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Cohen
admits

lying to
Congress

Former Trump attorney
pleads guilty, points to talks
about Moscow tower project

BY ERrIC TUCKER, LARRY
NEUMEISTER AND CHAD DAY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Donald
Trump’s former lawyer, Michael Cohen,
confessed in a surprise guilty plea
Thursday that he lied to Congress about
a Moscow real estate deal he pursued on
Trump’s behalf during the heat of the
2016 Republican campaign. He said he
lied to be consistent with Trump’s
“political messaging”

Cohen’s plea arrangement made clear
that prosecutors believe that Trump,
who insisted repeatedly throughout the
campaign that he had no business
dealings in Russia, was continuing to
pursue the Trump Tower Moscow
project weeks after he had clinched the
Republican nomination for president
and well after he and his associates have
publicly acknowledged.

The negotiations about building the
Moscow tower continued as late as June
2016 — the same month Trump’s oldest

Turn to Cohen, Page 16

How Ill. firms
found window
to vent toxins

New files show Sterigenics,
others found an opening

BY MICHAEL HAWTHORNE
Chicago Tribune

After a series of explosions at medical
sterilization plants during the late 1990s,
federal safety officials urged Sterigenics
International and other companies to
overhaul the way they handled highly
volatile and extremely dangerous ethyl-
ene oxide gas.

Instead of following through on some
of the safety recommendations, the
companies persuaded President George
W. Bush’s administration in 2001 to relax
clean air regulations so sterilization
facilities could bypass pollution-control
equipment and vent the cancer-causing
gas directly into the air, according to
memos and other documents compiled
by the nonpartisan Congressional Re-
search Service at the behest of U.S. Rep.
Dan Lipinski, D-Chicago.

California and a handful of other
states later adopted their own regula-
tions requiring all sterilization plant
emissions to be filtered. But Illinois
failed to follow their lead, enabling a

Turn to Sterigenics, Page 7
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Federal investigators carry boxes from Ald. Ed Burke’s 14th Ward office on West 51st Street in Chicago on Thursday.

FBI agents raid

Ald. Burke offices

Speculation swirls as feds again circle 14th Ward alderman

BY BiLL RUTHHART,
JOHN BYRNE AND JASON MEISNER
Chicago Tribune

Federal agents swarmed Ald. Ed Burke’s
City Hall and ward offices Thursday
morning, kicking out employees and hours
later hauling boxes of records and comput-
ers from rooms that for decades have been
at the center of Chicago’s longest-standing
political power structure.

The scenario was a somewhat familiar
one for the 14th Ward’s Burke, Chicago’s
longest-serving politician who is known
for his bold pinstripe suits, great political
wealth and as half of one of the city’s elite
power couples. In his 50 years in politics,
the Southwest Side alderman has been
under federal scrutiny several times be-
fore, but never convicted or indicted.

“As you are aware, there have previously
been several other investigations such as
this. In every instance we cooperated fully.
And in every instance nothing has been
found,” Burke said in a statement. “So once
again, we will be cooperating fully, and I
am completely confident that at the end of

\
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Ald. Ed Burke, 14th, returns to his South-
west Side home on Thursday after federal
raids on his offices earlier in the day.

the day nothing will be found amiss in this
instance either.”

When the 74-year-old alderman arrived
at his Southwest Side home late Thursday,

he repeated variations of the same state-
ment as reporters inquired about the
investigation.

The FBI’s Chicago office also had little
to say about the matter, other than to
confirm the searches. That set off parlor
games among City Hall insiders about just
which slice of Burke’s political domain had
once again fallen under the microscope.

Nationally, media outlets were quick to
note that Burke once served as the
attorney who appealed property taxes on
behalf of President Donald Trump’s Chi-
cago tower before cutting those ties earlier
this year. And the raids on Burke’s office
came on the same day the president’s
former attorney Michael Cohen pleaded
guilty to lying to Congress about a Trump
project in Moscow as part of special
counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation
into Russian meddling in the 2016 election.

The timing of that development and the
raid on Burke’s offices led to rampant
speculation that the searches were related
to work Burke’s law firm did for Trump.

Turn to Burke, Page 9
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Chester Weger is seen, at left, during his trial in 1961. As his 80th birthday nears, Weger,
right, continues to insist he’s innocent of the triple murder at Starved Rock State Park.
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Starved Rock killer falls
1 vote short of parole

60 years after murder of 3 women, a bid for freedom thwarted

By MIKE RIOPELL
AND CHRISTY GUTOWSKI
Chicago Tribune

A 79-year-old man serving a life sentence
for the 1960 killing of three Riverside
women at Starved Rock State Park fell one
vote short of winning his release on
Thursday.

For the second year in a row, the Illinois
Prisoner Review Board ended up tied 7-7 on
whether to parole Chester Weger, who has
been locked up for nearly 60 years following
his murder conviction for what at the time
was considered Illinois’ crime of the
century.

The latest vote was not without contro-

versy. One board member who was absent
Thursday had voted in Weger’s favor last
year. The veteran board member, retired
Chicago cop Salvador Diaz, was ill, accord-
ing to board Chairman Craig Findley.

Weger attorney Andrew Hale pleaded
with Findley about whether Diaz could
vote remotely, or whether another vote
could be taken when Diaz was available.

“It’s a very important case for both sides,”
Hale said. “Chester Weger has been in
prison for 58 years. We’re having a parole
hearing where we need a majority vote.
This doesn’t have to happen Nov. 29. We
could do it tomorrow.”

Turn to Parole, Page 7
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Longtime Ald. Ed Burke returns to his Southwest Side home Thursday after federal raids on his offices earlier in the day.

When the feds raided Ald. Ed
Burke’s City Hall office Thursday, they
wrapped the glass doors tight with
brown butcher paper, and it looked
like a nice, juicy crown roast of pork.

“The FBI doesn’t show up just to
say, ‘Hi,’ ” said Jose Torrez, one of
several Latino candidates challenging
Burke’s rule as alderman of the South-
west Side’s 14th Ward.

Yes, Jose, the feds don’t show up
just to say hi. And they don’t bring a
coffee cake.

And when they leave carrying
cardboard boxes, you can bet those
boxes aren’t full of invitations to a
party where Burke could play the
piano and sing show tunes.

“It’s a surprise this comes before
the election,” Ald. Joseph Moore,
49th, not exactly a pal of Burke’s, told
me at City Hall. “My understanding
was that feds take a holiday before an
election”

Destiny never takes a vacation,
alderman.

Burke has been alderman for 50
years. He’s hardworking, disciplined,
utterly ruthless and a historian of
Chicago politics.

Years ago, the first words I ever
heard him say were these: “Always
take care of the coppers first”

A series of mayors have tried to
dislodge him from the chairmanship
of the City Council Finance Commit-
tee. They’ve failed.

Now Burke will have to lawyer up.
Chicago politicians will ask one an-
other, not on the phone but perhaps
in a Russian bathhouse, if Burke could
give the feds something, or someone,
that would keep them off his back.

You might look at Burke, with that
white hair, fine suits and those body-
guards of his, and see the classic Irish
Democratic ward boss, one of the last
of his breed.

Yet I see him also as a walking
intelligence operation. Burke’s spar-
rows are everywhere: cops and law-
yers, generations of judges he’s made,
workers, executives. They hear things
and fly to him and sing.

But his hold on the 14th Ward is
shaky, the result of changing demo-
graphics. As a powerful alderman and
friend of the master mapmaker, Illi-

JOHN KASS

Do the feds want Burke
wrapped up like a roast?

nois Democratic Boss Mike Madigan,
Burke has survived by having his
ward boundaries moved ever south-
westward, chasing white ethnic
precincts.

Unfortunately for him, Boss Madi-
gan needed those precincts, so Burke
is putting his Spanish to use as he
makes his last political stand. He’s
also hoping Hispanic voters forget he
was President Donald Trump’s real
estate tax lawyer in Chicago.

Incoming U.S. Rep. Jesus “Chuy”
Garcia — who wants to devour Burke
— issued a statement after the federal
visit.

“Make no mistake,” Garcia said.
“Ald. Burke is the last bastion of Chi-
cago machine politics.”

Yes, Chuy, but you’re the new
machine.

We shall see if Garcia applies the
same rhetoric to mayoral candidate
Susana Mendoza, the state comptrol-
ler who endorsed Mayor Rahm
Emanuel over Garcia in the last may-
oral election.

“No one wants to have the FBI
come visit you,” said Moore. “But if
you're looking just through a political
lens, this could actually be beneficial
to Ald. Burke.”

How so?

“There’s a natural distrust of the
federal government right now in the
Latino community;,” Moore said. “Ed
has been very vocal in his opposition
to federal crackdowns on undocu-
mented residents ... He could easily
make the argument that this is the
federal government punishing him
for standing up for his constituents.”

Burke could also raise his fist in the
air and sing of the Mexican revolu-
tion, in Spanish. But few would be-
lieve it.

For his part, Burke released a state-
ment telling those who love him not
to worry.

“As you are aware, there have previ-
ously been several other investiga-
tions such as this. In every instance
we cooperated fully. And in every
instance, nothing has been found,”
Burke said. “So once again we will be
cooperating fully, and I am com-
pletely confident that at the end of the
day nothing will be found amiss in

this instance either.”

Until we see some federal paper, it’s
speculation. So, let’s speculate. What
were the feds after?

Some think the feds want to see
what’s in that giant $100 million
city-worker compensation fund that
Burke runs, all by himself, doling
payments to city payrollers without
interference from others at City Hall.

Whatever it was, I bet the FBI
wasn’t looking for Burke’s finger-
prints on some greasy envelope of
50-dollar bills.

Burke isn’t some cheap crook. He’s
alawyer. And his wife is a justice on
the Illinois Supreme Court.

Yet with his lucrative law practice,
and as chairman of the council’s Fi-
nance Committee, Burke knows about
leverage, and how to push things right
up to the edge.

Most aldermen who go away don’t
have that patience. They think they
can dance along The Chicago Way.
Most aren’t lawyers, and they’re not
chairman of a powerful committee.
They don’t know how to leverage
things.

What they know how to do is take
the envelope. And they go to prison.

“Most aldermen, most politicians
are hos” former Ald. Arenda Trout-
man 20th, said on federal tape before
she was sentenced to four years in
federal prison.

They are the low-hanging political
fruit the feds are used to picking.
What the feds don’t do is go after the
big bulls.

Chicago mayors, for example, are
historically fed free, with not one
mayor of the modern age ever facing
indictment. Perhaps Chicago mayors
bathe in holy waters.

With his sparrows telling him
things, Burke has been remarkably
fed free too.

Until Thursday, when the FBI
wrapped up his office like a roast.

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin — at

www.wgnradio.comy/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

Jjskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass
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Hey CPS, what’s your
sexual violence policy?

Parents would like to know about kids’ safety

HEIDI STEVENS
Balancing Act

T have questions, CPS.

As a parent with kids in your
schools, I want to know why I'm
not hearing more from you
about the shocking levels of
sexual violence within your
system, first uncovered in June
by my Chicago Tribune col-
leagues in a series of news sto-
ries that drew on police data,
public and confidential records,
and interviews with current and
former students.

I'm reading the news stories.
In Thursday’s paper, I read
about the 624 allegations of
sexual misconduct fielded so far
this year by your newly created
Office of Student Protections of
Title IX.

Last week, I read about the
close to 130 CPS employees —
teachers, classroom aides,
hourly workers — who’ve been
terminated or recommended for
dismissal, or who have resigned
following updated background
checks in the wake of the Trib-
une series. I read about the
additional 124 employees barred
from work until they submit
fresh fingerprints for an up-
dated district background
check.

In September, I read about
federal education officials with-
holding $4 million in grant
money from CPS, citing your
failure to protect students from
sexual violence.

In June, I read about two
brave young women — one
former CPS student, one cur-
rent CPS student — testifying in
front of the Illinois Legislature
about the abuse they endured.

I'm reading a lot. Almost
none of it is from you.

Here are my questions.

Where is the “awareness and
education campaign” promised
on your website?

“The district will implement
a public awareness campaign in
schools, district offices, and City
of Chicago facilities to raise
awareness of child abuse and
the responsibilities of mandated
reporters,” according to the CPS
plan of action page on your site.
“This campaign is being devel-
oped and will be implemented
during the 2018-19 school year.
It will encourage all parties —
students, employees, families,
and members of the public — to
report suspected abuse as well
as educating students, parents,
and community members about
appropriate relationships and
interactions between students
and adults.”

Where is CEO Janice Jack-
son? Why wasn’t she at
Wednesday’s meeting with the
City Council’s education com-
mittee when members were
discussing the 624 allegations
fielded by the new Title IX
office? (How do I contact that
Title IX office, by the way? How

do my kids?)

Why wasn’t Jackson there in
June when Illinois lawmakers
listened to those two young
women — plus child welfare
authorities, representatives
from CPS, the Chicago Teachers
Union and the Illinois State
Board of Education — testify?

Who are the employees
who’ve been terminated or
recommended for dismissal or
who have resigned? Will they
show up working in other dis-
tricts or other jobs near chil-
dren?

Why aren’t I receiving emails,
robocalls, letters home, invita-
tions to town halls to learn and
discuss what’s been uncovered
and what you’re doing about it?

Why aren’t I receiving re-
sources and advice for talking to
my children about their safety in
your school buildings and
around your school staff?

Is that on individual princi-
pals to implement and offer? It
shouldn’t be. Resources and
communications need to be
systematic and districtwide
when we’re talking about some-
thing as fundamentally critical
as our children’s safety.

You know how to reach us.
When there’s a snow day, you
find us. When there’s a teachers
strike looming, you find us.
When the dang circus comes to
town and CPS is offering dis-
counted tickets, you find us.

Fill my kids’ backpacks with
handouts. Fill my inbox with
emails. Fill my voicemail with
robocalls. Tweet at me. Invite
me to community meetings.

Tell me what you’re doing to
keep my kids safe. Tell me what
you’re doing to keep all kids
safe. Tell me what you’ve told
my kids. Tell me what I need to
tell my kids.

Do they know whom to go to
if someone hurts them at
school? Do they know what
should happen next? Do they
know what to do if that next
step isn’t taken? These are
conversations I have with my
kids at home. What are you
doing to make sure all parents
know how and why to have
them?

More than once, when I've
talked to to fellow CPS parents
about this, they’ve said, “What
sex abuse?”

Maybe you want it that way.
Maybe the Catholic Church
wants parishioners saying,
“What priest abuse?” Maybe the
military wants service members
saying, “What spike in sexual
assault reports?” Maybe Holly-
wood wants actors and audienc-
es saying, “What #MeToo
movement?”

Maybe you’re focused on
damage control.

I'm focused on damage. Far,
far too much of it has been done
to our children. Your children.
The children you are tasked
with protecting and educating.

Tell me what you're doing
about it, or I assume you’re
spending most of your energy
trying to sweep it under the rug.

hstevens@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @heidistevensl3

STERLING BAY
Sterling Bay presented revised plans for its $5 billion Lincoln Yards mixed-use development on Thursday.

Music venues join ranks to
battle plans for Lincoln Yards

Live Nation could
significantly impact the
city’s musical landscape

BY STEVE JOHNSON
Chicago Tribune

A group of Chicago independ-
ent music venues has banded
together to ask the city to slow
down the $5 billion Lincoln Yards
development and its proposed
“three to five” concert halls run by
Live Nation that the venues deem
a threat to their existence.

Separately, Live Nation COO
for U.S. Concerts Mark Campana
sent a letter on Thursday to Ald.
Brian Hopkins, 2nd, asserting that
“we want to be a great neighbor
and always work with independ-
ent venues.”

Lincoln Yards, which would
include residences, hotels and
other businesses on 54.5 acres
along the river’s North Branch,
raises issues that go far beyond
music venues. But the clubs have
joined neighborhood groups to
stake out a role in asking questions
about the Sterling Bay company’s
development and its planned fi-
nancing.

“We should be in those conver-
sations,” said Robert Gomez,
owner of Subterranean and Beat
Kitchen. “Everything’s happening
behind closed doors between the
mayor, the alderman and Sterling
Bay. Enough.”

“T work with Live Nation,” said
Gomez, co-chair of the new group
that calls itself CIVL, for Chicago
Independent Venue League. “This
isn’t an anti-Live Nation move-
ment. This is: If you're going to
alter the cultural music scene of
the city, we need to be in the
conversation.”

The nightclub group formally
announced its formation Thurs-
day evening, just before a con-
tentious community meeting at
which Sterling Bay unveiled its
revised plan for the massive devel-
opment. The group rallied hun-
dreds of supporters to the meet-
ing. Not surprisingly for a group of
music venues, the organization
already had its new logo, a per-
egrine falcon wrapped with a
snake, printed on black tee-shirts.

“I think all the other aldermen
will agree this will crush small
venues,” said former 2nd Ward
Ald. Bob Fioretti, who is running
for mayor.

In addition to Gomez’ clubs,
CIVL represents a group of mostly
North Side venues that include
The Hideout, Thalia Hall and the
Empty Bottle, Metro, Martyrs’,
Schubas and Lincoln Hall, and the
new Sleeping Village. It is the first
time the city’s leading venues have
joined together to form such a
group, CIVL leaders said.

Another key stakeholder, Chi-
cago music promoter Jam Pro-
ductions, is “very much aware of
what we’re doing and he (co-
owner Jerry Mickelson) supports
us,” Metro owner Joe Shanahan
said. Mickelson could not be
reached for comment Thursday.

Echoing earlier concerns raised
by Tim and Katie Tuten, owners of
The Hideout, the storied venue in
the vicinity of the planned devel-
opment, CIVL wants City Hall to
delay implementation of a tax
increment financing district that
would place property tax reve-
nues from the area into a special
fund for 23 years.

“Why don’t we just take our
time and do it right?” asked Bruce
Finkelman, a CIVL board member
whose company runs Thalia Hall,
The Empty Bottle and Promonto-
ry. “Why are we going so fast?”

Details for Live Nation’s
planned new music facilities have
not been offered beyond “three to
five venues from 200 to 3,000
seats,” Gomez said, plus the poten-
tial of the planned soccer stadium
that could also host musical
events. “It’s hard to answer ques-
tions when we don’t have answers
ourselves. Are we talking, like, a
shopping mall of musical venues?”

A new detail emerged in Thurs-
day’s community meeting, held at
Park Community Church, 1001 N.
Crosby St.: A plan architect said
the Lincoln Yards “entertainment
district” would be primarily in
two buildings adjacent to the
soccer stadium.

Asked by Gomez to clarify what
that meant, Dean Marks, Sterling
Bay general counsel and principal,
said what Live Nation might de-
velop has “yet to be determined.”

But it seems clear that if Live
Nation, which runs Ticketmaster
and manages leading musical art-
ists, gains such a concentrated
presence with a range of seating
capacities, it would significantly
impact the city’s musical land-
scape.

“This will put an equal number
of venues out of business,” Gomez
said, because there is not demand
for that many new concert seats
here.

CIVL leaders called for a delay
in approving the plan and the TIF
until after a new mayor and City
Council are seated in April. “Let
the next mayor and City Council
make the final decisions” Gomez
said.

They asked that the process be
opened up and their expertise in
presenting live music and running
entertainment venues be tapped.
And they are offering to the city “a
set of recommendations about
how to protect and build on this
city’s treasured and historically
significant independent music
scene,” Gomez said.

In the community meeting that
followed in the nearly full audito-
rium of the church, Ald. Hopkins
said he has not made up his mind
on the project and “I will not
schedule the next hearing on this
TIF proposal until (your) ques-
tions are answered.”

Hopkins’ office released the
conciliatory letter from Campana,
who says he is a “resident of the
neighborhood” and as such “I
want to see the Hideout success-
ful”

“At Lincoln Yards,” he wrote,
“our goal is to add to the scene and
complement the established inde-
pendent music venues. We have
no interest in changing the vibe”

He suggested the business
might work with The Hideout, for
instance, on logistics of the club’s
annual Hideout Block Party music
festival.

But Katie Tuten did not sound
mollified. “We’re standing up now
to say, ‘Not here. Not in Chicago.
Not on my watch, ” she said.
“Conglomerate corporate giants
should look elsewhere.”

sajohnson@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @StevenKJohnson
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Pot opponents
claim racial
disparity

‘A gangsta move worthy of Al Capone’

BY ROBERT M cCOPPIN
Chicago Tribune

Anti-marijuana forces
warned Wednesday that le-
galization will allow white
corporate exploitation of
minority customers, com-
paring its effects to those of
alcohol and tobacco.

The Rev. Gregory Seal
Livingston of New Hope
Baptist Church said that
legalization will amount to
marijuana companies
“pimping” blacks and His-
panics.

“Profit is the motive,” he
said. Livingston spoke in
downtown Chicago with
several other members of
Healthy and Productive Illi-
nois, a group that opposes
legalization and is sup-
ported by Smart Approaches
to Marijuana, a national
anti-cannabis organization.

Illinois has already de-
criminalized the possession
of small amounts of marijua-
na, which takes away much
of the social justice argu-
ment in favor of legalization,
said Livingston, who has
been active in social justice
issues in Chicago.

Industrially grown mari-
juana has a higher concen-
tration of THC, the compo-
nent that gets users high,
which will only attract
more and heavier users in
minority communities,
while mostly white entre-
preneurs will make the
money, Livingston said.

The group hopes to per-
suade Gov.-elect J.B.
Pritzker to change his mind
and oppose the legalization
of marijuana. Advocates
plan to reintroduce legisla-
tion in January to legalize
cannabis, arguing that it will
reduce criminal arrests in
minority communities, raise
significant tax revenues and
provide quality control to
prevent toxins and other
contaminants that can be
found in the illegal market.

Opponents are raising
their voices as advocates
forge ahead with legaliza-
tion efforts, with backers
boasting of the possibility of
enacting and rolling out
recreational marijuana by
the end of 2019 or early
2020, though it remains
illegal under federal law.

But many details would
need to be negotiated before
any bill could pass, including
how legal marijuana would
be taxed and how those
proceeds would be spent,
what role existing medical
marijuana companies might
play in the new market, how
it would be licensed and
regulated, whether citizens
who were previously con-
victed of possession would
have those cases reversed
and whether individuals
would be allowed to grow
the plant for personal use.

A crucial component of
the pro-legalization argu-
ment has been that the war
on drugs has disproportion-
ately targeted minorities.
Blacks traditionally have
been almost four times more
likely than whites to be
arrested for marijuana, typi-
cally for simple possession,
despite similar self-reported
usage rates, according to a
2013 report by the American
Civil Liberties Union.

Cook County in particu-
lar had an even more dispro-
portionate arrest rate as of
2010, according to the
ACLU report. Such convic-
tions can make it harder for
minorities to get jobs, higher
education and housing.

To address that issue,
Chicago lawmakers in 2012
decriminalized the pos-
session of small amounts of
marijuana, and Illinois law-
makers did so in 2016. Even
after decriminalization,
though arrests fell dramati-
cally, opponents pointed out
that arrest rates were still
disproportionately higher
for blacks.

In Colorado, even after
legalization, blacks and His-
panics continued to be more
likely to be arrested for

marijuana than whites, ac-
cording to the Colorado De-
partment of Public Safety.

In Illinois, most medical
marijuana companies are
owned by wealthy white
men who gathered millions
of dollars to invest to meet
the requirements under
state law. Illinois initially
banned felons with drug
convictions from qualifying
for medical marijuana, and
the proposed federal bill to
legalize hemp, which are
cannabis plants with very
low THC, would ban people
with drug-related felonies,
again shutting out minor-
ities at a greater rate.

Livingston pointed out
that Pritzker has a cousin,
Joby Pritzker, who is an
investor with Tao Capital
Partners, which has finan-
cial interests in Juul, the
electronic cigarette com-
pany, and Pax Labs, which
sells vaporizers and pods of
cannabis.

Livingston, who has also
led anti-violence marchesin
Chicago, called the effort to
take over a lucrative illegal
market “a gangsta move
worthy of Al Capone.”

“MTr. Pritzker, for those of
us who can see through the
smoke, we can clearly see
and smell the new money
that your family and busi-
ness cronies cannot wait to
pocket,” Livingston said of
the governor-elect.

Pritzker’s campaign
spokesman Jordan Abu-
dayyeh said that Pritzker has
no financial stake in his
cousin’s companies, and they
don’t influence his policy.

Abudayyeh said J.B.
Pritzker supports legaliza-
tion to end racial disparities,
adding, “J.B. will also pri-
oritize inclusion as we move
toward legalization by in-
tentionally including black
and brown entrepreneurs in
the planning and licensing
of new marijuana busi-
nesses, ensuring new jobs
and businesses are created
in the communities that
have experienced the disin-
vestment in the past.”

Sponsors of the legaliza-
tion bill, state Sen. Heather
Steans and Rep. Kelly Cas-
sidy, have said that it would
include funding for com-
munities disproportion-
ately hurt by the war on
drugs, as well as funding for
substance abuse prevention
and counseling, though no
specifics have been set.

Among Chicago mayoral
candidates, Cook County
Board President Toni
Preckwinkle, who is Afri-
can-American, has said she
backs legalizing marijuana
as a way to focus on violent
crime rather than the war
on drugs. Hispanic mayoral
candidate Gery Chico backs
legalization to help address
the city’s financial crisis.

Fellow candidate Lori
Lightfoot, a former assistant
U.S. attorney who prose-
cuted crack and cocaine
dealers, said legalization is a
chance to “right the
wrongs” of the criminaliza-
tion of cannabis.

“We can do it in a way
that’s thoughtful, that
learns from the lessons in
other states,” she said. She
suggested that requiring li-
censes for minority and
women-owned businesses,
and allowing partnerships
or joint ventures, could help
ensure that revenue from
the industry goes back to
communities of color, while
regulation could easily pre-
vent the concentration of
businesses in any one area.

Retiring Chicago Ald.
Danny Solis, who spon-
sored the city’s decriminali-
zation bill, and represents
the largely Hispanic Lower
West Side, said he was now
leaning toward legalization
as well, as a way to reduce
penalties on minorities, re-
duce revenues for illegal
drug dealers, and generate
tax revenue.

rmccoppin@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @RobertMcCoppin
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People walk through the Union Station Great Hall, with its newly refurbished skylight and new lighting, Thursday.

Repaired skylight keeps
Union Station bright

MARY WISNIEWSKI
Getting Around

Union Station’s Great
Hall, a stopping point for
millions of travelers since
1925, is a lot brighter this
holiday season, thanks to a
$22 million renovation of
its skylight and decorative
walls and ceiling.

The station was de-
signed by Chicago archi-
tect Daniel Burnham, and
the centerpiece of the
Great Hall is the 219-foot-
long skylight rising 115 feet
above the floor.

For almost a year, the
skylight has been obscured
by a suspended working
deck as Berglund Con-
struction and architect
Goettsch Partners repaired
it and added another mod-
ern, protective skylight 5
feet above the original.
Natural light in the Great
Hall has now increased by
50 to 60 percent, accord-
ing to Leonard Koroski,
principal at Goettsch.

“What I think we’ve
ended up with is a wonder-
ful bright space, not unlike
that in the 1920s,” said
Koroski, speaking after a
holiday tree-lighting cere-
mony Thursday afternoon.

i

A new skylight hangs over the old one above Union

Station’s Great Hall in downtown Chicago.

“But it’s also a very com-
fortable space that’s a safe
lounge for Amtrak passen-
gers,” he added.

Over the years, the
skylight had deteriorated
due to time and problems
with the original structure
and materials. Water dam-
aged the walls and statues,
and repairs to the sky-
light’s glass panels gradu-
ally shut out the light.
Train passengers going
through Union Station in
recent decades have gotten
used to a murky atmos-
phere, and often saw buck-
ets set out to catch water
from the roof.

The Amtrak-funded
project included determin-
ing the original paint col-
ors for the walls and col-

umns, the addition of new
lighting to emphasize
architectural elements,
and restoration of the two
Henry Hering statues that
sit above the entrance into
the main station. The
Grecian-style statues are of
two women — one holds
an owl, representing night,
while the other holds a
rooster, representing day.

There is also a new
elevator from Canal Street,
making access to the hall
from the west side of the
street complaint with the
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act.

The station serves 37.6
million Amtrak and Metra
rail passengers annually
and 120,000 on a typical
weekday.

Some scaffolding re-
mains in one part of the
hall — Koroski said it will
be gone by the end of the
month. Goettsch Partners
also worked on restoring
the hall’s marble staircase,
which is featured in the
iconic shootout scene in
the 1987 movie “The Un-
touchables.”

Travelers in the hall
Thursday took pictures of
the columns and statues,
as well as the Great Hall’s
Christmas tree, which was
decorated with railroad
emblems.

One admirer was
Rhonda DeGarmo, 64, a
mural artist from Reno,
Nev.

“It’s so beautiful,” De-
Garmo said, snapping
pictures with her phone.
“The detail is amazing”

Amtrak spokesman
Marc Magliari said the
Clinton Street side of the
Great Hall, currently occu-
pied by the seasonal “Polar
Express” train, will even-
tually be opened with a
new entrance and retail
space added.

A 50-story office build-
ing is being planned for a
block south of the station.

“This part of the Loop’s
hot now,” Magliari said.
“We want to be part of
that”

mwisniewski@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @marywizchicago

‘I am very scared for the people of Illinois’

Rauner doesn't plan to leave the state
as Pritzker prepares to take over

By MIKE RIOPELL
AND RICK PEARSON
Chicago Tribune

SPRINGFIELD - Lame-
duck Republican Gov.
Bruce Rauner on Thursday
said he was “very scared
for the people of Illinois” as
a result of Gov.-elect J.B.
Pritzker’s victory and ex-
panded Democratic legis-
lative majorities in the state
House and Senate.

Answering reporters’
questions for the first time
since his Nov. 6 defeat,
Rauner also responded to
the actions earlier this
week by lawmakers in both
parties to override several
of his vetoes, warning their
actions could be “devas-
tating for taxpayers and
economic growth” in the
state.

Rauner was asked why
he was handily dispatched
by Pritzker after one term
in office. Instead of an-
swering that question, he
issued a warning over
Democratic control of state
government.

“T am very scared for the
people of Illinois. I believe
that the folks who put
Illinois into a financial
quagmire are now back in

complete control of the
government,” he said. “The
policies that have created
the financial mess for the
state of Illinois are now the
policies that will be domi-
nating completely without
any resistance whatsoever.”

Contrasting with his call
for unity in his postelection
concession speech, Rauner
on Thursday predicted a
future of “deficit spending,
tax increasing, overregulat-
ing, self-dealing” by Demo-
crats with “no voice push-
ing back.”

Rauner has a little more
than a month left in office,
ending a four-year term
marked by a historic
budget impasse, battles
with public worker unions
and a political war with
powerful House Speaker
Michael Madigan, who
also chairs the state Demo-
cratic Party.

Rauner on Thursday
didn’t preview what’s next
for him after years of lead-
ing and using his personal
wealth to heavily subsidize
the state Republican Party,
but he did offer some clues.

He said it’s his intention
to live in Illinois. He also
said he soon will be talking
more about his ongoing

contract conflict with the
state’s largest employee
union. And he said he’d
have more to say about
President Donald Trump.

“I will be commenting
more about the president
in the future, not today,”
Rauner said.

The governor had acom-
plicated relationship with
the president during his
term, at first largely avoid-
ing saying Trump’s name in
public. Then at the end of
his re-election campaign,
he traveled to a Trump rally
in southern Illinois and
never took the stage.

Rauner also blasted law-
makers for handing him a
string of defeats over the
past few weeks by overrid-
ing many of his vetoes.

He called out for specific
criticism an override of his
veto of legislation aimed at
helping families of more
than a dozen residents at
the Downstate Quincy vet-
erans home who died of
Legionnaires’ disease and
have filed negligence cases
against the state.

He said the plan to raise
limits on lawsuit damages
in state Court of Claims
cases from $100,000 to $2
million was “falsely sold as
a Quincy veterans bill” be-
cause it would apply to all
manner of complaints
against the state, not just

families of Quincy victims.

“This is going to be a
massive invitation for law-
suits against the state)”
Rauner said, calling it “a
major sop” to the state’s
civil liability attorneys who
are a major backer of
Democratic lawmakers.

The legislation got
caught up in controversy
this week when a Demo-
cratic state lawmaker on
Tuesday said she wanted to
pump a lethal “broth of
Legionella” bacteria into
the water system of a Re-
publican colleague’s family.
She apologized a day later.

As he prepares to leave
government, Rauner said
he hasn’t talked to Pritzker
personally since conceding
the election not long after
the polls closed on Nov. 6.
But he said his staff has
worked closely with
Pritzker’s transition team
to help the incoming
Democrat get started.

“My immediate prede-
cessor did the exact oppo-
site” Rauner said of former
Democratic Gov. Pat
Quinn. “T learned what not
to do.”

Riopell reported from
Springfield and Pearson re-
ported from Chicago.

mriopell@chicagotribune.com
rap30@aol.com
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Eyewitness says police waved him away

Man testifies he was
shooed from the
McDonald scene
without statement.

By MEGAN CREPEAU,
CHRISTY GUTOWSKI
AND STACY ST. CLAIR
Chicago Tribune

Moments after watching
Laquan McDonald fall to the
pavement on Pulaski Road,
fatally shot by Officer Jason
Van Dyke, bystander Jose
Torres encountered another
patrolman: this one waving
him away from the scene
without saying a word.

“From a distance, he just
shined the flashlight and
made a gesture to me to
leave,” Torres testified
Thursday at the Leighton
Criminal Court Building,

Torres took the witness
stand about two months
after testifying in Van Dyke’s
trial, which ended in a Cook
County jury’s historic con-
viction on second-degree
murder and 16 counts of
aggravated battery.

This time, he was testify-
ing in the trial of Van Dyke’s
then-colleagues: ex-Detec-
tive David March, former
Officer Joseph Walsh and
Officer Thomas Gaffney;, all
of whom face charges they
conspired to shield one of
their own from scrutiny in
the incendiary shooting.

Torres’ testimony Thurs-
day served a dual purpose
for prosecutors. His eyewit-
ness account directly con-
tradicts the narrative writ-
ten by the defendants in
their police reports. And
police shooed him from the
scene without taking his
statement — a key element
of the cover-up, according
to prosecutors.

Torres was Thursday’s
only witness, and shortly
afterward the first week of
the landmark case closed
with a whimper. Proceed-
ings were unexpectedly de-
railed by lengthy arguments
about whether prosecutors
can use as evidence emails
among police supervisors
about McDonald’s shooting.

Associate Judge Dom-
enica Stephenson, who is
deciding the officers’ fate at
the bench trial, said she
would not announce her
decision until the trial re-
sumes Tuesday afternoon.
If she bars the emails, it
could prove a significant
setback for prosecutors
who have argued the emails
prove a broad conspiracy
that includes the three de-
fendants and other unin-
dicted Chicago police offi-
cers.

The emails, if allowed,
will be the last evidence
introduced by prosecutors.
Torres was the week’s last
witness and the only non-
government employee to
testify during the first week.

Torres told the court that
he was driving his son to the
hospital that night in 2014
when he stopped because of
police activity near 4lst
Street and Pulaski Road. He
watched  17-year-old
McDonald walking south
on Pulaski, heard police
shouting — then gunfire
erupted and the teen fell.

Police continued firing
after McDonald hit the
pavement, Torres testified.

“When they continued
shooting I was upset, and I
said why the f--- are they
still shooting,” he said.

Torres testified a police
officer soon shooed him and
another motorist away
without taking down their
information.

“From a distance, he just
shined the flashlight and
made a gesture to me to
leave,” Torres said.

After seeing a police
union spokesman on televi-
sion that next morning say-
ing McDonald had lunged
at officers, Torres went days
later to the Independent
Police Review Authority,
the city’s police oversight
agency at the time.

While defense attorneys
commonly tread lightly
around civilian witnesses in
front of jurors to avoid
looking harsh, the officers’
lawyers hammered hard on
Torres, since Stephenson
alone will decide the offi-
cers’ fate.

They repeatedly asked
why he didn't call 913,
whether he had actually
heard anyone verbally di-
rect him away from the
scene, whether he handed
police his contact informa-
tion and why he didn't
contact authorities other
than IPRA.

There was no need to call

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK / CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Former Detective David March and his attorney James McKay watch assistant special
prosecutor Ron Safer address the court at Leighton Criminal Court Building on Thursday.

911 since police were al-
ready on the scene, Torres
said. The officer who waved
him away made it clear
police wanted Torres to
leave without having to say
anything, he said, and since
he was directed to leave he
did not have the opportuni-
ty to give them his contact
information. And he
thought contacting IPRA
would be enough to lodge
his concerns.

What he saw weighed on
his conscience, Torres testi-
fied.

“I's a burden on my
shoulders” he recalled. “It’s
eating away at me. I would
say for the next few days, I
couldn’t sleep”’

Stephenson, in turn, ex-
pressed impatience with
Torres, directing him
sharply to not interrupt
attorneys or volunteer in-
formation that he had not
been asked about.

But Torres remained res-
olute: McDonald never
made aggressive moves
toward the officers, and
police made it clear they did
not want to speak to him on
scene.

Proceedings ended
abruptly Thursday after-
noon after defense attor-
neys lodged lengthy objec-
tions over prosecutors in-
troducing certain emails
from CPD supervisors into
evidence.

Stephenson had already
ruled earlier this month
that prosecutors could use
emails to support the con-
spiracy charge.

But in order for them to
be used at trial, defense
attorneys said, prosecutors
have to show that the three
co-defendants in fact col-
laborated on a cover-up — a
standard they did not meet
this week, they argued.

“They haven’t (estab-
lished) that there’s any
agreement between these
three men at all” argued
attorney James McKay,
who represents March, the
lead detective investigating
the shooting. “And now they
want to put in emails by
authors nowhere near this
courtroom. .. There’s no
evidence that David March
even knew about these
emails.”

While not all the dis-
puted emails have previ-
ously been disclosed publi-
cly, some of their contents
were revealed in pretrial
court filings.

In one instance, the
paperwork shows Sgt. Dan-
iel Gallagher and Lt. An-
thony Wojcik — neither of
whom were criminally
charged with wrongdoing
— allegedly planned to clear
Van Dyke early in the inves-
tigation.

Gallagher wrote to Woj-
cik that “we should be
applauding (Van Dyke) not
second-guessing him” and
suggested that McDonald
“chose his fate. Possible
suicide by cop”’

After hearing more than
an hour of argument,
Stephenson retreated to
chambers to read the emails
in question — only to
emerge after half an hour
and say she would need
more time,

Stephenson is not ex-
pected to reveal her deci-
sion until the trial resumes
Tuesday afternoon.

If she decides to bar the
emails, it could indicate she
is leaning toward the de-
fense argument that prose-
cutors have not proven that
a conspiracy existed among
the three co-defendants.

In blasting the quality of
the state’s evidence as
flimsy and disingenuous,
the defense seemed to pre-
view their expected request

for Stephenson to acquit the
officers altogether before
the defense puts on evi-
dence. Known as a motion
for a directed finding, such a
request is standard in crimi-
nal trials — but rarely
granted.

Those arguments could
come as early as Tuesday,
when prosecution is ex-
pected to rest its case.

Also Thursday, prose-
cutors read into the record
excerpts from testimony

given by Gaffney to a federal
grand jury in 2015.

After the shooting,
Gaffney testified, the offi-
cers who had been on the
scene of the shooting spoke
with detectives as a group
and individually. The offi-
cers’ union representatives
also met with the patrolmen
— including Van Dyke —as a
group.

“We talked about it as a
group. ... They (the detect-
ives) also talked to us indi-

Jose Torres testifies that he was kept away without a state-

ment after watching the shooting of Laquan McDonald.

vidually;” he testified.

Gaffney told the grand
jury that he believed group
meetings were standard
procedure after officer-in-
volved shootings. The same
thinghad happened in 2000
or 2001 when Gaffney him-
self was involved in a police
shooting. He fired his weap-
on twice in that incident, he
testified, but the shooting
was not fatal.

But prosecutors have
hinted that those group
meetings were efforts to get
all the officers’ story lined
up together.

During that same grand
jury appearance in 2015,
Gaffney downplayed his
contact with McDonald in
the minutes before the fatal
shooting. Gaffney had filed
a police report saying
McDonald had battered

him that night, but he testi-
fied in 2015 that the teen
never attacked him.

“He wasn’t stabbing at
me,” a transcript quoted
Gaffney as testifying. “He
just came down on the side
(of the car)”

Gaffney also repeatedly
testified he did not fear
McDonald was “going to
cause him death or bodily
injury,” contradicting his
police report from that
night. “Like I said, I was still
in my car,” Gaffney testified
in 2015. “I had my vehicle to
protect me at that time.”

Gaffney’s federal grand
jury testimony can be used

as evidence only against
him.

mcrepeau@chicagotribune.com
sstclair@chicagotribune.com
cmgutowski@chicagotribune.com
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30th

Anniversary
SALE

In celebration of our

30th Anniversary

Every item in our
inventory is now

0% OFF

PLUS an additional
30% OFF all garments.

PLUS all garment
purchases include

a gorgeous Italian made
wool cape with fur accent

FREE

NOW OPEN

Visit our new outlet in
Rosemont at Fashion
Outlets of Chicago
in Suite 2185

NOW OPEN
7 Days A Week

Largest Selection Of World’s Latest Fashion and Classic Furs at Incomparable Prices.

2201 W. 95th St. * Chicago, IL * 773-779-7000
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CYBER WEEK

sale

READY. SET. SAVE.

Ashley

HOMESTORE

BUR OFFERS:
SAVE UP TO

YEARS

NO INTEREST'

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

P o ) . y - i e
Mayflyn Queen Mayflyn 5-Piece Queen Mayflyn Mayflyn 5-Piece Dining Set
Upholstered Upholstered Panel Bedroom Dining Table In farmhouse style, includes rectangular
Panel Bed : In the authentic beauty of reclaimed pine final price : reclaimed pine wood table and 4
final price : wood, includes cushioned headboard, panel $ : upholstered side chairs.

P : footboard, rails, dresser and mirror. 499 $899 Discounted Price’ or $19/mo*
$449 ©  $1199 Discounted Price* or $28/  \yas $699% : for 72 months', $1299% full retail
was $799%° mo'* for 72 months', 1979 full retail

T

final price ¢ Athlone Power Reclining Sofa HomeStore !  Brassville Reclining Sofa

$ : Dual reclining seats, adjustable Easy View™ Special : Casually cool with wide dual
699 : headrests, lumbar support, USB charging port, $ 9 : reclining seats, bustle back tufting,

was $1249%° chenille upholstery. 79¢ pillow top arm and headrests.

QUEEN <

final price final price !
$ : Ashley-Sleep® $ . Ashley-Sleep® Queen 10" Chime Hybrid
499 :  Queen 8" Chime Innerspring 549 : or Queen 8" Chime Memory Foam

O . ﬁ @ Q Q @ @ now shop online at AshleyHomeStore.com

*Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Offers are nontransferable and do not apply to sales tax or shipping, In-Home Delivery and handling charges. Offer is valid in-
store only, not valid online. Discount offers exclude in-store packages (4-Piece, 14-Piece, 24-Piece), CREATE Your Style Your Way, HomeStore Specials, Hot Buys, Event Featured items, Outlet, Beautyrest Black®,
Sealy Conform™, Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Serta® iComfort®, Sealy® Hybrid™ mattress purchases, clearance/closeouts, floor models, furniture protection plans, warranty and service charges. SEE STORE
FOR DETAILS. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Prices and offers valid for a limited time at participating locations
only. Participation times may vary. Prices or offers may vary in Hawaii and Alaska. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2018 Ashley HomeStore, Ltd. Expires 12/03/18 at 11:59pm EST..

tQualifying purchase amount must be on one receipt. No interest will be charged and equal monthly payments are required on promo purchase until it is paid in full. These payments equal the total promo
purchase amount divided by the number of months in the promo period and rounded up to the next whole dollar. These payments may be higher than the payments that would be required if this purchase was
a non-promo purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promo purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%. Minimum interest charge is $2. Existing cardholders: See your credit card agreement
terms. Subject to credit approval.

fMonthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price (excluding taxes and delivery) divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the
selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off the purchase price within the promo period if this balance is the
only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.
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The Sterigenics plant in Willowbrook is located in a cluster of nondescript buildings within a mile of four schools and neighborhoods where more than 19,000 people live.

Firms allowed to vent toxins

Sterigenics, from Page 1

Sterigenics plant in Willow-
brook and a Medline Indus-
tries facility in Waukegan to
vent uncontrolled ethylene
oxide into neighboring
communities for nearly two
decades.

The Bush administra-
tion’s industry-friendly de-
cision garnered little atten-
tion at the time. It had been
largely forgotten until earli-
er this year, when a U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency analysis found that
residential areas near Ster-
igenics and Medline are
among only a few dozen
nationwide where the long-
term risks of cancer from
breathing toxic air pollution
exceed federal safety guide-
lines.

In Willowbrook, Ster-
igenics rushed to redirect its
vents into pollution con-
trols shortly before the EPA
released its National Air
Toxics Assessment to the
public in August. Medline is
following suit after the

Tribune began asking ques-
tions about the facility’s
emissions.

Yet lawmakers say those
voluntary steps fall woefully
short of what needs to be
done to protect communi-
ties from a chemical that
increases the long-term
risks of breast cancer and
lymphomas.

“It’s long past time for the
EPA to update its air emis-
sions standards for ethylene
oxide — a known carcino-
gen,” said US. Sen. Dick
Durbin, who along with
Sen. Tammy Duckworth
and Reps. Lipinski, Bill Fos-
ter and Brad Schneider
cited an ongoing Tribune
investigation while intro-
ducing new legislation
Wednesday intended to ad-
dress the pollution prob-
lems.

Their bills would require
the agency to overhaul out-
dated regulations within
180 days to reflect a signifi-
cantly more stringent safety
limit in the EPAs 2016
reassessment of the chemi-

cal’s health dangers.

The EPA relied on its
new safety limit last year
when it calculated cancer
risks from the 5,566 pounds
of ethylene oxide released
in communities surround-
ing Sterigenics during 2014.

Even with its Willow-
brook sterilization chamber
vents hooked up to pollu-
tion controls again, Ster-
igenics can legally emit up
to 36,400 pounds of ethyl-
ene oxide annually at the
facility, located in a cluster
of nondescript buildings
within a mile of four schools
and neighborhoods where
more than 19,000 people
live.

Company-supplied re-
cords show the plant re-
leased more than 254,000
pounds of ethylene oxide
into the air between 1993
and 2017. After a Tribune
investigation of Sterigenics
emissions, Illinois Attorney
General Lisa Madigan and
Robert Berlin, the state’s
attorney of DuPage County,
filed a bipartisan lawsuit

last month accusing the
company of violating state
environmental laws.

Sterigenics, Medline and
corporate lobbyists have re-
sponded with tactics that
U.S. chemical industry exe-
cutives have relied on for
decades when confronted
with research showing their
products are harmful.

Among other things, they
have hired an industry-con-
nected researcher to raise
doubts about the EPA’s as-
sessment of ethylene oxide.
The companies also have
said the chemical is natu-
rally produced in the body
at levels exceeding EPA
safety guidelines, citing as
proof a review published in
an journal that frequently
publishes industry-backed
articles.

And they have tried to
pick apart a separate analy-
sis of Willowbrook con-
ducted by an arm of the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, claiming
falsely that the agency
“cherry-picked” samples to

get the results federal re-
searchers allegedly wanted.

When the EPA an-
nounced the day before
Thanksgiving that it might
have overestimated levels of
ethylene oxide in air sam-
ples collected in May near
Sterigenics, the company,
business lobbyists and
right-wing propagandists
claimed falsely that the fed-
eral agency and local media
had needlessly scared resi-
dents.

“Unfortunately, the
flawed report has ... stigma-
tized the community and
caused good people to
wrongly worry about a fa-
cility that operates safely
and provides a vital service
to our health care system,”
Sterigenics said in a state-
ment.

But the announcement
that the analysis of air
samples collected in May
might be flawed has no
effect on the EPAs esti-
mates of cancer risks in the
Willowbrook area, which
were based on pollution

legally emitted by Sterigen-
icsin 2014.

Additional air samples
are being collected by
agency officials and by con-
sultants hired by local gov-
ernments, all of whom will
analyze the results using a
method that can clearly
discern the differences be-
tween ethylene oxide and
related chemicals.

Given the potency of eth-
ylene oxide, questions re-
main about whether contin-
ued use of the chemical
close to homes, schools and
shopping centers is safe.

“EPA has been making
questionable decisions
about how to regulate ethyl-
ene oxide for many, many
years, and the regulations
have been out of sync with
the latest science for years
now,” Lipinski said. “It’s
time for the agency to do its
job and protect the health of
the people of Illinois and
the rest of the country”

mhawthorne@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @scribeguy

60 years later, no
parole for killer

Parole, from Page 1

Findley, however, did not
concede. Diaz could not be
reached for comment
Thursday.

Weger was a dishwasher
at the Starved Rock lodge
when Lillian Oetting, 50;
Frances Murphy, 47; and
Mildred Lindquist, 50, ar-
rived on March 14, 1960,
checked into their rooms
and ate lunch. They headed
out for an afternoon hike
through St. Louis Canyon, a
popular attraction framed
by a scenic waterfall and
high rock walls. They were
never seen alive again.

A search was organized.
Two days later, the women
were found in a cave bound,
partially nude and bludg-
eoned to death, each having
injuries consistent with suf-
fering more than 100 blows.
Authorities believed the
killer or killers caused cata-
strophic head injuries by
swinging a frozen tree limb
that was found nearby and
stained with blood.

The case baffled investi-
gators. Early on, they fo-
cused on Weger after lodge
employees reported seeing
scratches on his face, but he
passed several lie-detector
tests. Authorities believed
twine used to bind the
women came from the
lodge kitchen, where Weger
worked.

Weger also fit the de-
scription of a young man
who bound and raped a
teenage girl in a nearby park
in 1959. For months, police
followed Weger. Investiga-
tors also interviewed him

several times, including
during an all-night interro-
gation. Weger confessed
early Nov. 17,1960.

Prosecutors said Weger
knew things only the killer
could have known, such as
the fact that a red-and-
white airplane flew over the
canyon the day of the mur-
ders. Detectives later con-
firmed that detail by check-
ing the flight logs at a local
airport.

When he was arrested,
Weger was a 2l-year-old
married father with an in-
fant son and toddler daugh-
ter. As his 80th birthday
nears, Weger is now a bald-
ing grandfather with gray
hair, dentures and a list of
ailments that includes
arthritis and asthma.

In a lengthy December
2016 interview at Pinck-
neyville Correctional Cen-
ter in southern Illinois,
Weger told the Tribune he
is innocent, as he has main-
tained since his 1961 trial.
He insists his detailed con-
fessions were coerced and
his re-enactment of the
crimes at the state park — in
front of a gaggle of reporters
and photographers — was
choreographed by the now-
deceased police detectives
who he said framed him.

“Why should I say I
committed a crime that I
never committed?” he said.
“T’ll stay in prison the rest of
my life to prove my inno-
cence before I'll make any
deal with any of you crook-
ed people”

Once an active out-
doorsman, Weger told the
Tribune he long ago ad-
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A jury convicted Chester Weger, far right, of killing Frances Murphy, from left, Mildred Lindquist and Lillian Oetting at
Starved Rock State Park in March 1960. The case has seen many twists and turns over the ensuing years.

“I'll stay in prison the rest of my life
to prove my innocence before I'll
make any deal with any of you

crooked people.”

— Chester Weger said in a 2016 interview

apted to his constricted life
in custody. If released,
Weger said he would like to
spend his remaining years
with his family, which in-
cludes three grandchil-
dren. He’d love to go fish-
ing again.

The case has seen many
twists and turns over the
years. The defendant’s re-
quest for DNA tests on hair
found in the victims’ fists
and blood on Weger’s
fringed leather coat was
stymied in state court in
2004 after it was learned
the items had not been
properly preserved and no
longer held evidentiary val-
ue.
The last surviving juror
died a year ago at age 93. In

2016, Nancy Porter told the
Tribune she regretted her
decision to convict. Porter
said she found the confes-
sion implausible and the
idea that an unarmed
Weger, who stood a thin
5-foot-8, could alone over-
power three women, un-
likely. Still, after a six-week
trial and hours of deliber-
ations, Porter said she gave
in to the will of the other 11
jurors.

Some familiar with the
case wondered if this might
finally be Weger’s year to
win release. In addition to
last year’s tie vote, in April
the board granted parole to
Carl Reimann, who was
convicted of fatally shooting
five people during a robbery

at a Yorkville restaurant in
late December 1972.
Reimann had expressed re-
morse for his crime and
been a model inmate who
volunteered in the prison
hospice unit for years.

In past years, board
members had cited Weger’s
lack of remorse in denying
him parole. During Thurs-
day’s debate, however,
board members who sup-
ported Weger’s release
pointed to his long declara-
tion of innocence as a rea-
son to release him. They
also noted that Weger con-
tends his confession was
coerced.

“Mr. Weger ... has served
58 years in institution. He
has maintained his inno-
cence for that amount of
time” said board member
Vonetta Harris, who inter-
viewed him in prison and
proposed his release. “He
does not pose a risk to
society in my opinion and
does have the support of his
family”

Board member William
Norton, however, said that a

jury found Weger guilty and
the board shouldn’t retry
the case.

“This was a really brutal
and heinous crime,” Norton
said. “And there were three
victims. ... And these ladies
were cut down in the mid-
dle of their lives, and their
families, all of them, had to
live without them.”

Diane Oetting, a grand-
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