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Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section

Tom Skilling’s forecast High 36 Low 29

Quarterback Mitch Trubisky was listed as limited in Wednesday’s practice at Halas Hall, a good indicator that veteran Chase Daniel will start for the second consecutive week. 
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SIGNS POINT TO ANOTHER DANIEL START

Toxic waste contam-
inates water sources near
all but two of the coal-fired
power plants in Illinois,
according to a new analy-
sis based largely on testing
conducted by energy com-
panies.

The compilation of in-
dustry-supplied reports

from 24 coal plants high-
lights how federal and
state officials have failed
for decades to hold corpo-
rations accountable for the
millions of tons of ash and
other harmful byproducts
created by the burning of
coal to generate electricity.

Most of the waste in

Illinois has been mixed
with water and pumped
into unlined pits, where
testing shows harmful lev-
els of arsenic, chromium,
lead and other heavy met-
als are steadily oozing
through the ground
toward lakes and rivers,
including the state’s only
national scenic river.

One of the sites is the
Waukegan Generating Sta-
tion on Lake Michigan, a
former ComEd coal plant
now owned by NRG Ener-

gy that is ringed by two
unlined ash ponds and an
unlicensed landfill. Anoth-
er is a Joliet quarry where
ComEd and other compa-
nies dumped coal ash until
NRG overhauled a nearby
coal plant in 2016 to burn
natural gas.

Ten of the sites pose a
danger to the drinking
water supplies of nearby
communities, according to
the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency, includ-
ing the Joliet dump and

ash pits surrounding an-
other NRG coal plant
along the Des Plaines
River in Romeoville.

Nonprofit groups be-
hind the new report, in-
cluding the Environmen-
tal Integrity Project and
the Sierra Club, are urging
Democrat J.B. Pritzker, the
state’s next governor, to
require coal-plant owners
to stop polluting the state’s
protected waters and to set

The Waukegan Generating Station on Lake Michigan, owned by New Jersey-based NRG Energy, is ringed by two unlined coal ash ponds. 
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Report: Waste from 22 coal
plants imperils water supply 
Analysis urges that owners be
required to stop polluting
By Michael Hawthorne | Chicago Tribune

Turn to Waste, Page 6

Chicago police Officer
Dora Fontaine says she was
horrified upon seeing state-
ments that the detective
investigating Laquan
McDonald’s death had at-
tributed to her.

She maintains she never
told him that 17-year-old
McDonald raised his arm,
moving to attack Officer
Jason Van Dyke with a
knife.

That denial contradicted
the shooting’s long-held
narrative and eventually
helped prosecutors build a
case against three officers
accused of conspiring to
cover up the circumstances
of the knife-wielding
McDonald’s fatal shooting
by Van Dyke.

It also made her an out-
cast among her colleagues,
Fontaine said Wednesday in
her testimony at the trial of
three former or current
colleagues that went until
almost 8 p.m.

Some called her a rat, a
traitor and a snitch, she said,
and implied they wouldn’t
back her up on the street.
The situation became so
fraught that, she said, her
supervisors pulled her from
patrol and assigned her to
paid desk duty.

“If I was at a call and I
needed assistance, some of-
ficers felt strong enough to
say that I didn’t deserve to
be helped,” she testified.

Wearing her police uni-
form and occasionally
speaking in a defiant voice, 

Cop says
officer in
cover-up
trial lied 
She says challenge
to McDonald story
made her outcast 
By Christy Gutowski,
Jason Meisner 
and Stacy St. Clair
Chicago Tribune
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WASHINGTON —
Nancy Pelosi was nomi-
nated by fellow Democrats
to be House speaker
Wednesday, but she still
faces a showdown vote
when the full House con-
venes in January. 

Pelosi entered the
closed-door caucus elec-
tion in an unusual position

— running unopposed for
the nomination despite the
clamor by some Demo-
crats for new leadership.
The lopsided 203-32 tally
showed both the weakness
of her opposition but also
the challenges ahead. 

The California Demo-
crat has been deftly pick-
ing off opponents — in-
cluding nine who an-
nounced their support as
voting was underway — a
trend she’ll need to accel-
erate to reach the 218-vote
threshold for election
when Democrats take con-
trol of the chamber in the

new year. 
“Are there dissenters?

Yes,” the California Demo-
crat told reporters as the
ballots were being
counted. “But I expect to
have a powerful vote going
forward.” 

Pelosi was nominated
by Rep. Joe Kennedy of
Massachusetts, with no
fewer than eight col-
leagues seconding the
choice, including Rep.
John Lewis of Georgia, the
civil rights leader, and
three newly elected law-

Unopposed Pelosi clears hurdle for speaker’s job
But Dem still faces
test when House
convenes in Jan. 
By Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press

Rep. Nancy Pelosi emerges after a 203-32 vote Wednes-

day in the Democratic caucus election at the Capitol.
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Bridgeport-area Catholics
learned about changes 
to schools and parishes. 
Chicagoland, Page 6

Archdiocese lays
out plan to merge
several parishes 

State officials no longer
assume the building will get
$300 million from a sale in
2019 fiscal year. Business

Thompson
Center’s future
again in flux

A new Chicago Public
Schools office created to
investigate cases of student-
on-student sexual violence
has fielded more than 600
allegations so far this school
year, district officials testi-
fied Wednesday to the City
Council’s education com-
mittee.

That shocking figure
came as top CPS officials —

though not the district’s
chief executive — defended
and reviewed the district’s
response to sexual abuse
allegations after the Trib-
une exposed broad failures
in an investigation this year.
CPS CEO Janice Jackson
and Chicago Board of Edu-
cation President Frank
Clark met with Mayor
Rahm Emanuel privately

earlier in the day, the may-
or’s spokesman said, but did
not attend the committee
hearing.

District deputy general
counsel Douglas Henning,
chief security officer Jadine
Chou and other staffers
instead summarized for al-
dermen the district ’s
changes to background
check procedures, policies
on abuse reporting and the
sexual grooming of stu-
dents, and the creation of a
new Office of Student Pro-
tections and Title IX. The
office is devoted to investi-
gating student-on-student

assault, supporting student
victims and training staff on
their child-protection du-
ties.

The large number of re-
ports and calls handled by
the new office reflects what
Henning described as a
“new reality.”

“We’re in a world now
where it’s not OK to look
the other way on any of
this,” Henning said. “We’re
in a world now where if you
see something that makes
you uncomfortable, that
you think is wrong, you 

Sexual violence claims flood CPS

Chicago Public Schools officials look on at the City Council

hearing. Not present was CPS CEO Janice Jackson.
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Hundreds of abuse complaints
fielded by new Title IX office
By Juan Perez Jr. and Jennifer Smith Richards
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Schools, Page 6
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There is more bad news about
John Allen Chau, the young American
adventurer-missionary who insisted
on visiting a forbidden Indian island
to preach Christianity to the most
isolated tribe on Earth.

Chau, 26, was reportedly killed by
arrows on North Sentinel Island in
the Bay of Bengal this month. But his
friends are now saying that he might
be alive. Pressure will build to send an
expedition to find him, or at least
recover his body.

And that would be disastrous news
for the tribe of Sentinelese.

They are hunters and fishermen
who have lived almost entirely with-
out outside contact for centuries.
They don’t welcome visitors. They
want to be left alone. They have no
immunity to illnesses like the measles
or flu. An expedition to find Chau
could be genocidal.

“I think there’s a possibility he may
have survived — I wouldn’t rule it
out,” Chau’s friend and fellow Chris-
tian missionary John Middleton Ram-
sey told the British tabloid The Sun
online.

“His mother is a Christian too and
she has said in her prayers that she
had feelings John might still be alive.
And there weren’t a whole lot of eye-
witnesses and so his body hasn’t been
found, we shouldn’t rule it out. Even if
there’s a small chance,” Ramsey was
quoted as saying.

Earlier reports from local fisher-
men who took Chau to the island said
he was killed by arrows and buried.
Indian authorities still think those
reports are sound and have put talk of
a search on hold.

“I DON’T WANT TO DIE,” Chau
wrote in his diary on the first day he
tried to reach the island, when a
young boy pulled a bowstring and
shot an arrow at him and missed.
“Would it be wiser to leave and let
someone else to continue. No I don’t
think so.”

John Chau, you were wrong. It
would have been wise never to have
set foot on the island. You had no
business being there. You didn’t speak
the language, the tribe wouldn’t have

known what you were saying, and you
endangered all their lives by going.

Who can say what brought you
there? Pride and arrogance? Or love of
people you thought you could serve?

But the episode has stoked negative
feelings among the Indian people
who had troubled relations with
missionaries during the long, harsh
years of British rule. And it has also
given license to a swarm of anti-
Christian bigotry on Twitter, an elec-
tronic island of seething tribes of
bigots and bigot-baiters.

You made your own choice, John
Chau. I’m sorry that you were killed.
But you should never have gone. The
Sentinelese should have been left
alone. And I’m ambivalent at best
about conversion at the hands of
missionaries.

As a Greek Orthodox Christian, I
know what is expected, that we go out
and preach the Evangelion, the good
news of the Gospels. Oddly, there are
evangelical missionaries who go to
Greece, where St. Paul preached and
where Christianity has been practiced
for 2,000 years. And still they try to
convert the Orthodox.

Perhaps the evangelical missionar-
ies don’t think Greeks are Christian
enough. Yet when they read their
Good Book and come upon the words
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” do
they think they’re reading Japanese,
or Italian?

I never much liked the idea of
trying to convert someone’s religious
beliefs. Perhaps that makes me a
sinner, but I think people should be
left alone to make their own choices.

History is full of disasters falling
upon indigenous people. First come
the missionaries and the traders, then
the soldiers and the lords. The mis-
sionaries burn with religious zeal.
The lords think of profit and what can
be taken. The tribes die from disease.

And in this way, people are con-
sumed. It happened, of course, in the
Americas. And in China before the
Boxer Rebellion, there was also great
outrage and excess and ultimately
scandal committed by those who
were ostensibly there to preach the

gospels of love.
And between Christian and Chris-

tian there was outrage, too, in Ireland.
The Great Hunger, also known as

the Irish Potato Famine, began in 1845
when the potato crop was ruined by a
fungus. Ireland was a colony of Eng-
land.

Without the potato, farmers
couldn’t pay the rent to their English
lords, and they were evicted from
their homes, kicked out onto the
streets. The population dropped by 25
percent in just a few years. One mil-
lion hungry people died in Ireland
from disease or starvation.

English Protestant Bible societies
set up schools for the Irish children
and offered to feed them soup on one
condition: that the Irish would re-
nounce their ancient Roman Catholic
faith.

Their choice was apostasy or death
by starvation. For many, staying alive
meant renouncing their faith. This
was called “taking the soup.” And
those who took it were called
“soupers.”

Some Protestant churchmen con-
demned the practice. And others may
have honestly believed they were
saving souls, though what was done to
starving Irish children wasn’t re-
motely Christian. It was all about
pride, and zealotry, and bending a
subject people to their will.

From what I’ve read of the story of
John Allen Chau and the Sentinelese
people, I don’t think he was about
forcing anyone. I think he was young
and passionate in his faith and
thought he was on some great adven-
ture.

But he should have stayed away.
There should be some places left on
Earth where people can live in their
natural state, away from all of us and
all our pride and our holy men.

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin — at
www.wgnradio.com/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

jskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass

John Allen Chau, right, stands with founder of Ubuntu Football Academy Casey Prince in Cape Town, South Africa. 
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John Kass

Missionary should have
left isolated tribe alone

The Chicago Tribune’s 2019 Algren Awards contest
has begun. Entries are now being accepted for the con-
test, which honors original short fiction.

This program honors Chicago literary great Nelson
Algren. Entries will be accepted until the deadline of
11:59 p.m. Central time on Thursday, Jan. 31.

We invite writers to submit their previously unpub-
lished stories, which must be less than 8,000 words.

An important feature of this contest, which is nation-
ally recognized, is that it is a blind entry process. That
means that authors’ names must not appear on the
stories. The requirement ensures that judges are able to
evaluate each story on its own merits.

If a writer enters a story and his or her name is on
any of the pages, including the story title page, it will be
disqualified immediately.

For full submission guidelines and to submit your
story, visit algren.submittable.com/submit.

The contest will have a grand prize winner and five
finalists. We estimate that entries will total 3,000.

TRIBUNE NOW ACCEPTING
ENTRIES FOR 2019 NELSON
ALGREN LITERARY CONTEST

CHICAGO AMERICAN 
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I have no idea what was
going through Democratic
state Rep. Stephanie Kifow-
it’s mind when she said, on
the floor of the Illinois
House, that she would like
to expose a Republican
lawmaker’s family to the
bacteria that causes Legion-
naire’s disease.

Equally mystifying is
what was going through
her mind when, rather than
immediately apologizing
for an objectively horrible
statement, she lied and
claimed her words were
“twisted and misrepre-
sented” and “misheard.”

Here’s what the Oswego
lawmaker said Tuesday,
addressing Republican
state Rep. Peter Breen of
Lombard during debate
over a bill that would help
the families of veterans
who died of Legionnaires’
disease at a Quincy veter-
ans home: “I would like to
make him a broth of Le-
gionella and pump it into
the water system of his
loved one, so that they can
be infected, they can be
mistreated, they can sit
and suffer by getting as-
pirin instead of being
properly treated and ulti-
mately die.”

What a staggeringly
twisted thing to say. The
only words that should
follow a statement like that
are: “Oh, my God, I’m so
sorry. That was an awful
thought and I apologize for
even suggesting such a
thing.”

Instead, according to a
report by my colleagues
Mike Riopell and Rick

Pearson, Kifowit responded
to the outrage over her
remark by claiming: “Quite
clearly what I said was
‘imagine if it was your fam-
ily.’ ”

No, Rep. Kifowit, that’s
not at all what you said.

She continued: “So if it
was misheard, I’ll apologize
for the misheard, but my
words were clearly, ‘Imag-
ine if it was your family.’ ”

That’s garbage. She said,
verbatim: “I would like to
make him a broth of Le-
gionella and pump it into
the water system of his
loved one.”

Kifowit continued to
prevaricate on Twitter: “In
response to remarks against
giving restitution by Rep
Breen I stated ‘imagine if it
was your family’ as a hypo-
thetical because it did hap-
pen to families. I never
stated anything to wish his
family death.”

She literally said she
would “like to” pump bac-
teria into the family’s water
system so they can “ulti-
mately die.”

It wasn’t until late
Wednesday morning, after
an earlier version of this
column went up online and
a slew of other voices on
social media expressed
disgust, that Kifowit issued
a statement of apology:

“I offer my sincere apolo-
gy to Representative Peter
Breen, his family, and all of
my House colleagues for
my poor choice of words
during a serious discussion
on our Veterans’ health and
safety. I would never wish
any harm or mortality on
anyone’s family, including
the Breen family. As a Mar-
ine Corps Veteran, I feel
very passionate about what
happened in our Quincy
Veterans home, which
resulted in 13 Veterans and
1 spouse’s deaths, in addi-
tion to over 70 individuals

being ill. The truth is this
did happen to our heroes,
and my attempt to illustrate
empathy for the families
that were affected by the
loss of their loved ones was
not conveyed properly.”

Kifowit is a Marine vet-
eran. The bill that was
being discussed raises the
limit on damages the state
will pay out in civil litiga-
tion cases from $100,000 to
$2 million and was in-
tended to help the families
of the 13 veterans whose
deaths at the Illinois Veter-
ans Home in Quincy have
been linked to an outbreak
of Legionnaire’s disease.

Breen was speaking in
opposition of the bill —

which wound up passing —
concerned about what it
might wind up costing the
state.

The deaths of those
veterans in Quincy is a
tragedy worthy of outrage,
from Kifowit and every
Illinoisan. There are al-
ready a slew of lawsuits
claiming the state was
negligent and didn’t do
enough to stop the out-
break, and Illinois Attorney
General Lisa Madigan has
opened a criminal probe
into how Gov. Bruce
Rauner’s administration
handled the crisis.

There’s no amount of
money that can right such a
wrong, but I certainly be-

lieve that if the state is
found negligent, the fam-
ilies of those veterans de-
serve every penny they can
get.

Still, as outrageous and
tragic as this case is, Kifow-
it’s comment to Breen was
sickeningly wrong. And she
owed him, her constituents,
her fellow lawmakers and
all of us a swift and substan-
tive apology.

That apology should’ve
come immediately after
Kifowit spoke. Instead, it
took public ridicule and the
better part of a day to bring
it out.

Breen has a wife and two
adopted daughters. He and
I view the world rather
differently and stand as
polar opposites on most
issues, including the bill
that passed Tuesday, but I
would never wish ill on him
or his family.

What brought Kifowit to
that point is a mystery. And
her refusal to apologize
immediately, combined
with ham-handed claims

that she didn’t say what she
clearly said, makes it seem
like her Wednesday apology
was issued out of necessity
rather than sincere regret.

I am glad she apologized.
Better late than never, I
suppose.

But the real issue here is
that we have a president
who has eviscerated the
boundaries of decency with
his political rhetoric, behav-
ing as if bullying and mean-
spiritedness equate to
toughness.

Other politicians, if they
want to be on the right side
of history, have a responsi-
bility to rise above the lan-
guage and offhand mean-
ness the president em-
braces.

What Kifowit said to
Breen, and her attempt to
deny she said it, was down-
right Trumpian.

She spoke without think-
ing. And that’s something
we see far too much of
these days.

rhuppke@chicagotribune.com

Dem legislator’s
apology should
have come sooner

Rep. Stephanie Kifowit first said her words were “twisted and misrepresented” before apologizing to a fellow lawmaker.
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Rex W. Huppke

An apology should’ve come 
immediately after Rep. Stephanie
Kifowit spoke. Instead, it took public
ridicule and the better part of a day
to bring it out. 

Illinois 18-year-olds can
keep buying cigarettes in
many areas of the state, after
lawmakers on Wednesday
failed to override Gov.
Bruce Rauner’s veto of a
measure that would have
raised the statewide min-
imum age to buy tobacco
products to 21.

Under the tobacco legis-
lation, it would have been
illegal to sell tobacco prod-
ucts, including electronic

cigarettes and vaping devic-
es, to anyone under the age
of 21. Retailers who violated
the law could have been
fined, but the state would no
longer have penalized those
caught possessing tobacco
while underage, under the
plan.

Rauner vetoed the pro-
posal over the summer, and
lawmakers in the Illinois
House did not override
him. That likely kicks the
issue into the term of
Democratic Gov.-elect J.B.
Pritzker, who takes office
in January. Chicago already
boosted the minimum legal
tobacco age to 21 from 18 in
2016.

Republican state Rep.

Allen Skillicorn of East
Dundee, who opposed rais-
ing the smoking age, said
18-year-olds can get credit
cards, buy cars and join the
military. They should get to
make choices, even if smok-
ing is a “dirty, disgusting
habit,” Skillicorn said.

“Let’s encourage them to
make the right decision, not
take away all their deci-
sions,” Skillicorn said.

Supporters had hoped
making the change would
stop more young people
from starting to smoke, sav-
ing lives and health care
costs in the process. Law-
makers came up nine votes
short of overriding Rauner
in the House, but big Demo-

cratic wins on Election Day
mean backers might find
more favor in the Capitol
next year.

Meanwhile, the House
narrowly voted to approve
an immigration bill Rauner
vetoed in the heat of his
re-election campaign. The
measure would have set a
deadline for processing visa
applications aimed at assist-
ing victims of domestic vi-
olence, sexual assault and
human trafficking, giving
them federal protections if
law enforcement certified
they came forward and ac-
tively cooperated in prose-
cuting their case.

“This is a bill that is about
allowing victims of crime to

be able to be empowered
enough to use their voice to
report the crime,” Demo-
cratic state Rep. Litesa Wal-
lace of Rockford said.

Rauner vetoed the pro-
posal in August in southern
Illinois, as he tried to get
rural conservatives who
back President Donald
Trump behind his re-elec-
tion.

“That ties the hands of
law enforcement,” Rauner
said at the time. “It can
delay deportations that
should otherwise occur.”

After the House override
vote, Pritzker praised the
move and called Illinois a
“welcoming state.”

“The VOICES Act is

critical legislation that pro-
tects immigrant survivors
of domestic violence, sexu-
al assault, trafficking and
other crimes, and I’m
proud to see it enacted into
law,” he said.

The immigration over-
ride was one of a handful of
final clashes between law-
makers and Rauner, who
has spent much of his time
after losing his re-election
bid out of the public eye —
in contrast to the frequent
fights with the Democrat-
controlled legislature that
dominated his four-year
term.

mriopell@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MikeRiopell

Lawmakers don’t raise statewide legal age to buy tobacco to 21
Rauner had vetoed
measure, legislators
failed to override
By Mike Riopell
Chicago Tribune
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Urban rat science, ac-
cording to the people at
Lincoln Park Zoo who’ve
been studying Chicago’s
vermin, needs more work.

But a new study they
released Wednesday helps
flesh out the field. It shows
that Chicago rats are indeed
more prevalent in areas that
draw the most citizen rat
complaints, mostly in high-
density neighborhoods on
the North and Northwest
sides.

And in another key find-
ing from the study con-
ducted in alleyways in 13 of
Chicago’s 77 official “com-
munity areas,” there is a
strong correlation between
the presence of open
garbage and a preponder-
ance of rats.

But Chicago’s supposed
status as America’s “rat
capital” (according to a
summertime report from an
apartment search service)
and its high number of rat
complaints compared to
other cities belie the fact
that the city is actually
doing better at rat control
than many of its peers,
according to Rebecca Fyffe,
research director for Land-
mark Pest Management, a
private company that
helped the zoo with the
study.

“I’ve traveled to New
York and to New Orleans to
look at the rat issues and

they have much more se-
vere problems than Chi-
cago,” she said. “Boston has
an incredible degree of rat
problems too. I know that
New York does. I go out
with night vision glasses
on, and I do rat counts and
rat safaris, and I’ve done
them in both Chicago and
New York, and New York
seems twice as ratty as
Chicago.”

But whether or not Chi-
cago is a second city — or
third or fourth — for ro-
dents wasn’t the point of the
study. It was about getting a
handle on the rats we do
have, however numerous
they may be.

“We really want to
understand rat ecology so
we can, you know, know thy
enemy,” said Maureen Mur-
ray, lead author of the study
and a wildlife disease ecolo-
gist with the zoo’s Urban
Wildlife Institute and
Davee Center for Epidemi-
ology and Endocrinology.
“If you can understand rats,
maybe you can figure out
how to minimize conflicts
between rats and people.”

Her key bit of advice?
“Stash your trash. The eas-
iest way to ensure rats stay
at bay is to secure trash in
closed bins.”

This is especially impor-
tant because the more food
rats have, the more fre-
quently they are able to
breed. (Stomach-turning
side note: Put your dog
poop in those bins, too,
because it is a nutrient-rich
food that rats thrive on.)

The study had a corollary
benefit, for those who fret
that science gets lost in

esoteric questions at the
expense of more practical
concerns: It was conducted
by catching —and killing—
61 of our scurrying fellow
denizens.

This happened between
April and June of this year
and was carried out by
Landmark, a private, scien-
ce-based, pest-control com-
pany working with zoo re-
searchers. Traps were
placed in alleyways in eco-
nomically diverse areas
from which people calling
the city’s 311 line most
commonly reported rat
problems.

The study’s analysis of
almost 46,000 rat com-
plaints from April 2017 to
April 2018 showed that they
were most concentrated in
North and Northwest Side
neighborhoods and that
those were also areas with
the least vacant land and the
highest concentrations of
home renters.

The new data are set
against a city backdrop of
increased rat-control ef-
forts and much publicity
about them in recent years.
Mayor Rahm Emanuel has
boosted Chicago’s budget
for rat control, and the city
has employed innovate
strategies including steriliz-
ing rats; stuffing their dens
with dry ice — which emits
CO2 that suffocates the
residents — and loosing
feral cats on them.

“I think the city is doing a
fabulous job of rat control,”
said Fyffe. 

She believes the city has
more complaints than its
peers because it does a
better job at asking resi-

dents to report rats and at
tracking the calls that come
in, she said.

While both of the study’s
key conclusions might seem
merely logical, scientific
confirmation of such things
is significant, said Fyffe, the
second author on the study,
published Wednesday in
the online open access jour-
nal Frontiers in Ecology and

Evolution.
“It’s important to know

because we would be falling
short as urban wildlife man-
agers if the services for
urban rat control weren’t
distributed according to
need,” she said.

Chicago puts its rat con-
trol efforts where the calls
come from, and what the
study proves is that this is
sound strategy, she said. In
other words, said Fyffe, it’s
not a case of “the squeaky
wheel gets the grease.”

As for the association
between rat prevalence and
what the paper calls “un-
contained garbage,” this
points to simple, obvious
steps citizens and landlords
can take to fight rats on
their own.

“The choices people
make in terms of how they

throw their garbage away,
they need to know the
impact,” she said.

Added Murray, “Out of all
the different (rat) attract-
ants we measured, garbage
definitely popped out as the
most important one.”

Zoo researchers are con-
tinuing to study the city’s
rats, including examina-
tions of carcasses for the
types of diseases they might
be carrying and the levels of
stress their bodies demon-
strate.

“Rats are a great example
of a species that really thrive
in cities all over the world,”
said Murray, “and we’re
definitely not, you know,
not going to be living with
them anytime soon.”

sajohnson@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @StevenKJohnson

Rats like trash, and most rats
in sites with most complaints
A Chicago study
has unsurprising
conclusions
By Steve Johnson
Chicago Tribune

Nick Iannacco, left, and Robert Hackin, rodent abatement technicians for Landmark Pest

Management, bait rat traps near a Lincoln Park alley this spring for a study of city’s rats. 
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A rat crawls near a stairway

from the Michigan Avenue

bridge down to the Chicago

River by Wacker Drive. 

Mayoral candidate Bill
Daley on Wednesday said
Chicago should consider a
commuter tax on suburban-
ites and a host of other new
revenue sources to help
solve the city’s looming
pension crisis.

Chicago’s next mayor
will have to come up with
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in additional annual
payments to the city’s pub-
lic employee pension funds,
and Daley said he’s studying
whether those who work in
the city but live in the
suburbs should help foot
the bill.

“We have to find new
revenues, and everything is
on the table,” Daley said 13
minutes into his 30-minute
speech. “Marijuana, ca-
sinos, commuter taxes, real
estate transfer taxes — and
reforms to the system —
must be on the table.”

Daley, however, made no
mention of a plan outgoing
Mayor Rahm Emanuel has
floated to borrow as much
as $10 billion to help reduce
the pension liability. Eman-
uel plans to give a major
speech next month on his
recommendations to deal
with the spike in pension
payments on the horizon.

A state law requires the
city to make increased con-
tributions to its woefully
underfunded pension pro-
grams over the next several
years, totaling nearly $1
billion in new annual pay-
ments by 2023. Emanuel
already has had to make
heavy payments to help
shore up the funds, largely
relying on a series of record
property tax increases and a
new water and sewer fee to
do so.

As a result, Daley said he
would like to avoid going
back to the property tax
well again to make future
pension payments. The for-
mer U.S. commerce secre-
tary under President Bill
Clinton and White House
chief of staff to President
Barack Obama said he was
“determined to avoid new
property taxes next year,”
and said any future proper-

ty tax increases would be
met with “dollar-for-dollar”
cuts in city government.

Other mayoral candi-
dates, including Paul Vallas
and Gery Chico, have
pointed to taxes derived
from legalizing marijuana
and allowing a long-sought
Chicago casino as possibil-
ities to help ease the pen-
sion blow, and Lori Light-
foot earlier this month pro-
posed a graduated real es-
tate transfer tax to help
address homelessness and
affordable housing. Daley,
however, is the first to raise
the possibility of a commut-
er tax.

“I think we have an
attitude that everything
should be on the table,”
Daley said when asked after
his speech about the pos-
sibility of a commuter tax.
“I’m not going to lay out the
specifics, because I haven’t
endorsed it yet. But we’re
studying each of those and
other ideas, because there is
no doubt there is a combi-
nation of things that have to
be done here, and the
world’s changing.”

Commuter taxes typi-
cally are levied on the wages
of individuals who work in a
city but do not live there.

Asked if a commuter tax

would drive away large
companies from the central
business district, Daley re-
sponded, “No, I don’t think
so.”

“They have opportuni-
ties in the city. If we create
greater opportunities for
people, they step up and
pay,” said Daley, a former
executive with JPMorgan
Chase who most recently
was employed by a Swiss
hedge fund. “They enjoy
having a police department
and a fire department to
protect them. They enjoy
getting workers from the
city who go through our
school systems that are
bright. If they want more of
them, we’re all in this to-
gether. That’s how I view
this.”

To institute a commuter
tax, Chicago would need to
receive approval from the
state legislature, and ques-
tions remain as to whether
such a tax would be allowed
under the state’s current
constitution.

In 2010, city Inspector
General Joseph Ferguson
outlined the revenue poten-
tial of a 1 percent tax on
Chicago wages paid to non-
residents, estimating then
that it could generate about
$300 million per year. Fer-

guson’s report, however,
also warned that studies of a
commuter tax in Philadel-
phia showed it resulted in
job losses in that city. He
also noted that Philadel-
phia, Cleveland and Detroit,
which all have such a tax,
“are generally considered
economically stagnant and
have lost a substantial per-
centage of their populations
since 1950.”

If Chicago were to start
levying a commuter tax, it
would come after Emanuel
eliminated a head tax on
businesses during his first
term.

That tax, which was a
$4-per-month tax on each
employee for businesses
with 50 or more employees
earning at least $4,300 ev-
ery three months, long was
opposed by big businesses.
The tax first went into effect
in 1973 under then-Mayor
Richard J. Daley, when it
was $3 a head on companies
with 15 or more workers,
and former Mayor Richard
M. Daley, vowed to phase it
out, but never did.

Bill Daley, who is the son
and brother of those former
mayors, said a major por-
tion of the city’s pension
solution also should include
working with Gov.-elect J.B.

Pritzker and Democratic
lawmakers in Springfield to
overhaul the state and city’s
pension systems, since both
are grossly underfunded. 

Daley’s revenue discus-
sion came as part of a larger
speech in which he laid out
a “Three Million Together”
platform that includes the
ambitious goal of increasing
Chicago’s population to 3
million people by 2030.

According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, Chicago’s
population dropped for the
third year in a row in 2017, to
2.7 million residents. Chi-
cago dipped below 3 million
for the first time in decades
around 1982, but rose back
over the mark by 1985.
However, by 1990, Chi-
cago’s population had fallen
to 2.8 million, and has not
been above 3 million people
since, according to census
figures.

Daley said he would hit
that mark by spending hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
in city, state and federal
money in impoverished
neighborhoods on the
South and West sides. A key
part of that, he said, would
be using the new federal
opportunity zones program
that gives tax breaks to
companies that invest in

low income areas to lever-
age billions of dollars in
private money to attract
jobs and residents to those
long-struggling areas.

“In the long run, we have
to grow our way out of our
financial problems,” Daley
said in his speech. “More
people means more home-
owners, more families,
more children, more jobs,
more business activity,
more revenues and more of
what makes Chicago spe-
cial, which are safe, strong
and affordable neighbor-
hoods.”

Daley also reiterated a
previously announced
crime plan, calling for strict-
er gun laws, better training
for cops and $50 million per
year to be spent on crime
prevention programs. He
also said the city should put
a freeze on opening any new
schools, including charter
schools. He refused to rule
out closing schools as
enrollment continues to de-
cline.

Daley steered clear of
criticizing Emanuel’s ten-
ure as mayor. As Chico did
in a City Club speech last
month, Daley lauded Eman-
uel’s work to draw corpo-
rate headquarters to the
Loop, which drew applause
from the downtown busi-
ness crowd.

In an audience question
and answer session after his
speech, Daley was asked
what he learned from his
brother Richard M. Daley’s
“policy decisions” during his
22 years as mayor. Daley did
not mention any of his broth-
er’s specific decisions, in-
cluding creating Millennium
Park, selling off the city’s
parking meters or failing to
properly fund pensions that
led in large part to the city’s
current financial woes.

“I would say the one trait
of leadership — and I do
believe he was a leader as I
believe my father was — is
to get really good, smart
people around you, listen to
them, make a decision and
move on,” Daley said.
“Make sure you get their
best advice and you listen. I
would hope I could emulate
that.”

Chicago Tribune’s Rick Pear-
son contributed. 

bruthhart@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @BillRuthhart

Daley: City should consider commuter tax
Mayoral candidate
seeking revenue to
solve pension crisis
By Bill Ruthhart
Chicago Tribune

Mayoral candidate Bill Daley greets attendees at a City Club of Chicago event Wednesday at a restaurant in Chicago. 
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South Side parishioners
spoke of lifelong connec-
tions to parishes and
schools in the Bridgeport,
Canaryville and Chinatown
neighborhoods as they
joined a standing room-
only crowd at St. Barbara
Church to hear a Chicago
Archdiocese plan to com-
bine several of the local
institutions.

More than 800 people
squeezed into the Bridge-
port church, filling the pews
and second-floor balcony.
The parishioners filing into
the church talked of a
strong faith and educational
community built over years
of weddings, funerals and
graduations. Some ap-
peared emotional as they
left after learning of the
mergers.

Brianna Gonzalez went
to the meeting concerned
about the future of St. Bar-
bara School where her son
is enrolled. The school will
merge with St. Therese Chi-
nese Catholic School.

“I went to school here.
My son goes to school here,”
Gonzalez said. Teachers
who taught Gonzalez still

work at the parochial
school and now teach her
son, she said. She hopes
they’ll be able to continue
with minimal disruption.

Katie Pienta was married
at St. Barbara in 1980. Her
husband attended elemen-
tary school there, and her
family has attended church
at the parish for decades.

Pienta questioned why the
Chicago Archdiocese paid
$1.65 million for a residence
for priests in Lincoln Park
when they are forced to
merge and shutter schools
in South Side neighbor-
hoods.

“Put the money toward
these schools,” Pienta said.
“Help these schools.”

Under the plan an-
nounced Wednesday night
by the archdiocese:
■ Nativity of Our Lord, the
home church for Mayor
Richard J. Daley’s family,
and St. Gabriel parishes will
become one new parish,
although both churches
“will remain open as active
worship sites.” St. Gabriel
School and Bridgeport
Catholic Academy will be
combined as a single school
with two campuses.
■ St. Jerome Croatian and
Santa Lucia-Santa Maria
Incoronata parishes will be
combined beginning July 1.
St. Jerome’s will remain
open for worship while
Santa Lucia-Santa Maria

Incoronata will close by
June 2020. The new parish
will have a single school at
St. Jerome, with Santa Lucia
School closing at the end of
June.
■ St. Therese Chinese
Catholic School will take
over St. Barbara school,
with an expanded program.
Both campuses will remain
open under the St. Therese
name.
■ A decision on four par-
ishes, All Saints-St. An-
thony, St. Barbara, St. Mary
of Perpetual Help and St.
Therese Chinese and the
Archciocesan Center for
Chinese Apostolate, will be
delayed until at least Janu-
ary.

The shuffle is part of the
Archdiocese of Chicago’s
Renew My Church plan,
which calls for a reconfigu-
ration of staff and parishes
in the Chicago area. The
plan seeks “to achieve the
goal of having vibrant, life-
giving faith communities
accessible to all Catholics,”
the archdiocese has said.

The archdiocese says there
are an estimated 2.2 million
Catholics within its bound-
aries.

The reorganization an-
nounced Wednesday in-
volves the largest group of
churches that are part of the
first wave in the Renew My
Church plan, according to
the archdiocese’s website.

On Tuesday, the archdio-
cese announced that two
South Side parishes, St.
Michael the Archangel in
the Bush neighborhood and
Immaculate Conception in
South Chicago, will be con-
solidated into a new parish
by next summer, according
to a news release.

In September, the archdi-
ocese said that six parishes
in the suburbs were ex-
pected to merge into three
new parishes, and one west
suburban Catholic school
would close.

Chicago Tribune’s Elvia
Malagon contributed. 

mabuckley@chicagotribune.com

Archdiocese lays out plan to merge parishes
Several institutions
on the South Side
to be combined 
By Madeline Buckley
Chicago Tribune

People walk into St. Barbara Church before a meeting by

the archdiocese to announce a reorganization plan. 
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fast-moving prairie stream
is eroding its banks so
quickly it could unleash a
torrent of coal ash and
water, similar to disasters in
Tennessee and North Car-
olina where waste dumps
collapsed and caused mil-
lions of dollars in ecological
damage.

Instead of making plans
to dig out the toxic muck,
like companies in other
states have been forced to
do, Vistra wants to consoli-
date its waste and stack
giant rocks along a portion
of riverbank more than six
football fields long. The
company is pushing to
speed up a review of its
proposal, but local groups
have enlisted citizens and
public officials who are call-
ing for public hearings and
more rigorous scrutiny of
Vistra.

“We maintain a hearing
is the only way to ensure
the voices of all stake-
holders are heard, not just
Vistra’s,” said Lan Richart,

aside money to clean up
their pits of hazardous coal
ash.

“We’re reaching a turn-
ing point as energy compa-
nies are proposing to leave
coal ash in floodplains of
rivers and exposed to
groundwater,” said Andrew
Rehn, water resources engi-
neer at the Prairie Rivers
Network, another group
that worked on the report.
“We need stronger rules
that provide permanent
protection with a financial
guarantee, and give the pub-
lic a voice in these deci-
sions.”

Because the state’s ener-
gy system is deregulated
and companies sell electric-
ity generated in Illinois on
the open market, share-
holders, rather than rate-
payers, would be forced to
pay the tab for cleaning up
the coal ash dumps.

Former Democratic Gov.
Pat Quinn’s administration

proposed more stringent
safety regulations in 2013.
Faced with an intense lob-
bying effort by energy lob-
byists, a state rule-making
panel dominated by mem-
bers appointed by Republi-
can Gov. Bruce Rauner has
repeatedly delayed action
on the proposal.

Federal officials also have
been slow to act.

In August, a key federal
appeals court handed down
a scathing ruling that regu-
lations adopted during the
Obama administration wer-
en’t tough enough and did
nothing to prevent leaks at
scores of ash pits near
shuttered coal plants.

The court ordered the
federal EPA to adopt new
rules that adequately pro-
tect the health of people and
wildlife. But the Trump
administration is pushing to
replace the Obama-era
regulations with an even
weaker set of requirements.

Most of the coal plants in
Illinois are owned by two

companies, New Jersey-
based NRG and Houston-
based Vistra Energy. Execu-
tives are still reviewing the
analysis of data their com-
panies provided to the EPA,
according to emailed re-
sponses to questions from
the Tribune.

“We are committed to
doing the right thing,” said
Meranda Cohn, a Vistra
spokeswoman.

David Knox, an NRG
spokesman, took issue with
the methodology used by
the report’s authors and
said some of the contam-
ination could come from
other sources, not the com-
pany’s coal ash dumps.
Knox said the company has
complied with state-man-
dated management plans;
he also acknowledged that
federal regulations could
require more aggressive
measures.

Some of the monitoring
wells, intended to record
background or naturally oc-
curring levels of metals near

NRG plants, are located in
areas where coal ash is
buried, making it more diffi-
cult to measure how the
waste is affecting ground-
water that flows away from
the sites, said Jennifer Cas-
sel, an attorney with Earth-
Justice, another group be-
hind the report. Even in
those cases, Cassel said, the
company’s testing shows
higher levels of metals in
groundwater flowing
through the ash pits com-
pared with concentrations
found in background wells.

NRG has submitted plans
to excavate some of its coal
ash and move it out of local
floodplains. Environmental
groups contend the compa-
ny’s proposals stop short of
eliminating the hazards.

Vistra-owned sites in-
clude unlined pits in the
floodplain of the Middle
Fork of the Vermilion River,
the state’s only national
scenic river. State regulators
and industry engineers are
worried the meandering,

co-founder of the Cham-
paign-based Eco-Justice
Collaborative.

Advocates note that coal
ash already has been re-
moved from the shuttered
Crawford coal plant in Chi-
cago’s Little Village neigh-
borhood. “It can be done,”
Cassel said. “We just need
our leaders to hold these
companies accountable
throughout Illinois.”

mhawthorne@chicagotribune
Twitter @scribeguy

Report: Coal waste endangers nearby communities’ water
Waste , from Page 1

absolutely have to report
that. … The culture is chang-
ing.”

Most of the 624 miscon-
duct cases that came in to the
Title IX office between Sept.
4 and Monday involved stu-
dent-on-student allegations,
the primary responsibility of
the office. But 133 cases
related to allegations of mis-
conduct by adults, with
roughly half of those adult-
related misconduct cases in-
volving people who do not
work for CPS, Henning told
the committee.

The Title IX office must
forward adult-related com-
plaints sent through its hot-
line to CPS Inspector Gen-
eral Nicholas Schuler,
whose office has taken over
the responsibility of investi-
gating allegations that
adults engaged in miscon-
duct with students.

Henning said he could
not offer more information
about investigations into
the allegations, including
how many have been
launched or completed. It
was not clear how many of
the allegations related to
incidents from this school
year.

Schuler also testified
Wednesday about his ef-
forts to take a new look at
prior abuse cases recorded
by CPS over the years. 

He said his office has
tallied approximately 1,000
investigations related to al-
legations of sexual miscon-
duct or abuse that occurred
in the district dating to
2000.

School officials have
identified 18 old cases that
warrant further investiga-
tion, and the IG’s office is
negotiating a contract to
hire an investigative firm
founded by former FBI Di-
rector Louis Freeh to con-
duct that work, Schuler
said. The IG office also will
need outside help to contin-
ue examining the much
larger number of old cases,
he said.

Wednesday’s three-hour
hearing occurred days after

the Tribune reported CPS
had parted ways with hun-
dreds of workers, vendors
and volunteers following an
effort to run new back-
ground checks on tens of
thousands of people.

That effort was inspired
by the Tribune’s “Betrayed”
investigation, which re-
vealed widespread failures
in the district’s response to
reports of sexual abuse and
misconduct involving its
students. The reporting
showed police had investi-
gated more than 500 re-
ports of child sexual abuse
or assault inside city public
schools between 2008 and
2017.

The Wednesday hearing
wasn’t connected to any
legislative effort from the
City Council. A measure put
forth in September by Ald.
Edward Burke, 14th, to out-
law personal communica-
tions between staff and stu-
dents in any city public or
private elementary and
high school is idling in a
different committee.

The education commit-
tee chairman, Emanuel ally
and 21st Ward Ald. Howard
Brookins Jr., told the Trib-
une last week that members
who have demanded a hear-
ing were simply “looking to
score political points
against the mayor.” 

The public schools op-
erate separately from the
city but are led by mayoral
appointees.

“This is too serious a
subject to be kicking some-
body for political gain, be-
cause serious efforts to fix
this could be looked at with
skepticism,” Brookins said.

Some CPS administra-
tors who testified Wednes-
day had been questioned by
lawmakers before. In late
June, outraged state legisla-
tors convened a hearing and
verbally pummeled the dis-
trict for failing to protect
and support students from
abuse and assault at school.

Jackson didn’t attend
that session, either.

“I’m a little disappointed
that Janice is not here,” said
10th Ward Ald. Susan Sad-

lowski Garza, an educator
and Chicago Teachers Union
member who repeated the
labor group’s calls for more
resources in schools during
Wednesday’s hearing. “This
Office of Student Protec-
tions? Their schools should
be the office of student
protections. Your school
should protect you. When
you walk in that building,
your school should protect
you. You should have a
counselor, full time. Social
worker, full time.”

The state legislature is
expected to take up the
abuse issue early next year.
Several bills that would ad-
dress weaknesses in child
protection have been intro-
duced, and the Illinois State
Board of Education has
weighed in to request more
power to suspend an ac-
cused educator’s license
temporarily.

On Tuesday, Democratic
Gov.-elect J.B. Pritzker de-
scribed the scandal sur-
rounding the district’s re-
sponse to sexual miscon-
duct as “a terrible crisis” but
did not commit his support
to potential reforms pitched

so far by state lawmakers.
“Well, I haven’t looked at

all of the legislation that’s
been introduced around
this. It’s obviously an enor-
mous challenge that we’re
going to have to meet,”
Pritzker said Tuesday.

“It’s a terrible crisis that
occurred, and so we’re go-
ing to look seriously at it and
we’re not going to overlook
making sure that children
are safe when they go to
school and that parents are
confident in that safety.”

The district is also under
intense federal scrutiny, as
the U.S. Department of
Education’s Office for Civil
Rights continues to investi-
gate four complaints of sex-
ual violence or harassment
in CPS schools. Three of
those complaints involve
student-on-student sexual
assault and allege that
schools did not adequately
investigate student victims’
reports, support them in
their education and protect
them from peer harassment
after coming forward.

One of those cases dates
to 2016, when a sophomore
at Clemente Community

Academy told the school’s
dean and police that she
was punched in the face,
forced into an abandoned
building by a group of boys
— some of whom she recog-
nized from school — and
forced to perform oral sex
on some of them after
school, just off campus.

In August and Septem-
ber, the federal civil rights
office launched investiga-
tions involving incidents at
Ogden International School
and Brennemann Elemen-
tary. 

Both complaints allege
school staff didn’t do
enough to protect the stu-
dents from peer harassment
after the incidents were
reported.

The Brennemann case
stems from a January inci-
dent in which one student
approached another from
behind and pumped his
pelvis against the student’s
behind, according to school
incident reports obtained
by the Tribune. Federal and
district records show the
Ogden case involves a stu-
dent’s report that another
student touched her sexu-

ally under her clothes and
then took her hand and
made her touch his crotch.

The fourth case involves
a 2015 complaint by a
Prosser Career Academy
sophomore, who alleged
that her teacher got her
drunk on sangria and then
sexually abused her in his
car. The district paid the girl
$780,000 in a civil case, and
the teacher pleaded guilty
this month to a criminal
charge of sexual exploita-
tion of a child.

In September, federal ed-
ucation officials took the
rare step of withholding $4
million in federal grant
money from CPS, citing the
district’s failure to provide
records on reports of sexual
violence against students.
CPS can restart the flow of
grant money next year only
if it can show civil-rights
compliance.

Chicago Tribune’s John
Byrne contributed.

jjperez@chicagotribune.com
jrichards@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @PerezJr
Twitter @jsmithrichards

Ald. Scott Waguespack, 32nd, speaks at Wednesday’s City Council education committee hearing on the CPS abuse crisis. 
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A Democratic state law-
maker on Wednesday
apologized for saying on the
Illinois House floor that she
wanted to pump a lethal
“broth of Legionella” bac-
teria into the water system
of a Republican colleague’s
family.

A day before, Democratic
state Rep. Stephanie Ki-
fowit of Oswego made the
remarks to Republican Rep.
Peter Breen of Lombard
during a debate over a bill
aimed at helping families of
more than a dozen residents
at the downstate Quincy
veterans home who died of
Legionnaires’ disease.

“I offer my sincere apolo-
gy to Representative Peter
Breen, his family, and all of
my House colleagues for my
poor choice of words during
a serious discussion on our
veterans’ health and safety,”
Kifowit said in a statement.
“I would never wish any
harm or mortality on any-
one’s family, including the
Breen family.”

Kifowit echoed her
apology statement on the
House floor, then later
made a rare move to strike
her remarks from the offi-
cial House transcript.

Breen said he accepted
Kifowit’s apology, but said if
she had made the com-
ments in the parking lot or
on a voicemail, “she would
be in custody right now.”

“This body, this state, is at
a tipping point,” Breen said.
“We are faced with two
paths. We can continue on
our current path of wors-
ening threats, and even vi-
olence. Or we can make the
difficult decision to take the
path up, to civility and
decency.”

Kifowit’s initial com-
ments came during a House
floor debate on Tuesday,
after Breen questioned
some of the details of the
Quincy-related proposal.
He contended the state
doesn’t know how much it

will cost. Breen, the outgo-
ing House GOP floor leader,
noted that multiple tort
claims could be paid out for
the same incident.

“And, yes, we know the
personal injury lawyers are
going to make out like
bandits, which they tend to
do anytime they come to the
General Assembly,” Breen
said.

Minutes later, Kifowit a
co-sponsor of the legisla-
tion, stood up to attack
Breen.

“I would like to make him
a broth of Legionella and
pump it into the water
system of his loved one, so
that they can be infected,
they can be mistreated, they
can sit and suffer by getting
aspirin instead of being
properly treated and ulti-
mately die. And we are
talking about our nation’s

heroes,” said Kifowit, a
Marine veteran.

Kifowit recounted ques-
tions over the Rauner ad-
ministration’s handling of
repeated outbreaks at the
home, which are the subject
of a grand jury investigation
by Attorney General Lisa
Madigan, and, in closing,
said, “I respectfully ask for
you to support this bill.”

Lawmakers voted 71-36
to raise the cap on lawsuit
damages, the bare min-
imum number of votes they
needed to override Rauner.
The bill passed in May with
79 House votes. The Senate
voted two weeks ago to
override Rauner.

Later Tuesday, after the
vote, Kifowit said her words
were misheard, misrepre-
sented, misinterpreted and
mischaracterized.

“Quite clearly what I said

was ‘imagine if it was your
family,’ ” she said, though
she didn’t use those words.
“So if it was misheard, I’ll
apologize for the misheard,
but my words were clearly,
‘Imagine if it was your
family.’ ” Kifowit acknowl-
edged that her remarks “are
all transcribed, and my
words will be clear.”

On Wednesday, though,
she said lawmakers are “fal-
lible people.”

“As a Marine Corps veter-
an, I feel very passionate
about what happened in our
Quincy veterans home,
which resulted in 13 veter-
ans and one spouse’s deaths,
in addition to over 70 indi-
viduals being ill,” Kifowit
said in her statement. “The
truth is this did happen to
our heroes, and my attempt
to illustrate empathy for the
families that were affected

by the loss of their loved
ones was not conveyed
properly.”

Senate Republican leader
Bill Brady and Illinois GOP
chairman Tim Schneider
called for Kifowit’s resigna-
tion after her remarks. She
also is a member of Demo-
cratic Gov.-elect J.B. Pritzk-
er’s transition committee on
veterans issues.

Pritzker spokeswoman
Jordan Abudayyeh didn’t
address Kifowit’s status
with the governor-elect vet-
erans committee.

“It is clear that during the
course of an emotional de-
bate over the Legionnaires’
crisis in Quincy Representa-
tive Kifowit’s rhetoric went
too far and she rightfully
apologized,” Abudayyeh
said in a statement.

The deaths at the Quincy
veterans home dogged

Rauner’s re-election cam-
paign. The post-Civil War-
era facility is where 14
people have died and nearly
70 others have been sick-
ened by Legionnaires’ dis-
ease outbreaks since 2015.
At least a dozen lawsuits
have been filed since the
initial outbreak, claiming
negligence by the state.

In its legal filings, the
state has denied any negli-
gence and Rauner has said
the state has followed all
recommendations of fed-
eral experts at the Quincy
home. In April, Rauner’s
veterans affairs director re-
signed.

In his amendatory veto,
Rauner wrote that raising
the $100,000 cap on dam-
ages to $2 million through
the state Court of Claims
was “effectively ignoring
the impact of vastly ex-
panded future litigation on
the fiscal position of the
state and its taxpayers.”

“I recognize that the cur-
rent law is outdated and in
need of adjustment,” he
wrote. “However, this ad-
justment should reflect re-
gional and national aver-
ages in order to properly
compensate those who,
once properly adjudicated,
were found harmed by the
state of Illinois.”

The $100,000 cap was
established in 1972.

The vote to override
Rauner’s veto on Tuesday
came as lawmakers re-
turned to Springfield for
what could be their last
clash with him, as they
consider overriding dozens
of the governor’s vetoes less
than two months before he
leaves office.

Rauner hasn’t made
many appearances since
losing his re-election bid to
Democratic Gov.-elect J.B.
Pritzker and hasn’t been
publicly defending his
vetoes. That’s in contrast to
his high-profile four years
fighting Democrats who
control the General Assem-
bly.

Chicago Tribune’s Rick Pear-
son contributed.

mriopell@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MikeRiopell

Lawmaker apologizes for Legionella comment
Said she wanted to
pump bacteria into
GOP family’s water 
By Mike Riopell
Chicago Tribune
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“I offer my sincere apology to Representative Peter Breen, his family, 
and all of my House colleagues for my poor choice of words during 

a serious discussion on our veterans’ health and safety.” 
— Democratic state Rep. Stephanie Kifowit of Oswego, above, in a statement 
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Employees of a Will
County high school failed to
prevent the sexual assault of
an incoming freshman stu-
dent during a football team
hazing ritual and then inad-
equately responded to the
incident, according to a
federal lawsuit filed
Wednesday by the youth’s
parents on behalf of their
son.

The suit, filed against
Reed-Custer Community
Unit School District 255 in
Braidwood and six employ-
ees, also alleges that the
student was harassed by
students and at least one
teacher after the hazing
incident was reported to
police.

According to the suit,
officials “were aware of, or
tacitly acknowledge, a cul-
ture of abuse, hazing, bully-
ing and assault, which re-
sulted in significant injury”
to the student. Hazing has
been “part of the culture of
the Reed-Custer football
team for years” and
“coaches have either sanc-
tioned these rituals or
turned a blind eye toward
them,” the suit says.

In the suit, the parents
allege that in July 2017, four
upperclassmen stripped

clothing off their 135-pound
son and sexually assaulted
him when he was attending
a summer football camp
sponsored by the high
school during the summer
between his eighth grade
and freshman years. The
student, now 15, attended
Reed-Custer High School
in the 2017-18 school year
but now attends another
school. The Tribune is not
naming him because of his
age and the nature of the
allegations.

Three teens were
charged criminally as ju-
veniles with one count each
of aggravated battery in a
public way, a class 3 felony,
according to Will County
state’s attorney’s office
spokesman Charles Pelkie.
The trial for the three is
slated to begin Jan. 4.

Pelkie said he could not
comment on why the fourth
alleged attacker was not
charged.

According to the lawsuit,
on June 10, 2017, the victim
was participating in the
football camp when two of
his alleged attackers began
verbally harassing him,
threatening to rape the vic-
tim’s mother and older sis-
ter. The pair asked the
victim if he wanted
“smoke,” which was under-
stood to mean that they
would sexually assault him,
and when the victim re-
fused, one of the teens
grabbed him by the neck
and bent him over while

attempting to assault him,
but the victim was able to
escape.

On July 9, 2017, according
to the suit, the two teens
who had previously har-
assed him and two other
teammates chased the vic-
tim, asking him if he wanted
them to “give smoke,” but
the victim was able to es-
cape them.

Ten days later, on July 19,
the victim was standing in a
line during practice when
the four upperclassman
tackled him, stripped him of
his shorts and held him
down while one of the teens
sexually assaulted him, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

The lawsuit stated that
then-Reed-Custer head
football coach Mark Wolf
and other coaches wit-
nessed or were aware of the
attacks, and did not inter-
vene even though the victim
was screaming for help dur-
ing the assault.

Following the July 19
practice, the victim’s
mother noticed her son was
in severe pain and asked
him what had happened.
He told her of the assault,
and his mother confronted
Wolf, who said he would
speak to the other players,
according to the lawsuit.

The victim’s mother took
him to a local hospital,
where the teen was treated
for severe bruises to his ribs
and sternum, according to
the lawsuit.

The four attackers were

given either light or no
suspension by school Ath-
letic Director Chuck Ander-
son and no football coach
was disciplined, according
to the lawsuit. School offi-
cials never contacted police
or investigators from the
Department of Child and
Family Services concerning
the alleged assault, but the
parents filed a complaint
with the Braidwood Police
Department, the suit al-
leged.

District 255 Superintend-
ent Mark Mitchell said
Wednesday the district in-
tends “to vigorously defend
these baseless allegations
and protect the reputation
of our fine School District
and its staff.”

In a written response to
questions from the Tribune,
Mitchell said, “On the eve-
ning of July 19, 2017, Reed-
Custer CUSD 255 person-
nel were advised of an
incident that occurred dur-
ing a summer football camp
earlier that evening. The
incident involved a few ath-
letes and occurred outside
the football locker room.
The incident was witnessed
by numerous athletes. The
coaching staff did not wit-
ness the incident as they
were in the football locker
room passing out and fitting
equipment for participants
in the camp.”

He said the school’s re-
source officer “told us that
evening that a complaint
had been filed with the

police.”
Mitchell said the district

launched a “thorough in-
vestigation” that same eve-
ning, and the athletes in-
volved “were promptly dis-
ciplined in accordance with
the District’s Athletic Code
of Conduct.” He said state
and federal laws prohibit
him from disclosing what
the discipline was.

In response to claims of a
culture of hazing on the
football team, Mitchell said,
“We unequivocally deny
those allegations.”

The lawsuit alleges that
for the rest of the 2017-18
school year, the victim was
harassed by teachers and
students for making the
report. One teacher alleg-
edly threatened to punch
the victim, and repeatedly
gave him undeserved tardy
slips, allegedly due to his
longtime friendship with
Wolf, according to the law-
suit.

Students also threatened
the victim with physical
harm and verbally harassed
him, suggesting that he
commit suicide throughout
the course of the 2017-18
school year.

School Principal Tim
Ricketts and Assistant Prin-
cipal Michael Smith were
allegedly aware of the con-
stant harassment of the vic-
tim but failed to intervene,
the suit alleged.

Mitchell said the individ-
uals named as defendants in
the lawsuit remain em-

ployed by the school district.
The victim’s mother said

that the physical effects of
the attack — during which a
much larger player sat on
him to hold him down — left
her son with injuries that
kept him nearly bed-ridden
for two weeks.

But the emotional and
psychological wounds are
still healing, she said.

“I watched my kid go
from a very happy, active,
outgoing kid to a kid that
stayed in his room, only
playing Xbox, eating and
being depressed,” she said.
“He couldn’t sleep because
all he had running through
his head were the people at
school, where he was get-
ting bullied and hazed. He
had kids coming up saying,
‘kill yourself,’ he had kids
coming to the lunchroom
throwing barbecue sauce
on him and I’d have to bring
him a change of clothes. … I
watched him go to a very
dark place and I couldn’t
love him enough, care for
him enough to help him out
of it.”

While her son has made
progress through regular
meetings with a therapist,
“he’s not the same spunky,
outgoing kid anymore,” she
said. “He doesn’t want to go
anywhere, he’s nervous
about what people are say-
ing, and he has no trust in
adult figures.”

mwalberg@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @mattwalberg1

‘Culture of ... hazing’ blamed in sex assault
Boy’s parents sue,
alleging ’17 attack by
Reed-Custer teen

By Matthew Walberg
Chicago Tribune

Fontaine testified that De-
tective David March attrib-
uted fabricated statements
to her in police reports that
justified Van Dyke shooting
the black teen 16 times.

Fontaine then under-
went a withering, 1 1⁄2-hour
cross-examination by
March’s lawyer in which
she acknowledged her issue
with the detective con-
cerned a single sentence in a
police report.

March’s attorney, James
McKay, also went on at
length about the conflicting
accounts given by Fontaine
to various investigators.

March is charged with
official misconduct, ob-
struction of justice and con-
spiracy for allegedly lying to
exaggerate the threat posed
by McDonald. Former Offi-
cer Joseph Walsh, who was
Van Dyke’s partner, and
Officer Thomas Gaffney,
who was among the first to
encounter McDonald that
night, are also on trial on the
same charges.

Prosecutors allege the
three defendants conspired
to conceal what happened
the night of the shooting in
order to shield Van Dyke
from scrutiny. 

Fontaine, one of 10 offi-
cers at the scene, was as-
signed to write up the initial
paperwork — a simple
document laying out the
basic facts about the inci-
dent and establishing which
officers were there. But
prosecutors allege the
document contains key
falsehoods that help prove
officers conspired to hide
the truth.

The report wrongly
claimed, for example, that
McDonald injured Van
Dyke during the incident. It
also listed Van Dyke, Walsh
and Gaffney as “victims.”

Fontaine testified that
March told her to include
those details in her report.

“It had to come from
Detective March because I
hadn’t talked to Van Dyke,
so I didn’t know he was
hurt,” she testified.

While the prosecution
considers Fontaine crucial
to its case, the officers’
attorneys accused her of
being a liar and attacked her
character.

The city inspector gener-
al’s office recommended
Fontaine be fired two years
ago for making false state-
ments in the McDonald
case. Police Superintendent
Eddie Johnson, however,
rejected the recommenda-
tion, citing insufficient evi-
dence to support her dis-
missal.

March’s attorney sug-
gested Fontaine kept her
$90,000-a-year job and the
benefits that come with it by

turning against her col-
leagues. The 17-year depart-
ment veteran, 51, needs
about three more years on
the job to receive a pension.

McKay noted Fontaine
worked as a Popeye’s
cashier and for a student
loan service before becom-
ing a police officer. She does
not have a four-year college
degree but has about 60
credit hours from Robert
Morris University.

“What kind of job would
you get at your age with
your job and your skill set?”
McKay asked.

Fontaine appeared taken
aback by McKay’s line of
questioning and composed
herself before answering.

“I’m not dumb. I can go
back to school, and I can get
another degree,” she
replied. “I do feel I have
skills, and I have an educa-
tion.”

Fontaine and her partner,
Ricardo Viramontes, were
at a Dunkin’ Donuts more
than a mile away when
Viramontes heard a call
over the police radio for a
Taser and officer assistance.
Fontaine testified she did
not hear the initial call
because she had turned her
radio down so she could
have a telephone conversa-
tion with her husband
about their sick child.

McKay attacked her for
making a personal phone
call while on duty.

“That is the kind of police
officer you are,” McKay said
dismissively.

Neither Fontaine nor Vi-
ramontes had the requested
equipment — at that time
the department didn’t have
enough Tasers for every
patrol officer — but they
headed to the scene anyway.

As Fontaine and Vira-
montes approached the
scene near 41st Street and
Pulaski Road, both have
said they saw McDonald
walking down the street
holding a knife. Van Dyke
and Walsh were already out
of their marked squad car
when the pair pulled up at
9:57:33 p.m.

Three seconds later, Van
Dyke opened fire, emptying
his 16-shot service weapon
in about 14 seconds.

Fontaine testified she
heard Van Dyke order
McDonald to drop the knife
but that the teen ignored
him. Instead, McDonald
continued to walk down the
street “swaying” the knife
back and forth.

In the shooting’s after-
math, Fontaine and Vira-
montes were tapped to
write the initial police re-
port from the scene. She
said she spoke with March
for about 15 minutes at the
scene but does not recall if
he took any notes.

Fontaine submitted the

report at 4:32 a.m., and her
supervisor signed off on it
less than an hour later,
records show. She testified
she then went to the Area
Central police head-
quarters, where she sat in
an office with other officers
who had been at the shoot-
ing scene and waited to talk
to their union representa-
tive.

All of this was standard
procedure following an offi-
cer-involved shooting, she
said. No one discussed try-
ing to protect Van Dyke.

At some point that morn-
ing, March pulled her into
another room and showed
her the now-infamous vi-
deo of the shooting,
Fontaine testified. March
walked her through the
video, pointing out in-
stances in which he thought
McDonald looked to be
attacking Van Dyke, she
said.

Fontaine testified she
does not recall March tak-
ing any notes during their
meeting or asking her any
questions after watching
the video.

Fontaine said she never
saw the statements attrib-
uted to her until March’s
report appeared in the
newspaper amid all the
turmoil following the vide-
o’s release in late 2015.

“I started cursing, saying

what the f---,” Fontaine
said. “I was upset because I
had not said that.”

Fontaine testified she im-
mediately contacted her
lawyer about the statements
attributed to her.

“Why did this matter to
you?” special prosecutor
Patricia Brown Holmes
asked.

“Because it was a lie,” she
said.

McKay noted inconsis-
tencies in Fontaine’s previ-
ous statements to prose-
cutors, a federal grand jury,
the city’s inspector general’s
office and as a witness
during Van Dyke’s criminal
trial in September.

Fontaine testified
Wednesday, for example,
that McDonald never at-
tacked the officers while
“swaying” the knife. But she
told investigators for the
city’s inspector general’s of-
fice in March 2016 that the
swaying of the knife was an
“attacking movement.”

“Do you know what per-
jury is?” McKay asked
Fontaine at one point,
somewhat rhetorically.

McKay also questioned
why she never filed a sup-
plemental report correcting
any inaccuracies attributed
to her — something prose-
cutors have faulted the de-
fendants for not doing. He
also criticized her for not

informing her supervisors
about her concerns with
March’s report.

At the end of his blister-
ing cross-examination,
McKay asked Fontaine if it
was possible she was simply
not fully remembering what
she told March that night.

Fontaine held firm.
“That statement, I did

not say,” she said.
After word got around to

her fellow officers that she
was disputing the official
accounts of the shooting,
Fontaine said she was black-
balled.

“Other officers were call-
ing me a rat, a snitch, a
traitor,” Fontaine said.
“They wouldn’t back me up.
If I was at a call and I
needed assistance, some of-
ficers felt strong enough to
say that I didn’t deserve to
be helped.”

Under cross-examina-
tion, Fontaine acknowl-
edged no one has made
derogatory comments di-
rectly to her.

However, she testified
that her “wonderful” super-
visors recognized the strain
she was under and pulled
her off the street. She now
works a day shift, reviewing
police reports.

She said she is grateful
for the new assignment.

“It is a safety issue,”
Fontaine testified. “If I am
on the street, I am on a call, I
wouldn’t know who to trust
or if anybody would come to
help me.”

In other testimony
Wednesday, an expert wit-
ness for the prosecution
praised Gaffney for how he
handled his interaction
with McDonald.

Gaffney prompted the
call for a Taser and tried to
bide time until it arrived. He
urged his partner to remain
calm and attempted to use
his squad car to corral the
teen instead of using his
gun.

“He handled the job the

way any great police officer
would have,” testified Chi-
cago police Sgt. Larry
Snelling, a law enforcement
training expert.

Despite Gaffney’s widely
praised response that night,
he was indicted on charges
that he falsely described
himself as a victim of both
an aggravated assault and a
battery in two reports he
completed in the hours af-
ter the shooting.

About 15 minutes into
Snelling’s testimony, prose-
cutors for the first time in
the trial played the dashcam
video showing Van Dyke
repeatedly shoot McDon-
ald.

While Snelling praised
Gaffney’s role, he criticized
Van Dyke’s decision to
shoot the teen as he walked
away from officers on Pu-
laski Road.

When Gaffney tried to
corral McDonald with his
squad car, the teen, high on
PCP, popped the tire and
slashed the windshield.
Gaffney stayed inside the
car and did not physically
confront the teen.

He later filed paperwork
stating that McDonald com-
mitted a battery against him
with a weapon and “used
force likely to cause death
or great bodily harm.”

When asked if McDonald
used force “likely to cause
death or great bodily harm,”
Gaffney’s partner, Joseph
McElligott, testified
Wednesday that he wasn’t
sure if the teen had done so.

“He used force,” McEllig-
ott said, “but it was (against)
our car.”

The defense contends
that if errors were made on
the reports, they were inno-
cent mistakes, not crimes. 

Chicago Tribune’s Megan
Crepeau contributed.

cmgutowski@chicagotribune.com
jmeisner@chicagotribune.com
sstclair@chicagotribune.com

Cop says officer on
trial falsified her
McDonald report
Trial, from Page 1

Police Officer Dora Fontaine arrives to take the stand in the police cover-up trial at the Leighton Criminal Court Building.
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Former Detective David March, left, listens with his attor-

ney, James McKay, during the trial Wednesday.
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NATION & WORLD

WASHINGTON — Defy-
ing President Donald
Trump, senators sent a
strong signal Wednesday
that they want to punish
Saudi Arabia for its role in
the murder of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi. By a bi-
partisan 63-37 vote, the Sen-
ate opted to move forward
with legislation calling for
an end to U.S. involvement
in the Saudi-led war in
Yemen. 

The vote was a rebuke
not only to Saudi Arabia but
also to Trump’s adminis-
tration, which has made
clear it does not want to
torpedo the long-standing
U.S. relationship with
Riyadh over the killing. 

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and Secretary of
Defense James Mattis both
came to Capitol Hill to
urgently lobby against the
resolution, which would
call for an end to U.S.
military assistance for the
conflict that human rights
advocates say is wreaking
havoc on Yemen and sub-
jecting civilians to indis-
criminate bombing. 

The vote showed a sig-
nificant number of Republi-
cans were willing to break
with Trump to express their
deep dissatisfaction with
Saudi Arabia and with the
U.S. response to Khashog-
gi’s brutal killing in Turkey
last month. U.S. intelligence
officials have concluded
that the Saudi crown prince,
Mohammed bin Salman,
must have at least known of

the plot, but Trump has
equivocated over who was
to blame. 

Khashoggi, who lived in
the U.S. and wrote for The
Washington Post, was pub-
licly critical of the Saudi
crown prince. He was killed
in what U.S. officials have
described as an elaborate
plot at the Saudi consulate
in Istanbul, which he had
visited for marriage paper-
work. 

Echoing Trump’s public
comments on the killing,
Pompeo said after Wednes-
day’s briefing with senators
that there was “no direct
reporting” connecting the
crown prince to the murder,
and Mattis said there was
“no smoking gun” making
the connection. 

Pompeo argued that the
war in Yemen would be “a
hell of a lot worse” if the
United States were not in-
volved. 

Wednesday’s procedural
vote sets up a floor debate
on the resolution next week.
It would be largely a sym-
bolic move, however, as
House Republican leaders
have given no indication
they would take up the war
powers measure before the
end of the year — the end of
the current Congress. 

Several senators said
they were angry about the
absence of CIA Director

Gina Haspel from the pre-
vote briefing. 

New Jersey Sen. Bob
Menendez, the top Demo-
crat on the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee,
speculated that Haspel
didn’t attend because she
“would have said with a
high degree of confidence
that the crown prince of
Saudi Arabia was involved
in the murder of Jamal
Khashoggi.” 

And Lindsey Graham,
the South Carolina Republi-
can who is often strongly
allied with Trump, voted to
move forward with the res-
olution and said he would
insist on a briefing from
Haspel. He even threatened
to withhold his vote on key
measures if that didn’t hap-
pen and declared, “I’m not
going to blow past this.” 

CIA press secretary Tim-
othy Barrett said that no one
kept Haspel away from the

briefing. He said the CIA
had already briefed the Sen-
ate intelligence committee
and Senate leaders and “will
continue to provide updates
on this important matter to
policymakers and Con-
gress.” 

In another explanation, a
White House official said
Haspel decided not to par-
ticipate in part because of
frustration with lawmakers
leaking classified intelli-
gence from such settings.
The official spoke on the
condition of anonymity to
discuss internal matters. 

The procedural vote re-
ceived more Republican
support than had been ex-
pected after the resolution,
sponsored by Republican
Sen. Mike Lee of Utah and
Independent Sen. Bernie
Sanders of Vermont, fell six
votes short of passage earli-
er this year. 

Foreign Relations Com-

mittee Chairman Bob Cor-
ker, R-Tenn., said in the past
he had “laid in the railroad
tracks to keep us from doing
things that I believe are
against our national interest
as it relates to Saudi Arabia.”
But he said he believes the
Senate should “figure out
some way for us to send the
appropriate message to
Saudi Arabia that appropri-
ately displays American val-
ues and American national
interests.” 

He said the crown prince
“owns this death. He owns
it.” 

Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
voted against moving ahead
with the resolution but said
a day earlier that “some
kind of response” was
needed from the United
States for the Saudis’ role in
Khashoggi’s death. On
Tuesday, he said that “what
obviously happened, as bas-
ically certified by the CIA, is
completely abhorrent to
everything the United
States holds dear and stands
for in the world.” 

Pompeo said U.S. in-
volvement in the Yemen
conflict is central to the
Trump administration’s
broader goal of containing
Iranian influence in the
Middle East. His language
was blunt in a Wall Street
Journal article, writing that
Khashoggi’s murder “has
heightened the Capitol Hill
caterwauling and media
pile-on. But degrading U.S.-
Saudi ties would be a grave
mistake for the national
security of the U.S. and its
allies.” 

Trump has said it may
never be known who was
responsible for the killing,
and in public comments he
has reinforced the United
States’ long-standing alli-
ance with the Saudis. 

GOP breaks with Trump on Saudis
Senate votes to move
ahead to end U.S.
ties to Yemen war

By Mary Clare
Jalonick and
Susannah George
Asssociated Press

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo speaks to the news media after briefing the Senate on Wednesday in Washington.

ZACH GIBSON/GETTY

Some senators were upset

CIA Director Gina Haspel

was not at the briefing.

ALEX BRANDON/AP 

The once-proud neigh-
borhood was a skeletal
wreck. Many of the resi-
dents had already bolted,
pockets stuffed with fat
payouts from the city. Their
houses had since been pan-
caked by wrecking balls.
The structures still standing
were being picked clean by
looters or eaten away by
arson. In late spring of 1981,
Detroit’s Poletown neigh-
borhood, a working-class
grid on the city’s northern
lip known as a hub for
Polish immigrants and cul-
ture, had been reduced to a
literal battlefield.

The cause for the deteri-
oration was municipal
progress. Auto giant Gen-
eral Motors wanted Pole-
town’s 465 acres for a brand
new plant straddling the
line between Detroit and
the town of Hamtramck. 

Detroit Mayor Coleman
Young Jr. was on board,
offering to use a new emi-
nent domain law to grab the
1,500 homes and hundreds
of businesses. The auto
unions were also game.
Even the city’s Catholic
Archdiocese supported the
project, offering to sell off
Immaculate Conception
Church, the neighborhood
parish where Mass was still
conducted in English and
Polish.

But the neighbors were
not having it. Led by Rev.
Joseph Karasiewicz, Im-
maculate Conception’s
priest, a loose coalition bat-
tled the plant that spring.
Defying his own cardinal,
Karasiewicz and his allies
searched for a way to save
Poletown.

“It’s wrong to cooperate
with this type of law in any
sort of way,” Karasiewicz
told The Washington Post
in June 1981. “No one is safe
except the man who has the
money, to put it bluntly.”

The Poletown standoff
would go down as a land-
mark battle pitting resi-
dents against American in-
dustrial might. The contro-
versy landed in the national
spotlight, sparked a legal
battle, and eventually ended
with a dramatic SWAT raid
on Immaculate Conception
to clear out holdouts.

Although today the
neighborhood is long gone,
the legacy clinging to Pole-
town has suddenly been
reignited following the
dramatic news that GM is
planning to close five facto-
ries and lay off 15,000 work-
ers in North America. The
Detroit-Hamtramck As-
sembly Plant will cease pro-
duction, putting 1,540
workers in jeopardy, the
Detroit Free Press reported.

“They destroyed homes
and churches and local
businesses, all to build that
plant,” Karen Majewski, the
mayor of Hamtramck, told
Reuters on Monday. “Now
that the plant is going to
close, people will wonder
why that neighborhood had
to be sacrificed in the first
place.”

The proposal for the new
plant in the early ’80s came
as Detroit was starting to
slip from the heights of its
postwar manufacturing
power. As the Detroit News
recounted in 2000, by 1980
auto plants were beginning
to close in the region. The
GM plant on the Poletown
area was designed to re-
place an aging Cadillac fac-
tory, and the proposal
would keep 6,000 jobs
within the city limits. It
would be GM’s first new
factory construction in Mo-
tor City in decades.

Poletown was also begin-
ning to feel seismic shifts.
Originally settled by Polish
immigrants in the 1870s, the
neighborhood exploded in
the 1920s and 1930s with
Polish workers who arrived
to labor in Detroit’s auto
factories. 

By the 1980s, the original
Polish population was gray-
er and dwindling, and the
neighborhood was also now
home to a mix of Albanians,
Slavs, Filipinos and African
Americans, the News re-
ported.

When Detroit first of-

fered residents a buyout for
the GM project, many
jumped at the opportunity
to relocate to nicer suburbs
outside the city. 

As The Post reported in
1981, the city paid as much
as $12,000 for older homes
($34,289 in today’s cur-
rency), with an added
$15,000 ($42,861 today) re-
location fee. But the unwill-
ing did not have much
choice: Under the eminent
domain law, they were
forced to sell. In total, the
project threatened to up-
root more than 4,000 peo-
ple.

A backlash stirred up
among residents who did
not want to go.

“We’re fighting the UAW,
we’re fighting GM, we’re
fighting the city govern-
ment, we’re fighting the
state government, and we’re
fighting the church,” a Pole-
town resident told The Post.
“We’re fighting the power
structure in this city. It’s an
uphill battle.”

Immaculate Concep-
tion’s Rev. Karasiewicz was
very much the public face of
the fight. A 59-year-old De-

troit native and son of a
Ford Motor Co. janitor, the
priest openly expressed
outrage when his devoted
flock was booted from their
hard-earned place.

“This is worse than the
Communists in Poland,” the
priest said, according to
James T. Bennett’s book,
“Corporate Welfare: Crony
Capitalism That Enriches
the Rich.” “To go down to a
very basic definition of
stealing, it is simply taking
other people’s property
against their will, and this
was taken away from them,
the people, against their
will.”

Karasiewicz’s position
pitted him against church
authorities. The archdio-
cese wanted the GM plant
built. 

“The overall good of the
city is achieved by cutting
away a certain part,” a
church leader said. “When
you’re trying to make some-
thing grow, you prune.”

Eventually, a legal chal-
lenge against the use of
eminent domain filed by
residents was shot down by
the Michigan Supreme

Court.
Poletown was effectively

done, but Immaculate Con-
ception would be the site of
the neighborhood’s last
stand.

Church authorities told
Karasiewicz the congrega-
tion’s final Mass would hap-
pen May 10, 1981. According
to Bennett’s book, 1,500
worshipers filled the pews.
Karasiewicz was ordered to
leave the property by June
17. 

He obeyed, but refused to
hand over the church re-
cords, The Post reported.

A number of holdouts
remained inside Immacu-
late Conception after the
priest vacated, occupying
Poletown’s last standing
touchstone as a final act of
defiance. The sit-in lasted
for 29 days.

Then, as morning broke
on July 14, SWAT teams
gathered outside the
church while Detroit police
closed off the empty resi-
dential streets nearby. 

Tipped off by sympa-
thetic officers about the
raid, the protesters inside
bolted the doors and began
clanging the church bells.
Police hooked the door to a
tow truck to breach the
blockade. Sixty officers
stormed the church. Twen-
ty protesters were hauled
out, according to Bennett,
including a number of
elderly women whispering
the Hail Mary.

Immaculate Conception
was brought down soon
after, and construction on
the GM plant began. 

The facility’s first car — a
Cadillac Eldorado — sailed
off the assembly line at
12:05 p.m. on Feb. 4, 1985. 

In the ensuing decades,
the plant’s fortunes rose and
fell with the American auto
industry, a cumulative long
slide that continued with
Monday’s dark announce-
ment. 

Karasiewicz ended up as
a sad coda to the Poletown
fight. Five months after his
church was razed, the priest
tumbled over dead from a
heart attack.

Poletown again losing its engine 
Detroit area razed in
fight to build plant
that GM is shutting 

By Kyle Swenson
The Washington Post

GM’s Detroit-Hamtramck Assembly Plant, built on the ruins of Poletown, is to cease production, endangering 1,540 jobs.

ANTHONY LANZILOTE/BLOOMBERG 
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Notice of Proposed Property Tax Increase for

Lincolnwood School District No. 74
I. A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax levy increase

for Lincolnwood School District No. 74 for 2018 will be held on
Thursday, December 6, 2018, at 7:30p.m. at the Village Hall of
Lincolnwood, 6900 N. Lincoln Ave. Lincolnwood, IL 60712.

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and present
testimony to the taxing district may contact Dr. Kimberly Nasshan,
Superintendent, 6950 N. East Prairie Road, Lincolnwood, Illinois
60712, telephone number 847-675-8234.

II. The corporate and special purpose property taxes extended or
abated for 2017 were $20,709,623.

The proposed corporate and special purpose property taxes to be
levied for 2018 are $21,144,525. This represents a 2.1% increase
over the previous year.

III. The property taxes extended for debt service and public building
commission leases for 2017 were $1,107,855.

The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt service and
public building commission leases for 2018 are $1,234,900. This
represents an 11.47% increase over the previous year.

IV. The total property taxes extended or abated for 2017 were
$21,817,478.

The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 2018 are
$22,379,425. This represents a 2.58% increase over the
previous year.

Notice of Proposed Property Tax Increase
For Norridge School District 80, Cook County, Illinois

I. A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax levy increase
for School District Number 80, Cook County, Illinois will be held on
December 11th, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. in the Learning Center at James
Giles School, 4251 N. Oriole, Norridge, Illinois.
Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and present
testimony to the taxing district may contact Dr. Paul O’Malley,
Superintendent, 8151 W. Lawrence Ave., Norridge, Illinois,
(708) 583-2068.

II. The corporate and special purpose property taxes extended or abated
for 2017 were $8,724,271.
The proposed corporate and special purpose property taxes to be
levied for 2018 are $11,342.000. This represents a 30% increase over
the previous year.

lll. The property taxes extended for debt service and public building
commission leases for 2017 were $114,348.
The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt service and public
building commission leases for 2018 are $114,348. This represents a
0.0% increase over the previous year.

IV. The total property taxes extended or abated for 2017 were
$8,838,619.
The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 2018 are
$11,456,348. This represents a 29.6% increase over the previous year.

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
Wednesday that a pardon
for Paul Manafort is “not off
the table” — a comment that
drew swift rebuke from
critics who fear the presi-
dent will use his executive
power to protect friends
and supporters caught up in
the Russia probe. 

The president’s com-
ments to the New York Post
came days after special
counsel Robert Mueller

said Manafort had
breached his plea
deal by repeatedly
lying to investiga-
tors. The former
Trump campaign
chairman denies
that he lied. 

Trump’s com-
ments are the lat-
est sign of his disdain for the
Russia investigation, which
has dogged him for two
years and ensnared mem-
bers of his inner circle. In
recent weeks, the president,
armed with inside informa-
tion provided to his lawyers

by Manafort’s legal
team, has sharp-
ened his attacks,
seizing on what he
claims are dirty
tactics employed
by the special
counsel and accus-
ing investigators of
pressuring wit-

nesses to lie. 
In the interview with the

Post, Trump blasted the
Russia probe as a return to
the McCarthyism of the
1950s. “We are in the Mc-
Carthy era. This is no better
than McCarthy,” Trump

said.
When asked about a par-

don for Manafort, Trump
told the newspaper: “It was
never discussed, but I
wouldn’t take it off the table.
Why would I take it off the
table?” 

Trump only has the
power to pardon for federal
charges. A pardon would
not shield Manafort from
prosecution for state
charges, though he is not
currently facing any. 

On Wednesday, Sen.
Mark Warner, the top
Democrat on the Senate

intelligence committee, said
that if Trump pardons
Manafort, it would be a
“blatant and unacceptable
abuse of power.” 

Meanwhile, Manafort’s
lawyers have been briefing
Trump’s attorneys in recent
months on what their client
has told investigators, an
unusual arrangement for a
government cooperator and
one that raises the prospect
that Manafort is pursuing a
pardon. 

Manafort spokesman Ja-
son Maloni declined to
comment. 

In the Post interview,
Trump also praised two
other supporters who are
caught up in the Russia
probe — conservative au-
thor and conspiracy theo-
rist Jerome Corsi and long-
time Trump associate
Roger Stone. 

Corsi this week said he
rejected a plea offer from
Mueller’s team. Draft plea
documents show Mueller
accusing Corsi of lying to
investigators — an allega-
tion he denies — about
emails he exchanged with
Stone regarding WikiLeaks. 

Trump blasts Russia probe, says Manafort pardon not off ‘table’
By Chad Day
Associated Press

Manafort 

makers. 
As House Democrats met

in private in the Capitol,
they faced a simple “yes” or
“no” choice. 

A sign of the party’s
mood emerged early as the
House Democrats elected
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries of
New York as caucus chair-
man, elevating the char-
ismatic 48-year-old from
the Congressional Black
Caucus as a new generation
of leaders pushes to the
forefront. 

His slim victory in that
race, 123-113, over veteran
Rep. Barbara Lee of Cali-
fornia, another influential
member of the Black Cau-
cus, offered a window into
the shifting landscape.
Flanked by top progressive
leaders, Lee made her pitch
during the closed session,
drawing on the record num-
ber of women, including
minority women, who ran
for office and are entering
the new Congress. 

The majority, though,
went to Jeffries who used
his speech to remind
Democrats of their core
accomplishments — from
passage of the Civil Rights

Act to the Affordable Care
Act — before pivoting to his
vision for the future. 

“I’m focused on standing
up for everyone — white,
black, Latino, Asian, Native
American — every single
American deserves us, here
in the United States Con-
gress to work, Democrats
and Republicans, on their
behalf to make their life
better,” he said afterward. 

Democrats voted to re-
turn their entire top leader-
ship team, including Rep.
Steny Hoyer of Maryland in
the No. 2 spot as majority
leader and Rep. Jim
Clyburn of South Carolina
in the No. 3 spot as whip.
They were running unop-
posed. 

“The caucus is coming
together,” Clyburn said. 

In a letter to colleagues
ahead of voting, Pelosi gave
a nod to those clamoring for
change. 

“We all agree that history
is in a hurry, and we need to
accelerate the pace of
change in Congress,” she
wrote, noting the historic
class of new first-term law-
makers, the largest since
Watergate, who led Demo-
crats to the majority in the
midterm election. 

Ahead of voting Wednes-
day, a deal was reached with
the Problem Solvers Cau-
cus, a bipartisan group
whose nine Democratic
members were withholding
their support as they
pushed for rules changes to
allow a more open legisla-
tive process. 

But another group
against her, led by Rep. Seth
Moulton of Massachusetts,
Rep. Tim Ryan of Ohio and
Rep. Kathleen Rice of New

York, left the leader’s office
empty-handed. 

They asked Pelosi to pub-
licly release her plans to
transition out of leadership
before the end of the next
term in 2020. She declined,
they said. 

“There has to be some
succession plan,” Rice said. 

For now, there was no
one willing, or able, to
mount a serious campaign
against her bid to reclaim
the speaker’s job, which she

held from 2007 to 2011,
before the GOP took back
the majority. 

“You can’t beat someone
with no one,” said Rep.-elect
Jahana Hayes, D-Conn. 

Pelosi still lacks the votes
she’ll need in January, when
the new Congress con-
venes, to ascend to the post. 

One member who signed
a letter being circulated by
opponents, Rep. Linda
Sanchez of California, said
the real fight will come in

January. 
“The battle is the floor,”

Sanchez said. 
But she’ll need 218 votes

in January, half the full
435-seat House, which is
harder, if all Republicans
vote against her, as is likely
— though she could win
with fewer votes if some
lawmakers are absent or
vote present. 

“The reality is there is no
alternative,” said Rep. Brian
Higgins, D-N.Y. 

Pelosi clears key
Dem hurdle for
speaker’s job 
Pelosi, from Page 1

House Democrats elected Rep. Hakeem Jeffries of New York as caucus chairman Wednesday during leadership elections.

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP 
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KABUL, Afghanistan —
When U.S. forces and their
Afghan allies rode into
Kabul in November 2001
they were greeted as libera-
tors. But after 17 years of
war, the Taliban have retak-
en half the country, security
is worse than it’s ever been,
and many Afghans place the
blame squarely on the
Americans. 

The United States has lost
more than 2,400 soldiers in
its longest war, and has
spent more than $900 bil-
lion on everything from mil-
itary operations to the con-
struction of roads, bridges
and power plants. Three U.S.
presidents have pledged to
bring peace to Afghanistan,
either by adding or with-
drawing troops, by engaging
the Taliban or shunning
them. Last year, the U.S.
dropped the “mother of all
bombs” on a cave complex. 

None of it has worked.
After years of frustration,
Afghanistan is rife with con-
spiracy theories, including
the idea that Americans
didn’t stumble into a forever
war, but planned one all
along. 

Mohammed Ismail
Qasimyar, a member of Af-
ghanistan’s High Peace
Council, wonders how U.S.
and NATO forces — which
at their peak numbered
150,000 and fought along-
side hundreds of thousands
of Afghan troops, were un-
able to vanquish tens of
thousands of Taliban. 

“Either they did not want
to or they could not do it,” he
said. He now suspects the
U.S. and its ally Pakistan
deliberately sowed chaos in
Afghanistan to justify the
lingering presence of foreign
forces — now numbering
around 15,000 — in order to
use the country as a listening
post to monitor Iran, Russia
and China. 

“They have made a hell,

not a paradise for us,” he
said. 

Afghanistan is rife with
such conspiracy theories.
After last month’s assassi-
nation of Kandahar’s pow-
erful police chief, Gen. Abd-
ul Raziq, social media ex-
ploded with pictures and
posts suggesting he was the
victim of a U.S. conspiracy.
Recent insider attacks, in
which Afghan forces have
killed their erstwhile U.S.
and NATO allies, have at-
tracted online praise. 

“In 2001 the Afghan peo-
ple supported the arrival of
the United States and the
international community
wholeheartedly,” said
Hamid Karzai, who was
installed as Afghanistan’s
first president and twice
won re-election, serving
until 2014. 

“For a number of years
things worked perfectly
well,” he said in a recent
interview. “Then we saw

the United States either
changed course or simply
neglected the views of the
Afghan people and the con-
ditions of the Afghans.” 

He blames the lingering
war on the U.S. failure to
eliminate militant sanctuar-
ies in neighboring Pakistan,
the bombing of Afghan vil-
lages and homes, and the
detention of Afghans. 

Others blame the notori-
ously corrupt government,
which Karzai headed for
more than a decade, and
which is widely seen as yet
another bitter fruit of the
American invasion. 

“All the money that has
come to this country has
gone to the people in power.
The poor people didn’t get
anything,” said Hajji Akram,
a day laborer in Kabul’s Old
City who struggles to feed
his family on around $4 a
day. “The foreigners are not
making things better. They
should go.” 

It’s not just Afghans. The
United States’ own inspec-
tor general for Af-
ghanistan’s reconstruction
offered a critique in a
speech earlier this month. 

John Sopko pointed out
that the U.S. has spent $132
billion on Afghanistan’s re-
construction — more than
was spent on Western Eu-
rope after World War II. An
additional $750 billion has
been spent on U.S. military
operations, and Washing-
ton has pledged $4 billion a
year for Afghanistan’s secu-
rity forces. 

The result? 
“Even after 17 years of

U.S. and coalition effort and
financial largesse, Af-
ghanistan remains one of
the poorest, least educated,
and most corrupt countries
in the world,” Sopko said.
“It is also one of the most
violent.” 

Hamidullah Nasrat sells
imported fabrics in the

capital’s main bazaar on the
banks of the Kabul River, a
fetid trickle running
through a garbage-filled
trench. He remembers wel-
coming the overthrow of
the Taliban, who had shut
down his photography stu-
dio because it was deemed
un-Islamic. 

“After the Taliban we
were expecting something
good, but instead, day by
day, it is getting worse,” he
said. “How is it that a
superpower like the United
States cannot stop the Tali-
ban? It is a question every
Afghan is asking.” 

The U.S. and NATO for-
mally concluded their com-
bat mission in 2014. Since
then, the Taliban have
carried out near-daily at-
tacks on rural checkpoints
and staged coordinated as-
saults on major cities. Au-
thorities stopped publish-
ing casualty figures earlier
this year, deeming them

classified. An Islamic State
affiliate has meanwhile
carried out massive bomb-
ings against the country’s
Shiite minority. 

Afghans who have re-
cently served on the front
lines complain of faulty
equipment, inadequate sup-
plies and reinforcements
that show up late and ill-
equipped, if at all. 

Tameem Darvesh served
in the Afghan army for
nearly five years in the
southern Helmand prov-
ince. This year he went on
holiday and never returned,
trading his $180 monthly
salary for work as a day
laborer making much less.
He said morale is at an
all-time low, with many
soldiers expressing sympa-
thy for the Taliban. 

Jawad Mohammadi
served for more than seven
years in the security forces
until 2015, when he stepped
on a land-mine he was
tasked to clear and lost both
his legs. He was just 25. 

He recalls how the for-
eign instructors told him to
always check his mine de-
tector by waving it over a
piece of metal before head-
ing out into the field. But
whenever a device failed to
respond, his Afghan com-
mander would tell him to
use it anyway. 

“I was told that’s all we
have. That’s what we were
given, you just have to use
it,” he said. 

The next time he went
out with a faulty device, his
foot found a bomb that the
detector had missed. 

“I felt myself being
thrown through the air. I
looked and I saw my legs
were near me and there was
so much blood. I yelled:
‘Please help me.’ ” 

U.S. blamed for unending war 
Afghans, once
welcoming, resent
America’s presence
By Kathy Gannon
Associated Press

Afghan National Army soldiers participate in a live fire training exercise at the Afghan Military Academy in Kabul. 
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“How is it that a
superpower like
the United States
cannot stop the
Taliban?”
— Hamidullah Nasrat,
Kabul resident

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court on
Wednesday took up a case
from Indiana to settle a
question that might seem
obvious to some: Does the
ban on “excessive fines” in
the Bill of Rights apply to
states?

The Eighth Amendment
to the Constitution, which
prohibits “cruel and unusu-
al punishments,” also says
“excessive bail shall not be
required, nor excessive
fines imposed.”

But last year, the Indiana
Supreme Court upheld the
state’s seizure of a $42,000
Land Rover from a man
who made two small drug
sales valued at under $400.
It rejected his claim that
this was “excessive” and
ruled the Eighth Amend-
ment did not protect him.

That decision ran into
sharp skepticism Wednes-
day from the justices.

Justice Neil Gorsuch
said the court had strug-
gled in the 1940s over
whether all parts of the Bill
of Rights applied equally to
states and localities — or
were “incorporated” into
the 14th Amendment, as
the court said. But that
fight, he said, was settled
long ago.

“Here we are still litigat-
ing over incorporation to-
day? Really?” Gorsuch said
to Indiana state solicitor
Thomas Fisher.

The state’s lawyer re-
fused to back down and
insisted a state’s seizure of
private property was its
business, not a question of
federal law.

Justice Brett Kavanaugh
agreed with Gorsuch. “Isn’t
it too late in the day to
argue a right is not incorpo-
rated?” he said, meaning it
applies to the states as well
as the federal government.

By the end of an hour, it
was clear that the court
would rule for Tyson
Timbs, the Indiana man
who lost his Land Rover,
and hold that the Constitu-

tion protected him from an
excessive fine.

But it is not clear he will
ultimately win. Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts said the
court would probably send
the case back to the Indiana
courts to decide whether
this forfeiture was indeed
excessive and unjust.

Wednesday’s argument
revived a question that has
a long history before the
high court and divided the
justices during the middle
decades of the 20th cen-
tury.

The first 10 amend-
ments, known as the Bill of
Rights, were ratified in 1791
and begin with the words:
“Congress shall make no
law ...” The familiar rights
listed include the freedom
of speech and the press, the
free exercise of religion, the
right to bear arms, the right
to a jury trial and the
freedom from “unreason-
able searches and seizures.”

But these protections for
individuals did not go far.
In the early 19th century,
the court said these rights
applied only to actions of
the then-tiny federal gov-
ernment, not to states or
local authorities, including
police.

After the Civil War, the
Reconstruction Congress
adopted the 14th Amend-
ment to protect individuals
from their states. It said,
“No state shall make or
enforce any law which shall

abridge the privileges or
immunities of citizens of
the United States, nor shall
any state deprive any per-
son of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of
law.”

The first clause on “priv-
ileges or immunities” has
meant surprisingly little,
thanks to a peculiar 1873
ruling holding it did not
provide “any additional
protection” for individuals.

But the second clause
became the most important
in the Constitution. In a
step-by-step process from
the 1930s through the
1960s, the Supreme Court
decided that nearly all the
fundamental rights cited in
the Bill of Rights were
included or “incorporated”
in the protection for “liber-
ty” and “due process of
law” in the 14th Amend-
ment. But it has never
specifically ruled on the
“excessive fee” clause.

These days, most Ameri-
cans would assume their
constitutional rights are the
same, whether they en-
counter a federal agent, a
state official or a local
police officer.

The appeal from Timbs
has united groups across
the ideological spectrum
from the ACLU to the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, all
of them urging the court to
clearly rule that all parts of
the Eighth Amendment ap-
ply across the country.

Supreme Court likely to apply
‘excessive fines’ bans to states
By David G. Savage
Los Angeles Times

Tyson Timbs’ Land Rover was seized by the government

five years ago after two small drug sales.

JENNA WATSON/AP 

KABUL, Afghanistan —
Taliban insurgents staged a
coordinated attack target-
ing a security firm in the
Afghan capital on Wednes-
day, killing at least 10 peo-
ple and wounding 19 oth-
ers, as the U.S. said an
airstrike hours earlier in
Helmand province that re-
portedly killed civilians
was conducted by Ameri-
can aircraft. 

Wednesday’s attack in
eastern Kabul took place
when a suicide bomber
detonated his explosives
and other insurgents
started a gunbattle with
security forces in the area,
Interior Ministry spokes-
man Najib Danish said. 

The assault came hours
after provincial officials
said at least 30 civilians
were killed along with 16
Taliban fighters during the
overnight battle between
Afghan government forces
and insurgents in southern
Helmand province. 

A local official, Attahul-
lah Afghan, said most of the
civilian casualties came
when an airstrike struck a
house in the central Hel-
mand River valley, a Tali-
ban heartland. U.S. officials
said it happened in Hel-
mand’s Garmsir district. 

A U.S. military spokes-
man in Kabul said the
airstrike was carried out by
American aircraft called in
to back Afghan “special
security forces” after they
came under heavy Taliban
fire. 

Maj. Bariki Mallya, the
spokesman, said in an email
exchange that the airstrike
was conducted in self-de-
fense after Taliban fighters
armed with rocket-pro-
pelled grenades and heavy
machine guns retreated
into a compound and con-
tinued firing on Afghan
government forces and
their American advisers. 

“In self-defense, the
ground force called an
airstrike,” Mallya said. “Af-

ter the strike, there were
secondary explosions, we
assess from explosives in-
side the compound. At the
time of the strike, the
ground force was unaware
of any civilians in or around
the compound; they only
knew that the Taliban were
using the building as a
fighting position.” 

Mallya declined to say
what the U.S. knew about
civilian casualties or
whether the incident was
under U.S. investigation. In
a prepared statement, he
said the U.S. investigates
every “credible allegation
of error and reviews every
mission to learn, adapt and
improve.” 

A statement from the
governor’s office in Hel-
mand confirmed that 16
Taliban insurgents were
killed and said that an
investigation was under-
way to determine the num-
ber of civilian casualties. 

It said the militants had
stockpiled ammunition in
the area of the operation,
which could have caused
civilian casualties. There
was also a car packed with
explosives that ignited dur-
ing the strike, the statement
added. 

Abdul Wadod Popul, a
lawmaker from Helmand,
also confirmed the civilian
casualties. “The area is
under Taliban’s control and
is very difficult to get a
precise number of casu-

alties,” he said in Kabul. 
The Taliban, who in re-

cent years have taken over
nearly half of Afghanistan,
claimed the attack
Wednesday in Kabul. 

Kabul police spokesman
Basir Mujahid said the tar-
get of the attack was a
security firm called G4S.
The website of a multina-
tional security company
named G4S has London
contact information.

The Taliban view the
U.S.-backed government in
Kabul as a dysfunctional
Western puppet and have
refused offers to negotiate
with it. 

Also Wednesday, the
Pentagon released the
names of three U.S. serv-
icemen killed Tuesday by a
roadside bomb in Af-
ghanistan’s Ghazni prov-
ince, the deadliest attack
against U.S. forces in the
country this year. 

They are Army Capt.
Andrew Patrick Ross, age
29, of Lexington, Va.; Army
Sgt. 1st Class Eric Michael
Emond, age 39, of Brush
Prairie, Wash.; and Air
Force Staff Sgt. Dylan J.
Elchin, age 25, of Hook-
stown, Pa. 

Ross and Emond were
assigned to 1st Battalion,
3rd Special Forces Group,
based at Fort Bragg, N.C.
Elchin was assigned to the
26th Special Tactics Squad-
ron, based at Cannon Air
Force Base, N.M. 

Taliban kill 10 after reported
U.S. attack on Afghan civilians
By Rahim Faiez
and Robert Burns
Associated Press

Afghan boys looks through a broken window of a shop

after a bomb attack Wednesday in Kabul, the capital.

RAHMAT GUL/AP 
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COLUMBIA, S.C. — Five
inmates in the Carolinas
extorted more than half a
million dollars from mili-
tary personnel throughout
the country, using illegal
cellphones to pose as under-
age women on dating sites,
authorities said Wednesday. 

Standing in front of a
state prison in Columbia,
S.C., U.S. Attorney Sherri
Lydon told reporters that
five inmates had been in-
dicted on federal charges

including extortion and
wire fraud. Ten others
throughout the Carolinas
have been charged with
helping inmates collect ex-
tortion payments via serv-
ices including Western
Union or PayPal. 

According to court docu-
ments, inmates used contra-
band phones to join dating
websites, contacting and ex-
changing nude images with
service members across the
country. 

Once the targets had
been reeled in, Drew Good-
ridge of the Naval Criminal

Investigative Service said,
inmates then posed as an
authority figure, such as a
father or police officer,
claiming the girl with
whom the victim had been
communicating was under-
age and demanding money
to keep the exchanges pri-

vate. 
Fearful they’d be accused

of disseminating child por-
nography, possibly losing
their military careers, more
than 442 service members
handed over more than
$560,000 total, authorities
said. 

Lydon said the victims
come from all branches and
ranks of the military.

According to Goodridge,
more than 250 other cases
were being investigated for
potential extortion as part
of “Operation Surprise
Party,” which his agency
began in January 2017. 

Inmates aren’t allowed to
have cellphones behind
bars, although thousands
are smuggled inside each
year. 

Corrections Director
Bryan Stirling has long
called illegally obtained

cellphones the No. 1 securi-
ty threat inside his institu-
tions. 

Officials have said a
deadly riot earlier this year
at Lee Correctional Institu-
tion was in part a turf war
over contraband including
cellphones. 

“We do not lock up crimi-
nals only to have them go to
prison and continue their
criminal conduct,” Lydon
said. “It is the unfettered
use of contraband cell-
phones that allows inmates
to continue harming the
citizens of South Carolina.” 

‘Operation Surprise Party’ uncovers inmates extorting military personnel 
By Meg Kinnard
Associated Press

“We do not lock up criminals only
to have them go to prison and
continue their criminal conduct.” 
—U.S. Attorney Sherri Lydon

HONG KONG — A Chi-
nese researcher who claims
to have helped make the
world’s first genetically ed-
ited babies says a second
pregnancy may be under-
way. 

The researcher, He
Jiankui of Shenzhen, re-
vealed the pregnancy
Wednesday while making
his first public comments
about his contro-
versial work at an
international con-
ference in Hong
Kong. 

He claims to
have altered the
DNA of twin girls
born earlier this
month to try to
make them resist-
ant to infection with the
AIDS virus. Mainstream
scientists have condemned
the experiment, and uni-
versities and government
groups are investigating. 

The second pregnancy is
in an early stage and needs
more time to be monitored
to see if it will last, He said. 

Leading scientists said
there are now even more
reasons to worry, and more
questions than answers, af-
ter He’s talk. The leader of
the conference called the
experiment “irresponsible”
and evidence that the sci-
entific community had
failed to regulate itself to
prevent premature efforts
to alter DNA. 

Altering DNA before or
at the time of conception is
controversial because the
changes can be inherited
and might harm other
genes. It’s banned in some
countries including the
United States except for lab
research. 

He defended his choice
of HIV, rather than a fatal
inherited disease, as a test
case for gene editing, and
insisted the girls could ben-
efit from it. 

“They need this protec-
tion since a vac-
cine is not avail-
able,” He said. 

Scientists wer-
en’t buying it. 

“This is a truly
unacceptable de-
velopment,” said
Jennifer Doudna,
a University of
California, Berke-

ley scientist and one of the
inventors of the CRISPR
gene-editing tool that He
said he used. “I’m grateful
that he appeared today, but
I don’t think that we heard
answers. We still need to
understand the motivation
for this.” 

“I feel more disturbed
now,” said David Liu of
Harvard and MIT’s Broad
Institute, and inventor of a
variation of the gene-edit-
ing tool. “It’s an appalling
example of what not to do
about a promising technol-
ogy that has great potential
to benefit society. I hope it
never happens again.” 

There is no independent
confirmation of He’s claim

and he has not yet pub-
lished in any scientific jour-
nal where it would be
vetted by experts. At the
conference, He failed or
refused to answer many
questions including who
paid for his work, how he
ensured that participants
understood potential risks
and benefits, and why he
kept his work secret until
after it was done. 

After He spoke, David
Baltimore, a Nobel laureate
from the California Insti-
tute of Technology and a
leader of the conference,
said He’s work “would still
be considered irresponsi-
ble” because it did not meet
criteria many scientists
agreed on several years ago
before gene editing could
be considered. 

“I personally don’t think
that it was medically neces-
sary. The choice of the
diseases that we heard dis-
cussions about earlier to-
day are much more press-
ing” than trying to prevent
HIV infection this way, he
said. 

If gene editing is ever
allowed, many scientists
have said it should be re-
served to treat and prevent
serious inherited disorders
with no good alternatives,
such as sickle cell anemia
and Huntington’s disease. 

Shortly after his talk, He
canceled a planned appear-
ance in a Thursday session
on embryo gene editing,
according to the Royal So-
ciety, one of the conference
organizers.

A screen shows information of genomic data while He Jiankui, a Chinese researcher,

speaks Wednesday during the Human Genome Editing Conference in Hong Kong.

KIN CHEUNG/AP 

Chinese researcher says 2nd
gene-edited pregnancy started
By Marilynn
Marchione
Associated Press

He 

EL YUNQUE, Puerto
Rico — Biologists are trying
to save the last of the
endangered Puerto Rican
parrots after more than half
the population of the bright
green birds with turquoise-
tipped wings disappeared
when Hurricane Maria hit
Puerto Rico and destroyed
their habitat and food
sources. 

In the tropical forest of
El Yunque, only two of the
56 wild birds that once
lived there survived the
Category 4 storm that
pummeled the U.S. terri-
tory in September 2017.
Meanwhile, only 4 of 31
wild birds in a forest in the
western town of Maricao
survived, along with 75 out
of 134 wild parrots living in
the Rio Abajo forest in the
central mountains of
Puerto Rico, scientists said. 

And while several dozen
new parrots have been
born in captivity and in the
wild since Maria, the
species is still in danger,
according to scientists. 

“We have a lot of work to
do,” said Gustavo Olivieri,
parrot recovery program
coordinator for Puerto Ri-
co’s Department of Natural
Resources. 

Federal and local scien-
tists will meet next month
to debate how best to revive
a species that numbered
more than 1 million in the
1800s but dwindled to 13
birds during the 1970s after
decades of forest clearing. 

The U.S. and Puerto Ri-
can governments launched
a program in 1972 that
eventually led to the cre-
ation of three breeding cen-
ters. Just weeks before
Maria hit, scientists re-
ported 56 wild birds at El
Yunque, the highest since
the program was launched. 

But the population de-
cline is now especially wor-
risome because the parrots
that vanished from El
Yunque were some of the
last remaining wild ones,
said Marisel Lopez, who

oversees the parrot recov-
ery program at El Yunque
for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service. 

“It was devastating. Af-
ter so many years of having
worked on this project,”
she said. 

The Puerto Rican Ama-
zon is Puerto Rico’s only
remaining native parrot
and is one of roughly 30
species of Amazon parrots
found in the Americas. The
red-foreheaded birds grow
to nearly a foot in length,
are known for their secrecy
and usually mate for life,
reproducing once a year. 

More than 460 birds
remain captive at the
breeding centers in El
Yunque and Rio Abajo
forests, but scientists have
not released any of them
since Hurricane Maria. A
third breeding center in a
forest in the western rural
town of Maricao has not
operated since the storm.
Scientists are now trying to
determine the best way to
prepare the parrots for re-
lease since there are such
few birds in the wild they
can interact with, and
whether Puerto Rico’s
damaged forests can sus-
tain them. 

One proposal scientists
will consider is whether to
capture some of the re-
maining wild parrots in the
Rio Abajo forest and place
them in the same cage as
birds that will be released
to the wild, so they can
learn to emulate their so-
cial behavior to ensure

their survival, said Jafet
Velez, a wildlife biologist
with U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service. 

Scientists are tentatively
planning to release 20 birds
next year in Rio Abajo. 

But first, scientists need
to make sure the forests can
offer food and safe shelter. 

Jessica Ilse, a forest biol-
ogist at el Yunque for the
U.S. Forest Service, said
scientists are collecting
data about the amount of
fruit falling from trees and
the number of leaves shed.
She said the canopy still has
not grown back since Maria
and warned that invasive
species have taken root
since more sunlight now
shines through. Ilse said
that many of the large trees
where parrots used to nest
are now gone and noted
that it took 14 months for El
Yunque’s canopy to close
after Hurricane Hugo hit
Puerto Rico in 1989 as a
Category 3 storm. 

. Without a canopy and
proper camouflage, wild
parrots have become an
easy target. 

Ilse said local and federal
scientists plan to help the
forest recover through
planting. 

“People keep asking us,
‘How long is it going to
take?’ ” Ilse said. 

But scientists don’t
know, she added. 

“The damage is more
extensive than (hurri-
canes) Hugo and Georges.
It’s been a complete change
to the ecosystem.” 

Scientists taking Puerto Rican
parrots under their wing 
By Danica Coto
Associated Press

Puerto Rican parrots huddle in one of the flight cages at

the Iguaca Aviary in El Yunque.

CARLOS GIUSTI/AP 

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip
— The only grand piano in
the Gaza Strip was played in
public for the first time in a
decade on Sunday — follow-
ing a complicated interna-
tional restoration effort to
fix the instrument after it
was nearly destroyed in an
Israeli airstrike. 

About 300 fans attended
Sunday’s performance as
Japanese and local artists
performed for them. For
many, it was the first time
they had ever heard a piano
performed live. 

“Playing this piano is
feeling like playing history,”
said Japanese pianist Kaoru
Imahigashi. “It’s amazing. I
felt the prayer of peace for
many people.” 

The piano’s story goes
back many years, mirroring
in many ways the story of
Gaza. 

The Japanese govern-
ment donated the piano
about 20 years ago, follow-
ing interim peace accords
between Israel and the Pal-
estinians. At the time, Gaza
was envisioned as becom-
ing the Singapore of the
Middle East. 

Fayez Sersawi, a Culture
Ministry official, said he
was responsible for receiv-
ing the piano, which was
placed at a large theater in
the newly built al-Nawras
resort in northern Gaza. 

He said music festivals

were a regular activity be-
fore the beginning of the
second Palestinian uprising
against Israeli occupation in
2000. 

In 2007, the resort closed
the theater and the swim-
ming pool and scaled down
most activities after Hamas,
an Islamic militant group,
took control of Gaza by
force after winning legisla-
tive elections. Under
Hamas rule, many forms of
public entertainment, in-
cluding bars, movie theaters
and concert halls, have been
shuttered. 

An ensuing Israeli-Egyp-
tian blockade meant to
weaken Hamas, plus severe
damage after a three-week
war with Israel in January
2009, closed the resort alto-
gether. 

The piano was silenced
and sat unused until 2014,
when an Israeli airstrike
during a third war with
Hamas destroyed the al-
Nawras hall. The piano was
miraculously found un-
scathed, but rickety and
unplayable. 

The Japanese Foreign
Ministry confirmed that a

piano was donated to the
Palestinian Authority in
1998. Workers from the
cooperation agency took
the serial number and con-
tacted Yamaha, its pro-
ducer. The company con-
firmed that the instrument
had been manufactured be-
tween 1997 and 1998. 

“Everything matched,”
said Yuko Mitzui, a repre-
sentative of the cooperation
agency. 

The Belgian nonprofit
group Music Fund, which
supports music instruction
in the Palestinian areas, sent

a French expert in 2015 to
restore the piano. Another
Belgium restorer visited
Gaza last month and put the
final touches on the instru-
ment. A limited, private
concert was held as a trial. 

On Sunday evening, all
300 seats of the theater hall
at the Palestine Red Cres-
cent Society were occupied
with fans of all ages, as the
rapt audience listened
eagerly and clapped in ap-
plause at the end of each
performance. 

Kaoru, the pianist,
stroked the keys smoothly

as opera singer Fujiko Hirai
performed the Japanese
folk song “Fantasy on
Sakura Sakura.” 

It was the first time that
Yasmin Elian, 22, attended a
piano concert. “I liked how
people interacted” with the
artists, she said. “This en-
courages me to learn piano.” 

Gaza has one music
school, the Edward Said
Conservatory, with 180 stu-
dents. It suffers a lack of
funding and operates in
several rented rooms at the
rescue services’ main am-
bulance station. 

A group of students from
the conservatory partnered
with the Japanese artists
and played the Palestinian
national anthem, drawing
huge applause from the
audience. 

Ismail Daoud, a conduc-
tor who heads the school,
said it’s hard to bring pianos
to Gaza because of their
weight and their prices, but
that his school “desperately
needs them.” 

In 2009, Washington-
based aid group Anera
bought two upright pianos
to Gaza and helped coor-
dinate their crossing
through Israel’s then
strictly closed border. 

Now, the Culture Min-
istry has given the piano to
the conservatory — “to the
place where it belongs and
where it should be,” Daoud
said. “The revival of the
piano is like the revival of
the Palestinian people.” 

Gaza’s only grand piano making music again
By Fares Akram
Associated Press

Japanese pianist Kaoru Imahigashi performs during a concert in Gaza City on Sunday.

ADEL HANA/AP 
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WASHINGTON —
Ivanka Trump defended
her use of a private email
account as she was moving
into an adviser’s position in
her father’s administration,
saying that it cannot be
compared to the flap over
former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton’s private
email server and that “Lock
her up!” doesn’t apply to
her.

“All of my emails are
stored and preserved.
There were no deletions,”
Trump told ABC News in
an interview broadcast
Wednesday. 

The Washington Post re-
ported this month that

Trump sent hundreds of
emails about government
business from a personal
email account last year to
White House aides, Cab-
inet members and her as-
sistant, many in violation of
public records rules. 

“There is no restriction
of using personal email,”
she said. “In fact, we’re
instructed that if we re-
ceive an email to our per-
sonal account that could
relate to government work,
you simply just forward it
to your government ac-
count so it can be archived.” 

Clinton used a personal
email account linked to a
private server at her home

in Chappaqua, N.Y., during
her time as the top U.S.
diplomat under President
Barack Obama. The FBI
found classified informa-
tion in some of the emails
that were sent or received
through her private server. 

Donald Trump harshly
criticized Clinton, his 2016
Democratic presidential ri-
val, for her use of the
private email server. At his
campaign rallies, chants of
“Lock her up!” rang out. 

Ivanka Trump was asked
by ABC News, “So the idea
of L̀ock her up!’ doesn’t
apply to you?” 

“No,” she replied.
“There’s no equivalency.”

U.K. central bank warns of deep
recession without Brexit deal 

LONDON — Leaving
the European Union with-
out a divorce deal could
plunge Britain into its
deepest recession in
nearly a century, with the
economy shrinking 8 per-
cent within months as
unemployment and infla-
tion soar, the Bank of
England warned Wednes-
day. 

The stark projection
came the same day the
government’s own econo-
mists said the country will
be poorer after Brexit than

if it had stayed in the EU,
no matter what sort of
trade deal it secures with
the bloc. 

Britain and the EU have
agreed on a deal for the
U.K.’s exit in March. But
British lawmakers are
threatening to derail it
when Parliament votes
next month. 

Prime Minister The-
resa May says that if her
deal is rejected, Britain
could be headed for an
economically disruptive
“no deal” Brexit in March.

Lawmakers reach tentative
farm bill deal after long impasse 

WASHINGTON — Key
lawmakers said Wednes-
day they have reached a
tentative deal on a massive
farm bill, breaking a
months-long impasse over
legislation that doles out
more than $400 billion in
federal funds for farm
subsidies, food stamps and
conservation efforts.

Lawmakers have been
at odds over a House GOP
proposal to boost work
requirements for food
stamp recipients, but Sens.

Pat Roberts, R-Kan., and
Debbie Stabenow, D-
Mich., the leaders of the
Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee, said they had re-
solved the debate over the
work requirements and
other outstanding issues. 

The senators declined
to offer details of the
emerging compromise,
cautioning it was not final
and could change pending
completion of cost analy-
ses and legislative lan-
guage. 

Ukraine and Russia ratchet up
rhetoric, tensions in dispute 

KIEV, Ukraine —
Ukraine’s President Petro
Poroshenko donned com-
bat fatigues to implement
martial law in much of the
country on Wednesday, a
move Russia denounced
as a cynical political trick
as both sides ratcheted up
tensions after a weekend
standoff in the Black Sea.

Each side blamed the
other for the bellicose turn
of events, with Ukraine
saying Russia is preparing
for a full-scale invasion. 

Poroshenko toured a
military training center
Wednesday in the Cherni-
hiv region bordering Rus-
sia, one of the areas where
martial law was imposed,
pledging “not to allow the
enemy to attack Ukraine.” 

In Moscow, Russian
President Vladimir Putin
bluntly accused his
Ukrainian counterpart of
provoking the naval inci-
dent in order to shore up
his sagging popularity
ahead of March elections.

Daniels: Avenatti sued Trump against her wishes
NEW YORK — Adult

film actress Stormy Daniels
alleged Wednesday that
Michael Avenatti sued
President Donald Trump
on her behalf without get-
ting her approval.

Daniels, who has faced
pressure to fire Avenatti
amid allegations he re-
cently abused his girl-

friend, also claimed the
lawyer has kept her in the
dark about how he’s spend-
ing money raised via her
legal defense fund.

“I’m tremendously
grateful to him for aggres-
sively representing me in
my fight to regain my
voice,” Daniels said in a
statement first reported by

the Daily Beast. “But in
other ways Michael has not
treated me with the respect
and deference an attorney
should show to a client.”

Avenatti would neither
confirm nor deny Daniels’
allegations but said he has
always maintained a “high
level of communication”
with her.

President
suggests he’s
mulling tariffs
on car imports

WASHINGTON —
President Donald Trump
hinted Wednesday that
he’s looking into slapping
tariffs on car imports, a
day after he threatened to
slash federal subsidies to
General Motors for want-
ing to close five U.S. facto-
ries and eliminate 14,000
jobs in North America.

“The reason that the
small truck business in the
U.S. is such a go to favorite
is that, for many years,
Tariffs of 25% have been
put on small trucks com-
ing into our country,”
Trump tweeted Wednes-
day. 

“If we did that with cars
coming in, many more
cars would be built here
and G.M. would not be
closing their plants in
Ohio, Michigan & Mary-
land.”

He continued: “The
President has great power
on this issue — Because of
the G.M. event, it is being
studied now!”

In Mississippi: Republi-
can Sen. Cindy Hyde-
Smith returns to Washing-
ton after winning a runoff
electionTuesday 54 to 46
percent. She defeated
Democrat Mike Espy, a
former congressman and
former U.S. agriculture
secretary, who was trying
to become the state’s first
African-American senator
since Reconstruction.

In Washington: A Senate
committee Wednesday
postponed a vote on the
nominee to lead Immigra-
tion and Customs En-
forcement as a coalition of
unions raised “serious
concern” about Ronald Vi-
tiello’s ability to oversee
the agency. Committee
chairman Sen. Ron John-
son said senators want to
practice “due diligence”

NEWS BRIEFING
Staff and news services

Outstanding in his field: In an image from video taken Nov. 15, Knickers grazes amid

other cattle on Geoff Pearson’s farm in Western Australia state. Pearson said the 7-year-

old, 6-foot 4-inch, 1.4-ton steer is too heavy for slaughter and will stay on the farm.

AP

Ivanka Trump says ‘Lock her
up!’ doesn’t apply in her case 



The Harvard admissions
office: more sinned against
than sinning, and currently
serving two masters. One is
the god of rich things, who
demands a reactionary
embrace of wealth and
privilege, including the
czarist notion that you can
inherit Harvard the way
you can inherit hemophilia
or a winter palace. This is
the logic of “legacy admis-
sions” — a rare instance of a
morally unpalatable fact
retaining its precise name.

The Harvard god of rich things also favors the children of
tremendous wealth, and of people who are so important
that even mighty Harvard wants to have them in its sphere
of influence. 

The other master is an avenging angel on a radical mis-
sion: to transform Harvard — of all places! — into a utopian
society, an egalitarian gathering of young people of all back-
grounds, including the poor, the homeless, those who will
be the first in their family to attend college. While the god
of rich things favors the children of white men (almost all
of the super-wealthy and most of the legacies are white),
the god of reparations wants to see fewer and fewer white
students on campus.

This strange situation — hereditary privilege and social
justice sitting side by side — has left the institution and its
students vulnerable to ugly accusations and to embittered
cries for fairness. Almost every student on campus is the
subject of harsh appraisals based on how others assume
they got in.

Caitlin Flanagan, The Atlantic

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

Rowers on the Charles River

near the Harvard campus. 

CHARLES KRUPA/AP 2017

16 Chicago Tribune | Section 1 | Thursday, November 29, 2018

SCOTT STANTIS

Founded June 10, 1847

R. Bruce Dold 
Publisher & Editor-in-Chief

John P. McCormick, Editorial Page Editor
Marie C. Dillon, Deputy Editorial Page Editor

Marcia Lythcott, Associate Editor, Commentary
Margaret Holt, Standards Editor

Peter Kendall, Managing Editor
Christine W. Taylor, Managing Editor

directors of content
Jonathon Berlin, Amy Carr, Phil Jurik, 

Joe Knowles, Todd Panagopoulos, 

George Papajohn, Mary Ellen Podmolik, 

Elizabeth Wolfe

EDITORIALS

The 20th Ward on Chi-
cago’s South Side is shaped
sort of like a sandhill crane —
head and neck stretching into
the New City community,
abdomen encompassing
Washington Park and most of
Woodlawn. The Dan Ryan
Expressway slices the bird
down the middle.

It is a place of instability,
with scatterings of vacant
buildings, including shuttered
public schools, a lack of robust
economic development and
too much violent crime. It also
is a place rebounding, partially
due to the promise of the
Obama Presidential Center
scheduled to open in 2021 a
few miles to the east. Property
values are rising steadily, and
residents hope the presidential
center will be a wellspring of
development.

Another promising sign: 15
candidates have filed to run for
alderman. If voters choose
wisely, they’ll elect a repre-
sentative who will help the
ward grow into its potential.

Ald. Willie Cochran, who
rejected a plea deal Wednes-
day in his corruption case, has
represented the ward since
2007. He declined to seek
another term after federal
prosecutors indicted him in
2016 on 15 criminal counts.
The Tribune broke the news of
the indictment while the City
Council was gathering to
celebrate the Cubs World
Series win. In a dramatic un-
folding of events, Cochran
appeared to learn of his indict-
ment from a colleague while

on the council floor.
This week, prosecutors

offered Cochran a deal —
plead guilty to just one fraud
count — that would have made

prison time less likely. But he
couldn’t bring himself to take
it, his attorney said, and a trial
is now set for June 3. Cochran
has disputed the charges al-

leged in the indictment.
Prosecutors say he swiped

thousands of dollars from a
charity fund he oversaw that
was supposed to support pro-

grams for kids and senior
citizens in the ward. He is
accused of spending some of
the money on gambling and
his daughter’s tuition. He also
sought a kickback from a li-
quor store manager and ac-
cepted a bribe linked to a fed-
eral grant program, the indict-
ment alleges.

Cochran, a former police
sergeant, would be the 30th
Chicago alderman convicted
of a crime connected to the
official role since 1972. When
he won the seat 11 years ago,
he replaced Ald. Arenda
Troutman, who went to prison
after being charged for solicit-
ing cash from developers in
return for her support on
zoning changes.

In 1986, then-Ald. Clifford
Kelley was charged with tak-
ing bribes to help a trash haul-
ing company set up a waste
transfer station in the ward.
He pleaded guilty and was
sentenced to a year in prison.

The struggling 20th Ward
needs and deserves firm, vocal
and ethical leadership. Ad-
dressing crime, dealing with
presidential center devel-
opment and Chicago Public
Schools closings, and finding
new life for vacant properties
will consume the agenda of
the next alderman.

The municipal election is
Feb. 26. Residents have plenty
of choices. The race is sure to
get messy with so many candi-
dates. But it’s time for a new
chapter here. The election
offers that chance. Grasp it,
voters.

Election 2019: A ward’s
chance to start fresh

Ald. Willie Cochran, who represents the 20th Ward, rejected a plea deal in his corruption case.

JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

The latest U.S. casualties in
America’s interminable war in
Afghanistan are three Special
Forces soldiers who had been
tasked with helping Afghan
troops wrest from the Taliban the
southeastern city of Ghazni. On
Tuesday their convoy set off a
roadside bomb. Three days earli-
er, another American soldier, a
25-year-old Army Ranger from
Washington state, was killed in a
firefight with al-Qaida militants.

That makes 12 U.S. soldiers
killed in Afghanistan this year.
Since the war began in 2001, 2,417
U.S. troops have died there. Nine-
ty of them were from Illinois. 

So why is America still in Af-
ghanistan? Because the terror
groups operating there would

have the unfettered ability to
again thrive if the U.S. were to
withdraw the last of its troops.
That answer won’t mollify critics
of U.S. policy in Afghanistan dur-
ing three presidencies. But re-
member, each of those presidents
came to understand the terrible
risks a U.S. pullout would create.

We say this acknowledging
that there is no end in sight to the
longest-running war in U.S. his-
tory. Taliban insurgents continue
to expand their reach, particu-
larly in the south. Their am-
bushes and suicide bomb attacks
have decimated the ranks of the
Afghan military and police.

The Islamic State has staked
out a presence in the country.

And al-Qaida, which had all

but disappeared from the battle-
field, is back on the scene — as
evidenced by the firefight that
killed the Ranger this month.

It all points to a bleak outlook.
But that outlook would quickly
grow bleaker if the U.S. withdrew
from the country its remaining
contingent of about 14,000 troops.

The Afghan government, led
by President Ashraf Ghani, is too
inept, corrupt and fractured to
have any realistic chance of de-
feating the Taliban on its own.
The war’s casualty count for
Afghan forces totals 28,529 killed
since 2015 as of Wednesday.
That’s about 25 Afghan troops
killed every day.

The mission for American

soldiers now in Afghanistan is to
advise, train and equip Afghan
front-line forces battling the
Taliban, Islamic State and al-
Qaida, and to carry out counter-
terrorism missions against those
groups. It’s hard to imagine the
Afghan government and military
enduring without America’s
helping hand.

And if Kabul fell?
The prospect of Afghanistan

becoming a rogue state would be
all too real. What’s now a largely
dysfunctional state again would
function as an ideal training
ground for terrorists bent on
launching attacks on the U.S.,
Europe and beyond. The world
saw in the Middle East what
happened when then-President

Barack Obama withdrew troops
from Iraq, and hemmed and
hawed in Syria. The Islamic State
emerged, taking over much of
northern Iraq and northern Syria
and using its newfound territory
for instigating terror on the West.

It’s tempting, after 17 years of
chaos and carnage in Af-
ghanistan, to pull up stakes and
withdraw completely. The war
costs American taxpayers $45
billion annually, and the toll in-
flicted on American soldiers
becomes harder to justify with
each passing year. But an even
higher price lies in allowing ter-
ror groups to transform Af-
ghanistan, once again, into a
long-range danger to America.

The risk to the U.S. in abandoning Afghanistan
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The old peacenik slogan was, “What if they gave a war and

nobody came?” Today, the question is, “What if they gave a war

and nobody noticed?” The American mission in Afghanistan has

borrowed a page from Harry Potter, draping itself in a cloak of

invisibility.

Our war has lasted 17 years and cost upward of $1 trillion, in-

cluding $45 billion this year. It has killed more than 2,300 Ameri-

cans and wounded more than 20,000. Yet we recently completed an election campaign

in which the conflict was rarely mentioned, much less debated. From a political point

of view, this war is about as important as storms on Saturn.

But the spilling of American blood doesn’t stop. On Tuesday, three U.S. service mem-

bers were killed by a roadside bomb. Last week, an Army Ranger was fatally shot in a

firefight. And for what?

When we invaded in 2001 to
strike back at the Taliban, which
had given safe haven to al-Qaida as
it plotted the 9/11 attacks, victory
seemed attainable. But the mission
to eliminate a specific threat to the
U.S. homeland soon gave way to a
more ambitious project to make
Afghanistan a stable, peaceful and
democratic nation. Before long, we
were stuck in the Forever War.

George W. Bush and Barack
Obama each failed to find the for-
mula for success, and each decided to
leave a steaming pile of hard choices
to his successor. They stayed in Af-
ghanistan not because they knew
how to win the war but because they

didn’t. They elected to keep feeding
American troops into the meat grind-
er rather than admit failure.

The result has been an endless
loop of futility. The latest report of
the U.S. Special Inspector General
for Afghanistan Reconstruction
concluded that the Afghan govern-
ment has control of no more than 55
percent of the country’s districts —
down 21 percent from the peak.
Twelve percent of the jurisdictions
are in the grip of the Taliban, and 32
percent are up for grabs. 

The Afghan security forces now
bear the brunt of the fighting, with
an average of 25 deaths per day.
Thanks to steady attrition, their

ranks are now the smallest they’ve
been since 2012. Civilian casualties,
however, are up nearly 40 percent
this year compared with 2017. 

We have tried ramping up to
overwhelm the insurgents. Obama
started in office intending to bring
the war to an end, telling his aides,
“I don’t want to be going to Walter
Reed for another eight years.” He
increased our troop strength from
about 30,000 to more than 100,000,
with the goal of turning the tide of
the war enough for us to go home.

It made a modest difference. The
Kabul government gained some
ground, and the Taliban lost some.
But a U.S. commitment on that scale
was not sustainable. And the long-
sought improvements in Afghan
governance and military prowess
failed to materialize. As soon as
Obama drew down forces, things
went south once again.

Rather than pull out entirely, he
agreed to keep some 8,400 troops in
Afghanistan. Donald Trump, reluc-
tant to look weak, nearly doubled
that number. “The American people
are weary of war without victory,”
he declared. 

Wrong. The war causes no visible
fatigue in the public because it re-
quires no discernible contribution
from the public. In any event, vic-
tory has eluded him too.

For a long time, our options have

fallen into two categories: bad and
worse. The bad is withdrawing and
letting the Afghans settle the war
themselves, which could easily lead
to a collapse of the government and
a Taliban return to power. The
worse is staying indefinitely, sacri-
ficing American lives to preserve a
stalemate.

But the enemy is sure to outlast
us. The outlook recalls the com-
ments of the prime minister of
North Vietnam to a New York
Times reporter early in the Vietnam
War. “And how long do you Ameri-
cans want to fight, Mr. Salisbury?”
he asked. “One year? Two years?
Three years? Five years? Ten years?
Twenty years? We shall be glad to
accommodate you.” 

The Taliban have shown compa-
rable endurance. Their saying is,
“The Americans have all the
watches, and we have all the time.”

Three American service mem-
bers gave their lives Tuesday in
support of an effort whose only
remaining purpose is postponing
the inevitable. They won’t be the
last to die for this mistake.

Steve Chapman, a member of the
Tribune Editorial Board, blogs at
www.chicagotribune.com/chapman.

schapman@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @SteveChapman13

A case containing

the remains of Sgt.

Leandro Jasso, killed

this week in Af-

ghanistan, arrives at

Dover Air Force Base

in Delaware. 

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP 

Steve
Chapman

They stayed in Afghanistan not because they knew how to win the war but because they didn’t. 
They elected to keep feeding American troops into the meat grinder rather than admit failure. 

Why are we still in Afghanistan?
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Trump and GM
General Motors has announced that a

number of assembly plants are being
closed in the U.S. in order to facilitate
restructuring and cost savings. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has berated GM for
actions that will put big numbers in the
unemployment lines.

I really don’t think the president
should dictate how GM runs its busi-
ness. If GM makes a product the public
doesn’t buy, so be it.

What I find interesting is that we
hear nothing from the influential
United Auto Workers union and its
primary benefactors, the Democratic
Party.

Where is the voice of Nancy Pelosi or
Chuck Schumer or our own beloved
Dick Durbin? The Democratic Party has
been and probably always will be sup-
porting the rights of union workers.
Where are the teachers union, the elec-
tricians or the longshoremen? Should
they not side with the assembly linemen
and women who are being shown the
door?

GM says it will still manufacture cars
in China. Really! Kind of resembles the
proverbial knife in the back. Come on
Durbin, Pelosi, Schumer and all you
Dems who have benefited from union
support. Speak up. No, you will all just
sit back and blame Trump because no
one is buying a new Impala.

— Don Lass, Oswego

Globe is warming
The National Climate Assessment

should serve as a wake-up call for all of
us to take positive action on what will
be the defining issue of our generation.
Let’s put aside attempts by fossil fuel
interests to “reframe the discussion.”
Let’s examine this issue honestly and
without flinching. The Trump adminis-
tration report was vetted by 13 govern-
ment agencies and makes it clear that
failure to act meaningfully will cost our
economy dearly and lead to painful
struggles and suffering, even here in the
Midwest.

Let’s look for solutions that reduce
climate impacts while rebuilding our
economy in a just and fair way by incen-
tivizing 21st century solutions. Many
economists are calling for a price on
carbon using mechanisms like fee and
dividend. Why not pursue this in a way
that works best for society, by putting
money in our pockets?

— Jeff Gahris, Wheaton

Suburbanites can help
“Climate report a warning to Mid-

west” (Nov. 25) details the challenges
the Midwest will face as temperatures
rise. They include declines in agricultur-
al productivity, more frequent and se-
vere storms and diminished air quality,
which will adversely impact those with
respiratory ailments.

The suburbs have a role to play in
slowing climate change. People in the
suburbs must give up their perfect
green lawns. These lawns are not sus-
tainable and the weed killers needed to
maintain them have been targeted as
culprits in both human health and over-
all insect declines.

Suburbanites must embrace diversi-
fied lawns that contain different types of
plants but require less water, less mow-
ing, and have less impact our environ-
ment. Plant trees or native perennials in
every empty spot you see. Encourage
your local schools and municipalities to
do the same. These places have vast
campuses that are covered in grass. As
long as they are not being used as ball
fields, plant trees to provide shade and
food for animals and help clean the air.

Municipalities must lead the way and
provide resources to the people in their
communities to help them become
resilient to the changing climate.

— Cathy O’Shea, Prospect Heights

Follow the money
Your editorial “Climate Change is a

Midwest crisis in the making” (Nov. 27)
moves the discussion forward. Solving
this crisis is about protecting our econo-
my.

“Members of Congress can take the
lead to re-establish priorities including
reducing carbon emissions from coal
plants and vehicles,” the editorial says.

Wall Street is gathering the political
will to shift its goals toward long-term
instead of short-term gains. Main Street
and rural voters are coming to under-
stand that everybody’s health and sur-
vival are at stake.

Three main policy choices match the
scale of this giant problem: pricing car-
bon; cap and trade; or regulation. A best
first step is a revenue-neutral carbon fee
and rebate/dividend put forth by Citi-
zens Climate Lobby — because it stands
a chance in our current Congress. There
are many other sensible policy tactics
that would protect people’s pocket-
books. Want to follow the money? Then
we’ve got to deal with climate.

— Karen Fort, Chicago

For online exclusive letters go to
www.chicagotribune.com/letters.
Send letters by email to
ctc-TribLetter@chicagotribune.com or
to Voice of the People, Chicago Tribune,
160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor,
Chicago, IL 60601. Include your name,
address and phone number.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

President Donald Trump can’t say he
wasn’t warned about General Motors.

In June, GM said that the various tariffs
Trump had either already imposed or was
considering could “lead to less investment,
fewer jobs, and lower wages for our em-
ployees.” These tariffs, the company said,
risked “undermining GM’s competi-
tiveness against foreign auto producers.”

Now GM has announced that it will lay
off 14,000 workers and close up to five
plants in North America. While the tariffs
are not the only or even the principal cause
of these declines, the company’s condition
ought to make Trump think twice about
the wisdom of the trade policies he has
been pursuing.

Instead, he has been railing against GM.
He said that it is “playing around with the
wrong person” — namely him — and that
the company “better damn well” open a
new Ohio plant. And what if it doesn’t?
Trump threatened GM with the loss of
subsidies for its electric cars.

The episode illustrates some chronic
features of this presidency that have on
balance undermined its effectiveness and
could undermine the country’s economy,
too.

First, Trump tends to make policy spas-
modically. GM made a decision that an-
gered him, and he lashed out in public. He
has many fans who will appreciate his
directness, and appreciate that he is angry
about the same things he is. But the presi-
dent keeps adding to his reputation for
making idle threats, and even self-cancel-
ing ones.

This is an example. Congress is not
going to cancel the tax credits for electric
vehicles, or take any other action against
GM, to satisfy Trump’s demand for venge-
ance against the company. It’s not going to

do it in the lame-duck session, when Re-
publicans are still in charge of both cham-
bers, and it is certainly not going to do it
when Democrats take the House in a few
weeks.

Perhaps there are steps the adminis-
tration could take on its own against GM.
But nearly any change in regulation or
grant-making designed to put the company
at a disadvantage could be challenged in
court on the ground that nakedly targeting
a company for retribution is a violation of
constitutional due process and other legal
protections. Trump, by announcing his
goals in public, has made any such action
harder to defend.

Second, Trump (in common with other
modern presidential candidates) overesti-
mates the powers of the presidency. During
the 2016 campaign, he said that Ohio’s
factory jobs were “all coming back” if he
won. In a Michigan town with another GM
plant that’s closing, he said: “You won’t lose
one plant, I promise you that.”

Now he speaks as though he believes
that companies will change their strategies
on a presidential say-so. They won’t, and he
may not even be able to make them sorry

for ignoring his bluster.
Third, the distinction Trump’s support-

ers sometimes draw between his words
and his actions does not really hold up. The
tweets may sometimes be boorish, they say,
but the policies are sound. Trump’s words
can have an effect, however, even when he
is announcing policies that will never come
to be. His shots at GM did at least momen-
tary damage to the company’s stock price.

And, fourth, they may do some more
lasting if subtler damage. Other presidents
have doubtless been upset by corporate
decisions but have responded in a more
considered way rather than broadcasting
their passing thoughts. There is a norm
against presidents’ bashing individual
American companies, and that norm, like
other norms the president does not appre-
ciate, exists for good reasons.

It undergirds the rule of law and the
free-enterprise system, related goods that
have contributed powerfully to Americans’
livelihoods. In no country can businessmen
make decisions with no regard at all for
what political leaders think. In this country
they have been able to make decisions with
relatively little regard.

That arrangement has generally worked
out well for us. It would be a mistake to
discard it, especially to discard it thought-
lessly.

We may sympathize with the president’s
feelings about GM right now. But we
should be happy about how little presi-
dents’ feelings have mattered in our coun-
try’s economic life — and hope that it stays
that way.

Bloomberg

Ramesh Ponnuru is a Bloomberg columnist.
He is a senior editor at National Review,
visiting fellow at the American Enterprise
Institute and contributor to CBS News.

Keeping the economy safe from Trump’s eruptions 
By Ramesh Ponnuru

Julaynne Trusel works on a Chevrolet Volt

at the GM plant in Hamtramck, Mich. 

PAUL SANCYA/AP 2011

Yes, I knew it was risky. In a society
designed for neuro-typical consumers,
more than a decade ago I dared to take my
autistic 5-year-old, Zack, to a Broadway
showing of “The Lion King.”

Anticipating Zack’s excitement, I’d
bought tickets for the very back row, in the
disability section. Seconds in, Zack’s thrill
at the orchestral tuning erupted in yelps
and vigorous bouncing in his seat. A nearby
woman in a wheelchair was the first to cast
a dark glare. Seconds later, management
was summoned to insist that we leave.
Forfeiting $200 on tickets was the least of
my anguish as I seized Zack and began
moving him frantically toward an exit.
Dirty looks ushered us out, the collective
disapproval that such a parent would dare
take this type of child to the theater.

As I took Zack, kicking and screaming,
toward the exit, I was startled to see several
cast members in extravagant costumes
waiting in the lobby to stage a dramatic
entrance. One cast member spotted us,
quickly surmised the crisis and with a
glimmer of sorrow cued other cast mem-
bers into a gentle serenade as I wept.

Years later, the serenade reached our
“outcast” population — families with
autism — as Broadway had its first-ever
sensory-friendly showing of “The Lion
King.”

The irony that the patron who got Zack
evicted from the show had a disability
herself highlights a painful truth. Physical
disabilities are often quiet and can assimi-
late in crowds; autism is disruptive and
unwelcome. Making room for autism re-
quires not just structural but tempera-
mental adjustments that few are willing to
make if it infringes on their own enjoy-
ment. Which, frankly, is entirely fair. Folks

who spend good money on entertainment
should not have their experiences dis-
rupted.

So what’s the answer? It’s regular sen-
sory-friendly opportunities, for three rea-
sons.

First, sensory-friendly is a civil right.
Nothing in disability law requires that
disabled people come quietly or conven-
tionally. As long as accommodating some-
one such as Zack doesn’t require a venue or
service to be fundamentally altered, access
is required under the Americans with
Disabilities Act, with or without reasonable
accommodation.

I understand that Zack’s vocalizing and
others’ behaviors affect the experience and
service of those around him. But there’s a
simple workaround to this problem: desig-
nated, sensory-friendly offerings. Setting
aside a regular number of theater perform-
ances or flights or movie showings or
restaurant hours to give my son and others
like him equal access and opportunity
should be regarded as a reasonable accom-
modation under the ADA.

I place the responsibility with vendors
who can afford to provide sensory-friendly
opportunities but still do not. Why not
provide theater showings with gentler light
and sound levels, or that allow attendees to
make noise and roam around? One in 59
children in the United States has autism,
but the available opportunities are no-
where commensurate with those numbers.
As a result, parents often feel unwelcome
in common spaces that other people freely
inhabit, even though our children have
done nothing wrong.

Second, sensory-friendly is a path to
inclusion. Separate adapted events are the
means by which even severely autistic
people may eventually mainstream. With
repeated exposure to a venue or service on

their own disabled terms, people such as
Zack may acclimate enough to join in with
the general public. Sensory-friendly policy
thus preserves a crucial choice: Those who
can integrate with the public will. But
those who cannot still have the same op-
portunities everyone else enjoys, without it
becoming a way to segregate out children
with disabilities from the mainstream.

Finally, sensory-friendly is good for
business. About 10 years ago I responded to
the recreational void in my town by organ-
izing private events for families with
autism, and an intriguing pattern emerged.
After vendors witness a unique brand of
consumers palpably overjoyed to access
their facility, it dawns on them that exclud-
ing an entire population of customers is
both financially unwise and morally unjust.
Several of these businesses, such as Regal
Cinemas in Rockville, Md., now proudly
host their own sensory-friendly events and
enjoy a large turnout.

Today at 17, Zack is still a live wire. The
difference is that I’m no longer willing to
abandon venues at the sound of the first
yelp. No, I don’t wish to ram my son’s
autism down others’ throats, but if the only
recreational option for my son is to join
with the general public, I’ll take my disrup-
tive chances. And it does indeed get tense
for all of us — but as the occasional yelp
escapes him, patrons irritated by Zack
would be well-advised to join me in insist-
ing that vendors create regular opportuni-
ties for this deserving demographic.

The Washington Post

Whitney Ellenby is the author of “Autism
Uncensored: Pulling Back the Curtain,”
founder of the charitable venture Autism
Ambassadors and a former Justice Depart-
ment disability rights attorney.

A family keeps busy while waiting for a special matinee of “The Lion King” for autistic kids at the Minskoff Theatre on Broadway. 

JEFF BACHNER/FOR THE NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 2012

Autistic children deserve separate,
sensory-friendly opportunities

By Whitney Ellenby

PERSPECTIVE
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Every time Melania
Trump makes another odd
gaffe, I can’t help but see it
as a useful thing for gender
equality. It forces a conver-
sation about how to mea-
sure the first lady’s per-
formance, or whether we
even should. It highlights
the archaic expectations
baked into her role.

This week, her office
unveiled the White House
Christmas decor, which
included a roomful of
blood-red trees that looked
like leftover props from
“The Babadook” — and let
me tell you, the first lady
has definitely given us a
useful conversation.

The trees were roundly
mocked as horrifying. Obvi-
ously, she didn’t build them
herself. (She didn’t even
show up for the unveiling,
which prompted more
consternation.) But she did
sign off on them, presum-
ably. They’re technically
under her purview.

So, why does that matter
anyway? Should we expect
Melania to be a profes-
sional host? In presidential
elections, should nominees’
spouses be forced to com-
pete as well, via portfolios
of their home decor and
cocktail reception hors
d’oeuvres?

Family Circle has long
held a first spouse cookie
contest. In 2016, Bill and
Hillary Clinton submitted
the Clinton Family’s choco-
late chip cookies, which
dominated the reader poll.
Meanwhile, Melania’s star
cookie recipe came with
“hardly any directions,” the
magazine’s food director
said. The result was a bland
wafer — the cookie version

of a shrug.
Maybe the cookies were

mild because the former
model avoids rich foods.
Maybe the recipe was non-
specific because the first
lady mixes the ingredients
by instinct. The more obvi-
ous explanation, though, is
the one exemplified by the
terrifying arboreous forma-
tion currently looming in
the White House’s East
Colonnade: Melania is just
plain bad at this.

She is bad at the domes-
tic, cheery, front-facing
work of being a first lady —
the facet of the job we
associate with homemak-
ing and that we’ve expected
presidents’ wives to cheer-
fully do, free, for 250 years.

We’ve expected them to
slide effortlessly into the
role even when they’re
coming off their own
decadeslong careers as
lawyers or librarians or
hospital administrators.
Even when we have no idea
if they care about the job.

With every public act,
Melania is telling us she’d
prefer not to have the gig.
Her signature campaign,
“Be Best,” was haphazard
and amorphous to begin
with — something to do
with bullying? Not bully-
ing? Online bullying? — and
nearly nonexistent before
long. She’s been slow to
hire staff. She has regularly
made jarring fashion
choices — a colonial-style

pith helmet in Africa, the
infamous “I really don’t
care, do u?” jacket — while
trying to fulfill the most
basic first lady obligations
of smiling and listening.

And, yes, a few days ago,
she apparently inspected a
gantlet of murderous trees
and some janky-looking
wreaths made of Be Best
pencils, and her reaction
was, Looks good!

And then she skipped
her own party.

Instead of sending out
contorted messages trying
to prove Melania is great at
the job — her spokeswom-
an explained the first lady’s
absence by saying she
wanted “to let the decora-
tions speak for themselves”

— the White House should
go with what appears to be
the truth: This isn’t her
thing. She doesn’t care.
Being first lady, at least the
traditional idea of one, is
not where Melania’s inter-
ests lie. She’s not bingeing
on a Chip and Joanna
Gaines marathon in search
of cute ideas for state din-
ner place card holders.
She’s not going to dance
with Ellen DeGeneres.

If everyone could just
admit that Melania is bad at
this, then we could accom-
plish two things. One, it
would help us recognize
that the role is work. It
doesn’t come as naturally to
everyone as it apparently
came to Nancy Reagan,

who started the Christmas
preview tradition. The
tasks of hosting dignitaries,
traveling on behalf of an
administration, glad-hand-
ing and public speaking all
require skill, enthusiasm
and lots of time.

And, two, we’d recognize
that these activities prob-
ably deserve compensation.

If you want someone to
care deeply about White
House decorations, if you
want someone to show up
and speak elegantly and
engagingly about how this
year’s holiday themes rep-
resent America, and if you
want that person to have
excellent taste — if you
want all that, then perhaps
we should stop expecting
the person filling that role
to always be the person
who is married to the presi-
dent.

Hire it out. Make it a
“Host of the United States,”
and make it gender-neutral.
The job should go to the
person who wants nothing
more than to talk color
palettes and gingerbread
decor. The job should si-
multaneously highlight that
“feminine” pursuits are
important, and should
make it clear that men can
have those interests, too.

It’s outdated and non-
sensical that this role still
falls automatically to the
president’s spouse.

So hire it out, and then
let Melania blithely ignore
the performative aspects of
first ladyship. She wouldn’t
have to Be Best. She
wouldn’t even have to be
doing these tasks at all.

The Washington Post

Monica Hesse is a Post
columnist.

Look, maybe this just isn’t 
Melania Trump’s thing, but that’s fine 

By Monica Hesse

A gantlet of blood-red trees was among the White House holiday decorations unveiled this week.

CAROLYN KASTER/AP
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Cyrus Capital Partners and a
hedge fund run by Sears Hold-
ings Corp. Chairman Edward
Lampert are preparing a poten-
tial joint takeover bid that would
keep the bankrupt chain alive,
according to people with knowl-
edge of the matter.

The prospective suitors may
offer to swap debt that they hold
for ownership of the stores in a
so-called credit bid, said the
people, who asked not to be
identified because the process
isn't public.

Representatives for Lampert's
ESL Investments hedge fund
and Cyrus declined to comment.
A representative for Sears, based
in Hoffman Estates, also de-
clined to comment. A takeover
would require approval from the

bankruptcy court, and compet-
ing bids from other suitors are
still possible, including one that
would liquidate the company.

Lampert has said he was
considering making an offer to
keep Sears open for business.
But the retailer has struggled to
obtain financing just to stay open
during its bankruptcy proceed-
ings, and said this week it will
need an additional $239 million
by February.

Just days earlier, Cyrus and
Sears found themselves at odds
over the company's plan to raise
cash by selling notes to debt
traders — a move that would
devalue a side bet Cyrus had
made on the bankrupt retailer's
survival. Cyrus ultimately
wound up buying those notes
itself, and in a last-minute court-
house hallway deal on Tuesday,
it stepped in to provide key
bankruptcy financing the re-
tailer needs to keep operating.

Lampert, Cyrus
teaming up on bid
for Sears takeover
By Lauren
Coleman-Lochner and
Eliza Ronalds-Hannon
Bloomberg News

Illinois consumers will
only be able to use controver-
sial, short-term health insur-
ance plans for about six
months at a time now that the
state legislature has voted to
override Gov. Bruce Rauner’s
veto of a bill that sets that
limit.

Dozens of Illinois con-
sumer advocacy groups had
supported the original bill,
which took aim at a recent
Trump administration
change to the rules surround-
ing short-term plans. Such
plans are generally cheaper
than traditional health insur-
ance but cover fewer services.

The plans were meant to
serve as a stopgap for con-
sumers between health insur-
ance plans. But new federal
rules allow them to be used
for a year and be renewed for
as long as three years. The
Trump administration has
said the rule change was
meant to help more people
get affordable coverage.

Consumer advocates, how-
ever, sought to limit the use of
those plans in Illinois to just
six months at a time through
the bill.

The bill passed the legisla-
ture, but Rauner used his
amendatory veto power to
rewrite parts of the bill in
August. The state Senate
voted unanimously earlier
this month to override that
veto, and the House voted for
the override 89-20 Tuesday.

“We are disappointed in
the override because the bill
limits consumer choice for
people who are experiencing
a gap in their coverage and
are in need of short-term
options,” said Rauner spokes-
woman Elizabeth Tomev in
an email.

Many consumer advo-
cates, however, have called
short-term plans “junk” in-

State legislators supported 

a six-month limit on short-

term insurance plans. 

BRIAN CASSELLA/TRIBUNE 

Ill. bucks
Trump’s
‘junk’
insurance 
Overriding veto,
lawmakers limit
plans to 6 months
By Lisa Schencker
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Insurance, Page 2

The future of the James R.
Thompson Center, which
many historic preservationists
love and many sidewalk super-
intendents hate, is again in flux.

Gov. Bruce Rauner had
sought to sell the Helmut Jahn-

designed, postmodern glitter
palace to a private developer.
The governor anticipated that
a buyer would demolish the
poorly maintained Loop build-
ing and erect a massive sky-
scraper in its place.

But state officials no longer
assume, as they once did, that
Illinois will reap $300 million
from a sale of the Thompson
Center in the 2019 fiscal year,
which ends June 30, 2019. 

That bit of news, which was
buried in the state’s Nov. 15
economic and fiscal policy

report, brought a sense of re-
lief, if only a temporary one, to
preservationists who want to
save the 33-year-old center.

“We’re trying to reach out to
the Pritzker camp to meet on
any number of issues. … This
building is definitely on our
list,” Lisa DiChiera, director of
advocacy for Landmarks Illi-
nois, the Chicago-based state-
wide historic preservation
group, said Wednesday, refer-
ring to Gov.-elect J.B. Pritzker.

A plan for changing the James R. Thompson Center would include a hotel and residential skyscraper. 

LANDMARKS ILLINOIS RENDERING 

Thompson Center
gets a reprieve

State officials no longer assume a sale would net $300M 

Blair Kamin
Cityscapes

Turn to Kamin, Page 2

Workers at the Chicago Marri-
ott at Medical District/UIC are
holding a one-day strike to protest
what they say is the hotel’s
unwillingness to bargain for their
first union labor contract.

Several dozen housekeepers
and food service workers formed
a picket line early Wednesday
morning in front of the 113-room
hotel at 625 S. Ashland Ave. in the
University Village neighborhood,
walking to the familiar sounds of
drumbeats and bullhorns after a
rash of Chicago hotel worker
strikes this fall.

The employees voted to union-
ize and join UNITE HERE Local 1
in May. Davidson Hotels & Resorts,
which manages the hotel, con-
tested the validity of the election
but was overruled by the National

Labor Relations Board, which cer-
tified the results on Aug. 28.

“We’re demanding that the
Marriott stop crying about the
election and start negotiating, be-
cause the company has refused to
bargain,” Ana Sanchez, a striking
housekeeper at the hotel, said in a
news release. “The majority of us
are in favor of the union and want
to bargain together for just wages
and better working conditions.”

Sanchez is one of about three
dozen striking workers at the
recently renovated hotel, which is
located on the University of Illi-
nois at Chicago campus near
Rush University Medical Center.

The hotel is owned by Xenia
Hotels & Resorts, a real estate
investment trust that invests pri-
marily in premium hotels. Hotel
management was not immedi-
ately available Wednesday morn-
ing for comment.

The one-day strike comes after
26 Chicago hotels saw loud,
protracted walkouts beginning in
September. Workers also repre-
sented by UNITE HERE Local 1

banged drums and picketed for
weeks over employment condi-
tions, most notably health care
coverage.

UNITE HERE Local 1, which
represents over 15,000 hotel and
food service workers in the Chi-
cago area, called the earlier strike
after contracts covering some
6,000 workers expired, to de-
mand year-round health insur-
ance for employees who get
temporarily laid off. 

The only hotel where workers

remain on strike since September
is the Cambria Chicago Magnifi-
cent Mile, at 166 E. Superior St. in
the Gold Coast. In addition to
pushing for year-round health care
coverage, workers there are pro-
testing a proposal to increase the
number of rooms that housekeep-
ers must clean in a day, Lyons said.

“None of the hotels that settled
have an increase in workload,” she
said.

rchannick@chicagotribune.com

Santos Hernandez joins other picketers Wednesday as they march in

front of the Marriott at Medical District/UIC. 

ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Marriott workers 
go on one-day strike
Medical district hotel
management contested
union vote validity
By Robert Channick
Chicago Tribune

McDonald’s is slowing the
pace of domestic restaurant
remodels that Chief Execu-
tive Officer Steve Easter-
brook has championed since
he took the helm in 2015.

The world’s biggest restau-
rant chain, which had origi-
nally planned to update most
of its free-standing U.S. loca-
tions by 2020, is now giving
its franchises until the end of
2022 to include additions like
self-order kiosks, new sys-
tems for more delivery orders
and extra drive-thru lanes at
some locations.

The extended timeline for
the “experience of the future”
remodeling comes as the bur-
ger chain faces appears to
face pushback from its fran-
chisees, who own and op-
erate more than 90 percent of
global locations. Those own-
ers gathered in October to
discuss cash flow and finan-
cial concerns, and they are
scheduled to meet again next
month. Although McDon-
ald’s has said it will contrib-
ute more than half of the
funds to upgrade the restau-
rant locations for remodels
completed by the end of 2020
and 40 percent for projects
that take another year or two,
the costs are still high for
restaurant owners.

“This is a response to some
of the franchisees’ concerns,”
Bloomberg Intelligence ana-

McDonald’s
remodels to
take longer
than planned 
By Leslie Patton
Bloomberg News

Turn to McDonald’s, Page 2



2 Chicago Tribune | Business | Section 2 | Thursday, November 29, 2018

*Rates are effective as of 8/20/2018. Limited time offer. $5000minimum deposit required to open account and earn Annual Percentage Yield (APY). Certificate of Deposit (CD) offering a 2.35% APY has a term of 13 months. CD offering a 2.60% APY has
a term of 17 months. Interest is compounded and paid quarterly. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Withdrawals will reduce earnings. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. Rates are set at the bank’s discretion and may change at any
time. We reserve the right to cancel or change the promotion at any time. Promotional CDs may renew into a different term. We send you a maturity notice prior to renewal. Please read it carefully. ©2018 Byline Bank. Member FDIC.

Choices are good.

Learn more at BylineBank.com/TribuneCD

2.35 2.60

RateCriteria:Rateseffectiveasof11/26/18 andmaychangewithoutnotice.RateSeeker,LLC.doesnotguaranteetheaccuracyoftheinformationappearingabove
or theavailabilityof rates in this table.Banks,Thriftsandcreditunionspay toadvertise in thisguide.N/Ameansratesarenotavailableornotofferedat the timerates
weresurveyed.All institutionsareFDICorNCUAinsured.Yieldsrepresentannualpercentageyield(APY)paidbyparticipatinginstitutions.Ratesmaychangeafter
the account is opened. Feesmay reduce the earnings on the account.Apenaltymay be imposed for early withdrawal. To appear in this table, call 773-320-8492.

When it comes to earning a return on your money, most options
trade risk for return. The greater the risk you’re willing to accept,
the more you can potentially earn.

Certificates of deposit are no exception, except in reverse: in
exchange for a modest, capped return, your risk is almost nil.

CDs are virtually risk-free in two ways. First, they carry an
explicit, unmovable interest rate. You know before depositing
funds what rate the bank or credit union has agreed to pay you,
and for what period of time you’re both committed.

The only exceptions are CDs with names like “raise your
rate”. These special certificates allow you to improve your rate
during the CD’s term, at your direction. But they don’t include
any reciprocal option for the financial institution to do the rate
changing.

But what if the bank with your CD goes under? Even here,

you’re almost always protected. The vast majority of banks are
FDIC-insured, as are most credit unions, with NCUA insurance.
These two federal programs provide an important safety net to
consumers, keeping them whole even in the case of a bank
failure.

Deposit insurance covers up to $250,000 held by one individual
at a single bank. So if you have more than that in deposit
accounts, you’ll want to spread it out across multiple institutions.

A bank failure does present the only real risk of a CD, since
you’ll likely be offered the choice of cashing out your CD, or
continuing at an almost certainly lower rate. Your risk, therefore,
is only the possible loss of earning the CD’s advertised rate for
the full term.

An infinitesimal number of banks fail these days, so for savers
wanting to invest some of their funds in stable, fixed-return
vehicles, there is hardly a safer option than CDs.

Are CDs guaranteed?

Int Chking Money 3 mo 6 mo 12 mo 18 mo 24 mo 36 mo 60 mo
Acct Mkt Acct CD CD CD CD CD CD CD

Institution Min Min Min Min Min Min Min Min Min Phone / Website

Chicago Tribune
Deposit & Loan Guide

Savings Update

ADVERTISEMENT

Synchrony

Bank

NA 1.20 NA NA 2.50 2.75 2.75 2.85 3.10

NA 0 NA NA 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 800-869-3813

Great Rates + Safety = Peace of Mind. Member FDIC.
www.synchronybank.com

surance. They’ve worried
that consumers who buy
the plans will be left in a
lurch when they need care
that often isn’t covered,
such as for pre-existing
conditions, mental health
and prescriptions.

Tuesday’s veto override
“will protect Illinois con-
sumers from the new fed-
eral rule that basically turns
back the clock on protec-
tions for consumers with
pre-existing conditions,”
said Stephani Becker, asso-
ciate director of health care
justice at the Chicago-based
Sargent Shriver National

Center on Poverty Law. 
Other states have made

similar moves against the
use of short-term plans.
New York, New Jersey and
California have outlawed
the use of short-term plans
entirely, and other states
have also recently passed
laws limiting their use to
less than a year.

The legislature’s override
of Rauner’s veto comes as
consumers select health in-
surance plans on the Oba-
macare exchange. Open
enrollment for exchange
plans runs through Dec. 15. 

lschencker@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @lschencker

Lawmakers push back
Insurance, from Page 1

lyst Mike Halen said. “The
franchisees recently met
because they’re not happy
with their profitability now.
To me, this looks like an
answer to that.”

McDonald’s independ-
ent group of franchisees,
the National Owners Asso-
ciation, didn’t reply to re-
quests for comment. A
spokeswoman for McDon-
ald’s declined to comment
on the extended timeline
but sent an emailed state-
ment on changes at the
company.

“Our growth strategy re-
mains rooted in making
positive food changes, of-
fering new restaurant ex-
periences and providing
our guests better value,”
spokeswoman Andrea
Abate wrote in the email,
noting that about half of
locations have been mod-
ernized already. “The ad-
justments we are making
will allow us to continue on
this path and provide great-

er local operator flexibility.”
In 2017, Easterbrook said

the company’s goal was to
remodel most of its 14,000
domestic locations to the
so-called Experience of the
Future look by 2020. But on
the latest earnings call, the
company said the upgrades
were taking longer than
expected, crimping sales
and customer traffic for
franchisees even after re-
opening.

“Restaurants have ex-
perienced a little longer
downtime than we ex-

pected, so we’re focused on
limiting that in order to
minimize the impact on
sales and guest counts,”
Chief Financial Officer
Kevin Ozan said on the call
last month. “The sales and
guest count recovery pe-
riod after we complete a
project has also been a little
inconsistent, so we’ve put
processes in place to ex-
ecute strong grand reopen-
ing plans.”

Fast-food chains across
the industry have been try-
ing to revamp restaurants
to attract more diners in a
fiercely competitive
marketplace, where steep
discounts have become the
norm. Minimum wage
hikes, along with a tight
labor market, also are hurt-
ing franchisees, Bloomberg
Intelligence’s Halen said.

“While these companies
are generating record earn-
ings, the franchisees are
really struggling,” he said.
“You have to keep the
franchisees happy or things
can turn ugly fast.”

Chain’s ‘future’ will have to wait 
McDonald’s, from Page 1

McDonald’s is giving fran-

chisees more time to make

updates like ordering kiosks. 
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Last year, the group
released a plan, “Thomp-
son Center Reimagined,”
which provided an alterna-
tive, designed by Jahn, to
tearing down the building
should the state sell it.

Under that plan, a hotel
and residential skyscraper
would be attached to cen-
ter’s southwest corner. The
center’s office floors, which
open to its towering atrium,
would be fully enclosed,
ensuring acoustic privacy.

In addition, some
ground-level walls would
be removed, making the
atrium an open-air urban
space like Jahn’s vibrant
Sony Center in Berlin.

The incoming governor’s
intentions for the building
are unknown.

After Pritzker defeated
Rauner on Nov. 6, the gov-
ernor-elect was asked if he,
too, would pursue a sale of
the Thompson Center.

His noncommittal re-
sponse: His budget team
would “have to look at that.”

Chicago Mayor Rahm
Emanuel’s decision not to
seek re-election adds an-
other element of uncer-
tainty to the center’s future.

Emanuel and Rauner
had struck a deal that

would have allowed Illinois
to sell the building, which is
a Chicago Transit Author-
ity transportation hub as
well as a state office build-
ing. But the deal collapsed.

So far, the candidates
vying to succeed Emanuel
have said little about the
center’s future.

Opened in 1985 as the
State of Illinois Building
and later renamed for its
patron, former Gov. James
R. “Big Jim” Thompson,
the center was initially
mired in controversy after
temperatures spiked inside
its sun-drenched offices.

The building’s skin of
salmon and robin’s-egg
blue, which was supposed
to evoke the red, white and
blue of the American flag,
also drew criticism. In
recent years, the financially
troubled state has done
little to maintain the center.

Yet the center remains
one of Chicago’s most im-
portant postmodern build-
ings and a major civic gath-
ering space. The temporary
reprieve from a state sale is
thus welcome, if only be-
cause it will enable preser-
vationists to marshal sup-
port for an alternative to
demolition.

bkamin@chicagotribune.com

Preservationists
work to save center
Kamin, from Page 1

WASHINGTON — The
world’s largest pork pro-
ducer is teaming up with a
Virginia-based energy
company to harness me-
thane gas from thousands
of noxious hog lagoons to
both heat homes and com-
bat climate change.

Food giant Smithfield
and Dominion Energy, a
large electric and gas util-
ity, have agreed to spend
$125 million each over 10
years to cover hog lagoons
in North Carolina, Virginia
and Utah, capture methane
gas and feed that into
Dominion’s pipeline net-
work, the companies said.

The joint venture, which
would be one of the largest
animal waste-to-energy ef-
forts of its kind, would be a
step forward in containing
U.S. agricultural emissions,
which account for 9 per-
cent of the nation’s green-
house gas emissions. The
states were chosen because
both companies have oper-
ations there.

“The environmental
footprint of agriculture has
to do with the crops fed to
livestock but also the waste
part of animal agriculture,”
Ken Sullivan, Smithfield

chief executive, said in an
interview. “This effort is
focused on the waste as-
pect in our endeavor to
divert an inevitable part of
the waste stream into
something usable, that has
economic benefit and, in
the process, reduces our
carbon footprint.” He said
farmers would benefit, too.

Methane also plays a key
role in climate change. The
gas is 25 times as potent a
greenhouse gas as carbon
dioxide, though it breaks
down in a much shorter
time frame of 10 to 20 years.

Smithfield has said it
aims to introduce manure-
to-energy projects covering
90 percent of the compa-
ny’s hog finishing spaces in
North Carolina and Utah.
Finishing spaces, where
hogs spend about 20 weeks
growing from 50 pounds to
market weight, are the big-
gest farms. But the initial
stage of the project will
involve four clusters of 20
to 25 farms each.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency says that
U.S. greenhouse gas emis-
sions from agriculture have
grown by approximately 17
percent since 1990. The
driver behind that increase
has been the 68 percent
rise in emissions from live-
stock manure. Emissions
from other agricultural
sources have either re-
mained flat or changed
little since 1990.

Smithfield’s hog-rearing
operations — including
both company and individ-
ual farmer owned — pro-
duce enough manure to
account for 35 to 40 per-
cent of the company’s car-
bon footprint.

Sullivan vowed in late
2016 to reduce Smithfield’s
greenhouse gas emissions
by 25 percent from 2010
levels by 2025. Though he
wouldn’t disclose where
the company stands now,
he said Smithfield would
spend hundreds of millions
more in the effort.

“It’s a heavy lift to get
there,” he said. “There’s a
fair amount left to do.”

The company tried to
capture methane about 13
years ago, efforts that were
“pretty spectacular fail-
ures,” Sullivan said. The
company lost about $25
million to $30 million, he
said. The company used
digesters to convert the gas
from manure to biodiesel.
But the effort failed be-
cause new feed for the
animals reduced the
amount of energy in the
manure and problems
plagued some of the equip-
ment.

This time, Smithfield
hopes a different plan and
assistance from Dominion
will help iron out issues.
The captured methane will
be taken by pipeline or
truck to Dominion facilities
that remove water, carbon

dioxide and other gases so
that the methane that re-
mains can be fed into pipe-
lines. That would crowd
out other gas sources that
are not renewable.

Smithfield will capture
the gas by covering the
lagoons with high-density
plastic and digesters,
equipment used to extract
the key elements. This will,
incidentally, keep some
rainwater off in the event of
a heavy downpour, like the
rain that fell during Hurri-
cane Florence, flooding the
lagoons and spilling waste.

The model for the
waste-to-energy project is
OptimaBio’s three-farm
project in North Carolina
that collects biogas streams
at a common refinery for
injection into a local natu-
ral gas pipeline.

Though natural gas
prices, fed by shale drilling,
have been low for years,
Smithfield hopes to take
advantage of better prices
available in markets driven
by regulations designed to
boost renewable energy.
Those include the renew-
able fuel standard and state
mandates requiring util-
ities to meet certain targets
for renewable energy use.

Dominion’s chief execu-
tive, Tom Farrell, said the
company wants to reduce
its carbon footprint, which,
according to him, is half as
big as it was 15 years ago in
its electric power business. 

Farm-to-table? No, stove 
Pork producer,
energy firm to
capture methane
By Steven Mufson
The Washington Post 

Smithfield Foods and Dominion Energy plan to install equipment over hog waste ponds to harvest methane gas. 

DANIEL ACKER/BLOOMBERG NEWS 2017
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Major market growth and decline
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Source: The Associated Press

WHEAT (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel Dec 18 497.25 501 494.75 497.50 -.50

Mar 19 506.50 513.25 505.25 511.50 +5

CORN (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel Dec 18 356.25 361.50 356 360.50 +4

Mar 19 368.50 373.75 368 373.25 +4.75

SOYBEANS (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel Jan 19 876.25 895 874 890.50 +15

Mar 19 889.25 908.25 888 904.25 +15

SOYBEAN OIL (CBOT) 60,000 lbs- cents per lb Dec 18 27.17 27.75 27.17 27.73 +.57

Jan 19 27.39 28.00 27.39 27.98 +.59

SOYBEAN MEAL (CBOT) 100 tons- dollars per ton Dec 18 305.50 309.80 304.50 307.90 +3.00

Jan 19 307.90 312.10 306.60 310.30 +3.20

LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NYMX) 1,000 bbl.- dollars per bbl. Jan 19 52.09 52.56 50.06 50.29 -1.27

Feb 19 52.30 52.70 50.27 50.49 -1.24

NATURAL GAS (NYMX) 10,000 mm btu’s, $ per mm btu Dec 18 4.199 4.806 4.190 4.740 +.478

Jan 19 4.219 4.728 4.209 4.699 +.407

NY HARBOR GAS BLEND (NYMX)42,000 gallons- dollars per gallon Dec 18 1.4399 1.4496 1.3925 1.3979 -.0229

Jan 19 1.4203 1.4313 1.3719 1.3784 -.0256

+1.00

30-day % change

DOW NASD S&P

u

-.20

d

+1.18

u

+5.96

1-year % change

DOW NASD S&P

u

+6.85

u

+4.48

u

Stocks listed may change due to daily fluctuations in market capitalization. Exchange key: N=NYSE, O=NASDAQ

COMMODITY AMOUNT-PRICE MO. OPEN HIGH LOW SETTLE CHG.

STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG. STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG. STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG.

Abbott Labs N 72.83 +3.12
AbbVie Inc N 88.94 +1.26
Allstate Corp N 89.16 +1.66
Aptargroup Inc N 104.03 +1.73
Arch Dan Mid N 46.00 -.07
Baxter Intl N 68.32 +2.36
Boeing Co N 333.50 +15.47
Brunswick Corp N 53.43 +1.30
CBOE Global Markets N 106.24 -1.69
CDK Global Inc O 50.24 +1.16
CDW Corp O 91.10 +2.33
CF Industries N 42.57 -.62
CME Group O 187.11 -7.04
CNA Financial N 47.62 +1.34
Caterpillar Inc N 130.77 +6.17
ConAgra Brands Inc N 32.43 +.16
Deere Co N 152.01 +4.20
Discover Fin Svcs N 72.05 +1.16
Dover Corp N 84.40 +1.03
Equity Commonwlth N 31.26 +.16

Equity Lifesty Prop N 97.70 +.28
Equity Residential N 70.22 +.37
Exelon Corp N 45.82 +.29
First Indl RT N 32.00 +.63
Fortune Brds Hm&SecN 44.21 +1.05
Gallagher AJ N 78.09 +1.16
Grainger WW N 311.71 +7.24
GrubHub Inc N 80.06 +3.26
Hill-Rom Hldgs N 96.61 +3.17
IDEX Corp N 134.61 +2.78
ITW N 138.03 +2.14
Ingredion Inc N 104.89 -.30
Jones Lang LaSalle N 144.08 +2.42
Kemper Corp N 74.90 +2.03
Kraft Heinz Co O 51.18 -.62
LKQ Corporation O 28.03 +.41
Littelfuse Inc O 185.17 +7.32
MB Financial O 45.07 +.46
McDonalds Corp N 187.85 +3.22
Middleby Corp O 119.06 +2.08

Mondelez Intl O 44.42 -.12
Morningstar Inc O 118.58 +3.34
Motorola Solutions N 132.07 +2.77
NiSource Inc N 25.76 -.22
Nthn Trust Cp O 99.08 +1.63
Old Republic N 22.12 +.67
Packaging Corp Am N 96.61 +1.18
RLI Corp N 76.41 +1.58
Stericycle Inc O 47.59 +1.22
Teleph Data N 35.94 +.52
TransUnion N 63.83 +2.18
Tribune Media Co A N 39.31 +.22
US Foods Holding N 32.63 +.26
USG Corp N 43.04 -.01
Ulta Salon Cosmetics O 295.14 -1.69
United Contl Hldgs O 94.48 +1.10
Ventas Inc N 62.06 +.06
Walgreen Boots Alli O 84.64 +1.12
Wintrust Financial O 77.63 +.57
Zebra Tech O 178.11 +9.53

LARGEST COMPANIES LARGEST MUTUAL FUNDS

NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE

NASDAQ STOCK MARKET

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

Gen Electric 7.74 +.30
Bank of America 28.43 +.69
Nabors Inds 3.54 -.11
Chesapk Engy 3.01 +.02
AT&T Inc 30.74 +.30
Ford Motor 9.41 +.13
Chicos FAS 4.79 -2.53
Oracle Corp 48.19 +.75
Freeport McMoRan 11.97 +.73
Ambev S.A. 4.31 +.09
Gerdau SA 3.94 +.13
Salesforce.com Inc 140.64 +13.10
Vale SA 13.52 +.63
Petrobras 14.39 +.05
Wells Fargo & Co 54.35 +1.16
Weatherford Intl Ltd .64 -.01
Alibaba Group Hldg 159.34 +2.88
Nokia Corp 5.48 +.01
EnCana Corp 6.89 +.02
CVS Health Corp 80.27 +.77
Twitter Inc 32.73 +.12
Verizon Comm 60.06 -.59
Pfizer Inc 44.90 +.83
AK Steel Hold 3.27 +.15

Adv Micro Dev 21.34 +.29
Microsoft Corp 111.12 +3.98
Apple Inc 180.94 +6.70
Micron Tech 38.71 +1.71
Alliqua Inc 2.66 +1.00
Facebook Inc 136.76 +1.76
Intel Corp 48.86 +.79
Cisco Syst 47.29 +1.17
Sirius XM Hldgs Inc 6.19 +.09
eBay Inc 29.76 +1.02
Helios and Matheson .02 ...
Nvidia Corporation 160.07 +6.34
New Age Beverages Cp4.43 +.81
Ferroglobe plc 2.26 +.46
Zynga Inc 3.61 +.10
AmTrust Finl Svcs 14.75 +.76
Comcast Corp A 39.06 +.70
Qualcomm Inc 56.65 +1.08
JD.com Inc 21.38 +.54
Real Goods Solar .68 -.04
Netflix Inc 282.65 +16.02
21st Century Fox A 49.48 +.38
Vodafone Group 21.69 +.45
Starbucks Cp 66.82 +.74

FOREIGN MARKETS

INDEX CLOSE CHG./%

Shanghai 2601.74 +27.1/+1.1
Stoxx600 357.39 -.0/...
Nikkei 22177.02 +224.6/+1.0
MSCI-EAFE 1800.69 +2.6/+.1
Bovespa 89250.81+1359.6/+1.6
FTSE 100 7004.52 -12.3/-.2
CAC-40 4983.24 +.1/...

Based on market capitalization Based on total assets

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

CHG 1-YR

FUND NAV IN $ %RTN

Alibaba Group Hldg 159.34 +2.88
Alphabet Inc C 1086.23+41.82

Alphabet Inc A 1091.79+39.51
Amazon.com Inc 1677.75+96.33

Apple Inc 180.94 +6.70
Bank of America 28.43 +.69

Berkshire Hath B 217.50 +4.97

Exxon Mobil Corp 78.45 +1.40
Facebook Inc 136.76 +1.76

JPMorgan Chase 110.94 +1.22
Johnson & Johnson 146.44 +3.22

Microsoft Corp 111.12 +3.98

Pfizer Inc 44.90 +.83
Royal Dutch Shell B 62.45 +1.13

Royal Dutch Shell A 60.72 +.97
Unitedhealth Group 280.95 +9.80

Visa Inc 141.38 +5.47

WalMart Strs 97.46 +2.42
Wells Fargo & Co 54.35 +1.16

American Funds AMCpA m 32.50 +.76 +7.1
American Funds AmrcnBalA m 27.20 +.34 +3.2
American Funds CptWldGrIncA m47.73 +.83 -4.1
American Funds CptlIncBldrA m 58.92 +.53 -2.7
American Funds FdmtlInvsA m 61.49 +1.26 +2.7
American Funds GrfAmrcA m 51.87 +1.26 +6.0
American Funds IncAmrcA m 22.62 +.19 +.8
American Funds InvCAmrcA m 39.53 +.74 +3.1
American Funds NwPrspctvA m 43.09 +.93 -.8
American Funds WAMtInvsA m 45.49 +.75 +7.3
DFA IntlCorEqIns 12.64 +.16 -9.4
Dodge & Cox Inc 13.25 +.01 -1.2
Dodge & Cox IntlStk 40.97 +.64 -10.3
Dodge & Cox Stk 207.44 +4.10 +8.1
DoubleLine TtlRetBdI 10.32 ... +.1
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm 96.18 +2.17 +6.5
Fidelity Contrafund 12.72 +.41 +5.3
Fidelity ContrafundK 12.72 +.41 +5.4
Fidelity GroCo 18.64 +.66 +4.4
Fidelity USBdIdxInsPrm 11.08 ... -1.9
Franklin Templeton IncA1 m 2.25 +.02 +.4
Metropolitan West TtlRetBdI 10.23 +.01 -1.5
PIMCO IncInstl 11.75 ... -.3
PIMCO TtlRetIns 9.88 +.02 -1.3
Schwab SP500Idx 43.00 +.97 +6.4
T. Rowe Price BCGr 106.21 +3.60 +9.7
T. Rowe Price GrStk 67.02 +2.10 +6.2
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl 254.16 +5.73 +6.4
Vanguard DivGrInv 28.14 +.50 +10.9
Vanguard EqIncAdmrl 78.07 +1.03 +4.5
Vanguard GrIdxAdmrl 75.37 +2.16 +5.8
Vanguard HCAdmrl 92.60 +1.72 +11.0
Vanguard InTrInGdAdm 9.27 ... -2.1
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl 13.74 ... +.7
Vanguard InsIdxIns 250.75 +5.65 +6.4
Vanguard InsIdxInsPlus 250.77 +5.65 +6.5
Vanguard InsTtlSMIInPls 60.78 +1.38 +5.8
Vanguard MdCpIdxAdmrl 190.44 +3.71 +2.2
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl 144.15 +3.53 +9.3
Vanguard STInvmGrdAdmrl 10.39 ... +.1
Vanguard SmCpIdxAdmrl 71.18 +1.62 +2.7
Vanguard TrgtRtr2020Inv 31.03 +.31 -.2
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Inv 18.26 +.21 -.2
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Inv 33.19 +.44 -.1
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Inv 20.40 +.30 -.1
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl 10.27 ... -1.9
Vanguard TtBMIdxIns 10.27 ... -1.9
Vanguard TtInBIdxAdmrl 21.86 -.01 +1.5
Vanguard TtInBIdxIns 32.80 -.02 +1.6
Vanguard TtInBIdxInv 10.93 -.01 +1.5
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl 27.07 +.38 -8.2
Vanguard TtInSIdxIns 108.27 +1.51 -8.2
Vanguard TtInSIdxInsPlus 108.29 +1.51 -8.2
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv 16.18 +.22 -8.3
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl 68.42 +1.55 +5.8
Vanguard TtlSMIdxIns 68.43 +1.55 +5.8
Vanguard TtlSMIdxInv 68.39 +1.55 +5.7
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl 71.98 +.71 +3.0
Vanguard WlslyIncAdmrl 63.30 +.22 +.3
Vanguard WndsrIIAdmrl 66.97 +1.20 +3.9

TREASURY YIELDS

SPOT METALS

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

INTEREST RATES

DURATION CLOSE PREV.

CLOSE PREV.

A U.S. Dollar buys . . .

3-month disc 2.34 2.34
6-month disc 2.45 2.46
2-year 2.79 2.81
10-year 3.04 3.05
30-year 3.34 3.32

Gold $1212.20 $1211.20
Silver $14.303 $14.062
Platinum $826.30 $835.30

Argentina (Peso) 38.4490
Australia (Dollar) 1.3672
Brazil (Real) 3.8537
Britain (Pound) .7792
Canada (Dollar) 1.3280
China (Yuan) 6.9541
Euro .8791
India (Rupee) 70.393
Israel (Shekel) 3.7339
Japan (Yen) 113.53
Mexico (Peso) 20.2491
Poland (Zloty) 3.77
So. Korea (Won) 1122.96
Taiwan (Dollar) 30.81
Thailand (Baht) 32.89

Prime Rate 5.25
Discount Rate Primary 2.75
Fed Funds Target 2.00-2.25
Money Mkt Overnight Avg. 0.57

High: 25,368.93 Low: 24,832.84 Previous: 24,748.73

d - Deferred sales charge, or redemption fee.
m - Multiple fees are charged, usually a marketing
fee and either a sales or redemption fee.
Source: Morningstar.

MARKET ROUNDUP
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“Gilkey Windows prove that

superior quality doesn’t have

to cost more. For 40 years, Gilkey

has outperformed the competition.

Choose vinyl or choose fiberglass.

Just be sure to choose Gilkey.”

- Lou Manfredini
House Smarts Radio

Gilkey Window Company was recognized
by Window & Door Magazine as one
of the top manufacturers of windows
in the country.

ve that
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se Gilkey.”

redini
ts Radio

40 years & 60,000 Jobs Installed!OVER

To find a Gilkey Home near you, visit:

VISIT GILKEY.com | CALL 312-874-5215
Visit our showrooms at: 467 W. Northwest Highway, Palatine, IL and 10160 Virginia Ave., Chicago Ridge, IL

www.Gilkey.com/customer_locator

MINIMUM OF 5WINDOWS. Cannot be combined with previous sales and quotes. Not valid with any other discounts or offers. 0% APR for 60 months available to well qualified buyers on approve
credit. Financing not valid on prior purchases. No finance charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 60 months. Discount applies to retail list price. Other restrictions may apply.

OR

FALL SALE! LIMITED TIME ONLY!

HURRY!
Offer Expires
12/8/18

0%Fiberglass/Vinyl Windows & Doors

Buy One Get One
NO INTEREST
FINANCING40%

OFF for up to 5 Years!
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Brought to you by Legacy.com
®

Every life story
deserves to be told.
Share your loved one's story at

placeanad.chicagotribune.com

Dr. Lenard C. Schwartz. Beloved fiancé of Helen Laka,
cherished father of Steven (Maureen)
Schwartz, Paul (Lucy) Hollander, Barbra
(Brad) Rosner, Sari (Dan) Salvesen, and
Tommy Laka, loving son of Evelyn and
the late Dr. Sol Schwartz, dear brother

of Trudy (Dr. Baroukh) and Leah (Rabbi Yerachmiel),
proud grandfather of 6. Proud Pike’s Peak Marathon
medalist. Graveside service Friday 1PM at Waldheim
Cemetery, Forest Park, IL, entrance on Des Plaines
Ave. Info Mitzvah Memorial Funerals, 630-MITZVAH
(630-648-9824), or www.MitzvahFunerals.com.

Schwartz, Dr. Lenard C.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Visitation for Mary Ann Oswald (nee Alois), 76,
of Calumet City, formerly
of Grand Crossing and
Rosemoor will from 2:00
PM – 9:00 PM on Sunday,
December 2, 2018 at
Thornridge Funeral Home
(Janusz Family Funeral
Service) , 15801 S. Cottage
Grove Ave., four blocks North
of 162nd St. (Rte. 6) Dolton/
South Holland . Prayers will

said at 9:15 am on Monday, December 3, 2018 at
the funeral home, proceeding to St. Andrew the
Apostle Church, 768 Lincoln Avenue, Calumet
City for Mass at 10:00 AM. Interment St. Mary’s
Cemetery, Evergreen Park. Mary Ann was born on
February 16, 1942 to John and Josephine Alois.
She graduated from St. Francis De Paula in June of
1956 and from Aquinas Dominican High School in
June of 1960. Mary Ann is survived by her husband
Robert, whom she married on October 17, 1964,
her children Ann (Tim) Leyden and Robert (Brook)
Oswald Jr, her pride and joy, her five grandchildren
Michael and Kimberly Oswald, Rebecca, Brian and
Allison Leyden, nephew John (Jolie) Alois and great
nephew Evan and great niece Tara. Mary Ann is also
survived by many cousins and friends. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents John and Josephine
Alois, grandparents Mary and Louis Pecora and
Mary and Ralph Alois, brother Ralph (Tara) Alois and
her in-laws Lawrence and Cecelia Oswald. Mary Ann
worked at Supreme Products, where she met her
husband, and Illinois Institute of Technology before
her children were born. After her children were in
junior high Mary Ann had a job with School District
#155 as a Librarian. She worked at Woodrow Wilson
Elementary School and Wentworth Intermediate
School from 1979 until she retired in 2007. While
she worked at District #155 she was in charge of
many activities and contests for the faculty and
students. She dressed up as Clifford the Big Red
Dog, Dr. Seuss and served Green Eggs and Ham
to the whole school. At Christmas she was Mrs.
Claus for the Children’s Christmas parties. After
she retired she went to get her certification as a
Paraprofessional in 2010 and subbed for School
District #155 in Calumet City and School District
#92 in Homer Glen. Mary Ann was active in the
PTA from 1972 until 2000 at Wilson Elementary,
Wentworth Junior High and T.F. North High Schools.
She is also past President of the Calumet City,
Lansing, and Burnham Area PTA Council. Mary Ann
was also District 19 Director from 1987-1989, there
were 35 PTA’s under her leadership. She was also
Band President of Wentworth Junior High and T.F.
North High School. Mary Ann and her husband Bob
were Co-Presidents of the Eastern Illinois University
Parents Club. She also received many awards from
the PTA: Service Scrolls, Book of Recognition, Life
Membership and the highest award anyone can
receive the National Life Membership. In 1992 Mary
Ann received Citizen of the year from the V.F.W. Post
8141 and the Ladies Auxiliary for her outstanding
community service. Mary Ann was also a member
of the American Legion Post #330 Ladies Auxiliary
since 1991, the Gold Star Post 1102 Ladies Club
since 1975, Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary,
St. Andrew Sunshine Club, the Italian Catholic
Federation, and the Precious Moments Club since
1984. She was on the Calumet City Library Board for
15 years, held the office of Secretary and V.P. and
was Captain Readmore in local parades. Mary Ann
was also a committee member for the Calumet City
Centennial in 1993 and an election judge. She was a
crossing guard from 1976-1986 and then a sub from
2007-2009. She was a volunteer for the American
Cancer Bike-A-Thon and Calumet City Memorial
Park District. She taught CCD at St. Victor’s and St.
Andrew’s Catholic Churches. She was a judge for
the Knights of Columbus Spelling Bee, an election
judge, was on the 2nd Ward Alderman fundraising
committee for many years and was honored in the
“Who’s Who Among American Teachers” for the
most respected Teacher for the 2004-2005 school
year. Arrangements by Ahlgrim Family Funeral
Home, Lake Zurich. For info. 708-841-2300 or thorn-
ridgefuneralhome.com.

Oswald, Mary Ann

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

After a lifetime in the air, it is with great sadness that
we announce Louis Matuska
Jr., born September 9th, 1946
in Chicago, IL, is hanging up
his wings. Louis passed away
peacefully on November
22nd at his home. He is sur-
vived by his wife Priscilla,
and two children Matthew
and Jacquelyn. Known as
“Captain Matuska” to many,
Louis had a deep passion for

aviation leading him to an impressive 35 year career
with American Airlines flying various fleets on inter-
national routes. His love of flying continued after his
retirement by joining an RC Radio Control Airplane
club. Louis enjoyed building and flying the airplanes,
along with the camaraderie and friendship of the
group. His legacy will live on in the hearts and minds
of everyone he interacted with. Louis will be greatly
missed by his family and friends.

Matuska, Louis Jr.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Brought to you by Legacy.com
®

Every life story
deserves to be told.
Share your loved one's story at

placeanad.chicagotribune.com

John A. Jurcev Sr. Devoted husband of Myrna, nee
Bekavac, for over 58 years; Loving father of John
A. Jr. (Lisa), and Janet Lu (Robin) Merigold; Proud
grandpa of John III, Madeline, Jimmy, Lee, Lynn, and
Marty; Memorial Visitation Friday 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. at
Curley Funeral Home, 6116 W. 111th Street, Chicago
Ridge; Funeral Saturday, all family and friends will
meet directly at St. Linus Church, 10300 S. Lawler
Ave, Oak Lawn; Mass 11:00 a.m.; Interment Private;
In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to your
favorite charity; For Funeral info 708-422-2700, or
www.curleyfuneralhome.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Sr. Jurcev, John A.

Donald Allen Smith, 72, of Egg Harbor, WI passed
away peacefully on Saturday
morning, November 24, 2018
at his home with his wife and
daughters at his side.

He was born August 27,
1946 in Chicago, IL, the son
of the late Valentine Allen
and Ruth Matilda (Pavlick)
Smith Jr. Donald was the
third generation to attend
the Joseph Sears Elementary

School in Kenilworth, IL. Following his graduation
in 1966 from New Trier High School in Winnetka,
IL, Donald then went on to attend the University of
Wisconsin – Stout followed by five years of service
in the Naval Air Reserve. His grandfather, Valentine
Allen Smith, Sr., founded V.A. Smith Company, a
Commercial Heating & Air Conditioning Company in
1909 in Chicago. Donald grew up working there as
a young boy for his grandfather, and later his father.
He eventually took over the business for his father,
becoming the President and Owner of the family
business until he sold it and retired in 1999, 90 years
later.

Donald lived a life on the water and loved the
outdoors. He was a sailor first in his early years on
Lake Michigan, completing the 333-mile Race to
Mackinac Island. In his 30’s, when children came
into the picture, he transitioned to power-boating
and became a member of Sheridan Shores Yacht
Club in Wilmette, IL. He kept his boat there for
many years before moving it to Waukegan Harbor in
Waukegan, IL. Following his retirement, Don visited
Longboat Key, FL, where he ultimately settled and
relocated his boat, cruising it down the Mississippi
River and out the Tombigbee Waterway to the Gulf
of Mexico. He spent much of his retirement enjoying
cruising the Great American Loop. He met his wife,
Virginia “Gigi,” in 2010 in the Longboat Key/Sarasota
area. The two were united in marriage on June 9,
2014 at the Butterfly Conservatory in Key West, FL
surrounded by their daughters and grandchildren.
For Don, a “good day” was always a day spent on
the water.

Donald also was a snow person, and spent years
skiing and snowmobiling in northern Wisconsin, the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan, Canada, and out west.
He toured these areas hundreds of miles at a time
with his friends, family, and children. Don spent his
final years residing with his wife, Gigi, and little dog,
Sailor, in Horseshoe Bay, Egg Harbor, overlooking the
waters of Green Bay, in scenic Door County, WI.

Donald will be missed by his two daughters,
Lindsay (West) Naze of Larchmont, NY and Courtney
(Matthew) Cook of Wilmette, IL; wife Gigi Smith
and stepdaughter, Ellen Dudley of New Bedford,
MA; five grandchildren, Chase Edward and Hunter
Valentine Naze and Kevin Anthony, Virginia Anne,
and Madeleine Rose Cook; and sister and brother,
Suzanne (Charles) Sprowl and Allen Smith, both of
Wilmette, IL.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Valentine

Allen Jr. and Ruth Matilda Smith.
A service to remember Don will be held some time

in January 2019 in Wilmette, IL.
Huehns Funeral Home, Inc. & Door County Crematory

LLC are assisting the family. Expressions of sympa-
thy, memories, and photos of Donald may be shared
with his family through his tribute page at www.
huehnsfuneralhome.com.

Smith, Donald Allen

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Eleanor Shirley Segal, Ph.D., (nee Aronson), 91, clini-
cal social worker, formerly
of Evanston, passed away
peacefully November 27,
2018, at home in Chicago.
After attending Chicago’s
Nettelhorst Elementary
School, Eleanor was vale-
dictorian at Senn High
School, earned her B.S. from
University of Wisconsin-
Madison, and her M.S.W.

from Loyola University. At the age of
67, she completed her Ph.D. at the
Institute for Clinical Social Work and
worked in private practice and in Child

and Family Services for the Salvation Army. Loving
wife of the late Dr. Peter B. Segal; devoted mother
of Maria (Richard Blender) Segal and Dr. Laura B.
Segal; proud grandmother (“Nonnie”) of Lily and
Isaac Blender and Zachary and David DiGena-
Segal; sister of June (the late Bob) Rambach. Aunt,
colleague, friend, and mentor to many. Daughter
of the late Joseph Aronson and Hannah Schaner
Aronson. The family wishes to thank caregiver
Tajana Ferguson and many wonderful women from
Senior Helpers. Memorial Service Friday, November
30, 1pm, Emanuel Congregation, 5959 N Sheridan
Rd., Chicago. The family will receive calls of condo-
lence at the Segal-Blender residence Friday, 5-9pm.
Shiva Saturday, 6-9pm (minyan 7pm). Memorial do-
nations may be made in her name to www.skyart.
org or www.mikvachallenge.org. Arrangements by
Cremation Society of Illinois, 773-281-5058 or www.
cremation-society.com.

Segal, Eleanor S.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries
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Frank W. “Frisco” Wohead, age 98, a longtime resi-
dent of Naperville, IL, died Tuesday, November 27,
2018. He was born August 10, 1920 in Bremond, TX.
Visitation Sunday,December 2,2018,2:00-6:00 PM at
Friedrich-Jones Funeral Home & Cremation Services,

44 S. Mill Street, Naperville. Family and friends will
gather Monday, December 3, 9:30 AM for a Mass of
Christian Burial at SS. Peter & Paul Catholic Church,
36 N. Ellsworth Street, Naperville. Interment: SS.
Peter & Paul Cemetery, Naperville. For a complete
obituary, please visit www.friedrich-jones.com or
call (630) 355-0213 for more information.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Wohead, Frank W. ‘Frisco’

Charles P. Weyland, Beloved son of the late Ludwig
and Agnes nee Ciechanowski, loving brother of 
Thomas. Visitation Saturday 10:00am until the 
time of funeral service at 11:00am at the Jaeger

Funeral Home 3526 N. Cicero Ave. Interment Mt. 
Olive Cemetery. In lieu of flowers donations to the
American Cancer Society would be appreciated. 
Info (773)545-1320. 

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Weyland, Charles

Irene M. “Bingo Irene” Vicich, nee Maynerich, age 
106. Beloved wife of the late Joseph; loving mother
of Arleen (Glenn) Eisenhamer and the late Joseph
Jr. (Leona); cherished grandmother of David and 
Anthony (Jennifer) Vicich and Jacqueline (Richard)
Dwenger; dearest great-grandmother of Kaitlyn 
and Nicole; devoted daughter of the late Luke and 
Anna nee Sokach Maynerich; fond sister of Mary
(the late James) O’Brien, the late Louis “Spider” (the
late Hazel) Maynerich, Michael “Mish” Maynerich,
Anne (the late Floyd) Schuster, Margaret (the late
Clarence) Blauvelt), Frank (the late Agnes) Maynerich 
and Steve Maynerich; dear friend of Beverly Edson,
her guardian angel; also many nieces, nephews and
many great friends. Member of St. Turibius Jolly
Seniors, Spa, Golden Ages- St. Richards, Garden
Club, AARP Chapter #4720, Civic Club, Lodge #32
Hrvatska Sloboda C.F.U., Heritage Benevolent and 
Pleasure Club, 23rd Ward Seniors, St. Anne’s, Moose 
Lodge, Civic Seniors, Curie Seniors and Honorary
Member of SAC. Funeral Saturday 8:30 a.m. from
Richard Modell Funeral Home & Cremation Services,
5725 S. Pulaski Rd. to St. Turibius Church, Mass 9:30 
a.m. Interment St. Mary Cemetery. In lieu of flowers
masses appreciated. Visitation Friday 2-8 p.m. For
info (773)767-4730 or www.rjmodellfh.com 

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Vicich, Irene M. ‘”Bingo Irene”’
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Educational
Operations &
Maintenance

Debt Services Transportation
Municipal

Retirement/Social
Security

Capital
Projects

Working
Cash

Tort
Fire Prevention &

Safety

Local Sources 1000 14 195 076 1 250 478 887 130 553 757 360 568 111 278 14 365 - -

Flow-Through Receipts/Revenues from One District to
Another District

2000 - - - - - - - - -

State Sources 3000 874 386 - - 158 754 - - - - -
Federal Sources 4000 455 904 - - - - - - - -
Total Direct Recei ts/Revenues 15 525 366 1 250 478 887 130 712 511 360 568 111 278 14 365 - -
Total Direct Disbursements/Ex enditures 15 096 762 1 485 196 992 738 609 283 402 671 389 728 - - -
Other Sources/Uses of Funds 3 197 005 - 143 649 - - 8 005 346 1 252 625 - -
Be innin Fund Balances - Jul 1 2017 2 819 552 1 108 446 1 074 362 410 366 213 632 787 404 8 095 603 34 -
Other Changes in Fund Balances - - - - - - - - -
Endin Fund Balances June 30 2018 6 445 161 873 728 1 112 403 513 594 171 529 8 514 300 6 857 343 34 -

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2018
The summary must be published in the local newspaper.
Copies of the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2018 will be available for public inspection in the school district/joint agreement administrative office by December 1, annually. Individuals wanting to
review this Annual Statement of Affairs should contact:

West Northfield School District 31 3131 Techny, Northbrook, IL 60062 847-272-6880 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
School District/Joint Agreement Name Address Telephone Office Hours

Also by January 15, annually the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2018, will be posted on the Illinois State Board of Education’s website@ www.isbe.net.
SUMMARY: The following is the Annual Statement of Affairs Summary that is required to be published by the school district/joint agreement for the past fiscal year.
Statement of Operations as of June 30, 2018

SALARY SCHEDULE OF GROSS PAYMENTS FOR
CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL AND NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL

GROSS PAYMENT FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL
Salary Range: Less Than $25,000
ALEXANDER, DIANTHE; ARENS, ALAN; BLUMENFELD, DEBORAH; BULLOCK, CELIA; DAN-
OFF, DEBORAH A; DEMAS, DONNA; FAGEL, ROCHELLE; GANDHI, NISHA; GARSON, LAURA;
GOLDBERG, LOIS; HAGGIS, GEORGE A; HOLLENBERG, MELISSA A.; JESSELSON, DANNY K;
JOHNSON, WILLIAM; KANE, DALE M; KAROL, ILENE; KOVARIK, LISA; LEE, KATE; LETTNER,
JEANNE T; LEVITON, LYNN; LYNCH, SUSAN; MARKS, SANDI; MARSHALL, NORA; MAZ-
ZETTI, MARIO V; MEINKE, ANDREA; MILLER, BARBARA; MOSELE, ELIZABETH; MUNSHI,
NATASHA; PRIEST, KELLI; RAI, RANJEET; ROHDE, DEBORAH J; ROHRABAUGH, BRENDA;
ROSENZWEIG, STEVEN; RYAN, MARY KATHERINE; SALTZMAN, BARBARA F.; SAN GABINO,
DEBORAH; SANTANGELO, KATHLEEN R; SCHELHAMMER, MAUREEN; SEXTON, MARY;
VOUTIRITSAS, GEORGIA; WASSERMAN, FAY; WEIL, SUSAN; WEINSTEIN, TERRI L; WEISS,
ANITA I; WHITESIDE, KAREN
Salary Range: $25,000 - $39,999
BACKSTROM, LISA; BORDLEY-HARVELL, HEATHER; FRIEDMAN, JAMIE; MENOLD, JESSE;
OHLSEN, NICOLE; STAUNTON, ANGELA
Salary Range: $40,000 - $59,999
ALLEYA, KELLY; BLACKMAN, JACQUELINE; BYRNE, GINA; CHANDLER-STAHL, CHRISTIE;
CHANKIN, ERIN; DEUTSCH, HILARY; DIMOPOULOS, DEMETRIA; GREENE, CALI; HOFFMAN,
MONICA; LAPALERMO, ELIZABETH A; LEPINE, KATHRYN; NAGY, KATHLEEN; NORMAN,
JENNA; PERRYMAN, JENNIFER; ROSEMAN, JODI; ROSEN, HILARY; RUIZ, ERNESTO; SUL-
LIVAN, JULIE; SYMONS, TARA; SZOTEK, KATHLEEN
Salary Range: $60,000 - $89,999
AMREIN, ALEXANDRA; ANZALDI, JESSICA BLAIR; AYDT, ALICIA A; BARBANENTE, LAURA R;
BAUMANN, JACKELINE J; BERGER, ERICA; BISHOP, KRISTINA; BURNS, ALLISON; CARVELL,
CASE; CERNIGLIA, KRISTINA; CHOI, JOENN I; CLINTON, GINA; DELEHANTY, PAULA W; EL-

LIS, ALEXIS; EWALD, KALLIE; FALZONE, CHRISTINA; FERNANDEZ, JULIA; FREIER, SARI;
GEARY, MICHELLE; GELLER, STACY B; GOOCH, TRISHA; GOTT, VERONICA; GREENFIELD,
LISA H; HEUBERGER, ALLISON; JACOBY, JULIE; JENKINS, QUINCY; JEON, DEBORAH N;
KALOTIHOS, KATHY; KELLER, SHAY; KIM, NANCY C; KONDELA, DAVID J.; KRASAVIN,
CARLEY; LAUDER, KATHERINE T; LAUTER, TRINA E; LEBLANC, JAMES M; LE-MON, JAC-
QUELYN; LEVY, KELLI L; MACPHERSON, MONA A; MANOS, KATHLEEN; MCGRATH, KAREN;
MOON, SUEJIN; NAGEL, JILL; PEARCE, GINA; POKORA, CARLISSA; REYES, KAREN; ROCHE,
TRISTAN; ROLSTON, GRETCHEN; SACKLEY, MICHAEL; SCOTT, DANIEL; SHAMES, LORI B;
SHOEMAKER, CAROLYN K; SMOCZYNSKI, ANNE; SMOLER, DANA; SPRANDEL, THERESA;
STODOLA, HEATHER MILES; STONE, JULIE M; WILKIN, CLARE; WOJCIECHOWSKI, AMAN-
DA; WOLNEY, PAMELA J; ZELLER, MARILYN E
Salary Range: $90,000 & Over
BRAJE, BARBARA; CHINITZ, LISA G; CONWAY, KAY; DAMON, JONATHAN M; DE LA CRUZ,
CARRIE; FREGA, MARTIN D; GEBERT, ALLISON G; HARPER-KELLY, HOLLY; HULTING, MARY
BETH; LAURIA, CATHERINE; LEEHY, THOMAS; MAHER, ELIZABETH; MILLER, MICHAEL J;
MURPHY, ERIN K; NEWMAN, SANDI R; NICHOLSON, SANDRA; PARKER, BETH; RICORDATI,
JANE H; ROHRER, BETH; SAVIC, DOBRILA; TAMEZ, DANA

GROSS PAYMENT FOR NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL
Salary Range: Less Than $25,000
BRICKMAN, KATHLEEN A; CLOUD, SHARON; COYNE, BRIAN; ELLIS, CHARLES; FEDER, JEN-
NIFER; GARY, EMILY; GOMBODORJ, ARIUNZAYA; GUGGENHEIM, JANICE; HABETLER, RE-
BECCA; HALLER, WENDY; HARRISON, SUSAN; HAUG, MARGARET ANN; JOHNSON, JULIA;
JOHNSON, MERCEDES; KIM, KYUNG SHIN; KING, MEGAN; LAKKAMSANI, AKHILA; LANGE,
ROBERT; LAU, KAREN; LEEN, PEGGY; LES, DIANE; LOCKE, JESSICA; MCBRIDE, AMY; MILL-
ER, EDNA E; NIELSEN, COURTNEY L; OBERG, GARY; ODICHO, AMELIA; RISTIC, GORDANA;
RIZKALLA, ROSE MERY; RODZIEWICZ, NANCY A; RUDOLPH, AMY; SACKLEY, JONATHAN;
SARRAFIAN, EDWIN; SEARS, JANET; SIMS, JEREMY; STEINBERG, WENDY; TRUBOWICZ,
IGA; VANNAVONG, LIDDA; VAZZANO, JOYCE; WEISS, BETSY; WENDTLAND, KEVIN M

Salary Range: $25,000 - $39,999
BORST, SHAUN; BRAUN, CHRISTINE D; CARRILLO, GUALBERTO; CLEVELAND, RACHEL;
GREENE, BRIAN; HILL, KAREN; ITURRALDE, RENE; LEE, SCOTT; MACKLIN, EMILY; PETERS,
JAMES N; REDMOND, RITA; SULLIVANT, KATHRYN; URGO, ANTHONY; ; Salary Range:
$40,000 - $59,999; BERGEN, KATHLEEN P; KORSHAK, CORY; LINDSTROM, TIM; LORKIE-
WICZ, ANDRE; MALONEY, ANNETTE; SWIFT, MEGHAN; ; Salary Range: $60,000 & Over;
AXIUM-GIBSON, DEENA; BLANKENHEIM, EDMUND M; DEL BOCCIO, DAVID J; KUJAWINSKI,
SHERI L; NIELSEN, CHRISTINA M

VENDORS PAYMENTS OVER $2,500.00
GETFUNDED 2,500.00 / MIMEO.COM, INC 2,520.00 / NORTHBROOK HARDWARE 2,556.75
/ SEESAW 2,560.50 / JUNIOR LIBRARY GUILD 2,573.90 / HERFF JONES INC 2,594.26
/ LUTHERAN GENERAL HOSPITAL TUTOR BILL 5WEST 2,595.84 / ACCO BRANDS USA
LLC 2,610.24 / MOSS ENTERPRISES 2,671.00 / ILLINOIS STATE POLICE-BUREAU IDEN-
TIFICATION 2,772.50 / TOBII DYNAVOX 2,776.50 / THE CENTER/IRC 2,800.00 / ROBERT
CROWN CNTR FOR HEALTH EDUCATION 2,860.00 / FARINELLA, RAY 3,030.50 / COM-
MITTEE FOR CHILDREN 3,069.00 / COMPASS HEALTH CENTER 3,071.58 / LEWIS, MARA
3,076.80 / ILLINOIS RESOURCE CENTER 3,085.00 / LUNK, ROBERT 3,100.00 / A HORN
INC 3,110.00 / HAUSER,IZZO,PETRARCA,GLEASON&STILLMAN,LLC 3,240.00 / ULINE
3,244.79 / EXPLORE LEARNING 3,295.00 / WM CONSULTING INC 3,357.70 / ALBOUM &
ASSOCIATES 3,464.68 / MODERT, STEPHEN 3,575.00 / CAPSTONE PRESS INC 3,593.33 /
GRALLER, LOIS 3,697.50 / KAPPEL, JAMES 3,700.00 / TRIMARK MARLINN, LLC 3,701.18
/ CERTAPRO PAINTERS 3,722.00 /BROGAN’S 3,745.00 / FITNESS WEAR, INC. 3,760.00
/ ARTHUR J GALLAGHER RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES 3,786.00 / MC INERNEY, TOM
3,800.00 / WILLIAM SADLIER INC 3,818.36 / RAPTOR TECHNOLOGIES 3,884.00 / AAA
LOCK & KEY 3,930.89 / SANDQUIST, GREGG 4,125.00 / R82 INC 4,189.00 / MAMBA GAGA,
LLC 4,275.00 / BLICK ART MATERIALS 4,333.70 / NEWSELA 4,450.00 / WESTWORX
LIMITED 4,455.19 / CORVUS INDUSTRIES LTD 4,580.00 / SIX FLAGS GREAT AMERICA
4,679.00 / WEST MUSIC 4,722.12 / PEARSON EDUCATION LTD 4,758.94 / MC GRAW-

HILL SCHOOL EDUCATION 4,767.05 / ISCORP-INTEGRATED SYSTEMS CORP 5,184.00
/ VAN ACKER, RICHARD ED.D 5,451.60 / AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP 5,463.94
/ WAREHOUSE DIRECT 5,544.86 / ZANER-BLOSER 5,606.52 / GRAINGER 5,629.67
/ PATHWAY INNOVATIONS & TECHNOLOGIES 5,634.70 / APPLE COMPUTER 5,880.00 /
DELGADO, DAVID 6,000.00 / DELVALLE, JOSE 6,000.00 / RESERVE ACCOUNT 6,000.00
/ GAGGLE.NET INC 6,107.50 / EASTERSEALS 6,215.75 / VERIZON WIRELESS 6,270.49 /
SCARAVALLE CONSTRUCTION 6,350.00 / BRECHT’S DATABASE SOLUTIONS INC 6,552.76
/ LIMINEX, INC 6,594.00 / STEINER ELECTRIC COMPANY 6,729.59 / CONSORTIUM FOR
EDUCATIONAL CHANGE 6,800.00 / JOSEPH ACADEMY IN DES PLAINES 6,847.22 / SIT-
EIMPROVE 6,970.00 / HOME DEPOT CREDIT SERVICES 7,165.42 / WORTHINGTON DIRECT
7,198.73 / RELIANCE PLUMBING, SEWER & DRAINAGE, INC 7,344.68 / IASB 7,375.00 /
BLACKBOARD INC 7,854.22 / L MARSHALL ROOFING & SHEET METAL INC 7,913.00 /
SCHOOL SPECIALTY 8,097.27 / FRONTLINE TECHNOLOGIES INC 8,121.71 / INTERPRENET
LTD 8,167.43 / LEARNING A-Z 8,426.61 / NORTHWEST SUBURBAN SPECIAL ED ORGA-
NIZATION 8,500.00 / VERITIV OPERATING COMPANY 8,580.00 / UNITED ANALYTICAL
SERVICES, INC 9,058.00 / ARGO ELECTRIC INC 9,150.00 / LOCKE LORD LLP 9,276.00
/ PALOS SPORTS INC 9,288.34 / RELIANCE STANDARD LIFE INSURANCE CO 9,577.59
/ TREE RING CORPORATION 9,761.94 / NORTHFIELD TWSP SCHOOL TREAS 10,511.00
/ DUROPAVE 10,866.00 / KRAUS, RUTH PH.D 11,040.00 / SCHOLASTIC INC 11,354.47
/ GLOBAL INDUSTRIAL 11,414.26 / NCS PEARSON INC 11,436.00 / GROOT INDUSTRIES
INC 11,926.00 / CHARLES CARPETS & CONSTRUCTION 12,420.00 / DIRECT ENERGY
BUSINESS 12,433.79 / COIT DRAPERY CLEANRES, INC. 12,485.00 / HOUGHTON MIFFLIN
HARCOURT 13,436.61 / TOTAL AUTOMATION CONCEPTS, INC 13,803.00 / WORTH AVE
GROUP 13,930.00 / PEARSON EDUCATION 14,069.50 / AMBER MECHANICAL CONTRAC-
TORS INC 14,426.83 / INTERSTATE ELECTRONICS CO 14,499.00 / QUINLAN & FABISH
MUSIC 14,649.25 / NICOR GAS 14,928.27 / JASELSKIS D.O., CATHERINE 15,375.00 /
FOLLETT SCHOOL SOLUTIONS INC 16,250.43 / HUMANEX VENTURES 16,375.00 / IDES
ILLINOIS DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 17,104.00 / FRANCZEK RADELET 17,126.70 /
ACCOMPLISHED MECHANICAL INDUSTRIES, LTD 17,638.79 / NWEA 17,737.50 / SPECIAL-
TY FLOORS INC 17,765.00 / COUGHLAN COMPANIES, LLC 18,114.33 / SCARIANO, HIMES
AND PETRARCA 18,822.86 / OLIVERI LANDSCAPING 19,470.00 / TEACHERS RETIREMENT
SYSTEM 19,998.73 / JEANINE SCHULTZ SCHOOL 20,137.20 / TOPLINE TRANSPORTATION
CO. 20,580.00 / TRANE USA INC 20,730.50 / MILLER COOPER & CO., LTD 22,250.00
/ BERTOG LANDSCAPE CO 23,018.00 / OFFICE DEPOT 25,158.97 / SKYWARD INC
27,594.15 / FSS TECHNOLOGIES 28,378.80 / CENTER ON DEAFNESS 29,060.14 / BTS
SOLUTIONS 29,747.50 / VILLAGE OF GLENVIEW 30,289.24 / SELF 31,372.00 / QUEST
FOOD MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC. 35,086.62 / YOUTH SERVICES 35,703.75 / VORTEX
36,477.00 / VANGUARD ENERGY SERVICES, LLC 36,817.80 / SANTUCCI PLUMBING, INC
37,533.00 / CDW GOVERNMENT INC 38,830.33 / CALL ONE 39,387.40 / NORTHERN SUB-
URBAN SPECIAL EDUCATION DIST 42,613.50 / COM ED 43,070.54 / SUNBELT STAFFING
44,152.50 / AMERICAN BUILDING SERVICES, LLC 44,753.00 / SAFEWAY TRANSPORTA-
TION SERVICES CORP 45,765.00 / WEST NORTHFIELD SD FSA ACCOUNT 46,268.23 /
SUBURBAN SCHOOL COOPERATIVE INS. POOL 52,294.00 / SUPPLYWORKS 53,748.93 /
GENESIS TECHNOLOGIES INC 56,946.48 / CARROLL SEATING COMPANY 59,890.00 / SO-
LUTION TREE INC 60,609.00 / COMCAST 67,905.08 / GUARDIAN 68,502.07 / INNOVATIVE
MODULAR SOLUTIONS 71,832.00 / 303 TRANSPORTATION 72,460.10 / GENESIS TECH-
NOLOGIES, INC 77,423.95 / SPEECH AND LANGUAGE PATHWAYS 79,982.00 / NORTH
SUBURBAN TEACHERS UNION 80,139.42 / KS STATE BANK 87,031.00 / HODGES, LOIZZI,
EISENHAMMER, RODICK, KOHN 91,812.89 / HUDSON ENERGY 105,226.49 / ARCON AS-
SOCIATES INC 121,978.19 / TEACHER’S HEALTH INSURANCE SECURITY FUND 174,990.15
/ SEPTRAN INC 220,145.30 / IL MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT FUND 238,717.77 / TESSLER
CONSTRUCTION CO. INC. 239,421.06 / FIRST STUDENT INC 322,749.14 / IL DEPT OF
REVENUE 397,149.53 / TSA CONSULTING 547,431.85 / TEACHERS RETIREMENT SYSTEM
814,006.05 / AMALGAMATED BANK OF CHICAGO 848,759.72 / NORTHBROOK BANK &
TRUST CO 1,476,072.41 / EDUCATIONAL BENEFIT COOPERATIVE 1,962,486.62 / NSSED
2,002,990.23 / ALLSTATE INSURANCE COMPANY 3,286,300.00

LEGAL
NOTICES

Arco Roofing Rubber roofs, shingle roofs,
tear offs, chimney repair, top pointing, senior
discounts, all work guaranteed, 40 years
experience, FREE estimates! 847-447-3007

HOUSEHOLD &
HOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES

Shetland Sheepdog 317-485-5522
near Indianapolis, IN $799 M&F
Sheltie AKC, Pups Sable/wt Like Lassie, rdy 12/2

Goldendoodle 815-821-3435
Stockton/Galena $1650 F/M
Mini 15-30lbs, massbachmesagoldendoodles 
Vet checked, healthy. Ready January 1st 

Golden Retriever 5748624451
GOSHEN IN $1000 MALE&FEMALE
Adorable Farm-raised puppies

German Shepherd 1-920-336-8780
Green Bay, WI $1200-$1500 M/F
Puppies. 8wks. Top Lines. OFA+DM tested. 
Stable, great for security.   foxwoodkennels.com

German Shepherd 574-800-1365
Nappanee Indiana $650 m/f
www.canineprotectionconnection.com Huge
German Shepherd Puppies Ready to go! Text
574-314-9395

English Springer Spaniel 262-233-0791
Delevan, WI $875 M/F
Family Raised. www.grampyspringerpups.com

Chow Chow 574-800-1365
Nappanee Indiana $950 m/f
www.can ineprotect ionconnect ion .com
Beautiful AKC Chow Chow Puppies available!
Text 574-314-9395

DOGS

WE BUY COMIC BOOKS!      
Top Prices Paid           Will Come To You
1-888-88-COMIC       ComicBuyingCenter.com 

Wanted: Oriental Rugs
Any size/ Any condition - for cash.

*** CALL 773-575-8088 ***

Wanted/Install Stairlifts.
Professional uninstall/install. 651-488-7926

WANTED Paying Cash for Military Items,
American, German, Japanese & Other
Countries from Any Period. Also Marx
Playsets, Toy Soldiers, Trains, Miscellaneous
Toys & Antiques. Call Gary: 708-522-3400

FREON R12 WANTED R12 collecting dust?
Certified professional pays CA$H for R12.
RefrigerantFinders.com 312-291-9169

BUYING!! Coins, Currency, Gold & Silver!
With over 50 years of experience, we are your
trusted source. Ask for a FREE evaluation!

BUYING TOY TRAINS
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, HO, BRASS,
OLD TOYS, COIN OPERATED GAMES, COKE
MACHINES, SLOT CARS, OLD SIGNS!

Dennis 630-319-2331

BUYING RECORD ALBUMS! Rock, Jazz &
Blues. Also vintage baseball cards!

847-343-1628

Artwork Buying original artwork done for
books, magazines, comics & advertising. Also
old books, magazines, paper, advertising,
toys, antiques, photos. John 630-835-8112

- Motorcycles Wanted! Cash Paid! All Makes!
Will Pick Up. Reasonable. 630-660-0571

STUFF WANTED

LOT OF 50 TIES ITALIAN SILK- 90% NEW. AS
SEEN ON ALL WALL STREET MOVIES. $1000
FIRM-TEXT FOR PICTURES 6239107254

Holiday Toy Show - Tinley Park High School
6111 S. 175th St. Sun 12/2, 10-2, 1000’s of
old/new toys, model kits, diecast cars, action
figures & more! $1-$100. For tables/info.

262-366-1314

30 pallets of 40”, notched, pallet ready
2”x4”s 297 2”x4” per pallet. 40c Per 2”x4”.
Call 785-488-2923 or 785-577-4431

STUFF FOR SALE

LEGAL
NOTICES

New Garage Doors & Openers Repairs springs, 
cables, panels 24/7. Free estimates. Se habla 
espanol. Tuck pointing available. 312-513-5118

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
A’Shaa Mccauley AKA Ashaa Mccauley 

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Ladonna 
Mccauley (Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 18JA00964

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Jermaine Nichols
(Father), respondents, and to All Whom
It May Concern, that on September 26, 
2018, a petition was filed under the Juvenile
Court Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that 
in the courtroom of Judge Diana Rosario in
the Cook County Juvenile Court Building, 
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,
ON 12/19/2018,at 10:00 AM  in CALENDAR
7 COURTROOM G, or as soon thereafter as 
this case may be heard, an adjudicatory
hearing will be held upon the petition to 
have the minor declared to be a ward of the 
court and for other relief under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case, 
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
November 29, 2018

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

LEGAL SERVICES NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a
FREE referral to an attorney! Call the Illinois
State Bar Association Illinois Lawyer Finder.
The advice you need https://www.isba.org/
public/illinoislawyerfinder or 877-270-3855

LASER GUM SURGERY call 224-255-6133

FREE TECH SKILLS WORKSHOP Thinking about
a career in tech but not sure where to start?
Want to make a career change but worried
you don’t have the skills needed to succeed?
Join us at Trailhead Tour Chicago on 12/10 to
learn about the 3.3M jobs that will be created
by the Salesforce ecosystem by 2022, and start
learning the skills you need to succeed in these
jobs.

Learn more and register now:
https://sfdc.co/TrailheadTour (415)536-5007

Dental Implant, Crowns, Fillings, extraction,
Starting from $49/mo call 224-255-6133

GENERAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LEGAL
NOTICES

HIRE ME: CAREGIVER At home care for seni
ors. Live-In/Come & Go. 20 Yrs. Exp. Exc. Ref’s
& Affordable! Lic & Bond. 708-705-1635

HEALTH SERVICES

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD 

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Gianna Phares

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Catherine Phares 
(Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 18JA00984

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Nedzmi Likovski 
(Father), respondents, and to All Whom It 
May Concern, that on October 2, 2018, a 
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court 
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in 
the courtroom of Judge John Huff  in the 
Cook County Juvenile Court Building, 1100 
So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, ON 
12/13/2018,at 9:30 AM  in CALENDAR 14
COURTROOM N, or as soon thereafter as this 
case may be heard, an adjudicatory hearing 
will be held upon the petition to have the 
minor declared to be a ward of the court 
and for other relief under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO 
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled 
to further written notices or publication 
notices of the proceedings in this case, 
including the filing of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand 
admitted as against you and each of you, 
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
November 21, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
A’Shaa Mccauley AKA Ashaa Mccauley 

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Ladonna 
Mccauley (Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 18JA00964

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Jermaine Nichols
(Father), respondents, and to All Whom
It May Concern, that on September 26, 
2018, a petition was filed under the Juvenile
Court Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that 
in the courtroom of Judge Diana Rosario in
the Cook County Juvenile Court Building, 
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,
ON 12/19/2018,at 10:00 AM  in CALENDAR
7 COURTROOM G, or as soon thereafter as 
this case may be heard, an adjudicatory
hearing will be held upon the petition to 
have the minor declared to be a ward of the 
court and for other relief under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case, 
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
November 29, 2018

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

LEGAL
NOTICES

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD 

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Vita Petty AKA Vite Kelis Petty 

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Dominique 
Wallace (Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 17JA01091

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Unknown (Father), 
respondents, and to All Whom It May 
Concern, that on October 17, 2018, a 
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court 
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in 
the courtroom of Judge Maxwell Griffin 
in the Cook County Juvenile Court Building, 
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 
ON 12/19/2018, at 1:30 PM  in CALENDAR 
10 COURTROOM J, or as soon thereafter as 
this case may be heard, a hearing will be 
held upon the petition to terminate your 
parental rights and appoint a guardian with 
power to consent to adoption.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO 
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled 
to further written notices or publication 
notices of the proceedings in this case, 
including the filing of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand 
admitted as against you and each of you, 
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
November 29, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE  PUBLIC COMMENT 
NOTICE

Draft Substantial Amendments to the 2015 
and 2018 Annual Action Plans 
The Cook County Department of Planning 
and Development within the Bureau of 
Economic Development currently receives
Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funding on an annual entitlement 
basis from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD). The County 
is accepting public comments regarding
its Draft Substantial Amendments to its 
2015 and 2018 Annual Action Plans, which 
propose new CDBG-funded activities to 
better meet community development needs 
in suburban Cook County. 
Applicable Public Comment Period: 30 Days
– November 30, 2018- December 30, 2018
Public Comment Opportunities
An important part of the process of
developing a Substantial Amendment
is to promote citizen participation and 
solicit input. The Draft may be reviewed
at the Cook County Bureau of Economic 
Development offices at 69 West Washington
Street, Suite 2900, Chicago, IL 60602, or on-
line at the Cook County website during the 
applicable public comment period specified
above at this link: https://www.cookcountyil.
gov/service/public-notices-planning-and-
development-0
All interested parties are encouraged
to provide written comments. Written 
comments for the Draft Substantial
Amendments are being accepted during 
the applicable public comment period
specified above and must be received by 4
p.m. on the last day of the aforementioned 
public comment period in order to receive 
consideration. Written comments must be 
directed to Dominic Tocci, Deputy Director, 
Cook County Department of Planning and 
Development, 69 West Washington, Suite 
2900, Chicago, IL 60602, dominic.tocci@
cookcountyil.gov. 
6007896 11/29/2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Larneisha Bailey AKA Shield

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Riba Shields 
(Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 18JA00820

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Marvin Brown
(Father), respondents, and to All Whom It 
May Concern, that on August 27, 2018, a 
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in
the courtroom of Judge Diana Rosario in 
the Cook County Juvenile Court Building, 
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,
ON 12/13/2018,at 10:00 AM  in CALENDAR
7 COURTROOM G, or as soon thereafter as 
this case may be heard, an adjudicatory
hearing will be held upon the petition to 
have the minor declared to be a ward of the 
court and for other relief under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case, 
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
November 29, 2018

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

LEGAL
NOTICES

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS,
COUNTY DEPARTMENT – CHANCERY 
DIVISION

PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
Plaintiff, 
v.
TOMASZ M. DOBROWOLSKI; AGATA 
M. SZYNAL; LAKESIDE CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION B; THE HUNTINGTON 
COMMONS ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendant(s).  

Case No.: 2018CH13795 

Property Address:
625 W. Huntington Commons Rd., Unit 209
Mount Prospect, IL 60056 

Residential Mortgage Foreclosure

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants, 
this case has been commenced in this 
Court against you and others, asking for 
foreclosure of the Mortgage held by the 
Plaintiff on the property located at 625 
W. Huntington Commons Rd., Unit 209, 
Mount Prospect, IL 60056, more particularly 
described as: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY
PARCEL 1; UNIT 209 TOGETHER WITH ITS 
UNDIVIDED PERCENTAGE INTEREST IN 
THE COMMON ELEMENTS IN LAKESIDE 
CONDOMINIUM B, AS DELINEATED AND 
DEFINED IN THE DECLARATION RECORDED 
AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 23299090, IN 
THE EAST 1/2 OF SECTION 14, TOWNSHIP 
41 NORTH, RANGE 11, EAST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.

PARCEL 2; EASEMENT APPURTENANT TO 
AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF PARCEL 1 AS SET 
FORTH IN DECLARATION OF EASEMENTS 
DATED FEBRUARY 11, 1971 AND RECORDED 
AND FILED FEBRUARY 19, 1971 AS 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 21401332 AND LR 
2543467, FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS.

PARCEL 3; EASEMENTS FOR PARKING 
PURPOSES IN AND TO PARKING SPACE NO. 
13 AS DEFINED AND SET FORTH IN SAID 
CONDOMINIUM DECLARATION AND SURVEY 
AND AS CREATED BY DEED FROM MOUNT 
PROSPECT STATE BANK TO MILTON W. 
GLENZER AND PEARL GLENZER, HIS WIFE, 
RECORDED MARCH 29, 1976 AS DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 23432162 AND DEED RECORDED 
JUNE 21, 1976 AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 
23526901, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

Permanent Index Number: 08-14-401-087-
1024
Commonly known as: 625 W. Huntington 
Commons Rd., Unit 209, Mount Prospect, IL 
60056 and Parking Space #13
UNLESS YOU FILE your answer or otherwise 
file your appearance in this cause in the 
Office of the Circuit Court of Cook County at 
the Cook County Courthouse located at the 
Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W. Washington 
St., Chicago, IL 60602 on or before December 
17, 2018, A JUDGMENT OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU 
FOR RELIEF ASKED IN THE COMPLAINT FOR 
FORECLOSURE.
THIS COMMUNICATION IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer, P.A.
233 S. Wacker Drive, 70th Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
Firm ID: 48947
Phone: (312) 566-0040
Fax: (312) 566-0041
Pub: 11/15, 11/22 & 11/29/2018 5987104

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
  The Illinois Housing Development Authority 
(the “Authority”) gives notice that it will hold
a hearing on Thursday, December 13, 2018 
at 9:00 a.m. at the offices of the Authority
located at 111 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 1000, 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 in connection with 
the proposed issuance by the Authority of 
not to exceed $77,500,000 in aggregate 
principal amount of its tax-exempt bonds 
and/or notes (collectively, the “Bonds”), in
one or more series, pursuant to a common 
plan of finance. The proceeds of the Bonds 
will be used to finance or refinance,
through a new mortgage loan to the Owner
listed below (or an affiliate thereof), (i) the 
multifamily residential housing property set 
forth below (the “Development”), and (ii) the
costs of issuance, capitalized interest, and
reserve funds for the Bonds.

Property Name and Address
Morningside North Apartments
170 W. Oak Street
Chicago, IL 60610

Name of Owner
Morningside Renewal LLC

Number of Units
256

Original Principal Amount (Not to Exceed)
$77,500,000

  The Authority is a body politic and corporate
of the State of Illinois created by the Illinois
Housing Development Act, as amended (20
ILCS 3805/1), for the purpose of assisting in
the financing of decent, safe and sanitary 
housing for persons and families of low and
moderate income in Illinois.  The Authority 
is authorized by the Act to issue the Bonds
to finance the Development described in 
this Notice.

  This public hearing is being held to comply 
with the requirements of Section 147(f) of
the United States Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, as amended, and the relevant
regulations promulgated thereunder. Oral
comments may be limited to ten minutes.
Written comments may also be submitted
to, and additional information obtained from, 
the Authority at its offices at 111 E. Wacker
Drive, Suite 1000, Chicago, Illinois 60601 at
any time prior to the public hearing.  

Date of Notice: November 29, 2018

Audra Hamernik
Executive Director
Illinois Housing Development Authority

LEGAL
NOTICES

LEGAL
NOTICES

TO: Vernor Moran, LLC; Persons or tenants
in actual occupancy or possession of said 
property; Unknown owners or parties 
interested in said property. TAX DEED NO. 
2018COTD007145 FILED: October 15, 2018 
TAKE NOTICE COUNTY OF COOK DATE 
PREMISES SOLD: April 5, 2017 CERTIFICATE
NO(S). 15-0006885 SOLD FOR GENERAL 
TAXES OF YEARS 2015 SOLD FOR SPECIAL
ASSESSMENTS OF (MUNICIPALITY) N/A 
WARRANT NO. N/A INSTALLMENT NO. 
N/A THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES Property Located at: 
2911 W. 59TH ST., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS Legal 
Description or Property Index No(s). 19-
13-305-039-0000 This notice is to advise
you that the above property has been sold
for delinquent taxes and that the period 
of redemption from the sale will expire
on April 5, 2019. The amount to redeem
is subject to increase at 6 month intervals 
from the date of sale and may be further 
increased if the purchaser at the tax sale or 
his assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem
the property from subsequent forfeitures
or tax sales. Check with the County Clerk
as to the exact amount you owe before 
redeeming. This notice is also to advise 
you that a petition has been filed for a tax 
deed which will transfer title and the right
to possession of this property if redemption 
is not made on or before April 5, 2019. This
matter is set for hearing in the Circuit Court
of this County in Chicago, Illinois on April 17,
2019, in Room 1704 of the Richard J. Daley 
Center at 50 W. Washington Street at 9:30
a.m. You may be present at this hearing 
but your right to redeem will already have 
expired at that time. YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT LOSS OF
PROPERTY Redemption can be made at any
time on or before April 5, 2019, by applying
to the County Clerk of Cook County, Illinois 
at the Office of the County Clerk in Chicago,
Illinois. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK. 118 N. Clark
Street, Room 434, Chicago, IL 60602 (312) 
603-5645 ICIB Investments, Inc. Purchaser
or Assignee 100 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 
1111 Chicago, IL 60602 Dated: November 
21, 2018 Balin Law, P.C. Attorneys at Law 
100 N. LaSalle, Suite 1111 Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 345-1111 Firm #58864  Pub: 11/27, 28, 
29/2018 6002088
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By Dan Mann  |  Chicago Tribune 

Hey, it has been a fun ride. And there’s more ahead: for  
the rest of 2018, into January 2019 — possibly for years  
to come. Thank you, Ryan Pace. Thank you, Matt Nagy.  
Thank you, Bears. Football is alive and well again on  
the lakefront. But the Bears are now the 14-1 sixth  
choice at Bovada to win the whole darn thing.
And that number is just ridiculous. Let’s see why  
you don’t need fancy software to be a smarter sports fan.

IF THE BEARS ARE GOING  
TO WIN THE SUPER BOWL,  
HERE’S THEIR LIKELY PATH:

NOW, THE SIMPLE MATH ...
73% times 27% times 27% times 39% equals:

2.08%, or 47-1 odds 

EXACT SCIENCE? No. This exercise doesn’t account for the possibility  
of Drew Brees tearing his ACL. Or the No. 1 seed losing in the divisional  
round. It also doesn’t account for the possibility of Mitch Trubisky tearing  
his ACL. Or the Bears blowing the division lead. What’s certain is this:  
The Bears are probably a year away from truly contending for a Super Bowl,  
and part of that is just bad luck. The Saints and Rams are a combined 20-2,  
with one of those losses coming head to head. That’s not supposed to  
happen in one conference.

Wild-card weekend 
The Bears have a 62 percent chance of 
being slotted as the No. 3 seed, according 
to playoffstatus.com. As a 3, they would 
play a home game against a team such 
as the Seahawks or Panthers. Let’s call 
them seven-point favorites. Touchdown 
favorites have about a 73 percent  
chance of winning outright according  
to wizardofodds.com.

Divisional round and NFC title game 
As a 3 seed, the Bears would in all 
likelihood then have to beat the Rams 
and Saints — on the road. Let’s call  
them seven-point underdogs at both  
the L.A. Coliseum and the Superdome 
— and that might be generous in  
New Orleans. A 27 percent chance to 
beat the Rams, 27 percent chance to 
beat the Saints. 

Super Bowl 
Next up, the AFC champion.  
Chiefs? Patriots? The Bears  
would surely be ’dogs against  
either of those teams. Steelers?  
Getting closer to a pick ’em.  
Let’s be generous — the Bears would  
be hot coming off wins in L.A. and  
New Orleans — and call the Bears  
three-point underdogs, which equates  
to about a 39 percent chance of winning. 

Da Bears!
But dead money.
14-1 to win the Super Bowl?  
Is this a Saturday Night Live skit?

If you’re reading the
tea leaves regarding
the status of Mitch
Trubisky as Bears
coach Matt Nagy
politely talks 
around the status 
of his quarterback 
for Sunday’s game at 
the Giants, it’s worth

noting he keeps dropping the names of
Khalil Mack and Allen Robinson.

Ruse to confuse the Giants or plain
talk from a coach who doesn’t want 
to tip off his opponent but also isn’t
particularly interested in playing 
mind games when it comes to 
the status of Trubisky?

We will know for sure 90 minutes
before kickoff Sunday at MetLife
Stadium, but Trubisky was listed 
as limited in Wednesday’s practice 
at Halas Hall, the team’s first since
winning in Detroit on Thanksgiving.
That’s a good indicator that veteran
Chase Daniel will start for the second
consecutive week.

Signs point to
Daniel as
starting QB

Brad Biggs
On the Bears 

Turn to Biggs, Page 8

OPENING SHOT

Steve Rosenbloom

A shoulder injury has

Bears quarterback

Mitch Trubisky listed

as, let’s see, this is

Thursday, so it’s

day-to-day-to-

day-to-Daniel.

More Rosenbloom,

Page 2

GAME 12

Bears at Giants

Noon Sunday, FOX-32 
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Bastian Schweinsteiger’s first
season with the Fire resulted in a
playoff appearance. The second
was a losing effort. What will Year
3 bring?

The Fire on Wednesday an-
nounced they re-signed the Ger-
man midfielder as a designated
player for the 2019 season. Terms
of the deal were not disclosed.
Schweinsteiger made $6.1 million
last season, according to numbers
from the MLS players union.

“Let’s raise a trophy. I believe
in this club and I believe that we
can be champions,” Schwein-
steiger said in a statement. “This
American journey has been very
special for me and my family. I
love being a part of the Chicago
Fire, and we appreciate how the
city has embraced us.”

Schweinsteiger, 34, has made
55 league appearances over two
seasons with the Fire, scoring
seven goals with 12 assists. He
had a team-high six assists last
season with four goals.

“In a lot of ways Basti has come
to embody our club,” Fire Presi-
dent and GM Nelson Rodriguez
said in a statement. “His return
demonstrates our continuing ef-
fort to build a championship
program, on and off the field.”

Schweinsteiger joined the Fire
in March 2017 and scored in his
MLS debut. That year, the Fire
finished third in the East with a
16-11-7 record, including 12-2-3 at
Toyota Park, but were eliminated
in the first round of the playoffs.

The Fire went dropped consid-
erably in 2018, going 8-18-8 and
finishing 10th in the conference.

jmikula@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @jeremymikula

FIRE

‘Let’s raise
a trophy’
next year 
Upbeat Schweinsteiger
re-signs for 3rd season 

By Jeremy Mikula
Chicago Tribune

In a move that creates more
intrigue leading up to Friday’s 7
p.m. deadline for tendering con-
tracts to unsigned players, the
Cubs acquired infielder Ronald
Torreyes from the Yankees for a
player to be named or cash
considerations.

The deal was finalized two
days before the Cubs must decide
whether to tender a contract to
arbitration-eligible shortstop Ad-
dison Russell, who is serving a
40-game suspension for violating
Major League Baseball’s domes-
tic abuse policy and won’t be
eligible to return until May 3.

Backup infielder and pinch-hit
maven Tommy La Stella, like
Torreyes, also is arbitration eligible.

Torreyes, 26, initially joined
the Cubs’ organization in Decem-
ber of 2011 with outfielder Dave
Sappelt and left-hander Travis
Wood from the Reds for left-
hander Sean Marshall.

CUBS

Infield
decision
looming
Acquisition of Torreyes
adds some intrigue 

By Mark Gonzales
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Cubs, Page 4

■ Bulls blow double-digit lead in

116-113 loss to Bucks. Page 3

■ Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton

has been in worse spots. Page 3

BULLS & BLACKHAWKS
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The Hawks woke up Wednesday with a
minus-22 goal differential, tied for worst in
the NHL.

Thank goodness newcomer Dylan
Strome scored a goal in his debut after the
Schmaltz trade, because otherwise the
Hawks would have lost 8-2 instead of 8-3.

So, yeah, I guess you could claim the
Hawks are winning that trade because
Strome saved them from holding the worst
goal differential outright.

Either way, is that how a playoff-ready
roster acts?

By the way, that eight-spot the Hawks
spit up all over themselves marked the most
goals they allowed in the United Center in
almost 12 years, back before they started
winning Cups, back when people would
laugh if you suggested they ever would.

Maybe it’ll get better and it’ll turn out
that Hawks management wasn’t shoveling
it all along. That would be great. I’m here
for the entertainment, but right now it
looks like GroundHawks Day is turning
into GroundHawks Era.

srosenbloom@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @steverosenbloom

Remember when the Blackhawks hired
33-year-old rookie coach Jeremy Colliton
to replace veteran championship coach
Joel Quenneville?

Among other things, general manager
Stan Bowman yammered on about Colliton’s
ability to communicate. Yes. Well. You
would think Colliton would communicate
that getting outscored 11-1 in the Hawks’
last four first periods is no way to start a
game.

The Vegas Golden Knights ran up a 3-0
first-period lead on the Hawks’ ice Tuesday
night, the fourth straight game the Hawks
had trailed at least 2-0 in the first period
and second time in three games they had
trailed 3-0 in less than 20 minutes.

Colliton might want to communicate to
the lads that whatever they’re doing before
taking the ice, stop.

Twice in the last four games, the Hawks
have allowed a goal in the first minute of
play. Against the Knights, they waited until
the third minute. Progress, people. Look at
that epic progress.

“We have to be better from the puck
drop,” Brent Seabrook said. “We just have
to be better. It’s just not acceptable to be
playing the way we’re playing. Starting off
games (like that), obviously that puts us
behind and we’re fighting back the rest of
the game.”

This is a recording.
The players, some of whom own

multiple Stanley Cup rings and should
know better, apparently aren’t preparing
themselves to seize the first period of a
game.

In fact, against the Knights, some of
those bejeweled Hawks were the ones
putting them behind.

On the Knights’ first goal, Duncan Keith
was beaten on a touch pass at the Hawks
blue line that turned a 3-on-2 into a 2-on-1.

Later, Jonathan Toews threw a puck to a
point manned by no defenseman, and after
it skittered to the other end of the ice,
goalie Corey Crawford, from behind his
net, proceeded to give the puck directly to
Alex Tuch, who made it 2-0.

Four minutes after that, Toews, Keith,
Crawford, Patrick Kane and Brandon Saad
were the on-ice spectators as Cody Eakin
made it 3-0 from the most dangerous area
on the ice.

Read my lips: Be ready to do your job
because, jeez, it’s your job.

If this rant sounds familiar, that’s because
it is. That’s what happens when the Hawks
continue to stink for the same reason.

It’s GroundHawks Day.
It has been GroundHawks Day for a

week now.
The morning after Sunday night’s Nick

Schmaltz trade, I wrote that Schmaltz
wasn’t their biggest problem, that being
prepared to win first periods was their
greatest failure lately.

And remains so. Embarrassingly.
Where’s the pride? Where’s the production?
Some people talk about taking it easy on

Colliton as he tries to implement his system
and philosophy. Lay off the guy because
he’s just getting started, goes the spin.

Nope, sorry, can’t do it. Can’t go easy on
the rookie coach because Hawks
management won’t let me. The
organ-I-zation won’t allow for it.

Recall that at the news conference
announcing Quenneville’s firing and Colliton’s
hiring, team President John McDonough
declared Bowman’s roster to be playoff-
ready. That was a reason — maybe THE
reason — they whacked their championship
coach. Playoffs were the expectation.

It’s GroundHawks Day — again
Steve Rosenbloom

The Blackhawks didn’t know what hit them Tuesday night against the Golden Knights. 
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Crossword

ACROSS
1 Curvy letter
4 Inaccurate
9 Made fun of
13 Part of a royal
flush

14 As sore as __
15 Angelou or
Rudolph

16 Sore
17 Merchant
19 Fraternity letter
20 Pauses
21 Part of a knife
22 __ than; besides
24 J. Edgar
Hoover’s agcy.

25 Bar
27 Give a sermon
30 Fess up
31 Sandwich
maker’s need

33 Know-__; ability
35 Hockey score
36 Compensate
37 Actress Delany
38 Isn’t __ to;
probably won’t

39 Bursting at the
__; too full

40 Generous one
41 Wobble
43 Ready for dinner
44 Stewart or Carew
45 Stupid
46 Toss

49 Skate smoothly
51 Spanish article
54 Not easily
restrained

56 Student
summons

57 Egg on
58 Spend foolishly
59 Catch sight of
60 __ away; leaves
61 Follows orders
62 Burro

DOWN
1 Apiece
2 Kid in the next
desk

3 Firmament
4 __ together;
connect securely

5 Detest
6 Thrown for a __;
confused

7 Uses a straw
8 Forest animal
9 Aviator Earhart
10 Family member
11 Observed
12 “How __ you!”;
cry of outrage

13 Jolt
18 Receded
20 Fired a gun
23 Work hard
24 Become
unraveled

25 Heroic narrative
26 Embrace as
one’s own

27 Tiny veggies
28 Constant
29 “__ thy father
and thy mother”

31 Yogi or Boo-Boo
32 Spinning stat
34 Cautious
36 Tall piece of
marsh grass

37 Adams &
Johnson

39 Stores away
40 Sand mound

42 Wears away
43 Trimmed shrubs
45 __ Moore; brand
of canned beef
stew

46 Gangster
47 Sandwich type
48 Hit the ceiling
49 Snatch
50 Misplace
52 Mont Blanc’s
range

53 Devious
55 Deuce
56 “Who Wants to
__ Millionaire”

Solutions
11/29/18By Jacqueline E. Mathews. © 2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. All rights reserved.

How can we expect Fred
Hoiberg to coach a
team when the best
player ignores his play
and runs his own selfish

play at the end of the game?
— Sears Centre Uber, via Twitter

I’m glad I got a couple of questions on
Zach LaVine’s ill-advised 3-pointer near
the end of the loss to the Spurs. The fact
multiple conspiracy theories emanated
from simply a bad choice by LaVine
seemed unnecessary at best and comical
at worst to me. But let’s review the play.
I thought Hoiberg made a nice call
bypassing a timeout. There hadn’t been
a whistle in awhile, so letting the play
happen naturally continued the flow
and perhaps could take advantage of a
fatigued Spurs defense. Also, calling a
timeout could’ve given Gregg Popovich
a chance to substitute his preferred
defensive lineup. It’s true that Hoiberg
wanted LaVine to use Carter’s screen
and attack. LaVine explained his
decision to wave off the screen by saying
he didn’t want to be doubled. In other
words, he wanted to attempt the shot.
Even Hoiberg would have no problem
with LaVine forcing a shot rather than
passing off. He just would’ve preferred
him doing so by trying to get something
on the attack or at the rim. Hoiberg
walked a fine line adroitly with his
postgame comments, getting across his
point that he wanted the attack while
still supporting and showing confidence
in LaVine. As for LaVine, he doubled
down on his decision postgame not 
out of selfishness or spite but out of
confidence. To me, it doesn’t have to be
anything more than an ill-advised
decision by the best offensive option
trying to make a play.

What’s the realistic timeline for Kris
Dunn and Bobby Portis returning? 

— Tristan, Boulder, Colo.

They’re both at around the five-week
mark from an estimated four- to six-
week timeline. Both have started to
participate in noncontact portions of
practices while upping their workout
load. Contact practices are next. I’d say
late next week or the week of Dec. 10 is
when you’ll see them, barring a setback.

ASK THE REPORTER

K.C. JOHNSON 

Shots fired at LaVine
as bad as his decision
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BULLS

get back in the game. Not good
enough. Period.”

Wing man: Hawks coach Jere-
my Colliton put Artem Anisimov
on the wing against the Golden
Knights but said he may move
him back to center for Wednes-
day’s game against the Jets.

“I thought moving him to
wing might be a way to keep him
in the top nine,” Colliton said.
“For me, depth is good. Competi-
tion is good. We can move guys
around according to how they
perform. We’ll continue to tinker
until we find what we think can
help us.”

One-timers: The Hawks are an
NHL-worst 9-for-73 (12.3 per-
cent) on the power play after
failing on two chances against
the Golden Knights. During No-
vember they’ve been even
worse, going 3-for-30 (10 per-
cent). ... Defenseman Henri Joki-
harju, who missed Tuesday’s
game, did not practice Wednes-
day but will be in Winnipeg for
the start of the Hawks’ two-
game trip. Defenseman Connor
Murphy did not make the trip
but participated in practice.

Corey Crawford answers
questions in a deliberate, clear
manner that never leaves you
wondering the point he is trying
to get across.

That was never more clear a
day after Tuesday’s 8-3 loss to
the Golden Knights.

“We got our ass kicked on
home ice,” said Crawford, who
gave up six goals on 30 shots
before getting pulled after two
periods. “That was brutal. That
was terrible. Try and sugarcoat it
with whatever you want, that
was awful.”

After previously allowing just
two goals over three games,
Crawford has given up 14 goals
in eight periods during losses to
the Capitals, Lightning and
Golden Knights. His goals-
against-average has ballooned to
2.98, which would be a career
worst if the season ended today.

Like his teammates, Crawford
doesn’t have answers for why
the Hawks are starting so slow.
He just knows they have to be
better.

“Giving up too many goals too
early the last few games and not
going to win hockey games like
that,” Crawford said. “Simple as
that. Too much to ask your guys
to score that many goals just to

Blackhawks goaltender Corey Crawford reacts after allowing the

Golden Knights’ sixth goal during the second period Tuesday night. 
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Crawford still upset
after humiliating loss
By Jimmy Greenfield
Chicago Tribune

UP NEXT

Blackhawks at Jets

7 p.m. Thursday, NBCSCH 

It’s a fool’s errand
searching Jeremy Colli-
ton’s face for signs the
33-year-old is cracking
under the pressure of
coaching the Blackhawks.

Dig deeper into his psyche
and you’ll come up empty as
well. After all, Colliton already
has faced tougher situations
than trying to return the Hawks
to glory.

When he was head coach of
the Swedish team Mora IK, it
was a second-tier club facing
financial ruin, Colliton recalled.

“My first four games as a
coach I think we won our first
game against the bottom team
and then we got shut out three
games in a row,” Colliton said.
“Didn’t score a goal, so that was
tough. Small town, you can’t get
away from it. And obviously I
was not the easiest pick to go in
there as a head coach. I had
never coached before.

“My second-to-last year we
lost eight in a row in November.
In that situation, we’re a small
club, we were on the edge
financially. That’s pressure. That
was 100 years of history.”

The story illustrates Colliton’s
ability to remain calm even
while Hawks fans are demand-
ing wins. Colliton has stayed true
to his belief that wins will come,
that the process he’s putting in
place takes time and that Tues-
day night’s 8-3 drubbing at the
hands of the Golden Knights was
an exception and not the rule.

Time will sort out whether
Colliton has the Hawks on the
right track, but the Knights are
proof a struggling team can turn

things around on a dime.
They gave up the first
seven goals in a 7-2 loss to
the Flames last week to
drop to 9-12-1. They have
won four straight since,
outscoring their oppo-
nents 19-5.

Of course, the Hawks
didn’t play in the Stanley Cup
Final last year and won’t have an
easy time getting wins on a
difficult two-game trip against
the Jets and Predators.

“I just told the guys today you
get what you deserve over time,”
Colliton said. “And we need to
play better. We have had our
stretches where we’ve been
good, but (Tuesday) was not our
night. You don’t get any more
than you deserve.”

The Hawks haven’t deserved
to win while falling behind 11-1 in
the first period over their last
four games, and Patrick Kane
thinks he knows why.

“We find ourselves in games
kind of relaxing for a couple
seconds here or there,” Kane
said. “I think our effort’s there.
It’s just like we relax for a couple
seconds and and players in this
league are too good, they’re
going to make plays and (all of a
sudden) it’s in the back of your
net. It’s like what happened?”

No matter what happened,
Collition and the Hawks press
on. The debacle against the
Golden Knights is over and there
are 57 games left to play.

“It’s back to work today,”
Colliton said. “We dealt with the
game, looked at some video,
quick meeting, practice, got
something out of practice I
believe. And here we go.”

jgreenfield@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @jcgreenx

BLACKHAWKS

Colliton knows
all about pressure
Coach realizes importance of staying calm,
has had experience with tougher situations 

By Jimmy
GreenfielD
Chicago Tribune

Colliton

MILWAUKEE — As far as Zach
LaVine is concerned, the time for
talking is over.

“You can only say so much
because we keep doing the same
thing over and over again,” LaVine
said of offensive lulls for the
shorthanded Bulls.

It’s time for action.
The Bulls displayed plenty of

that Wednesday night at Fiserv
Forum but ultimately came up on
the short end of yet another
dispiriting loss, this one 116-113.
Khris Middleton took a pass from
Malcolm Brogdon and buried a
3-pointer with 5.2 seconds left
after a mad scramble from Robin
Lopez’s initial defensive stop on
Brook Lopez. The Bulls failed to
corral two loose balls during the
sequence.

"The ball kind of took a funny
hop. It bounced up in the air,”
coach Fred Hoiberg said. “(Eric)
Bledsoe came in and made a great
play, tipping it out to Brogdon."

Justin Holiday then missed a
good look on a tying 3-point
attempt near the buzzer. Holiday
extended his franchise record
with at least one 3-pointer to 33
games but missed eight of 10 from

beyond the arc, including the
potential tying shot.

“I thought for sure it was going
in,” Holiday said. “I’ll shoot it 10
times again if I could.”

Holiday’s streak of six straight
games with at least three 3-
pointer ended. That tied the
franchise record he shares with
him, Craig Hodges and Lauri
Markkanen.

“Justin is shooting at such a
high level,” Hoiberg said. “We’ll
take the looks that he had.”

The Bulls have lost eight of
nine.

Giannis Antetokounmpo
posted 36 points, 11 rebounds and
eight assists to lead the Bucks.
Brogdon added 24 points, includ-
ing making a career-high six
3-pointers without a miss from
that distance.

Jabari Parker and Zach LaVine
each scored 24 points to lead the
Bulls. LaVine’s reverse layup off a
nifty out-of-bounds play by
Hoiberg tied the score with 33.5
seconds left.

After failing to score on Sat-
urday in Minnesota, Ryan Arcidia-
cono scored a career-high 22
points for the second straight
game. He sank a career-high five
3-pointers.

“I’m always a scrappy guy. I
want to be that for our team
because I think that’s something
that we need. And I think that
gives us a spark on a daily basis.
But I’m going to shoot it with
confidence,” Arcidiacono said of

his sudden scoring prowess. “If
they’re going to blitz Zach, there
are open looks for myself and
Justin.”

Antetokounmpo repeatedly
bulled his way into the paint and
dunked over seemingly helpless
defenders, including fouling out
Wendell Carter Jr. with 36 sec-
onds left. The Bucks posted a
56-44 edge in points in the paint.

Robin Lopez outscored his twin
brother Brook for just the third
time in 20 career meetings. Robin
scored a season-high 17 points
with Brook getting 12.

“I love the way we’re compet-
ing,” Hoiberg said. “We did ex-
ecute down the stretch. We just
had that one stretch where we lost
all our movement. When we had
movement, we had a lot of good
looks at the basket.”

For the second visit in 12 days
here, the Bulls hung a 40-point
first-quarter on the Bucks and led
big early. On Nov. 16, they went
from a 22-point lead to 22-point
deficit and lost by 19.

This time, they hung around for
the competitive finish. But it all
merely added up to another stom-
ach-churning loss.

“I’m pretty proud of my team
and how we fought,” Parker said.
“That’s the (second) best team in
the East. And we gave them a run
for their money. One day, we’re
going to get there.”

kcjohnson@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @kcjhoop

The Bucks’ Khris Middleton hits a 3-pointer during the second half in a victory over the Bulls on Wednesday.

MORRRY GASH/AP 

BUCKS 116, BULLS 113

No lead is safe
Bulls surrender
double-digit edge 
in Milwaukee again

By K.C. Johnson
Chicago Tribune

MILWAUKEE — On Wednes-
day, Lauri Markkanen was detail-
ing how his first contact practice
since September went on Tuesday
and how there are plans for him to
undergo another one Friday in
Detroit.

He talked about how he played
and how he envisions his role
fitting in with other offensive-
minded players.

And then he got to the most
important part.

“No pain,” Markkanen said.
“That’s the best part.”

And why Markkanen remains
on track to make his season debut
at some point next week, barring a
setback with the right elbow he
sprained during the first week of
training camp.

“I’m used to being a focal
point,” Markkanen said of his role.
“I don’t know how everything is
going to work out. But I’m excited
to get back to work. I know Zach

(LaVine) has been hot. Have to
keep him going.”

That Markkanen mentioned
LaVine’s hot start is why coach
Fred Hoiberg envisions no issues
whenever Markkanen does re-
turn. Look for Hoiberg to put
those two players in plenty of
screen-and-roll situations to force
defenses to make a choice.

“What he can provide as far as
spacing the floor and the attention
he can draw, I think it’s going to
help everybody,” Hoiberg said.
“Having another skilled player
who can score from all over the
court is very important for what
we’ll be trying to do.”

The good injury news didn’t
stop with Markkanen. Hoiberg
said both Bobby Portis and Kris
Dunn are on track to be cleared for
contact practices next week after
suffering sprained MCLs two days
apart in late October. They both
are working out individually 
and participating in all non-con-
tact portions of practices and
shootarounds.

Missing in action: Hoiberg tried
to summarize what Markkanen’s
absence has meant. The Bulls rank
last in the NBA in offense.

“It was huge,” he said. “You look
at what Lauri did this offseason
and what he did to change his
body and put on the 15 pounds of
muscle and add quickness and
strength and explosiveness. And
to see how he finished last year; he
was playing about 23-24 minutes
at the end of the season and
averaged about 20 points in those
minutes. 

“So he really was figuring out
where to get his production and
what spots on the floor he was
comfortable in. We were really
looking forward to that.”

Best foot forward: Denzel Val-
entine returned to Chicago on
Wednesday after undergoing “left
ankle stabilization” surgery in
Green Bay. 

He’s out for the season and
expected to return to basketball
activities in six months.

BULLS NOTES

Markkanen finally feeling pain free
By K.C. Johnson
Chicago Tribune
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Torreyes never reached higher than
Double A in the Cubs’ organization and
was sold to the Astros in the middle of
the 2013 season. But the 5-foot-8 Torreyes
has ascended during parts of the last
three seasons with the Yankees, batting
.281 and displaying the ability to play
second base, third base and shortstop. 

Torreyes has drawn only 24 walks
while striking out 80 times in 615 plate
appearances with the Dodgers (2015)
and Yankees (2016-18). His best season
occurred in 2017, when he batted .292
with 36 RBIs in 108 games.

Torreyes is one of nine arbitration-
eligible players for the Cubs, who face
the possibility of playing a luxury tax
penalty after next season with more than
$160 million earmarked to signed play-
ers and about $41 million projected for
arbitration players.

Russell is coming off his second
unproductive season, but he coped with
finger and shoulder ailments for nearly
half of 2018.

At 24, Russell still has a chance to
regain the production he displayed in
2016, when he hit 21 home runs and
drove in 95 runs.

But the bigger issue for the Cubs is
whether they are convinced Russell has
completed his rehabilitation and can
assure team officials that he can prevent
domestic abuse incidents from occur-
ring again.

By tendering a contract, the Cubs simply
retain Russell’s rights while negotiating
a salary that could reach $4.3 million,
according to MLBtraderumors.com.

They also could monitor Russell’s
rehab while entertaining interest from
other teams, although Russell’s value
won’t be as high as it was before his
suspension.

La Stella, a left-handed hitter, led the
majors and set a Cubs franchise record
with 24 pinch hits. La Stella is projected
to earn $1.2 million, so his cost is
reasonable while giving manager Joe
Maddon a mid-to-late-inning weapon.

But the Cubs have other pressing
needs, such as another late-inning re-
liever and a productive hitter. With Yu
Darvish ($20 million), Jason Heyward
(20) and Tyler Chatwood (12.5) account-
ing for about one-fourth of the projected
payroll, there’s little wiggle room unless
the Cubs are willing to pay a tax penalty.

mgonzales@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MDGonzales

Torreyes
adds intrigue
Cubs, from Page 1

The White Sox’s rich farm system is
extremely deep with outfielders, and it
doesn’t appear Avisail Garcia is part of the
team’s long-term plans.

They could turn the page as soon as
Friday’s 7 p.m. deadline to tender contracts
to arbitration-eligible players. If they de-
cline to do so, they would lose Garcia with
no compensation.

At first glance, it’s a tempting thought.
The 6-foot-4, 240-pound Garcia coped with
knee and hamstring injuries in 2018 and
played in only 93 games, batting .236 with
an OBP of .281, both career lows. Injuries
and ineffectiveness have plagued him for
most of his five-plus seasons with the Sox.

The Sox also will need to create a spot for
top prospect Eloy Jimenez when they are
ready to promote him from the minors.

Third, Garcia, 27, is projected to earn $8

Manny Machado before maintaining their
rebuilding course. The names of free agents
Bryce Harper and Nelson Cruz persist, but
the Sox likely won’t contend for the playoffs
until 2020, and they have the likes of
outfielders Luis Alexander Basabe, Luis
Robert, Blake Rutherford, Micker Adolfo and
Luis Gonzalez developing in the farm system.

Re-signing Garcia would give the Sox
some insurance in the event they want
Jimenez to spend more time in the minors
until he can’t qualify for a full season of
service time.

But given that the Sox aren’t expected to
contend for an AL Central title in 2019,
Garcia could be viewed as more a luxury
than a necessity.

The Sox’s other arbitration-eligible play-
ers — first baseman Jose Abreu, left-hander
Carlos Rodon, infielders Yolmer Sanchez
and Matt Davidson and infielder-outfielder
Leury Garcia — are too serviceable to
non-tender.

mgonzales@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MDGonzales

million in his final year as an arbitration-
eligible player, according to MLBtraderu-
mors.com.

The Sox could tender Garcia a contract
with the hope he can rekindle his produc-
tion from 2017, when he made the American
League All-Star team and batted .330 with
18 home runs, 80 RBIs and a stunning .392
batting average on balls in play.

But 2017 represents the lone standout
season for Garcia, who was acquired with
high expectations from the Tigers in 2013 as
part of the three-team trade that sent
pitcher Jake Peavy to the Red Sox.

The Sox could try to trade Garcia before
the deadline, but interested teams may wait
to see if they can get him as a free agent if
the Sox don’t tender him a contract.

If Garcia departs via trade before Friday’s
deadline or after as a free agent, the Sox
could insert Daniel Palka in right field,
where he started 40 games as a rookie in
2018. Palka could handle some of those
duties when he’s not serving as the
designated hitter.

Last winter, the Sox pursued All-Star

Outfielder Avisail Garcia’s days with the White Sox could be numbered. If the Sox tender him a contract, he could make $8 million in 2019.
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WHITE SOX

Garcia’s future up in the air
Sox may not tender contract
to oft-injured outfielder

By Mark Gonzales | Chicago Tribune

BASEBALL
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# of elig. entries for each drawing. 1 Grand Prize: 7-night trip for 2 from Chicago to RIU Hotels & Resorts property in Mexico or Caribbean on Apple Vacations Bears Player Fan Trip.
ARV: $3,000. 8 Entry Period Prizes (1 per entry period): 2 tix to 2018 regular season Chicago Bears home game, 1-year Chicago Tribune digital sub & T-shirt. ARV: $250. Entry period
deadlines, Official Rules & specific prizes at chicagotribune.com/monstergiveaway. Sponsor: Chicago Tribune Co., LLC, 160North Stetson, Chicago, IL 60601.

WIN THE ULTIMATE
BEARS GRAND PRIZE
AND TRAVEL WITH YOUR FAVORITE SUPER HEROES!

One grand prize winner will win an all-inclusive trip for two
on the Bears Fan Trip in the spring with Apple Vacations and
Riu Hotels and Resorts. Join some of your favorite Monsters
on a weeklong getaway.

 chicagotribune.com/monstergiveawa

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

ENTERTO

Loyola’s tough night
against Nevada brought
tough news the following
day.

Starting guard Lucas
Williamson will be side-
lined until January with a
broken hand, the Ramblers
announced Wednesday
night. He sustained the in-
jury during Loyola’s 79-65
loss Tuesday night at Gen-
tile Arena to the fifth-ran-
ked Wolf Pack.

The 6-foot-4 Williamson,
a sophomore from Young,
has proved to be a defensive
force and has averaged 8.9
points, 7.1 rebounds and 2.9
assists through seven games
this season.

The injury is reminiscent
of last season, when starting
guard Ben Richardson
broke his hand in mid-
November. Williamson took
his place, and with the
additional playing time to
develop, he became a key
bench player during the
Ramblers’ Final Four run.

“This is a tough blow for
Lucas and for the team but
is a great opportunity for
someone to step up like
Lucas himself did last year
when Ben was injured,”
coach Porter Moser said.

One player likely to see
more minutes now that
Williamson is sidelined is
freshman Cooper Kaifes,
who played 24 minutes and
scored 11 points Tuesday.

sryan@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @sryantribune

LOYOLA

Ramblers
hit with
another
big blow
Williamson out
until January 
with broken hand 

By Shannon Ryan
Chicago Tribune

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

It was the blowout that wasn’t.
Northwestern led Georgia Tech
40-20 at halftime and stretched
that advantage to 28 after a 3-
pointer by Ryan Taylor.

And then something happened.
“All of a sudden you’re like:

What’s going on here?” coach
Chris Collins said.

But Collins knows what hap-
pened — his team got fatigued after
returning from the Wooden Classic
in Fullerton, Calif., where they
played three games in four days.

“I’ll look more at the first 25

minutes, when we were fresh,”
Collins said after his team survived
67-61. “I’m proud of our guys. We
faced game pressure at the end and
found a way to get the win.”

Taylor was the offensive star,
scoring 20 points and making 4 of 9
from 3-point range. 

The Wildcats (6-1) needed al-
most every one. The Yellow Jackets
(4-2) outscored them 39-17 over the
final 16 minutes.

“I saw how tired we were,”
Collins said. “It was a culmination
of three games in four days and
traveling cross-country. Plus we
play really hard. We’re competing
on both ends. That’s the way we
have to play on offense — we cut
hard. That gets you tired too.”

Georgia Tech coach Josh Past-
ner left impressed, saying of North-
western: “I think this is an NC-2A

tournament team again. … They
have really good players, good
chemistry. I’m a huge fan of Chris
Collins and think they will win a lot
of games in Big Ten play.”

Collins’ response?
“Josh and I have been friends for

a long time,” he said. “We support
each other. Those are nice words,
but it’s too early.”

Vic Law had a solid all-around
game with 14 points, nine re-
bounds, four assists and two steals.

“It’s time I step up and do what
we need to do to win,” the
fifth-year senior said. “It’s my time
to do it now. I need to do my job
and do it well.”

Law said the fact the Wildcats
“toughed out” the victory “showed
we can be a really good team.”

“I’ve been here a long time,” he
said. “The free movement (on

offense) and pace of the cuts is
really different.”

Dererk Pardon had 12 points and
10 rebounds.

“Pardon is the key to their team,”
Pastner said. “He’s good, knows
how to use (his) body. Vic Law is an
All-Big Ten type of player, but
Pardon is the head of the snake.”

This marked the third time
Northwestern has faced Georgia
Tech in the Big Ten/ACC Chal-
lenge. Last season the Wildcats
played a brutal offensive game and
lost 52-51.

Northwestern was an eight-
point favorite Wednesday.

“Can we be better?” Collins said.
“Yes, but I love the fact that we are
learning while we are winning.”

tgreenstein@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @TeddyGreenstein

Georgia Tech guard Michael Devoe looks to shoot as he is guarded by Northwestern forward A.J. Turner in the first half Wednesday night in Evanston.

NAM Y. HUH/AP 

NORTHWESTERN 67, GEORGIA TECH 61

Cats get Technical knockout 
Up 28 before running
out of gas, NU holds on
to beat Yellow Jackets 
By Teddy Greenstein
Chicago Tribune
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AUSTIN, Texas — The Texas-Oklahoma
rivalry is never short on bad blood between
the Big 12 border states.

Whether it's “horns down,” Darrell
Royal accusing Barry Switzer of spying or
Brian Bosworth’s critique of vomit-induc-
ing burnt orange, a rivalry that dates to
1900 has more than its share of antics and
lore. And the 114th meeting Saturday — the
second this season and with the Big 12
championship at stake — is well on its way
to producing its own.

Dial back to Oct. 6, when Texas beat
Oklahoma 48-45, a game that showcased
stellar performances from the opposing
quarterbacks. The Longhorns’ Sam
Ehlinger passed for 314 yards, ran for 72
and accounted for five touchdowns, while
the Sooners’ Kyler Murray passed for 304
yards, ran for 92 and also had five total
touchdowns.

It was their meeting on the field after the
game that added a chapter to the simmer-
ing rivalry and brings a new wrinkle to the
rematch. Video clips showed the players
appearing to exchange some unfriendly
words, and Ehlinger patted Murray on the
top of his helmet.

Oklahoma is undefeated since that
game, and Murray is a top Heisman Trophy
contender. He’s also clearly still upset
about whatever was said between the two.
Asked Monday if he respects Ehlinger’s
game, Murray said, “I have no comment.” A
few hours later, Ehlinger tweeted: “Ok.
Cool. Hook’em.”

Ehlinger insisted Tuesday it wasn’t a
message intended for Murray. But did he
tell Murray to “take your loss” after the first
game?

“I don’t remember what I said,”
Ehlinger said with a shrug.

As for the “no comment” from Murray,
“I’d absolutely love to comment on that. I
absolutely respect his game,” Ehlinger said.

Some of his Texas teammates were
happy to jump in.

“I guess ol’ boy don’t like losing,”
defensive end Charles Omenihu said of
Murray. “But he lost, so it is what it is.”

Omenihu has taken shots at Murray
before. 

After sacking him in the first meeting,
Omenihu mimicked a baseball swing for a
home run. Murray has already signed a
professional baseball contract and is ex-
pected to leave football after this season to
start his career with the Oakland A’s.

Omenihu tweeted a photo of the swing
Monday. “I told y’all when I swung it was
450 feet,” he said.

Texas defensive tackle Chris Nelson said
packing the rivalry and Big 12 title into one
game is bound to be wild.

“It’s gonna be a dirty game. It’s gonna be
a dogfight. But I love it, man,” Nelson said.
“You’ll probably see hitting after the
whistle. You’ll probably see a lot of stuff if
you keep your eyes open. But that’s what
we came here for.”

Oklahoma coach Lincoln Riley said he
asked the Big 12 for guidance on whether
his players would be penalized if they flash
the “horns down” hand signal Saturday.
The gesture drew flags for West Virginia
when the Mountaineers played Texas.

“I will make sure it’s fully clear to our
guys what they can and can’t do,” Riley
said.

Of course, telling Oklahoma players they
can’t do it might be the same as asking
them to play while handcuffed. 

The Big 12 on Wednesday reiterated its
position that unsportsmanlike conduct
calls are made at the discretion of game
officials.

The animosity goes back generations.
Royal was a Sooners player in 1947 when

the Longhorns won the Red River Show-
down 34-14, the last year in an eight-year
Texas winning streak. Oklahoma fans were
so incensed by the officiating, they threw
soda bottles and seat cushions on the field.
A car was brought on the field to get the
officials safely out of the stadium.

The series was never hotter than the
dust-up between Royal and Switzer in
1976. Royal was winding down a national
championship coaching career at Texas,
and his on-field success was waning while
the Sooners were on a tear.

Royal accused Switzer of sending spies
to scout the Longhorns and challenged
Switzer, his assistant coach and the alleged
spy to take a polygraph test with a $10,000
reward if they could pass it. Royal also
referred to the Sooners as “sorry bastards.”
That prompted Oklahoma fans to chant
the slogan outside Royal’s Dallas hotel and
during the game, which ended in a tie.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Oklahoma quarterback Kyler Murray will see some familiar faces when the Sooners 

face Texas in the Big 12 Championship Game on Saturday.

COOPER NEILL/AP 

Bad blood
really flowing 
Red River rivalry on bigger
stage in Big 12 title game

By Jim Vertuno | Associated Press

Northern Illinois defensive end Sutton
Smith won the Vern Smith Leadership
Award — given to the Mid-American
Conference’s top player — and earned his
second consecutive MAC Defensive Player
of the Year award as the conference
announced its 2018 honors Wednesday.

Smith, a redshirt junior from St. Charles,
Mo., ranks fourth in the nation with 13
sacks and sixth with 21 tackles for a loss
after leading the country in both categories
last season. He has four forced fumbles,
three fumble recoveries, two blocked punts
and has scored two touchdowns — one on
the return of a punt he blocked and another
on an 85-yard fumble return.

He’s only the third defensive player to
win the Vern Smith honor, joining Central
Michigan linebacker Ray Bentley (1982)
and NIU defensive end Larry English
(2008).

Smith will lead the MAC West champi-
on Huskies into the conference title game
Friday in Detroit against East champ
Buffalo. NIU leads the MAC in total
defense.

He was one of three NIU players to
make the All-MAC first team, joined by
offensive tackle Max Scharping — his third
first-team All-MAC nod — and linebacker
Antonio Jones-Davis.

Five Huskies made the second team —
tailback Tre Harbison, center Luke Shively,
defensive end Josh Corcoran, linebacker
Kyle Pugh and safety Mykelti Williams —
and defensive tackle Jack Heflin was a
third-team selection.

— Chicago Tribune

NORTHERN ILLINOIS

DE Smith named MAC’s top player 

NIU defensive end Sutton Smith ranks

fourth in the nation with 13 sacks.

STEVEN CANNON/AP 



7D Chicago Tribune | Chicago Sports | Section 3 | Thursday, November 29, 2018

SCOREBOARD

THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
Charleston Southern at The Citadel, 6 
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
MAC Championship: 
Buffalo (10-2) vs. 
Northern Illinois (7-5) in Detroit, 6
Pac-12 Championship: 
Utah (9-3) vs. Washington (9-3) 

in Santa Clara, Calif., 7

SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE
SOUTH *-a.m.
La.-Lafayette (7-6) at 

Appalachian State (9-2), 11*
East Carolina (3-8) at NC State (8-3), 11*
Akron (4-7) at South Carolina (6-5), 11*
Marshall (8-3) at Virginia Tech (5-6), 11*
Norfolk St. (4-6) at Liberty (5-6), 1
Drake (7-3) at Iowa St. (7-4), 1
Stanford (7-4) at California (7-4), 2

Big 12 Championship: 
Texas (9-3) vs. Oklahoma (11-1) 

in Arlington, Texas, 11*
Conference USA Championship: 
Ala.Birmingham (9-3) at 

Middle Tennessee (8-4), 12:30
American Athletic Championship:
Memphis (8-4) at UCF (11-0), 2:30
SEC Championship: 
Georgia (11-1) vs. Alabama (12-0) 

in Atlanta, 3
SWAC Championship: 
Southern U. (7-3) at Alcorn St. (8-3), 3:30
Mountain West Championship: 
Fresno St. (10-2) at Boise St. (10-2), 6:45
ACC Championship:
Pittsburgh (7-5) vs. Clemson (12-0) 

in Charlotte, N.C., 7
Big Ten championship:
Northwestern (8-4) vs. Ohio State (11-1) 

in Indianapolis, 7

SATURDAY, DEC. 8
Army vs. Navy in Philadelphia, 2

FCS PLAYOFFS
SECOND ROUND
Jacksonville St. (9-3) at Maine (8-3), 11*
James Madison (9-3) at 

Colgate (9-1), noon
Wofford (9-3) at Kennesaw St. (10-1), 1
Montana State (8-4) at 

North Dakota State (11-0), 2
Duquesne (9-3) at S. Dakota St. (8-2), 2
SE Missouri (9-3) at Weber St. (9-2), 3
Nicholls State (9-3) at 

Eastern Washington (9-2), 4
N. Iowa (7-5) at UC Davis (9-2), 6

DIVISION II PLAYOFFS
QUARTERFINALS
Slippery Rock (11-2) at 

Notre Dame (Ohio) (12-0), 11* 
Ferris State (13-0) at 

Ouachita Baptist (12-0), noon
Lenoir-Rhyne (12-1) at 

Valdosta State (11-0), noon
Tarleton State (12-0) at 

Minnesota-Mankato (12-0), noon

DIVISION III PLAYOFFS
QUARTERFINALS
Muhlenberg (11-1) at 

Mount Union (12-0), 11*
Johns Hopkins (11-1) at RPI (10-1), 11*
St. John's (Minn.) (12-0) at 

Mary Hardin-Baylor (12-0), noon 
Bethel (Minn.) (11-1) at 

Wisconsin-Whitewater (11-0), noon

NAIA PLAYOFFS
SEMIFINALS
Saint Francis (Ind.) (10-2) 

at Morningside (Iowa) (13-0), noon. 
Benedictine (Kan.) (12-1) at 

Kansas Wesleyan (13-0), 1

NBA
pregame.com THURSDAY
at Toronto off Golden State
L.A. Clippers 3 at Sacramento
at L.A. Lakers 41⁄2 Indiana

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
THURSDAY

at UCF 6 Alabama
at Arizona 91⁄2 Ga. Southern
Marist 1 Dartmouth
Albany NY Pk LIU Brooklyn

NHL
THURSDAY

at Winnipeg -214 Blackhawks +194
at Boston -175 N.Y. Islanders +163
at Columbus -131 Minnesota +121
at Ottawa -120 N.Y. Rangers +110
at Tampa Bay -168 Buffalo +158
at Nashville off Arizona off
at Edmonton -150 Los Angeles +140
Las Vegas -160 at Vancouver +150

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
WEEK 14 FRIDAY
Buffalo 3 N Illinois
Washington 5 Utah

SATURDAY
at Mid. Tenn. 1 UAB
at UCF 3 Memphis
Oklahoma 8 Texas
at Appalach. St 161⁄2 La.-Laf.
Alabama 13 Georgia
at Boise St 21⁄2 Fresno St
Clemson 271⁄2 Pittsburgh
Ohio State 14 Northwestern
at NC State 231⁄2 East Carolina
at Virginia Tech 4 Marshall
at S. Carolina 30 Akron
Stanford 3 at California

NFL
WEEK 13 THURSDAY
New Orleans 7 at Dallas

SUNDAY
Bears 41⁄2 at N.Y. Giants
Indianapolis 4 at Jacksonville
at Pittsburgh 31⁄2 L.A. Chargers
Carolina 31⁄2 at Tampa Bay
at Atlanta 1 Baltimore
at Houston 6 Cleveland
at Miami 41⁄2 Buffalo
Denver 5 at Cincinnati
L.A. Rams 10 at Detroit
at Green Bay 14 Arizona
Kansas City 15 at Oakland
at Tennessee 71⁄2 N.Y. Jets
at New England 5 Minnesota
at Seattle 91⁄2 San Fran.

MONDAY
at Philadelphia 61⁄2 Washington

LATEST LINE

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF TOP 25
CFP RK. TEAM AP REC PF PA WEEK 14/NEXT GAME *-A.M.

1. Alabama 1 12-0 588 165 Sat. vs. #4 Georgia, 3
2. Clemson 2 12-0 548 168 Sat. vs. Pittsburgh, 7
3. Notre Dame 3 12-0 405 207 Bowl game TBD
4. Georgia 4 11-1 481 206 Sat. vs. #1 Alabama, 3
5. Oklahoma 5 11-1 604 394 Sat. vs. #14 Texas, 11*
6. Ohio State 6 11-1 520 310 Sat. vs. #21 Northwestern, 7
7. Michigan 8 10-2 442 211 Bowl game TBD
8. UCF 7 11-0 474 214 Sat. vs. Memphis, 2:30
9. Florida 11 9-3 414 245 Bowl game TBD

10. LSU 12T 9-3 381 251 Bowl game TBD
11. Washington 10 9-3 336 198 Fri. vs. #17 Utah, 7
12. Penn State 14 9-3 415 240 Bowl game TBD
13. Washington St. 12T 10-2 460 277 Bowl game TBD
14. Texas 9 9-3 380 302 Sat. vs. #5 Oklahoma, 11*
15. Kentucky 16 9-3 319 195 Bowl game TBD
16. West Virginia 15 8-3 465 292 Bowl game TBD
17. Utah 17 9-3 370 231 Fri. vs. #11 Washington, 7
18. Mississippi St. 20 8-4 349 144 Bowl game TBD
19. Texas A&M 22 8-4 416 316 Bowl game TBD
20. Syracuse 18 9-3 489 333 Bowl game TBD
21. Northwestern 21 8-4 284 260 Sat. vs. #6 Ohio State, 7
22. Boise State 19 10-2 444 268 Sat. vs. #25 Fresno State, 6:45
23. Iowa State 24 7-4 295 246 Sat. vs. Drake, 11*
24. Missouri — 8-4 443 293 Bowl game TBD
25. Fresno State 25 10-2 435 162 Sat. at #22 Boise State, 6:45

CFP-College Football Playoff; AP-Associated Press; PF/A-points for/allowed

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

NBA 

7 p.m. Warriors at Raptors TNT 

9:30 p.m. Clippers at Kings TNT 

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

10:30 a.m. Dartmouth vs. Marist CBSSN 

1 p.m. LIU-Brooklyn vs. Albany CBSSN 

6 p.m. Alabama at Central Florida ESPNU 

WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

5:30 p.m. Georgia Tech at Maryland BTN 

6 p.m. Iowa at Notre Dame ESPN2 

7:30 p.m. Syracuse at Minnesota BTN 

NFL 

7 p.m. Saints at Cowboys FOX-32, NFL Network
WSCR-AM 670 

GOLF 

12:30 p.m. Hero World Challenge Golf Channel 

8:30 p.m. Australian Championship Golf Channel 

2:30 a.m.
(Fri.) 

Mauritius Open Golf Channel 

NHL 

7 p.m. Blackhawks at Jets NBCSN, WGN-AM 720 

MLS PLAYOFFS 

6:30 p.m. Atlanta United at Red Bulls FS1 

8:30 p.m. Timbers at Sporting KC ESPN 

THURSDAY ON TV/RADIO 

ALL-BIG TEN MEDIA OFFENSE
P FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM THIRD TEAM

QB Dwayne Haskins*, OSU Trace McSorley, PSU David Blough, Pur
RB Karan Higdon*, Mich Anthony McFarland, Md. Reggie Corbin, Ill
RB Jonathan Taylor*, Wis Miles Sanders, PSU Devine Ozigbo, Neb
WR Tyler Johnson, Min Stanley Morgan Jr, Neb JD Spielman, Neb
WR Rondale Moore*, Pur Parris Campbell*, OSU K.J. Hill, OSU
C Tyler Biadasz*, Wis Michael Jordan, OSU Keegan Render, Iowa
G Beau Benzschawel*, Wis Nick Allegretti, Illinois Ross Reynolds, Iowa
G Michael Deiter*, Wis Ben Bredeson, Mich Demetrius Knox, OSU
T Isaiah Prince*, OSU Alaric Jackson, Iowa Connor McGovern, PSU
T David Edwards*, Wis Joe Runyan*, Mich Damian Prince, Md
TE T.J. Hockenson, Iowa Noah Fant*, Iowa Brycen Hopkins, Pur

Honorable Mention: ILLINOIS: Alex Palczewski; INDIANA: Brandon Knight, Wes Mar-
tin, Stevie Scott; IOWA: Ihmir Smith-Marsette, Tristan Wirfs; MARYLAND: Derwin
Gray, Brendan Moore; MICHIGAN: Juwann Bushell-Beatty, Zach Gentry, Sean McK-
eon, Michael Onwenu, Shea Patterson, Donovan Peoples-Jones, Cesar Ruiz; MICHI-
GAN STATE: Felton Davis III; MINNESOTA: Blaise Andries, Daniel Faalele, Donnell
Greene, Mohamed Ibrahim, Conner Olson, Jared Weyler; NEBRASKA: Brenden
Jaimes, Adrian Martinez, Boe Wilson; NORTHWESTERN: Cameron Green, Flynn
Nagel, Rashawn Slater, Clayton Thorson; OHIO STATE: J.K. Dobbins, Terry McLaurin,
Thayer Munford, Malcolm Pridgeon; PENN STATE: Pat Freiermuth, Steven Gonzalez,
KJ Hamler; PURDUE: Kirk Barron, Matt McCann, Isaac Zico; RUTGERS: Jonah Jackson;
WISCONSIN: Jake Ferguson.

*-named to Coaches first team

Griese-Brees Quarterback of the Year: Dwayne Haskins, Ohio State
Richter-Howard Receiver of the Year: Rondale Moore, Purdue
Ameche-Dayne Running Back of the Year: Jonathan Taylor, Wisconsin
Kwalick-Clark Tight End of the Year: T.J. Hockenson, Iowa
Rimington-Pace Offensive Lineman of the Year: Michael Deiter, Wisconsin
Smith-Brown Defensive Lineman of the Year: Kenny Willekes, Michigan State
Butkus-Fitzgerald Linebacker of the Year: Devin Bush, Michigan
Tatum-Woodson Defensive Back of the Year: Amani Hooker, Iowa
Bakken-Andersen Kicker of the Year: Chase McLaughlin, Illinois
Eddleman-Fields Punter of the Year: Will Hart, Michigan
Rodgers-Dwight Return Specialist of the Year: Ihmir Smith-Marsette, Iowa

Sportsmanship Award Honorees
ILLINOIS: Nick Allegretti; INDIANA: Jacob Robinson; IOWA: Parker Hesse; MARY-
LAND: Brett Kulka; MICHIGAN: Zach Gentry; MICHIGAN STATE: Khari Willis; MINNE-
SOTA: Blake Cashman; NEBRASKA: Luke Gifford; NORTHWESTERN: Chad Hanaoka;
OHIO STATE: Johnnie Dixon; PENN STATE: Nick Scott; PURDUE: David Blough; RUT-
GERS: Isaiah Wharton; WISCONSIN: Alec Ingold.

NHL

HOW AP MEN’S TOP 25 FARED
1. Gonzaga (7-0) did not play. Next: at Creighton, Saturday. 
2. Kansas (5-0) did not play. Next: vs. Stanford, Saturday. 
3. Duke (6-1) did not play. Next: vs. Stetson, Saturday. 
4. Virginia (7-0) beat No. 24 Maryland 76-71. Next: vs. Morgan State, Monday. 
5. Nevada (7-0) did not play. Next: at Southern Cal, Saturday. 
6. Tennessee (5-1) beat E. Kentucky 95-67. Next: vs. Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, Sunday. 
7. Michigan (7-0) beat No. 11 North Carolina 84-67. Next: vs. No. 19 Purdue, Saturday. 
8. Auburn (6-1) beat Saint Peter’s 99-49. Next: vs. UNC Asheville, Tuesday. 
9. Michigan State (5-2) did not play. Next: at Rutgers, Friday. 

10. Kentucky (6-1) beat Monmouth 90-44. Next: vs. UNC Greensboro, Saturday.
11. North Carolina (6-2) lost to No. 7 Michigan 84-67. Next: vs. UNC Wilmington, Wednesday. 
12. Kansas State (6-0) did not play. Next: at Marquette, Saturday. 
13. Virginia Tech (5-1) did not play. Next: vs. CCSU, Saturday. 
14. Iowa (6-0) did not play. Next: vs. No. 22 Wisconsin, Friday. 
15. Florida State (6-1) beat No. 19 Purdue 73-72. Next: vs. Troy, Monday.
16. Ohio State (6-1) lost to Syracuse 72-62. Next: vs. Minnesota, Sunday.
17. Texas (5-1) did not play. Next: vs. Radford, Friday. 
18. Oregon (4-2) did not play. Next: at Houston, Saturday. 
19. Purdue (5-2) lost to No. 15 Florida State 73-72. Next: at No. 7 Michigan, Saturday.
20. Texas Tech (6-0) did not play. Next: vs. Memphis, Saturday. 
21. Buffalo (5-0) did not play. Next: vs. Milwaukee, Friday. 
22. Wisconsin (6-1) did not play. Next: at No. 14 Iowa, Friday. 
23. Villanova (5-2) did not play. Next: vs. La Salle, Saturday. 
24. Maryland (6-1) lost to No. 4 Virginia 76-71. Next: vs. Penn State, Saturday. 
25. Mississippi State (5-1) did not play. Next: at Dayton, Friday.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

BASEBALL

MLB Players Association: Extended the
contract of executive director Tony
Clark through 2022.
AMERICAN LEAGUE
Baltimore: Assigned SS Engelb Vielma
outright to Norfolk (IL).
New York: Traded INF Ronald Torreyes to
the Cubs for a player to be named or
cash.
NATIONAL LEAGUE
Cubs: Agreed to terms with LHP Kyle
Ryan on a one-year contract. 
Atlanta: Traded LHP Adam McCreery to
the L.A. Dodgers for cash.
Cincinnati: Named Freddie Benavides
bench coach, Delino DeShields first base
coach, Lee Tunnell bullpen coach and
Jeff Pickler game planning & outfield
coach.
Los Angeles: Designated SP Pat Venditte
for assignment. Named Robert Van
Scoyoc hitting coach, Dino Ebel third
base coach, Aaron Bates assistant hit-
ting coach and Chris Gimenez game
planning coach.
Miami: Assigned RHP Ben Meyer out-
right to New Orleans (PCL) and OF Brax-
ton Lee outright to Jacksonville (SL).
FRONTIER LEAGUE
Evansville: Signed LHP Brett Seeburger.
Released INF Toby Thomas and OF Dan-
iel Spignola.
Joliet: Signed 3B Jose Camacho.
Washington: Signed INFs Ryan Cox and
Brett Marr, LHPs Kellen Croce and B.J.
Sabol and RHPs Michael Austin, James
Meeker and Dillon Sunnafrank to con-
tract extensions. Signed INF Nathaniel
Maggio.

BASKETBALL

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
NBA: Announced the retirement of exe-
cutive vice president and chief market-
ing officer Pam El, effective at the end of
December.
Phoenix: Waived G Isaiah Canaan.

FOOTBALL

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
Arizona: Signed DE Cameron Malveaux
from Miami’s practice squad.

Atlanta: Placed DE Derrick Shelby on in-
jured reserve. Signed S Ryan Neal from
the practice squad and RB Jeremy Lang-
ford to the practice squad.
Green Bay: Released LB Korey Toomer.
Placed G Anthony Coyle on the practice
squad/injured list. Signed S Eddie Pleas-
ant. Signed FB Malcolm Johnson to the
practice squad.
Indianapolis: Signed TE Clive Walford.
Miami: Placed WR Jakeem Grant on in-
jured reserve. Signed WR Isaiah Ford
from the practice squad.
N.Y. Jets: Placed G James Carpenter on
injured reserve. Signed OL Ben Braden
from the practice squad and RB Mark
Thompson to the practice squad.
Oakland: Released WR ArDarius Stewart
from the practice squad. Signed LB
James Cowser and WR Johnny Holton to
the practice squad.
Tampa Bay: Signed CB David Rivers from
the practice squad and TE Donnie Erns-
berger to the practice squad.
Washington: Signed LB Josh Carraway
to the practice squad.
CANADIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE
Winnipeg: Agreed to terms with OT Jer-
marcus Hardrick on a one-year contract
extension.

HOCKEY

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
New Jersey: Waived F Jean-Sebastien
Dea.
Philadelphia: Fired assistant general
manager Chris Pryor and assistant
coach Gord Murphy.

SOCCER

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
Fire: Re-signed M Bastian Schwein-
steiger.
D.C. United: Exercised options on M Lu-
ciano Acosta and D Jalen Robinson.

COLLEGE

Georgia Tech: Announced the retire-
ment of football coach Paul Johnson.
McMurry: Announced the resignation of
men’s soccer coach Tyler Tarango.
NYU: Named Jordy S. Paulemon assist-
ant men’s and women’s track and field
coach.
Texas State: Named Jake Spavital foot-
ball coach. 

TRANSACTIONS

NBA

NFC NORTH W L T PCT PF PA

BEARS 8 3 0 .727 317 211
Minnesota 6 4 1 .591 265 246
Green Bay 4 6 1 .409 264 267
Detroit 4 7 0 .364 238 286

NFC EAST W L T PCT PF PA

Dallas 6 5 0 .545 234 213
Washington 6 5 0 .545 220 229
Philadelphia 5 6 0 .455 230 253
N.Y. Giants 3 8 0 .273 237 288

NFC SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA

New Orleans 10 1 0 .909 409 256
Carolina 6 5 0 .545 287 282
Atlanta 4 7 0 .364 280 307
Tampa Bay 4 7 0 .364 294 338

NFC WEST W L T PCT PF PA

L.A. Rams 10 1 0 .909 389 282
Seattle 6 5 0 .545 276 243
Arizona 2 9 0 .182 155 293
San Francisco 2 9 0 .182 239 293

AFC NORTH W L T PCT PF PA

Pittsburgh 7 3 1 .682 316 249
Baltimore 6 5 0 .545 271 198
Cincinnati 5 6 0 .455 276 347
Cleveland 4 6 1 .409 253 283

AFC EAST W L T PCT PF PA

New England 8 3 0 .727 307 249
Miami 5 6 0 .455 223 283
Buffalo 4 7 0 .364 161 272
N.Y. Jets 3 8 0 .273 221 281

AFC SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA

Houston 8 3 0 .727 273 222
Indianapolis 6 5 0 .545 325 273
Tennessee 5 6 0 .455 195 223
Jacksonville 3 8 0 .273 197 243

AFC WEST W L T PCT PF PA

Kansas City 9 2 0 .818 404 294
L.A. Chargers 8 3 0 .727 307 219
Denver 5 6 0 .455 252 252
Oakland 2 9 0 .182 187 327

WEEK 13
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
New Orleans at Dallas, 7:20 (FOX-32)
SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE
Bears at N.Y. Giants, noon (FOX-32)
L.A. Rams at Detroit, noon
Carolina at Tampa Bay, noon
Arizona at Green Bay, noon
Denver at Cincinnati, noon
Baltimore at Atlanta, noon
Cleveland at Houston, noon
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, noon
Buffalo at Miami, noon
N.Y. Jets at Tennessee, 3:05 
Kansas City at Oakland, 3:05 (CBS-2)
San Francisco at Seattle, 3:25 
Minnesota 

at New England, 3:25 (FOX-32)
L.A. Chargers 

at Pittsburgh, 7:20 (NBC-5)
MONDAY’S SCHEDULE
Washington at Philadelphia, 7:15 (ESPN)

WEEK 14
THURSDAY, DEC. 6 
Jacksonville at Tennessee, 7:20
SUNDAY, DEC. 9 
L.A. Rams at Bears, 7:20
New Orleans at Tampa Bay, noon
N.Y. Giants at Washington, noon
Atlanta at Green Bay, noon
Indianapolis at Houston, noon
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, noon
Carolina at Cleveland, noon
New England at Miami, noon
Baltimore at Kansas City, noon
Cincinnati at L.A. Chargers, 3:05 
Denver at San Francisco, 3:05
Detroit at Arizona, 3:25
Philadelphia at Dallas, 3:25
Pittsburgh at Oakland, 3:25
MONDAY, DEC. 10 
Minnesota at Seattle, 7:15

NFL

TEAM THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED 

CALENDAR

@NYG
Noon

FOX-32,
AM-780

@DET
6

WGN-9,
AM-670

@HOU
7

NBCSCH,
AM-670

@IND
6

NBCSCH,
AM-670

@WPG
7

NBCSCH,
AM-720

@NSH
7

WGN-9,
AM-1000

CGY
6

NBCSCH,
AM-720

@ANA
9:30

NBCSCH,
AM-720

HOW AP WOMEN’S TOP 25 FARED
1. Notre Dame (6-0) did not play. Next: vs. No. 14 Iowa, Thursday. 
2. UConn (6-0) beat No. 16 DePaul 99-63. Next: at No. 1 Notre Dame, Sunday. 
3. Oregon (6-0) did not play. Next: vs. Long Beach State, Sunday. 
4. Baylor (6-0) did not play. Next: at No. 18 South Carolina, Sunday. 
5. Louisville (6-0) did not play. Next: vs. Nebraska, Thursday. 
6. Mississippi State (7-0) beat Little Rock 98-63. Next: at No. 10 Texas, Sunday.
7. Maryland (6-0) did not play. Next: vs. Georgia Tech, Thursday. 
8. Stanford (6-0) did not play. Next: at Gonzaga, Sunday. 
9. Oregon State (5-1) did not play. Next: vs. La Salle, Saturday. 

10. Texas (7-0) beat UTSA 98-54. Next: vs. No. 6 Mississippi State, Sunday.
11. Tennessee (5-0) did not play. Next: at Oklahoma State, Sunday. 
12. Syracuse (6-1) did not play. Next: at No. 20 Minnesota, Thursday. 
13. N.C. State (6-0) did not play. Next: vs. Michigan, Thursday. 
14. Iowa (5-1) did not play. Next: at No. 1 Notre Dame, Thursday. 
15. California (6-0) did not play. Next: vs. Cal State Northridge, Sunday.
16. DePaul (4-2) lost to No. 2 UConn 99-63. Next: vs. Temple, Monday. 
17. Texas A&M (4-1) did not play. Next: vs. Lamar, Thursday. 
18. South Carolina (4-3) beat Dayton 65-55. Next: vs. No. 4 Baylor, Sunday.
19. Arizona State (3-2) did not play. Next: vs. Louisiana Tech, Saturday.
20. Minnesota (5-0) did not play. Next: vs. Air Force, Sunday. 
21. Miami (6-1) did not play. Next: at Purdue, Thursday. 
22. Marquette (5-1) beat Milwaukee 83-74. Next: vs. Michigan, Sunday. 
23. Iowa State (5-1) lost to South Dakota 64-59. Next: vs. Arkansas, Sunday. 
24. Drake (7-1) beat Creighton 85-69. Next: vs. Clarke, Tuesday. 
25. Kentucky (8-0) beat Morehead State 87-57. Next: vs. Rhode Island, Thursday.

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS
MEN

MIDWEST 
Akron 86, Alabama St. 54 
Cardinal Stritch 94, Olivet Nazarene 86 
Cornerstone 83, Lawrence Tech 53 
Creighton 98, Montana 72 
DePaul 83, Cleveland St. 73 
Evansville 86, Wyoming 78 
Green Bay 85, N. Illinois 83 
IUPUI 85, Bradley 73 
Illinois St. 92, BYU 89 (OT) 
Kent St. 76, Detroit 72 
Northwestern 67, Georgia Tech 61 
Olivet 78, Carthage 72 
Purdue Fort Wayne 104, E. Illinois 60 
S. Dakota St. 75, UMKC 47 
Toledo 80, N. Alabama 59 
W. Illinois 83, SIU-Edwardsville 58 
Wis.-Eau Claire 68, Wis.-Superior 56 
Xavier 82, Miami (Ohio) 55 
EAST 
Georgetown 90, Richmond 82 
Harvard 73, Holy Cross 62 
Robert Morris 76, Youngstown St. 56 
Saint Joseph’s 89, UIC 75 
Vermont 69, George Washington 53 
SOUTH
Rutgers 57, Miami 54

WEST
UCLA 80, Hawaii 61
Valparaiso 72, UNLV 64

WOMEN

MIDWEST 
Albion 81, Olivet 68 
Ball St. 75, Cincinnati 63 
Bradley 67, E. Illinois 64 
Cardinal Stritch 94, Olivet Nazarene 86 
Drake 85, Creighton 69 
Duke 60, Wisconsin 53 
Duquesne 77, Kent St. 72 
Michigan St. 91, Virginia 66 
N. Illinois 81, N. Dakota St. 63 
Siena Heights 58, Concordia (Mich.) 51 
S. Dakota 64, Iowa St. 59 
W. Michigan 64, E. Kentucky 53 
Wis.-Platteville 76, Luther 61 
Wis.-Superior 77, St. Benedict 52 
Youngstown St. 72, Akron 61 
SOUTH
Auburn 77, Xavier (NO) 58 
Clemson 69, Illinois 67 
Florida Gulf Coast 76, Houston 71 
Georgia 67, Mercer 60 
Indiana 87, Wake Forest 73 
Kentucky 87, Morehead St. 57
Virginia Tech 67, Rutgers 51

MLS CUP PLAYOFFS
CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Eastern Conference
Nov. 25 leg 1: Atlanta 3, New York 0 
Thursday leg 2: at N.Y. Red Bulls, 6:30 
Western Conference
Nov. 25 leg 1: Sporting KC 0, Portland 0 
Thursday leg 2: at Kansas City, 8:30 
MLS CUP, Dec. 8
Semifinals winners, 7

SOCCER

CENTRAL W L OL SOL PT GF GA

Milwaukee 13 6 3 0 29 64 58
Iowa 12 4 3 1 28 73 50
G. Rapids 11 7 0 2 24 63 62
WOLVES 10 7 2 1 23 76 66
Rockford 9 8 1 4 23 53 64
Manitoba 10 9 1 0 21 54 66
Texas 8 8 1 1 18 68 61
San Antonio 8 13 0 0 16 50 63

2 pts for a win, 1 for OT/shootout loss.

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS
Grand Rapids 5, Wolves 2
Toronto at Cleveland, late 
WB/Scranton 3, Hershey 1 
Binghamton 4, Utica 2 
Springfield 5, Bridgeport 2 
Laval 3, Belleville 2
Manitoba 5, San Diego 1
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
Ontario at Bakersfield, 12:30 
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
San Antonio at Grand Rapids, 6 
Syracuse at Cleveland, 6
Utica at Belleville, 6
Charlotte at Providence, 6:05
WB/Scranton at Rochester, 6:05
Lehigh Valley at Laval, 6:30
Texas at Milwaukee, 7
Iowa at Colorado, 8:05
Manitoba at San Diego, 9
Ontario at Stockton, 9

AHL

CENTRAL W L Pct GB

Fort Wayne 4 3 .571 —
Grand Rapids 5 4 .556 —
Canton 4 5 .444 1
WINDY CITY 4 8 .333 21⁄2
Wisconsin 1 9 .100 41⁄2

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS
Canton 111, Agua Caliente 103
Lakeland 109, Grand 94
Delaware 108, Wisconsin 106
South Bay 123, Texas 113
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE 
Windy City at Maine, 6
Raptors at Fort Wayne, 6
Oklahoma City at Rio Grande Valley, 7
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
Lakeland at Grand Rapids, 6
Long Island at Greensboro, 6
Northern Arizona at Sioux Falls, 7
Salt Lake City at Rio Grande Valley, 7
Agua Caliente at Austin, 7:30
Texas at Santa Cruz, 9

NBA G LEAGUE

EASTERN CONFERENCE

ATLANTIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Buffalo 25 17 6 2 36 79 68 9-2-1 8-4-1 6-2-0
Toronto 26 18 8 0 36 93 67 9-5-0 9-3-0 3-2-0
Tampa Bay 25 17 7 1 35 93 71 10-4-0 7-3-1 5-2-0
Boston 24 13 7 4 30 67 59 8-2-0 5-5-4 6-2-1
Montreal 25 11 9 5 27 77 83 6-5-2 5-4-3 2-3-4
Detroit 25 11 11 3 25 72 83 7-5-2 4-6-1 2-5-1
Ottawa 25 10 12 3 23 89 107 7-4-2 3-8-1 5-5-1
Florida 23 9 10 4 22 75 84 4-4-2 5-6-2 2-1-2

METRO GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Washington 24 14 7 3 31 84 74 7-3-2 7-4-1 4-2-1
Columbus 24 14 8 2 30 84 78 6-4-1 8-4-1 3-2-1
N.Y. Rangers 25 13 10 2 28 75 76 10-4-0 3-6-2 2-4-1
Carolina 24 12 9 3 27 65 67 7-4-2 5-5-1 3-3-1
N.Y. Islanders 23 12 9 2 26 72 68 6-3-2 6-6-0 9-2-0
Pittsburgh 24 10 9 5 25 81 80 5-5-2 5-4-3 2-4-1
New Jersey 23 9 10 4 22 68 76 7-1-3 2-9-1 4-3-1
Philadelphia 24 10 12 2 22 72 86 5-7-1 5-5-1 2-3-0

WESTERN CONFERENCE

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Nashville 25 17 7 1 35 83 61 9-4-0 8-3-1 5-2-0
Colorado 25 15 6 4 34 95 70 6-2-2 9-4-2 3-3-0
Minnesota 24 14 8 2 30 78 67 8-3-2 6-5-0 6-3-0
Dallas 26 13 10 3 29 72 70 8-3-1 5-7-2 1-2-1
Winnipeg 23 13 8 2 28 77 66 8-3-2 5-5-0 4-3-0
Chicago 25 9 11 5 23 68 90 5-4-3 4-7-2 4-1-1
St. Louis 23 8 12 3 19 70 77 6-7-1 2-5-2 2-6-3

PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Calgary 25 14 9 2 30 84 73 7-3-2 7-6-0 5-4-0
San Jose 26 12 9 5 29 80 82 8-3-2 4-6-3 4-2-1
Anaheim 27 12 10 5 29 62 77 7-3-5 5-7-0 5-3-2
Vegas 26 13 12 1 27 77 73 7-3-1 6-9-0 6-1-1
Vancouver 27 11 13 3 25 78 96 5-4-1 6-9-2 3-4-1
Edmonton 24 11 11 2 24 65 76 5-4-1 6-7-1 1-3-1
Arizona 23 10 11 2 22 57 65 5-6-1 5-5-1 2-2-1
Los Angeles 24 9 14 1 19 53 75 5-8-1 4-6-0 3-2-1

Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss. Top three teams in each division 
and two wild cards per conference advance to playoffs. through Wednesday

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 
Detroit 4, St. Louis 3
Anaheim 3, Florida 2
Toronto 5, San Jose 3
Dallas 4, Calgary 3 (OT)
Colorado 6, Pittsburgh 3
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE 
Blackhawks at Winnipeg, 7
N.Y. Islanders at Boston, 6 
Minnesota at Columbus, 6 
N.Y. Rangers at Ottawa, 6:30 
Buffalo at Tampa Bay, 6:30 
Arizona at Nashville, 7 
Los Angeles at Edmonton, 8 
Vegas at Vancouver, 9
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
Buffalo at Florida, 6
New Jersey at Washington, 6

Anaheim at Carolina, 6:30
St. Louis at Colorado, 8
Los Angeles at Calgary, 8 

TUESDAY’S RESULTS 
Vegas 8, Blackhawks 3
Ottawa 4, Philadelphia 3
Buffalo 3, San Jose 2 (OT)
Anaheim 3, Tampa Bay 1
Carolina 2, Montreal 1
Pittsburgh 4, Winnipeg 3
Colorado 3, Nashville 2
Arizona 4, Minnesota 3
Edmonton 1, Dallas 0 (OT)
Los Angeles 2, Vancouver 1 (OT)

CALENDAR
Jan. 1: Winter Classic, Boston vs. Black-
hawks, Notre Dame Stadium.

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Toronto 18 4 .818 — 7-3 W-6 9-2 9-2 11-3
Philadelphia 15 8 .652 31⁄2 7-3 W-2 11-1 4-7 11-7
Boston 11 10 .524 61⁄2 4-6 W-1 5-3 6-7 8-5
Brooklyn 8 14 .364 10 2-8 L-4 3-7 5-7 6-5
New York 7 16 .304 111⁄2 3-7 L-2 3-6 4-10 4-12

SOUTHEAST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Charlotte 11 10 .524 — 5-5 W-2 8-3 3-7 11-8
Orlando 10 12 .455 11⁄2 5-5 L-2 6-6 4-6 7-6
Washington 8 13 .381 3 6-4 L-1 6-5 2-8 4-5
Miami 7 13 .350 31⁄2 2-8 L-2 3-8 4-5 5-11
Atlanta 5 17 .227 61⁄2 2-8 L-1 3-7 2-10 4-11

CENTRAL W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Milwaukee 15 6 .714 — 6-4 W-1 11-2 4-4 8-2
Indiana 13 8 .619 2 6-4 W-2 6-4 7-4 8-3
Detroit 11 7 .611 21⁄2 7-3 W-3 7-3 4-4 9-6
Chicago 5 17 .227 101⁄2 2-8 L-4 3-9 2-8 4-9
Cleveland 4 16 .200 101⁄2 3-7 L-2 3-7 1-9 3-10

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Memphis 12 8 .600 — 6-4 L-3 7-3 5-5 8-5
Dallas 10 9 .526 11⁄2 8-2 W-3 8-2 2-7 5-6
New Orleans 11 11 .500 2 5-5 W-1 9-2 2-9 6-7
San Antonio 10 11 .476 21⁄2 3-7 L-1 6-3 4-8 8-7
Houston 9 11 .450 3 5-5 L-4 4-5 5-6 4-8

NORTHWEST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Denver 14 7 .667 — 5-5 W-4 9-3 5-4 9-4
Oklahoma City 13 7 .650 1⁄2 7-3 W-1 8-3 5-4 7-6
Portland 13 8 .619 1 5-5 W-1 8-3 5-5 6-5
Minnesota 11 11 .500 31⁄2 7-3 W-4 9-3 2-8 5-9
Utah 10 12 .455 41⁄2 4-6 W-1 2-6 8-6 7-8

PACIFIC W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF
L.A. Clippers 14 6 .700 — 8-2 W-3 9-1 5-5 9-4
Golden State 15 7 .682 — 5-5 W-3 11-2 4-5 8-6
L.A. Lakers 11 9 .550 3 7-3 L-2 6-4 5-5 8-6
Sacramento 10 10 .500 4 4-6 L-2 5-4 5-6 6-8
Phoenix 4 17 .190 101⁄2 2-8 L-3 3-7 1-10 3-10

through Wednesday 

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS
Milwaukee 116, Bulls 113
Charlotte 108, Atlanta 94
Philadelphia 117, New York 91
Utah 101, Brooklyn 91
Oklahoma City 100, Cleveland 83
Dallas 128, Houston 108
Minnesota 128, San Antonio 89
New Orleans 125, Washington 104
Portland 115, Orlando 112
L.A. Clippers 115, Phoenix 99
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
Golden State at Toronto, 7
Indiana at L.A. Lakers, 9:30 
L.A. Clippers at Sacramento, 9:30
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
Bulls at Detroit, 6 
Cleveland at Boston, 6 
Utah at Charlotte, 6
Washington at Philadelphia, 6 
Memphis at Brooklyn, 6:30 
Atlanta at Oklahoma City, 7
Houston at San Antonio, 7
New Orleans at Miami, 7 
Orlando at Phoenix, 8 
Dallas at L.A. Lakers, 9:30 
Denver at Portland, 9:30 
SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE
Bulls at Houston, 7
Milwaukee at New York, 4
Brooklyn at Washington, 6
Golden State at Detroit, 6
Boston at Minnesota, 7
Toronto at Cleveland, 7
Indiana at Sacramento, 9
TUESDAY’S RESULTS
Detroit 115, New York 108
Atlanta 115, Miami 113
Toronto 122, Memphis 114
Denver 117, L.A. Lakers 85
Indiana 109, Phoenix 104

CALENDAR
Jan. 5 — 10-day contracts can be
signed. 
Jan. 10 — All contracts guaranteed
for rest of season. 
Feb. 7 — Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 
Feb. 17 — NBA All-Star Game, Char-
lotte, N.C. 
April 10 — Regular season ends. 

BUCKS 116, BULLS 113

BULLS MN FG-A FT-A REB A PF PTS

Holiday 40:59 2-10 2-4 2-6 4 2 8
Parker 33:22 9-21 4-7 2-8 5 5 24
Carter Jr. 23:42 3-8 0-0 2-7 3 6 6
Arcidiacono 37:53 6-12 5-5 0-5 4 1 22
LaVine 36:27 8-18 6-6 0-9 7 1 24
R.Lopez 23:08 8-10 1-1 2-5 2 5 17
Payne 16:34 3-4 1-1 0-1 2 2 7
Hutchison 16:26 1-3 0-0 1-3 1 1 2
Harrison 11:28 0-2 3-5 0-1 0 0 3
TOTALS 40-88 22-29 9-45 28 23 113
Pcts: FG .455, FT .759. 3-ptr 11-37, .297 (Arcidiacono
5-9, LaVine 2-6, Parker 2-6, Holiday 2-10, Carter Jr.
0-1, Hutchison 0-1, R.Lopez 0-1, Payne 0-1, Harrison
0-2). Team rebs: 10. Team TO: 11 (11 PTS). Blocks: 3
(Hutchison, LaVine, R.Lopez). TO:11 (Parker 3, Hol-
iday 2, R.Lopez 2, Arcidiacono, Harrison, LaVine,
Payne). Steals: 9 (Arcidiacono 5, Holiday 2, Harri-
son, Hutchison). Tech: R.Lopez, 00:51 1st; coach
Fred Hoiberg, 10:12 2nd; Def3-sec), 00:46 2nd.

MILW. MN FG-A FT-A REB A PF PTS

Antet-knmpo 33:56 14-21 8-12 2-11 8 2 36
Middleton 31:09 6-13 2-3 0-6 4 3 17
B.Lopez 30:21 4-15 2-2 2-5 2 3 12
Bledsoe 28:42 2-3 3-4 2-6 4 2 7
Brogdon 29:17 8-11 2-2 0-5 6 4 24
Connghtn 24:29 3-7 0-0 0-4 3 1 7
Ilyasova 20:19 4-6 1-1 1-6 0 1 9
Snell 16:51 2-7 0-0 0-1 0 2 4
DiVincenzo 13:31 0-3 0-0 1-1 1 3 0
Maker 11:22 0-1 0-0 0-3 1 2 0
Dellavedva 0:00 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0
TOTALS 43-87 18-24 8-48 29 23 116
Pcts: FG .494, FT .750. 3-pointers: 12-35, .343 (Brog-
don 6-6, Middleton 3-6, B.Lopez 2-9, Connaughton
1-4, Ilyasova 0-1, Maker 0-1, Snell 0-2, Antetokoun-
mpo 0-3, DiVincenzo 0-3). Team rebs: 3. Team TO:
12 (9 PTS). Blocks: 8 (B.Lopez 2, Connaughton 2,
Antetokounmpo, Bledsoe, Brogdon, Maker). TO:12
(Antetokounmpo 4, Bledsoe 2, Brogdon 2, Ilyasova
2, B.Lopez, Connaughton). Steals: 6 (DiVincenzo 3,
Antetokounmpo 2, Bledsoe).

BULLS 40 22 27 24 — 113
Milwaukee 30 33 29 24 — 116

Officials: Jason Goldenberg, Sean Wright, 
Nick Buchert A: 16,660.

Kyle Guy scored 18 points as No. 4 Virginia
combined effective outside shooting with its
usual stout defense to slip past 24th-ranked
Maryland 76-71 Wednesday night in College
Park, Md., in the ACC/Big Ten Challenge. 

The Cavaliers (7-0) blew most of a 17-point
lead before making six free throws in the final 37
seconds to hand Maryland (6-1) its first loss. Ty
Jerome scored 17 and De’Andre Hunter had 15 for
Virginia, which improved to 121-35 in nonconfer-
ence games under coach Tony Bennett. 

Guy nailed five 3-pointers and the Cavaliers
went 10-for-22 beyond the arc. Virginia commit-
ted only two turnovers and had assists on 15 of its
28 baskets.

Bruno Fernando had 14 points and 11 re-
bounds, and Anthony Cowan Jr. scored 15 for the
Terrapins. 

After trailing 48-31 with 16:29 left, Maryland
closed to 63-59 before Jerome popped a
3-pointer and Jack Salt added a dunk to quell the
comeback. 

The Terrapins committed 14 turnovers, went
7-for-17 from 3-point range and finished well
below their scoring average of 84.8 points per
game. 

But they shot 54 percent and became the first
team this season to break the 60-point barrier
against the Cavaliers. 

Maryland and Virginia first met in the 1912-13
season and were both members of the ACC
before the Terrapins joined the Big Ten in 2014.
The Cavaliers trail in the series 107-76 but have
won eight of the last nine. 

Ohio State falls: Tyus Battle scored 20 points
and Elijah Hughes added 18 to help Syracuse
upset No. 16 Ohio State 72-62 in the Big Ten/ACC
Challenge in Columbus, Ohio. 

Syracuse improved to 4-2 on the season by
shooting 49 percent from the field and 46 percent
from 3-point land. 

C.J. Jackson had 19 points for Ohio State, and
Kaleb Wesson scored 13 for the Buckeyes (6-1). 

Much of the game was a battle of foul shots, as
the Orange finished with nearly as many
personal fouls (28) as rebounds (29), with
Bourama Sidibe, Frank Howard and Marek
Dolezaj all fouling out. 

But an 11-0 Orange run over 3:24 in the second
half put the game away. 

“I didn't love our defensive effort tonight,”
Ohio State coach Chris Holtmann said. “We had
some good moments, but our team knows we got
beat by a better team tonight. We have to play
better.”

COLLEGE BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

Michigan’s defense 
lives up to its billing 
Associated Press

BASEBALL: The Major League Baseball Players
Association extended the contract of executive
director Tony Clark through 2022. ... The
Athletics have found a location for their new
ballpark, announcing plans to build near Oak-
land’s Jack London Square. ... The Dodgers
acquired LHP Adam McCreery from the Braves
in exchange for cash. 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL: Georgia Tech coach Paul
Johnson is retiring. Johnson, 61, made the
surprising announcement after meeting with his
players. He coached the Yellow Jackets for 11
seasons, compiling a career record of 82-59. ...
Purdue coach Jeff Brohm told athletic director
Mike Bobinski he intends to keep his job with the
Boilermakers rather than go to his alma mater,
Louisville. ... Bowling Green hired Boston
College offensive coordinator Scot Loeffler as its
head coach. ... Texas State hired West Virginia
offensive coordinator Jake Spavital as its head
coach. ... Arkansas State is headed to the Dec. 29
Arizona Bowl as the Sun Belt Conference’s
representative.

OLYMPICS: A delegation from the World
Anti-Doping Agency visited the Moscow labora-
tory at the center of Russia’s doping cover-ups,
seeking data that could lead to more bans for the
country’s top athletes. Russia must provide
computer data from the lab before Dec. 31 or risk
having its national anti-doping agency sus-
pended again, two months after its controversial
reinstatement. With time running out, talks
between WADA and Russian authorities failed to
reach a deal on how to hand over the data. WADA
has found extensive evidence that Russia rou-
tinely falsified drug-testing results, including at
the Sochi Olympics, but must now hope
authorities provide genuine data from past years.
Russia must also submit athletes’ stored samples
for analysis by June 30. 

SOCCER: As four teams advanced to the
Champions League knockout round, last season’s
runner-up Liverpool edged closer to an early exit.
A 2-1 loss at Paris Saint-Germain in the night’s
marquee match was Liverpool’s fifth straight
away defeat in the competition and sparked wild
celebrations in Parc des Princes. Liverpool fell to
third place in Group C. Still, a two-goal win over
current group leader Napoli — which got two
goals from Dries Mertens in beating Red Star
Belgrade 3-1 — in two weeks’ time will send coach
Juergen Klopp’s team into the Round of 16. ...
Atletico Madrid and Borussia Dortmund ensured
they will advance from Group A, and Porto won
Group D with a game to spare with Schalke
advancing as runner-up. Barcelona began the
week as the only team to qualify after four rounds
of games, and was lifted by Lionel Messi’s sixth
goal of the campaign to win 2-1 at PSV
Eindhoven. Tottenham got an 80th-minute goal
from substitute Christian Eriksen to beat Inter
Milan 1-0 at Wembley Stadium and avoid
elimination. ... David Villa, one of the biggest stars
in Major League Soccer, is leaving New York City
FC. The 36-year-old Spanish forward spent four
seasons with the team as its first captain. ... FIFA
says one of its ethics committee judges resigned
after he was investigated for alleged corruption
in Malaysia. Sundra Rajoo was appointed one
year ago after passing an integrity check. He was
arrested last week in an investigation of alleged
financial wrongdoing. 

— Edited from news services

IN BRIEF
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“It will end up probably being
day to day,” Nagy said before
Wednesday’s practice, putting 
the same loose timeline on it that
he used last week when it was
learned Trubisky’s right shoulder
got banged up late in the Nov. 18
victory over the Vikings. “Just
going back to the Khalil (Mack)
and A-Rob thing, it could end up
being a game-time thing.”

Once upon a time, back in
Kevin White’s rookie season, the
wide receiver started out as day to
day before his status eventually
devolved to season to season, but
there’s no reason to believe
anything serious is involved here
as Nagy reiterated the Bears are
confident it’s not a long-term injury.

Mack (right ankle) and
Robinson (groin) each were held
out two games earlier this season
and Nagy referenced them last
week, at least a hint that the Bears
were looking potentially at being
without the quarterback for the
same length of time.

The Bears don’t view the Giants
(3-8) as the kind of walk-over
opponent they can roll without
their starting quarterback. This
isn’t a case of the Bears
contemplating if it’s a good idea 
to hold Trubisky out another
week before their biggest test 
of the season Dec. 9 against 
the Rams at Soldier Field. It’s a
decision involving the training
staff, plain and simple.

“That’s where it’s different for
us, players and coaches, is every
one of these games is just so
important,” Nagy said. “Give me
everybody. I want everybody out
there and I don’t care what the
situation is. If you start doing 
that (holding players out while
looking ahead), you’re going to be
in trouble, and that’s not
something we’re going to do.”

The upside for the Bears is that
Daniel already has proved he can
go on the road and win. He did
that against the Lions without
getting starter reps in a single
practice during the condensed
holiday week. Now he will have

the benefit of practice time with
some players he hasn’t worked
with consistently since preseason.

Nagy said the “arrow’s up” for
Trubisky this week, but whether
that means he sees any action in
Thursday’s practice remains to be
seen. In more ways than one,
though, the coach made it clear
the decision is based on
Trubisky’s shoulder, and the
team’s confidence in Daniel isn’t a
factor in the equation.

“It helps to have that,” Nagy
said. “That decision isn’t made
because of that. We’re going to do
what’s best for Mitch. We’re going
to do what’s best for us. And then
once we know where that’s at,
then we’ll be able to judge that
and then you know get ’em both
ready, both prepared mentally
and then physically as well.”

The Bears don’t need Daniel to
beat the Giants. They need him to
be efficient and not turn the ball
over and let the defense do the
heavy lifting against a team that is
1-4 at home. There’s nothing
complicated about what the

Bears need Daniel to do and he
proved he could deliver against
the Lions, completing 27 of 37
passes for 230 yards, two
touchdowns and no turnovers,
proving he’s worthy of the two-
year, $10 million investment the
Bears made in him.

While a lot of backup
quarterbacks can be Capt.
Checkdown, especially when
they’re just getting acclimated,
Daniel wasn’t that. He was
7-for-11 on passes that traveled 10
or more yards in the air beyond
the line of scrimmage for 113
yards and two touchdowns.

If Daniel runs the offense,
which he knows inside and out
from his work with Nagy in
Kansas City, the Bears should be
well-positioned against the Giants.

“A defense like ours that gets
you turnovers and gets you two to
three extra possessions a game,
you’re going to win a lot of games
like that,” Daniel said.

bmbiggs@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @BradBiggs

Signs again pointing to Daniel as starting QB
Biggs, from Page 1

Baker Mayfield won’t back
down, won’t change. Not for Hue
Jackson or critics or anyone. 

Don’t bother telling the
Browns’ rookie quarterback
how he should act. He’s not
listening. 

“I’m not a cookie-cutter
quarterback,” Mayfield said.
“Never have been, never will
be.” 

Mayfield said Wednesday he
doesn’t regret calling former
Browns coach Jackson “fake”
and promised to stay true to
himself. 

After throwing four touch-
down passes and leading the
Browns to a 35-20 win on
Sunday in Cincinnati, Mayfield
was cool toward Jackson when
they met on the field and then
said he was unhappy with the
coach’s decision to take a job
with the Bengals, a division
rival, just weeks after he was
fired by the Browns. 

“People took it as me per-
sonally attacking Hue, but
that’s not it,” he said. “It’s the
fact that I get to have my own
opinion and he gets to do what
he wants. ... I didn’t like the
(Jackson) move and people don’t
have to care. I’m not looking for
anybody’s approval.” 

Mayfield says he’ll deal with
detractors the way he always
has. 

“I have an opinion ... but the
most important thing is me
doing my job and I can manage
both,” he said. 

Reid’s testing fatigue: Eric
Reid said he’s being targeted by
the NFL because of his pend-
ing collusion case after being
drug tested five times since
signing with the Panthers on
Sept. 27. 

NFL drug screenings are
random, but the Panthers safe-
ty said this year for him it has
been “excessive.” He said in a
normal 17-week season he’s
tested “maybe twice.” 

Reid believes the extra tests
are related to fallout from his
collusion case against the NFL
which alleges owners con-
spired to keep him out of the
league because of his decision
to kneel during the national
anthem. 

Reid said he doesn’t have
anything to hide since he’s
never failed a drug test, but he
added it needs to be talked
about because “it’s like stop-
and-frisk — it’s just wrong.” 

Extra points: The Jaguars
could be without CB Jalen
Ramsey against the Colts.
Coach Doug Marrone said he
has a “high level of concern”
regarding Ramsey’s availabili-
ty. Ramsey missed practice
because of a knee injury. ... The
Falcons placed DE Derrick
Shelby on injured reserve with
a groin injury. He is the Fal-
cons’ seventh former starter to
land on IR. ... Jaguars RB
Leonard Fournette’s appeal of
a one-game suspension for
fighting was denied. ... The Jets
placed LG James Carpenter on
injured reserve with a shoulder
injury, ending his season. Car-
penter had started 58 straight
games. 

Browns quarterback Baker

Mayfield called former 

coach Hue Jackson “fake.”

FRANK VICTORES/AP 
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Mayfield
stands by
comments 
Associated Press

SAM FARMER’S
THURSDAY NIGHT PICK
Saints (10-1) at Cowboys (6-5)
7:20 p.m.

FOX-32, NFL Network

Saints by 71⁄2 (O/U 52)

The Cowboys are playing well

but not well enough to beat

the Saints. The Saints are

on track for the No. 1 seed …

though a stumble is 

always possible. 

Saints 31, Cowboys 21

Aaron Lynch spent his Thanks-
giving at home with his family,
watching the Bears beat the Lions
on TV.

The Bears outside linebacker
didn’t travel with the team to
Detroit as he recovered from a
concussion suffered in the victory
over the Vikings. And while he
had fun watching the Bears come
through in their fifth straight
victory, he said he felt “weird” not
being on the field.

“It’s hard, definitely when
you’re on a roll as a team, but my
body comes first,” Lynch said.

If there’s a silver lining to Lynch
missing nearly two full games
with what he said was his third
concussion, it’s that his body was
well-rested when he returned to
practice Wednesday to prepare
for the Giants. Tight end Adam
Shaheen, who also suffered a
concussion against the Vikings,
also was back at practice Wednesday.

“It’s unfortunate for how I got
my rest, but it plays a big role on
my end and the team’s end
because I’ll be fresh,” said Lynch,
who has three sacks and an
interception this season.

It would be a good time to have
the Bears’ edge-rushing group
back to full strength.

Without Lynch to rotate in,
Leonard Floyd played 94 percent
of the defense’s snaps and Khalil
Mack played 89 percent. The
Bears recorded two sacks against
Lions quarterback Matthew
Stafford, by inside linebacker
Roquan Smith and safety Deon
Bush.

Now they will face a Giants
offensive line that has allowed
quarterback Eli Manning to be
sacked 38 times this season. That’s
tied with Cowboys quarterback
Dak Prescott for the most sacks in
the NFL this season, and one off
Manning’s career high for a season. 

“It makes us hungry, like, ‘Oh,
we get to go get somebody who is
sacked a lot,’ ” Lynch said. “But we
know they’re going to do things
like the Lions did last week to keep
guys from getting to the quarter-
back. They’re going to have their
ways to try to stop us. We’re going
to have to keep going after him.”

Up to speed: Bears quarterback
Mitch Trubisky was limited in
practice Wednesday with a right
shoulder injury, while defensive
end Akiem Hicks (Achilles ten-
don), running back Benny Cun-
ningham (ankle) and cornerback
Sherrick McManis (hamstring)
didn’t practice.

If Trubisky can’t play again this
week against the Giants, backup
Chase Daniel hopes a full week of
practice will help him improve
upon his performance in his first
start in four years.

Because of the short turn-
around between Sunday and
Thursday games last week, Daniel
didn’t take a full-speed practice
rep. He thinks he should be able to
find a better rhythm this time
around.

“It’ll be good, to actually get
some timing down with the re-
ceivers and tight ends and running
backs, although I thought it was
pretty good last week, too, for not
really taking a full-speed rep all
week,” Daniel said. “There’s al-
ways stuff you can grow on. I’m a
perfectionist, so what I try to do is
look at the negatives of the game
and try to improve on it. 

“And there were 10 incomple-
tions. Some of those should have
been completions. Four sacks —
too many — those were all on me.” 

Giants coach Pat Shurmur said
Daniel played a “very efficient”
game against the Lions.

“He has a real good knowledge
of what they try to do,” he said.
“He was able to execute at a high
level. 

“He played a gritty game that
contributed to the win.”

Staying serious: Despite their
3-8 record, the Giants have kept
the score close in a lot of their losses.
That’s a message Bears coach Matt
Nagy is emphasizing to his team
this week. The Giants have lost
four games by five points or fewer. 

But Nagy also said he is not
concerned about his group letting
up after winning three NFC North
games in 12 days. He said the
Bears could have let up because of
their short practice week last

week and didn’t.
“That teaches me who they are,

and they’re grown men who
understand where we’re at now,”
Nagy said. “They take this game
very seriously. They understand
they need to be professionals.
Right now we have put ourselves
in this spot, and it’s my job to make
sure that we stay in it.”

ckane@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @ChiTribKane

BEARS NOTES

‘Fresh’ Lynch rarin’ to go 
Linebacker recovers
from concussion, eager
to test Giants’ O-line 
By Colleen Kane
Chicago Tribune

Linebacker Aaron Lynch lowers the boom on Seahawks running back Mike Davis at Soldier Field on Sept. 17. 

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

BEARS
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ATHENS, Ga. — As soon as Tua
Tagovailoa let go of the pass, the
one that ended the national cham-
pionship game in the blink of an
eye, Georgia has wanted another
shot at Alabama. 

Oh sure, the Bulldogs tried to
play it cool. They insisted that it
didn’t do any good to dwell on
such a bitter disappointment.
Learn from it and move on. 

Even after both teams clinched
their spots in the Southeastern
Conference championship game
with a month to spare, Georgia’s
players wouldn’t get drawn into
any discussion about the Crimson
Tide. 

Well, now they can talk about it. 
The rematch is here. 
“I didn’t come back this year to

not be here,” said senior defensive
end Jonathan Ledbetter, who
passed on a chance to enter the
NFL draft. “We had unfinished
business. We intend to go ahead
and handle that.” 

In what amounts to a play-in
game for a spot in the College
Football Playoff, No. 4 Georgia
(11-1) gets another shot at top-
ranked Alabama (12-0) in Sat-
urday’s SEC championship game
at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in
Atlanta — the very same place
where the Tide won its national
title last January, overcoming a
13-point deficit to beat the Bull-
dogs 26-23 in overtime . 

A do-over has seemingly been
in the cards ever since that
dramatic night. 

With Nick Saban guiding Ala-
bama and protege Kirby Smart
running things at Georgia, these
talent-rich programs were heavily
favored to win their respective
divisions and largely lived up to
expectations. 

In fact, the Crimson Tide could
go down as one of the greatest
teams in college football history by
winning out. No one has come
close to beating B̀ama, its average
margin of victory a staggering 35
points a game. 

Tagovailoa is heavily favored to
claim the Heisman Trophy, guid-
ing what can only be viewed as a
nightmare scenario for Saban’s
opponents: a team that has always
been among the best in the nation
defensively running up and down
the field with a fun-and-gun

offense. Alabama is averaging 49
points a game, twice dropping
more than 60 and putting up at
least 50 six other times. 

“They’ve got a great team. I
don’t think anybody would argue
that,” Smart said. “They’ve got
very few deficiencies in any area, a
talented quarterback, explosive
offense, and the first thing you
notice when they turn the tape on
is how fast and how much they
score. They play some good teams
in our conference, and they still
score a lot of points.” 

Georgia slipped up once, losing
36-16 at LSU in mid-October, but
romped past everyone else. The
Bulldogs have scored at least 40
points in seven games, with an
average margin of nearly 27 points
in those 11 victories. 

“They’ve got an extremely tal-
ented team. We respect that,”
Smart said. “But we also have a
good football team. Our kids take a
lot of pride in their performance.” 

The Bulldogs certainly gave
Alabama all it could handle in the
last meeting. 

Georgia dominated the first
half, going to the locker room with
a 13-0 lead that prompted Saban to
make a decision that would go
down as one of the best in his long,
celebrated career. The coach
benched Jalen Hurts, the quarter-
back who led the Tide to a pair of
national championship games,
and brought in Tagovailoa, a
touted freshman whose college
experience to that point was
limited largely to mop-up roles. 

The left-handed Hawaiian

threw three touchdown passes,
including a 41-yarder to Devonta
Smith that ended the game after
Georgia started overtime with a
field goal. Making that play even
more galling for the Bulldogs, they
sacked Tagovailoa on Alabama’s
first offensive play to leave the
Tide in a second-and-26 hole.
Then, a busted coverage allowed
Smith to break free behind the
secondary . The touchdown
looked downright easy. 

“That game came down to
more than just that,” Smart in-
sisted. “I mean, that’s just what
people remember the most. When
we teach that coverage, we teach it
the same way we taught it before.
We just hope that we do a better
job of executing it.” 

Saban knew if his team reached
the SEC championship game —
remember, the Tide missed out a
year ago after losing to Auburn in
its regular-season finale — there
was a very good chance that
Georgia would be the opponent.
The Bulldogs are actually the
reigning conference champions,
but Alabama has the title that
really matters. 

“They have been a pretty domi-
nant team all season long,” Saban
said. “I really thought that, in
playing Georgia last year and
knowing the kind of players they
had coming back and the job they
do there and the job that Kirby
does with his entire staff, that they
would have an excellent chance to
come back to this game.” 

Alabama remains the team ev-
eryone is chasing. 

Saban has set an almost impos-
sibly high template during his
dozen seasons in Tuscaloosa,
claiming five national titles and
becoming the only team to earn a
spot in the College Football Play-
off during each of its first four
seasons. 

“Everybody in this business is
striving for greatness,” Georgia
quarterback Jake Fromm said.
“They’re a great example. Every-
body is kind of striving for that.” 

GEORGIA GETS GAME
IT WANTED ALL ALONG

By Paul Newberry
Associated Press

Georgia head coach Kirby Smart, center, takes the field before the College Football Playoff National Championship game against Alabama in January. Neither No. 1 Alabama nor No. 4

Georgia is anxiously awaiting their playoff fates this season, but whoever wins the Southeastern Conference championship game is definitely in the playoffs. 

AJ REYNOLDS/AP 

“They’ve got an extremely talented team. We respect that.
But we also have a good football team. Our kids take a lot of pride in their performance.” 

—Georgia coach Kirby Smart on facing Alabama in the SEC championship game

Georgia's Jake Fromm, right, and Jonathan Ledbetter, center, react after a 26-23 overtime loss to Alabama in

national championship game in Atlanta. The two teams face each other in the SEC title game in Atlanta.

CURTIS COMPTON/AP 

Bulldogs meet
Alabama in SEC
championship
game, a rematch 
with ‘unfinished
business’ in mind
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H
enrik and Daniel
Sedin were Vancouver
mainstays for 18 years,
and while it was Hen-

rik who formally wore the ‘C’ on
his chest as the team captain for
eight seasons, the two shared the
privilege and the burden of being
the twin faces of the Canucks. In
a first season without them,
Vancouver general manager Jim
Benning just didn’t think his
young, rebuilding team was
completely ready to replace
them, and he didn’t feel it was
right to make one player the
public voice of the locker room
just yet. Rather than award one
player a ‘C’ so soon after the
Sedins’ retirement, four players
— Alex Edler, Bo Horvat, Bran-
don Sutter and Chris Tanev —
wear an ‘A’ as assistant captains,
sharing a leadership responsibil-
ity that can often be too heavy for
one player alone.

“Being a Canadian team in a
Canadian marketplace, I feel that
there’s a lot of extra responsibil-
ity on a captain,” Benning said.
“We have a lot of good veteran
leadership in our group, and we
felt like we’re going to just go
with the assistant captains this
year and let Bo [Horvat] keep
developing as a player so he
doesn’t have to bear that respon-
sibility all on his own.”

There’s always been a mys-
tique around the captaincy in the
NHL. Practically, it’s the captain
who often converses with the
referees in-game, but it’s also the
captain who often faces the
brunt of the media scrutiny, a
pressure that’s magnified if he or
the team is not performing well.
A handful of players might have a
‘C’ on their jersey in the NFL, the
NBA did away with the uniform
distinction in 2011 and most
MLB teams don’t have a captain.
But traditionally in hockey, just
one player is considered the
captain, while others might wear
an ‘A’ denoting an assistant or
alternate captain. While the post
is considered sacred by some,
more NHL teams are opting not
to name a captain, or at least take
their time doing so.

Six NHL teams — Detroit,
Ottawa, Toronto, Vancouver,
Vegas and the New York Rangers
— are currently without one, and
last season, four teams didn’t
have captains; the Hurricanes
had co-captains, which the team
changed this offseason in favor of
awarding Justin Williams the ‘C’,
despite him approaching unre-
stricted free agency at the end of
this season. 

With several tradition-rich
teams from the NHL’s Original
Six among the group embracing
a captain-less season, could the
sport one day go the way of oth-
ers and do away with awarding
one player a “C”?

Vegas, the upstart of the group,
however, may be the best exam-
ple of why having a captain
might be overrated. The Golden
Knights didn’t want to force one
person into the captaincy in their
inaugural season, when players
were still getting to know each
other after an expansion draft.
After a surprising run to the
Stanley Cup Final, their philoso-
phy in their second season is that
they have “23 captains.”

“Last year, it was a different
situation than any of us had ever
been in before, so we needed 23
different leaders to be able to
come together and build as a
team,” forward Reilly Smith said.
“I think we kind of just roll that
over into this year and try to
work in a similar attitude and a
similar mind-set where it takes
all of us. Right now, on NHL
teams, there’s not one guy in the
locker rooms who makes all of
the rules anyway.”

To Smith’s point, most NHL
locker room’s have some sort of a
leadership council in place, and
that helps alleviate some of the
burden from a lone captain. But
speaking to his role as the Car-
olina Hurricanes’ captain,
Williams referenced the impor-
tance of having a clear repre-
sentative of the locker room.

“People want your opinion on
a lot of things because you’re
essentially the voice of the play-

ers within the dressing room,”
Williams said. “And nowadays,
the players’ voices mean a lot
more than they did 10 years ago.
Usually, it was just, ‘We’re doing
it this way,’ without any advice.
Now it’s a little bit different. The
players’ voices matter, and
coaches and management, they
listen to that. . . .

“If anything, I think other
sports will come toward us. I
think it’s a very solid foundation.
It’s something that people really
essentially work for. People as-
pire to be leaders. It’s an awe-
some thing, and I don’t see that
going away anytime ever.”

Some teams award the ‘C’ to
their best player and face of the
franchise, as the Washington
Capitals did with Alex Ovechkin
in 2010 and the Edmonton Oilers

with Connor McDavid in 2016,
when he was just 19. 

Among the most popular top-
ics in Toronto this summer was
who of the Maple Leafs’ two best
players would ultimately be
named the captain: Auston
Matthews or John Tavares? The
answer was neither. The team is
punting for now, choosing to go
without a captain this season.
Such a move figures to alleviate
some of the weight for those
players in an already pressure-
packed, championship-starved
market.

“Of course, there’s pressure,”
Ovechkin said. “You try to be a
leader on the ice and off the ice.
But I think I learned a lot from
previous leaders. The team has
to help you a lot as well because
I’m pretty sure lots of young guys

became captains on their teams,
and experienced guys helped
them a lot. I had the same thing.
... Through all those years, I had
help from more experienced
guys.

“The first year, it was totally
different than now. Obviously,
my [English] language was not
that good, and sometimes if I
wanted to say something, it was
hard to do that. But through all
those years, I learned a lot.”

Two years ago, the Florida
Panthers made Derek MacKen-
zie, a career fourth-line forward
who’d never scored more than
nine goals in a season, their cap-
tain because he set a good exam-
ple in the locker room. 

But then Florida took the
unusual step of having MacKen-
zie pass the torch to talented

center Aleksander Barkov before
this season, though MacKenzie
remains on the team. Asked
about how the transition to the
new role is going, the 23 year-old
Barkov said it’s “nothing special,”
crediting a group of veterans for
helping guide the team’s younger
players.

Benning is hopeful the same
thing is happening in Vancou-
ver’s locker room, just without
the “C” stitched onto any jerseys
for the time being.

“We want our young players to
concentrate on playing and doing
the things that they need to do to
be successful in the league and
not having to worry about talking
to the media every day about the
team,” Benning said. “It distracts
them from developing as players,
and we don’t want to do that.”

‘A’ new method

Canucks defenseman Alexander Edler. 

KARL B DEBLAKER/AP 

Canucks center Bo Horvat.

ETHAN MILLER/GETTY-AFP 

Canucks center Brandon Sutter. 

RICK SCUTERI/AP 

Canucks defenseman Chris Tanev. 

RICH LAM/GETTY-AFP

Tradition-rich NHL teams are no longer giving players the ‘C’ designation. When Henrik Sedin
retired from the Canucks after 18 seasons, the franchise — that rather than designate a singular
captain — opted for four to share the mantle: Alex Edler, Bo Horvat, Brandon Sutter and Chris Tanev

By Isabelle Khurshudyan 
Washington Post
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The most beloved cartoon
sponge of a generation spent most
of his life in a pineapple under the
sea, but he was born in a marine
biology institute in Dana Point,
Calif., in 1989.

He was just Bob the Sponge
then, an actual sea sponge with
cool black shades and a shimmer-
ing smile. Bob the Sponge had no
arms or legs. In his early days, he
was only a talking blob, floating in
the top corner of a comic book
and narrating the shenanigans of

an intertidal pool, an ocean hab-
itat home to millions of sea cre-
atures.

“You are about to embark on a
journey into one of the most

incredible
ecosystems on
this planet...
the Intertidal
Zone!” Bob
says in the
comic’s open-
ing frame.

It was a
world created
by Stephen
Hillenburg, an

imaginative marine biologist
equipped with a fresh college
degree in marine resources and a
love for film and illustration. He
made the comic book while work-

ing as an instructor and staff artist
at the Orange County Marine
Institute in Dana Point to teach
kids about the diversity of the
intertidal pools in an entertaining
way.

For a time, Hillenburg’s comic
book creation existed only inside
a pamphlet for kids. But within a
decade, Hillenburg would trans-
form it into one of the greatest TV
cartoons of the new millennium,
trading Bob the Sponge for
SpongeBob SquarePants, the
Intertidal Zone for Bikini Bottom,
and charming millions of kids and
adults alike into falling in love
with a nerdy, neurotic, obnox-
iously good-natured, burger-
flipping sponge. SpongeBob also 

A SpongeBob SquarePants balloon floats through Times Square during

the 2010 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York. 

PAUL GOGUEN/BLOOMBERG 

SpongeBob’s incredible journey
From ‘Bob the Sponge’
in a marine institute’s
comic to global stardom
By Meagan Flynn
The Washington Post

Turn to SpongeBob, Page 5

Hillenburg 

Rachel Ramirez, the society’s cura-
tor, says, “I wouldn’t let my own child
play on it.”

And you shouldn’t either.
Playground equipment gets in-

spected often, even in autumn, because
playgrounds, as much as we see them
as warm-weather spaces, transcend
season. But this jungle gym is different.
It transcends inspection. It looks as if it
were built to remind a child to be cau-
tious, to stop and think and pay atten-
tion to what he or she is doing — ac-
tions do have consequences! — and yet,
on the other hand, wink, wink, fortune
does favor the daring ...

So neighborhood kids climb on it;
they’re not supposed to, but this jungle
gym is hard to deny. Its influence is felt
in the 22-foot treetop climb at the
Lincoln Park Zoo, in the sky-high slides
at Maggie Daley Park, in the swoops of
monkey bars once planted into subur-
ban concrete. Its legacy can be seen in

the colorful pre-Target, postwar play-
ground creations at the Milwaukee Art
Museum’s latest exhibit, “Serious Play:
Design in Midcentury America.” And
though it may lack a marker or plaque
from the Winnetka Historical Society,
it, too, is a museum piece.

It is the first jungle gym.
The very first.
For a century, hard steel jungle gyms

and their bright plastic playground
offspring have been neighborhood
fixtures, as ubiquitous and unseen as
mailboxes and squirrels. You likely
never thought that someone actually
invented the jungle gym. But that
someone was Sebastian Hinton, a Chi-
cago patent attorney with a love for
math and a history of mental health
issues. His story takes a dark turn. His
famous creation, though, was so suc-
cessful you can trace the rise, decline
and future of the neighborhood play-
ground in it. Because the story of the

jungle gym is the story of why we cre-
ated playgrounds in the first place, why
we remade them as cushioned, cod-
dling spaces and, counterintuitive as it
sounds, why playground designers are
now eager to install a little “calculated
risk.”

Hinton was too.
In his 1920 patent application for a

“climbing structure,” he admitted
climbing equipment was “somewhat
dangerous.” But his invention was as
natural as a jungle. It would harness
“the monkey instinct strong in all hu-
man beings and perhaps more clearly
displayed in children.” The upper layer
of bars would serve as “the forest top”;
from there, a child could “climb from
one side to the other, without touching
the ground.” He believed in the primi-
tive instinct of children to learn from
their bruises, and push their luck.

What could go wrong?

Outside the fence of play:ground-
NYC on Governors Island, there is a
handmade sign that asks parents to
relax, if only for a moment, to breathe
and let go: “Your kids will be fine with-
out you.” A child made the sign while
playing at play:groundNYC, using
wood and paint. Another sign reads:
“Bye Mom, Bye Dad.” The space was
founded three years ago by Rebecca
Faulkner, a London native who was
inspired by her father’s memories of

playing in the rubble of a post-Blitz
England. It is, at a glance, a mess of
spare tires and scrap wood, crates and
fabrics. It is also one of the most cele-
brated possibilities for the playground
of the future — an empty lot full of tools
and nails and stray material waiting to
be assembled into whatever a kid
might imagine.

For the past three years, it has aver-
aged about 10,000 children a year —
and only children. The space has four
adult play supervisors at all times and
caps admission to 45 kids at a time, but
also, parents sign liability waivers and
are not allowed inside.

“I think 99 percent of them watch
from the fence,” Faulkner said. “They
see the tools, they get nervous. I walk
up to them and say: ‘It’s sort of like you
used to play, right?’”

Actually, it wouldn’t have been out of
place at the dawn of playgrounds, in
19th-century Germany, where early
sandlots were set up to encourage free
play through scrap materials. The first
playgrounds in this country found
inspiration there, particularly in the
writings of German educator Friedrich
Froebel, who believed that teaching
through play could install a healthy
understanding of spontaneity and risk
in a child. The first American play-
ground (really large boxes of sand) 

The first jungle gym, at the Winnetka Historical Society. 

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

HOW THE JUNGLE
GYM WAS BORN

A look at its evolution, from sky-high rusted pipes in Winnetka to soft, risk-averse playgrounds

By Christopher Borrelli | Chicago Tribune

I n the backyard of the Winnetka Historical Society, behind a fence of mani-

cured hedges, there stands an ancient jungle gym, a monolithic, caramel-

color 7-foot tall cube of deliberately spaced sharp angles, a geometric Tetris

of rusted pipes not soldered end to end but fastened curiously in place with small

curls of steel. It looks as punishing as contemporary playground equipment is

welcoming, promising the softest of falls to the youngest of kids. Its only conces-

sion to safety is the sandbox of wood chips beneath it.

Turn to Jungle gym, Page 4
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Dear Amy: My husband
had a long first marriage.
He got divorced two years
ago, and we started dating
shortly after. We have been
married for over a year
now, and we have a new-
born daughter.

The problem is that my
husband communicates all
the time with his ex! I told
him I was not confident
about his choice to do that.
He said she was a very
important part of his life
and that I need to wise up.
He said he has a lot of
memories with her, and I
understand that, but it has
been almost two years
since we got married. I
don’t think this should
continue. What should I
do?

— Upset Wife

Dear Upset: Even if your
concerns were NOT valid
(and I think they are), it is
disrespectful for your
husband to respond to
your honesty by telling you
to “wise up.” You are wise
enough to see his relation-
ship with his ex-wife as an
encroachment on your
marriage. Your husband
does not get to tell you
what to think or how to
feel.

Nor can you force him to
exit from a relationship
with his ex that he seems
determined to continue.

What you both must do
is find respectful ways to
communicate and to en-
gage in behavior that
strengthens your young
marriage. You owe it to
yourselves and, of course,
you owe it to your child.

Many ex-spouses find
positive ways to maintain a
friendship, but if he hasn’t
emotionally separated
from his ex, then she is
entangled in your relation-
ship. Simply put, you and

your husband need to put
each other at the center of
your relationship-world.

You will gain insight into
marriage’s trickier dynam-
ics by reading John
Gottman and Nan Silver’s
classic primer: “The Seven
Principles for Making
Marriage Work: A Practi-
cal Guide from the Coun-
try’s Foremost Relation-
ship Expert” (2015, Har-
mony). Read this on your
own and discuss some of
these principles with your
husband. He should be
inspired to read it, too.

Gottman’s research
reveals successful couples
create indelible relation-
ship imprints and turn
toward each other (not
their exes) to tackle life’s
little and large challenges.

Dear Amy: My neighbor
“Sara” and I are not
friends, but we are friendly,
or so I thought. We make
small talk when we see
each other, usually about
our kids, our town, etc.
Sometimes Sara speaks
first, other times it’s me.

Sara and I have a few
mutual friends on social
media, so I sent her a
friend request. She ignored
it. Her page is very public
and she posts stuff often.
She has about 350 FB
friends, including other
neighbors, teachers, town
officials etc., so it’s not like
she’s extremely private.

I feel like asking her,
“Hey, what gives?” Should
I confront her about this
slight, or should I let it go?

— Non-Friended Neigh-
bor

Dear Neighbor: If you
never, ever want to be
connected with your
neighbor on social media,
then definitely confront
her about it.

She may use social me-
dia differently than you do,
filtering out people who
post political content or
who follow pages she
disagrees with. She may
like you as a neighbor but
not want you to know the
particulars about her life or
her political opinions.

Many people keep
“friend requests” in a
queue and click through
requests only periodically.

Or it’s possible that
“Sara” is happy to chat
with you over the fence but
is otherwise not that inter-
ested in you. There is noth-
ing wrong with this. In
some ways, maintaining a
cordial bit of friendly dis-
tance is the ideal situation
for neighbors.

Continue to be person-
ally friendly toward your
neighbor, stop FB stalking
her and, yes, let it go.

Dear Amy: Thank you for
warning readers about the
dangers of accidental nico-
tine exposure in the house-
hold, due to the popularity
of vaping. My husband was
refilling his device and
spilled a small amount of
vaping liquid on the floor.
He didn’t clean it up, and
our dog lapped it up. He
was extremely sick. We
almost lost him.

— Horrified

Dear Horrified: Concen-
trated nicotine in liquid
form is toxic. Your hus-
band should be wearing
gloves, avoid any spills
(and thoroughly clean with
a paper towel if he does
spill), and store his refill
liquid in a secure location.

Copyright 2018 by Amy
Dickinson

Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency

Wife frets over hubby’s ex connection

ASK AMY
By Amy Dickinson
askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter @askingamy

Have you heard the one
about the girl who didn’t
care about Christmas but
found herself in a small
town for the holidays sur-
rounded by decorations,
cookies and carolers, and
found a new boyfriend and
her Christmas spirit by
Dec. 25? Hallmark Channel
has, and they’re airing 22
original movies this year
built around plots similar to
that. The premise may vary,
but the themes are the
same and Hallmark is very
OK with that. 

“Yes, you can pretty
much guarantee that when
you meet our two leads in
the first 10 minutes of a
Hallmark movie, it’s guar-
anteed that they will end
up together,” said Michelle
Vicary, the executive vice
president of programming
and network publicity for
Crown Media and Family
Networks. 

While regular network
primetime programming

tends to take a hiatus dur-
ing the holiday season, it’s
Hallmark Channel’s time to
shine. Their holiday movies
are so popular, they began
airing Christmas movies in
late October and wrap up

on Jan. 1.
This year, Hallmark

Channel has films starring
LeAnn Rimes, Kellie Pick-
ler and Patti LaBelle, but
the network also features
recurring actresses, dubbed

the “Christmas queens”
internally by Hallmark,
who front a new movie a
season on the network:
Candace Cameron Bure,
Lacey Chabert, Danica
McKellar and Lori Lough-
lin.

Bure reigns supreme.
“For the last three years she
has had the No. 1 Christmas
movie on the Hallmark
Channel with very, very
stiff competition from
Chabert and Loughlin,”
Vicary said. 

Bure said the reaction to
her Hallmark Christmas
movies encourages her to
keep making them but also
find interesting ways to tell
stories that fit the formula. 

The biggest motivation
for returning to Hallmark
year after year is the fans,
said Bure. She recalled a
letter from an older man
whose wife had passed
away after more than 50
years of marriage. She
loved Christmas and would
decorate for the season
early, and particularly loved
Bure’s Christmas movies.

He forced himself to not
only keep up his wife’s
tradition of decorating but
also sat down to watch
Bure’s movie that year
because it’s what they
would have done as a cou-
ple, and it made him feel
closer to her. 

“It’s more than ratings.
It’s more than a cheesy
holiday spirit. There’s a
deep meaning behind
(these movies) for some
people I love all of them,
and that’s why I keep doing
them.” 

Chabert, who is also
known for “Mean Girls,”
says she considers it “an
honor” to keep making
Christmas movies for Hall-
mark.

“I’ve been in this busi-
ness a long time but the fans
of Hallmark are some of the
most devoted and some of
the most kind,” she said. 

Hallmark Channel isn’t
the only network airing
holiday fare. Lifetime does
it too and began airing
mostly holiday program-
ming after Nov. 21. They

also have their own crop of
“go to” talent including
Tatyana Ali of “The Fresh
Prince of Bel-Air” and
Melissa Joan Hart of “Sa-
brina the Teenage Witch.” 

“There’s certain talent
that our audience really
connects with around the
holidays,” said Meghan
Hooper, a senior vice presi-
dent at Lifetime. “We like
bringing back some of the
same performers like Ta-
tyana Ali that they grew up
with F̀resh Prince,’ they
now see her on our air year
after year. It’s leaning into
that comfort and nostalgia.” 

Hart’s “A Very Nutty
Christmas” debuts on Life-
time on Nov. 30. “I don’t
want to make Christmas
movies just my thing,” said
Hart. “But it’s the only
place where TV movies still
thrive,” she said. 

“Just having something
to watch that’s uplifting
and light and romantic,”
she added, “I think it’s
something really missing in
theaters and mainstream
television these days.”

The season of TV Christmas movies is very much upon us
By Alicia Rancilio
Associated Press

Patti LaBelle stars in “Christmas Everlasting,” one of 22

original movies being shown as part of holiday viewing fare

on the Hallmark Channel. 

ELIZA MORSE/HALLMARK CHANNEL

It’s never too late to learn
something new. The rule
proved true when actor
Michael Douglas and TV
producer Chuck Lorre
joined forces for a new
venture.

Douglas, veteran of
countless dramas like “Wall
Street,” “Behind the Cande-
labra” and “Basic Instinct,”
and Lorre, creator of TV
sitcoms “The Big Bang
Theory” and “Two and a
Half Men,” collaborated for
the new serio-comic series
“The Kominsky Method,”
streaming on Netflix.

For Douglas it proved a
whole new experience.
“The movies that I used to
do, the movies that I liked
— the character-driven
little indie pictures that I
did — I was becoming
frustrated with the lack of
real distribution or time,”
he says.

“These are pictures that
you would do for very little
money under a tremendous
amount of pressure. You
would be the marketing
budget, in terms of going on
all the (talk) shows. And
you’d end up sort of watch-
ing the movies play in a
theater for seven days or
something like that, and
then go right to streaming .
I’m thinking about pictures
like ‘Solitary Man’ and
‘King of California,’ pic-
tures I really liked,” he says.

“So I love this medium.
This came along, this
streaming possibility. And
the combination of when I
got this script from Chuck
Lorre — who I’m just a
tremendous fan of in all of
his series, going back to
‘Dharma and Greg,’ ‘Two
and a Half Men’ and even
earlier than that. And then
‘The Big Bang Theory’ was
something my family and I
really enjoyed.

“So when the script

came to me ... it was just
great, great writing. And I
thought, ‘What a wonderful
opportunity! Here’s a
chance to play some come-
dy, which I don’t normally
get a chance to do that
often in a format like Net-
flix, streaming, where there
are no commercials.’

“And it’s like a 25- to
35-minute movie. No time
limits, language, and all of
that. So it was a great op-
portunity and it’s sort of
been my year between
doing green screen movies,
which I’d never done in my
life before, and now having
a chance to do a series like
this with Chuck and Alan
(Arkin) has been really a
treat.”

It was a conversion of
sorts for Lorre too. “I like
learning new things,” he
says. “It’s fun to get up in
the morning and not know
what’s going to happen.
And I learned a lot watch-
ing Michael and Alan.” 

Lorre didn’t write the
story with Douglas and
Arkin in mind. The original
script — which is about a
has-been actor-turned-
drama coach and his long-
time agent-friend — was a
spec script. “I wrote it
because I wanted to write
it,” he says. “And then,
when Michael and Alan
agreed to do it, then we
rewrote it so that it was
hopefully more adjusted for
their voices,” says Lorre, 66.

“And we continued to do
that through the eight
episodes. And that’s the
great thing about writing
for people like Michael and
Alan is you can hear them.
And while you’re writing,
you can kind of maybe get a
sense of the words and
whether the words are
appropriate,” he says.

“The show began with
my desire to write about
what I’m living, which is
getting older. And entropy
and the dissolution of form,

the decay of the flesh — and
it has to be funny, other-
wise it’s heartbreaking. And
there’s the loss of loved
ones and how it affects
your relationships and
friendship and how you
respond to a culture that
feels like it’s moving away
from you,” Lorre says.

While the 74-year-old

Douglas’ career continues
to thrive, he feels he’s al-
ways challenged.

“The one good thing
about getting older is you
can say, ‘Well, Michael,
you’ve always pulled it out
before. You kind of know
you should be able to do it.’
But the challenge to do it
well is always there.”

Alan Arkin, left, and Michael Douglas play longtime friends

in “The Kominsky Method” from Chuck Lorre.

MIKE YARISH/NETFLIX 

Finding new possibilities in ‘Kominsky Method’
By Luaine Lee
Tribune News Service

Rita Moreno will join the cast of Steven Spielberg’s
adaptation of the Broadway musical “West Side
Story.”

Moreno will also serve as an executive producer of
the film. She won an Academy Award for her portray-
al of Anita in the 1961 film version of “West Side
Story.” In the new “West Side Story,” Moreno will be
playing Valentina, a reconceived version of the char-
acter of Doc, the owner of the corner store in which
Tony works.

“Never in my wildest dreams did I see myself revis-
iting this seminal work,” Moreno said. “And to be
asked by Steven Spielberg to participate is simply
thrilling! Then to work together with the brilliant
playwright, Tony Kushner — what a glorious stew! I
am tingling!”

Spielberg said, “From our earliest discussions, we
wanted to include Rita Moreno in our production.
Her Anita is one of the greatest musical performances
ever filmed, and a personal favorite of mine. We cre-
ated an original role for her, and we feel beyond fortu-
nate that Rita will bring her extraordinary gifts as an
actress, as well as her deep understanding of ‘West
Side Story’ to this production as an executive pro-
ducer.”

Filming for “West Side Story” is set to begin in the
summer of 2019.

— Variety

CELEBRITIES
Tribune news services

Rita Moreno, who starred in the 1961 version of “West

Side Story,” was cast in Steven Spielberg’s adaptation.

JAMIE MCCARTHY/GETTY 2017

Moreno joins reboot
of ‘West Side Story’ 

JORDAN STRAUSS/INVISION 

Atwood writing ‘Hand-
maid’s Tale’ sequel:
Margaret Atwood is writ-
ing a sequel to her million-
selling “The Handmaid’s
Tale.” “The Testaments”
will be published next
September by Nan A.
Talese/Doubleday, the
publisher announced
Wednesday. Atwood said
in a statement that the
sequel was inspired by the
“world we’ve been living
in.”

Chen returning to
‘Brother’: Julie Chen will
return as the host of the
CBS reality show “Big
Brother: Celebrity Edition”
in the aftermath of her
husband Les Moonves’
departure from the net-
work. Chen’s husband
stepped down from his
role of CEO of CBS Corp.
in September after numer-
ous women came forward
and accused him of sexual
misconduct. The new
season of “Big Brother:
Celebrity Edition” pre-
mieres on Jan. 21.

Zimmern apologizes:
“Bizarre Foods” host An-
drew Zimmern is apologiz-
ing for his comments about
Chinese restaurants after
he was criticized. Zim-
mern just opened his own
Chinese restaurant, Lucky
Cricket. Fast Company
posted an interview from
the summer in which
Zimmern says he was
saving the souls of people
who dine at “restaurants
masquerading as Chinese
food” in the Midwest. In a
statement, Zimmern ad-
mits his comments
sounded arrogant.

Nov. 29 birthdays: Actor-
comedian Howie Mandel
is 63. Actor Andrew Mc-
Carthy is 56. Actor Don
Cheadle is 54. Actor Chad-
wick Boseman is 42. Ac-
tress Anna Faris is 42.
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“Belichick” by Ian
O’Connor, Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt, 512
pages, $28

Bill Belichick hardly is a
warm and fuzzy guy, and
many fans suffer from the
overdose of watching the
New England Patriots in
the spotlight. So some
might be tempted to take a
pass on reading 450-plus
pages on the Patriots
coach. That would be a
mistake. Ian O’Connor’s
biography ranks among the
best in regards to the NFL.
Not surprisingly, Belichick
didn’t grant any access to
O’Connor. That didn’t stop
the author, as he con-
ducted more than 350
interviews. The end result
is a comprehensive profile
that manages to dig deep
under Belichick’s famous
hoodie. O’Connor docu-
ments how he rose
through the ranks as a
young coach who got peo-
ple’s attention. There is a
fascinating section about
Belichick’s complicated
relationship with Bill Par-
cells; Belichick served as
an assistant coach for him
with the Giants and Jets.
O’Connor then details the
mechanisms behind Beli-
chick’s run of success with
the Patriots and the con-
troversies that have dimin-
ished some of its luster.
O’Connor shows how his
partnership with quarter-
back Tom Brady also is
complex. Beyond that, the
many inside stories from
former players and associ-
ates seek to humanize a
man who gives up so little
of himself to the public. 

“The League” by John
Eisenberg, Basic, 416
pages, $30

The multibillion-dollar
NFL had a humble begin-
ning. John Eisenberg tells
the fascinating account of
how five owners, including
the Bears’ George Halas,
cut through their differ-
ences to work together to
form the foundations of
the league. They faced long
odds in building the sport
during the 1920s and ’30s
when college, not pro,
football reigned supreme.
Pro teams initially played
to small crowds and had
trouble paying their bills.
The Great Depression
made the challenge even
tougher. Yet Eisenberg
shows how Halas, along
with Art Rooney (Pitts-
burgh Steelers), Bert Bell
(Philadelphia Eagles), Tim
Mara (New York Giants)
and George Preston Mar-
shall (Washington Red-
skins) had the vision to
push the new NFL firmly
into America’s sports land-
scape. They did it with
unprecedented co-
operation that often wasn’t
in an individual team’s best
interests. A transformative
move occurred when they
instituted the first NFL
draft of college players in
1936. Virginia McCaskey,
Halas’ daughter, remem-
bers her mother asking
Halas why decisions were
being made that could hurt
the Bears. “His response
was what happens on the
field was different from the
business of the league,”
McCaskey said, according
to “The League.” 

“The Story of Baseball
in 100 Photographs,”
introduction by Kostya
Kennedy, Sports Illus-
trated, 224 pages, $30

Sports Illustrated set the
standard for sports photo
journalism. The maga-
zine’s latest volume of
baseball photos is no ex-
ception. This book features
several iconic photos of
game action, such as Willie
Mays’over-the-shoulder
catch in the 1954 World
Series. More candid and
intimate portraits of the
game’s greats are mixed in.
One captures Ted Williams
at age 67 discussing hitting
during a dinner with Wade
Boggs and Don Mattingly,
the young stars of the
1980s. Seated at a table
with a napkin stuffed in his
shirt, an intense Williams
displays his left-handed
swing as if he still was
playing. For Chicago fans,
there is a 1955 shot of a
24-year old Ernie Banks
taking batting practice.
The picture captures the
strength of Banks’ wrists,
which ultimately generat-
ed 512 homers. There also
is a shot of Steve Bartman
reaching for a foul ball in
the last instant when he
was just an anonymous
fan, and a panoramic per-
spective of the final out of
the Cubs winning the 2016
World Series. Take time to
study each photo; they
reveal so much about the
players and the game. This
is a terrific holiday book
for a baseball fan.

Ed Sherman is a freelance
writer.

Sports book roundup By Ed Sherman
Chicago Tribune

One day in 1951, the
painter Grace Hartigan
took a gig as a model at the
Art Students League in
New York. She was serious
about her work and al-
ready had a solo show
under her belt, but she
needed the money. Harti-
gan was naked on a plat-
form, earning 95 cents an
hour, when artist-instruc-
tor Will Barnet started to
expound upon work being
done by Willem de Koon-
ing and others in the avant-
garde scene. 

As author Mary Gabriel
recounts in her marvelous
book “Ninth Street Wom-
en,” Hartigan bristled at
Barnet’s assessment. From
the platform, she un-
leashed her opinions about
how he was getting it
wrong, and then she
dressed and left the studio.
“It was just too embarrass-
ing to be standing there,
nude with an instructor
arguing with you about
your art,” Hartigan said
later.

Her protest from the
model’s stand feels em-
blematic of the paradoxical
times. Smart, driven and
opinionated, Hartigan and
her female peers were
respected by their male
counterparts, yet also
framed by gender. The
legendary instructor Hans
Hofmann once compli-
mented Lee Krasner’s
drawing by telling her it
was “so good, you would
not know it was done by a
woman.” 

Modern art was hard for
everyone, but it was differ-
ently so for the women
who lived to make it. 

Gabriel, a former jour-
nalist, earned acclaim for
her 2011 biography of Karl
and Jenny Marx, “Love
and Capital.” She is a gifted
storyteller and a dogged
researcher. She puts these
gifts to excellent use in this
panoramic take on the

20th century’s American
art revolution.

Born in the ’40s and
’50s, abstract expression-
ism was a shock to the
system. With its full depar-
ture from representation-
alism, it was received by
the masses as an act of
hostility, a dangerous ex-
pression of Marxism or a
prank. 

Hartigan, Joan Mitchell
and Helen Frankenthaler
were beacons of the move-
ment’s second generation.
Krasner and Elaine de
Kooning were key to the
first. Along with Jackson
Pollock, Arshile Gorky,
Robert Motherwell and
others, they formed a com-
munity of visionaries. 

As a young student
laboring in classical tech-
niques, Krasner felt liber-
ated by European post-
impressionists, whose
rule-breaking works en-
couraged her to seek her
own artistic voice. During
the Depression, she
worked in the Works Prog-
ress Administration’s mu-
ral division, where once
she was asked to complete
a mural that Willem de
Kooning couldn’t finish. “It
was a sign of Lee’s standing

that she and de Kooning
would be considered inter-
changeable on an impor-
tant project,” Gabriel
writes. 

In 1941, Krasner was
invited to be part of an
exhibition by French and
American painters. Pollock
was the only American
artist she didn’t know. “It
irritated her that she had
never heard of him, and
even more so when she
learned he lived around
the corner from her on
Eighth Street, next to Hof-
mann’s school,” Gabriel
writes. 

Krasner would fall in
love with the action-paint-
ing legend. Bewitched as
she was by Pollock, it was
Krasner’s fate to suffer his
alcoholism and emotional
rages, to become his wid-
ow and to be defined in
relation to him. But as
Gabriel shows, Krasner’s
work stood on its own.

“Ninth Street Women”
masterfully unspools the
biographies of its central
cast and scores of support-
ing players, including the
critic and starmaker Clem-
ent Greenberg, patron
Peggy Guggenheim and
writer Frank O’Hara. It
takes us into their Green-
wich Village haunts, and it
rummages through their
relationships, too often
fueled by alcohol and diz-
zying infidelities. 

Gabriel’s book is a re-
minder of the importance
of women to an artistic
genre long associated with
masculinity. But it is also is
a vivid portrait of the very
nature of the artist. The
stars of the era suffered
and sinned as mortals, but
their works — and their
creative appetites — were
otherworldly. “Ninth Street
Women” gets us a just a
little bit closer to their
galaxy.

Karen Sandstrom is a writ-
er and illustrator and a
former book editor of the
Plain Dealer in Cleveland.

BOOK REVIEW

Reframing the female painters
who helped define abstract art
By Karen Sandstrom
The Washington Post

‘Ninth Street
Women’
By Mary Gabriel, Little,

Brown, 927 pages, $35

In 2012, Leonardo
Maugeri, the former chief
strategist of Italian oil and
gas giant ENI, coined the
phrase “Saudi America”
and predicted that the
fracking boom would make
the United States as big an
oil producer as Saudi Ara-
bia.

That level of production
is now within reach, some-
what earlier than the late
Maugeri expected. U.S.
crude-oil production hit a
record milestone in August,
when it exceeded 11 million
barrels per day for the first
time, according to the fed-
eral Energy Information
Administration. Oil output
from one geologic region
alone, the Permian Basin in
West Texas, has exceeded
the output of eight of the 13
members of the Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries. And U.S.
imports of crude oil have
plummeted to the lowest
level since 1967 (though
they have not disappeared). 

Bethany McLean, a
contributing editor at Van-
ity Fair who lives in Chi-
cago, has borrowed that
phrase as the title of her
timely book, “Saudi Ameri-
ca: The Truth About Frack-
ing and How It’s Changing
the World.” It is one of a
series of novella-length
reportorial books published
by Columbia University. 

McLean, who was a
co-author of the best-seller
“The Smartest Guys in the
Room: The Amazing Rise
and Scandalous Fall of
Enron,” has tapped into the
recent history of the U.S. oil
and gas boom. She de-

scribes geology in plain
English, recounts the rise
and fall of one of the coun-
try’s most flamboyant shale
gas tycoons, and studies the
political consequences of a
United States that is far less
dependent on oil imports
than it was just a decade
ago. 

In each case, informed by
her experience in financial
affairs, McLean has cau-
tionary words about the
limits of U.S. output, the
financial perils of betting on
shale exploration stocks
and the dangers of believing
that the United States is
somehow free from the
geopolitics of petroleum. 

First, the geology. Frack-
ing combines recent ad-
vances in horizontal drilling
with age-old hydraulic
fracturing — which involves
shooting water and sand
and chemicals into a well to
extract bits of oil and gas.
The process pries loose oil
and gas from shale rock that
had not been valued before. 

Second, the ability of oil
and gas exploration compa-
nies to tap into the under-
ground formations is a
result not only of technol-
ogy but, just as important,
of cheap capital, McLean
argues. And in the past
decade, as the Federal Re-
serve kept interest rates low
to revive the economy, that
capital has been extremely
cheap. 

“The fracking boom has
been fueled mostly by over-
heated investment capital,
not by cash flow,” she
writes. She quotes a merg-
ers and acquisitions adviser
as saying, “As oxygen is to
life, capital is to the oil and
gas business.”

No exploration tycoon

reflected that phenomenon
more than the late Aubrey
McClendon, whom she
describes as “a bit of J.R.
Ewing” from the fictional
television series “Dallas,”
mixed with Michael
Milken, the junk-bond king
who arguably changed the
world before winding up in
prison for securities fraud.

In the catastrophic finan-
cial year of 2008, McClen-
don’s board gave him a $75
million bonus, lifting his
total pay for the year to
$122 million, the largest
amount for any executive in
the country. 

McClendon, whom
McLean weaves into one-
third of her book, built
Chesapeake Energy into a
dominant player in shale
gas during years he dubbed
“The Great North Ameri-
can Land Grab.” But his bet
on natural-gas prices
turned sour, and he went
broke. Hounded by cred-
itors and securities regula-
tors, he died in a fiery car
crash. Many thought then
and still think now that it
was suicide. 

Other shale players
might be less flamboyant,
but the very structure of
the shale business has some
important fault lines. For all
the hoopla about the surge
in U.S. oil and gas produc-
tion from fracking, most
people overlook an impor-
tant feature of the boom:
The average shale well
produces most of its oil or

gas in the first two years.
That means oil companies
must keep drilling new
wells to keep production
steady. In short, they have
to keep running — and
quickly — just to stay in
place. 

McLean shows this with
numbers: “To maintain
production of 1 million
barrels per day, shale re-
quires up to 2,500 wells,
while production in Iraq
can do it with fewer than
100.” 

The third and last section
of McLean’s book is fortui-
tously timely. With the
murder of Jamal
Khashoggi, the United
States has threatened puni-
tive action against Saudi
Arabia, and the kingdom is
trying to ease tensions. Both
sides want to keep business
between the two nations
going. There has been little
talk of a 1970s-style oil
embargo or even a produc-
tion cut from the Saudis, in
part because the kingdom
could suffer as much as the
United States now that
America has sharply re-
duced its dependence on

crude-oil imports. 
But some lawmakers

and policy experts believe
that reduced imports of
crude oil can make Ameri-
ca free of petroleum poli-
tics. Not so, McLean says.

“Even if America doesn’t
need Middle Eastern oil, its
allies in Europe do, and
China certainly does,” she
writes. “This isn’t just
altruism. In a world where
over 40 percent of the S&P
500’s revenues come from
outside the U.S., the Ameri-
can economy is dependent
on the global economy.”

She brings a sensible
financial eye to the Trump
administration’s talk about
American “energy domi-
nance” and the “believers”
who think technology will
help the country outgrow
its petroleum problem. 

She writes, “Even today,
it is unclear if we will look
back and see fracking as
the beginning of a huge
and lasting shift — or if we
will look back wistfully,
realizing that what we
thought was transforma-
tive was merely a moment
in time.”

BOOK REVIEW

How fracking
is shaking up
geopolitics
Boom may have dramatic effect on
U.S. economy — or it just a blip?
By Steven Mufson
The Washington Post

A fracking site is situated on the outskirts of town in the Permian Basin oil field in Midland, Texas. In her book “Saudi

America,” Bethany McLean looks at whether America could become as big an oil producer as Saudi Arabia.

SPENCER PLATT/GETTY 2016

‘Saudi America’
By Bethany McLean, Co-

lumbia Global Reports. 138

pages, $15.99
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opened in Boston in 1885. But one
of the first playgrounds that re-
sembled the playground of today
— swings, benches, green field —
was Jolly Romp. It was built in
1895 at Hull House on Chicago’s
Near West Side.

The playground was under-
stood initially as a public service,
as a way of socializing and keep-
ing safe the children of new im-
migrants — and therefore, to
some, the playground was appar-
ently insidious, a Trojan horse.
The Tribune warned that new
play spaces would overcrowd
already-crammed immigrant
neighborhoods, “limiting the
breathing space.” Still, as play-
grounds took off in the early 20th
century, a more practical purpose
was touted: Since kids played
often in streets then, playgrounds
would steer them out of the path
of another more popular inven-
tion, the automobile.

The idea of a playground as an
early catalyst for a child’s devel-
opment, however, was gathering
steam nationwide, but particu-
larly in the Chicago area, fast
becoming a center of progressive
education. John Dewey, the re-
former who founded the Uni-
versity of Chicago Laboratory
Schools, introduced a sandlot to
the school soon after it opened in
1896. And according to Alexandra
Lange, author of the new history
book “The Design of Childhood:
How the Material World Shapes
Independent Kids,” architect
Dwight H. Perkins, who created
Lane Tech high school and Cafe
Brauer at the Lincoln Park Zoo,
designed many of Chicago’s initial
playgrounds himself; he regarded
the concept of the playground as a
fundamental step in allowing a
child to understand that he or she
was a part of a larger world.

The closest Hinton apparently
came to progressive education
was his wife, Carmelita, a former
secretary to Hull House reformer
Jane Addams. One night at a
dinner full of influential local
educators, he found himself talk-
ing with a Chicago man named
Carleton Washburne, the new
school superintendent of Win-
netka. Washburne would later be
whispered about as a closet so-
cialist — it was a “close-knit, prog-
ressive-minded and insulated”
town, said Tane Beecham, Win-
netka Historical Society executive
director. But in 1920, Washburne
was introducing ideas to class-
room education that are now
fundamental: He believed in sex
ed, in-school psychologists and
movable desks and that children
should take graduated, self-di-
rected risks to advance — at their
own pace.

At dinner, Hinton told Wash-
burne about growing up in Japan.
His father, who invented the first
baseball pitching machine, was
also a mathematician. To teach
geometry, he built his children a
climbable grid of bamboo sticks
(fastened with curls of bamboo).
He would shout Cartesian coor-
dinates — X2! Y4! — and watch
his kids race to the point. Soon,
though, they became bored and
just climbed and dangled for fun
— just because.

A bell went off.
What Hinton described was a

physical manifestation of Wash-
burne’s philosophy — of the need
to push higher, at one’s own
speed. So along with educator
Rose Alschuler, who would later
establish the first nursery school
in Chicago, Washburne and Hin-
ton left the party and began de-
signing a climbing grid that night.
North Shore Country Day School

got the first prototype. But the
final version, the jungle gym now
in that Winnetka backyard, was
installed initially in a Horace
Mann School, then at Crow Is-
land School on Willow Road,
Washburne’s proudest creation,
where it was climbed for decades.

Hinton would never see most
of this.

He filed the patent in his name
and established Junglegym Inc.
He was prominent enough in
Chicago that the Tribune covered
his wedding extensively. But
when he died unexpectedly, the
newspaper ran only a small no-
tice, saying he was in New Eng-
land and had heart disease. Actu-
ally, as his wife’s biographers
would later clarify, Hinton had
been institutionalized there for
depression, where he hung him-
self. He was in his early 30s; he
died in April 1923. Five months
later, he received a patent on the
jungle gym.

For decades the traditional
American playground was a
slide, a seesaw, a merry-go-round,
swings and Hinton’s jungle gym,
each a separate piece, typically
metal. Seesaws, reliant on half of
its riders not to leap off and send
the other half plummeting to
earth, became a queasy lesson in
trust; slides and jungle gyms,
which grew to 25 and 30 feet tall,
could feel like tests of self-reli-
ance. But because equipment was
often cemented solidly into
ground, removal was costly. Play-
grounds in many neighborhoods
became institutions, unchanged
for decades. Childhood historians
often see this period, from the late
1940s to the late ’60s, as a golden
age, a time of anarchic play spaces
with little restrictions, overseen
mostly by kids themselves. Said
Kim Brooks, the Chicago author
of “Small Animals,” a new book
about parental overprotection:
“The idea of risk in a playground
sounds great, but you know what
sounds better? A kid who can play
without a parent hovering.
Sounds nuts, but it’s how kids
played for a long time.”

That freedom, and a growing
suburbia in need of fresh con-
cepts for its playgrounds, at-
tracted artists. In 1953, New
York’s Museum of Modern Art
even sponsored a contest to en-
courage innovative, witty new
ideas in playground equipment.
One of those ideas, artist Isamu
Noguchi’s model for a minimalist
Atlanta playground, on display at
the new Milwaukee show, sug-
gests the line between art installa-
tion and playground evaporating.

Then, a turning point.
In 1978, in the North Center

neighborhood, a toddler slipped
through an opening at the top
step of a slide in Hamlin Park and
fell to the asphalt, suffering head
injuries. The slide was 12 feet tall
— too tall for a baby. A Chicago

Park District engineer asked the
Tribune at the time: “What good
would it have done to have a
(playground) supervisor there?”
But the family sued the Chicago
Park District and was awarded
$9.5 million. A decade later, an-
other family was awarded $15
million when their 10-year-old
fell from a jungle gym in Wash-
ington, D.C., and suffered brain
damage. All of this came as
Americans were retreating in-
doors and municipalities were
struggling to pay for the mainte-
nance of decaying playgrounds.
The value of rusting, overly famil-
iar equipment was questioned.

The Consumer Product Safety
Commission, which started track-
ing causes of emergency room
visits in the ’70s, issued its first
standards for playground equip-
ment in 1981. It found that falls
from climbing equipment were
the most common playground
injury. (Indeed, even now, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, 200,000
children are treated annually for
playground injuries, mostly from
falls while climbing.)

By the mid-’90s, across the
country, playgrounds softened.
Steel frames became plastic
molding, concrete surfaces be-
came foam carpets. The play-
ground slides in Chicago parks
were shortened 6 feet. Tire
swings disappeared. In Arlington
Heights, equipment was sanded
down to prevent splinters. Out of
fear that a kid might get hooked
and choke, park workers in
Northfield even sawed ears off
riding horses. Merry-go-rounds?
Gone. Jungle gyms? Removed.

Mostly.
By 2004, according to the

National Program for Playground
Safety, only 7 percent of school-
yard playgrounds still had a see-
saw. “The goal,” says Heather
Olsen, executive director of the
group, based at the University of
Northern Iowa, “was never to
encourage boring, stagnant play-
grounds, but we want data-driven
solutions and best practices for
healthy outdoor play. Because
even if eight children are dying
every year (in a playground
equipment-related incident),
that’s still unacceptable.”

The problem, some designers
and even parents say now, was
that solutions became sledge-
hammers, and as Jennifer Senior
wrote in her 2014 book, “All Joy
and No Fun: The Paradox of
Modern Parenthood,” the con-
temporary playground became “a
protection against playgrounds.”
Peter Exley, who started the Old
Town firm Architecture is Fun in
1993 — they made the treetop
climb for the Lincoln Park Zoo’s
children’s section — said “play-
ground equipment companies
began offering tepid, safe experi-
ences at attractive price points to
park districts, so it became diffi-

cult for designers (like himself ) to
offer custom playgrounds with a
personality.” He says it’s still that
way.

Imagination feels like an after-
thought.

And so does fun, said Lenore
Skenazy, a Wilmette native who
founded the Free-Range Kids
movement in New York a decade
ago to promote less obsessive
parental helicopters. “When I was
growing up in Wilmette, we had a
fantastic merry-go-round, high
swings, lots of empty space. And
you did not go with your parents.
Now, merry-go-rounds? Centrifu-
gal force. What is hard to under-
stand is that less risk became zero
risk, and nothing has zero risk.
There used to be an understand-
ing that risk wasn’t only bad.”

These days, among designers,
the buzzword is risk.

As in, managed risk, calculated
risk, limited risk.

But always risk.
It’s an abrupt shift in mindset,

born from studies that say chil-
dren who rarely encounter dan-
ger seek out ugly places to chan-
nel it, and from studies that show
the acreage that the average child
can roam alone today is roughly
the acreage of their family drive-
way. Scott Goldstein, a pediat-
rician at Northwestern Children’s
Practice, said, “If (parents) are
constantly hovering, saying ‘Be
careful,’ what happens when
you’re not there? Can they deal
with that scraped knee? Kids
need to figure out risk. Play-
grounds today can keep things
risky without making them dan-
gerous. Maggie Daley is like the
perfect example.”

As in the Play Garden at Mag-
gie Daley Park.

When it opened three years
ago, lost amid the hoopla for the
new city park was that its inven-
tive and gently terrifying scale
was regarded by some playground
designers and childhood devel-
opment experts as a rebuke to a
generation of homogenized,
overly cautious playgrounds, a
showcase example of a main-
stream 21st-century play space.
Super-angular walking surfaces
that force children to balance. A
rope bridge that sways high above
the ground. Extra-tall flumelike
slides that demand some measure
of guts.

“The thing about that park,”
says Michael Maloney, founder of
the design firm Play Illinois and a
Play Garden safety inspector, “is
really you’re visually pushing the
limit. It may look intimidating.
But it’s extremely safe, a beautiful
example of what we can do now.”

But that’s not irony.
Irony is that “lately we are

seeing some of the same risk-
averse communities asking us to
challenge their kids again — in
safe ways,” said Scott Roschi,
creative director for Minnesota-
based Landscape Structures,
which creates equipment for
scores of parks, including Chicago
playgrounds. Which means, in the
next decade, playground equip-
ment will get steeper again. And
there will be mud — sand and
water attractions are becoming
popular. More zip lines, and more
trampolines. For children with
disabilities, more inclusive-
minded playground equipment.

Heather Gleason, director of
planning and development for the
Chicago Park District, said the
city is getting more requests for
naturecentric spaces, centered on
natural materials. The city has
eight and plans to add more in the
spring. “I think people see a lot of
concrete now, and they wonder
how do you get (kids) interacting
with this world.”

The answer: mud kitchens and
stick forts.

Also, expect more art in the
21st-century playground:

Ole Barslund Nielsen, CEO of
Dutch playground designer Mon-
strum, began creating theater
sets. Now he makes actual Trojan
horses (and submarines, and
clown heads), for kids to leap
from; he is one of the most cele-
brated playground designers in
the world, and he’s in the early
stages of a new playground for
Chicago (but would not divulge
details). He said there was a point
as an artist when he realized he
could make more art, “or for the
same budget, I could make a
functional princess tower. Which
is not exactly art or sculpture, but
it has more layers than your typi-
cal playground installation.”

You might say the playground
of the future is a sharp stick in the
eye of practical parents, short
recesses and overscheduled
childhoods. Or that it’s not so
much a corral for unruly children
but an argument for more pleas-
antly unruly children. Three
years ago, Yulia Borisova created
Purple Line Adventure Play, a
pop-up playground in Evanston,
not unlike play:groundNYC. She
gets businesses to donate refrig-
erator boxes, asks parks and rec-
reation departments to donate
sticks and branches. They set up
in a local park (with permission
from the city), throw in the stuff
and simply ... step back.

“I want to create opportunities
for spontaneous connections for
kids. Kids get formalized play
dates now, and kids just want to
connect to kids. ... Some parents
come to (the pop-ups) and step
in, ‘OK, let’s build a house,’ as if
the kid is their helper. We dis-
courage it.”

The goal, she said, is self-di-
rected play.

I know, the Russian native
sighed, crazy.

Except for those years it spent
toppled on its side, just another
chunk of rusting 20th-century
culture, the first jungle gym ever
stood in Winnetka throughout all
of that — the rise and fall and rise
of risk on the American play-
ground. It’s likely not the last of
its kind; Debbie Trueblood, exe-
cutive director of the Illinois Park
and Recreation Association,
doubts that every scary old jungle
gym in Illinois was purged, even if
municipalities tried.

But certainly it’s a survivor.
It witnessed more change than

its creator, whose family went on
to remarkable lives: One daugh-
ter, Joan Hinton, a nuclear physi-
cist, joined the Manhattan Project
at 22, but was repulsed when her
work was dropped on Japan; she
moved to China, served as a trans-
lator during the Cultural Revolu-
tion and lived the rest of her life
on a dairy farm there. Her brother
William Hinton became one of
the world’s leading chroniclers of
communist China. And
Carmelita, Hinton’s wife — she
started the first nursery school in
Chicago, then left after he died
and founded the progressive
Putney School in Vermont, which
taught agricultural work and
manual labor in lieu of athletics.

The first jungle gym hung
around long enough to even see
its spiritual replacement, the rope
climb, a shaky, perhaps scarier
volcano-shaped web of threads,
intentionally lacking the sturdy
grounding of steel pipe. You work
for every inch you climb. Some
stand as high as 30 feet tall; most
offer a bed of soft rope should you
slip.

But all demand guts in a child,
an urge to pull forward. Hand
over hand.

cborrelli@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @borrelli

“Playgrounds today can keep things risky without making them dangerous. Maggie Daley (Park) is like the perfect example,” says Scott Goldstein, a pediatrician.
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Jungle gym
Continued from Page 1

For more than nine decades, children have enjoyed playing on Winnetka
inventor Sebastian Hinton’s earliest Jungle Gyms.

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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THURSDAY EVENING, NOV. 29
PM 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00

CBS 2
The Big Bang
Theory

Young Shel-
don \

(8:01) Mom
(N) \

Murphy
Brown (N)

S.W.A.T.: “Day Off.” (N)
\N

News (N) ◊

NBC 5
LEGO Jurassic World
(Premiere) (N)

LEGO Juras-
sic World (N)

Will & Grace
(N) \

(8:31) I Feel
Bad (N)

Law & Order: Special Vic-
tims Unit (N) \

NBC 5 News
(N) ◊

ABC 7
Olaf Adven-
ture

Toy Sto-
ry-Time

The Wonderful World of Disney: Magical Holiday Cele-
bration (N) \N

News at
10pm (N) ◊

WGN 9
blackish: “30
Something.”

blackish \N Last Man
Standing \

Last Man
Standing \

WGN News at Nine (N)
(Live) \N

WGN News
at Ten (N)

Antenna 9.2 Alice \ Alice \ B. Miller B. Miller Coach \ Coach \ Murphy

This TV 9.3 Agent Cody Banks (PG,’03) ›› Frankie Muniz. \ Agent Cody Banks 2: London ◊

PBS 11
Chicago To-
night (N)

Chicago River Tour with Geoffrey Baer River Tour ◊

The U 26.1 7 Eyewitness News (N) The Game Engagement Broke Girl Broke Girl Seinfeld \

MeTV 26.3 Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Gomer Pyle WKRP Cinci. Hogan Hero Hogan Hero C. Burnett

H&I 26.4 Star Trek \ Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Deep Space 9 Star Trek ◊

Bounce 26.5 Scandal: “Spies Like Us.” Family Time Mann & Diary of a Mad Black Woman (’05) ›› ◊

FOX 32
NFL Football: New Orleans Saints at Dallas Cowboys. (N) (Live)N

Ion 38 CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime ◊

TeleM 44 La sultana (N) \ Falsa identidad (N) \ (9:05) Señora Acero (N) Chicago (N)

CW 50 Supernatural (N) \ Legacies: “Malivore.” (N) The Good Wife: “Boom.” Chicago ◊

UniMas 60 Reto 4 elementos: Naturaleza extrema Rosario Tijeras (N) ◊

WJYS 62 History Skywatch Joyce Meyer Robison Christian Dn. Carson Monument

Univ 66 Jesús Mi marido tiene familia Amar a muerte Noticias (N)

AE Live PD Live PD Live PD (N) Live PD (N) PD Cam (N) PD Cam (N) PD Cam ◊

AMC ÷ (6) The Polar Express (G) The Polar Express (G,’04) ››› Voices of Tom Hanks. Ice Age ◊

ANIM Crikey! It’s the Irwins \ The Secret of The Secret of The Secret ◊

BBCA Cliffhanger (R,’93) ››› Sylvester Stallone. \ Cliffhanger (R,’93) ››› \ ◊

BET ÷ (5:30) Meet the Browns 2018 Soul Train Awards Hustle ◊

BIGTEN ÷ Basketball Women’s College Basketball (N) B1G Football & Beyond

BRAVO Shahs of Sunset \ Shahs of Sunset (N) \ Shahs of Sunset \ Watch (N)

CLTV News at 7 News (N) News at 8 News (N) SportsFeed \ Politics

CNBC Shark Tank \ Shark Tank \ The Profit \ The Profit ◊

CNN Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Cuomo Prime Time (N) CNN Tonight (N) Tonight (N) ◊

COM The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily (N) ◊

DISC Mountaintop Building Off the Grid Building Off the Grid Alaska ◊

DISN Raven Raven Coop Coop Bunk’d \ Bunk’d \ Raven

E! Botched \ Botched \ Botched \ Botched ◊

ESPN ÷ (6:30) 30 for 30 \ MLS Soccer (N) ◊

ESPN2 ÷Wm. Basketball (N) World/Poker (Tape) World/Poker (Tape) SportCtr (N)

FNC Tucker Carlson (N) Hannity (N) \ The Ingraham Angle (N) Fox News

FOOD Christmas Cookie Cookie Challenge Beat Flay (N) Beat Bobby Beat Bobby

FREE ÷ Christmas Carol (7:50) The Santa Clause (PG,’94) ››› Tim Allen. \ 700 Club ◊

FX Mike and Dave Need Wedding Dates (R,’16) ›› \ Mike and Dave Need Wedding Dates ◊

HALL Christmas Everlasting (NR,’18) Tatyana Ali. \ Reunited at Christmas (NR,’18) \ ◊

HGTV Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Hunters (N) Hunt Intl (N) Hunters

HIST American Pickers American Pickers (N) \ (9:03) American Pickers Pickers ◊

HLN Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic

IFC ÷ (5:30) Mr. & Mrs. Smith Baroness (N) Baroness (N) Mr. & Mrs. Smith (PG-13,’05) ›› \ ◊

LIFE Dear Santa (NR,’11) Amy Acker, Brooklynn Proulx. \ (9:03) Dear Secret Santa (PG,’13) ◊

MSNBC All In With Chris Hayes Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word (N) 11th Hour (N)

MTV Jersey Shore (N) (8:01) Floribama Shore \ Jersey ◊

NBCSCH NHL Hockey: Chicago Blackhawks at Winnipeg Jets. (N) (Live) \ Blackhawks Postgame (N)

NICK Henry SpongeBob Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows (’16) ›› \

OVATION My Life in Ruins (PG-13,’09) ›› Nia Vardalos. The Wine Show (N) The Firm ◊

OWN 20/20 on OWN \ 20/20 on OWN \ 20/20 on OWN (N) 20/20 ◊

OXY Chicago P.D. \ Chicago P.D.: “The Silos.” Chicago P.D. \ Chicago ◊

PARMT Friends \ Friends \ Friends \ Friends \ Twister (PG-13,’96) ››› Helen Hunt. ◊

SYFY ÷ (5:58) Bruce Almighty ›› Men in Black (PG-13,’97) ››› Tommy Lee Jones. \ Men Blk 2 ◊

TBS Seinfeld Seinfeld Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Guest Book

TCM Charade (NR,’63) ››› Cary Grant. \ (9:15) 12 Angry Men (NR,’57) ›››› ◊

TLC 7 Little Johnstons \ 7 Little Johnstons \ 7 Little Johnstons \ 7 Little ◊

TLN IMPACT Wretched Ink 180 Life Today Like You Humanit ◊

TNT NBA Basketball: Warriors at Raptors (N Subject to Blackout) Basketball (N Subject to

TOON Gumball Gumball Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Burgers Burgers Family Guy

TRAV The Dead Files \ The Dead Files \ The Dead Files (N) \ Dead Files ◊

TVL Everybody Raymond Raymond Raymond Two Men Two Men King

USA NCIS: “Twofer.” \ NCIS: “Exit Strategy.” NCIS: “Skeleton Crew.” Dirty John ◊

VH1 Notorious (R,’09) ›› Angela Bassett, Derek Luke. \ 8 Mile (R,’02) ››› \ ◊

WE Growing Up Hip Hop Growing Up Hip Hop (N) Growing Up Hip Hop Hip Hop ◊

WGN America Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man

HBO Pacific Rim Uprising (PG-13,’18) ›› John Boyega. \ Sally4Ever Room 104 Room 104

HBO2 Axios \ Sally4Ever (8:05) VICE (8:40) American Made (R,’17) ››› Tom Cruise. ◊

MAX Conspiracy Theory (R,’97) ››Mel Gibson. \ (9:15) Funny Games (R,’07) ›› \ ◊

SHO American Assassin (R,’17) ›› Dylan O’Brien. Escape at Dannemora Basic Ins ◊

STARZ ÷ Planes ›› Planes: Fire & Rescue (PG,’14) ›› \ (8:56) Fever Pitch (PG-13,’05) ›› ◊

STZENC ÷ (6:33) Next Day Air (R) › Zoolander (PG-13,’01) ››› Ben Stiller. (9:32) The Wrestler (R) ◊
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WATCHTHIS: THURSDAY
“The Wonderful World of

Disney: Magical Holiday

Celebration” (8 p.m., ABC):
Sarah Hyland and sing-
er-songwriter Jordan Fisher
(“Dancing With the Stars:
Juniors”) host this two-hour
special from the Walt Disney
World Resort in Florida and
Disneyland Resort in South-
ern California, with assistance
from co-host Jesse Palmer.
Among the highlights, Gwen
Stefani sings “Feliz Navidad,”
and Meghan Trainor per-
forms a medley of her hits.

“Ice Age: The Meltdown” (4 p.m., 10 p.m., AMC): Ray Romano, John Leguizamo
and Denis Leary again lend their voices to this enjoyable animated sequel. Their
characters — a woolly mammoth, a sloth and a tiger — learn their prehistoric home
is about to be flooded, prompting them to try to warn their animal friends and get
them to safety. Complicating things are another woolly mammoth (voice of Queen
Latifah) and more lethal creatures suddenly defrosted by the climate change.

“Magical Christmas Ornaments” (6 p.m., HMM): After a painful break-up, for-
mer Christmas junkie Marie (Jessica Lowndes) loses her enthusiasm for the jolly
holiday, so her mother begins sending her favorite ornaments from her childhood.
As Marie receives each gift, some additional blessing seems to happen to her as
well, so her holiday spirit begins to soar once more. Meeting her handsome neigh-
bor, Nate (Brendan Penny), definitely doesn’t hurt, either.

“Supernatural” (7 p.m., CW): Sam and Castiel (Jared Padalecki, Misha Collins)
team up to find a Shaman (guest star Dimitri Vantis) who may be able to help one
of their friends in need in the new episode “Unhuman Nature.” Elsewhere, Nick’s
(Mark Pellegrino) obsessive search for answers about the gruesome deaths of his
wife and son send him into a downward spiral onto a very dark path.

“Will & Grace” (8 p.m., NBC): Grace (Debra Messing) is wildly offended when her
new boyfriend Noah (David Schwimmer) refuses to let her meet his young daugh-
ter, but Will (Eric McCormack) talks her around to seeing Noah’s perspective in
the new episode “So Long, Division.” After her beloved dog dies, Will’s mom, Mar-
ilyn (guest star Blythe Danner), visits, seeking sympathetic support from her son.

“Baroness Von Sketch Show” (8 p.m., 4 a.m., IFC): “It’s Because I Care” is both
the title of this new episode and the excuse a group of women use for backstabbing
one another in one of the featured sketches. In other segments, a bank robbery
goes into overtime when one of the hostages intrudes on an already contentious
debate among the robbers about how best to proceed. Elsewhere, a gaggle of
18th-century British ladies are overcome by Mr. Bingleby for reasons other than
his looks.

TALK SHOWS

“The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon” (10:34 p.m., NBC): Actress Claire
Foy; comic Mike Birbiglia; comic Jourdain Fisher.*
“The Late Show With Stephen Colbert” (10:35 p.m., CBS): Singer Garth
Brooks; actor Tim Meadows; comic Emma Willmann.*
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” (10:35 p.m., ABC): Actor Michael B. Jordan; TV host Katie
Nolan; H.E.R. performs.*

Hey, TV lovers: Looking for detailed show listings? TV Weekly is an ideal companion.
To subscribe, go towww.tvweekly.com or call 1-877-580-4159

* Subject to change

Sarah Hyland

became the star of a Broad-
way musical, with an early
tryout in Chicago.

Nearly two decades after
“SpongeBob SquarePants”
hit Nickelodeon, Hillen-
burg died Monday of ALS,
eliciting an outpouring of
tributes from fans who
grew up captivated by
Hillenburg’s zany under-
water community. He was
57.

“Our condolences on the
passing of Stephen Hillen-
burg, creator of SpongeBob
SquarePants. Prior to 1999
when the show first aired,
he worked as a science
instructor at Ocean Insti-
tute, where he touched the
lives of many students,” the
Ocean Institute, formerly
the Orange County Marine
Institute, said in a state-
ment. “Through his dy-
namic career he brought
laughter to millions.”

In many ways, “Sponge-
Bob” is an amalgam of
Hillenburg’s passions and
life experiences, stretching
back long before he worked
at the marine institute in
California. He’d always
loved the ocean, spending
his childhood learning to
surf and snorkel and
watching “The Undersea
World of Jacques
Cousteau,” his favorite TV
show from the 1960s and
’70s. After graduating from
high school in Anaheim,
Calif., he spent a few sum-
mers working as a fry cook
and lobster boiler at a
restaurant in Maine. The
experience would serve as
the inspiration for Bikini
Bottom’s favorite fast-food
restaurant, the Krusty Krab,
and its owner, the avari-
cious Mr. Krabs.

Hillenburg started work-
ing at the Orange County
Marine Institute in 1986,
and soon his boss encour-
aged him to put his draw-
ing skills to use with the
educational comic book. In
Hillenburg’s “intertidal
zone,” Bob the Sponge stars
alongside a tuxedo-wearing
Rocky the Shrimp, his
co-host, as they visit cre-
atures such as a cranky Mr.
Barnacle, a hungry lunch-
hunting crab, and a “beauti-

ful sea anemone,” who has
a hot date with the shrimp.

“This sponge character
in my 1989 comic book,
along with the undersea
setting of the Intertidal
Zone, was the precursor to
and served as my inspira-
tion for the SpongeBob
SquarePants character and
animated series. ... I picked
the sea sponge because I
wanted a funny-looking
narrator/announcer and
because I liked the versatil-
ity of the sponge as an
animal,” Hillenburg said in
a 2008 declaration, during
a copyright lawsuit in
which a California cartoon-
ist accused Hillenburg of
taking the idea of “Sponge-
Bob” from his 1991 adver-
tisement for a “Bob
Spongee” doll. Hillenburg
and Nickelodeon prevailed
in the case.

Hillenburg attempted to
sell the comic book to vari-
ous publishers in 1989. No
one was interested.

But it was no problem
for Hillenburg, who de-
cided that same year that
he wanted to go back to
school at the California
Institute of the Arts to
study experimental anima-
tion. The skills he picked
up there would eventually
land him a job with Nickel-
odeon, working as a story-
board artist for the chil-
dren’s series “Rocko’s Mod-
ern Life.” That’s where
Nickelodeon would first
encounter Hillenburg’s
initial undersea comic
book, “The Intertidal

Zone.”
“One of the guys saw it

and said, ‘This should be
your own show,’” Hillen-
burg told the Guardian in
2016.

So Hillenburg started
brainstorming. He wanted
more of a tiki vibe, inspired
by a recent visit to Tahiti
and a love of Hawaii, he
told the Guardian. He
started drawing up a new
sponge character, starting
with more amorphous sea
sponges who had stubby
limbs and droopy faces
before turning to the
square, kitchen sink sponge
— more in tune with the
squeaky-clean, rule-follow-
ing SpongeBob he would
become. “I thought [it] fit
perfectly the innocent, nerd
image and the series theme
of a character forever stuck
between a boy and a man,”
he said in the 2008 declara-
tion.

The result was Sponge
Boy, the name of the char-
acter when Hillenburg first
pitched the show to Nickel-
odeon in 1996.

“Who is Sponge Boy?”
Hillenburg wrote in his
original pitch to the net-
work in ’96. “Sponge Boy is
our hero! He’s a single male
sponge who resides in a
fully furnished, two-bed-
room... pineapple. He has
an abnormal love for his job
at ‘The Crusty Crab,’ a fast
food restaurant. In fact, he’s
so proud of his Crusty Crab
uniform that he never takes
it off — not even when he
showers. His big dream is

to capture the not-so-cov-
eted ‘Employee of the
month’ award, but, because
of his overzealous nature
and havoc it creates, this
goal constantly eludes
him.”

He described Squid-
ward, SpongeBob’s grumpy
neighbor and co-worker at

the Krusty Krab, as “the
kind of guy who subscribes
to Martha Stewart Living”
and “conducts along with
his favorite Beethoven
recordings,” and Plankton,
the owner of the failing
Chum Bucket restaurant, as
“a text book case of the
Napoleon complex” who
“talks like Gregory Peck
and with perfect diction.”

Nickelodeon executives
were sold on the spot.
Sponge Boy, however,
would become SpongeBob
after Hillenburg discovered
that a mop company had
already copyrighted
“Spongeboy” for its prod-
uct.

“SpongeBob” is perhaps
most loved for, above else,
its naivety, the slapstick
humor revolving around
SpongeBob’s self-created
fiascoes rather than dirty or
cruel jokes. Tolerance and
diversity have long been
central themes, as Sponge-
Bob is eager to befriend
virtually every living cre-
ature he meets (often obliv-
ious of his intrusions).
SpongeBob’s optimism,

Hillenburg said in his 2008
declaration, is intended to
“transform the way the
audience looks at things,
helping them find the irony
in even the dullest of life’s
details.”

But the mission that
originally led Hillenburg to
the Orange County Marine
Institute — wanting to
educate young people
about ocean conservation
and its beauty and all of its
endless curiosities — was
never far behind either.

As he told The Washing-
ton Post in 2009, just ahead
of a release of a “Sponge-
Bob SquarePants” docu-
mentary: “People have to
come together and realize
how important our oceans
are. One thing I’m hoping
will come out of the docu-
mentary is the realization
that the show came from
something that’s precious,
and that we need to appre-
ciate it. ... Hopefully, if you
watch ‘SpongeBob,’ you see
the plankton and the crabs
and starfish, and you’ll
want to take care of our
oceans.”

SpongeBob
Continued from Page 1

Ethan Slater, center, and company in “SpongeBob SquarePants: The Broadway Musical.” 

JOAN MARCUS/BLOOMBERG

CHICAGOLAND
THEATRE DIRECTORY

CHICAGOLAND
THEATRE DIRECTORY

Oriental Theatre | 800.775.2000
BroadwayInChicago.com

TODAY AT 2:00PM & 7:30PM
TOMORROW AT 7:30PM

Enjoy the Theater TonightEnjoy the Theater Tonight

GUESS Q’S BACK?
“FUN...CHARMING!” – Chicago Tribune

Mercury Theater Chicago
773.325.1700 mercurytheaterchicago.com

Cadillac Palace Theatre | 800.775.2000
BroadwayInChicago.com | Groups 10+: 312.977.1710

TONIGHT AT 7:30PM
TOMORROW AT 7:30PM

Q BROTHERS CHRISTMAS CAROL
312.595.5600 • www.chicagoshakes.com

TODAY 7:30, FRI 7:30, SAT 6 & 8:30, SUN 3

Chicago Shakespeare Theater on Navy Pier
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Today’s birthday (Nov. 29): Imagine an in-
spiring future, and pursue it this year. Finan-
cial strength comeswith steady practices.
Nurture your health and happiness. Store
your bountiful harvest thiswinter before
your journey changes. Shared assets rise this

summer before your income shifts.
Aries (March 21-April 19): Today is a 7. Don’t push yourself
too hard. Demand for your attentionmay be high.Make time
to strengthen foundational structures.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): 7. Romance competeswith
miscommunication ormistakes for your attention. Postpone
and delegate. Family comes first.Misunderstandings could
disrupt things. Patience and humor help.
Gemini (May21-June20): 6.Takecareofpractical andprag-
maticdetails athome.Make repairs to support structures. Stay
patientwithmiscommunications.Listenmore thanyouspeak.
Cancer (June 21-July 22): 8.Help others see the big picture.
Distractions and disruptions abound. Silly disagreements
waste time if you indulge them.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 8. The profit potential is high despite
obstacles, delays ormisunderstandings. Newdevelopments
could change the assignment. Don’t offer to pay for every-
thing. Simplify financial plans.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 9. As yougain strength, yougainop-
tions. Let goof apreconception, andkeepyour attitudeposi-
tive. Stick topractical solutions, and followrules scrupulously.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 6. Complete projects, and clean up.
Avoid travel or fuss. Keep a lowprofile. Nostalgic reflection
reminds you how far you’ve come. Planwhat’s next.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 7. Group efforts get farther than
solo. Get feedback fromyour community. Don’t believe ev-
erything you hear, though. Take itwith a grain of salt.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 8.Workdefinitely takespriority.
Someone important is paying attention.Resolve breakdowns
without losing your cool. Reinforce structural elements.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 8.Make travel or educational
plans. Keep your objective inmind. Check reservations, and
schedule carefully. Tempersmay be short.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 8. Join forceswith another for
funding. Changes necessitate budget revisions. Anticipate a
disagreement, and avoid financial discussions.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 7. An obstacle challenges your
partnership. Proceedwith caution. It’s not a good time to
gamble. Avoid arguments. Listenwithout interrupting.

— Nancy Black, Tribune Content Agency

Dilbert By Scott Adams

Baby Blues By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

Zits By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

Mr. Boffo By Joe Martin

Frazz By Jef Mallett

Horoscopes

The Argyle Sweater By Scott Hilburn

Bridge

Bliss By Harry Bliss

Classic Peanuts By Charles Schulz

Pickles By Brian Crane

Dick Tracy By Joe Staton and Mike Curtis

Animal Crackers By Mike Osbun

Prickly City By Scott Stantis

East-West vulnerable,West deals
North
♠ 8 2
♥ 4

West ♦ A K 9 5 4 3 East
♠ 10 7 3 ♣ 8 7 4 3 ♠ A 5
♥ A K Q 7 5 3 ♥ J 9 6
♦ J 10 South ♦ 8 7
♣ 9 6 ♠ K Q J 9 6 4 ♣A K J 10 5 2

♥ 10 8 2
♦ Q 6 2
♣Q

South’s aggressive bidding can be justified, perhaps, by
his side fit for partner’s diamond suit. Northmust have been
enjoying another cocktail when he bid five spades.However,
the callmight haveworked outwell for him.

The ace of hearts leadheld the first trick andWest shifted
to a club. Eastwon
with his king and
shifted accurately to
the eight of dia-
monds. Southwon
thiswithhis queen
and ruffed a heart
in dummy.At this
point, South could
have started on
trumps and finished
down two.The op-

ponentswere surely cold for at least 11 tricks, so down two
wouldhave been an excellent result, but South thought he
could get out for downone.

South ruffed a club in his hand and ruffed his last heart
in dummy.He ruffed a clubwith his six of spades andwas
over-ruffed byWest’s seven.West led a diamond to dum-
my’s ace. South ruffed a clubwith the jack of spades and led
the queen of spades to the ace, leaving this position:

North
♠ Void
♥ Void

West ♦ K 9 5 East
♠ 10 ♣Void ♠ 5
♥ K Q ♥ Void
♦ Void South ♦ Void
♣Void ♠ K 9 ♣A 5

♥ Void
♦ 6
♣Void

The ace of clubs finished South. Should he ruff high, the
opponentswould have the rest. A low ruffwould be over-
ruffed and the king of heartswould force out his last trump.
Down four. Ouch!
— Bob Jones, tcaeditors@tribpub.com

The bidding:

West North East South

1♥ 2♦ 3♦* 3♠

4♥ Pass Pass 4♠

Pass Pass 5♥ Pass

Pass 5♠ Dbl All pass

*Heart fit with at least invitational
values

Opening lead: Ace of♥
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Jumble
Unscramble the four Jumbles, one letter per square, to
form fourwords. Then arrange the circled letters to form
the surprise answer, as suggested by this cartoon.

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek. © 2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
All rights reserved.

Sudoku

By The Mepham Group

© 2018. Distributed by

Tribune Content Agency,

LLC. All rights reserved.

11/29

Answerhere

Wednesday’s answers

Complete the grid
so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box in
bold borders contains
every digit 1 to 9.

Wednesday’s
solutions

Crossword 11/29

Across
1 Goat quote
4Monorail users
9Driving range
instructors

13Central cooling systs.
14Kick
15 She converted

to Judaism after
marrying her comedy
partner

16 Study of a portentous
woodchuck?

18Opposition group
19 Submits returns online
20Prevents legally
22Hoppy brew, for short
23 Study of tears?
24Humanitiesmaj.
26Dash gauge
29 Slovenia neighbor, to

the IOC
30Player of TheBride

in “Kill Bill” films,
familiarly

31Made a blunder

33Take suddenly
37 Small store
39 Fuzzy fruit
41 Exercise in a studio
42Android operating

systemnamed for a
cookie

43Trustymount
45 Shaving cream type
46 “American

Experience” network
49Bart’s bus driver
50Drawupon
51 Study of common

articles?
55Thatwoman
57EchoDot-waking

words
58Cornell’s home
61Others, in Cuba
62 Study of hiking

choices?
65Tells all
66 “At theMovies” co-

host
67 Shepherd’s pie piece
68Craftsywebsite
69Brother inRoman lore
70Give a darn

Down
1 Itmay have an “X”
2 Physical discomfort
3 “Whatever!”
4 “Missed your chance!”
5 Romeo or Juliet
6 “A Sorta Fairytale”
singer Tori

7Newcar stat
8More timid
9 Study of literary tools?

10 7:11, e.g.
11 Circular gasket
12 Impertinent
15 TheMasters, e.g.
17 Carmex target
21MoMA location
23 Puppy plaything
24Heavyweight fight?
25 “Rubáiyát” poet
27 First rescue boat
28 FootballHall of Famer

Carter
32Count calories
34Officerswho follow

their own code
35Manymonths
36Christian of “TheBig

Short”
38 Study of lids and caps?
40Matching group
44Throwback some

Absolut, say
47 Sanctify
48Chi __
51 “All __ in favor ... ”
52 Bandleader’s cue
53Works for
54Rubbernecker
56Evil film computer
58Thing
59Dead-end signword
60 Screenwriter James
63Wartime prez
64Veer off course

By C.C. Burnikel. Edited by Rich
Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis.
© 2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Wednesday’s solution

Wantmore
puzzles?

Go to chicagotribune

.com/games

Dustin By Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

For Better or for Worse By Lynn Johnston

Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall

Hägar the Horrible By Chris Browne

Mutts By Patrick McDonnell

WuMo By Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Sherman’s Lagoon By Jim Toomey

Brewster Rockit: Space Guy! By Tim Rickard

Broom-Hilda By Russell Myers

JumbleCrosswordTriviaBits

By David L. Hoyt.

ReaderPhil
Schwimmerasks:
Roughly speak-
ing, howold are
youwhenyou’ve
beenalive for 1
billion seconds?
A) 13 years and 7

months
B) 25 years and 3

weeks
C) 31 years and 251

days
D)48years, 36days

and4hours
Wednesday’s an-
swer:TheMolasses
Act of 1733 placed
a tax onmolasses,
sugarandrum.
© 2018 Leslie Elman. Dist.
by Creators.com





Kitchen 
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Mirrors can create illusion of space, make a statement  PAGE 2  

Bathroom exhaust fan plays vital role, needs care  PAGE 5

Weigh cost, time commitment before suing builder  PAGE 6

Makeover of long-neglected house 

saves it from demolition  PAGE 4
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Regardless of their size or
shape, mirrors can go a long way
in helping to elevate nearly any
space of the home. Here are
some tips for incorporating
mirrors into your decor.

1. Consider mirrors as an afford-
able alternative to traditional
artwork. Mirrors are typically
lower-priced wall decor.

2. Consider hanging identical
mirrors in a grid pattern or in a
series. This technique can work
especially well to give the illu-
sion of height or width to a
space.

3. Look for unusual shapes and
sizes to add an increased sense
of glam.

4. Go thin! For many, the look of
ultra-thin frames is an attractive
choice. They blend beautifully
into the background and work
well for a modern, subtle look
that doesn’t overwhelm or
dominate.

5. Experiment with floor mir-
rors. Floor mirrors aren’t just for

corners or oddly shaped niches.
Why not have them be part of a
major design statement, such as
placed on either side of a fire-
place mantel?

6. Use shape mapping. This is a
designer trick in which a shape
is repeated throughout a space.
For example, pair artwork that
depicts a circle, square or oval
with a mirror of the same shape.

7. Use mirrors in small spaces.
They can make rooms seem
larger.

8. Consider interesting finishes
and colors. From red, yellow or
black to metallic finishes such as
silver and gold, mirrors can also
add color to a space.

9. Hang mirrors in pairs or
groupings. Whether hung in
even or odd numbers, hanging
mirrors in organized or whimsi-
cal groupings can be a creative
use.

10. Mix and match. It is not only
interesting and fun to mix and
match mirrors of different
frames, shapes and sizes — You
can also mix in framed black and
white prints.

Identical rectangular

mirrors hung in a

grid pattern help

add height to a

loftlike living space. 

DESIGN RECIPES

Mirror, mirror 
on the wall: Tips for

using them best of all
By Cathy Hobbs
Tribune News Service

A series of mirrors

placed across from

artwork helps elon-

gate a hallway. 

SCOTT MORRIS/DESIGN RECIPES 

Alexa is Amazon’s virtu-
al voice assistant, released
in November 2014. You
have to pay for the hard-
ware, but the service is
free. 

The system is controlled
by speaking commands to
Amazon’s Echo Bluetooth
speaker. I’m using an Echo
Plus, and if I were grading
it on the sound alone, it’s

outstanding.
Setting it up is simple,

especially since you get
written instructions along
with Alexa speaking in-
structions. 

Obviously, since it’s
driven by Amazon, you do
have to have an account to
log into the Amazon Alexa
app on your smartphone.
After logging into the app,
it’s pretty straightforward;
set up the app, connect
your home Wi-Fi to Alexa

and start talking to your
new friend.

The voice assistant sys-
tem can do a lot of things;
control your smart home
devices to unlock doors,
change a thermostat and
turn an appliance on or off. 

You can also make
phone calls, send messages,
get the news of the day and
weather reports and even
go shopping, to name just a
sampling of the features.
Your choices are endless.

I already have Alexa
compatible Nest thermo-
stats installed in my house,
so I added them with the
app. So now when my wife
is cold, all she has to say is
“Alexa, raise the tempera-
ture by 5 degrees.”

One feature I find amaz-
ing is voice-controlled
shopping, which is only
available to Amazon Prime
members. 

So if you’re out of deter-
gent, coffee or other Prime

products, just tell Alexa
what you need. Since she is
already connected to your
account, your credit card
will be charged and what-
ever you asked for is on the
way.

I finished by asking
Alexa if I can now have a
margarita since my holi-
day/vacation week has
begun. She replied that she
doesn’t have an opinion on
that, so I made the decision
on my own.

FINDS

Voice assistant: Alexa do this, Alexa do that
By Gregg Ellman
Tribune News Service
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Your project begins at AiroomHome.com

847.268.2203 | 6825 N. Lincoln Ave, Lincolnwood, IL

*Certain exclusions and limitations may apply. Lifetime warranty does not include custom home projects.

See written warranty for details. Call for more information.

ADDITIONS | KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | INTERIORS | CUSTOM HOMES
Site Location: Lincolnwood Showroom

Designed & Built by Airoom

esign,

kitchen remodels, home additions, interior remodels and custom homes. To celebrate

this milestone we’re offering a lifetime warranty on all construction services — so

your dream home lasts a lifetime.

Visit our 30,000 sq. ft. design build

center and new Airoom Live Center.

CALL NOW FOR A FREE

DESIGN CONSULTATION

me or mpeccable d

tc en remo e s ome a ons nter or remo e s and custom homes To c

LIFETIME WARRANTY WITH YOUR KITCHEN REMODEL

TO CELEBRATE 60 YEARS OF SERVICE

YOUR KITCHEN REMODEL

WILL LAST A LIFETIME*
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When Leslie walked
through the long-neglected
house that was to become
her family’s home, it was
the kitchen that tugged at
her heart the most. The
house, originally scheduled
for the wrecking ball, had
stood empty for years and
was in bad shape by the
time Leslie and her hus-
band, Dan, discovered it. As
they walked through the
house, Leslie flipped when
she saw the open-concept
kitchen. She could picture
it filled with light and color,
and all the energy and joy
of her family of six.

It took 11 months to
bring this neglected home
back to life. And each room
has Leslie’s bright person-
ality stamped upon it. To-
day, we’re spending some
time in her absolute favor-
ite space: the kitchen and
adjoining hearth room.

After they knocked out a

fireplace that divided the
kitchen space from the
family room, Leslie had a
very large room to work
with. She divided it into
three separate spaces, the
kitchen at one end, the
hearth room at the other
and a casual dining space at
the center. 

This welcoming hangout
spot shows off some of the
things Leslie loves most:
chinoiserie, wallpaper, the
color pink and bold pat-
terns. Leslie laughs that her
eldest daughter told her,
“OK, Mom. You have
enough pink!” Leslie’s
response? “You can never
have enough pink!”

Anne, a Nell Hill’s de-
signer, worked closely with
Leslie to help bring her
vision for the space to life.
Leslie had a great sectional
sofa she wanted to dress up
with pillows. And there
was a dreamy window seat,
just dying for the right mix
of textiles to make it even
more inviting. She and
Anne had fun wandering

through bolts of fabric,
looking for a happy, playful
mix of chinoiserie patterns
and other fabrics in Leslie’s
favorite color palette of
pinks, greens and teals.

Leslie’s mom owned a
wallpaper and decorating
store for 26 years, and that
is where Leslie developed

her deep, abiding love for
wallpaper. While she keeps
most of the walls in her
home a light gray — a per-
fect neutral backdrop that
balances her daring choices
in color and pattern — she
showcases wallpaper in
interesting places. In her
hearth room, she used a

funky zebra pattern wall-
paper to back her built-in
bookcases. It’s lively
enough to provide some
visual interest but muted
enough to play second
fiddle to the accents that fill
the bookcase’s shelves.

This bookcase, to the
side of the kitchen, doubles

as a home office. One of
Leslie’s favorite hobbies is
scouring the local antique
mall, looking for diamonds
in the rough she can sal-
vage and restore, bargain
finds that become beautiful
additions to her decor. All
the built in bookcases give
her ample space to show-
case her treasures.

It’s a rare day when
Leslie’s house isn’t filled
with guests, whether it’s a
pack of teens raiding the
fridge after school, or a
party of friends and family.
The expansive kitchen
island is the perfect space
to gather for a snack or a
glass of wine.

This happy, welcoming
kitchen area has turned out
exactly as Leslie pictured it
that first day when she
walked through the empty,
neglected house. It has
taken on the welcoming
spirit of these gracious
homeowners, a wonderful
example of how to design
your home so it’s a reflec-
tion of you.

The open-concept kitchen tugged at the homebuyer’s heart the most. She imagined it filled with light, color and family.

BOB GREENSPAN/TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

A bookcase area off the kitchen doubles as a home office.

Happiness on menu in bright kitchen
By Mary Carol
Garrity
Tribune News Service

A window seat is enhanced by a mix of textiles that make it even more inviting.
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The humble bathroom
exhaust fan might not
occupy your mind very
often, except maybe when
you flip the switch by
accident while fumbling
around for the lights. But
an exhaust fan plays a vital
role in your bathroom, and
it sometimes requires
attention and care.

What are the benefits

of a fan? The fan provides
multiple benefits to your
bathroom. First up, and
most obviously, it improves
air quality and quickly
removes unpleasant odors.
By removing moisture
from the air after a bath or
shower, it also works to
prevent mold and mildew.
This also protects your
fixtures, paint and wall
boards — all of which
suffer damage over the
long term from excess air
moisture.

An exhaust fan needs to
vent the air outdoors. If it
feeds into an attic, ridge
vent, or crawlspace, the
moist air is out of sight but
not out of mind. Mold can
grow undetected if the
moisture remains in an
indoor enclosed space.

Your installer will have
several options for venting
out air, including wall
mounts that vent the air
directly outside or ceiling-
mounted fans that send the
air out through roofs or
ducts. Ceiling mounts
provide the most efficient
operation, since they re-
move hot, damp air as it
rises.

How should I install an

exhaust fan? If you’d like
to add a new exhaust fan,
most handymen and elec-
tricians can handle this
work. Installing a bath-
room exhaust fan usually
takes three to four hours
and costs between $165
and $350. It can take long-
er and cost more if it’s a
first-floor installation on a
multi-level home, or if you
choose an upscale silent
fan, which can run $200
on its own. Some states
require a licensed electri-
cian to do this kind of
work. If you hire an electri-
cian, you may also need to
hire a handyman or other
provider to patch up dry-
wall or do other finishing
work.

You’ll pay more for a
brand-new installation as
compared with a replace-
ment, which won’t involve

cutting new holes or run-
ning connections to ducts.

How to care for an ex-

haust fan: Once your
exhaust fan is installed,
don’t just forget about it.
Dirt on the fan can slow
down the works and short-
en its usable lifespan. In
rare circumstances, a lint-
filled exhaust fan can pose
a fire hazard. Plus, a dirty
vent just doesn’t look nice.
Regularly dust the outside
cover and vents, and occa-
sionally remove the cover
and clean out accumulated
dirt and debris.

After a bath or shower,
try to run the fan for 10 or
15 minutes to draw out all
the humidity. You can pay a
little extra to add a timer
switch to your fan to run it
longer, or even a humidi-
stat that automatically
turns the fan on and off as
the humidity changes. 

Avoid fans that turn on
and off with the light
switch. They often turn off
before the fan has time to
complete its work.

One tip: Try to leave the
bathroom door or window
open at least a little while
the fan is running. This
promotes air movement
and saves wear and tear on
the fan motor.

Bathroom exhaust fans can include extras such as lights or humidity sensors.

DREAMSTIME 

Multiple benefits to using 
a bathroom exhaust fan
By Paul F. P. Pogue
Angie’s List

HOME REMEDIES

I have noticed some
insects that look like
mosquitoes flying
around my houseplants
when I move the pots or
water them. Are these
harmful to my plants,
and what can I do to get
rid of them?

— Beth Anderson, Kenil-
worth

Fungus gnats are a com-
mon pest of plants grown
indoors, especially in
situations where humidity
and moisture are consis-
tently high. The adult
fungus gnat is a small
(1⁄8-inch long), dark,
mosquitolike insect with
long legs and one pair of
clear wings. The gnats do
not bite but are annoying
in large numbers. They
generally remain at the
base of the plants and are
usually first noticed flying
around houseplants as the
plants are watered or
moved. You may also see
them gathered near adja-
cent windows. 

Adult fungus gnats live
for seven to 10 days. The
females can lay 200 to 300
eggs in the potting soil
during this time. The
larvae will emerge in four
to six days and feed on the
plant’s roots and any de-
caying plant material. The
larvae are found in the top
2 inches of the potting soil
and have a shiny black
head and an elongated
whitish or transparent
body. You can tell if the
larvae are present by plac-
ing a few very thin slices of
raw potato on top of the
soil. The larvae will begin
to feed on the potato
within a few days.

In this pupal stage,
which can last three to
four days, the insect can
cause damage to the plant.
The entire life cycle from
egg to adult may be com-
pleted in as little as three
weeks, depending on room
temperature, so potted
plants can host each life

cycle stage of egg, larva,
pupa and adult in multiple
generations at the same
time.

Houseplants can show
sudden wilting, loss of
vigor, poor growth and
yellowing when they are
heavily infested with fun-
gus gnats. A considerable
portion of the plants may
be killed during heavy
infestation, so taking mea-
sures to control them is
important. Because this
insect prefers moist condi-
tions, allow the growing
medium to dry to a depth
of 1 to 2 inches before
watering again. This helps
kill the larvae and inhibit
the development of eggs
while making the soil less
attractive to egg-laying
females.

If possible, water the
plant from the bottom but
empty the saucer after an
hour. Once you have the
pest eliminated, be careful
not to overwater in the
future. 

Other control options
include installing yellow
sticky cards to attract and
capture the fungus gnats.
Attach the cards, which are

available at garden centers,
to wooden skewers or
sticks and place horizon-
tally at the pot’s surface. 

There are commercially
available biological control
agents that can control
fungus gnats in pots. 

Several Bti products
(biological insecticide
Bacillus thuringiensis sub-
species israelensis) are
available in retail nurseries
and garden centers. Bti
does not reproduce or
persist indoors, so fungus
gnat infestations in potting
media might require re-
peated applications at
about five-day intervals to
provide control.

You can also try spray-
ing the top of the growing
medium lightly with an
insecticidal soap when you
spot the pests. Modifying
your watering practices
will be an important part
of getting the fungus gnats
under control and prevent-
ing their reappearance.

Tim Johnson is director of
horticulture for the Chicago
Botanic Garden in Glencoe.

ctc-realestate@chicagotribune.com

Fungus gnats commonly
prey on indoor plants 
By Tim Johnson
Chicago Tribune

African violets are susceptible to fungus gnats, which can

cause indoor plants to show sudden wilting, loss of vigor,

poor growth and yellowing when they are heavily infested. 

CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN 
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Yesterday I did a 30-
minute phone consultation
with a gentleman who lives
in New Jersey. It was a grim
call because he was think-
ing about suing his builder.
I started helping this man
over a year ago as he started
to build his dream home.
Unfortunately, he signed a
contract with a dishonest
builder and didn’t discover
it until it was too late.

I’ve done expert testi-
mony in building defect
lawsuits for nearly 20 years.
A recent case had me
crawling all over the roof of
the Brazilian ambassador’s
home in Antigua. You may
be a homeowner who’s
been violated by a bad
builder, and your first in-
stinct is to extract justice
using the legal system.

I’ll share what’s involved,
based on my experience,
and offer advice on how to
avoid legal snafus that can
suck the life force out of
you as well as drain your
savings account.

I’m not an attorney, nor
am I offering you legal
advice. I’m simply sharing
what might happen if you
decide to jump into the fray
at your county courthouse.

Here’s a very condensed
timeline of what usually
happens. The process could
vary in your state depend-
ing on your laws. The first
step is for you to meet with
an attorney to discuss what
happened. She or he may
then advise you to file a
claim or suit against your
builder.

The next phase of the

process involves fact-find-
ing. Sometimes it’s referred
to as discovery. Both parties
to the lawsuit might submit
questions to the other side
and ask for documents and
other paperwork that relate
to the facts.

Experts are then hired to
produce a report about
what they see and what
might actually be wrong.
The best experts look more
for building code violations
than subjective quality
issues. It’s also a good idea
to see if products were
installed exactly as the

manufacturer states in its
written instructions.

Once the expert reports
are submitted, depositions
might take place. The attor-
neys, in the presence of a
court reporter or stenogra-
pher, ask questions of the
parties, witnesses, experts,
etc., under oath. Any testi-
mony may be used in a
courtroom should you take
the issue that far.

All of the above requires
countless hours, much of it
billed at an hourly rate in
excess of $175 or $200 per
hour. Costs can shoot up

faster than Fourth of July
bottle rocket.

At this point, the attor-
neys, who typically have
not been personally in-
volved in your case, start to
reach out to one another to
see if a settlement can be
reached. The expert reports
are often like a winning
hand at the $500 blackjack
table. If your expert has
pages of proof that your
builder really goofed up,
then the builder usually
folds. Very few lawsuits
actually go to trial.

However, let’s assume

you decide not to settle. You
want your day in court. The
costs continue to mount.
And there’s no guarantee
you’ll win. Even if you do
win, in almost all states you
don’t get any money that
day. You’ll probably be
granted a judgment against
the builder. You then have
to spend more money to try
to get the money called for
in the judgment. And the
builder may not have any
money to get.

My advice to you, if you
are bent on reprisal, is to
meet with your attorney

and ask all the right ques-
tions in less than an hour.
Forget about the builder
and just ask all the ques-
tions about what it might
cost to stroll down the legal
pathway, how long it will
take, what does the typical
settlement look like, and
what are the chances of
getting any money from the
builder. Gather the hard
data and determine
whether you should just
lick your wounds and
spend the money you’d give
to your attorney and ex-
perts on repairing the de-
fects in your new home.

You can avoid misery like
this with great plans and
specifications. You also
need itemized bids from
your builder so you know
how much everything costs.
This allows you to only give
as much money to the
builder as he deserves as
the project unfolds. Always
have enough money to
finish the project if things
go south.

A professional builder
that’s well capitalized will
rarely object to getting paid
within 30 days for work
he’s completed. He knows
he’s going to satisfy you.
He’s got charge accounts
and he doesn’t pay his
workers or subs in advance.

Dishonest or undercapi-
talized builders tend to
want money in advance and
they can get ahead of you if
you give them too much
money, as did the home-
owner in New Jersey. He’s
going to spend an addi-
tional $70,000 to fix all the
mistakes and unfinished
work. Don’t let this happen
to you.

When things go south with a builder
By Tim Carter
Tribune Content Agency

If a relationship with a builder sours, a lawsuit is an option but people need to weigh the financial and time commitment.

TIM CARTER PHOTO 

Callahan
Blandings
Schaper
Realtors

Se Habla Español

2436 Grand Avenue • Waukegan
(847) 249-0660 • cbsrealtors.biz

Licensed in IL & WI

Space available from 1870 to 5950 sf in the heart of Lake County’s
newest medical/professional corridor. Efficient space planning
available and ample parking. Ready for tenant improvements.
Priced from $158,950.Call Tim O’Leary 224-944-1857

Price Reduced! Two Libertyville office condos for sale. 1200 sf
with 3 exam rooms, private office, staff and reception area in
each unit. Excellent demographics and traffic counts. $239,900
per unit.Call Tim O’Leary 224-944-1857

Just Listed! Almost 11,000 sf corner brick building
with 4 drive-in doors located halfway between Rt. 41
& the lakefront.Ideal for contractor or investor as 50%
of the space is under a NNN lease. $349,000

Wauconda! Attractive, freestanding banquet facility with a
seating capacity of 250 and ample parking in Western Lake
County. Elegant interior and convenient location. $724,000
Call John P. 224-730-1953 for all the details.

COMMERCIAL CORNERCOMMERCIAL CORNER 847-374-3676847-374-3676
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40%OFF
CABINETRY
with your bathroom remodel*

847.268.2153 | ReviveDB.com

Designed & Built by Revive

Complimentary
In-Home Design
Consultation

DDDDeDeDDDDeDDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDDeDDeDe iiiiisiisisissisisignggngngngngnggngn ddddddededededededdedededeed &&&&&&&&&&&& BBBBBBBBBBBBB iiiuiuiuiuiltllltltltlt bbbbbbbbbbbyyyy RRRReReReRRe iiiviviviviveveeeeveveveeDesigned & Built by Revive
69 1 9 N . L I NCOLN AVE , L I NCOLNWOOD, I L
MONDAY - F R I DAY: 1 0 - 5 | SATURDAY: 1 0 - 4

VISIT OUR BATHROOM DESIGN SHOWROOM

*Offer valid until 12/31/18. On select brands only. Exclusions apply.
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To fund their retirement
and move to a cheaper
neighborhood, a couple in
their 60s had to liquidate
their 1912 colonial. Acting
on a professional stager’s
instructions, the couple
cleared away every piece of
their furniture and re-
moved all their art and
window coverings. Then
the stager arrived with a
U-Haul full of her own
upscale furnishings.

In this true story, the
stager’s magic had a seem-
ingly miraculous result.
The first day the house
went on the market, it
attracted five offers at the
list price or above.

Whether the couple
buying the property — a
pair of lawyers in their
early 30s — got a fair deal
on a solid place without
serious flaws won’t be
known until after they
move in. That’s because
when they wrote their
all-cash offer, they waived
their right to a home in-
spection.

Given the severe short-
age of available housing in
popular areas, many buy-
ers are pulling out all the
stops to outdo other pro-
spects. But buyer advo-
cates fear some overly
accommodating purchas-
ers could get stuck with
lemons.

“Without due diligence
up front, you could come
down with a terrible case
of buyers’ remorse later.
Once the stager’s glitzy
stuff is gone, you might
discover that the roof is
rotten, the foundation is
cracked and the appliances
don’t function,” says Tom
Early, a real estate broker
and past president of the
National Association of
Exclusive Buyer Agents.

Early says that as home
staging becomes more
prevalent, more buyers are
overly influenced by the

love-at-first-sight effect
that can make a flawed
home seem irresistible. But
buyers should probe
deeper to ensure that all
the home’s fundamentals
are in order, lest they are
lured into an ill-advised
purchase, says Sid Davis,
author of “A Survival
Guide for Buying a Home.”

Reid Guthrie, an inspec-
tor affiliated with the
American Society of Home
Inspectors, says first-time
buyers are especially likely
to fall for a property that
“shows well.” But disen-
chantment can soon fol-
low.

Here are a few pointers
for buyers:

Take full advantage 
of your first tour 
of a property.

Obviously, a buyer can
learn much more from
visiting a home than by
simply seeing it online.
And a resourceful pur-
chaser will take full advan-
tage of a visit.

Guthrie, a veteran of the
home inspection field,
urges buyers to investigate
when they see furniture or
carpets positioned in un-
usual ways.

“Sometimes the seller
will use throw rugs or
pieces of furniture to try to
conceal problems or de-
fects,” Guthrie says.

Attempt to measure
room sizes yourself.

To make homes look
spacious, stagers some-
times clear away all but a
few key pieces of furniture
per room. And when cre-
ating a model home for a
builder, they may even
bring in scaled-down fur-
niture to give the illusion
of enhanced size. To guard
against such practices,
Davis urges buyers to bring
along measuring devices
when touring properties.

He also suggests you
bring the measurements of
your largest pieces of furni-
ture to provide a sense of
the scale of a home relative
to your belongings.

Find an inspector who is
an eager detective.

Guthrie acknowledges
that some in his field are
more interested in packing
multiple inspections into a
day than doing in-depth
checks.

“You’ve got to wonder
about any inspector who
doesn’t want his clients
there when he’s going
through the house because
it will slow him down,”
Guthrie says.

As Davis says, a quality
inspector is enthusiastic
about discovering the
inner workings of a home
and can prove invaluable to
sharp buyers.

Wooed by beautiful landscaping and effective home stag-

ing, buyers might be influenced by the love-at-first-sight

effect that can make a flawed home seem irresistible. 

IRINA88W/GETTY 

Don’t get swept away
by love at first sight
By Ellen James
Martin 
Andrews McMeel Syndication
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Rate Criteria: The rates and annual percentage rate (APR) are effective as of 11/26/18. All rates, fees and other information are subject to change without
notice. RateSeeker, LLC. does not guarantee the accuracy of the information appearing above or the availability of rates and fees in this table. The
institutions appearing in this table pay a fee to appear in this table. Annual percentage rates (APRs) are based on fully indexed rates for adjustable rate
mortgages (ARMs). The APR on your specific loan may differ from the sample used. All rates are quoted on a minimum FICO score of 740. Conventional
loans are based on loan amounts of $165,000. Jumbo loans are based on loan amounts of $453,101. Lock Days: 30-60. Points quoted include discount
and/or origination. Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance. The APR may increase after consummation and may vary. FHA Mortgages
include both UFMIP and MIP fees based on a loan amount of $165,000 with 5% down payment. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Fees
reflect charges relative to the APR. If your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value, you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or
PMI. VA Mortgages include funding fees based on a loan amount of $165,000 with 5% down payment. If your down payment is less than 20%
of the home’s value, you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI. “Call for Rates” means actual rates were not available at press
time. To access the NMLS Consumer Access website, please visit www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. To appear in this table, call 773-320-8492.

Institution 30 yr APR 30 yr Fixed Product Rate Points Fees % Down APR Phone / Website NMLS # / License #

Mortgage Guide
ADVERTISEMENT

rateSeeker.com

TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS FEATURE, CALL SALES DEPARTMENT @ 773-320-8492

4.570%

Rate: 4.500
15 yr fixed 4.000 0.000 $595 5% 4.100

3/1 ARM 5.000 0.000 $5 5% 5.100

5/1 ARM 4.875 0.000 $5 5% 4.876

7/1 ARM 5.000 0.000 $5 5% 5.150

30 yr jumbo 4.750 0.000 $50 20% 4.777

5/1 jumbo ARM 4.875 0.000 $50 20% 4.888

30 yr FHA 4.500 0.000 $50 3.5% 4.530

No JUNK Fees, Free Appraisal, More Programs, CALL NOW!

888-595-7339

NMLS# 246585

Gateway Capital

Mortgage Inc.

Points: 0.000
LIC# 6760411

30yr Fixed

APR

Fees: $595 www.gwcmortgage.com

% Down: 5%

Central Federal

Savings and

Loan Association

4.863%

Rate: 4.750
20 yr fixed 4.500 0.000 $755 20% 4.652

15 yr fixed 4.125 0.000 $755 20% 4.314

10 yr fixed 4.000 0.000 $755 20% 4.271

7/1 ARM (30yr) 4.375 0.000 $755 20% 4.981

30 yr jumbo 4.750 0.000 $755 20% 4.802

20 yr jumbo 4.500 0.000 $755 20% 4.569

15 yr jumbo 4.125 0.000 $755 20% 4.210

Exclusive Lock & Shop Pre-Approval Program from your Local Lender. Call for Details!

708-416-3690

NMLS# 458026

Points: 0.000

30yr Fixed

APR

Fees: $755 www.centralfederalsavings.com

% Down: 20%

4.863%

Rate: 4.750
20 yr fixed 4.375 0.000 $999 20% 4.527

15 yr fixed 4.125 0.000 $999 20% 4.319

5/1 ARM 3.750 0.000 $999 20% 5.038

Mortgages are our business for over 120 years!

Apply online – Fast approval.

Ask about our full pre-approval product – same as a cash offer.

Great rates on multi-family properties.

We service our own loans!

847-737-9020

NMLS# 787575

Liberty Bank

for Savings

Points: 0.000

30yr Fixed

APR

Fees: $999 www.libertybankmortgage.com

% Down: 20%
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Search jobs. Post your resume. Stand out from the crowd. chicagotribune.com/jobs

YOUR
PERFECT
JOB
IS WAITING

Anyon e who has a library and a garden wants
for nothing. -- Cicero

Nice 4 bdrm 1 bth house w/ laundry hookup. 
$800 + util. + sec. dep. Pets ok. (815) 872-8901

FORD HEIGHTS $800 60411
 AMBASSADOR LANE AND WOODLAWN SFH

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
SOUTH/SOUTHWEST

NICE ROOM w/ stove, fridge & bath. Near Aldi, 
Whole Food’s, Walgreen’s, Beach, Red Line & 
Buses. Elevator & Laundry. (773)-275-4442

EDGEWATER $133/WK & UP 60660
- OTHER

LARGE SUNNY ROOM w/ fridge & microwave. 
Near Oak Park, Green Line & Busses. 24 Hr. Desk, 
Parking Lot, Gym & Fit. Center. (773)-378-8888

CHICAGO, $101/WK & UP 60644
AUSTIN OTHER

BIG ROOM w/ stove, fridge, bath & nice wood 
floors. Near Red Line, Jewel, Mariano’s & Buses. 
Elevator and Laundry. (773)-561-4970

CHICAGO $123/ WK  & UP 60640
- OTHER

CLEAN ROOM w/ fridge & microwave, Near Oak 
Park,  Food-4-Less, Wal-Mart, Walgreen’s, Busses 
& Metra, Laundry, Rear Yard. (773)-637-5957

CHICAGO $115/WK & UP 60639
AUSTIN OTHER

ROOMS FOR RENT

Search for your new Real Estate Property at classifieds.chicagotribune.com

To place a real estate ad, visit chicagotribune.com/advertiser/realestate

REALESTATE ARKETPLACE

Books are not made for furniture, but there is
nothing else that so beautifully furnishes a
house. ---Henry Ward Beecher

Naples area home for rent and for sale. 4BR 
beach house in Barefoot Beach. $20,000 rent/
month and $3,995,000 asking price. Available 
now. 90 day minimum. Barefootbeach.com        
239-248-5580 Amerivest Realty

NAPLES/BONITA SPRINGS $20000 34134
104 KAULA LANE SFH

Beautiful + bright 2 bd/2bth, avail 1/1/19, $8,000/
mo, 3 mo min, no pets, walk to beach, John (917) 
972-8252 https://www.vrbo.com/247361

NAPLES $8000 34109
PELICAN BAY APARTMENT

VACATION PROPERTY
FOR RENT

Kedzie & Lawrence. no deposit, sec 8
welcome, studio, 1, 2, 3, and 4BR, 2BA $550+,
hardwood flrs, convenient location, 847-401-
4574 or 773-642-9899

ROGERS PARK $550+ 60659
PETERSON & DAMEN AND APARTMENT

no deposit, studio & 1BD $650+, sec. 8 ok.
free heat/gas/electric, convenient location,
laundry, 773-616-1253 or 773-489-9226

LOGAN SQUARE $650+ 60647
KEDZIE & FULLERTON APARTMENT

APT FOR RENT
NORTHWEST



C
C

hi
ca

go
 T

ri
bu

n
e

|
H

om
es

|
Se

ct
io

n
5

|
T

hu
rs

da
y,

N
ov

em
be

r
29

,2
01

8

12

www.RobertShutay.com

Ambassador Orland Park • 708-349-1111

Tinley Park $239,900
Busy business district. Run your own business and have
apartment income. MLS# 10100733

Ambassador Robert Shutay 708-349-1111

Orland Park $265,000
2400sf 2sty bldg perfect for retail business or offc. Corner
lot w/pkg & garage! MLS# 10117141

Ambassador Robert Shutay 708-349-1111

Orland Park $269,900
Prime loc! Retail & apt in Old Orland 3-unit bldg w/mthly
rental of aprox $3600. MLS# 09870864

Ambassador Robert Shutay 708-349-1111

OPEN SAT/SUN 12-4

16337 Emerson Dr, Orland Park $495,900
NEW CONSTRUCTION! 3br, 2.5ba 2sty w/cath clgs, HW
flrs, mn lvl mstr, offc & ldry. MLS# 10028804

Ambassador Robert Shutay 708-349-1111

Orland Park $574,900
5br all brk 4600sf 2sty w/full walk-out bsmt on 1/2 acre
lot in private setting. MLS# 09939857

Ambassador Robert Shutay 708-349-1111

Orland Park $944,900
5br brick 2sty w/9900sf of living space. Full fin w/o, 2
ktchns, 5 frplcs & more. MLS# 10076023

Ambassador Robert Shutay 708-349-1111

New Lenox $1,295,000
Meticulously maintained cstm-blt 5br home on private 1.5
acre wooded cul-de-sac. MLS# 10087202

Ambassador Robert Shutay 708-349-1111

Homer Glen $399,900
Spacious 4br maint-free 2sty, mn flr mstr, full fin w/o has
2nd ktchn,gated com. MLS# 10112781

Ambassador Robert Shutay 708-349-1111

Homer Glen $549,900
3600sf ranch w/gourmet kitchen, 1.4 acre lot, full base-
ment and inground pool. MLS# 10119926

Ambassador Robert Shutay 708-349-1111

Country Club Hills $75,000
Busy fast food business in great location w/plenty of pkg.
Turn key operation. MLS# 10095944

Ambassador Robert Shutay 708-349-1111


