democrats this fall. The
race could become further
disrupted if Kansas City-
area businessman Greg Or-
man makes it onto the
November ballot. He sub-
mitted petitions Monday
with more than 10,000 sig-
natures for what could be-
come the most serious inde-
pendent run for Kansas
governor in decades.

In Missouri voters re-
jected a right-to-work law
that would have banned
mandatory union fees in
workplace contracts.

The vote Tuesday
marked a major victory for
unions which poured mil-

lions of dollars into a cam-
paign to defeat Proposition
A.

Republican Rep. Billy
Long won the GOP primary
in Missouri’s 7th District as
he seeks a fifth term in
Congress. Long will face
Democrat Jamie School-
craft in November.

Missouri Attorney Gen-
eral Josh Hawley has won
the Republican nomination
in one of the nation’s most
hotly contested Senate race.
Voters on Tuesday picked
Hawley as expected over 10
other GOP challengers in
the race for Democrat
Claire McCaskill’s seat.

McCaskill, for her part,
won the Democratic pri-
mary in her campaign for a
third term.

North Korea is not taking steps to denuclearize, says Bolton

BY FELICIA SONMEZ
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Na-
tional security adviser John
Bolton said Tuesday that
North Korea has not made
progress toward denuclear-
ization in a dismal acknowl-
edgment that comes nearly
two months after President
Donald Trump held a his-
toric summit with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un
in Singapore.

“The United States has
lived up to the Singapore
declaration. It’s just North

Korea that has not
taken the steps we
feel are necessary
to denuclearize,”
Bolton said Tues-
day on Fox News
Channel.

He added the
United States will
continue to apply
pressure until Pyongyang
produces results.

“The idea that we’re go-
ing to relax the sanctions
just on North Korea’s say-
so, I think, is something that
just isn’t under consider-
ation,” Bolton said. “We’re

Bolton

going to continue
to apply maxi-
mum pressure to
North Korea until
they denuclearize,
just as we are to
Iran”

Unlike North
Korea, Iran does
not possess nucle-
ar weapons, according to
U.S. intelligence agencies
and international monitors.
Under a 2015 nuclear ac-
cord, Iran agreed to curtail
elements of its nuclear ener-
gy program that raised pro-
liferation concerns and

pledged never to “seek, de-
velop or acquire any nuclear
weapons.”

Trump withdrew the
United States from that
agreement in May.

The Trump administra-
tion has consistently sought
to reassure critics that Kim
will make good on his
pledges to denuclearize.

Yet the most tangible
result of the June 12 summit
has been last week’s hand-
over by North Korea of the
remains of more than 50
service members killed in
the Korean War. The ques-

tion of denuclearization re-
mains a separate one, De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis
has said, and U.S. and North
Korean diplomats traded
jabs on the issue at last
weekend’s conference of
the Association of South-
east Asian Nations in Singa-
pore.

At that conference, Sec-
retary of State Mike Pom-
peo handed to North Kore-
an Foreign Minister Ri Yong
Ho a letter from Trump to
Kim. Bolton revealed Tues-
day the letter contained a
proposal from Trump for

Pompeo to make another
visit to North Korea to meet
with Kim.

“Secretary of State Pom-
peois prepared to go back to
North Korea to meet with
Kim Jong Un. We’ve pro-
posed that in our most
recent letter from the presi-
dent to Kim Jong Un,”
Bolton said.

“The president’s pre-
pared to meet at any point,”
he added. “But what we
really need is not more
rhetoric. What we need is
performance from North
Korea on denuclearization.”
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Immigrant parents fight ch

ACLU battles government on how best
to reunify families separated at border

By NOMANN
MERCHANG,

JULIE WATSON AND
GISELA SALOMON
Associated Press

HOUSTON — The U.S.
government’s improvised
system to reunite immi-
grant families it separated at
the border has left hun-
dreds of parents in limbo
after they were deemed
“ineligible” to get their chil-
dren back.

They include a man who
had his 2-year-old daughter
taken because agents didn’t
believe he was the father,
forcing him to submit DNA
evidence to prove he was
the parent.

Hundreds of parents
were deported, including a
family in Honduras losing
patience each day their 11-
year-old child remains in
the U.S. A father in Guate-
mala prefers that his teen-
ager remain in the U.S.
because it’s safer. A woman
had her son given to her
aunt and now remains in
immigration detention due
to a prior deportation.

The government and
American Civil Liberties
Union are waging a court
fight over how to best
reunify the families. U.S.
District Judge Dana
Sabraw on Friday said re-
unifications were solely
the government’s respon-
sibility.

“The reality is that for
every parent that is not
located, there will be a
permanently orphaned
child, and that is 100 per-
cent the responsibility of
the administration,” the
judge said.

The Associated Press in-
terviewed immigrants
who remain separated
from their children in mul-
tiple countries as well as
their lawyers to capture
the variety of ways the
government has been un-
able to meet court-ordered
deadlines to reunite fam-
ilies.

Here are their stories:

Not the parent?

The government says it
has encountered several
cases where the adult com-
ing across the border with
the child was not a biolog-
ical parent. They were de-
termined to be not eligible
to be reunited. At least one
person was found to be
wanted for murder in Gua-
temala, according to the
government, and others ac-
cused of various crimes.

There was an apparent
mistake in at least one case.
Mario Perez Domingo and
his 2-year-old daughter
crossed into Texas on July 5.
Even though the Trump
administration had officially
ended its policy of separat-
ing families at the border,
Perez was arrested and
charged with improperly
entering the United States.

Agents thought Perez
was the uncle and not the
father, and the Texas Civil
Rights Project intervened to
present evidence the gov-
ernment was wrong.

U.S. Customs and Border
Protection issued a state-
ment that under question-
ing, Perez admitted that the
child was actually his niece
and that a smuggler had
given him a false document
in their native Guatemala.

But the project says Perez
is from an indigenous com-
munity and has a poor
command of Spanish. After
the group obtained docu-
ments from the Guatemalan
consulate showing he’s the
parent, the U.S. attorney
dismissed the case against
Perez on July 12.

On Wednesday, the
group received word that
DNA testing confirmed
Perez was the girl’s father.
But Perez still remains in a
detention facility, and his
daughter is at a government
shelter in Texas.

“They shouldn’t be
allowed to do this’

Many parents say they
signed deportation papers
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A woman originally from Guatemala, identified only as Maria, is reunited with her son
Franco, 4, at the El Paso International Airport on July 26.

after being told they would
get their children back in
their home country, only for
that promise to be broken.

The government says
parents of about 400 chil-
dren are outside the U.S,,
likely deported.

Eduardo Almendarez
Meyer, 11, regularly sees
other children leave the
government facility where
he is being held and get
returned to their parents. In
phone calls back to Hon-
duras, he asks his mother if
he’ll see her again.

It’s been more than two
months since he and his

father, Douglas Almendarez,
were separated in Texas.
Almendarez was deported
to Honduras on June 13. His
wife, Evelin Roxana Meyer,
who stayed in their home-
town to run their neighbor-
hood grocery store, said he
was told when he signed his
deportation papers that his
son would be waiting for
him in Honduras.

After he arrived in San
Pedro Sula, Almendarez
waited at the airport for
days, with no information.

It took weeks for some-
one from the U.S. to call to
say Eduardo was at a shelter

in Brownsville, Texas.
Eventually, they got a num-
ber where they could call
him twice a week, for 10
minutes each time.

At first, Eduardo could
not sleep and cried on the
phone, saying he wanted to
go back home, his mother
said. He has since calmed
down and made friends, but
his anxiety is rising as he
watches the friends leave
the shelter one by one.

“He has been suffering,
just as I have as his mother;,”
Meyer said. “They
shouldn’t be allowed to do
this”

aotic system

‘Where’s Mommy?’

The government counts
444 children as having been
“discharged in other appro-
priate circumstances.”
Those circumstances in-
cluded discharges to spon-
sors other than the parents
— typically a relative —
including situations where
the “parent is not eligible
for reunification.”

It appears that the gov-
ernment is refusing to re-
lease some parents after
their children were given to
sponsors, because the par-
ents had previously been
removed from the U.S. and
came back to seek asylum.
The San Antonio-based Mi-
grant Center for Human
Rights identified at least
two such cases.

One of the women still
detained is Vivian, a 24-
year-old woman from Hon-
duras who entered the U.S.
in late April and had her
3-year-old son taken and
given to her aunt.

Vivian, who asked to be
identified only by her first
name out of fear of endan-
gering her immigration
case, was previously de-
ported in November 2016.

Her aunt says she calls
every day, crying, from the
detention facility.

Her aunt puts her son on
the phone, so Vivian can
repeat the story they've
agreed to tell him: She’s
gone away for work but is
coming back soon with an
armful of toys for him.

“When he goes to sleep,
he always says, Where’s
Mommy? She sleeps next to
me, and he starts to cry;” his
aunt said.

Sara Ramey, the migrant
center’s director, received a
letter last week from ICE
denying Vivian’s request for
release without further ex-
planation. Ramey is working
with another mother de-
tained while her adopted son
is with her adult daughter.

Associated Press reporters
Garance Burke in San Fran-
cisco and Elliot Spagat in
San Diego contributed to this
report.

Girl Scouts stresses ‘girl
power’ 1n 1ts recruiting

By DAvVID CRARY
Associated Press

As American women
seek a larger role in politics,
fairer wages and an end to
sexual harassment, the Girl
Scouts see an opportune
time to show some swagger
in promoting their core
mission: girl empowerment.

They recruited Queen
Latifah to narrate a video
featuring famous former
Girl Scouts — Venus
Williams, Katie Couric and
many more.

And they indulged in a
little bragging when Girl
Scout alumna Meghan
Markle married into Brit-
ain’s royal family.

“Life is always better
with a Girl Scout by your
side, and Prince Harry truly
hit the jackpot,” a post on
Girl Scout Blog stated.

But the marketing cam-
paign is about more than
boasting. It’s also an effort
to confront several high-
stakes challenges, including
reversing a long slide in
membership, making the
case for all-girl scouting
after the rival Boy Scouts
included girls and updating
the organization’s curricu-
lum for a new generation
that expects more than
cookies and camping.

“What’s happening in so-
ciety as a whole makes it all
the more important for girls
to have every possible op-
portunity to learn that their
voice and opinion matter,
and to have the courage and
confidence to become who
they want to be,” said
Megan Ferland, CEO of the
Seattle-based Girl Scouts of
Western Washington.

One major challenge, she
said, is to puncture some of
the stereotypes that affect
public perceptions.

“People hear ‘Girl Scouts’
and think,Oh, those cute
little girls that sell the cook-
ies and make macaroni
necklaces’ and that’s it
Ferland said. “It is so much
more than that.”

She cited activities such
as robotics and rock climb-
ing, a strong emphasis on
community service and the
iconic cookie sales, which
she depicted in a recent
newspaper essay as “the
largest girl-run business in
the world”

The Boy Scouts decided
last year to admit girls into
all programs. But the Girl
Scouts’ parent organization,
Girl Scouts of the USA, will
not follow suit by admitting
boys.

“I believe with full con-
viction that Girl Scouts is

the best leadership organi-
zation in the world for girls,
and that is because we are
girl-led and girl-centric,”
said Violet Apple, CEO of
Girl Scouts of Central Mary-
land.

The Girl Scouts and Boy
Scouts, as well as other
youth organizations and
sports leagues, have experi-
enced membership declines
in recent years, for reasons
ranging from busy family
schedules to the lure of
online games and social
media.

The Girl Scouts say they
have about 1.76 million girls
and 780,000 adult members
— down from about 2.9
million girls and 900,000
adult volunteers in 2003.

Some recruitment efforts
reflect the Girl Scouts’ pride
in the diversity of their
membership.

The organization over
the last two years has cre-
ated more than 240 new
troops in low-income Los
Angeles neighborhoods to
serve several thousand girls
from Hispanic, African-
American, Korean and
other communities.

Denise Nowack, who
oversees the recruitment
programs, said the Girl
Scouts council in Los Ange-
les decided to cover basic

|

|
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Ket Davis works on her archery at a Washington state camp for Girl Scouts.

first-year costs for the new
troops, including member-
ship fees and uniforms, to
ease the financial burden.

Many other councils
struggle to find enough
adults to serve as volunteer
troop leaders, leaving hun-
dreds of girls on waiting
lists.

“It’s really sad,” said Asha
Menon, a troop leader for
seven years in the Atlanta
suburb of McDonough. “All
these parents show up with
kids who want to be in it —
but they want another adult
to take the lead””

In Chicago, TV producer
Craig Harris has tried —
with minimal success — to
persuade other men to join
him as Girl Scout leaders.
Harris started as a volunteer
14 years ago when his eldest

daughter — now a college
student — joined the Girl
Scouts as a shy 5-year-old.

Harris’ 1l-year-old
daughter is active in the Girl
Scouts, pursuing her inter-
est in science.

“I lead a full career, but
T've found ample time to be
a volunteer,” Harris said.
“My oldest daughter went
all the way through, and I
was there at every stage. It
was invaluable time build-
ing those memories with
her”

“Some girls may not feel
as capable of doing the same
things boys can do;” she
said. “But when we come
together in a group, we can
accomplish whatever we
want to do.”

Reeny Botros, 18, of
Wichita, Kansas, started

Girl Scouts at age 5. She said
the experience helped her
develop the skills and confi-
dence that recently earned
her admission to Stanford
University, with plans to
major in computer science.

Botros has received Girl
Scouting’s highest honors —
first earning the elite Gold
Award, then being selected
as one of 10 National Young
Women of Distinction.
She’s a technology whiz
now, but recalled struggling
with studies back in middle
school.

“The badge work (with
Girl Scouts) was one of the
few academic recognitions
I got” she said. “I got
exposed to archaeology,
photography. It was a great
way to boost my self-es-
teem.”

Key items

By WiLLIAM J. KOLE
Associated Press

BOSTON — Is JFK losing
his star power?

It’s probably too early to
tell, but 55 years after Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy’s as-
sassination, an auction of
some of the most iconic
items associated with the
Kennedy White House fell
short of the pre-sale hype.

A rocking chair JFK used
to meet with world leaders
in the Oval Office sold for
$50,000, and a collection of
pens he used to establish
the Peace Corps and sign a

associated with JFK fizzle on auction block

landmark nuclear treaty
sold for $60,000 at Friday’s
auction on Cape Cod, not
far from the Kennedy com-
pound in Hyannis, Mass.

But a number of other
items didn’t sell, including
Kennedy’s last pencil doo-
dles before his assassination
in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963,
and a tie clip in the shape of
the PT-109 torpedo boat
Kennedy commanded dur-
ing World War I1.

Other items that didn’t
get the minimum bid in-
cluded a charcoal drawing
done as a study for the slain
president’s official White

House portrait; handwrit-
ten notes he jotted about
Vietnam around 1953; his
letter opener and crystal
ashtray; and his personal
stereo and Jackie Gleason
records.

“About half of it sold,”
Josh Eldred, president of
Eldred’s auction gallery in
East Dennis, told The Asso-
ciated Press.

Buyers’ identities were
not disclosed.

Even though the auction
is over, buyers can still make
offers, he said, adding that
he’s confident the best of
the memorabilia eventually

will sell.

JFK’s worn, upholstered
oak rocking chair had been
expected to sell for up to
$70,000. JFK often was
photographed sitting in it
while meeting with world
leaders..

The pens that sold were
used not only to sign the
Peace Corps into existence
but the 1963 Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty — an accord that
helped steer the planet
away from nuclear warfare
a year after the Cuban
Missile Crisis brought the
world to the brink.

A few items also were

sold Friday: JFK’s prized if
garish silk scarf, decorated
with bronze Democratic
donkeys and blue stars, and
a creased and stained 1961
inaugural ball invitation that
JFK sent to Frank Sinatra.
Each fetched $800.

His doodles of sailboats
sold for $7,000.

But his scribbles on Texas
hotel stationery the day be-
fore the nation’s 35th presi-
dent was shot didn’t sell.

“It may have been one of
the last things he put on
paper,” auction house vice
president Bill Bourne said.
“In fact, it probably was.”

AP

The pens John F. Kennedy
used to sign the Limited
Test Ban Treaty in 1963 sold
for $60,000 last week.
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Biggest fire in Calif. history pushes firefighters to limit

By PAauL ELiAS
Associated Press

Firefighters struggled
against rugged terrain, high
winds and an August heat
wave Tuesday to slow the
spread of the biggest wild-
fire ever recorded in Cali-
fornia, an inferno that ex-
ploded to be nearly the size
of Los Angeles in 11 days.

The blaze, centered near
the community of Upper
Lake, about 100 miles north
of San Francisco, spread fast
because of what officials
said was a perfect combina-
tion of weather, topography
and abundant vegetation
turned into highly
flammable fuel by years of
drought.

Firefighting efforts were
also initially hampered by
stretched resources, the De-
partment of Forestry and
Fire Protection, also known
as Cal Fire, said.

When the fire started
July 27, thousands of fire-
fighters were hundreds of
miles north battling a mas-
sive blaze that spread into
the city of Redding, destroy-
ing more than 1,000 homes,
in addition to a dozen other
major blazes.

A few days after the
Upper Lake fire started, Cal
Fire Battalion Chief John
Messina told a community
meeting that with so many
fires already raging in Cali-
fornia, “resources are al-
ready committed” so offi-
cials were forced to pri-
oritize public safety and

MARK RALSTON/GETTY-AFP

The Mendocino Complex inferno, which is actually two blazes, has burned past fire lines near Upper Lake, Calif.

private property.

“After those two things
are addressed then we’ll go
after the pieces of fire that
are in remote areas,” Mes-
sina said. “Typically, we’'d go
at all at once. There is just
not the resources for that.”

The flames were raging
in mostly remote areas, and
no deaths or serious injuries
were reported. But at least
75 homes have been lost,
and thousands of people

have been forced to flee.
The blaze, dubbed the Men-
docino Complex, was re-
ported 20 percent con-
tained Tuesday.

Its rapid growth at the
same time firefighters were
battling more than a dozen
other major blazes around
the state fanned fears that
2018 could become the
worst wildfire season in
California history.

“For whatever reason,

fires are burning much more
intensely, much more
quickly than they were be-
fore” said Mark Hartwig,
president of the California
Fire Chiefs Association.

About 3,900 firefighters,
including a crew of 40 vol-
unteers from New Zealand,
were battling the blaze, con-
tending with temperatures
in the high 90s and winds
gusting to 25 mph.

The heavily forested area

of myriad canyons where
the fire is spreading has few
roads or natural barriers
that can serve as firebreaks
or offer safe havens for
firefighters to battle the
flames head on, Cal Fire
Battalion Chief Jonathan
Cox said.

So firefighters instead fell
back to natural barriers like
streams or used bulldozers
to cut fire lines.

But the flames were mov-

ing so fast in spots that they
blew past fire lines, forcing
firefighters to retreat, said
Battalion Chief Jonathan
Cox of the state Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire
Protection, or Cal Fire.

“There’s no way you're
going to stop that fire,” said
Kyle Coleman, 28, who re-
turned to his childhood
home last week to help his
father try — in vain, it
turned out — to protect it.

“A big wall of flames
came over the mountain. I
pretty much got my dad out
of there” he said.

In all, 14,000 firefighters
were battling blazes across
California, which is seeing
earlier, longer and more
destructive wildfire seasons
because of drought, warmer
weather attributed to cli-
mate change, and the build-
ing of homes deeper into
the forests.

“Cal Fire is really an
urban firefighter service in
the woods” said Arizona
State University professor
Stephen Pyne, a wildfire
management expert.

The Mendocino Com-
plex is two blazes burning
so close together that au-
thorities are attacking them
as one, a common practice
at Cal Fire. The fires started
July 27 within an hour of
each other and about 15
miles apart.

As of Tuesday, they were
separated by just a few
miles. Officials have not
determined the cause of
either one.

For Hawaii voters, there’s
lava, storm — and election

By AUDREY MICAvOoYy
AND JENNIFER SINCO
KELLEHER

Associated Press

HONOLULU — As
Hawaii readies for its pri-
mary elections Saturday,
voters are grappling with
an erupting volcano and
Hurricane Hector.

Elections are challeng-
ing times for candidates
even in the best of circum-
stances. But Big Island poli-
ticians frequently have ex-
tra adversity, given they live
on top of one of the world’s
most active volcanoes and
in the general vicinity of
hurricanes that barrel
through the central Pacific
Ocean many summers.

The island has a history
of nature-related election
disruptions: In 2014, Tropi-
cal Storm Iselle forced the
same two precincts hit
hardest by Kilauea volcano
to close the day of the
primary. The state Office of
Elections organized a
makeup election day for the
two precincts six days later.

This year, the disruption
is possibly broader, as lava
from Kilauea volcano has
destroyed more than 700
homes since May and up-
ended the local economy.

Many voters have left the
island after losing their
homes and jobs. Or they’re
struggling to keep their
businesses afloat because
tourism has dropped dra-
matically.

“People are still scram-
bling. They’re still in a bit of
shock,” said Eileen O’Hara,
a county councilwoman
who is running for re-
election. “Their attention is
not focused on the elec-
tion.”

O’Hara’s council district
includes Leilani Estates,
the neighborhood where
lava burst through cracks in
people’s backyards May 3,
and Kapoho, a coastal town
smothered by lava.

The precinct usually
pulls in 1,200 to 1,400 votes,
O’Hara said. But she wor-
ries only about 1,000 peo-

TOM CUMMING/FRIENDS OF EILEEN O'HARA

County Councilwoman Eileen O’Hara, foreground, says
“people are still scrambling” and not focused on voting.

ple may manage to vote this
time.

Mary Dressler, a naturo-
pathic doctor in Pahoa, said
it was bad timing for an
election. Many people were
feeling lost, she said.
Dressler has experienced a
dramatic drop in business,
which has been stressful.

“I know for myself, that
has been the least of my
worries,” she said of voting.

Several candidates said
they would normally have
started campaigning in
May. But that’s when Kilau-
ea began erupting lava in
Leilani Estates, forcing
thousands of people to flee.

Ric Wirick, who is run-
ning to represent a council
district that includes Kala-
pana and Opihikau where
the eruption has blocked
roads and destroyed crops,
said he and another candi-
date spent the month of
May volunteering at an
evacuation shelter.

When Wirick was ready
to start campaigning, the
state Office of Elections
decided it would have all
voters in two precincts vote
exclusively by mail because
authorities were worried
people wouldn’t be able to
get to the polls on election
day.

It mailed 6,000 ballots to
voters there June 25.

After an uproar — and a
complaint from the ACLU
of Hawaii — the office set

up an in-person polling
place in Pahoa for both
early voting and election
day.

Wirick believes many
people voted as soon as
they received their ballots.

“T don’t believe the vot-
ers had a fair chance to get
to know the candidates.” he
said. He suspects many
people just voted for names
they recognized. He said
he’s complained to the Fed-
eral Elections Commission.

Pat Nakamoto, Hawaii
County’s election program
administrator, said her of-
fice mailed 3,481 ballots to
voters in the 3rd precinct in
Pahoa, and received 602
back as of Friday. It mailed
3,081 ballots to the 4th
precinct and has received
517.

County elections offi-
cials went to the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency center in Pahoa to
inform residents about vot-
er registration and the elec-
tion. They also put up
posters at evacuation shel-
ters.

Nakamoto said her office
didn’t have information on
what percentage of regis-
tered voters had been
forced to leave their homes
because of the eruption.

Meanwhile, Hurricane
Hector was expected to
weaken and pass less than
200 miles south of the
island Wednesday.

Iran weighing response to
sanctions, Trump tweets

By AMIR VAHDAT
AND MEHDI FATTAHI
Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — As
Iranians awoke Tuesday to
the revival of U.S. sanctions
that had once been lifted by
Tehran’s nuclear deal with
world powers, the question
on everyone’s mind re-
mained: What happens
now?

From deciphering Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
tweets on Iran — including
one demanding “WORLD
PEACE” — to trying to
figure out how much their
cratering currency is
worth, Iranians appear di-
vided on how to respond.

The same goes for their
theocratic government,
which for now is abiding by
the atomic accord. Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani, a
relative moderate whose
administration struck the
2015 deal, has taken an
increasingly confronta-
tional line in recent weeks,
applauded by hard-liners
who had long opposed him.
Then in a speech on live
television Monday night,
Rouhani seemed to suggest
that direct talks with
Trump could be possible.

Whether Iran should
choose a North Korea-style
photo op with the Ameri-
can president who backed
out of the nuclear deal or
abandon the unraveling ac-
cord and increase its ura-
nium enrichment remains
a fiercely debated question
in Iran. But everyone
agrees something has to be
done soon, as sporadic pro-
tests across the country of
80 million people only add
to the pressure.

“The situation is not
good right now; nothing is
clear,” said Ebrahim Gho-
lamnejad, a 41-year-old car-
penter. “The economy is
turning into a jungle.”

The newly imposed
American sanctions target
U.S. dollar financial trans-
actions, Iran’s automotive
sector, and the purchase of
commercial planes and

EBRAHIM NOROOZI/AP

Various currencies are displayed without the going rate on
a money exchange shop window in Tehran, on Tuesday.

metals, including gold.
Stronger sanctions target-
ing Iran’s oil sector and
central bank are to be
re-imposed in early No-
vember.

On Tuesday, German car
and truck maker Daimler
AG said it was suspending
its “very limited” activities
in Iran and shuttering a
representative office. Euro-
pean firms had known
since Trump’s announce-
ment in May that sanctions
were coming back.

As uncertainty over the
Iran nuclear deal grew af-
ter Trump entered the
White House, Iran’s al-
ready anemic economy
nosedived. The country’s
monthly inflation rate has
hit double digits again and
the national unemploy-
ment rate is 12.5 percent.

Iran’s currency, the rial,
now trades over double its
government-set rate to the
U.S. dollar. Trying to stem
the loss, the Iranian gov-
ernment five months ago
shut down all private cur-
rency exchange shops, but
the black market has
thrived.

On Tuesday, central
bank chief Abdolnasser
Hemmati allowed private
currency exchanges to re-
open. Shops welcomed
customers, though some
displayed no exchange
rates late into the morning
amid confusion over how

much the troubled rial was
truly worth.

What to do next remains
an open question. Iran con-
tinues to abide by the nu-
clear deal it struck with the
Obama administration and
other world powers, which
limits its enrichment of
uranium in exchange for
the lifting of sanctions, and
makes it impossible for
Iran to quickly develop a
nuclear weapon.

Trump for his part has
ricocheted between threats
and promises to speak with
Iranian officials without
preconditions, offering
mixed messages to both the
Iranian public and its gov-
ernment. That continued
Tuesday, as he described
American actions in a tweet
as “the most biting sanc-
tions ever imposed, and in
November they ratchet up
to yet another level”

“Anyone doing business
with Iran will NOT be
doing business with the
United States,” he wrote. “I
am asking for WORLD
PEACE, nothing less!”

For now, Iranians say
they can only wait for the
next Trump tweet or their
government’s decision on
how to respond.

“People should just keep
calm, because the other
party wants to disrupt our
peace,” said Gholamnejad,
the carpenter. “America ....
wants to create chaos.
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Man who shot 2 Indian men
in Kansas bar sentenced to life

KANSAS CITY, Kan. —
A Kansas man who
opened fire in a suburban
Kansas City bar, killing an
immigrant from India and
wounding two other men,
was sentenced Tuesday in
federal court to three con-
secutive life prison sen-
tences for what prose-
cutors called a hate crime.

Adam Purinton, 53, of
Olathe, did not speak in
court as he was sentenced
for the Feb. 22,2017, shoot-
ing that killed Srinivas
Kuchibhotla, a citizen of

India who had stopped at
the bar with a co-worker,
Alok Madasani, both 32.

Witnesses said Purin-
ton was asked to leave the
bar after he verbally har-
assed Kuchibhotla and
Madasani, at one point
yelling, “Get out of my
country” He returned
with a handgun and fired
several times at the two
men, killing Kuchibhotla
and wounding Madasani.
A third man who tried to
intervene, Ian Grillot, also
was wounded.

More than 700,000 foreigners
overstayed visas last year

SAN DIEGO — The U.S.
Homeland Security De-
partment says more than
700,000 foreigners who
were supposed to leave
the country during a re-
cent 12-month period
overstayed their visas.

The department said in
annual report Tuesday
that there were 701,900
overstays from October
2016 through September
2017 among visitors who
arrived by plane or ship —
more than the population

of Vermont or Wyoming,
The total number of over-
stays is much larger but
has not been quantified
because it doesn’t include
how many people leave by
land.

President Donald
Trump has focused border
security efforts on erect-
ing a multibillion-dollar
wall with Mexico. But the
latest annual figures
underscore how visa over-
stays are a big driver of
illegal immigration.

Violent hailstorm kills 2 birds,
injures 14 people at Colo. zoo

A torrent of softball-
size halil killed an endan-
gered vulture and a duck
while injuring 14 people at
a Colorado zoo on Tues-
day.

One visitor’s video
shows hail plunging into
the water at a bear enclo-
sure, churning the water
as bears pelted with ice
scrambled at the Chey-
enne Mountain Zoo in
Colorado Springs. Other
video shows hail shred-
ding leaves and branches.

Five injured people
were transported to a hos-
pital, and nine were
treated at the scene, the
Colorado Springs Fire De-
partment said Tuesday.
About 3,400 guests were at
the zoo on Tuesday, the
z00 said in a statement.

Motswari, a 13-year-old
cape vulture, was killed,
the zoo said, along with a
4-year-old Muscovy duck
named Daisy. The zoo did
not specify how many
animals were injured.
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Rescue workers on Lombok search a collapsed building Tuesday for anyone trapped in
the rubble. At least 105 people died in the earthquake and the toll is expected to rise.

Quake-hit Indonesia struggles
to complete rescues,

LADING-LADING, In-
donesia — Soldiers pulled a
man alive from the rubble
of a large mosque flattened
by an earthquake on the
Indonesian island of Lom-
bok, while thousands of
homeless villagers waited
for aid Tuesday and
stranded tourists camped
at beaches and in the lob-
bies of damaged hotels.

The north of Lombok
has been devastated by the
magnitude 70 quake that
struck Sunday night, killing
at least 105 people, seri-
ously injuring more than
230 and destroying thou-
sands of buildings. Two
days after the quake, rescu-

ers were still struggling to
reach all the affected areas
and authorities expected
the death toll to rise.

Muhamad Juanda, who
narrowly escaped the
mosque collapse, said 100
people were praying inside
when the earth began to
roll. Many got out but
dozens were trapped, he
said.

Oxfam said more than
20,000 people were in tem-
porary shelters and thou-
sands more were camping
out in the open. It said
clean drinking water was
scarce because of a recent
spell of extremely dry
weather in Lombok. Food,

offer aid

medical supplies, tarpau-
lins and clothes are also
urgently needed, it said.

National Disaster Miti-
gation Agency spokesman
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho
said some villages in the
worst-hit areas of the north
have not received any help
as well as some in the west
of the island.

Hundreds of tourists and
workers were still trying to
get off three outlying resort
islands where power was
cut off and hotels and
hostels were damaged. Nu-
groho said so far more than
4,600 foreign and Indone-
sian tourists had been evac-
uated from the islands.

Remains of unidentified boy found at N.M. camp

AMALIA, N.M. -—
Searchers found the re-
mains of a boy after raiding
a makeshift compound last
week in search of a missing
Georgia child, authorities
said Tuesday.

The remains were found
Monday during a search in
Amalia, near the Colorado
border, Taos County Sheriff

Jerry Hogrefe said. Author-
ities were awaiting identifi-
cation of the remains.

The search for Abdul-
ghani Wahhaj of Georgia
led authorities Friday to the
squalid compound where
they found Siraj Ibn Wah-
haj, the father of the miss-
ing boy, along with four
other adults and 11 children

living in filthy conditions.

The sheriff said author-
ities returned to the com-
pound after interviews Fri-
day and Saturday led them
to believe the boy might
still be on the property.

The father of the boy has
been accused of leaving
Georgia in December with
his then 3-year-old son.

Syria: Israeli

Spy agency
assassinated
rocket chief

BEIRUT — Syria on
Tuesday accused Israel of
assassinating a top Syrian
rocket scientist over the
weekend, heightening the
growing tensions between
the two countries as Syr-
ian government troops re-
store control over areas
bordering Israel.

Aziz Asbar, a research
director at Syria’s Scien-
tific Studies and Research
Center, was killed on Sat-
urday by an explosive de-
vice targeting his car in the
town of Masyaf in Syria’s
Hama province, according
to Syria’s official news
agency SANA.

Syrian press reports
said Asbar had survived
two prior assassination at-
tempts by Israeli agents.

The New York Times
quoted an unnamed offi-
cial with a Middle Eastern
intelligence agency as
confirming Israel’s role in
the attack. An Israeli gov-
ernment spokesman de-
clined to comment on the
allegations.

Ebola response: Three
more cases of the deadly
Ebola virus have been
confirmed in Congo’s
northeast, the nation’s lat-
est outbreak, health offi-
cials said Tuesday. A vac-
cination campaign begin-
ning as early as Wednes-
day will target health care
providers, contacts of con-
firmed Ebola cases and
their contacts.

Grim discovery: A hu-
man fetus was found
aboard an American Air-
lines plane at New York’s
LaGuardia Airport on
Tuesday morning, accord-
ing to news reports.
WNBC New York re-
ported that a cleaning
crew found the 5- or
6-month-old fetus in the
toilet of a plane that had
flown from Charlotte, N.C.
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Jennifer McNeer, MD,
pediatric blood cancer specialist,
and patient Rachael Elliott

FOR THIS ENGLISH TEACHER,
CANCER IS HISTORY

Rachael Elliott was just 18 when she was diagnosed with acute
lymphoblastic leukemia, a cancer very familiar to Dr. Jennifer McNeer, a
pediatric blood cancer specialist at the University of Chicago Medicine’s
Comer Children’s Hospital.

Dr. McNeer viewed Rachael as an excellent candidate for Comer
Children’s Adolescent and Young Adult (AYA) Oncology Program,
geared specifically to the medical, emotional and psychosocial needs
of teens and young adults with cancer.

Thanks to the innovative AYA program, a positive attitude and a
very supportive family, Rachael was able to undergo two years of
treatment and is now cancer-free — which means she’s also free to
pursue her dream of teaching.

UChicago Medicine is proud to team up with the Anthony Rizzo Family
Foundation, Mariano’s and the Chicago Tribune to raise money for
cancer research and share these stories of courage, discovery and hope.

Visit UChicagoMedicine.org/cancercantcompete
to donate and watch videos of our patients’ stories.
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Why is

EDITORIALS

there so much shooting

and killing in Chicago?

A day after Chicago’s weekend from hell,
when outbreaks of gunfire killed 12 people
and injured at least 62, the carnage contin-
ued.

Derrick Hall, 22, was waiting for a bus in
the 9100 block of South Cottage Grove
Avenue on Monday morning when a man
approached and shot him to death, the
Tribune reported. In the afternoon, three
men were shot on West Iowa Street in
South Austin. Later, a man was shot in the
wrist by someone in a passing car. A man
was hit in the stomach. A man was struck
while getting into a vehicle. At least 10
people were shot in eight incidents Monday
on the South and West sides.

Don’t look for a pattern. Gun violence in
Chicago is random the way destructive
wind gusts are random. You can brace
yourself but still not anticipate the location
or severity of a blast. Monday easily could
have been the quiet after the storm. We
know of no connection between a man
killed at bus stop Monday and a 17-year-old
girl killed at block party Sunday, except that
both were homicide victims in a city awash
in illegal guns, and tormented by gang
activity and the drug trade.

But why Chicago? Back in the early
1990s, the homicide rate in Chicago was as
ugly as it was in New York and Los Angeles.
Then began a steady national decline, Chi-
cago included — until the abrupt recent
upswing in violence here.

In 2015, there were 485 homicides in
Chicago. A year later, the number of victims
skyrocketed to 764. That was 58 percent
more homicides and 43 percent more non-
fatal shootings in 2016. Since then, the pace
of gun violence has dropped, but it remains
elevated from what used to be considered
normal, and is far worse than in the nation’s
two biggest cities.

There can’t be a rational explanation
because Chicago’s plague of urban warfare
isn’t logical; it’s horrifically cruel and self-
destructive. A 2017 University of Chicago
Crime Lab study was able to quantify how
much of the city’s gunfire victimizes resi-
dents of struggling neighborhoods: Five
South and West side communities with 9
percent of Chicago’s population (Austin,
Englewood, New City, West Englewood
and Greater Grand Crossing) accounted for
nearly half the city’s increase in 2016 homi-
cides. African-American men ages 15-34
made up more than half of the city’s homi-
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cide victims in 2015 and 2016 while ac-
counting for just 4 percent of the city’s
population. Almost 40 percent of victims
had prior violent crime arrests.

“One of the ways Chicago is different is
that our social conditions are not anything
like those now in New York City and Los
Angeles,” Jens Ludwig, director of the
Crime Lab, told a City Club audience early
this year. “We are not just the most segre-
gated city in America, but the level of con-
centrated poverty we have in our neighbor-
hoods is unlike anything in Los Angeles or

New York. You would not find an Engle-
wood or Garfield Park anywhere in Los
Angeles and New York.”

The dynamics at play, the ones Chi-
cagoans want to understand to end the
bloodshed, are complex. Gang life is a sub-
stitute for hope in isolated neighborhoods.
Every shooting invites a retaliatory attack.
In a city of 2.7 million people, a relatively
small number of criminals — perhaps 5,000
t0 10,000 thugs and drug dealers — are
driving a large share of the violence. “It’s
the same individuals that continuously
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commit these crimes,” Chicago Police De-
partment Superintendent Eddie Johnson
said.

One positive development is this year’s
20 percent decline in the number of homi-
cides and shooting incidents. New CPD
crime-fighting tactics, based in part on U. of
C. Crime Lab data, get some credit. But so
much more has to be done to stop the
shooting, punish offenders and save neigh-
borhoods.

Because on Monday, the shooting contin-
ued.

The best answer on auto fuel economy

The world is heating up. Wildfires are
devastating large swaths of the western
United States, Europe has been sweltering
in a historic heat wave, and heavy rain and
flooding have wrought havoc from Japan to
Sudan — all a taste of the damage that cli-
mate change heralds if humans don’t act to
limit it.

Americans depend on their cars, which
are a big source of carbon dioxide. The
transportation sector accounts for more
than a quarter of U.S. greenhouse gas out-
put. Any effort to combat global warming
has to include ways to improve fuel econo-
my, reduce tailpipe emissions, encourage
people to drive less or all three.

Under Barack Obama, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency set ambitious stand-
ards for fuel efficiency, rising to 36 mpg in
real-world driving.

But this month, the agency proposed to
freeze the number at about 30 in 2020. It
argued that the tougher requirement would
make vehicles more expensive and less safe
while stimulating motorists to drive more
— all of which would cause more highway
fatalities.

But expert opinion is not on board. “I
don’t see how they are going to defend this
analysis,” University of Southern California
economist Antonio Bento told The New
York Times. That’s particularly significant
because the EPA proposal relied on his
research to justify the proposal.

Cutting vehicle weight to save gasis a

mixed bag when it comes to safety. Heavier
vehicles take longer to stop and are more
prone to rollovers. When Ford converted its
F-150 pickup from steel to aluminum, sav-
ing 700 pounds and increasing its mpg by
four, it also got a better crash rating,

The EPA argument echoes the claims the
industry made when Vermont moved to
adopt stricter emission standards. After
hearing all the experts and considering all
the evidence, a federal court concluded that
the opponents had failed to demonstrate
that the new mandate would create econo-
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mic hardship for the automobile industry
or undermine safety.

The amount of extra driving that better
fuel economy would cause is likely to be far
less than the EPA claims. Higher mileage
standards would, however, save the typical
driver hundreds of dollars a year in gas
purchases.

The EPA also wants to end the waiver
granted to California that allows it to im-
pose stricter rules than Washington re-
quires. Even if that might be a reasonable
idea, to spare automakers the prospect of

having to design cars for two different
regulatory regimes, it would ensure years of
litigation and create vast uncertainty for the
industry — with no guarantee the EPA
would prevail in the end.

The overlooked lesson here is the folly of
using federal authority to dictate what sort
of cars and trucks are made and purchased.
It’s a clumsy and expensive way to reduce
carbon emissions.

A better option is one widely recom-
mended by economists: a tax on carbon,
collected at the pump, to reflect the harm
that emissions cause. This kind of tax
would discourage unnecessary driving by
making each mile more expensive for all
gasoline-powered cars. It would make
hybrids and electric vehicles more cost-
competitive.

Because of its simplicity and direct im-
pact, it would achieve the biggest bang for
the buck. And the burden of the tax — as
well as the political risk — could easily be
addressed by rebating all the revenue to
individual taxpayers.

Why collect money only to give it back?
The idea is to change consumer behavior
without creating a pot of money for elected
officials to squander. Drivers who conserve
would come out ahead, while owners of
gas-guzzlers would pay more than they get
back.

Incentives are better than commands.
One of these days, maybe the feds will
figure that out.

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

The problem with vacations — which even a 3-year-old
can sense — is that they make everything else look bleak by
comparison. They make you say things like, “I really
needed to get away.” But get away from what? Your life.
That doesn’t seem healthy. ... What if T had taken all the
money and enthusiasm I'd put into the past 10 years of
vacations and devoted it, instead, to making my own life,
the real one, a little bit better? What would that look like? ...

The point isn’t that people are working too hard; it’s
that they’re working too hard on things that they feel

South Africa.

United States.

Were London a city-state, it would have the 20th-
largest national economy in the world — larger than the
national economies of Saudi Arabia, Argentina and

Were London a city-state, its national per capita gross
domestic product would be greater than that of the

Were London a city-state, it would be the 15th most
populous country in Europe, with an overall population
bigger than that of Austria or Denmark and bigger than

be criticizing neighboring England for voting to leave. ...
But London has transformed itself many times be-
fore, and there’s no reason to believe it will be daunted

this time around. London would no doubt prefer to

remain in the EU and continue to enrich itself as Eu-
rope’s primary financial capital, but London has been

and always will be a national capital.

Its wealth and power are not its charity to the nation;
they are a consequence of its position as the nation’s
capital. The gap that has opened between England’s
interests and London’s will, however, narrow, but as it

don’t matter. No wonder they want to get away. The other
problem with vacations is that once they’re over, you have
to go home again. And you have to bring your dirty laun-

dry back with you. Honor Jones, The New York Times

the combined populations of Scotland and Northern
Ireland.

And were London a city-state, it would have voted to
remain in the European Union, and it would no doubt

does, London will not lose its place among the world’s
great cities. It will discover its place anew.
Geopolitical Futures
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Is Trump smarter than those whose
brainpower he criticizes? Let’s find out!

ERIC ZORN

It seemed racist — didn’t it? — when
President Donald Trump blasted out a
tweet Friday night insulting the intelli-
gence of two prominent African-
Americans:

“Lebron James was just interviewed
by the dumbest man on television, Don
Lemon,” wrote Trump of the NBA
superstar and the CNN talk show host.
“He made Lebron look smart, which
isn’t easy to do””

This was one day after Trump spoke
to a rally in Pennsylvania and, for the
umpteenth time, ripped Rep. Maxine
Waters, D-Calif,, who is black, as hav-
ing a “very low I1Q.”

But rather than try to look into
Trump’s heart, let’s look instead at The
New York Times’ database of all the
insults Trump has hurled on social
media at people, places and things
since June 2015.

As it turns out, that catalog of casti-
gations shows no pattern of racism in
Trump’s view of his critics’ intelli-
gence.

Former Vice President Joe Biden is
“not very bright” Former rival Hillary
Clinton is “very dumb.” Actor Robert
De Niro is “a very low IQ individual”’
Ohio Gov. John Kasich is a “dummy.”

Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Rom-
ney is “one of the dumbest and worst
candidates in the history of Republican
politics.” Republican political strategist
Rick Wilson is “dumb as a rock.” U.S.
Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., is “without a
properly functioning brain.” And of
liberal Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, Trump tweeted, “her
mind is shot.”

All are white.

Also white are many of the print and
TV pundits whose mental acuity
Trump has attacked. These include
David Brooks of The New York Times
(“one of the dumbest of all ...”), Megyn
Kelly of NBC (“very bad at math”),
Mika Brzezinski of MSNBC (“dumb as
arock”), George Will of The Washing-
ton Post (“dopey”), Bill Kristol of The
Weekly Standard (“dummy”) and the
late Charles Krauthammer (“a dope”).

The insult database was last up-
dated July 10, but if we include the
recent tweet about James and Lemon,
I count 46 subjects of intelligence-
based insults from Trump, 41 of them
white. And, for those looking out for
sexism, 32 out of the 46 are male.

(Note, I didn’t count those whom
Trump called “clueless” or “light-
weight,” but the basic patterns would
still have prevailed if T had.)

This data set does not show Trump
is aracist. It shows he is a child. It
shows he’s an unimaginative, thin-
skinned counterpuncher who lashes
out lazily at those who disagree with
him with insults that appear to be
deeply ironic.

From all appearances, Trump him-
self is not a smart man, his Ivy League
degree and claims to being a genius
notwithstanding.

He spoke as though he thought
famed abolitionist orator Frederick
Douglass (1818-1895) were still alive.
Many times he’s told audiences that
the F-35 stealth fighter is literally invis-
ible in combat. He’s exhibited confu-
sion about the difference between HIV
and HPV, between climate and
weather, and between England, Great
Britain and the United Kingdom.

He boasts about how little he reads,
and his Twitter feed is rife with mis-
spellings and punctuation errors. For-
mer Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
did not deny reports that he called
Trump “a (expletive) moron,” and in
the recent behind-the-scenes book
“Fire and Fury;” author Michael Wolff
quotes top White House officials
name-calling Trump a “dope” or an
“idiot” One of his former professors at
the University of Pennsylvania report-
edly said, “Donald Trump was the
dumbest g------ student I ever had”

Unfair? In some ways, sure. There’s
more than one way to be smart, and
Trump has exhibited a facility for
manipulating people and playing on
their weaknesses that has resulted in
many successes in real estate along
with his astonishing political victory.

But Trump himself seems to favor
the intelligence quotient (IQ) standard
for intelligence, even though it’s based
on tests that don’t measure his brand of
savvy. Not only has Trump mentioned

1Q in criticizing De Niro and Waters,
he’s also used that measurement to
attack or challenge Brzezinski, Till-
erson and Mayor Sadiq Khan of Lon-
don, none of whose test scores he
knows, of course.

“Sorry losers and haters, but my IQ
is one of the highest -and you all know
it!” he tweeted in May 2013. “Please
don’t feel so stupid or insecure, it’s not
your fault”

IQ tests are intended to be diag-
nostic — they measure reasoning abil-
ity, comprehension, information proc-
essing and so on, not whether the
subject knows if or when Frederick
Douglass died — and are an imperfect
predictor of future performance in
school and on the job. One ostensibly
immutable number can’t possibly
measure a person’s potential or gauge
his worth.

Still. Truly smart people tend to do
well. And it’s time for Trump to put up
or shut up. He can take a genuine,
monitored IQ test — not an online
imitation — in about 90 minutes.
That’s less time than it takes to play
nine holes of golf or watch an episode
of “Fox and Friends.”

Bring in those whose intelligence
Trump has questioned on Twitter and
have them take the test as well, with
the results revealed immediately after-
ward on a live reality TV special.

My money would be on the “losers
and haters.” Yours?

ericzorn@gmail.com
Twitter @EricZorn

Alex Jones is a loathsome windbag — let him speak

By JosepH HoLT

It was widely reported Monday
that Facebook, Apple, YouTube
and Spotify removed content from
right-wing conspiracy theorist
Alex Jones and his Infowars net-
work from their platforms.

Jones peddled the bizarre theo-
ries that the tragic shootings in
2012 at Sandy Hook were a hoax,
and that Hillary Clinton’s cam-
paign staff ran a child-sex ring out
of a pizza restaurant in Washing-
ton, D.C. He is a morally repug-
nant windbag and I don’t want to
listen to him. But I do want to live
in a country where he can spout
his nonsense and be seen and
dismissed for the detestable jack-
ass heis.

Private tech companies are
certainly free to set the terms of
their user agreements, but they
should err in the direction of
inclusivity when doing so — as
Twitter has done in keeping Jones’
account live for now.

Removing Jones’ content from
big tech platforms lends credibil-
ity to his narrative about a left-
wing conspiracy to silence him
and other conservatives. The
Infowars homepage Monday
offered the following dire warn-
ing: “The war on your mind is in
full swing as globalists remove
outlets of liberty and truth, start-
ing with the tip of the spear: Alex
Jones.”

And Donald Trump Jr. tweeted
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Alex Jones, center, is a man of many bizarre theories and may offend a
lot of people, but he deserves the chance to be heard.

Tuesday, “How long before Big
Tech and their Democrat friends
move to censor and purge @Breit-
bartNews, @DailyCaller and other
conservative voices from their
platforms?”

Tt is better to allow Jones to
make a fool of himself than to
make him a free speech martyr.

Furthermore, there is the risk of
banning Jones and then falling
further down the slippery slope of
censorship. Once private censor-
ship by tech giants begins, where
will it end? I find much of what
conservative radio host Mark
Levin has to say needlessly hate-
ful, divisive and offensive — ditto
for Samantha Bee at times. But I
don’t want them removed from

social media.

The censorship danger is great
because big tech companies have
unprecedented power to control
the distribution of information in
society, and they respond quickly
to public pressure. Vox reported
Monday that the bans came “after
mounting public backlash against
Infowars’ pernicious rhetoric” We
won't have a free and robust
marketplace of ideas if those who
control the flow of information
silence whoever they are pres-
sured to silence whenever they are
pressured to do so.

Banning Jones and his ilk from
major social platforms could also
ultimately drive them under-
ground, where it would be harder

to track the mischief they are up
to. It is a safe bet that Jones will
spout conspiratorial nonsense so
long as he breathes. I would rather
him do it openly than in the dark
recesses of the web removed from
any scrutiny whatsoever.

Banning Jones also will not
solve the problems of hate speech
or false information. Devotees of
Jones are still free to post videos
from his website to their Facebook
pages and to YouTube. And as The
New York Times reports, there are
hundreds of smaller outlets pro-
moting similar conspiratorial
nonsense with millions of follow-
ers reposting the content.

Finally, we are all big boys and
girls and can decide for ourselves
whom to listen to. We should have
the confidence in our discretion
that President John Kennedy
praised in a speech in 1962:

“We are not afraid to entrust
the American people with un-
pleasant facts, foreign ideas, alien
philosophies, and competitive
values. For a nation that is afraid to
let its people judge the truth and
falsehood in an open market is a
nation that is afraid of its people”

Big tech companies should do a
more effective job than they have
to check Russian interference in
our elections. They also should
remove any particular content
that incites violence, such as
Jones’ rant in July, livestreamed
on his Facebook page, accusing
special counsel Robert Mueller of

covering up child rape and then
pantomiming shooting Mueller.

I appreciate the moral stance of
the tech companies against hate
speech and the glorification of
violence. And I appreciate the
desire Apple conveyed Sunday in a
statement to BuzzFeed News to
“provide a safe environment for all
of our users.” But a social environ-
ment in which there is censorship
whenever there is public pressure
for it is not a safe environment for
all of our citizens.

Apple, in its statement to Buzz-
Feed, said, “We believe in repre-
senting a wide range of views, so
long as people are respectful to
those with differing opinions.” But
if big tech companies kick off
everyone who is sometimes disre-
spectful of those who hold oppos-
ing views from their platforms,
how many would remain?

Communications technology
has changed a great deal since
Benjamin Franklin was publisher
of the Pennsylvania Gazette, but
the principle underlying his
apology in 1731 to those who were
angry with him “on the Account of
printing things they don’t like”
remains valid: “That if all printers
were determined not to print
anything till they were sure it
would offend nobody, there would
be very little printed.”

Joseph Holt is an ethics professor at
the University of Notre Dame’s
Mendoza College of Business.
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Sarah Jeong, who was hired to join The New York Times Editorial Board, says her tweets that have drawn scorn were “counter-trolling.”

Don’t mock the trolls:
they enjoy it too much

CLARENCE PAGE

Racial eruptions have become so com-
mon in the Trump era that they can exhaust
one’s capacity to remain perpetually out-
raged. Almost.

Yet, as a new twist on these tribally turbu-
lent times, the case of Sarah Jeong deserves
special attention — and it has been receiving
plenty.

Right-wing commentators erupted in
high, full-blown dudgeon after Jeong, a
highly regarded 30-year-old tech writer and
author hired to join The New York Times
Editorial Board, was found to have a history
of ridiculing “white people” on Twitter.

The questionable tweets, dating back as
far as five years, included:

“White people! You were already running
a karmic deficit but now we’re sending it to
collections”

“T hope the third travel ban forces white
people to undergo additional screening
before boarding municipal transportation.”

“The greatest trick the devil ever pulled
was convincing white people that folk music
is good”

I could go on, but the tweet that sparked
the most responses — and anger — by my
estimation went like this: “Oh man it’s kind
of sick how much joy I get out of being cruel
to old white men”

Ouch! Even I, an old black man with at
least a smidgen of empathy for my melanin-
challenged brethren, felt the sting of that one.

Fox News, Breitbart, the Daily Caller and
Rush Limbaugh, among other VIPs in the
pantheon of conservative punditry, pounced
on the Times’ apparent hypocrisy.

Many cited Quinn Norton, a technology
specialist the Times had hired before Jeong,
who was let go before she even started be-
cause of some of her recently discovered
tweets.

The offense: allegedly homophobic com-
ments on Twitter and an insistence on a
friendship with a notorious white suprema-
cist, although she vigorously denied sup-
porting that racist view. “I have been friends
with various neo-Nazis in my time, yes,”
Norton tweeted in 2014. “I have never
agreed with them, and I’'ve been clear on
that”

As for Jeong, she explained apologetically
in a statement that she sent her offensive
tweets as she was besieged by internet trolls,
people who drop unwanted comments on
social media and other internet forums to
provoke a fight or argument.

“As a woman of color on the internet, I
have faced torrents of online hate, often
along this vein,” she wrote.

I don’t doubt that. As one who has re-
ceived my own share of online hate, I have
nevertheless been amazed by the volume
and virulence of hate directed at my female
colleagues.

In that ill spirit, one tweet to Jeong read:
“@sarahjeong if T saw you. I would sock you
right in your lesbian face.”

Others used vulgar language and ethnic
slurs.

But I think she made a rookie mistake by
trying to respond, as she put it, in the same
racially satirical and sarcastic spirit as her
tormentors. My No. 1 rule for dealing with
online harassment is “Don’t feed the trolls.”

Just presume that they have more experi-
ence than you do at being jerks and idiots, a
standard down to which it is not worth
trying to sink.

Instead, just block them from your Twit-
ter or Facebook feed without letting them
know, if possible. Enjoy the thought of their
blabbing away endlessly without knowing
that you’re long gone.

But instead of doing that, Jeong said she
“engaged in what I thought of at the time as
counter-trolling. While it was intended as
satire, I deeply regret that I mimicked the
language of my harassers””

Right. Counter-trolling never has worked
in my experience. As my father used to tell
me, “Never argue with a fool because the
people who are looking at you won’t be able
to tell which of you is which.”

So, is the Times hypocritically applying a
double standard? Is this a case of manufac-
tured outrage or a legitimate pushback?

More than a little of both, I’d say. The
offended conservative pundits sound barely
able to conceal their glee at finding some
evidence to back up their relentless charges
of racial hypocrisy by the left.

As certain as I am that Jeong has learned
her lesson, though, I wish I could say the
same of our nation’s current president. His
own record for racially provocative insults
gets a pass from the same people who attack
Jeong.

The best way to handle President Donald
Trump’s racial incivilities is at the ballot box.
Leave the online insults to him.

Clarence Page, a member of the Tribune
Editorial Board, blogs at www.chicago
tribune.com/pagespage.

cpage@chicagotribune.com Twitter @cptime

America is swarming with Paul Manaforts

BY CATHERINE RAMPELL

One possible lesson of the many brazen,
conspicuous scandals related to President
Donald Trump and others in his orbit: The
U.S. government has been massively under-
investing in enforcement and prosecution
of white-collar crime.

Trumpkins argue that the pileup of
charges against onetime Trump campaign
chairman Paul Manafort is a sign that spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller has gone rogue.
After all, many of the allegations against
Manafort — laundering $30 million in in-
come, submitting false tax returns, lying to
banks, failing to register as a foreign agent,
obstructing justice — stem from his work in
and for Ukraine before 2016. They’re not
directly related to his time on the Trump
campaign.

Some of Manafort’s alleged crimes, as
Trump loves to point out, are more than a
decade old!

But the right question isn’t why Mueller
is going after Manafort now. It is: Why
didn’t someone go after Manafort before?
After all, there were just So. Many. Red.
Flags.

Not just the wire transfers to buy jackets
made from exotic animals but also the dec-
ades of work for international thugs and
kleptocrats, such as former Filipino Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos or former Ukrain-
ian President Viktor Yanukovych.

Manafort is also hardly the only person
associated with Trump who has engaged in
conspicuously suspicious financial and
political activities.

There was the apparent treatment of the
Trump Foundation as a personal check-
book, from which Trump used other peo-
ple’s charitable donations to settle his for-
profit businesses’ legal disputes and to
purchase gigantic portraits of himself. The
operation of Eric Trump’s personal founda-
tion has raised similar questions of self-

dealing, according to Forbes.

Or there’s the fishy stock trades by
Trump cronies, including Carl Icahn and
even the current commerce secretary,
Wilbur Ross. Ross shorted the stock of a
Kremlin-linked company days after he
learned journalists were reporting a poten-
tially negative story about the firm. (Both
Icahn and Ross have denied engaging in
insider trading,)

Or former National Security Adviser
Michael Flynn’s failure to register as a for-
eign agent working on behalf of Turkey.

There’s a clear reason so many Trump-
related figures likely felt free to engage in
dodgy behavior in broad daylight: They
didn’t expect anyone to care. And absent the
scrutiny that came with Trump’s political
success, such activities probably would have
gone ignored.

Federal prosecutions of white-collar
crime — a category that includes tax, corpo-
rate, health care or securities fraud, among
other crimes — are on track this year to
reach their lowest level on record. That’s
according to data compiled by Syracuse
University’s Transactional Records Access
Clearinghouse (TRAC), whose data go back
to 1986. Prosecutions of crimes related to
public corruption are also on pace to set a
record low.

Yet we have little reason to believe actual
levels of such crimes have decreased. So
why has enforcement plummeted? That’s
subject to some debate.

The Trump administration has openly
prioritized prosecution of other crimes,
particularly those related to immigration.
But the downward trend in white-collar
and official-corruption prosecutions pre-
dates the Trump presidency. The Barack
Obama administration, you may recall, was
often criticized for failing to hold corpora-
tions and executives accountable in the
wake of the financial crisis.

Some argue that big corporations and the

wealthy have become too politically influ-
ential. Jesse Eisinger, in his excellent book
“The Chickenshit Club: Why the Justice
Department Fails to Prosecute Executives,”
blames a culture of risk aversion in the
ranks of the Justice Department. Eric Hold-
er, an attorney general under Obama, once
suggested that corporate consolidation left
some firms too big to jail.

But undoubtedly part of the issue is re-
sources.

After 9/11, for instance, terrorism investi-
gations became more of a priority, crowding
out available dollars and personnel for
white-collar investigations.

Congress’ draconian budget cuts for the
Internal Revenue Service, likewise, caused
audit rates to plummet. According to TRAC
data, criminal prosecutions referred by the
IRS to the Justice Department are about
half their level from just five years ago and
are poised to dip to a new low this year.

Astonishingly, this decline in enforce-
ment is now being cited as evidence of
innocence. Manafort’s lawyer, in his recent
opening statement, shamelessly suggested
that his client must not be guilty of tax fraud
because he’d never been audited.

Likewise, on Fox News, Trump surrogate
and former federal prosecutor Joseph
diGenova objected to Mueller’s criminal
prosecution of Manafort in part because
Manafort “has no criminal record”

Which is, you know, a thing that’s true at
some point for every defendant, until they
get prosecuted.

In any case, contra such objections,
Manafort’s prosecution now is less a sign of
Mueller’s overreach, and more a sign of the
rest of our federal government’s decades of
underperformance.

Washington Post Writers Group

Catherine Rampell is a Washington Post
columnist.
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Hucksters syndrome

Recently the term “Trump De-
rangement Syndrome” has been in
the news. Those affected are said to
be so blinded by hatred of Trump
that they cannot appreciate or see all
the great things he has done. They
are Trump haters.

In the interest of being fair and
balanced, here is a proposed term for
Trump lovers — “Trump Suckers
Syndrome.” In this case, the affected
have an intense love for Trump and
his image. Maintaining this love
requires that much objective evi-
dence be ignored. For example: He is
a great businessman (who has de-
clared bankruptcy on several busi-
nesses, hidden his tax returns, and
been sued many times for fraud). He
has loyal Christian family values (and
three marriages as well many ru-
mored affairs). He loves his country
and wants to make it great again (as
long as that country is Russia). He is
an excellent con artist (can’t argue
that one).

Is Trump Suckers Syndrome a
good descriptive term? Per PT. Bar-
num, there is a (Trump) sucker born
every minute.

— Don Fagerson, Alan Launspach,
Michaela Anfilogoff and Anthony
D’Agostino, Palatine

Foreign aid

As the international “trade war”
sparked by the policies of the Trump
administration continues to heat up, a
lot of people are understandably
anxious. With so much turmoil both
at home in the U.S. and with some of
our most important trade partners,
it’s easy to lose sight of human needs
around the world. Increasing foreign
aid spending is a tough sell any time
economic conditions are hard, but aid
is more important and more produc-
tive now than it’s ever been before.

Consider that based on gross na-
tional income, the United States
invests half the average among other
wealthy nations in foreign aid. De-
spite the common perception that
our country is inclined toward being
overly-generous, only around one
percent of U.S. federal spending goes
toward foreign aid.

During the past several decades,
foreign aid has helped drive sharp
declines in poverty around the world.
Despite a quickly rising global popu-
lation, hundreds of millions fewer
people live in poverty today than 30
years ago. Diseases are faltering,
sanitation access is spreading, and
fledgling economies are beginning to
spread their wings.

This is good news for humanity.
It’s also good news for American jobs
and trade. As hundreds of millions of
people rise from poverty, the demand
for American goods is increasing
worldwide. Even in today’s turbulent
times, it would be a mistake to not
invest in the developing world. Every
nation on the globe stands to benefit.

As citizens, our votes and our
voices can impact how Congress
decides on issues related to foreign
aid. Each of us can make a difference
at home and abroad by showing up to
vote or by something as simple as
emailing or calling our senators and
representatives.

— Joshua Henreckson, Mundelein

Coverage denied

For reference: An actuary is de-
fined as a person who compiles and
analyzes statistics and uses them to
calculate insurance risks and premi-
ums.

Opponents of Obamacare made all
sorts of unfounded claims, among
them “death panels.” Of course, none
have appeared. However, the move
among Obamacare opponents to go
back to the time when insurance
carriers could enforce their need to
produce profits at the expense of
customers by denying coverage could
return. Behind all of this is the actu-
ary, whose life is dedicated to produc-
ing mathematical projections; the
results are used by management to
produce “insurance policy” These are
the real “death panels.”

Actuarial projections are also the
reason for “mandatory” coverage.
Automobile insurance works because
it’s mandatory almost everywhere. So
is homeowner insurance if you have a
mortgage. Without mandatory cov-
erage, premiums would be beyond
reach for most.

So, who are the villains? It’s not the
actuaries. They are doing their jobs.
It’s the legislators who oppose man-
datory coverage. Most are Republi-
cans.

Elections matter, so it is important
to know how your candidate feels
about health insurance when you
vote in 2018.

— John S. Strauss, Campton Hills

For online exclusive letters go to
www.chicagotribune.com/letters.
Send letters by email to
cte-TribLetter@chicagotribune.com
or to Voice of the People, Chicago
Tribune, 160 N. Stetson Ave., Third
Floor, Chicago, IL 60601. Include
your name, address and phone
number.
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The summer of Meghan Markle and all
the tired ways we talk about royal women

By MoNIcA HESSE

The first summer of Meghan Markle’s
royalty is coming to an end and, as a diligent
student of her tabloid coverage, here is what
I have learned: She is going to Balmoral for
the queen’s summer holiday, and that will
be a test. She had her first solo outing with
the queen, in Cheshire, and that was a test.
She crossed her legs and not her ankles
once in public, and that was a test she failed,
but then she sat next to the toilets in the
economy section of an airplane when she
flew to the south of France and that was a
test she passed.

In the narrative of Meghan and Queen
Elizabeth IT, the queen is like Regina
George of “Mean Girls,” sneakily setting up
little mean-girl tests for Meghan the way we
decided Queen Elizabeth did for Diana and
then Camilla and then Kate, because natu-
rally a 92-year-old monarch’s primary con-
cern is hazing her granddaughter-in-law.

This one time, Meghan didn’t know
whether to let the queen get into a car first,
so she asked, and this was somehow morti-
fying. Meghan likes pasta, but the queen
doesn’t serve it at her table, and will
Meghan be able to survive one meal with-
out pasta, or will she, like most people de-
prived of pasta for one meal, wither into an
empty husk as she wails, “Rigatoni. Rigato-
ni”?

Three months ago when Meghan mar-
ried Prince Harry, everyone speculated that
the presence of a divorced biracial Ameri-
can 30-something would forever change
the monarchy. This column was going to
attempt to evaluate that endeavor, and what
T have discovered in my research is that this
past weekend was Meghan’s birthday and
she wore a colorblock dress from Club
Monaco and accidentally flashed her bra.

Royal watching is seen as a silly sport, but
it’s actually a controlled science experi-
ment. To examine the first three months of
Meghan Markle’s royalty is to have an un-
fettered look at the tired stories we tell
about women when they’re not allowed to
rebut the narrative.

What does it mean to be a princess in
20182 What does it mean to be a queen?
The royal family’s job is to function as
figureheads — to offend nobody, to take no
positions. For 60 years, the head of that
family has been a woman.

AN

JEFF J MITCHELL/GETTY

Meghan Markle, Duchess of Sussex, sits with Queen Elizabeth Il at an event in Chester, England, in June.

The combination of these two circum-
stances has resulted in the coverage of the
modern monarchy being oddly feminized:
Nobody can know what the queen is think-
ing, so let’s turn our attention to her re-
newed love of gardening and a photo gallery
of her 51 best hats. The women of the royal
family have become the perfect targets for
British and American societies struggling
with sexism: The women are there to be
judged. They are not allowed to talk back.

During President Donald Trump’s recent
European tour, he had rocky encounters
with British Prime Minister Theresa May
and German Chancellor Angela Merkel.
The only stateswoman he seemed to enjoy
meeting was Queen Elizabeth, whose entire
job consists of saying nothing and being
polite.

“I was asked to have tea with the queen,
who is incredible by the way;” Trump said.

“I’'m waiting. I was about 15 minutes early
and I'm waiting with my wife and that’s
fine. Hey, it’s the queen, right? We can wait.”

It fell to the internet to produce contra-
dictory evidence: Earlier this week some-
one uploaded footage of the queen stoically
eyeing her watch while herself waiting on
the president.

At least her foil in that narrative wasn’t
another woman.

“Meghan Markle’s rising popularity
causes tension with Kate Middleton,” says
Us Weekly.

“Tension inside the royal household. Is it
because of Meghan Markle?” asks the Royal
UK, a gossip site.

Meghan’s family, the white side, is still
crazy, we learn via our tabloid education.
Meghan’s mom hung out with Oprah.
Meghan sometimes dresses like her de-
ceased mother-in-law, in the sense that they

have both worn clothes that are, for exam-
ple, blue. When this happens, Town &
Country will do a pictorial spread that
implies Meghan is trying to take Diana’s
place.

Meghan Markle Meghan Markle.

I read stories about her and I think I'm
supposed to believe that she’s representa-
tive of all women, or our complicated no-
tions about them. Maybe pretending to like
you, maybe about to stab you in the back.
Proving her own worthiness to the public
by wearing the right thing. Proving her
humility, by situating herself near the air-
plane toilet. Doing the best she can while
never getting it quite right.

The Washington Post

Monica Hesse is a Washington Post col-
umnist.
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