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The detective knows her voice
right away.

“This is Debra West,” she starts.
“I know,” he replies. “Hi, Miss
West.”

She has dialed a number to
reach the detective over and over,
each time hoping for good news
from the man tasked with the
investigating the death of her
26-year-old son, Kendall Brown.

On the August weekend he was
killed, he was one of at least 75
people shot in the city’s most
violent weekend in more than two
years. Brown is among hundreds

of people who have been killed in
Chicago in recent years, with most
of those cases going unsolved.

The detective’s voice is pleasant
and soothing on the phone. The
two have never met, but West
describes an easy rapport struck
up over more than a dozen phone
conversations since her son died
early in the morning of Aug. 5.

He’s been candid with her
about the challenges the investiga-
tors face in bringing charges in her
son’s case.

Police believe they know who
shot West’s son, she told the
Tribune, but a witness declined to
point the finger at a suspect.

“There’s no justice,” West said,

breaking down into quiet tears.
It’s a familiar story for many

Chicago mothers who can feel
powerless when investigators
come close to solving their chil-
dren’s slayings but hit dead ends.

Yet they have come to play a
unique — and effective — role in
fighting Chicago’s violence. They
are often detectives’ link to the
community and a crucial advocate
for young men society may not
have sympathy for. As much as
they may feel it, they are not
powerless. They search Facebook
to find leads, they speak to neigh-
bors and they even seek out key 

UNSOLVED 75 SHOT, 4 CHARGED

‘We’re living amongst killers’
Mothers of the slain keep waiting for call from detectives even for cold cases
By Madeline Buckley
Chicago Tribune

Debra West lost her son, Kendall Brown, 26, in a shooting Aug. 5 in the

4800 block of South Wincheser Avenue in Chicago.
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Turn to Unsolved, Page 4

Clara, Calif. To earn the No. 2 seed and a first-round bye, the Bears need to defeat the

Vikings on Sunday and the Rams must lose to the 49ers. See more, Chicago Sports.

Linebacker Danny Trevathan’s fourth-quarter interception helped the Bears clinch

the No. 3 playoff seed in the NFC with a 14-9 win over the 49ers on Sunday in Santa

BEARS 14, 49ERS 9
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A chickenpox outbreak at a
private Waldorf school in North
Carolina has prompted concerns
locally because some Chicago-
area Waldorf schools also had
low vaccination rates.

At the same time, the number
of children statewide who are
claiming religious objections to
vaccinations has increased, de-
spite newly tightened rules.

Three Chicago-area Waldorf
schools, known for academic
creativity and success, had high
rates of vaccination waivers, cre-
ating a higher risk for communi-
cable diseases, health officials say.

While experts generally rec-
ommend a minimum vaccination
rate of 90 percent to reduce risks
— a threshold met by the vast
majority of Chicago-area schools
— the local Waldorf schools were
notably below that for the 2017-18
school year, according to state

figures, with Chicago Waldorf
School at 78 percent, Urban
Prairie Waldorf School in Chi-
cago at 84 percent and Da Vinci
Waldorf School in Wauconda at
73 percent.

The relatively low vaccination
rates at the local Waldorf schools
did not apply just to chickenpox
but were common for other
diseases as well, such as polio and
measles. But local Waldorf school
officials stress they do not dis-
courage parents from having
their children immunized and
that they comply with state laws.

Statewide, out of almost 2.2
million students and nearly 5,000
schools, schools reported a pro-
tection rate of about 98 percent
for polio, measles and chicken-
pox, but that left about 39,000
unvaccinated for polio and mea-
sles, and even more — 46,000 —
unprotected against chickenpox.

Of the small number of schools
that fell below the 90 percent
threshold for the chickenpox
vaccine, many were small, private
religious institutions, but there
also were some large public 

N.C. chickenpox surge
alerts Waldorf schools
At least 36 kids got
sick; low vaccination
rates under scrutiny
By Robert McCoppin
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Waldorf, Page 6

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump announced Sun-
day that he is removing Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis two months
before his planned departure and
installing Patrick Shanahan as
acting defense secretary.

Shanahan, a former Boeing
executive who has been Mattis’
deputy at the Pentagon, will
assume the top job on an acting
capacity on Jan. 1, Trump said.

The president made the deci-
sion in reaction to negative news
coverage, according to senior
administration officials, one of

whom said Trump was eager to
retaliate against Mattis and show
up the widely respected former
general.

Unlike Mattis, Shanahan has
not served in the military and has
little foreign policy or govern-
ment experience. Trump plans to
conduct a wide-ranging search
for a permanent replacement and
is interested in candidates from
outside the administration, one
official said.

Mattis resigned in protest last
week after Trump announced
the withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Syria over the strong objec-
tions of Mattis and others on the
national security team. Brett
McGurk, the top U.S. envoy to the

international coalition fighting
the Islamic State militant group,
also resigned in protest over
Trump’s Syria decision.

In his Thursday resignation
letter, Mattis delivered a sharp
rebuke of Trump’s worldview
and cast the president’s foreign
policy positions as a threat to the 

Trump announces
Mattis’ early ouster 
Names former Boeing exec Patrick Shanahan
acting defense secretary effective Jan. 1

By Philip Rucker 
and Dan Lamothe
The Washington Post

Patrick Shanahan, right, has not

served in the military and has

little foreign policy or govern-

ment experience. 
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Turn to Mattis, Page 8

Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of Chicago Sports

Tom Skilling’s forecast High 38 Low 29

At least 281 people were killed as waves smashed
the islands of Java and Sumatra on Saturday.
More than 1,000 were injured and dozens are
missing. Nation & World, Page 7

Tsunami death toll at least 281
Nitrous oxide is making a comeback for use in
childbirth, reviving an option offered decades
ago that has waned in popularity as more wom-
en opted for epidurals. Business, Page 10 

Laughing gas for labor?
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For all the children who should be
loved always, but especially on this
wondrous night, with our arms
around them and a long goodnight
kiss on the temple, a kiss more pre-
cious than anything wrapped in a box.

And for all the parents standing
quietly in the doorways of the bed-
rooms, watching those small, sleeping
shapes.

For all the babies who aren’t loved
and may grow up with hard crust
around their hearts, because someone
didn’t plant those kisses and give
those hugs.

For every couple who adopt a child
to save a life. And for every young
woman who has given up her child
for adoption to save that life inside of
her.

For couples who try to have chil-
dren yet are unable. For those who’ve
lost their children. For the children
who’ve lost their moms and dads.

And for those crazy uncles who’ll
drink too much tonight, and dance
and tell wacky jokes, and then sneak
outside to put on that red suit in the
cold and pound on a door to surprise
the kids.

For the wise aunts who makes sure
the coffee is strong, to help those
crazy uncles sober up.

For all the men and women in all
choirs of the world who’ve practiced
for weeks on weeknights in cold,
empty churches.

Because tonight is their night, too,
the night they’ve been waiting for, to
lift us with song.

And for their beautiful voices that
invite us to humble ourselves, as we
ask for help in scraping away any
bitterness that has taken root over the
year.

For all the good friends and rela-
tives who don’t wait for a special
night to begin building a family. All
year they’ve been building the family,
with their love and time.

They show up on some Thursday
afternoon in June, or on a cool morn-
ing in November, dropping by just to
see if you’re OK. And you feel peace at
their approach.

So, tonight is for them, and tomor-
row, too, because they are family, by
friendship, by blood, and by the acts of
family.

For all who are far away and can’t
make it home.

And for those who are near yet
distant in so many other ways. They
fear they’ve locked the door behind
them, and that at the eleventh hour
they worry, hopeless about ever re-
turning home.

But tonight is the night of new
hope in the world.

And the door is always open.
Just reach for it and see.
For the quiet, shy ones at work who

aren’t part of the ruling clique yet
who would stun you with their grace
and talent if they were given a chance.

And for the old guys at the end of
the bar nursing drinks, half-watching
the TV, men alone and grateful for a
warm place to sit, where they can
hear the sound of stray laughter.

For the old women alone in their
rooms, awake in their beds, staring at
the ceiling, remembering such nights
past and the laughter of children,
when there was so much to do and a
house of hungry guests to feed.

For the parents who are over-
whelmed, out of work or underem-
ployed, good people stressed over
paying their bills yet who refuse to let
their children see their fear.

And for their children, who pre-
tend not to have seen.

For those who’ve received that call
from the doctor, and knew bad news
was coming, even before they heard
the words.

And for everyone on the night shift
tonight, and those who must work
tomorrow, and all first responders.
For their families, waiting for them to
come home.

For everyone in a hospital tonight,
praying for dignity and relief, and an
end without shame or suffering. For
the physicians who care for them.

For the nurses who enter the quiet
rooms, pull up a chair and hear quiet
confessions.

For the clergy members who have
struggled with faith yet find it again
and are renewed.

And for every sailor at sea tonight,
on watch, staring into cold, black
water, remembering brightly lit
rooms.

For the members of the U.S. armed
forces who protect us with their lives.
For the members of the U.S. Foreign
Service and intelligence services who
work alone in bleak, unknown places,
dealing with liars in the shadows,
risking themselves for us and our

nation.
For America and our people, who

never, ever quit.
For the souls lost in the fires, in the

hurricanes and from violence on the
streets of our great cities.

For Madison, the Anatolian shep-
herd dog from Paradise, Calif.. After
the fires, the dog, ever faithful, stayed
out there for weeks, alone, guarding
what was left of his family’s home.

To all whom I’ve hurt with need-
less and strident words on my worst
days. I’m sorry. And for those of you
who visit this column four times a
week, Betty and the boys and I can’t
thank you enough.

For everyone who keeps hold on
what is important about this very
special night:

It is the message brought to us by
that perfect child, born in a manger in
Bethlehem so very long ago. He came
to light the world.

He is the gift.
And it is all about love.
And I hope it comes to you, and

comforts you, and remains.
Merry Christmas.

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast,
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin, at
www.wgnradio.com/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

jskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass
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John Kass

Oh, Holy Night

The Blackhawks, one of the
NHL’s “Original Six,” have been
building a storied legacy since
their founding in 1926. The
Hawks have produced dozens of
standout stars, from Hall of
Fame goaltender Mike Karakas in
the ’30s to Bobby “The Golden
Jet” Hull in the ’60s to current
team captain Jonathan Toews,
who has led the team to a re-

markable three championships since 2010. This compre-
hensive collection includes archival photos, original
reporting, player profiles, timelines, statistics, and
more—all curated by the Tribune’s sports department
from the newspaper’s vast archives. Available at chicago

tribune.com/hawkshistory, and wherever books are sold.

‘THE BEST OF ROYKO’

For more than 30 years, Mike Royko was a part of the
daily fabric of Chicagoans’ lives, penning often humorous
and always honest columns first for the Chicago Daily
News, then the Sun-Times, and finally the Tribune. Culled
from thousands of his Tribune columns and edited by his
son David Royko, this collection offers up his best materi-
al from the last stage in his career, which was cut short
by his premature death in 1997. Available at chicago

tribune.com/printbooks.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE E-BOOKS

“Good Eating’s Dessert Recipes: Cakes, Pies, Cob-

blers, Tarts and More.” Compiled from the vast archives
of kitchen-tested recipes that originally appeared in the
Tribune, this book is a one-stop recipe shop for all your
favorite desserts. This e-book is a sweet and simple
guide to creating all the dishes a dessert aficionado
could ever want. Available online at chicagotribune.

com/ebooks

HOW THE NEWSPAPER GETS PRINTED

Visit the Tribune’s Freedom Center for a two and half
hour tour of the printing presses, press plates and enor-
mous paper rolls, and get a taste of the Tribune’s history.
9 a.m. Jan. 16, Chicago Tribune Freedom Center, 777 W.
Chicago Ave., Chicago. $25 tickets. Free parking, lot
opens 20 minutes before start of tour. For tickets, go to
chicagotribune.com/freedomcenter

THE CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS: 
‘A DECADE-BY-DECADE HISTORY’
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Rachell Wallace is a bike
messenger who is on Divvy
year-round, for both work
and fun.

But she does not see a lot
of other women out there,
and she wishes that would
change. Wallace said more
women could improve the
culture of biking, which
sometimes involves hostil-
ity between cyclists and
motorists.

“I don’t see women
bicyclists kicking the door
of the car that cut them off
— at least not as often as
you’d see with male cy-
clists,” said Wallace, 32, of
Woodlawn. She also thinks
seeing more women biking
could cause drivers to be
more considerate.

In Chicago, bicycling is
increasing in popularity,
but the activity remains
dominated by men. The
2017 U.S. Census American
Community Survey found
that among Chicago bike
commuters, about 30 per-
cent are women. This per-
centage has actually fallen
slightly in the last 10 years,
even though biking has
become more popular. 

Nationally, 28 percent of
bike commuters are wom-
en, so Chicago is a bit above
average. However, it is
below some other bike-
friendly cities. In Portland,
Ore., for example, women
represent 35 percent of bike
commuters, the census
found.

“A lot of cities are doing a
lot better,” said Taylor
Rojek, who edited the “Best
Bike Cities” edition of
Bicycling magazine. The
magazine, which put Chi-
cago first in 2016, ranked
the Windy City sixth this
year, in part because of the
low number of women
riding.

Rojek and cycling advo-
cates cited a number of
possible reasons that fewer
women ride.

A big factor appears to be
infrastructure — women,
and riders of various ages,
are more likely to ride in
lanes protected from traffic. 

“Where they have high-
quality, low-stress net-
works, you see a parity

between men and women
biking,” said Jim Merrell,
director of advocacy for the
Active Transportation
Alliance, which advocates
for walking, biking and
transit. Merrell pointed to
Northern Europe as an
example.

Wallace said some wom-
en may be afraid of riding a
bike in traffic. She was, at
first.

“I had to force myself to
learn how to ride in the
streets and not be afraid of
cars,” she said. She was
motivated by the fact that
she could make more mon-
ey as a messenger on a bike
than with a car. Better
health was also a benefit —
she has lost 71 pounds since
she started riding daily last
April.

Elizabeth Adamcyzk, the
chair of Women Bike Chi-
cago, a group that works to
empower female bikers,
agreed that some women
may be more risk-averse
than men.

“I’ve had co-workers
who only bike on the lake-
front path because that’s
where they feel comfort-
able,” said Adamczyk.

Harassment, physical
and verbal, is also a prob-
lem. This past September, a

woman cyclist was groped
by a man on a motorcycle at
a stop light in West Town.
The motorcyclist, who also
punched the woman’s
husband, was later ar-
rested.

Another issue that keeps
women from bike commut-
ing may be that women feel
more pressure to look pro-
fessional when they arrive
at their destinations, Ad-
amcyzk said.

“Helmets and hair don’t
get along really well,” said
Adamcyzk.

Working women with
children also tend to have
more of a mix of commut-
ing duties than men. In
addition to going to work,
they may pick up and drop
off kids from day care and
then shop for groceries. It is
hard to do all that on a bike.

“Women are still often in
the position where they
have to do more errands,
and they’re forced to rely
on a car to do all these
trips,” said Merrell.

Despite these obstacles,
Adamcyzk sees more wom-
en biking. She said having
more protected lanes helps,
as do employers who pro-
vide showers and well-lit,
indoor facilities for storing
bikes. She said women feel

more vulnerable having to
store their bikes outside,
“especially when there are
so many hours of darkness.”

Also helping is the grow-
ing use of electric-assist
bikes, which were popular
during the recent dockless
bike sharing program con-
ducted on the city’s South
Side.

“It’s not cheating!” said
Adamcyzk, dismissing a
complaint heard about
electric-assist bikes. “We
don’t have the hills in Chi-
cago, but we do have the
winds, and it’s hard if
you’re schlepping kids.”
She said electric-assist
bikes also help cyclists who
do not want to sweat as
much, and those who are
aging or have disabilities.

Bike sharing programs
also are popular with wom-
en, who represent more
than 35 percent of Divvy
users, up from 27 percent in
2013, when the service
started. Adamcyzk said one
reason for this is that the
bikes don’t require mainte-
nance. “They don’t have to
go to a bike shop and worry
about it,” she said.

Bike shops tend to be run
by white men and can be a
bit intimidating, said Lynda
Lopez, 27, of Little Village,

who writes part time for
the Streetsblog news site.

“I rarely feel that I’m not
being looked down upon,”
said Lopez.

Lopez said the bike
community in general
tends to be white and male-
dominated, which can put
off women and, particu-
larly, women of color.

“The more you see peo-
ple like yourself, the more it
seems like an accessible
activity,” Lopez said.

Tekeyia Harper, 22, who
is African-American, rides
every day in all weather,
commuting from her home
in Englewood to work at
the United Center. She said
she gets pushback from
friends who say it’s not safe,
but she finds riding thera-
peutic.

“When I ride, it frees my
mind. It’s just the best thing
in the world for me,” Harp-
er said. “The city is so beau-
tiful — I love it.”

She said she would tell
women who want to ride,
“Just try it — don’t limit
yourself.”

Wallace, who is also
black, says she tries to
encourage friends to ride. A
male friend had encour-
aged her, giving her the
push she needed. She said

biking has given her confi-
dence about other things in
her life.

“When I’m riding, I feel
limitless,” Wallace said. She
said other women who
want to try riding have to
face their fears and get out
there.

“The best things in life
are on the other side of
fear,” she said, paraphrasing
actor Will Smith. “There’s
nothing to fear, once you
get there. It’s all beautiful.”

Transportation
song quiz
■ Last week’s song was
about a paradise for weary
travelers. Among its fea-
tures are blind railway
police. The song is “Big
Rock Candy Mountain.”
Chuck Cercone, of Morton
Grove, was first with the
right answer.
■ This week’s song is about
a type of customized car.
Want more cowbell? You
got it. What’s the song, and
who originally recorded it?
The first person to email or
Tweet me the correct an-
swer gets a Tribune book-
mark, and glory.

mwisniewski@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @marywizchicago

Why don’t more women bike here?
Riding on Chicago
streets can be scary,
even insiders agree

Tekeyia Harper, 22, uses Divvy bike sharing to commute from her Englewood home to her United Center job. “When I ride, it frees my mind,” she said. 
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Mary Wisniewski
Getting Around

color, and that’s wonderful
as well.”

Lily’s mom decided to
introduce her daughter to
the popular Disney cartoon
show. Lily fell in love with
the charming little girl who
decides to become a doctor
like her mom, and uses a
magic stethoscope to treat
broken toys, bringing them
to life.

That Christmas, Lily
asked Santa for a Doc Mc-
Stuffins doll and all of the
accessories. 

The following year, she
donned a doctor’s jacket
and medicine bag and went
as Doc McStuffins for Hal-
loween.

“Kids are filled with a
million questions, but it
was really wonderful be-
cause she didn’t bring up
skin color,” the mother said.
“She was much more inter-
ested in ‘How can I become
a doctor and how do I get
my toys to come to life?’ 

“That character has
become one of the central
touchstones of my daugh-
ter’s young years. That will
be a character she remem-
bers growing into her
adulthood. It taught her
about being strong and
resourceful. 

“And it also happens to
be an African-American
little girl doing it. That’s
wonderful because it’s
about valuing people for
people, not how they look,

This Christmas, I
wanted to give myself a
different kind of present,
one that could help me
navigate the treacherous
twists and turns the new
year often brings. So I de-
cided to look at the world
through the eyes of two
little girls.

As my Christmas gift to
you, I’m inviting you to
come along with me.

The girls don’t know
each other, but I have met
them both. Lily, 7, is the
daughter of a former co-
worker. Willa, nearly 4, is
the granddaughter of an-
other.

When Lily and Willa
look at people, they just see
people. They don’t judge
them based on the part of
town they live in, or
whether they live in a home
headed by a single mom or
one with a mom and a dad.
Two moms or two dads,
either, for that matter.

They don’t grumble
when the bus is delayed
while someone in a wheel-
chair boards. They don’t get
irritated when someone
speaks a dialect that is hard

to understand.
They are like most chil-

dren. Their youthful inno-
cence allows them to grant
each person equal standing.

So when Lily and Willa
ask Santa to leave a doll
under their tree, they don’t
choose them based on the
texture of their hair or the
color of their skin. Dolls are
just dolls, like people are
people.

Every child is born with
an innate gift of impartial-
ity. They are naively un-
colored and naturally in-
quisitive — traits that leave
them open-minded to new
ideas, fresh experiences
and diverse friendships.

But those traits can be
fleeting as children grow
older, unless they are culti-
vated and reinforced, pri-
marily by the parents.

When Lily was 3, her
mother came across an
interesting article in The
New York Times about
how an African-American
animated character, Doc
McStuffins, and a Latina,
Dora the Explorer, had
become crossover dolls,
popular among children of
all races.

“The kids who are of
color see her as an African-
American girl, and that’s
really big for them,” Chris
Nee, creator of Doc Mc-
Stuffins, told the Times.

“And I think a lot of
other kids don’t see her

the color of their hair or
what their clothes look
like.”

It was for that reason
Willa’s mother bought her
two African-American dolls
to go along with her collec-
tion of white dolls.

“I thought it was prob-
lematic for her to have only
white dolls,” Willa’s mother
said. “Kids form their ideas
about race so early, and it’s
done unconsciously.

“All the things around
them when they are her age
help them to decide what’s
‘normal’ and what is not
‘normal.’ It’s important for
children to understand that
people have different cul-
tural experiences.”

Now that black dolls are
mass-produced, they in-
creasingly are the toys of
choice for African-Ameri-
can girls. For me, it was
always that way growing
up.

I never owned a white
doll. I have no idea how my
mother managed to pull it
off in the late 1950s and
early 1960s, when black
dolls were rare, but she
made sure the dolls Santa
brought to our house
looked like me.

Obviously, she under-
stood that self-image, espe-
cially for girls, begins form-
ing at a very young age. She
knew how important it was
for a girl to have black dolls
that could do anything the

white dolls in the television
commercials could do.

Maybe she thought if I
owned a black doll that
could walk when you held
her hand or talk when you
pulled her string, I would
grow up believing that real
African-American girls
could also do astonishing
things.

So on one Christmas
morning, I woke up to a
black Chatty Cathy that
said, “Tell me a story.” 

Another Christmas
morning, a life-size doll
with brown skin and black
curly hair was sitting on the
living room couch. 

She was a takeoff of Patti
Playpal, which came only
in white skin tone at the
time. So did Barbie, and I
never owned one of those
either.

There are obvious rea-

sons for African-American
girls to have black dolls. But
there is an even greater
lesson for white girls who
find them under their
Christmas tree.

The dolls can teach them
to understand that beneath
all the layers that appear to
make us different, people
are just people.

Often, the most enduring
lessons of our childhood
come at Christmas. The
wonderful thing about it is
that kids don’t even realize
that the toys Santa brought
are filled with powerful
messages.

The lessons aren’t just
for children, though.
Adults, if they pay atten-
tion, can learn from them,
too.

dglanton@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @dahleeng

Dolls part of powerful lesson for 2 young girls

Kids’ openness to ideas, experiences and friendships can

be fleeting unless cultivated and reinforced.

MARK LENNIHAN/ASSOCIATED PRESS 2008

Dahleen Glanton
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A tax could be approved
on medical marijuana in
Oak Park as the village
board seeks to grandfather
in a cannabis tax, should
recreational use of the drug
become legal.

During his campaign,
Democratic Gov.-elect J.B.
Pritzker announced his sup-
port for legalizing recre-
ational marijuana in Illinois,
which he said will help
reform the criminal justice
system and provide the state
with revenue.

To ensure the village’s
ability to tax recreational
marijuana, village staff on
Dec. 10 proposed a 6 percent
sales tax price per ounce of
medical marijuana.

“What I’m recom-
mending now is you estab-
lish a legal tax, and if
[recreational marijuana] be-
comes legal in the sate of
Illinois, it just keeps going at
that same rate,” village attor-
ney Paul Stephanides said.
“It’s keeping the same
scheme and applying it to
that recreational use.”

Village manager Cara
Pavlicek said creating a tax
now could protect the vil-
lage in the future, as it is
unknown how the state leg-
islature could act in legaliz-
ing marijuana.

“I think the concern, in
the case of Oak Park for
example, at some point in
time the state outlawed the
ability for municipalities
with their home-rule au-
thority to tax tobacco sales,
but cities that already had
[those laws] in place were
allowed to keep those taxes,”
Pavlicek said.

Some on the board, how-
ever, were uneasy with es-
tablishing a medical mari-
juana tax at such a large rate.

In 2016, the village board
voted against a medical mar-
ijuana tax that would have
affected patients of Seven
Point, the village’s lone med-
ical marijuana dispensary,
which operates at 1132 Lake
St.

“I think, at that time,
there was consensus from
the board, who did not want
to harshly tax the medical
use of marijuana,” Oak Park
Trustee Bob Tucker said. “I
know what we’re trying to
do here. We’re trying to look
to the future for if and when
it becomes [legal for] recre-
ational. I think what we
have here is a tricky legal
issue.”

Some on the board ar-
gued for a lower tax of 0.5
percent to 1 percent on
medical marijuana, with
hopes a separate, higher tax
could be placed on recre-
ational marijuana should it
become legal.

Staff members, however,
are unable to say what state
legislature action may look
like, and whether having
two different tax rates for
medical and recreational
marijuana may even be pos-
sible.

“We don’t know what the
state legislature may or may
not do,” Pavlicek said. “Typi-
cally, the state legislature
will put in either some
restrictions on the use of
home-rule authority or
they’re silent on it. We can’t
really tell you what that
looks like [yet].”

At the end of November,
Mayor Anan Abu-Taleb first
requested village staff to
look into the matter, which
led to the proposal of a
medical marijuana tax.

“What you’ve seen here is
none of us want to tax
medical marijuana users,
but we don’t want to forego
the opportunity to tax recre-
ational marijuana in the
event it becomes legal,” Abu-
Taleb said. “We all know we
have just elected a governor
who ran on a platform to
legalize marijuana. It’s just a
matter of time. We don’t
want to be in a position
where we’re not protecting
our rights to tax recreational
marijuana in the event we
don’t have an ordinance on
our books.”

The village board is ex-
pected to debate further at a
meeting early next year.

sschering@pioneerlocal.com
Twitter @steveschering

Plan for
pot tax
has future
in mind
Oak Park targets
medicinal use,
recreational next
By Steve Schering
Pioneer Press

witnesses to move cases
along.

They show up at vigils to
remember the dead sons of
other women. And they
take to the streets to march,
chanting, “We are moth-
ers” and “We want justice,”
while using bullhorns to
urge neighbors to come
forward and talk to police.

‘We’re living
amongst killers’

West believes the detec-
tive is just as frustrated as
she is, but she doesn’t see a
way forward unless the city
can help relocate wit-
nesses, who often are afraid
to cooperate. She doesn’t
blame the witness for not
coming forward to identify
the shooter.

“I don’t expect him to
put himself and his family
in danger,” West said. “If
you testify against people,
especially people in gangs
... and still live in the same
neighborhood, you think
they’re going to forget
about it? They’re not.”

Gwendolyn Baxter has
lived West’s story. She has
heard it from the dozens of
mothers who have joined
her support group, The
Sisterhood, which she
founded for women who
have lost children to gun
violence.

The Sisterhood began in
2015 when six women
gathered at Baxter’s house.
The group grew to more
than 70 women. Baxter
estimated that about half of
them have not seen their
child’s slaying solved.

Baxter’s son, Larry D.
Harper Jr., was shot and
killed in 2003 near 83rd
Street and Creiger Avenue
on the South Side. Like
West, she called the detect-
ives over and over. She, too,
was told that investigators
believed they knew who
did it, but a witness was not
able to identify the suspect.
He was either unsure or
scared.

Eventually, detectives
stopped answering her
calls and she grew discour-
aged. “I felt hopeless,” she
said. “It’s like no one cares.”

Tracy Lyons feels the
same frustration. Her 21-
year-old son, Trevon
RaShawn Jeffries, was shot
and killed in May, the day
before Mother’s Day, out-
side a restaurant in the
South Shore neighbor-
hood. Detectives told her it
would be tough to make a
case if the man who was
with her son didn’t cooper-
ate. But she knows he’s not
going to talk to police.

Chicago is far worse at
clearing shootings and ho-
micides than other big cit-
ies in the United States.
The city’s clearance rate is
about 20 points below na-
tional averages. The toll of
the unsolved slayings
weighs heavily on the com-
munity, Baxter said.

The shooters stay in
their neighborhoods, hang-

ing out on their usual
corners, because they
know they won’t be picked
up, Lyons said. Frustrated
with the lack of answers
from detectives, mothers
sometimes investigate on
their own, the women say.
They put up flyers in neigh-
borhoods begging for infor-
mation. They examine the
social media posts of those
involved.

They wonder about men
they see around their
neighborhoods, whether
one of them could have
killed their son.

“We’re living amongst
killers,” Baxter said.

Rich Schak, a retired
Chicago police sergeant
who investigated homi-
cides for more than two
decades as a detective, said
persistence from mothers
— and the prospect of
facing them with no news
— can make investigators
look harder at what they’ve
done.

“It’s very, very difficult to
meet with family members
and explain that you have
no leads and little or no
information coming for-
ward,” said Schak, who
now chairs the criminal
justice program at National
Louis University.

He cited a case on the
West Side in which a young
man on his way home from
work as an apprentice in
the trades was fatally shot
near Lake Street and Cen-
tral Avenue in the middle of
the night. For years, the
victim’s mother or sister
would call him or another
detective once a month, or
every two months, check-
ing for updates.

Schak said the case went
cold: no witnesses, no
physical evidence. He
would stop by the victim’s
home sometimes to talk
with the mother and sister,
having to tell them he had
no new leads.

“We did canvassing. We
did everything we could
but never came up with
anything,” he said. “It’s just
difficult. … It was just a total

random murder with no-
body seeing anything.”

The wrong
neighborhood

Kendall Brown was one
of 13 people killed during
the first weekend of Au-
gust. Mount Sinai Hospital
was a scene of carnage and
chaos. Debra West arrived
to see her son’s body and
was held back from the
emergency room entrance
by crowds of people. They
were angry and grieving.
Gunshot victims had been
dropped off in cars and left
in the parking lot. She saw
people falling out of shot-
up cars. There were so
many people outside the
hospital she had trouble
getting near the entrance.

West had tried hard to
make sure her son’s life did
not end in this way.

Brown was West’s sur-
prise baby. He arrived in
1991 when she was in her
30s. He grew into a ram-
bunctious child who
couldn’t sit still. They lived
in Back of the Yards, and
Brown attended Robert
Fulton Elementary School
until he and his sister were
too afraid to go to school.
The children were walking
home from school one day,
West said, when gunfire
erupted all around them.

“They were crying,”
West said. “They were run-
ning and hiding.”

After that, she searched
for an alternative and
enrolled her children in a
charter school. Brown be-
gan doing better in school.
He was diagnosed with
attention deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder, known as
ADHD, and was put on
medication. He received
individualized help.

But by high school, West
said, her son started getting
into trouble. She was a
single mother who worked
full time as a clerk for Cook
County. She started getting
calls during the workday
about her son cutting class.

He didn’t like taking his

medication because it
made him different. “Mom,
why am I the only crazy
one in the house?” he once
asked her.

“You’re not crazy,” West
replied. “This is just to keep
you calm and help you
focus on your school work.”

Later, it became clear to
West that her son needed
counseling, but he
wouldn’t go. Once, when he
was about 15, she found
him in the house punching
holes in the wall. He was
crying, “I need help.” West
admitted him for a five-day
hospital stay.

“He needed help, but I
didn’t know what to do,
and he wouldn’t talk to me
and tell me what was
wrong,” West said.

He later served two
stints in prison, first for
burglary and then for hav-
ing a firearm as a convicted
felon, records show. He
wrote letters to his mother
during his time in prison,
telling her he missed her
and wanted to do better.
Toward the end of his
second prison term, he
seemed receptive to
change.

After his release from
prison in 2016, he turned a
corner, West said. He
worked a steady job laying
asphalt and was a loving
father to his young son. He
often visited his son’s kin-
dergarten class, a fact that
makes West chuckle, given
that she had trouble getting
him to stay in school when
he was younger.

He grew into a man with
a strapping, 6-foot-4 frame.
He had an easy smile and
was charming when he
wanted to be.

This past summer,
West’s family was doing
well. She was planning a
family cruise. She wanted
her children to see that the
world was more than Chi-
cago.

But then her son went
into the wrong neighbor-
hood.

A missed call
On the night of Aug. 4,

Brown ventured with a
friend back into Back of the
Yards, the neighborhood
where he grew up, to store
his car in a lot owned by his
girlfriend’s father.

West warned her son to
stay away from that area,
which is plagued by several
gang conflicts.

“You can’t just go any-
where,” she told him.

Then she went to bed.
She usually leaves her
phone on, but she was
particularly tired that
night, so she switched it to
vibrate.

She was shaken awake in
the early morning hours by
her partner, who said her
daughter was on the phone.
Kendall was dead.

West looked at her own
cellphone. She didn’t hear
it vibrating quietly on the
nightstand earlier that
night. Just before mid-
night, her son had called

her. Around 12:03 a.m., she
received a text from him.

It only said, “Mama.”
He was killed an hour

later, a few minutes after 1
a.m.

West begins crying as
she recounts the text mes-
sage. She’ll never know
why her son was calling,
but she wishes she had
answered. She thinks he
may have called her for
help. Maybe he wanted a
ride home to escape the
situation he was in.

“I’ll always wonder
about that,” she said.

Elusive justice
As of now, Chicago po-

lice detectives have made
at least four arrests in the
75 shootings that happened
the weekend Brown was
killed. Brown’s case isn’t
one of them.

Brown was shot by
someone in a white Jeep
while he was walking on
the sidewalk in the 4800
block of South Winchester
Avenue. He was hit in the
abdomen and ankle.

The Jeep was set on fire
a few blocks away.

Casings from a rifle and a
handgun were found at the
scene, records show. The
neighborhood is divided by
several gang conflicts, and
gang-related rifle shootings
have grown more common
there in recent years.

West has pieced to-
gether some of what hap-
pened on the night her son
died, with some informa-
tion coming from the de-
tective and other bits from
people who know her son.

She has spoken with the
man who was with her son
when he was killed. “I
would tell the police what I
know,” he told her. “I will
do that for KB.”

But West knew he
wouldn’t. She understands
the potential danger, and
the risk for retaliation, that
come with cooperating
with the police.

When he came in for a
lineup, he told investigators
he didn’t recognize the
shooter, though West said
friends have sent her his
Facebook posts indicating
he knows who killed her
son.

The detective told West
the man they believe killed
her son is being held for a
different crime.

Federal court records
show he is being held on a
weapons charge related to
a double shooting in Febru-
ary that left one man dead.
The suspect is a reputed
gang member, the records
say.

West takes comfort in
the fact that he is off the
street.

She doesn’t believe she
will ever see an arrest made
in her son’s case. But she
still calls the detective.

Chicago Tribune’s Jeremy
Gorner and Annie Sweeney
contributed.

mabuckley@chicagotribune.com

Debra West said a detective told her that the man who is thought to have killed her son, Kendall Brown, is being held for a different crime.
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Mothers of slain keep waiting
for call, even in cold cases
Unsolved, from Page 1

West said that Brown was a loving father to his son.
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Gwendolyn Baxter founded a sup-
port group for women who lost
children to gun violence. The Sis-
terhood began in 2015 with 6 wom-
en and has grown to more than 70. 
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If you believe your only options are agonizing knee pain or surgery... You are WRONG!

Thousands of Chicagoland Boomers and Seniors are now
getting knee pain RELIEF, INSTEAD of knee replacement.

It turns out, the secret of enjoying the

“golden years” is NOT simply having a

giant nest egg for retirement Why?

Recent research showed that Baby

Boomers and seniors who lead an active

lifestyle during retirement, and continue

doing the things they truly enjoy, free of

pain, ARE happier, regardless of income

level or wealth.

And truth be told, people who don’t

have their mobility to enjoy their favorite

activities at that age, all the money in the

world won’t bring true happiness.

We know this because we hear people

say this over and over again at the

Joint Relief Institute in Orland Park.

Comments like this . . .

“I didn’t know how much LIFE and

SLEEP I was missing because of my

knee pain, until it went away with this

wonderful treatment.”

— George R.

You know how it is . . .
You start to recognize your knee is

hurting, and you try pain medicines, braces,

or different over-the-counter arthritis

supplements. Soon enough, you realize

they either cause lots of side effects, or

they fail to live up to their promise of fast,

long-lasting relief, and are not worth the

price of the bottle they come in.

And BECAUSE you’d prefer
NOT to go under the knife . . .
And can’t afford to be put in bed for

several weeks, and because you know

people who still hurt EVEN after surgery . . .

you give up, and learn to live with the pain.

BUT, you miss out on things you enjoy doing,

and lose your golden years one activity at

a time.

With less activity, comes weight gain, and

depression . . . Yes, you can put up with this

ache in your knee, but the cost of doing

nothing about it is HUGE. You are not doing

yourself a favor by “toughing it out.”

“Six months later, I found out the

one thing between me and losing

20 lbs, WAS my knee pain”
—Mary T.

“Every daywashard. I couldn’t enjoy
my favorite activities anymore. But
thankfully, now I’m back in full form.
I am doing yard work for the first
time in years!” — Phil M.

What are my options if I don’t
want to undergo surgery?

Today we live in an age with tremendous

technology advances, and that’s what

Joint Relief Institute doctors use to put

new life and energy into failing knee

joints.

Using precise, advanced imaging, they

gently place an all natural joint lubricant

directly inside your knee to replace

the lost fluid that’s causing your pain.

This treatment has proven to have a very

high rate of success.

However, it HAS to be done right
with advanced imaging . . .

A recent study examined trained

doctors and surgeons who attempted

these injections without using advanced

imaging. Instead, they simply felt the

knee with their fingers and BLINDLY

delivered the replacement fluid.

The study revealed that these doctors

missed the target most of the time . . .

In fact, 30% of the time, they didn’t even

place the treatment inside the joint.

Yes THIRTY percent. It is not a typo.

Even after missing the target, they had no

way of knowing they missed, because they

are not SEEING it with advanced imaging.

That means these patients went away

thinking they had received a life-changing

treatment, and, in fact, did not get any

benefit at all. Even worse, many of them

went on to have surgery they didn’t need.

How did Joint Relief Institute
find the Antidote to this
MISERABLE failure . . .

The doctors at the Joint Relief Institute

are trained in using cutting-edge low

dose motion digital imaging. These highly

skilled, Board Certified doctors are able to

see into the knee joint.They actually watch

the medicine, live, as it goes where it

needs to be. This technology is so precise,

so advanced, and so forefront that it was

able to make a whole difference in Non-

surgical treatments.

“We’ve had so many patients tell us

they RECEIVED treatments like Synvisc

or Orthovisc in the past, and it didn’t

work. So they were considering surgery,

and some even had surgery scheduled.

Luckily, we were able to save many of

those people from the knife.” Said Dr

Mike Hana at the Joint Relief Institute.

Joint Relief Institute’s proven accuracy

and effective treatment is why people are

traveling hundreds of miles to get knee

pain treatment from their Doctors.

Why did Knee treatments from
Joint Relief Institute become

the talk of the town?
Many seniors walk out feeling better

than they have in years! So as you might

imagine, when their friends see them

move easier, walk further, sleep better

and are happier, they want it also.

Only days after this treatment, people

usually notice a decrease in: Pain...

Stiffness...Muscle weakness... Swelling...

Locked joints...Reduced rangeofmotion...

and Cracking sounds.

Most patients who receive the treatment

are able to live pain free for up to 6

months, and some even get relief for 3-5

years with NO additional treatments.

How does the treatment
help relieve your joint pain...
It’s pretty simple, really. You see, when

you’re young, you have a thick, fluid

protein inside your knee joints to lubricate

them as you move.

This fluid also acts as a cushion and

shock absorber inside your knee. It’s

called synovial fluid, and it works much

like the oil in a car’s engine to keep all the

parts moving freely, without friction.

However, as you age, this fluid dries out,
leaving your bones to painfully rub and
grind against each other with every step.
And unfortunately, there’s no way for the

joint to make more.

After years of trusted service in moving

you everywhere you need to go, you

start to feel a subtle ache in your knees

with certain activities like kneeling

down, or getting out of the car. With

time, it becomes a constant ache. If left

untreated, it can keep you awake at night,

and hurt with every step.

The good news is, researchers
discovered an almost identical, all natural
lubricating fluid called Hyaluronic acid.
It has been proven in numerous clinical
studies to act as a natural lubricant in

your joints.

It’s FDAapprovedand is aperfect cushion

and shock absorber for your joints. Once

it’s correctly placed inside your knee,

it can make them feel just like new again,

eliminate any rubbing and friction, and

make your joints glide smoothly.

Are there any side effects to this
treatment? Is the treatment painful?
After numbing the skin with a special

spray, Joint Relief’s imaging technology

makes this treatment virtually painless.

And because you are getting a supplement

for a protein we are all born having, there

are NO known after effects.

That is right, this is a quick, natural
long-lasting, non-invasive, non-surgical
treatment with NO known side effects...

Is it true this natural
treatment costs NOTHING?...

Yes, more good news, besides the pain

relief, is that because this non-surgical

program has already proven to help

thousands of seniors, Medicare and other

insurance plans DO cover the full cost of

the treatment.

So there is very likely NO COST to you

for this life-changing treatment.

Here is what you need to
do if you or a loved one is
suffering with knee pain…
Call now for a free screening...

If you or a loved one is suffering with

knee pain, this could be the blessed relief

you’re looking for. You are personally

invited to a FREE knee pain screening

from the Joint Relief Institute doctors to

see if you are a good candidate for this

all-natural, highly-precise treatment.

Due to high demand, they can only offer

a limited number of FREE screens every

month. So if you’re interested, Call now

(708) 963-0064.

Waiting will not
help you feel better...

This ache in your knees could be a sign

of serious damage and peoplewho choose

to simply “tough it out” will definitely see

their knees deteriorate further over time.

The one thing we know is: The damage

will NEVER undo itself without some help.

Your screening will only take about 20-

30 minutes of your time, as one of their

doctors sits down with you and answers

all the questions you have about your

knees.

On the day of your treatment, you’ll be

able to come in on your own, and be done

within 30 minutes or less. No pain. No

problem driving yourself home. ■

Alternative to the knife for your knee pain? Non-Surgical treatment success rate soars after using new digital technology

Advanced Digital technology is used to
eliminate a HUGE percentage of treatment
failures. Every treatment at Joint Relief Institute
is pin-pointed to the damaged area inside the
knee. The doctors see the medication live as it
goes to help the troubled joint.

ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

JOINT RELIEF INSTITUTE
NON-SURGICAL JOINT ARTHRITIS TREATMENT

ORLAND PARK
60 Orland Square Drive, Suite 101

OAK BROOK
600 W. 22nd Street, Suite 102

Call now (708) 963-0064
to schedule your free screening.

You can be pain free!
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If you received this kind of treatment in the
past, and it didn’t relieve your pain, there is a
BIG chance themedication landed somewhere
around, but not INSIDE, the joint where it can’t
help you.

JRI Doctors see live into the knee joint. Even
you will be able to tell the medicine went
where it needs to be. No guess work, no
poking around, the medicine cushion lubricate
and help heal the damaged knee.
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schools in the Chicago area,
such as Community High
School in West Chicago,
which had a large cluster of
256 unvaccinated students
for a protection rate of 88
percent, and Car-
pentersville Middle School,
at 81 percent. Rich Central
High School in Olympia
Fields had a 79 percent rate.

Cases of vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases have been
rare in recent years in Illi-
nois, with just four reported
in 2013. 

Since then, the annual
number has fluctuated be-
tween 18 and 33, with nine
reported so far this year, the
state Department of Health
reported. Most were
whooping cough, but recent
cases of mumps and chick-
enpox also have been re-
ported. No deaths were
reported, and local health
departments work with
schools to identify cases and
try to prevent them from
spreading by encouraging
vaccinations and disinfect-
ing classrooms.

Some officials empha-
sized that their schools are
doing better this academic
year.

At Chicago Waldorf
School on the North Side,
vaccinations rates are sig-
nificantly higher this year
and now stand at 90 per-
cent, school Administrative
Director Luke Goodwin
said.

“The Chicago Waldorf
School is not against vacci-
nation,” he said. “The Chi-
cago Waldorf School ad-
vises our parents to con-
sider their social and civic
responsibility as members
of the great Chicago com-
munity when making deci-
sions regarding immuniza-
tions.”

A fourth Waldorf school
in the area, the Waldorf
School of DuPage in War-
renville, was not on the
Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation list of immunization
rates for all reporting
schools statewide.

State education board
spokeswoman Jaclyn
Matthews said all schools,
public and private, are re-

quired to report immuniza-
tion rates to the state. How-
ever, the board generally
does not enforce immuni-
zation requirements; that is
left to local schools and
districts.

No one from the Waldorf
School of DuPage could be
reached for comment.

Public health officials
warn that vaccination
shortfalls can put everyone
at higher risk — not just
those who don’t get their
shots. Vaccines aren’t al-
ways effective, but if
enough people get them, it
greatly reduces the likeli-
hood that any of them will
become infected.

That is particularly im-
portant for people who
have medical conditions
that prevent them from
getting vaccinated, such as
young infants, children
with leukemia, transplant
patients and people with
weak immune systems,
such as those undergoing
chemotherapy, said Dr. Ni-
rav Shah, director of the
Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health.

Shah emphasized, as
does the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, that the safety and
effectiveness of vaccines
have been proved through
decades of studies. State law
does not force someone to
get a vaccination if he or she
is exempted for religious or
medical reasons, he said,
but he strongly urges par-
ents to have their children
vaccinated. “I know it’s a
question of rights, but it’s
also a question of obliga-
tions.”

In 2016, Illinois tight-
ened the rules for claiming
religious exemptions, re-
quiring parents to certify
that they met with a health
care provider and got infor-
mation about vaccine ben-
efits. The law no longer
allows exemptions based on
personal or philosophical
beliefs.

Despite the new law, and
enrollment numbers that
were fairly flat, religious
objections to the polio vac-
cine actually increased to
17,694 last school year, from
15,130 in 2015-16 and about

14,000 in 2014-15, the most
recent years for which the
state has reported results.

“Many times what are
listed as ‘religious’ exemp-
tions are really more of
‘personal-belief ’ exemp-
tions,” said Lisa Kritz, direc-
tor of prevention for the
Lake County Health De-
partment. “However, in Illi-
nois only religious and med-
ical exemptions are sup-
posed to be allowable by
law.”

But the numbers seem-
ingly reflect lingering con-
cerns some parents harbor
about immunizations.

One 1998 study of 12
children that suggested vac-
cinations cause autism was
later discredited and with-
drawn, but some parents
still fear the recommenda-
tion for some three dozen
vaccination doses by age 18,
most of them in infancy. 

Critics note that the Na-
tional Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Program has paid
out $4 billion since 1988 to
settle claims of harm,
though in most cases the

government does not con-
clude that vaccines caused
any injuries.

The CDC estimates the
frequency of compensation
for adverse reactions is
about 1 in 1 million and says
immunizations prevent
countless more deaths and
injuries from diseases like
polio and measles.

And much misinforma-
tion about vaccines has
been distributed on the in-
ternet, where a George
Washington University
study found lies spread by
trolls and bots, including
some of the same ones
linked to Russian-backed
attempts to influence the
2016 presidential election.

Diane Peterson of the
Immunization Action Co-
alition said she was not
surprised by lower vaccina-
tion rates at Waldorf
schools. She noted that
some states have done away
entirely with nonmedical
objections.

“There needs to be strict
enforcement,” she said, “to
protect children with com-

promised immune systems
who can’t receive vaccina-
tions. They depend on a
strong herd immunity to
protect them.”

Founded in the early
1900s, Waldorf schools are
independent, but their
methods are based on the
teachings of Austrian philo-
sopher Rudolf Steiner. Wal-
dorf schools integrate the
arts in all academic disci-
plines, focus on experiential
learning and do not use
computers or digital tech-
nology in early grades, ac-
cording to the Association
of Waldorf Schools of North
America.

Waldorf school officials
emphasized that they don’t
oppose vaccines, that stu-
dent health is a top priority
and that follow state immu-
nization laws but that the
decision generally is up to
parents and their doctors.

At Da Vinci Waldorf
School, Administrator
Christine Grafft wrote that
the school is 100 percent
compliant with state re-
porting requirements. “The

school is prepared to pro-
tect the health and safety of
our families and employees,
including mandatory exclu-
sion of unvaccinated stu-
dents during an outbreak.”

“Da Vinci Waldorf
School states unequivocally
that our educational objec-
tives do not include avoid-
ance of, nor resistance to,
childhood immunizations,”
Grafft added.

Urban Prairie Waldorf
School officials reported
that this year the school has
a general protection rate of
85 percent and that, not
counting 12 students with
religious or medical waivers
because of extreme allergies
or asthma, the school had a
90 percent compliance rate.

“Urban Prairie Waldorf
School is not against vacci-
nation and has never pro-
moted a non-vaccination
policy,” Director of Com-
munity Development
Heather Berhalter said.
“We advise our parents to
consider their social and
civic responsibility as mem-
bers of the great Chicago
community when making
decisions regarding immu-
nizations.”

Still, at least one national
nonprofit group keeps try-
ing to raise doubts. The
National Vaccine Informa-
tion Center has called for
more research into whether
certain children are more
vulnerable to vaccine reac-
tions, arguing that stricter
enforcement will only en-
courage more distrust.

Barbara Loe Fisher, co-
founder and president of
the center, says parents
should have the freedom to
decide what vaccinations
their children get without
coercion.

Health officials warn that
until there is more compli-
ance, there will be more
outbreaks, like the one this
fall at Asheville Waldorf
School in North Carolina,
which sickened at least 36
children with chickenpox
and was reportedly the
worst outbreak since the
vaccine was introduced
more than two decades ago. 

rmccoppin@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @RobertMcCoppin

N.C. chickenpox outbreak alerts area schools
Waldorf, from Page 1
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Illinois cases of vaccine-preventable diseases have been
rare in recent years. Since 2013, the annual number has
fluctuated between 18 and 33, with 9 reported this year.
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BEIRUT — Turkey is
massing troops near a town
in northern Syria held by a
U.S.-backed and Kurdish-
led force, a war monitor
said as Turkish media re-
ported new reinforcements
crossing the borders. 

The Turkish buildup
comes even though Turkey
said it would delay a prom-
ised offensive in eastern
Syria in the wake of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s deci-
sion this week to withdraw
U.S. troops. 

Trump tweeted Sunday
that he had a “long and
productive” call with Turk-
ish leader Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in which they
discussed “the slow &
highly coordinated” pull-
out of U.S. troops from the
area. This is the two lead-
ers’ second phone conver-
sation in 10 days. U.S. mili-
tary officials are scrambling
to come up with a schedule
for the withdrawal of an
estimated 2,000 troops. 

A statement from the
Turkish presidency said
the two leaders agreed to
coordinate militarily and
diplomatically to ensure
the U.S. pullout from Syria
does not lead to an “author-

ity vacuum.” 
Trump’s decision, an-

nounced last week after a
call with Erdogan, sur-
prised his allies and own
experts, sparking the resig-
nation of two of his top
aides. He had asked for an
immediate withdrawal, but
experts convinced him that
they needed time to work
out a timetable. 

The Turkish IHA news
agency reported that a con-
voy of Turkish troops — a
commando unit — had
been sent into Syria
overnight. 

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said the
reinforcements were sent
to the front line at Manbij,
where U.S. troops have
been based. The Observa-
tory said 50 vehicles
crossed into Syria — carry-
ing troops and equipment. 

A Turkish military offi-
cial, speaking on condition
of anonymity in line with
government protocol, said
the military reinforce-
ments were dispatched to
the areas administered by
Turkey in northern Syria,
without elaborating. 

The spokesman for the
Kurdish-led Manbij Mili-
tary Council, Sharfan Dar-
wish, said Turkish re-
inforcements have arrived
in the area. “We are taking

necessary measures to de-
fend ourselves if we are
attacked,” he said without
elaborating. 

U.S. troops based around
Manbij patrolled the town
and surrounding area on
Sunday and were photo-
graphed speaking with the
residents. 

Turkey has welcomed
Trump’s decision. Ankara
views the Kurdish-led Syr-
ian Democratic Forces as
an extension of the insur-
gency within its borders.
Erdogan has vowed to dis-
lodge the Kurdish fighters
from along its border with
Syria. 

The U.S. has since 2014
partnered with the Syrian
Kurdish militia to drive out
the Islamic State group, a
partnership that soured re-
lations between Ankara
and Washington. 

Also Sunday, French
President Emmanuel Mac-
ron said he “deeply regrets”
Trump’s decision to pull
U.S. troops out of Syria and
warned it could have dan-
gerous consequences. 

Macron showered praise
on U.S. Defense Secretary
Jim Mattis, who quit in the
wake of Trump’s unexpect-
ed move. “An ally should be
reliable, coordinate with
other allies. Mattis under-
stood this,” Macron said. 

A convoy heads into Syria Saturday night as Turkey sends in military reinforcements.
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Turkey masses troops
near Syrian border 
By Sarah El Deeb 
and Zeynep Bilginsoy
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A top
White House official
warned Sunday that it’s
“very possible” the partial
government shutdown
stretches into the new year
and that how quickly nu-
merous shuttered Cabinet
departments and agencies
resume doing the people’s
business is up to Congress. 

“The ball is in the Sen-
ate’s court,” acting White
House chief of staff Mick
Mulvaney said. 

Senate Democrats, who
oppose funding for Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
promised border wall, con-
tend government could re-
open immediately if Trump
drops his demand to ex-
tend a physical barrier
along the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der. 

A stalemate over the wall
led parts of the government
to shut down Saturday after
funding for numerous de-
partments and agencies ex-
pired. 

Mulvaney, who is also
director of the White
House budget office, said
he’s awaiting word from
Senate Democratic leader
Chuck Schumer of New
York after the adminis-
tration on Saturday pre-
sented Schumer with a
counteroffer in the long-
running dispute over fund-
ing the wall. 

Mulvaney withheld spe-
cifics but placed the offer
between Trump’s $5.7 bil-
lion request and $1.3 billion
offered by Democrats. 

The shutdown was ex-
pected to last through
Thursday after the House
and Senate adjourned until
later in the week. Monday
and Tuesday, Christmas
Eve and Christmas, respec-
tively, are federal holidays,
meaning much of the fed-
eral government would al-
ready be closed. 

Wednesday is the first
day taxpayers could begin

to feel the effects of a
shutdown, Mulvaney said.
But he predicted it could
last beyond Thursday,
when Congress is next
scheduled to come into
session. 

“It’s very possible that
this shutdown will go be-
yond the 28th and into the
new Congress,” he said. 

Democrats held firm
Sunday in opposition to
paying for a border wall,
which was a central prom-
ise of Trump’s campaign
for president. 

Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-
Ore., said the administra-
tion is sitting on most of the
money Congress gave
Trump last year for border
security, excluding a wall. 

“If you’re not going to
spend nine out of 10 dollars
on an issue, you obviously
don’t care about it that
much,” Merkley said. “This
is politics, not policy.” 

Mulvaney countered
that “the president’s not
going to not accept money
for a border wall.” 

On the second day of the
federal closure, Trump
tweeted Sunday that what
the country needs is “a
good old fashioned WALL
that works,” as opposed to
aerial drones and other
measures that “are wonder-
ful and lots of fun” but not
the right answer to address
“drugs, gangs, human traf-
ficking, criminal elements

and much else from coming
into” the United States. 

From coast to coast, the
first day of the shutdown
played out in uneven ways.
The Statue of Liberty re-
mained open for tours,
thanks to money from New
York state, and the U.S.
Postal Service, an inde-
pendent agency, was still
delivering mail. 

Yet the disruption has
affected many government
operations and the routines
of 800,000 federal employ-
ees. Roughly 420,000
workers were deemed es-
sential and were expected
to work unpaid. An addi-
tional 380,000 were to be
furloughed, meaning they
will stay home without pay.
The Senate had already
passed legislation ensuring
that workers will receive
back pay, and the House
was likely to follow suit. 

With Democrats set to
take control of the House
on Jan. 3, and House
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis.,
on his way out, the shut-
down was providing a last
gasp of the conservative
majority before the new
Congress. 

Schumer and Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence met Sat-
urday, according to
Schumer’s office. But the
senator’s spokesman said
they remained “very far
apart” on a spending agree-
ment. 

Mulvaney on shutdown:
Ball is in Senate’s court
By Lisa Mascaro,
Darlene Superville
and Kevin Freking
Associated Press

Acting White House chief of staff Mick Mulvaney said the

government shutdown could stretch into the new year.
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CARITA BEACH, Indo-
nesia — The deadly tsu-
nami struck in the dark,
without warning. 

At least 281 people were
killed as waves smashed
into houses, hotels and
other beachside buildings
Saturday night along Indo-
nesia’s Sunda Strait, in a
disaster that followed an
eruption and possible land-
slide on Anak Krakatau,
one of the world’s most
infamous volcanic islands. 

More than 800 others
were injured and dozens
were reported missing af-
ter the tsunami hit coastal
areas along western Java
and southern Sumatra is-
lands at 9:27 p.m. Saturday
amid a Christmas holiday
weekend, the Disaster
Management Agency said.
The death toll could in-
crease once authorities
hear from all stricken
areas. 

It was the second deadly
tsunami to hit Indonesia
this year, but the one that
killed more than 2,500
people on the island of
Sulawesi on Sept. 28 was
accompanied by a power-
ful earthquake that gave
residents a brief warning
before the waves struck. 

On Saturday night, the
ground did not shake be-
forehand to alert people to
the oncoming wave that
ripped buildings from their
foundations in seconds and
swept terrified concertgo-
ers on a popular resort
beach into the sea. 

Azki Kurniawan, 16, said
his first warning about the
tsunami was when people

burst into the lobby of the
Patra Comfort Hotel
shouting, “Sea water ris-
ing!” 

Kurniawan, who was
undergoing vocational
training with a group of 30
other students, said he was
confused because he had
not felt a big earthquake. He
said he ran to the parking
lot to try to reach his
motorbike but discovered it
was already flooded. 

“Suddenly, a 1-meter (3.3-
foot) wave hit me,” he said,
his eyes red and swollen
from crying. “I was thrown
into the fence of a building
about 30 meters (100 feet)
from the beach and held
onto the fence as strong as I
could, trying to resist the

water, which felt like it
would drag me back into
the sea. I cried in fear ‘This
is a tsunami?’ I was afraid I
would die.” 

Dramatic video posted
on social media showed the
Indonesian pop band Sev-
enteen performing under a
tent on popular Tanjung
Lesung beach at a concert
for employees of a state-
owned electricity company.
Dozens of people sat at
tables while others swayed
to the music near the stage
as strobe lights flashed and
theatrical smoke was re-
leased. A child could also be
seen wandering through
the crowd. 

Seconds later, with the
drummer pounding just as

the next song was about to
begin, the stage suddenly
heaved forward and buck-
led under the force of the
water, tossing the band and
its equipment into the audi-
ence. 

The group released a
statement saying their bass
player, guitarist and road
manager were killed, while
two other band members
and the wife of one of the
performers were missing. 

“The tide rose to the
surface and dragged all the
people on site,” the state-
ment said. “Unfortunately,
when the current receded,
our members were unable
to save themselves while
some did not find a place to
hold on.” 

Disaster agency spokes-
man Sutopo Purwo Nu-
groho said the latest tolls
Monday morning were 281
dead and 1,016 injured.

The worst-affected area
was the Pandeglang region
of Java’s Banten province,
which encompasses Ujung
Kulon National Park and
popular beaches, the
agency said. 

Indonesian President
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo ex-
pressed his sympathy and
ordered government agen-
cies to respond quickly to
the disaster. 

“My deep condolences to
the victims in Banten and
Lumpung provinces,” he
said. “Hopefully, those who
are left have patience.” 

At the Vatican, Pope
Francis prayed for the dead,
the missing and the home-
less in Indonesia, telling
tourists and pilgrims in St.
Peter’s Square that his
thoughts were with victims
“struck by violent natural
calamities.” 

U.S. President Donald
Trump tweeted support for
Indonesia: “We are praying
for recovery and healing.
America is with you!” 

The U.S. State Depart-
ment also expressed its
support: “Our thoughts and
prayers are with all those in
Indonesia affected by the
natural disaster. We are
currently not aware of any
U.S. citizens directly af-
fected, but stand ready to
assist as needed.” 

The damage became ap-
parent after daybreak Sun-
day. Nine hotels and hun-
dreds of homes were heavi-
ly damaged by the waves.
Broken chunks of concrete
and splintered sticks of
wood littered hard-hit
coastal areas, turning beach
getaways popular with Ja-
karta residents into near
ghost towns. 

Yellow, orange and black
body bags were laid out,
and weeping relatives iden-
tified the dead. 

Scientists, including
those from Indonesia’s Me-
teorology and Geophysics
agency, said the tsunami
could have been caused by
landslides — either above
ground or under water —
on the steep slope of the
erupting Anak Krakatau
volcano. 

The 1,000-foot-high
Anak Krakatau lies on an
island in the Sunda Strait
between Java and Sumatra.
It has been erupting since
June and did so again about
24 minutes before the tsu-
nami, the geophysics
agency said. 

Tsunami death toll rises to at least 281
Waves came in the
dark, smashing
coastal villages
By Niniek Karmini
Associated Press

Crews look for survivors Sunday in South Lampung on South Sumatra after the tsunami.
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nation. 
Mattis said in the letter

that he would resign his
post on Feb. 28, to allow for
a smooth transition to the
next defense secretary. But
Trump decided to hasten
the process, announcing
Sunday on Twitter that
Shanahan would replace
Mattis imminently.

“I am pleased to an-
nounce that our very tal-
ented Deputy Secretary of
Defense, Patrick Shanahan,
will assume the title of
Acting Secretary of Defense
starting January 1, 2019,”
Trump wrote. “Patrick has a
long list of accomplish-
ments while serving as
Deputy, & previously Boe-
ing. He will be great!”

The announcement
caught top officials at the
Pentagon off guard. 

The news was communi-
cated to Mattis on Sunday
morning, one official said.
Trump himself has not spo-
ken to Mattis since Thurs-

day, when the secretary
resigned, another official
said.

“I think it’s fair to say that
there is a lot of uncertainty
about this week,” said a
defense official who is close
to Mattis and spoke on the
condition of anonymity be-
cause of the sensitivity of
the situation. “I think all of
this is coming down in the
last hour.”

Shanahan was traveling
away from Washington
when Trump tweeted his
decision. A spokesman for
Shanahan, Army Lt. Col.
Joseph Buccino, said Sun-
day that Shanahan would
continue to serve as di-
rected by the president.

A spokeswoman for Mat-
tis, Dana White, said that
the outgoing secretary will
focus over the next week on
ensuring a smooth transi-
tion and that the Pentagon
remains focused on the de-
fense of the nation.

Mattis was due to give
testimony on Capitol Hill
regarding the new national

security strategy, which
probably would have re-
sulted in tense questions
about his resignation and
differences with Trump.
While Mattis still could end
up testifying after leaving
the Pentagon, his early dis-
missal by Trump reduces
that chance.

The abrupt nature of
Mattis’ departure raises
questions about who else
may leave the Pentagon in

coming weeks, thrusting
the department further into
chaos.

Army Secretary Mark Es-
per, Air Force Secretary
Heather Wilson and Navy
Secretary Richard Spencer
all have characterized their
relationships with Mattis as
close, and Wilson has said
that she chose to serve in
the administration specif-
ically at the request of
Mattis.

“He told me, ‘You’re my
first choice, and there’s big
gap between you and my
second choice. And I’m not
going to talk to anyone else
until you tell me whether
you will do this if asked,’ ”
Wilson said in an interview
last year. “It’s one of those
moments where you know
your draft number has
come up, and you’re sup-
posed to serve.”

Trump initially praised
Mattis for serving as de-
fense secretary “with dis-
tinction” and achieving
“tremendous progress.” But
as he consumed media cov-
erage in the hours and days
that followed Mattis’ resig-
nation, Trump vented to
advisers about the narrative
that took hold of the revered
four-star Marine Corps
general and military intel-
lectual walking out on
Trump because he believed
the president’s erratic deci-
sions were threatening the
world order.

Although Mattis’ letter
initially annoyed the presi-
dent, the coverage of it was
even more difficult to stom-
ach, according to a senior
administration official.
Trump told aides that he
especially resented the nar-
rative of Mattis as a man-
ager of Trump who served

as a human guardrail
against the president’s im-
pulses, the official said.

In recent days, Trump
told White house aides that
he does not need Mattis and
that his defense secretary
was not as important a
figure as others believed,
the official said.

In replacing Mattis, at
least temporarily, Trump
has picked Shanahan, who
made his name as an execu-
tive at Boeing, where he
worked for decades, dealing
at times with the aviation
behemoth’s commercial air-
craft and missile defense
programs.

Trump had complained
to aides that Mattis did not
share his enthusiasm for
negotiating defense con-
tracts, and he likes that
Shanahan took a special
interest in such matters,
according to a senior ad-
ministration official.

Since his arrival at the
Pentagon, Shanahan has
emphasized making the de-
partment more efficient
and business-friendly and
has won plaudits at the
White House by pushing
through Trump’s vision for
a space force, against the
wishes of many of the build-
ing’s leaders and uniformed
brass.

President Donald Trump made the decision to show De-

fense Secretary Jim Mattis the door in reaction to negative

news coverage, according to senior administration officials.

JABIN BOTSFORD/WASHINGTON POST 

Trump to oust
Mattis early 
Mattis, from Page 1

SANTIAGO DE
MACHACA, Bolivia —
Stormy winds, frosty nights
and a scorching midday sun
make life difficult on the
Andean plateau, but the
docile, tough-natured llama
is one reason indigenous
people have been able to
survive the harsh conditions
for millennia. 

With an estimated 3.1
million llamas and alpacas in
Bolivia, the South American
country counts more of the
coarse-haired mammals
than any other nation in the
world, relying on it to haul
goods up steep mountain-
sides, provide meat, wool
and leather. 

The llama, which is a
relative of the camel, also
holds a sacred place in
Aymara and Quechua rituals
for Pachamama, or Mother
Earth. Throughout various
regions of the country,
herdsmen bury llama fe-
tuses that have not survived
birth, hoping to receive rain
and good harvests in return.
Many local priests also wa-
ter the earth with llamas’
warm, sacrificial blood. 

“You have to give (the
gods) an offering,” said

herdsman Francisco Tellez,
who lives in the town of
Curahuara de Carangas and
says that he has a special
connection with the animal.
“The llama understands me.
I whistle and he recognizes
me.” 

But he added: “My son
does not like herding; he
prefers to be a driver in the
city.” 

It is a sentiment that
speaks to the plodding de-
cline of a traditional way of
life in Bolivia’s wetlands,

where young people have
left behind ancestral cus-
toms in favor of taking a
chance in the cities. 

“Now you just see elders
and children herding the
animals,” said Carla Rodas,
an anthropologist at the
Higher University of San
Andres in Bolivia’s capital,
noting that the llama was
once so sacred it was almost
considered to be a person. 

Friendly and endearing,
the llama has wandered
across the Bolivian plains in

scattered herds since it was
domesticated in South
America more than 4,000
years ago. The animal,
which belongs to a family
that includes the guanaco,
alpaca and vicuna, has been
partly credited with helping
the Incan empire expand to
parts of modern-day Boliv-
ia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia,
Chile and Argentina until
the Spanish arrived in the
16th century. 

As they adapted to living
in the Andes mountain

range at altitudes of up to
16,400 feet, the animals also
became a crutch for locals
navigating steep, craggy ter-
rain with loads of goods
such as potatoes, salt, dried
meat and quinoa. 

On a recent morning,
shepherd Genaro Arce left
at 5 a.m. in sub-freezing
temperatures to round up
his eight llamas before tak-
ing the males and females to
different pastures. Roughly
200 other animals and their
young impatiently waited to
graze. 

His wife, Genoveva Us-
nayo, worried that foxes and
stray dogs might attack
their animals at night. 

Once a year, she and her
husband shear the llamas’
wool and sell the threads in
markets to make winter
clothing. 

When she has time, Us-
nayo spins and weaves her
own wear, but says it is
nearly impossible to under-
cut the price of synthetic
wool that saturates the mar-
ket. The laborious, time-
consuming process of mak-
ing traditional clothes in-
volves operating a spinning
wheel and stretching fibers. 

“It’s hard but you have to
face it. Without getting your
hands dirty you can’t live.

Children do not think like
that,” Arce said, noting that
his youngest daughter,
Maria Arce, is his only child
who currently lives at
home.

Her older five siblings
migrated to cities to try
their luck. Only a few dec-
ades ago, most Bolivians
lived in the countryside.
Now 75 percent live in
cities. 

For now, many elders still
manage to eke out an in-
come by relying on agricul-
tural crops and their earn-
ings from wool. 

“The llama taught Ande-
an people to adapt them-
selves to a cold and arid
land, and still today, in spite
of climatic and economic
changes, it allows them to
live,” Rodas said. 

But Maria Wurzinger, a
zoologist at the University
of Vienna in Austria who
studied camelids in Bolivia
and Peru, worries that
might not always be the case
due to diminishing rainfall.

“There will come a time
when there will be no more
grass and you will not be
able to breed llamas or
alpacas,” she said, adding
that Bolivia’s wetlands
could eventually become a
desert.

Llamas are Andean survival experts
By Carlos Valdez
Associated Press

Genaro Arce is followed by a herd of llamas outside of Santiago de Machaca, Bolivia. 
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TOKYO — Japan’s Em-
peror Akihito, marking his
85th birthday — his last
before his upcoming abdi-
cation — said he feels re-
lieved that his reign is com-
ing to an end without hav-
ing seen his country at war
and that it is important to
keep telling younger people
about the nation’s wartime
history. 

“It gives my deep comfort
that the Heisei era is coming
to an end, free of war in
Japan,” Akihito, said at a
news conference at the pal-
ace that was recorded and
released Sunday. “It is im-
portant not to forget that
countless lives were lost in
World War II and that the
peace and prosperity of
postwar Japan was built
upon the numerous sacri-

fices and tireless efforts
made by the Japanese peo-
ple, and to pass on this
history accurately to those
born after the war.” 

Akihito’s 30-year reign of
the Heisei is the only era
without war in Japan’s
modern history. Praying for
peace and making amends
for a war fought in the name
of his father, Hirohito, has
become a career mission for
Akihito, who succeeded the
throne in 1989. 

Akihito is set to abdicate
on April 30, to be succeeded
by his eldest son, Crown
Prince Naruhito, on May 1.
Sunday’s birthday celebra-
tion is Akihito’s last in his
reign. 

Well-wishers who gath-
ered at Tokyo’s Imperial
Palace to celebrate the occa-
sion cheered and waved
small rising-sun flags as
Akihito and his family ap-

peared on the balcony to
greet and thank them. 

As emperor, Akihito has
made unprecedented visits
to the Philippines and other
Pacific islands conquered
by Japan early in World War
II and devastated in fierce
fighting as the U.S.-led allies
took them back. Though
Akihito has avoided a direct
apology, he has subtly
stepped up his expressions
of regret in recent years in
carefully scripted state-
ments on the war. 

Akihito said he won’t
forget those trips with his
wife, Empress Michiko, and
thanked those countries for
welcoming them despite
their bitter memories of
war. “I am grateful to each
of those countries for wel-
coming us with warm hos-
pitality,” he said. 

At home, Akihito particu-
larly cared about Okinawa.

The small southern island
was the only site of ground
battle in Japan. Okinawa
was under U.S. occupation
until 1972, two decades be-
hind the mainland, and is
still burdened with Ameri-
can troops stationed in
Japan. Okinawans feel they
have been sacrificed for the
mainland as Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe’s pro-U.S. gov-
ernment is currently forc-
ing a relocation of a dis-
puted Marine Corps air
station on Okinawa’s east-
ern coast. 

“Okinawa has experi-
enced a long history of
hardships, including what
happened there during the
war,” he said. “We are com-
mitted to continue to care
for the sacrifices that the
people of Okinawa have
endured over the years, and
that commitment will re-
main unchanged in the fu-
ture.” 

Akihito’s pacifist image
and his compassion for di-
saster victims, the handi-
capped and the minorities
have gained public support

for him and his family.
Experts say Akihito’s paci-
fist views may have come
from his childhood wartime
experiences. 

Akihito is the first emper-
or enthroned under Japan’s
postwar pacifist constitu-
tion as the symbol with no
political power, unlike his
father, who was revered as a
god until the end of the war.
As crown prince and em-
peror, Akihito has tried to
bring the secluded palace
close to the people, and
thanked everyone including
his wife Michiko, a com-
moner, for understanding
his views and supporting
his work. 

“As I come to the end of
my journey as emperor, I
would like to thank from the
bottom of my heart the
many people who accepted
and continued to support
me as the symbol of the
state,” he said.

“I intend to carry out my
duties in that capacity and
shall continue to contem-
plate this question as I
perform my day-to-day du-
ties until the day of my
abdication.” 

Japan emperor marks
last birthday on throne
By Mari Yamaguchi
Associated Press

Japan’s Emperor Akihito waves to well-wishers as they

appear on the balcony of the Imperial Palace on Sunday.

EUGENE HOSHIKO/AP 
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You can help bring Hope and Healing this
holiday season to children and families
facing the challenges of pediatric cancer.

Send your family and friends this Chicago baseball inspired holiday

card, personally designed by 7-year old Advocate Children’s Hospital

patient, Jack Higgins, and his friend, Anthony Rizzo.

The holiday card is available at every Jewel-Osco store

throughout Chicagoland. 100% of your purchase

benefits the fight against pediatric cancer.

Follow Jack’s story and the benefitting

organizations online at

chicagotribune.com/hopefulholidays.

Presented Exclusively By: Benefitting:

PARIS — French author-
ities on Sunday defended
aggressive police actions to
contain violence at yellow
vest protests after a police-
man was seen briefly bran-
dishing a gun at a surging
crowd in Paris. 

French President Em-
manuel Macron called for
“the most severe” legal
repercussions against vi-
olent protesters. After a
sixth straight weekend of
demonstrations by the
grassroots movement de-
manding more help for
French workers, Macron
called for “order, calm and
unity” while on a visit to
Chad this weekend. 

The numbers of pro-
testers were sharply down
Saturday from previous
weekends, and most of
their actions were peaceful.
But violence again erupted
in Paris, with protesters
throwing projectiles and
chasing police, who were
firing tear gas and water
cannon. 

A video of the gun-
wielding policeman sur-
rounded by protesters near
the Champs-Elysees in Par-
is circulated widely online.
He briefly pulled out the
weapon after being pushed
off his motorcycle and did
not fire, but the threat of
lethal action shocked many

in France. He and other
police then fled the scene. 

Many protesters have
denounced what they de-
scribe as disproportionate
actions by police against
the protesters, including
multiple beatings also cap-
tured on video. Hundreds
of people have been injured
in the clashes, mainly pro-
testers but also police offi-
cers and journalists. 

Police say they’re acting
in self-defense. 

Sixty people were in
custody Sunday after Sat-
urday’s violence in the
capital, including four mi-
nors, according to the Paris
prosecutor’s office. 

British police search for drone
pilots after clearing 2 locals

LONDON — London’s
Gatwick Airport was op-
erating without problems
Sunday, but the fugitive
drone operators who
brought incoming and
outgoing flights to a stand-
still over multiple days
remained at large — and a
potential threat — after
police cleared two local
residents who were ar-
rested as suspects. 

Sussex Police were
hopeful they had halted
the disruptive and costly
drone incursions during

one of the heaviest travel
periods of the year with
Friday’s arrests of a couple
who live near the airport.
But they were released
Sunday and were no long-
er suspects. 

Tens of thousands of
passengers suffered long
flight delays or were
stranded by cancellations
after two drones were
reported seen above
Gatwick on Wednesday
night, prompting an im-
mediate suspension of all
air traffic. 

Medical researchers worry
about return of paralytic illness

DALLAS — Medical re-
searchers fear that more
children will develop pa-
ralysis from a mysterious
poliolike illness that has
struck every two years
since 2014.

The condition, known
as acute flaccid myelitis, or
AFM, is rare and has
reached its peak for 2018.
It will likely continue to
fade, but many believe it
will be back.

“AFM is here, and it
doesn’t seem to be going

anywhere,” said Dr. Ben-
jamin Greenberg, a neu-
rologist at UT Southwest-
ern Medical Center.

When a cluster of chil-
dren in the U.S. developed
unexplained paralysis in
2014, doctors hoped the
outbreak was a freak
event. Then, in 2016, more
people came down with
the same set of symptoms.
This year, AFM struck a
record 165 people, the
majority of them previ-
ously healthy children.

Afghan leader names hard-line
Pakistan opponents to top posts

KABUL, Afghanistan —
Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani appointed hard-
line opponents of neigh-
boring Pakistan to two top
security posts on Sunday,
potentially complicating
U.S. efforts to revive peace
talks with the Taliban
ahead of next summer’s
withdrawal of 7,000
American troops. 

Ghani announced that
Amrullah Saleh will be the
next interior minister and
Asadullah Khaleed will be

defense minister. Both are
former intelligence chiefs
who have blamed Pakistan
for the Taliban’s resur-
gence in recent years and
have even called for it to be
declared a state sponsor of
terror. 

Pakistan, which has in-
fluence over the Taliban, is
taking part in the latest
U.S. effort to revive the
peace process. It was Paki-
stan that helped orches-
trate last week’s talks in
the United Arab Emirates. 

Mo. governor opposes redistricting process
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.

— Missouri Gov. Mike Par-
son says a new constitu-
tional amendment chang-
ing Missouri’s legislative
redistricting process
should be repealed. 

Parson, a Republican,
told The Associated Press
that he opposes the “Clean
Missouri” initiative ap-

proved by 62 percent of
voters in November. He
specifically cited concerns
about a requirement for a
state demographer to draw
House and Senate maps to
achieve “partisan fairness”
and “competitiveness”
based on the results of
previous elections. 

Any effort to repeal the

amendment would require
a new measure to be sub-
mitted to voters. Clean
Missouri campaign direc-
tor Sean Nicholson said the
group would fight any ef-
fort to change or repeal it. 

Parson said it may also be
time to raise the bar for
initiatives to appear on the
Missouri ballot. 

U.N. team
lands in Yemen
to monitor
cease-fire

SANAA, Yemen — A
U.N. team led by a Dutch
officer arrived Sunday in
Hodeida to monitor a
cease-fire in the port city
where Yemen’s civil war
rivals have been fighting
for months, according to
security officials and wit-
nesses. 

The team, led by Maj.
Gen. Patrick Cammaert,
had earlier flown into San-
aa, Yemen’s capital, from
Aden, the home-in-exile
of Yemen’s internationally
recognized government. 

The witnesses and offi-
cials said the convoy of the
U.N. team arrived in Ho-
deida amid heavy security
provided by the anti-gov-
ernment Shiite rebels.
Both Hodeida and Sanaa
are under rebel control. 

Cammaert’s first task in
Hodeida will be to assess
the military and security
situation on the ground
and estimate the number
of monitors that will be
required in the near fu-
ture, said the officials. 

In Ohio: A car smashed
through a church wall in
Ohio during Sunday
morning services, injuring
six people and shattering
stained glass. 

Firefighters say the six
injured at Crossroads
United Methodist Church
in Columbus were treated
for cuts and other injuries.
About 100 people were
inside. 

In New York: A man
pulled his young daughter
out of her car seat and to
safety just as a commercial
sign fell on top of their
vehicle. Newsday reports
Brian Pullan was taking
2-year-old Layla out of his
pickup truck Saturday in
Sayville, when he heard a
noise. He says he looked
up to see the large store
sign falling. 

NEWS BRIEFING
Staff and news services

A French motorcycle officer points his gun at protesters after being assaulted during

Saturday’s “yellow vest” protests. Officials defended the officer’s action. 

LINE PRESS/GETTY-AFP 

French authorities defend
aggressive police response
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Crossword

ACROSS
1 Child’s running
game

4 Bags
9 Notice
13 Goes public with
15 Without
companions

16 Parakeet’s home
17 Cut coupons
18 Primly self-
restrained

19 Bring on board
20 Stringy pasta
22 Small bills
23 Close
24 Pasture cry
26 Meager
29 Dreamer
34 Patti and others
35 Board
36 Doris or Dennis
37 Committed
perjury

38 Pass out
39 Speak
40 Actress/singer
__-Margret

41 Vaccine
developer __ Salk

42 Lake near Reno
43 Fastened with a
rope

45 Bricklayers
46 “__ to a
Nightingale”

47 Extensive
48 Wingless insect
51 Getting smaller
56 Equipment
57 Breakfast side
order

58 Geological
periods

60 Difficult
61 Upper crust
62 Authentic
63 Hostels
64 Of the kidneys
65 Pig’s home

DOWN
1 Tic-__-toe
2 Feels queasy
3 Hold on to tightly
4 Strut about
5 Modify
6 Winter garment
7 Make a sweater
8 Residue
9 Academy
10 Reason to say
“Ouch!”

11 Bad guy
12 Casual shirts, for
short

14 Reached from
end to end

21 Acquires
25 Lawn tree
26 Water balloon’s
sound

27 Actor Michael
28 Representative
29 Epic by Homer
30 Quayle &
Marino

31 Washington’s
neighbor

32 Beautician’s
place

33 Small children
35 Rectangular
piece of glass

38 Timberlands
expert

39 More delicious

41 Elly May
Clampett’s pa

42 Chore
44 Is a pack rat
45 Fireplace shelf
47 Scenic view
48 Encyc. volume,
perhaps

49 Slender
50 Make money
52 Opening
53 Parade spoiler
54 Negatives
55 Flying insect
59 Devious

Solutions
12/24/18By Jacqueline E. Mathews. © 2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. All rights reserved.

BUSINESS

A chassis plant on Chicago’s
Southeast Side is laying off 261
workers and closing in March
after losing a contract to supply
the nearby Ford Chicago As-
sembly Plant.

ZF Chassis Systems Chicago
notified the state last month
that the plant is closing perma-
nently. The German manufac-
turer of chassis parts and
technology opened the facility
at 3400 E. 126th Place — less
than a mile from the Ford plant
— in 2004. In Chicago, the
company supplied suspension
modules to Ford.

The Torrence Avenue plant,
Ford's oldest in continuous
operation, is ending production
of Taurus sedans in March and
shifting exclusively to SUVs,
including a new vehicle — the
2020 Lincoln Aviator SUV —
and an all-new Ford Explorer.

“We didn’t get the new busi-
ness, unfortunately,” ZF Chassis
spokesman Tony Sapienza said.
“As a result, there’s no need for
that plant to be there.”

The company found out
about a year ago that it would
no longer be supplying parts to
the Chicago Assembly Plant.

Sapienza said many of the
workers have found jobs with
the new supplier, which he
declined to identify. Some
other employees went to work
for Ford or at other ZF facili-
ties, he said.

The Illinois Worker Adjust-
ment and Retraining Noti-
fication Act requires busi-
nesses with 75 or more employ-
ees to provide the state with 60
days advance notice of pending
plant closures or mass layoffs.

rchannick@chicagotribune.com

Chassis
plant plans
layoffs after
losing Ford
By Robert Channick
Chicago Tribune

Nitrous oxide, more commonly
known as laughing gas, has long
been used in dental procedures as
a way of relaxing patients.

Now it’s making a comeback for
use in childbirth, bringing back an
option that was offered decades
ago but waned in popularity as
more women opted for epidurals.

Rush University Medical Cen-
ter plans to start offering nitrous
oxide soon, and Northwestern
Medicine Prentice Women’s Hos-
pital also hopes to add it in coming
months. University of Illinois
Hospital and NorthShore Uni-
versity HealthSystem are consid-
ering adding it.

Both Swedish Covenant and
Saint Anthony Hospital, on the
city’s west side, began offering the
gas within the last two years.

When Laura Moldovan arrived
at Swedish Covenant to give birth
to her second child earlier this
month, she didn’t plan to take
anything for the pain.

But she also didn’t plan to be
induced, spend 12 hours in labor
or struggle to push out a 9-pound
baby. “At the last minute, they said,
‘Have you heard about laughing
gas?’” she said. “I was like, ‘No, but
I’ll take it.’”

Staff at Swedish Covenant Hos-
pital gave her a mask that she held
over her face. She inhaled a
mixture of nitrous oxide and
oxygen with each contraction.
The gas didn’t eliminate the grip-
ping pain, but it took the edge off.

“It helped tremendously,” said
Moldovan. “I don’t know how I
would have handled the last two
hours of contractions without it.”

The American College of
Nurse-Midwives calls the odor-
less, tasteless gas a “reasonably
safe” option for women in child-
birth. The American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists
doesn’t have an official position on
its use during labor. However, the
organization notes that it has long
been in use in other countries and
has benefits that include quickly
leaving a woman’s system when
she stops using it, rapidly leaving a
baby’s system once the baby is
born and starts breathing, and it
doesn’t require additional moni-
toring. Nitrous oxide’s long-term
effects on babies delivered to
mothers using the gas haven’t
been extensively studied.

Unlike epidurals, which in-
volves the delivery of medication
through the back, inhaling the gas
doesn’t eliminate pain, but instead
helps a patient within seconds to
relax and/or disassociate from the
aches of contractions. It can make
some women feel dizzy or nause-
ated, according to the American
College of Obstetricians and Gyn-
ecologists. Nitrous oxide does
cross the placenta, but is quickly
eliminated once the baby begins
breathing, according to studies.

One of the largest manufactur-
ers of nitrous oxide equipment for
labor and delivery, Porter Instru-
ment, a unit of Parker Hannifin
Corp., has nitrous oxide delivery
systems in about 1,000 U.S. hospi-
tals and birthing centers, specif-
ically for use in childbirth, up from
just a handful of hospitals in 2013,
said sales manager Mike Civitello.

Laughing gas is also relatively
cheap – a fact that doesn’t hurt as
cash-strapped hospitals contin-
uously look for ways to attract
patients and improve their bottom
lines. Swedish Covenant paid about
$11,500 for two of the systems,
including training costs, said Alli-
son Manko, a nurse midwife with

Swedish Covenant Health. Cylin-
ders of the gas cost the hospital
about $12 each and can be used for
multiple patients, she said.

That’s a pittance in the world of
hospitals. Insurance companies
typically don’t cover the gas,
Citivello said. He said many hospi-
tals don’t charge women out-of-
pocket for the gas, instead using it
as more of a marketing tool to
attract patients.

“This is such an effective, won-
derful option for women for such
a cheap cost,” said Manko, who
estimated about one-fourth of the
women who give birth at Swedish
try it.

That includes women, like Mol-
dovan, who don’t want to use
epidurals or medication but want a
little help with pain late in labor. It
also includes women who want to
delay when an epidural is adminis-
tered. Labor epidurals typically
numb women from the waist-
down, confining them to bed.

Sometimes women who’ve al-
ready given birth use nitrous oxide
to dull the feeling of getting lacera-
tions repaired post-delivery, said
Dr. Michele Bucciero, Saint An-
thony director of perinatal services.

Bucciero estimates that at least
40 percent of Saint Anthony’s
obstetrical patients use the gas at
some point during their labor.

Wendy Brito, of Little Village,
said the gas helped her relax as she
labored with her first child at Saint
Anthony in November.

She knew she didn’t want an
epidural, after hearing about a
family member’s complications
from one. But as a first-time mom,
she also worried about whether
she’d be able to stand the pain of
childbirth. Her doula told her
about nitrous oxide.

She said her 11-hour labor was
still very painful. But the gas
distracted her, and she liked that it
didn’t make her feel light-headed
or affect her baby girl.

“When I would get contrac-
tions, and I kept breathing
through the gas mask, I felt my
body relaxing,” she said.

At Prentice, some women have
asked if the gas is available, said
Dr. Nicole Higgins, section chief
and medical director of obstetric
anesthesiology at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital. Until now,
she’s had to say no, though she
hopes it will be approved for use
within the next six months.

Word of the gas has spread
quickly in recent years as moms
and moms-to-be swap informa-
tion in mom groups on social
media, she said.

Her own mother used nitrous
oxide to deliver her in the early
1970s.

“She said, ‘(They) slapped
something on my face and every-
thing was good, and then they put
you in my arms,’” Higgins said.

lschencker@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @lschencker

Laughing gas
for childbirth? 
More hospitals
offering nitrous oxide
to women in labor

Wendy Brito, 22, feeds her two-week-old daughter Arianna at her home

in Chicago. She used nitrous oxide during childbirth.

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

By Lisa Schencker
Chicago Tribune
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A federal judge, several lawyers and
representatives of the Chicago Hous-
ing Authority on Friday formalized a
special date: July 31, 2024. If all goes as
planned, that last Wednesday of July
more than five years from now will
close out one of the nation’s longest
and most impactful housing discrimi-
nation cases.

Dorothy Gautreaux, an Altgeld
Gardens resident and lead plaintiff
when the case was filed in 1966, died
two years later at age 41. But her activ-
ism had helped launch a movement
extending beyond the landmark legal
battle that originated in Chicago: Her
cause, housing fairness, also had
broadened the goals of the civil rights
movement. The anti-discrimination
marches of the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. had come to embrace equal
access to housing as a national cause.

For more than 40 years and with
countless twists and turns, CHA has
been trying to reverse what the U.S.
Supreme Court determined in its 1976
Gautreaux ruling: Federal and local
housing authorities in Chicago were
violating the constitutional and civil
rights of public housing tenants by
concentrating and isolating them in
low-income neighborhoods.

Over time, the court’s ruling slowed
the purposeful crowding of black
tenants in concentrated high-rise
developments and accelerated the
distribution of housing vouchers to
integrate black families into commu-
nities throughout the city and suburbs.
That remains the case today.

The Supreme Court decision also
spurred CHA to build and renovate
thousands of units and scatter them in
more prosperous areas of Chicago.
And it nudged a housing revolution,
led by former Mayor Richard M. Da-
ley, that included the teardown of the
notorious Cabrini-Green public hous-
ing complex and others comparable to
it.

The wind-down of the long-stand-
ing court case does not mean public
housing, poverty and segregation are
fixed in Chicago. But it does demon-
strate that CHA has made confident
strides in that direction and can con-
tinue its mission with less court inter-
ference. Between now and the 2024
release date, CHA has to complete the
mixed-income developments cur-
rently under way, commit to building
new units in areas of the city that
present opportunity, strengthen the
housing voucher program and expand

early learning programs for children
in public housing.

If those requirements are met and
the case formally settles, CHA will
have reached a monumental mile-
stone. The watchdogs in the case
believe and trust CHA can do it.

Fifty years ago, public housing
tenants had no choices. They were
marched into projects that perpetu-
ated the cycle of poverty. Today, public
housing stock “is in much better con-
dition and in better neighborhoods”
than it was when Gautreaux and other
plaintiffs filed their lawsuit. The lead-
ership of CHA’s CEO, Eugene Jones
Jr., also contributed to the plaintiffs’
willingness to ease up on oversight,
said Hoy McConnell, executive direc-
tor of BPI, the public interest and
policy group that has steered the case
on behalf of CHA residents almost
since its inception.

“The real promise is ending inter-
generational poverty,” McConnell said.
“It’s giving a chance to young kids. It’s
a more hopeful picture today. It’s not
going to end all the issues we face in
this city, but it’s really making a differ-
ence.”

Onward to 2024 and the final steps
on one journey toward justice.

The 16-story towers of the Robert Taylor homes are bordered by railroad tracks and the Dan Ryan Expressway in 1984. 

FRANK HANES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO 

Race, poverty and fair
housing: Chicago’s landmark
Gautreaux case winds down

Celebrating the core 
values of Christmas

In recent weeks we have heard that some
radio stations refused to play the classic holiday
standard “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” because ag-
grieved listeners found it too sexually suggestive.
A principal in Nebraska who felt that the “J”
shape represented Jesus banned candy canes
from public school. A Minnesota college profes-
sor criticized God for impregnating Mary with-
out permission.

These opinions seem detached from logic and
intrude on long-respected traditions. Their
viewpoints are provocative and likely are in-
tended to be such. Our task is to turn these prov-
ocations into inspirations. Especially at this time
of year, we are better served by attuning to a
timelier and arguably similarly illogical phe-
nomenon: the Christmas season. It changes us, if
only for a short time, in mysterious and inexpli-
cable ways.

The Christmas season is a time of sounds
unique to the season. Somewhere between the
magnificence of the “Hallelujah Chorus” and the
tinkling bell that accompanies the red pail of the
Salvation Army, there lies a range of sounds that
begs hearing. Laughter and music are every-
where.

The Christmas season is a time of lights.
Somewhere between spectacular synchronized
light shows and a simple candle in the window,
illumination beckons our attention. Inspired
effort has made familiar landscapes brighter and
more festive. Somehow we feel brighter.

Christmas is a time of feeling. Handshakes,
high-fives, fist-bumps and hugs abound. Em-
braces are yours for the taking and giving. Mem-
ories become more vivid as our reminiscing
peaks, and we feel the tug to rejoice in and re-
new our relationships with family and friends.
We find that the lump in our throat and the tear
in our eye arise more readily than at any other
time of the year. Magically we become more
aware of helping others. We measure the abun-
dance in our lives and find greater awareness of
the less fortunate. Giving replaces taking.

The Christmas season is finite, but its effects
do not have to be fleeting. As it slips away into
the new year, what will be your response? Did
you hear it? Did you see it? Did you feel it? Re-
member, Christmas comes but once a year, and
when it comes there are lights to see, feelings to
grasp and sounds to hear. Don’t miss it!

— Ron Bearwald, Northbrook

Origins of ‘Silent Night’ 
I found the article on “Silent Night” by Gregor

Thuswaldner (“As ‘Silent Night’ turns 200, its
Austrian home cracks down on immigrants,”
Dec. 16) to be both enlightening and disturbing. I
always enjoy reading more about my favorite
Christmas song and the small church, which I
visited a number of years ago, in the village of
Oberndorf where it was composed. The author
pointed out many interesting facts about the
history of “Silent Night” that had previously
escaped me.

But I was disappointed when the last third of
the article devolved into an attack on Austria’s
current government over its immigration poli-
cies. The Austrian people elected this govern-
ment largely in response to the EU’s attempts to
force them against their will to accept waves of
migrants from the Middle East. This is called
democracy in action.

I also found ludicrous the author’s suggestion
that the Holy Family were somehow “refugees.”
They belonged to the Roman province of Pal-
estine and were responding to a demand by
Rome to register for the census in their home-
town. Kind of like going from Chicago to Spring-
field, without a car. Let’s keep the politics out of
the Christmas story.

— Daniel Costello, Clarendon Hills

Turkey and Kurds
Your editorial on Dec. 21, “Trump’s foolish

decision to leave Syria,” alleges utterly baseless
and inappropriate claims against my country.

The U.S. media continue to lump all Kurds in
with terrorist groups. The groups that you sim-
ply refer to as “Kurds” are PYD/YPG in Syria,
offshoots of the PKK, listed by the U.S. as a ter-
rorist organization. PKK and PYD/YPG activ-
ities are coordinated by the same leadership and
from the same headquarters. They all follow a
violent Marxist ideology and do not share
American values.

For years, American people have been led to
believe that a 70-nation international coalition,
including Turkey, the U.S. and other NATO
allies, could not defeat ISIS, but PKK/PYD/YPG,
sugarcoated as Syrian Democratic Forces, could.
This is a downright falsehood, and unfortu-
nately, media and some pundits played a signifi-
cant role in spreading this wrong premise.

So far, Turkey has been the only NATO mem-
ber country fighting Islamic State with boots on
the ground. With the operation Euphrates
Shield two years ago, Turkish armed forces
eliminated some 4,000 ISIS militants and
cleared a large area. 

Millions of people with Kurdish origin live
and work as equal citizens in Turkey. More than
300,000 Syrian Kurds who fled ISIS and Syrian
leader Bashar Assad found safety in my country.
Misrepresenting Turkey as “archenemy of
Kurds” is irresponsible. 

We welcome the withdrawal decision by
President Donald Trump. We also believe that
ISIS has been defeated, but vigilance is needed
because remnants of ISIS and other radical
groups are still on the ground.

— Umut Acar, consul general of Turkey

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE
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The first thing we see in “If
Beale Street Could Talk” emerges
as text on a black screen, a quota-
tion from author James Baldwin.
“Beale Street,” he wrote, “is a
street in New Orleans, where my
father, where Louis Armstrong
and the jazz were born. Every
black person born in America was
born on Beale Street, whether in
Jackson, Mississippi, or in
Harlem, New York. Beale Street is
our legacy.”

The street, the metaphor, is
wide enough to accommodate all
sorts of travelers. With his seri-
ously gorgeous adaptation of the
1974 Baldwin novel, writer-direc-

tor Barry Jenkins has responded
to Baldwin’s lyrical anguish by
creating a world of warmth and
possibility amid everyday callous-
ness. Jenkins’ first film since the
pearl that was the Academy
Award-winning “Moonlight”

resembles the novel in some
ways. In others, it’s very much its
own creation. It’s as if Baldwin
had met Jenkins on the boule-
vard, shaken his hand and said:
“It’s all yours now.”

This is the first English-lan-

guage theatrical release based on
a Baldwin novel, which is pretty
astonishing. The French-lan-
guage “Where the Heart is,” from
1998, represented a very loose
adaptation, and there have been
other Baldwin projects on film

and television, most recently the
fabulous Raoul Peck documenta-
ry “I Am Not Your Negro.”

The first time we see Alonzo,
known as Fonny, and Clementine,
known as Tish, they’re strolling
down by the river. Composer
Nicholas Britell’s insinuating,
supple music (a film highlight of
2018) seems to be setting the
scene for a momentous occasion.

Tish is 19; Fonny is 22. At this
point in “Beale Street’ they’re
plainly in love and, as it happens,
on the verge of making love for
the first time. Friends since child-
hood, their attraction has grown
naturally. KiKi Layne, in a formi-
dable big-screen debut, makes 

‘IF BEALE STREET COULD TALK’ ★★★
1⁄2

Can love survive
in hateful world?

By Michael Phillips
Chicago Tribune

Stephan James and KiKi Layne star in “If Beale Street Could Talk,” adapted from the 1974 novel by James Baldwin. 

TATUM MANGUS/ANNAPURNA PICTURES 

Turn to ‘Beale’, Page 14

Adam McKay’s restless Dick
Cheney lament, “Vice,” belongs
to a subgenre of recent political
biopics one might characterize
as “The Important, the Powerful
and the Generally Pathetic,”
with the subjects embodying all
three traits.

Oliver Stone’s sneakily sym-
pathetic George W. Bush inquiry
“W.” (2008, released while Bush
was still in office) and Jay
Roach’s HBO teleplay “Game
Change” (2012, with Julianne
Moore as Sarah Palin) belong on
that list. These movies are dia-
lectical exercises, their makers
unafraid to make their subjects
look pretty shallow, or a little

lost, at least. Stone’s “Nixon”
biopic qualifies as well, though
watching that movie I had no
idea what Stone thought of his
subject, other than: “Compli-
cated! And generally pathetic.”

“Vice,” by contrast, suggests
George W. Bush’s two-time vice
president is not an especially
complex figure. “Scarily power-
ful” is another matter. What
“Vice” says, and how it says it,
will have half its audience nod-
ding in angry, contemptuous
agreement and the other half
calling it a liberal smear. 

McKay’s film paints Cheney
as the chief instigator of the Iraq
invasion and the millions dead
as a result of that invasion. He’s 

‘VICE’ ★★

A Cheney biopic
chock full of ... itself
By Michael Phillips
Chicago Tribune

Christian Bale as Dick Cheney and Amy Adams as his wife, Lynne.

MATT KENNEDY/ANNAPURNA PICTURES 

Turn to ‘Vice’, Page 14

Isaac Gomez wrote “La Ruta”
for the women of Ciudad Juarez.

There is work yet to do on this
talented 27-year-old writer’s
new drama with music, which I
saw Friday night at Steppenwolf
Theatre Company, and Sandra
Marquez’s world-premiere
production suggested a need for
more rehearsal time to fully
cohere. But Gomez, who grew
up in El Paso, Tex., clearly
wanted to do right by those
women, many of whom were his
sources, and who trusted him
with their stories. He fulfilled his
promise. He honors them with
every word. Alive or dead, you
feel them in the bones of his
young play.

I remember encountering a
group of Juarez women in Mexi-
co City some years ago; I have
not forgotten faces that have
have stood guard over a long-
standing atrocity. The women
surely would have great respect
for this piece, because, under like
some other salacious tellings of
their collective story (they have
been used by, among others,
Roberto Bolano in “2666,” and
the cosmetics firm MAC) it has
such respect for them.

If you don’t know the story of
gendered abuse in a border city,
it is a shocker. Amidst a back-
drop of gang-related killings —
there have been some 10,000
murders in Juarez since 2008,
according to Texas Monthly —
hundreds, if not thousands, of

young women have, over the
past decade, disappeared with-
out trace. Most of these women,
and girls, were working in the
maquiladoras, the infamous
factories that sprouted in the city
after the signing of the North
American Free Trade Agree-
ment, allowing U.S. manufactur-

ers to pay labor rates as low as $5
or $10 a day, despite a physical
location astride the U.S. border
(and, for the record, despite a
pretty high cost of living in
Juarez). The workers needed for
those factories had to be bused 

IN PERFORMANCE ‘La Ruta’ ★★★

Honoring the women of Juarez,
murdered on their way to work
By Chris Jones
Chicago Tribune

Sandra Delgado and Laura Crotte star in the harrowing “La Ruta.”

MICHAEL BROSILOW PHOTO

Turn to Women, Page 15
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David and Sarah (Owen) Fodor celebrated their 40thWedding

Anniversary on December 23, 2018. They were married in 1978 at

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Skokie, IL. They have two sons, Mark

(b.1984) and Tim (b.1987) & Daughter-in-Law Bonnie (O’Malley)

Fodor. David has one brother, Michael Fodor of Marengo, IL. Sarah

has a brother, Reuel Owen (Kathy) of Galesburg, IL, a half-brother,

John Balsley of Arlington, VA, step sisters Janice Chmela (Bill) of Dal-

las, and Dee Dee Jaderholm (Ron) ofWheaton, IL, and step brother

Jim Haut (Jeanne) of Libertyville, IL. David and Sarah Fodor have

lived in Herscher, IL (1978-1982), Macomb, IL (1982-1988), and in

Skokie/Evanston, IL (1988 to present).

David and Sarah Fodor

40thWedding Anniversary

ANNIVERSARY

Dear Amy: My roommate
and friend, “Rand,” re-
cently decided to take a
break from his girlfriend of
three years. He has been
seeing other people and
has had casual sex with a
few women in the short
time since his breakup.

He asked me if I or my
girlfriend had any friends
we could set him up with,
and my girlfriend jumped
at the idea to set him up
with her friend. The four
of us went out for drinks
and the pair hit it off. They
slept together and have
since been exchanging
texts and making plans to
hang out in the future.

He does not want this to
be anything more than a
short fling; he sees himself
getting back together with
his longtime girlfriend and
is moving to Boston for a
new job in two months.
However, he did make it
clear he wants to see her
often before he goes
(though this is most likely
primarily for sex).

Although she under-
stood he was just on a
break with his girlfriend,
she believes there may be a
deeper connection. She
does not know that he will
continue to see other girls.

My girlfriend and I feel
responsible for this be-
cause we set them up; we
see a heartbreak waiting to
happen, and we feel guilty
that we didn’t fully disclose
the extent of his promiscu-
ity before setting them up.

We’re thinking of telling
her but aren’t sure what to
say. We’d like to preserve
our friendship with her.
What should we do?

— Worried Pal

Dear Worried: Let your
girlfriend handle this. She
may have strong feelings —
guided by friendship, as

well as the somewhat
undefinable dictates of
“girl code.” At the very
least, your girlfriend must
convey to her friend that
“Rand” played the field
with impunity just before
they met, and — if his pat-
tern holds true — he will
continue to be sexually
active with various women
now. Condoms, people!

Whatever love delusions
she may harbor, however,
are her business. Presum-
ably she knows that Randy
Rand is moving soon. If she
wants to hear some hang-
over lies, she can ask him.

Surely Rand realizes
that because you and he
room together, you have an
awareness of his behavior.
But you are not responsible
for his behavior (or its
consequences). He is.

Dear Amy: For eight
months now I have been
taking an 87-year-old
friend to ALL of her medi-
cal appointments. We used
to work together and have
stayed friends for years.
She has a daughter and
granddaughter in our town
who “can’t” take her any-
where because they work.
I am essentially her Uber.

Frankly, I am tired,
depressed and want out of
this responsibility. There
are transportation alterna-
tives, which she does not
want to use. I am 75, and
my husband passed away
barely a year ago. I can’t
imagine I will ever get over
his loss. 

I don’t want to end the
friendship with my friend,
and I feel guilty about
deserting her. On the other
hand, if I were not avail-
able, would someone else
step up? What should I do?

— Exhausted

Dear Exhausted: My late

mother had a blunt (re-
vealing) statement she
used to make when she
didn’t want to do some-
thing/lend something/pick
up someone’s dry cleaning:
“Pretend I’m dead.”

If you weren’t there to
be so responsible for your
friend, what would hap-
pen? She would have to
find another way. You
could preserve your energy
and the friendship by
drawing a firm boundary
around what you are will-
ing/able to do. Don’t aban-
don her abruptly, but wean
her toward alternatives.

You should pick the
appointments you are
willing to drive to, and tell
her: “I’m only able to take
you to your appointment
on the 20th — no others
this month.” She will have
to call her family members.

Dear Amy: I was the dis-
tant son described in the
letter from “Wayward
Dad,” the older man who
realized he had missed his
son’s childhood because he
was always working.

If I had received a letter
like the one you suggested
Wayward Dad write, I
would have bawled my
eyes out and hurried to his
side.

Fortunately, my dad and
I grew close in my middle
years and I was there for
him in his declining years
and his passing. I wouldn’t
trade any of that time for
anything.

— Fortunate Son

Dear Son: There is simply
no substitute for spending
time together.

Copyright 2018 by Amy
Dickinson

Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency

Friend’s ‘break’ could inflict pain

ASK AMY
By Amy Dickinson
askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter @askingamy

a sloppy, vomiting mess as
a young man (the film
opens with a drunken-
driving arrest in 1963 Wyo-
ming) and then, increas-
ingly, a better-behaved
cipher of a politician, fix-
ated on personal power.
Cheney’s humanizing trait
is his love for his family.
Then, in collusion with his
politically astute wife,
Lynne, he sells out one
daughter for the political
advantage of the other.

Christian Bale plays
Cheney. It’s quite a techni-
cal feat. The prostheses,
the latex, the makeup, the
weight gain and the crafty
actor beneath the exterior
makeover combine for a
consistently purposeful
performance. Amy Adams
goes to town as Lynne
Cheney, the down-home,

brass-knuckles Lady Mac-
beth to her watchful, mut-
tering husband. Steve
Carell’s mentor-turned-
victim Donald Rumsfeld,
Sam Rockwell’s George W.
Bush — both have fun with
their familiar real-life
subjects, though they seem
to be rolling in from an
adjacent movie set, where
a funnier, sharper Cheney
biopic is being filmed.

We skip back and forth
through the decades, and
Cheney’s five heart attacks.
The unnamed man ad-
dressing the camera and
serving as narrator (Jesse
Plemons) eventually re-
veals his hidden connec-
tion to the hollow man at
the center of “Vice.” McK-
ay’s popular and well-liked
previous feature, “The Big
Short,” did a lot of what
“Vice” does, which is to
say: anything and every-
thing to keep the expos-
ition and the summary
judgments as lively as

possible.
Clever as he is, some-

thing in McKay’s sense of
humor, when applied to
nonfiction topics he’s seri-
ously angry about, pro-
vokes a passive sort of
despair, and a cliched sense
of liberal helplessness.

McKay wanted to make
“Vice” because he found
Cheney’s influence on
modern American geopoli-
tics to be astonishing in its
far-reaching destruction.
You can agree or disagree.
But the move throws in
cheap visual metaphors via
stock footage — a puma
taking down a gazelle, for
example, when Cheney
and Antonin Scalia chortle
over customary notions of
the limits of executive

power.
Is it just too soon? If

“Vice” came along 10 years
from now, would a deeply
skeptical look at this
sphinx of a bear of a man
play differently? Maybe.

But in both “The Big
Short” and this film, the
momentary diversions
accumulate into a pile of:
Nothing to be done. We’ll
never learn. Watching an
excoriating full-on political
satire such as “The Death
of Stalin,” on the other
hand, feels very different.
Without missing a step, the
movie chills the blood. I’m
not equating Cheney with
Stalin, but “Vice” left me
not with the bitter truth of
recent American history
but with a tonally uncer-
tain docudrama encased in
latex and snark.

Michael Phillips is a 
Tribune critic.

mjphillips@chicagotribune.com

‘Vice’
Continued from Page 13

MPAA rating: R 
(for language and some
violent images)

Running time: 2:12

this young woman naive
and vulnerable, but not
credulous, or simple.
Stephan James’ Fonny
matches her step for step;
he’s a forcefully char-
ismatic embodiment of a
soul mate who has found a
soul mate.

Fonny, a short-order
cook sometimes, a sculptor
and a woodworker full-
time, has plenty going
against him as a black man
in America. Baldwin’s story
is that story: What happens
to Fonny, when he’s
wrongly accused of rape,
doesn’t feel like it belongs
to 1974. Or only 1974, cer-
tainly. On movie screens
this year, in so many strong
films, variations on the
grim theme of wrongful
incarceration, of African-
Americans dying at the
hands of those charged to
protect the innocent, have
floated through “The Hate
U Give,” “Widows” and
others like a poison gas.

“Beale Street” is not new
in that regard, but it’s also
far more than the sum of
its narrative adversities.
Through the story of Tish

and Fonny, and their inti-
mately entwined families
working to get him out of
prison, many more charac-
ters take the stage. Regina
King excels as Tish’s
mother, Sharon, a marvel
of intuition and strength.
She leads a matchless
ensemble including Col-
man Domingo’s relaxed,
loving husband, Joseph.
Brian Tyree Henry strides
into the film as an old
friend of Fonny’s, recently
sprung from prison. He’s
like a harbinger of Fonny’s
own fate, and their single,
fantastically fluid en-
counter, at Fonny’s down-
town studio, is a marvel of
interaction.

“Beale Street” isn’t all
gold, it must be said. Bald-
win risks some obvious-
ness in his depiction of
Fonny’s family, particularly
that of his fierce church-
going pill of a mother
(Aunjanue L. Ellis). But a
key early scene, where
Tish announces her preg-
nancy, hums with dramatic
electricity, some unexpect-
edly sharp zingers and,
crucially, an understanding
of clashing points of view.

We get to know these
faces in enclosed spaces,
mostly, and when Tish and
Fonny fall slowly into Fon-

ny’s bed, the director and
his frequent collaborator
and cinematographer,
James Laxton, bathe the
actors in exquisite light
and shadow. Theirs is a
supremely tender ren-
dezvous, and Jenkins
doesn’t squander the op-
portunity. 

Many of the key scenes
in “Beale Street” unfold in
extended takes; elsewhere,
in a style familiar to movie-
goers from Jenkins’ previ-
ous “Moonlight” and
“Medicine for Melan-
choly,” the actors speak
directly to the camera, Ozu
“Tokyo Story” style. It’s
especially striking in the
scenes when Tish and
Fonny converse with a
thick pane of glass between
them, at the prison.

The story travels to
Puerto Rico, as Tish’s
mother tracks down the
fleeing accuser of her son.
But most of “Beale Street”
stays within a dreamy,
violent, cruel, beautiful
vision of 1970s New York.
Baldwin’s descriptions in

the novel include passages
such as this one, narrated
by Tish, describing a mo-
ment in her loving home
with a Ray Charles song on
the record player. “I lis-
tened to the music and the
sounds from the streets
and Daddy’s hand rested
lightly on my hair. And
everything seemed con-
nected — the street sounds,
and Ray’s voice and his
piano and my Daddy’s
hand and sister’s silhouette
and the sound and the light
coming from the kitchen.”

That’s pure cinema.
What Baldwin does with
words, Jenkins does visu-
ally. It’s what Blanche
DuBois says in “A Streetcar
Named Desire”: “I don’t
want realism. I want mag-
ic!” In “Beale Street” that
magic can be crushing, and
soul-stirring, sometimes
simultaneously. Jenkins’
epilogue, not found in the
novel, may go a little far in
its embrace of the affirma-
tive. But that’s hardly the
worst thing you can say
about any film, let alone
one as lovely as this.

Michael Phillips is a 
Tribune critic.

mjphillips@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @phillipstribune

‘Beale’
Continued from Page 13

MPAA rating: R 
(for language and some
sexual content)

Running time: 1:56

In a flood of new releases, “Aquaman” easily swam
past “Mary Poppins Returns” and “Bumblebee” to
lead the busy pre-Christmas weekend with an esti-
mated $67.4 million over the weekend, according to
studio estimates Sunday. 

Without a “Star Wars” film on the December
schedule for the first time in four years, a crowded
slate of films sought to capitalize on the lucrative
holiday period in theaters. 

The DC Comics superhero film “Aquaman,” which
cost Warner Bros. $200 million to make, arrived al-
ready a juggernaut overseas, where it has grossed
more than $400 million in three weeks of release. 

Returns were more modest for Disney’s “Mary
Poppins” sequel and Paramount’s “Transformers”
spinoff, though each had reason to expect strong
business through the holidays. 

“Mary Poppins Returns,” starring Emily Blunt and
directed by Rob Marshall, debuted with $22.2 million
over the weekend and $31 million since opening
Wednesday. That was on the low side of expectations
for the musical, which cost $130 million to make.

“Poppins” still narrowly edged “Bumblebee,” which
opened with $21 million. That, too, is a soft beginning
for a film that cost about $135 million to make after tax
credits. It’s also far off the pace of the “Transformers”
films, the last of which (“Transformers: The Last
Knight”) debuted with $44.7 million in summer 2017. 

— Associated Press

CELEBRITIES
Tribune news services

Amber Heard, left, and Jason Momoa in “Aquaman.” 

JASIN BOLAND/WARNER BROS. PICTURES 

‘Aquaman’ outswims
‘Poppins’ in theaters

ANDER GILLENEA/GETTY-AFP

Box office

1. “Aquaman,” $67.4 million

2. “Mary Poppins Returns,”

$22.2 million.

3. “Bumblebee,” $21 million

4. “Spider-Man: Into the

Spider-Verse,” $16.7 million 

5. “The Mule,” $9.3 million

6. “The Grinch,” $8.2 million 

7. “Second Act,” $6.5 million

8. “Ralph Breaks the 

Internet,” $4.6 million 

9. “Welcome to Marwen,”

$2.4 million

10. “Mary Queen of Scots,”

$2.2 million

SOURCE: Associated Press

Estimated sales, 

Friday-Sunday

Actress, drummer 

engaged: Actress Debby
Ryan and Twenty One
Pilots drummer Josh Dun
are engaged. Both Ryan
and Dun announced their
engagement on social
media Saturday. The 30-
year-old Dun proposed to
the 25-year-old Ryan in a
treehouse in New Zealand.
Dun posted a photo of
himself proposing on one
knee before Ryan. He
called her his “dude for
life.” Ryan, star of the Net-
flix series “Insatiable,” said
on Twitter that she said
yes. Ryan added she “tech-
nically said ‘no way’ twice
but I meant yes.” 

Dec. 24 birthdays:

Actress Sharon Farrell is
78. Actor Clarence Gilyard
is 63. Actress Stephanie
Hodge is 62. Actor Anil
Kapoor is 62. Singer Mary
Ramsey is 55. Actor
Diedrich Bader is 52. Sing-
er Ricky Martin is 47. “Twi-
light” series author Stephe-
nie Meyer is 45. TV host
Ryan Seacrest is 44. Actor
Austin Stowell is 34. Singer
Louis Tomlinson is 27.
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MONDAYEVENING, DEC. 24
PM 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00

CBS 2
The Neigh-
borhood \

The Neigh-
borhood \

God Friended Me: “Heav-
enly Taco Truck.” \

Bull: “Absolution.” \N News (N) ◊

NBC 5
It’s a Wonderful Life (PG,’46) ›››› James Stewart, Donna Reed. An angel saves a
distraught businessman from suicide. \

NBC 5 News
(N) ◊

ABC 7
Beauty and the Beast (G,’91) ›››› Voices of Paige
O’Hara, Robby Benson. \N

The Good Doctor: “Middle
Ground.” \N

News at
10pm (N) ◊

WGN 9
blackish \ N blackish \ N Last Man

Standing \

Last Man
Standing \

WGN News at Nine (N)
(Live) \N

WGN News
at Ten (N)

Antenna 9.2 Bunker Alice \ Alice \ B. Miller Coach \ Coach \ Murphy

This TV 9.3 12 Days of Christmas Eve (PG,’04) › Steven Weber. The Bishop’s Wife (NR,’47) ››› \ ◊

PBS 11
Antiques Roadshow:
“Greatest Gifts.” \

Making a New American
Nutcracker \

Christmas With the Mor-
mon Tabernacle

Prince of
Peace ◊

The U 26.1 7 Eyewitness News (N) The Game Engagement Broke Girl Broke Girl Seinfeld \

MeTV 26.3 Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Gomer Pyle WKRP Cinci. Hogan Hero Hogan Hero C. Burnett

H&I 26.4 Star Trek \ Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Deep Space 9 Star Trek ◊

Bounce 26.5 Scandal: “It’s Handled.” Family Time Family Time Daddy Day Care (PG,’03) ›› ◊

FOX 32
MasterChef Junior: Celebrity Showdown \ N Fox 32 News at Nine (N) Modern

Family \

Ion 38 ÷ (6) Christmas Belle (’13) A Cinderella Christmas (NR,’16) Emma Rigby.N Christmas ◊

TeleM 44 ÷ Ice Age 3: dawn 2 Fast 2 Furious (PG-13,’03) ›› Paul Walker. \ Chicago (N)

CW 50 Arrow: “Due Process.” \ DC’s Legends Law Order: CI Chicago ◊

UniMas 60 ÷ (6) Hugo (PG,’11) ››› Ben Kingsley. Deck the Halls (PG,’06) › Danny DeVito.

WJYS 62 J. Savelle K. Hagin Joyce Meyer Robison Blakeman Paid Prog. Monument

Univ 66 Celebrando en Nochebuena Noticias (N)

AE ÷ (6) Ocean’s Eleven (PG-13,’01) ››› Ocean’s Thirteen (PG-13,’07) ››› George Clooney. ◊

AMC ÷ Santa Claus Elf (PG,’03) ›››Will Ferrell, James Caan. \ Nat’l-Christmas ◊

ANIM Tanked: “Tanks N’ Roses.” Tanked \ Tanked \ Tanked ◊

BBCA Doctor Who: “A Christmas Carol.” \ (8:20) Doctor Who \ (9:40) Doctor Who \ ◊

BET ÷ (5) Think Like a Man ›› Meet the Browns (PG-13,’08) ›› Tyler Perry, Angela Bassett. \ ◊

BIGTEN Campus Penn State Campus Big Ten Elite \ Campus

BRAVO Vanderpump Rules \ Vanderpump Rules \ Unanchored (N) \ Bride ◊

CLTV News at 7 News (N) News at 8 News (N) SportsFeed \ Politics

CNBC Shark Tank \ Shark Tank \ Shark Tank \ Shark ◊

CNN Pope: Most Powerful Man Pope: Most Powerful Man Pope: Most Powerful Man Anthony ◊

COM The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office

DISC Fast N’ Loud \ Fast-Loud ◊

DISN Coop Bizaardvark K.C. Under. K.C. Under. Good Luck Hannah Hannah

E! ÷ Pirates of the Caribbean Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest (PG-13,’06) ›› \ ◊

ESPN (7:15) NFL Football: Denver Broncos at Oakland Raiders. (N) (Live) SportsC. (N)

ESPN2 ÷ Basketball: A Love Story Basketball: A Love Story \ Basketball ◊

FNC OBJECTified: “Dr. Phil.” OBJECTified \ OBJECTified \ Bret Baier ◊

FOOD Holiday Baking Holiday Baking (N) Christmas Cookie Ginger. ◊

FREE ÷ Dr. Seuss’ How-Grinch (7:55) The Santa Clause (PG,’94) ››› Tim Allen. \ 700 Club ◊

FX ÷ The Secret Life of Pets Despicable Me 2 (PG,’13) ››› Voices of Steve Carell. Christmas ◊

HALL A Shoe Addict’s Christmas (NR,’18) Christmas at Pemberley Manor (’18) Entertain ◊

HGTV Love It or List It \ Love It or List It \ Love It or List It \ Love-List ◊

HIST Ancient Aliens: Declassified (N) \ ◊

HLN Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic

IFC Jaws (PG,’75) ›››› Roy Scheider, Robert Shaw. \ (9:45) Jaws 2 (’78) ›› ◊

LIFE A Christmas in Tennessee (NR,’18) Rachel Boston. (9:03) The Christmas Contract (’18) ◊

MSNBC All In With Chris Hayes Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word (N) 11th Hour (N)

MTV Teen Mom OG \ Teen Mom OG (N) \ Ex on the Beach \ Ridiculous.

NBCSCH Premier League Soccer (Tape) Beer Money Inside Look Point

NICK ÷ Christmas SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends \ Friends \ Friends \

OVATION ÷ (6) Apollo 13 (PG,’95) ››› Tom Hanks, Bill Paxton. The Da Vinci Code (PG-13,’06) ›› ◊

OWN Dateline on OWN \ Dateline on OWN \ Deadline: Crime Dateline ◊

OXY Homicide for the Holidays Homicide for the Holidays Homicide for the Holidays Homicide ◊

PARMT ÷ (6) Creed (PG-13,’15) ›››Michael B. Jordan. \ Rocky II (PG,’79) ››› Talia Shire \ ◊

SYFY The 12 Disasters of Christmas (NR,’12) ›› Ed Quinn. Christmas Icetastrophe (NR,’14) \ ◊

TBS A Christmas Story (PG,’83) ›››› Peter Billingsley. A Christmas Story (PG,’83) ›››› ◊

TCM The Bishop’s Wife (NR,’47) ››› Cary Grant. \ A Christmas Carol (NR,’38) ›››

TLC Extreme Extreme Extreme Extreme Extreme Extreme Extreme

TLN Supernatural Humanit Christmas Pastor Greg Robison Billy Graham Humanit ◊

TNT ÷ (5:45) The Wizard of Oz A Christmas Story (PG,’83) ›››› Peter Billingsley. Christmas ◊

TOON Gumball Gumball Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Burgers Burgers Fam. Guy ◊

TRAV Expedition Unknown \ Expedition Unknown: “X Marks the Spot.” (N) \ Legends (N)

TVL Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Two Men Two Men King

USA WWEMonday Night RAW (N) (Live) \ Fast ◊

VH1 Love & Hip Hop (N) \ Love & Hip Hop \ Black Ink Crew \ Hip Hop ◊

WE Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (G,’71) ››› Gene Wilder. Willy Wonka ◊

WGN America ÷ (6) Shrek the Third ›› Horton Hears a Who! (G,’08) ››› Steve Carell \ Bad Santa ◊

HBO Surviving Christmas (PG-13,’04) › \ (8:35) The Greatest Showman (PG,’17) ››

HBO2 Ready Player One (PG-13,’18) ››› Tye Sheridan. \ Sally4Ever Rampage ◊

MAX Shakespeare in Love (R,’98) ››› Joseph Fiennes. (9:05) Erin Brockovich (R,’00) ››› ◊

SHO ÷ (6) Quantum of Solace Escape at Dannemora Baby Driver (R,’17) ››› Ansel Elgort. ◊

STARZ Counterpart \ (8:01) Shock and Awe (R,’17) ›› \ (9:35) Outlander \ ◊

STZENC Scrooged (PG-13,’88) ››› Bill Murray. (8:43) Scrooged (PG-13,’88) ››› Bill Murray.
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Chicago Shakespeare
Theater said Thursday it is
postponing its planned
summer production of a
new musical adaptation of
the 1971 Disney movie
“Bedknobs and Broom-
sticks” and will instead
stage the U.S. premiere of
“Six the Musical,” a rau-
cous and anachronistic
new rock musical from
London’s West End about
the six wives of Henry
VIII.

CST executive director
Criss Henderson said that
“Bedknobs and Broom-
sticks” needed to go back
into workshops, following
the death of stage director
Rachel Rockwell early this
year. Rockwell had been
heading up the creative
team. Henderson said that
it was still the theater’s
intent to produce the show,
but at a later date.

In its place at The Yard,

Chicago Shakespeare The-
ater will move forward the
planned production of “Six
the Musical.” Penned by
Toby Marlow and Lucy
Moss, the show has the
tag-line: “Divorced. Be-
headed. Live in Concert.”

The U.S. premiere in
Chicago, produced in col-
laboration with the original
British producers and with
the Broadway producer
Kevin McCollum, looks
much like a pre-Broadway

tryout. It promises to remix
“five hundred years of
historical heartbreak into a
75-minute celebration of
21st century girl power.”

“Six” will run from May
14 to June 30 in The Yard
on Navy Pier. Tickets go on
sale Jan. 15 and casting has
yet to be determined.

Chris Jones is a Tribune
critic.

cjones5@chicagotribune.com

Chicago Shakespeare switches gears
By Chris Jones
Chicago Tribune

Chicago Shakespeare Theater will stage the U.S. premiere

of “Six the Musical,” about the six wives of Henry VIII. 

CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER PHOTO

in from poor, rural com-
munities in Mexico, and
this provided opportunity
for assailants, especially
since the women often had
to walk across dark fields
to get to what they called
La Ruta.

Who is responsible? At
various points in Gomez’s
play, fingers are pointed at
narcotics traffickers, sex
traffickers, opportunist
rapists, gang members, the
media, the police and the
owners of the maquila-
doras. That reflects the
history, although there
now is some evidence that
attacking these women
was used as a specific gang
initiation rite.

“La Ruta,” which uses an
ensemble cast made up of
Charin Alvarez, Cher Alva-
rez, Laura Crotte, Sandra
Delgado, Mari Marroquin,
Karen Rodriguez, Alice da
Cunha and Isabella Gera-
sole, depicts the experi-
ence of both the disap-
peared and those desper-
ate try to find them. It uses
a complex narrative struc-

ture of flashbacks, a strate-
gy that makes the piece
difficult to follow in places,
and challenges the usual
empathetic response.

I suspect Gomez wanted
to avoid the traditionally
tense crime narrative and
good for him. What he
now needs to do is find the
right replacement, which
means better exploring the
world of work, revealing
more of the women’s lives
beyond their disappear-
ance and mourning, and
moving more of the reac-
tive and repetitive dialogic
scenes into real dramatic
time and action. The piece
would be aided by a pro-
duction richer in contrasts
in pace and intensity, with

more more urgency and
more moments of quiet,
quotidian agony. And hope.

The mostly Mexican
music in the piece, which
is beautifully performed
live by a cast well stocked
with legit singers, is one of
the show’s great strengths.
And Regina Garcia’s orga-
nic design makes up a
beautiful collage that
needs only better sculpted
fusion with the human
souls who make up the rest
of the picture.

“La Ruta” is certainly
anything but holiday es-
capism; it concerns women
who have heard too many
excuses for political inac-
tion. A large majority of
immigrant Chicagoans of
Latinx descent have roots
in provincial Mexico; most
know already of this story,
but, in producing this
show, Steppenwolf now is
morally obligated to help
them find this deeply com-
mitted telling.

Chris Jones is a Tribune
critic.

cjones5@chicagotribune.com

Karen Rodriguez, front, and the cast of “La Ruta” at Steppenwolf Theatre. 

MICHAEL BROSILOW PHOTO

‘La Ruta’ honors women
Women, from Page 13 When: Through Jan. 27

Where: Steppenwolf 

Theatre Company, 

1635 N. Halsted St.

Running time: 1 hour, 

40 minutes

Tickets: $20-$89 at 

312-335-1650 or 

Steppenwolf.org

CHICAGOLAND
THEATRE DIRECTORY

Stephen Sondheim’s

INTO THE WOODS
Wed at 2, Fri at 8, thru 12/31

Music Theater Works
at Cahn Auditorium, Evanston

MusicTheaterWorks.com

(847) 920-5360

ORCHESTRA HALL, SYMPHONY CENTER

312.294.3000 • cso.org

Sun., Dec. 30, 2018 • 2:30 pm

Q BROTHERS CHRISTMAS CAROL
312.595.5600 • www.chicagoshakes.com

WED-FRI 7:30, SAT 6 & 8:30, SUN 3 & 6

Chicago Shakespeare Theater on Navy Pier

“AVENUE Q IS A HIT!”
- Chris Jones, Chicago Tribune

MercuryTheaterChicago.com
773.325.1700

MUSTCLOSEDECEMBER30

CHICAGOLAND
THEATRE

DIRECTORY

Enjoy the
Theater Tonight

Enjoy the
Theater Tonight

WATCH THIS: MONDAY
“A Christmas Story” (7
p.m., 9 p.m., 11 p.m., 1 a.m., 3
a.m., 5 a.m., TBS): TBS begins
its annual 24-hour yuletide
marathon — also airing on
sister channel TNT — of this
holiday favorite from 1983
starring Peter Billingsley as
Ralphie, the little boy who
yearns to find a Red Ryder BB
gun under the Christmas tree.
Not just a Christmas story, it’s
about parents, little brothers,
bullies, decoder rings, double
dog dares and most of all, the
workings of a youthful mind.

“White Christmas” (7 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 3:15 p.m., 6 p.m., 8:45 p.m., 11:30
p.m., 2:15 a.m., SUN): Some purists may sniff that 1942’s “Holiday Inn,” of which
this 1954 musical is a partial remake, is a superior piece of work. The fact remains
that this latter vehicle for Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, Rosemary Clooney and Ve-
ra-Ellen has become a compulsory part of the yuletide celebration for millions
around the world. The classic title tune is just one of several memorable Irving
Berlin melodies performed here with style, heart and panache.

“It’s a Wonderful Life” (7 p.m., NBC): Small-town guy George Bailey (James
Stewart) defers one big dream after another to stay home, marry a local girl (Don-
na Reed) and run the family business. Facing financial ruin, he’s pulled from sui-
cidal despair by angel Clarence (Henry Travers), who shows him how terrible the
world would have been if he’d never lived. Lionel Barrymore also stars in director
Frank Capra’s 1946 classic, a Christmas Eve television tradition.

“Beauty and the Beast” (7 p.m., ABC): One of the most beloved of modern Dis-
ney animated features, this 1991 fantasy puts its own spins on the familiar saga
of a young woman (voice of Paige O’Hara) unexpectedly involved with a beastly
creature (voice of Robby Benson). He’s actually an accursed prince who needs true
love to return to his former self. Angela Lansbury and Jerry Orbach also supply
voices. The Oscar-winning score includes the title song and “Be Our Guest.”

“Elf” (7:30 p.m., AMC): Surprisingly sweeter than you might expect from the
premise and the casting, this 2003 comedy stars Will Ferrell as Buddy, a human
who was adopted by elves as an infant and grows up thinking he’s just a large ver-
sion of his adoptive father (Bob Newhart). When Buddy finds out the truth about
his parentage, he is crushed and goes out into the real world to find his birth father
(James Caan), who has his own family and isn’t interested in rehashing the past.

“A Bold New Love: A Christmas Eve With Middle Collegiate Church” (10:35
p.m., CBS): Tituss Burgess conducts the Art & Soul Chorus in a performance
of “Grateful” and “You’re My Joy,” two gospel songs he composed, during this
one-hour celebration of Christmas Eve from Middle Collegiate Church, a large,
multi-racial congregation in the East Village neighborhood of Manhattan. The
program also features the participation of three other choirs, two dance companies
and a spoken word artist. Dr. Jacqui Lewis, offers the sermon.

TALK SHOWS

“Jimmy Kimmel Live” (10:35 p.m., ABC): Celebrity guests and comedy skits.*

Hey, TV lovers: Looking for detailed show listings? TV Weekly is an ideal companion.
To subscribe, go towww.tvweekly.com or call 1-877-580-4159

* Subject to change

Peter Billingsley
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Today’s birthday (Dec. 24): Your teamwins
this year. Provide dedication and leader-
ship for newheights. Romance catches you
by surprise. Enjoy the spotlight thiswinter,
before a twist unfurlswith family finances.
Partnership flowers next summer, leading to

a shiftwith personal priorities.
Aries (March 21-April 19): Today is a 7. Think things over
before jumping into action. Keep things simple to avoid
stress. Back up intuitionwith facts. Relax and enjoy time
with people you love.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): 7. Focus on home, family and do-
mestic projects. Cook, clean and createworks of beauty and
delicious flavors. Play your favorite games together.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): 7. Use your persuasive arts. Cre-
ative projects can be fun. Don’t get distracted by fantasies or
time-sucking phone apps. Connectwith your peeps.
Cancer (June 21-July 22): 9. Track your budget today and
tomorrow. Findways to savemoney. Unexpected expenses
may arise. Plan your finances to accommodate newpersonal
directions.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 9. Keep your objective inmind. Ad-
vance your personal agenda. Keep secrets and confidences.
Don’t reveal unfinishedwork yet. Fantasy and reality clash.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 6. Look to the past for insight on the
road ahead. Indulge nostalgia and retrospection. Remember
ancestors and history. Spiritual reflection and ritual satisfies.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 8. Social events and gatherings
sparklewith connection. Together, you’re a powerful force.
Work out your team strategy. Collaborate for shared gain.
Contribute for common good.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 8. There are plenty of distractions
to interrupt your focuswith a professional challenge. Don’t
fall for a trick.Watch out for spills. Stay in communication.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 7. Travel delays and chaos
could alter your original plans. Stay connected, and accept
assistancewhen needed. Avoid risk or speculation.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 8. Take care of financialmatters
over the next fewdays.Mistakes could get expensive. Avoid
overspending on unnecessary stuff. Stick to simplicity and
connection.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 8. Providemutual support to
your partner. Collaborate tomanage shared responsibilities.
Relax your expectations, and roll with any surprises.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 7. Take extra carewith health
andwellness. Don’t botherwith fad diets or tricks. Feed your
heart and spirit with loving connection.

— Nancy Black, Tribune Content Agency

Dilbert By Scott Adams

Baby Blues By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

Zits By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

Mr. Boffo By Joe Martin

Frazz By Jef Mallett

Horoscopes

The Argyle Sweater By Scott Hilburn

Bridge

Bliss By Harry Bliss Classic Peanuts By Charles Schulz

Pickles By Brian Crane

Dick Tracy By Joe Staton and Mike Curtis

Animal Crackers By Mike Osbun

Prickly City By Scott Stantis

Here are the answers to the weekly quiz:

Q.1—Neither vulnerable, as South, you hold:

♠ A 6 5 4 ♥ K 6 ♦ A K 10 9 ♣ 9 7 5

Partner opens 2H, weak. What call would you make?

A.1—When partner pre-empts in your shortest suit, stay

out of the auction unless you have a strong no trump or the

equivalent. This hand is close. Pass.

Q.2—North-South vulnerable, as South, you hold:

♠ 10 8 7 6 ♥ A J 10 ♦ A Q 3 ♣ 9 6 3

North East South West

1♣ Pass 1♠ Pass

2♠ Pass ?

What call would you make?

A.2—This hand is worth an invitational bid. You’ve already

told your spade story once, so bid 2NT.

Q.3—East-West vulnerable, as South, you hold:

♠ 10 8 ♥ K Q 8 4 ♦ A 3 ♣ K Q J 9 2

As dealer, what call would you make?

A.3—Should you open 1C and partner responds 1S, you will

have an ugly rebid problem. Avoid that by opening 1NT.

Q.4—Both vulnerable, as South, you hold:

♠ K 7 3 ♥ 8 7 3 ♦ A K ♣ J 10 6 4 2

Partner opens 1D and right-hand opponent passes. What call

would you make?

A.4—In the modern game, most play that a jump to 2NT over

one of a minor is invitational, 11-12 points. That’s better than a

2-over-1 response in a weak suit. Bid 2NT.

— Bob Jones
tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Wantmore comics?
Go to chicagotribune.com/comics
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Jumble
Unscramble the four Jumbles, one letter per square, to
form fourwords. Then arrange the circled letters to form
the surprise answer, as suggested by this cartoon.

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek. © 2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
All rights reserved.

Sudoku

By The Mepham Group

© 2018. Distributed by

Tribune Content Agency,

LLC. All rights reserved.

12/24

Answerhere

Saturday’s answers

Complete the grid
so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box in
bold borders contains
every digit 1 to 9.

Saturday’s
solutions

Dustin By Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

For Better or for Worse By Lynn Johnston

Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall

Hägar the Horrible By Chris Browne

Mutts By Patrick McDonnell

Crossword 12/24

Across
1 Pumpkin-growing
place

6 Bitter
11Heat in themicrowave
14Howa timely stage

entrance ismade
15 Letter after eta
16 “StrangeMagic” band
17 Piemanmeeter of

rhyme
19 Jack of “BarneyMiller”
20 PersianGulf ship
21 Croc’s cousin
23 Bovine baby
26TorontoNHL team
29Upper crust groups
31 Corp. kingpin
32Baseball’s Doubleday
33 Pad __: Asian noodles

dish
35Bank acct. addition
38 Artificial sweetener

... andwhat the end
of 17-, 26-, 48- and 58-
Across is, literally

42Moodymusic genre
43 Scheme
44Capital ofMorocco
45Motownmusic

genre
47Highly adorned
48 Iconic hat-shapedL.A.

restaurant
53Hershey’s nibble
54Goldbricks
55 “Fame” singer Cara
57 Six-packmuscles
58GeorgeWashington

hairpiece
64Tiny source of teen

angst
65 __ Lauder
66Debonair
67USN rank
68Light beer brand
69Binge

Down
1 Stamp sellers: Abbr.
2 SingerDiFranco
3 Filmbuffs’ channel
4 Brit’s hot “spot”
5 Prefixwith port
6Totally lost
7Nest tweet
8 Sleep stage
9 Simpson trial judge
Lance __

10Hang down
11Keebler cracker
12 Socially chilly
13 Standard& __
18 Shade trees
22 Former nuclear

agcy.
23 Stop

24LP record
25 Jargon
27 Fewest
28Way off the highway
30Miscalculate
33 Bridal gownnetting
34 “TheDeuce” network
35 PersianGulf emirate
36 French states
37 “For __ sake!”
39Tater
40Like damagedmdse.

on sale
41 Really drunk
45 Personal adwoman:

Abbr.
46Unsolicited, as a

manuscript
47 __ and terminer:

criminal court
48Burn brightly
49Batman’s sidekick
50Brewers’ kilns
51 Successful hitchhiker
52 Saints quarterback

Drew
56 Storied loch
59Baja bear
60 Intl. commerce

group
61 Basic card game
62 “__ been thinking ... ”
63 “Golly!”

By Robert E. Lee Morris. Edited by
Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis.
© 2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Saturday’s solution

Wantmore
puzzles?

Go to chicagotribune

.com/games

WuMo By Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Sherman’s Lagoon By Jim Toomey

Brewster Rockit: Space Guy! By Tim Rickard

Broom-Hilda By Russell Myers

JumbleCrosswordTriviaBits

By David L. Hoyt.

NadiaComan-
eci became the
first gymnast
to score a
perfect 10 in
Olympic com-
petitionwhile
representing
whatnation?
A)Bulgaria
B)Hungary
C)Romania
D) SovietUnion
Saturday’s an-
swer: Sherlock
Holmesmay
have played the
viola, not the
violin.
© 2018 Leslie Elman.
Dist. by Creators.com
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SANTA CLAWS
SANTA CLARA,

Calif. — Nowhere in the
NFL’s 89-page rule
book does it state the
Bears defense must
intercept a pass during
a game. But at some
point in this champi-
onship season, it be-
came law.

So there was an
unmistakable sense of inevitability Sunday
as the Bears protected a five-point lead
midway through the fourth quarter and still
hadn’t taken the ball away.

As the 49ers marched to the Bears’ 20-
yard line, the takeaway-countdown clock
was deafening. Tick … tick … tick.

And then boom: Interception, Danny
Trevathan.

Threat averted. Box checked. Ho-hum.
Tell us something we don’t know, Bears.

Their NFL-leading 27th interception
helped seal a 14-9 victory and clinch at least
the third seed in the NFC playoffs.

“We always know we have the game in
control,” Trevathan said. “That’s why we’re

playing so well right now. We have that
brotherhood. When we’re on the field, let’s
go take it upon our shoulders.”

Once again, those broad shoulders
propped up an offense that didn’t find its
rhythm until the second half. By keeping 

Bears linebacker Roquan Smith (58) sacks 49ers quarterback Nick Mullens in the third quarter of Sunday’s game in Santa Clara, Calif. With the win, the Bears remained third in the NFC.

CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

BEARS 14, 49ERS 9

It’s better to take than give: Defense
gives Bears gift of No. 3 seed in NFC

Rich
Campbell
On the Bears

Turn to Campbell, Page 5

D Monday, December 24, 2018 | Section 2

CHICAGO SPORTS
Chicago’s best sports section, as judged by the Associated Press Sports Editors

Hawks sag in the middle, give up 3 second-period goals 
as 3-game winning streak ends at United Center. Page 7

Markkanen hits 5 3-pointers, scores 31 points, as Bulls 
win consecutive games for 1st time this season. Page 7

PANTHERS 6, BLACKHAWKS 3 BULLS 112, CAVALIERS 92

SANTA CLARA,
Calif. — With disco
lights bouncing off the
walls and music blar-
ing, running back
Tarik Cohen stood in
front of the wide-open
double doors to Club
Dub.

Playing the role of a
bouncer, Cohen said admission was $100
and then referred to assistant coaches
and teammates filing past him as VIPs.

The party was on Sunday night at
Levi’s Stadium after the Bears edged the
49ers 14-9 for their eighth win in nine
games. They improved to 11-4 in this
remarkable turnaround season and kept
the pressure on the Rams entering the
final week of the regular season with a
No. 2 seed and a first-round bye in the
NFC playoffs at stake.

No one will be asked to apologize for
an ugly victory, but that’s precisely what
this was, and the Bears are going to need
a more complete effort if they hope to
make a deep playoff run next month.

“Any way you get a victory, you always
take them,” coach Matt Nagy said.

Once again, the defense led the way as
all the 49ers (4-11) mustered was three
field goals by former Bear Robbie Gould.
The Niners went 0-for-3 in the red zone,
and that doesn’t include Danny Tre-
vathan’s interception of undrafted sec-
ond-year quarterback Nick Mullens in
the fourth quarter on a play that began at
the Bears 20-yard line.

The Bears defense has allowed oppo-

Bears ‘D’ makes Club Dub rock, 
but offense a no-show at the party

Turn to Biggs, Page 2

Brad Biggs
On the Bears

MORE COVERAGE
■ Two Bears ejected in fight after late hit
on Trubisky. Page 3

■ Wiederer: Trubisky completes passses,
stays in rhythm in second half. Page 5

■ Robinson grateful to gritty defense after
late-game fumble. Page 5

UP NEXT
Bears at Vikings

3:25 p.m. Sunday, FOX-32

NFC PLAYOFF PICTURE
The Bears have clinched at least the No. 3
seed. To earn the No. 2 seed and a first-round
bye, they need a win against the Vikings and
a Rams home loss to the 49ers. Here’s a look
at the top six, with Week 17 opponents:

1
NO

13-2
CAR

2
LAR

12-3
SF

3
CHI

11-4
@MIN

4
DAL

9-6
@NYG

5
SEA

9-6
ARI

6
MIN

8-6-1
CHI

In the hunt: 7. Eagles 8-7, @WAS. 
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Chicago Doctors Treat Erectile Dysfunction

BMG has helped over 1 Million Men and has a US Patent for its highly effective Boston Method®

ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

Physicians at local Boston

Medical Group offices are so

confident their treatment will

immediately help men with

Erectile Dysfunction, they are

offering the First 50 Callers a $95

consult AND receive a Free dose

of medication.

Erectile dysfunction and

premature ejaculation have long

been a problem for millions of

men, in spite of the popularity of

the little blue pills. Many men

aren’t helped by these pills or

cannot take them due to adverse

side effects.

Boston Medical Group custom

blends over 180 combinations of

medications for each patient.

“That’s why our success rate is so

high,” says Dr. William Livingston,

Board Certified Urologist.

“We help men as old as

ninety-four, with diabetes,

prostate surgery and heart

conditions. Regardless of their

age or medical history, our

results everyday are amazing.”

All medications are FDA

approved, and no surgery is

involved. “We adjust the

prescription for a man’s

performance to 45-minutes, an

hour, 90-minutes or longer,”

according to Dr. William

Livingston, “and patients see

results right in our office. After

climax, the patient stays erect the

entire period of time. This allows

them to adequately satisfy their

partner. No other medication can

do this. We offer a simple

guarantee: If you don’t respond

to the medication on the first

visit, the office visit is free.” With

that guarantee, local patients

have nothing to lose.

Openings are filling quickly for

the free medication visit so call

today. Patients are assured of

utmost privacy and professional-

ism with private waiting rooms

and a friendly staff. Further

information is available by calling

(855) 250-5800 or visit

www.BostonMedicalGroup.com

Boston Medical Group - office

in Chicago:

30 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL

60602

PHILADELPHIA — So, let’s do it again
next week. Once more, let’s study the per-
centages and cue up the tension and put
the Eagles on the field to save their season
for a third straight time with Nick Foles at
quarterback.

Haven’t we watched this movie before?
In consecutive weeks, the Eagles sur-

vived games against the Rams and the
Texans. Now they have to beat the Red-
skins on the road in the regular-season
finale to make the postseason — and they'll
still need some help.

Whatever happens, it would be difficult
to top the finish of Sunday’s 32-30 win over
the Texans as Foles came back from a
crushing hit that removed him from the
game for a play, to lead a last-minute drive
to the winning field goal.

The Legend of Nick wiped away what
would have been a crushing, season-ending
loss for the Eagles after their defense sur-
rendered a 13-point lead in the last five
minutes of the fourth quarter. They did
what they had to do, even if they cut it
close once again.

All they could control Sunday, however,
was their own game, in what was their last
home appearance of the season at Lincoln
Financial Field. They trailed by a field goal
at the half and opened the second half with
a Foles interception, but the Eagles didn’t
let up and Foles didn’t let them down.

Even though the rest of the news on the
scoreboard wasn’t good, the Eagles did
what they had to do. In that regard, the day
started well and ended well, with a few
twists and turns in between. The afternoon
began with the Eagles taking an early lead
and the scoreboard showing that both the
Vikings and Cowboys were trailing in their
games. For most of the first half, however,
the scoreboard was easier to watch than
what was taking place on the field for the
Eagles as they struggled to gain traction
against the Texans. The offense fumbled
away the ball once, and the defense kept
the Texans’ drives going with penalties.
Either on the field or on the scoreboard,
nothing was certain.

Entering the day, there were a number
of permutations that would affect whether
the Eagles could back their way into the
postseason, but only one way in which they
could be effectively eliminated. If they lost
to the Texans, then the weight of probabil-

ity would crush them.
So, while it was interesting to keep track

of how the Vikings were doing in Detroit,
and how the Cowboys were doing at home
against the Buccaneers, the Eagles still had
most of fate in their own hands against the
Texans.

As they have done often this season, the
Eagles waited until late in the day to get
going at home. Three of their four previous
wins were thanks to fourth-quarter come-
backs. It wasn't quite that late this time
when they made their move, but there was
only a little more than two minutes re-
maining in the third period when Nick
Foles found Nelson Agholor for an 83-yard
touchdown reception that broke a 16-16 tie
and put the Eagles ahead.

After defensive end Chris Long forced a
fumble with a sack on the next series, the
Eagles were able to drive down and
seemed to secure the win with a touch-
down pass to Zach Ertz. But Jake Elliott,
who eventually finished off the heroics,
missed the extra point and the Eagles led
by 13 points. It was plenty until the Texans
rallied behind elusive quarterback De-
shaun Watson to score two touchdowns in
less than a three-minute span and appear

to extinguish the Eagles’ hopes.
Foles kept that from happening, howev-

er. Once more.
There is still the small matter of who

will play quarterback for the Eagles in
Landover, Md. next Sunday. Carson Wentz
is still on the active roster and the team has
not ruled him out of further action this
season as he deals with a stress fracture in
his back. If the medical staff clears him to
play if the pain is tolerable and doesn’t
restrict his motion, what would coach
Doug Pederson do? Wentz is 4-6 in his
starts this season. Foles, the hero of the
Super Bowl, is 4-1.

Pederson has consistently said that
Wentz is the team’s first option, and that
when he is able to play, he will return as
the starter. But in this situation?

It could be a moot point. Various sources
have indicated Wentz is done for the sea-
son, but the organization doesn’t want to
announce that yet. Maybe, but as Crash
Davis, said, you have to respect the streak.
Either way, Nick Foles is on a streak.

Not coincidentally, so are the Eagles.
Maybe the streak is only two games, but if
they can walk the ledge one more week,
there could be much more to come.

COMMENTARY

Eagles live to fight one more day
By Bob Ford | Philadelphia Inquirer

Eagles quarterback Nick Foles reacts after throwing a fourth-quarter touchdown pass to

tight end Zach Ertz on Sunday. It was one of four touchdown passes for Foles.

YONG KIM/PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
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Kirk Cousins took a shotgun snap,
rolled slightly to his right, stepped up
and heaved a pass from near midfield
into the end zone.

Kyle Rudolph leaped to make a go-
ahead touchdown catch.

Cousins’ 44-yard Hail Mary to
Rudolph as time expired in the first half
put the Vikings ahead and they beat the
Lions 27-9 Sunday, moving a step closer
to playing in the postseason.

“It was a big way to gain some mo-
mentum going into the half after a slow
start,” Cousins said. “They were calling
it a Hail Rudy after it happened.”

The Vikings could have clinched a
spot in the playoffs with a win and
losses by the Redskins and Eagles this
weekend. The Redskins lost to the Ti-
tans on Saturday, and shortly after the
Vikings walked into their locker room at
Ford Field, the Eagles beat the Texans
on a game-ending field goal.

The Vikings (8-6-1) can still earn a
spot in the postseason by closing the
regular season with a win against the
NFC North champion Bears at home or
by having wild-card hopefuls lose.

“We don’t want to leave it up to any-
one else,” Rudolph said.

The Vikings overcame an awful start
offensively, scoring two touchdowns on
Cousins’ passes over the last 1:32 of the
second quarter, and relied on their
defense to stymie the Lions (5-10).

Cousins finished 21 of 28 for 253
yards with three touchdowns, matching
his career high with 29 set in 2015 with
the Redskins. Rudolph had a career-
high 122 yards receiving, tied a career
high with two touchdown receptions,
and had a season-high nine receptions.

Packers 44, Jets 38: Aaron Rodgers
threw a 16-yard touchdown pass to
Davante Adams with 6:23 left in over-
time in East Rutherford, N.J.

The victory was the Packers’ first on
the road this season and prevented
them from becoming the first Green Bay
squad since 1958 to go an entire season
without a win away from home.

Rodgers threw for 442 yards and two
touchdowns and ran for two scores for
the Packers (6-8-1).

NFC NORTH

Vikings win, edge
closer to playoffs
Associated Press

nents only two touchdowns in 11 red-
zone possessions over the last four
games. The defense was forced to make a
final stand Sunday after Tarvarius Moore
stripped Allen Robinson from behind
after the wide receiver had gotten a first
down on third-and-3 that would have
iced the game had he given himself up
and gone down. Running for more yard-
age, Robinson lost the ball and the Niners
recovered, getting one final drive before
turning the ball over on downs.

It’s the second time in three weeks the
Bears have kept the opponent out of the
end zone, but when’s the last time you felt
good about the offense? Pre-shoulder
injury for quarterback Mitch Trubisky?

He completed 25 of 29 passes (86.2
percent), making it the second-most
accurate game in Bears history behind
Bob Williams, who was 13 of 15 (86.7)
against the Cowboys on Oct. 12, 1952. But
it was mostly underneath throws against
a lot of zone coverage, and Trubisky’s day
included a poor decision to lateral to
Cohen, which turned into a fumble in the
second quarter. A holding call against
linebacker Fred Warner, a penalty the
Niners disputed, negated an interception
in the end zone by K’Waun Williams on
the next possession. Three plays later,
Trubisky connected with Anthony Miller
for a 4-yard touchdown. Jordan Howard
barreled in on a 2-yard run in the third
quarter for the other score, but the run-
ning game was only decent, not domi-
nant.

The Bears rode the defense to the
victory and they can earn the No. 2 seed
in the NFC with a win in Minnesota
coupled with a 49ers victory over the
Rams in Los Angeles. In that regard, the
Bears didn’t help themselves as they
knocked four 49ers out of the game —
running back Matt Breida, wide receiver
Marquise Goodwin, tight end Garrett
Celek and Williams. That left an injury-
ravaged team even more beaten up when
the Bears need a win from the Niners.

So, odds are the Bears wind up the No.
3 seed, which would give them a home
playoff game on wild-card weekend be-
fore they would travel back to the West
Coast to face the Rams. They’ve proved
they can beat the Rams, but the Bears
have been clearly better at Soldier Field,
where they’re 7-1, than they have been on
the road. How else do you explain going
down to the wire against Mullens, who
was 22 of 38 for 241 yards with the one
pick on a bad ball for Goodwin?

“I was getting ready to make the tackle,
knock him out, make the ball pop up in
the air,” Trevathan said. “That was huge
for us, especially the way the momentum
was going. Defense stood up, bowed their

necks up. We bent, but we didn’t break.
“It was odd. Those games you have to

believe in yourselves and have each oth-
er’s backs. It’s never going to be pretty,
games like this against a team where guys
are playing for their livelihood, playing
for pride. This team won its last two
games and they thought they had it going
on.”

The Bears aren’t going to face a team
on the road like the 49ers again. They
travel to Minnesota, where the Vikings
are battling for a wild-card berth. Then, it
would likely be on the road in the divi-
sional round of the playoffs, where the
opposing offense will look a lot more
imposing than what the 49ers offered.

“Defense wins championships,” Tre-
vathan said. “Offense is going to give us
their best. They had some big plays. We
had to put on our big-boy pads and make
some plays.”

Said defensive end Akiem Hicks, cred-
ited with three pass deflections: “We
knuckled up when they got down there
and we took care of business. It goes both
ways. There have been times during the
season where (the offense has) put up a
bunch of points and we’re letting that
team get in the end zone. We’ve got to
fight together. Our offense has grown so
much this season. I think when we need
it and we’re in that situation where there
have to be points on the board, they come
through.”

That might be necessary to keep the
club hopping.

bmbiggs@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @BradBiggs

Defense makes Club Dub rock
— but offense no-show at party
Biggs, from Page 1

Bears running back Tarik Cohen had just 19

yards from scrimmage Sunday as the

Bears offense sputtered. 
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‘It’s like dirty football’

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — When Bears
rookie wide receiver Anthony Miller saw
Mitch Trubisky take the hit, his immediate
reaction was to swoop in to defend the
Bears quarterback.

It was late in the fourth quarter of the
Bears’ 14-9 victory over the 49ers at Levi’s
Stadium, and Trubisky slid to complete a
7-yard run for what would have been a first
down near the Bears sideline.

49ers safety Marcell Harris dived on top
of Trubisky late, and Miller rushed toward
Harris and pushed him.

With a swarm of Bears standing right in
front of the play, a fight broke out. 49ers
cornerback Richard Sherman surged into
the scrum to throw some punches. Bears
receiver Josh Bellamy lunged forward to
fight off Sherman. Injured Bears offensive
lineman Kyle Long, looking like a giant
bouncer in his street clothes, stepped in to
try to make peace.

After several minutes’ delay, Miller,
Sherman and Bellamy were ejected, sent to
the locker room while the game’s tense final
five minutes played out.

“I just saw Mitch’s head hit the ground
real hard, and I knew it was an unnecessary
hit, so nobody had to tell me nothing to go in
there, because that’s my quarterback,”
Miller said. “He already missed a couple of
games because of a late hit, so when I see
that, it’s like dirty football. I don’t support
that.”

It remains to be seen if Miller or Bellamy
will face further consequences from the

NFL.
Bears coach Matt Nagy said he didn’t

think the play and the resulting skirmish
were intentional.

“Guys are just playing hard,” Nagy said.
“And then guys want to defend each other.
You always want to defend your quarter-
back. And then those guys are going to want
to defend their teammates. So it’s a bunch of
big, grown men going at it. You just want to

be able to let that shut down and then move
on to the next play.”

Harris said he was trying to pull back
from hitting Trubisky because “I wasn’t
trying to give my team a big penalty in that
moment of the game.”

He was called for a personal foul for
unnecessary roughness, but it was offset
with Bears left tackle Charles Leno Jr.’s
holding penalty. The Bears replayed the

down and eventually got the first down on
Trubisky’s 2-yard sneak on fourth-and-1.

The memory of Trubisky injuring his
right shoulder on a late hit by Vikings safety
Harrison Smith on Nov. 18 was on several
Bears players’ minds as they talked about
standing up for Trubisky. He missed two
games as he recovered from that injury.

“(We were thinking) to get the guy,”
running back Jordan Howard said. “It’s
definitely a sore spot because he got hurt on
a late hit, same kind of play. I feel like they’re
just trying to take the quarterback out, so
we definitely have to step up.”

Miller said nothing happened earlier in
the game to cause tensions to be higher than
usual, but he said he would do the same
thing again under the same circumstances.

Bellamy, in his seventh season and fourth
with the Bears, was more careful with how
he framed their reaction.

“It’s a little pressure point with every-
body,” Bellamy said. “We’re always going to
have our guy’s back, but unfortunately it
happened that way. We just have to learn to
control our emotions.”

Bellamy and Miller hadn’t spoken with
Nagy yet. Nagy said he had to watch the film
to see what they did before addressing it
with them.

“We’re just kind of looking like little kids
right now,” Bellamy said.

Miller said he and Bellamy watched the
end of the game on TV from the locker
room, first as Bears receiver Allen Robinson
lost a fumble and then as the Bears defense
came up with a big stop.

“We turned the TV on and watched the
boys win,” Miller said. “We knew they’d pull
it out. When the defense got on the field, I
knew they’d get the stop.”

ckane@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @ChiTribKane

The 49ers’ Marcell Harris lays a late hit on Mitch Trubisky in the fourth quarter of Sunday’s Bears win. The hit led to a fight in which Anthony Miller and Josh Bellamy were ejected.
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Miller, Bellamy ejected
after late hit on Trubisky
leads to fight on sideline

By Colleen Kane | Chicago Tribune

A skirmish breaks out along the sideline after a late hit on Bears QB Mitch Trubisky.
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The Bears won their 11th game Sunday, downing the 49ers 14-9 behind another stingy defensive effort. It wasn’t the team’s prettiest win. But it kept the Bears alive in their quest for a
first-round bye in the NFC playoffs. That would require a victory over the Vikings on Sunday and a Rams home loss to the 49ers. Here’s a recap of our three keys for Sunday’s game.

1. Cover Kittle.
Postgame recap: The Bears did a wonderful
job limiting Pro Bowl tight end George Kittle’s
damage in the first half, holding him to 14
yards on two catches. Bears safety Adrian
Amos had a pass break-up on a throw to Kittle

in the end zone in the second quarter. Kittle finished
with seven catches and 74 yards on 11 targets. Most of
that damage was done during the 49ers’ first drive of the
fourth quarter when Kittle had catches for 5, 6 and 35
yards within a four-play span. But beyond that, the
defense took care of business. The 49ers went without a
touchdown and were scoreless in the second half.

2. Stay aggressive.
Postgame recap: Mitch Trubisky’s numbers
(25-for-29, 246 yards, one touchdown, no
interceptions and a rating of 113.5) are
representative of a day in which he did an
admirable job, for the most part, staying

within himself. Trubisky’s only TD pass was a 4-yard
dart to Anthony Miller late in the first half, a go-ahead
score that came three plays after his interception in the
end zone was negated by a defensive holding penalty.
Trubisky completed 16 of his 17 passes after halftime for
109 yards. His longest completion came on his first pass
— a 43-yard bomb to Allen Robinson. 

3. Feet of strength.
Postgame recap: Only an eternal optimist
could look to January without feeling at least
some worry about the Bears’ place-kicking
situation. Kicker Cody Parkey missed wide
right from 37 yards away on a first-quarter

field-goal attempt Sunday. He has missed seven field
goals and two extra points. Former Bear Robbie Gould,
meanwhile, made field goals from 33, 30 and 23 yards.
That boosted his accuracy on field goals this season to 97
percent. In the 49ers’ last two meetings with the Bears,
Gould has scored all 24 of the team’s points.
— Dan Wiederer

3 KEYS

Sept. 9

@GB

Lost

24-23

Sept. 17

SEA

Won

24-17

Sept. 23

@ARI

Won

16-14

Sept. 30

TB

Won

48-10

Oct. 7

OPEN

DATE

Oct. 14

@MIA

Lost

31-28

Oct. 21

NE

Lost

38-31

Oct. 28

NYJ

Won

24-10

Nov. 4

@BUF

Won

41-9

Nov. 11

DET

Won

34-22

Nov. 18

MIN

Won

25-20

Nov. 22

@DET

Won

23-16

Dec. 2

@NYG

Lost

30-27

Dec. 9

LAR

Won

15-6

Dec. 16

GB

Won

24-17

Dec. 23

@SF

Won

14-9

Dec. 30

@MIN

3:25 p.m.

FOX-32
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SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Bears
wide receiver Allen Robinson said
it will be a little easier to move on
from his big late-game mistake
Sunday because the Bears still
beat the 49ers 14-9 at Levi’s
Stadium.

But he knew he put the Bears
defense in a bad spot when he
fumbled after a 10-yard, first-
down catch with 1 minute, 52
seconds to play. 49ers cornerback
Tarvarius Moore knocked the ball
out of Robinson’s hands, and Greg
Mabin recovered it to give the
49ers another shot at a winning
drive. The defense came up with
the stop as needed.

“You can’t put it in our defense’s
hands like that,” Robinson said.
“There’s no reason why our de-
fense should have to go back out
on the field. So that’s on me. I
definitely appreciate those guys.”

Moore said he was “very sur-
prised” Robinson didn’t try to get
down after he crossed the first-
down marker and said he realized
Robinson didn’t know he was
behind him.

“He made a good play, came
around my body and was able to
punch the ball out,” Robinson said.
“That’s on me. I’ve got to know the
situation. I know the down and
distance and everything like that.”

Robinson had a productive day
otherwise, totaling a team-high
six catches for 85 yards. That
included a diving 43-yard catch
from quarterback Mitch Trubisky
in the first quarter.

Robinson was injured on the
play and headed to the locker
room, but he returned in the
second quarter.

“I don’t know if I landed on the
ball or my elbow,” Robinson said.
“I got the wind knocked out of me
for a bit, so once I got my wind, I
was able to go back out there.”

Gould standard: Robbie Gould
didn’t have the revenge game he
had the last time he faced the
Bears in 2017, but the former Bears
kicker did outperform the current
Bears kicker.

Gould, who made five field
goals in the 49ers’ 15-14 victory
over the Bears last year, was
3-for-3 on field goals Sunday. All
three field goals — from 33, 30 and
23 yards — came in the second
quarter.

Bears kicker Cody Parkey
missed his only attempt, kicking a
37-yarder wide right on the Bears’
second drive of the game. But he
made both extra-point attempts
after the Bears’ touchdowns.

Gould has now made 32 of 33
field-goal attempts this season.
Parkey has made 22 of 29 at-
tempts.

New time: The Bears’ Week 17
game against the Vikings, origi-
nally scheduled for noon, was
moved to 3:25 p.m. Central. That’s
the same time as the Rams game
against the 49ers, which will
determine who gets the No. 2 seed
in the NFC and a first-round
playoff bye.

The Bears’ game will air on
FOX-32.

Inactives: Bears safety Eddie
Jackson and outside linebacker
Aaron Lynch didn’t travel to San
Francisco and sat out Sunday’s
game. Jackson sprained his right
ankle and Lynch sprained his right
elbow in the Week 15 victory over
the Packers. … Quarterback Tyler
Bray, wide receivers Kevin White
and Javon Wims, offensive line-
man Rashaad Coward and defen-
sive lineman Nick Williams were
healthy scratches.

BEARS NOTES

Robinson
thankful
‘D’ saves
his bacon
By Colleen Kane
Chicago Tribune

Allen Robinson loses the ball in

the fourth quarter after it was

knocked out of his grasp by 49ers

defensive back Tarvarius Moore.
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the undermanned 49ers out of the
end zone, they have held two of
their last three opponents without
a touchdown.

Most importantly, with the
postseason two weeks away, it’s
clear the Bears can count on their
defense to take away the ball
anywhere. Chicago. Los Angeles.
New Orleans. Even Atlanta.

“If we don’t get the ball, we’re
kind of disappointed,” cornerback
Prince Amukamara said. “It’s a
standard. It’s almost a must for
us.”

The Bears have an interception
in every game except one. Coinci-
dentally, they didn’t get one Oct.
28 against Jets quarterback Sam
Darnold, whose 15 interceptions
are tied for most in the NFL.

Basically, though, they’ve be-
come a sure thing. And despite
that predictability, it’s also incred-
ible, considering the Bears had
only eight interceptions in each of
the last three seasons.

But this group has evolved. The

talent level has increased, and
there’s even more to it than that.
Take it from safety Adrian Amos,
who arrived in 2015 when the
interceptions drought began.

“Everybody just enjoys being
around each other,” Amos said. “I
feel like it’s night and day from my
rookie year in the locker room, as
far as personalities … and how
people interact with each other.
It’s a complete change.”

That enhances the team con-
cept, which Trevathan’s intercep-
tion perfectly exemplified.

On first-and-10, receiver Mar-
quise Goodwin ran a shallow
cross from a tight split on the
right. 

He took one step before outside
linebacker Khalil Mack jammed
him with both hands.

It was only a detail, but Mack
delivered enough of a jolt to dis-
rupt Goodwin’s timing with
quarterback Nick Mullens.

“It’s just taking in the coaching,
man, and understanding situa-
tional football,” Mack said.
“Knowing what they wanted to

do, which was get the ball out
quick. So why not get a press on a
guy? Especially No. 11 (Goodwin).
He’s fast as (lightning).”

On the other side of the play,
Trevathan was in single coverage
against Pro Bowl tight end George
Kittle on an out route. But in
Trevathan’s peripheral vision, he
saw Mullens intend to pass back
toward the middle of the field.

With Roquan Smith trailing
Goodwin in close coverage, Tre-
vathan sagged off Kittle, putting
himself in position to catch the
deflection when the ball bounced
off Goodwin’s outstretched fin-
gers.

“I tried to be in the area where
I could make a play or make a big
hit,” Trevathan said. “The ball
tipped right into my hands. I held
onto it like it was my baby.”

Just like that, the fire was ex-
tinguished. And if it felt familiar, it
might be because the memory of
Eddie Jackson’s fourth-quarter,
end-zone interception last Sunday
of Packers quarterback Aaron
Rodgers is still fresh.

“It says we’re tough,” Amuka-
mara said. “It says we’re resilient.
It says that we don’t quit. These
are real games, but they’re also
practice reps for us because we
know there’s going to be a time in
the playoffs where … it’s great that
we’ve been there before and it’s
not foreign to us.”

It’s no longer foreign to the rest
of the NFL, either. By now, we’re
accustomed to seeing the Bears
celebrate like they did after Tre-
vathan’s pick. Although, that’s
where things fell apart.

Trevathan said the defense had
an idea to do “A Charlie Brown
Christmas” celebration, with the
players dancing like Charlie and
his crew from the 1965 classic.
What a Christmas gift that would
have been.

But it wasn’t coordinated, so it
morphed into a run-of-the-mill
team picture pose.

Oh, well. They specialize in
taking, anyway.

rcampbell@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @Rich_Campbell

Defense gives Bears gift of No. 3 seed in NFC
Campbell, from Page 1

SANTA CLARA,
Calif. — The groove
started Sunday after-
noon with a 9-yard
completion. Nothing
fancy. Nothing extraor-
dinary. Just Mitch
Trubisky slinging a
pass to his right to
Allen Robinson and
setting the Bears up
with second-and-short.

It was early in the third quar-
ter at Levi’s Stadium, the Bears
were behind 9-7 and it was obvi-
ous this was going to be a grind-
er’s game. The 49ers were show-
ing more zone coverage than
Trubisky and the Bears had
anticipated. So adjustments were
needed. And adjustments were
made.

For Trubisky, quite simply, it
was about adopting what he calls
“a completion mentality.”

“We had to dink and dunk a
little bit just to move the ball up
the field,” he said.

Thus two plays after he hit
Robinson for 9 yards, Trubisky
found Trey Burton for 6. Then
Tarik Cohen made a 7-yard grab.

Bite by bite, the Bears went
down the field. Little by little,
they chewed up 90 yards. Over
12 plays. On a drive that took up
more than half the third quarter.

And with 4 minutes 14 sec-
onds remaining in the third,
Jordan Howard punched in a
2-yard touchdown run that pro-
vided the final points in the
Bears’ 14-9 sleeper-hold win.

Nothing fancy. Nothing ex-
traordinary. Just victory No. 11,

the Bears’ eighth in the
last nine games and the
perfect teaching tape
for Matt Nagy to rein-
force as the playoffs
close in.

“I know that Mitch
threw a lot of comple-
tions,” Nagy said after-
ward, thrilled with his
quarterback’s resolve.

“Anytime you throw completions
in this game, you give yourself a
chance to win because you stay
ahead of the sticks. And you
don’t get into third-and-long
situations. He did that.”

Added Trubisky: “They
wanted to take away the deep
ball and the explosive plays. And
they did a good job with that. So
we just had to spread them out.
Dink and dunk. Take what they
give us. Create a rhythm.”

The 24-year-old quarterback
was perfect on that go-ahead
scoring drive — 7-for-7 for 49
yards. After halftime, he was
16-for-17 for 109 yards. Sure,
that’s a mere 6.8 yards per com-
pletion with a long gain of 10. But
for Sunday’s purposes that was
also a winning formula. So be it.

“You have to continue to be
smart,” Trubisky said.

Chicago can launch into a loud
and contentious debate about
what the Bears ultimately will
need to squeeze out of Trubisky
if they are going to sustain this
season’s surprise success for the
next half-decade or longer. Tru-
bisky’s loudest critics have a
valid point in saying that an NFL
franchise shouldn’t go all-in to

draft a franchise quarterback
with the No. 2 overall pick with
the intent of turning him into a
steady game manager.

But that discussion doesn’t
need to be had right now. Not in
the final days of 2018. Not in the
first month of the new year ei-
ther. For now, all that matters is
finding Trubisky’s sweet spot,
continuing to remind him just
how darn good his defense is and
emphasizing that he doesn’t have
to press to make big plays.

Trubisky had two ugly plays
Sunday afternoon, two head-
spinning decisions he owned up
to immediately after the game.
The first came in the second
quarter on a discombobulated
read-option play on which the
quarterback first kept the ball
but then panicked and fired an
ill-advised pass 3 yards backward
to Tarik Cohen. The ball crossed
Cohen up, then fell to the grass
and the 49ers recovered for their
first takeaway since October.
Seriously.

The Niners converted that
into a 14-yard field goal drive and
a 6-0 lead and, well, Trubisky
knew he had screwed up. “Just
one of those plays where I’m
trying to do too much,” he said.
“I should have just pulled it and
got down right away.”

On the Bears’ next series,
Trubisky escaped pressure,
rolled to his right and tried forc-
ing a pass into the end zone to
Anthony Miller. It was an easy
interception for K’Waun
Williams and another mystifying
mistake.

Fortunately, a defensive hold-
ing call against linebacker Fred
Warner bailed Trubisky out of
that jam.

“Really lucky that got ne-
gated,” he said. “I was just scram-
bling around doing too much. I
probably could have just ran and
got out of bounds, looking back
on it. And the ball didn’t come
out the right way. It was just
lucky that got negated.”

Lucky indeed. It also allowed
Trubisky to exhale and reset.

Three plays later he drilled a
4-yard touchdown pass to Miller
on a comeback route, starting a
streak of 11 consecutive comple-
tions that lasted until the fourth
quarter.

One timely defensive holding
call provided a seven-point
swing. In a five-point win. An-
other Trubisky free fall into a
giant bed of feathers. Another
easy lesson.

The Bears quarterback ac-
knowledged after the game that
his 26-yard completion to
Taquan “Smoke” Mizell earlier
on that drive on a similar scram-
ble-drill play probably tempted
him to get a bit greedy.

“I felt like I could have done it
again,” Trubisky said. “But that
definitely brought me back to
reality. Just stay within the of-
fense. Do my job. Sometimes I’m
going to have to make plays like I
did on that one to Smoke. And
then sometimes it just gets away
from you a little bit. So you have
to continue to play within this
offense.”

More often than not, calm and
composed will get Trubisky and
the Bears the results they want.
Sometimes dink and dunk is all it
takes. Right now, at this stage of
this season, it’s OK to accept that.

dwiederer@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @danwiederer

Bears quarterback Mitch Trubisky throws a pass in the fourth quarter against the 49ers. He completed 16 of 17 passes in the second half. 
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Dink ’n’ dunk a winner 
After too many early mistakes, Trubisky adopts 
‘a completion mentality’ to help Bears edge 49ers

Dan
Wiederer
On the Bears

BEARS
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Blackhawks goalie Corey
Crawford was at the United
Center on Sunday during the
team’s morning skate, but there
was no information on whether
he’s working out yet or how close
he is to returning from a concus-
sion suffered last week.

Crawford, who struck the back
of his head on a goal post against
the Sharks on Dec. 16, will be
eligible to come off injured re-
serve Dec. 27 after the NHL’s
three-day holiday break.

“I haven’t seen him this morn-
ing, as far as I know he’s still in
the protocol,” Hawks coach Jere-
my Colliton said. “I think he is
here, so that’s a positive.”

Cam Ward and Collin Delia

have been excelling in Craw-
ford’s absence. They’ve allowed a
combined four goals in three
games, all victories. Ward started
the first two games after Craw-
ford’s injury and Colliton said he
would start Sunday against the
Panthers.

Colliton said he is deciding
which goalie starts on a game-by-
game basis.

“I don’t think we have a
(plan),” he said. “Performance
will dictate. Both guys have been
good lately and hopefully that
keeps going.”

In and out: After Colliton took
over the Hawks in early Novem-
ber, the players who were healthy
scratches rotated in and out on a
consistent basis. 

Over the last two weeks, how-

ever, forward Chris Kunitz and
defenseman Brandon Manning
have been consistently watching
games from the press box.

Kunitz was a healthy scratch
for six straight games until get-
ting into the lineup against the
Panthers. Manning remained
out, sitting for his sixth straight
game.

“I don’t like scratching any-
one,” Colliton said. “It’s hard to
have those conversations, but it’s
necessary. We have a full roster,
so three guys are out every night.
Hopefully they understand we’re
trying to do what’s best for the
team. (I) communicate the rea-
sons why. 

“They’re not always going to
agree, but hopefully they under-
stand we’re doing what we think
is right.”

BLACKHAWKS NOTES

‘That’s a positive’: Crawford at UC
By Jimmy Greenfield
Chicago Tribune

Because life is logical, the
Blackhawks were a shoo-in to
beat the Panthers on Sunday
night at the United Center.

Here’s how that was supposed
to play out: The Hawks won
consecutive road games against
the playoff-contending Stars and
Avalanche before coming home
rested and ready to take on a
Panthers team weary from
playing the night before.

And how did that work out?
Well, turns out life isn’t logical at
all.

The Panthers scored three
second-period goals, including a
pair 31 seconds apart, to beat the
Hawks 6-3 and end their season-
best three-game winning streak.
Still, the Hawks go into the
NHL’s three-day holiday break
with a 4-1-2 record in their last
seven games.

“We just didn’t have enough to
push to our top level tonight,”
Hawks defenseman Connor
Murphy said. “We definitely
(need to) use these few days to
think back on what works.”

It seemed like luck would be

on the Hawks’ side. During the
first period, the Panthers’ Evgeni
Dadonov and Aleksander Barkov
each hit a post in a matter of four
seconds.

In the second period, the
Hawks tied the score 2-2 when a
puck hit off a post before deflect-
ing to Alex DeBrincat, who
scored his 17th goal of the season.

But the Panthers shrugged
those off and snapped the tie on a
power-play goal by Mike Hoff-
man, followed by Jared Mc-
Cann’s sixth goal 31 seconds later
to take control.

“That third and fourth goal
really quick killed us,” said the
Hawks’ Dylan Strome, who had a
goal and two assists for the first
three-point game of his career.
“It’s unfortunate we couldn’t
come back.”

After Murphy’s first goal of the
season gave the Hawks a 1-0 lead,
Panthers rookie Jayce Hawryluk
made Carl Dahlstrom and Hawks
goalie Cam Ward look silly to
score the his first NHL goal.

Hawryluk poked the puck
away from Dahlstrom just over
the Hawks’ blue line and went
around him, which prompted
Ward to come out to play the
puck. But Hawryluk beat Ward to

it and easily went around him
before shooting into an open net.

“I thought after the first goal
against we sagged a little bit,”
Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton
said. “I didn’t mind our start. It
wasn’t perfect but I thought we
were starting to play in their end
and create some things. After the
goal, we weren’t as good, and it
carried over to the second pe-
riod.”

DeBrincat’s second-period
power-play goal came after his
initial pass into the slot bounced
off the skates of Strome and the
Panthers’ Mike Matheson before
hitting the post and completing
the circle back to DeBrincat, who
made it 2-2.

Even with Sunday’s loss, the
Hawks have appeared capable of
turning around their season.
They’ll use the break to try to
recapture what allowed them to
play their best hockey of the
season.

“The challenge is to leave this
kind of effort where it belongs —
behind us — and pick up where
we left off,” Colliton said. “Cer-
tainly not happy with how we
played and how it ended up, but
we got to use the days to rest,
mentally and physically, and be
ready to go when we come back.”

Sounds logical.

jgreenfield@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @jcgreenx

Blackhawks goalie Cam Ward can feel the pain as the Panthers score three goals in the second period. 

NAM Y. HUH/AP 

PANTHERS 6, BLACKHAWKS 3

A roll reversal 
Blackhawks finally
run out of gas, see
win streak end at 3
By Jimmy Greenfield
Chicago Tribune

UP NEXT

Wild at Blackhawks

7:30 p.m. Thursday, NBCSCH

CLEVELAND — Jabari Parker
returned to active status after
missing three games because of a
stomach illness but didn’t play for
the fifth straight game Sunday
against the Cavaliers.

Two games Parker missed were
by coach’s decision, and one came
when Parker didn’t feel he had
regained enough strength and
conditioning to dress following
his illness. It’s fair to wonder if
Parker, who is being shopped, has
played his last game as a Bull.

“From my seat, he needs to lock
into practicing hard, playing hard
and honoring the values of the
team, which I’ve set forth,” coach
Jim Boylen said. “Every day is an
opportunity to do that. Every day,
that’s a conscious decision to
support what the team is doing —
every day, by everybody. Every guy
has to do that, just not him. We got
a lot of guys doing that right now.”

Parker ranks third on the team
with 15.2 points and 6.9 rebounds
per game.

“He knows what my expecta-
tions are, and he needs to be
available when called upon,”
Boylen said. “I have to continue
with my message for this team.
Everybody has choices, and they
can make those choices if they

want. But what we hope is that he
improves, that he works, that he
grows, and that he locks in to
maybe the things he can do better
and things that help the team.”

Familiar face: Coincidentally,
David Nwaba played for the Cava-
liers. Nwaba is one of the players
the Bulls let walk to sign Parker,
rescinding his qualifying offer.

Nwaba proved he can be a
rotational player with the Bulls
last season, when he averaged 7.9
points in 70 games. The 6-foot-4
guard is averaging 5.9 points for
the Cavaliers this season. He left
the game with an ankle injury in
the fourth quarter.

“As a staff, we talk about David,”
Boylen said. “He’s got the heart of
a lion. He’s a warrior. He’s coach-
able, teachable and he became
reliable for us last year. I’m so
happy with his deal in Cleveland,
wish him nothing but the best. It
just proves tough, competitive
guys can make it in the league.
And he’s making it.”

Layups: Cameron Payne was
active after missing one game with
a strained right calf. … Zach
LaVine is hopeful to play Wednes-
day against his former Timber-
wolves team. That’s one day shy of
two weeks since he sprained his
right ankle.

BULLS NOTES

Parker returns to active
status — but not rotation
By K.C. Johnson
Chicago Tribune

CLEVELAND — Jim Boylen is
a positive person. But his theme
leading up to Sunday’s tipoff
centered on negativity.

Over and over he challenged his
players with the fact that the Bulls
were 0-7 following victories this
season.

Make that 1-7.
Riding a hot Lauri Markkanen

and an efficient Kris Dunn for the
second straight game and tighten-
ing the defensive screws after
halftime, the Bulls defeated the
Cavaliers 112-92. It was their
largest margin of victory this
season, and it marked the first
time they have won consecutive
games.

Given that the Bulls and Cavs
entered tied with the Suns for the
league’s worst record, the tanking,
er, draft lottery positioning enthu-
siasts won’t be pleased. But don’t
tell that to the Bulls, who are now
4-6 under Boylen and cracked 100
points for just the second time in
that stretch.

“We’re direct and honest every
day,” Boylen said. “We’ve kept our
message consistent of what we
believe in and what I hope we can
become. You have to give the guys
credit.”

Markkanen and Dunn should
get the most.

Markkanen scored 31 points
with five 3-pointers, posting back-
to-back 30-point games for the
first time in his career. The
second-year forward nearly
outscored the Cavaliers alone dur-
ing a dominant third quarter,
when he scored 14 points, includ-
ing a four-point play as the Bulls
doubled up with a 30-15 advan-
tage.

Dunn added 17 points, eight
rebounds, seven assists and just
one turnover in 29 minutes.

The Bulls outscored the Cava-
liers 58-33 in the second half.

“I’m getting my conditioning
back,” Markkanen said. “I don’t
get tired as quickly. That way, I got
more fire in my legs when I shoot.
It just helps my game.”

Boylen said it’s more than that
and pointed to Markkanen’s mere
six-shot game last Wednesday as

an example of the second-year
player’s growth. Markkanen was
11-for-18 Sunday.

“He’s learned something in the
last 10 days about how he controls
more of the force and energy he
plays with and toughness and grit
than we do,” Boylen said. “With all
the talent he has, he has to do that.
And he’s done it.”

As for Dunn, he has two one-
turnover games in the five he has
started since returning from his
left knee injury. Dunn came off the
bench his first two games back.

“We keep talking about being
more efficient and consistent. He’s
developing right in front of our
eyes,” Boylen said. “From my
perspective, he has a poise and a
patience to him that’s like a
veteran. He has his head up. He
sees what’s going on. He’s not
going too fast or too slow.”

Dunn assisted on Markkanen’s
final hoop that pushed Markka-
nen over the 30-point threshold,
an alley-oop as Markkanen rolled
to the rim.

Markkanen now has four ca-
reer 30-point games. The two
times he posted them last season,
he followed with 11 points and 19
points. Back-to-back 30-point
games is something to build on.

And the same can be said for the
Bulls, who are just two weeks
removed from creating national
headlines with talk of a practice
boycott and two hours of team
meetings. The Bulls are 3-4 since
those meetings.

“That brought us a little more
together,” Markkanen said. “And
we’re having fun playing basket-
ball.”

On the initial group text ex-
change that mentioned boycotting
practice, Markkanen was essential
in steering the Bulls toward taking
a professional approach and at
least showing up. Now he’s lead-
ing with his play as well.

No wonder Boylen is so positive
these days.

kcjohnson@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @kcjhoop

Lauri Markkanen drives around the Cavaliers’ Larry Nance Jr. during the

first half of the Bulls’ victory Sunday in Cleveland.

PHIL LONG/AP 

BULLS 112, CAVALIERS 92

Can this be? Bulls
on winning streak
Markkanen, Dunn help spark 2nd straight victory
By K.C. Johnson
Chicago Tribune

UP NEXT

Timberwolves at Bulls

7 p.m. Wednesday, NBCSCH

BLACKHAWKS BULLS
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SCOREBOARD

NBA
pregame.com TUESDAY
Milwaukee 10 at New York
at Houston 11⁄2 Oklahoma City
at Boston 31⁄2 Philadelphia
at Golden State 9 LA Lakers
at Utah 6 Portland

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
WEDNESDAY

Boise St 2 Boston Coll.
Georgia Tech 51⁄2 Minnesota
California 1 TCU

THURSDAY
Temple 31⁄2 Duke
Miami 3 Wisconsin
Vanderbilt 4 Baylor

FRIDAY
Auburn 31⁄2 Purdue
W. Virginia Pk Syracuse
Wash. St 31⁄2 Iowa St
Arkansas St 1 Nevada
Michigan 61⁄2 Florida
S. Carolina 5 Virginia

SATURDAY 
Alabama 14 Oklahoma
Clemson 121⁄2 Notre Dame

MONDAY (12/31)
Cincinnati 6 Virginia Tech
Stanford 6 Pittsburgh
Oregon 21⁄2 Michigan St
Missouri 8 Oklahoma St
Utah 7 Northwestern
Texas A&M 7 NC State

TUESDAY (JAN. 1)
Miss. St 7 Iowa
Penn St 61⁄2 Kentucky
LSU 71⁄2 UCF
Ohio State 61⁄2 Washington
Georgia 121⁄2 Texas

NFL
WEEK 16 MONDAY
Denver 3 at Oakland
WEEK 17 SUNDAY
at Minnesota 61⁄2 Bears
at NY Giants 5 Dallas
at Kansas City Off Oakland
at New Orleans Off Carolina
at New England 131⁄2 NY Jets
Philadelphia 61⁄2 at Washington
at Green Bay 61⁄2 Detroit
at Houston 81⁄2 Jacksonville
at Baltimore 51⁄2 Cleveland
Atlanta 2 at Tampa Bay
at Buffalo 31⁄2 Miami
Indianapolis 3 at Tennessee
at Pittsburgh 14 Cincinnati
LA Chargers 3 at Denver
at Seattle 111⁄2 Arizona
at LA Rams 9 San Fran.

LATEST LINE

2018-19 DIV. I BOWL GLANCE
DATE BOWL SITE TEAMS TM

D26 SERVPRO Dallas Boston Coll. (7-5) vs. Boise St (10-3) 12:30
D26 Quick Lane Detroit Minnesota (6-6) vs. Ga. Tech (7-5) 4:15 
D26 Cheez-It Phoenix California (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6) 8 
D27 Independence Shreveport, La. Temple (8-4) vs. Duke (7-5) 12:30 
D27 Pinstripe Bronx, N.Y. Miami (7-5) vs. Wisconsin (7-5) 4:15 
D27 Texas Houston Baylor (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6) 8 
D28 Music City Nashville Purdue (6-6) vs. Auburn (7-5) 12:30 
D28 Camping WorldOrlando W. Virginia (8-3) vs. Syracuse (9-3) 4:15 
D28 Alamo San Antonio Iowa St (8-4) vs. Wash. St (10-2) 8 
D29 Peach Atlanta Florida (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2) 11* 
D29 Belk Charlotte, N.C. S. Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5) 11* 
D29 Arizona Tucson, Ariz. Ark. St (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5) 12:15 
D29 Cotton Arlington, Tex. Notre Dame (12-0) vs. Clemson (13-0) 3 
D29 Orange Miami Gar., Fla. Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Alabama (13-0) 7 
D31 Military Annapolis, Md. Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Va. Tech (6-6) 11* 
D31 Sun El Paso, Tex Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6) 1 
D31 Redbox Santa Clara, Calif. Michigan St (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4) 2 
D31 Liberty Memphis, Tenn. Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma St (6-6) 2:45 
D31 Holiday San Diego Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4) 6 
D31 Gator Jacksonville, Fla. NC St (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4) 6:30 
J1 Outback Tampa, Fla. Mississippi St (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4) 11* 
J1 Citrus Orlando Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn St (9-3) noon 
J1 Fiesta Glendale, Ariz. LSU (9-3) vs. UCF (12-0) noon 
J1 Rose Pasadena, Calif. Wash. (10-3) vs. Ohio St (12-1) 4 
J1 Sugar New Orleans Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2) 7:45 
J7 CFP Final Santa Clara, Calif. Cotton vs. Orange winners 7 

OTHER BOWLS

J19 Shrine St. Petersburg, Fla. East vs. West 2 
J19 Collegiate Pasadena, Calif. American vs. National 3 
J26 Senior Mobile, Ala. North vs. South 1:30 

DATE BOWL SITE RESULT

D15 Celebration Atlanta NC A&T 24, Alcorn St. 22 
D15 Cure Orlando Tulane 41, La.-Lafayette 24

D15 New Mexico Albuquerque Utah State 52, N. Texas13

D15 Las Vegas Vegas Fresno St. 31, Arizona St. 20

D15 Camellia Montgomery, Ala. Ga. Southern 23, E. Michigan 21

D15 New Orleans New Orleans Appalachian State 45, MTSU 13

D18 Boca Raton Boca Raton, Fla. UAB 37, N. Illinois 13

D19 Frisco Frisco, Texas Ohio 27, San Diegso State 0

D20 Gasparilla St. Petersburg Marshall 38, USF 20

D22 Birmingham Birmingham, Ala. Wake Forest 37, Memphis 34 
D22 Armed Forces Fort Worth, Tex Army 70, Houston 14
D22 Dollar General Mobile, Ala. Troy 42, Buffalo 32
D22 Hawaii Honolulu La Tech (7-5) vs. Hawaii (8-5), late 

FCS CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday, Jan. 5 at Toyota Stadium; Frisco, Texas
North Dakota State (14-0) vs. Eastern Washington (12-2), 11 a.m.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL W L Pct GB

Fort Wayne 9 8 .529 —
WINDY CITY 9 12 .429 2
Canton 7 10 .412 2
Grand Rapids 7 12 .368 3
Wisconsin 3 15 .167 61⁄2

SUNDAY-WEDNESDAY
No games scheduled

THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
Capital City at Westchester, 6 
Grand Rapids at Canton, 6 
Maine at Greensboro, 6 
Lakeland at Raptors, 6:30 
Santa Cruz at Iowa, 7 
Texas at Rio Grande Valley, 7 
Memphis at South Bay, 9 

NBA G LEAGUE 

NFL 

7:15 p.m. Broncos at Raiders ESPN 

ON TV/RADIO 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL W L OL SOL PT GF GA

WOLVES 17 9 3 1 38 118 95
G. Rapids 17 11 2 2 38 99 97
Milwaukee 16 10 5 1 38 88 88
Iowa 15 8 4 3 37 107 93
Rockford 15 10 2 4 36 75 88
Texas 15 10 3 1 34 108 93
San Antonio 13 16 1 0 27 77 89
Manitoba 11 14 2 0 24 65 92
2 pts for a win, 1 pt for OT/shootout loss.
SUNDAY-TUESDAY
No games scheduled
WEDNESDAY’S SCHEDULE 
Wolves at Milwaukee, 7
Belleville at Toronto, 2 
Rochester at Cleveland, 6
Rockford at Iowa, 6
Lehigh Valley at WB/Scranton, 6:05
Syracuse at Binghamton, 6:05
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE 
Colorado at San Jose, 3:15
Hartford at Bridgeport, 6
Binghamton at Utica, 6
Laval at Belleville, 6
San Antonio at Texas, 7 
Bakersfield at San Diego, 9

AHL 

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
CLUB W T L GF GA PTS

Liverpool 15 3 0 39 7 48
Man City 14 2 2 50 13 44
Tottenham 14 0 4 37 18 42
Chelsea 11 4 3 35 15 37
Arsenal 11 4 3 40 24 37
Man United 8 5 5 34 30 29
Watford 8 3 7 25 25 27
Bournemouth 8 2 8 27 28 26
Leicester 7 4 7 22 21 25
Wolverhampton 7 4 7 19 21 25
Everton 6 6 6 26 28 24
West Ham 7 3 8 25 27 24
Brighton 6 3 9 20 26 21
Crystal Palace 5 3 10 17 25 18
Newcastle 4 5 9 14 22 17
Southampton 3 6 9 19 33 15
Cardiff 4 2 12 18 38 14
Burnley 3 3 12 16 36 12
Huddersfield 2 4 12 11 31 10
Fulham 2 4 12 16 42 10
SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE
Tottenham 6, Everton 2
WEDNESDAY’S SCHEDULE
Fulham vs. Wolverhampton, 6:30 a.m.
Tottenham vs. Bournemouth, 9 a.m.
Man United vs. Huddersfield, 9 a.m.
Crystal Palace vs. Cardiff, 9 a.m.
Liverpool vs. Newcastle, 9 a.m.
Burnley vs. Everton, 9 a.m.
Leicester vs. Man City, 9 a.m.
Brighton vs. Arsenal, 11:15 a.m.
Watford vs. Chelsea, 1:30
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
Southampton vs. West Ham, 1:45

US MEN’S NATIONAL TEAM 
SCHEDULE
Jan. 27, 2019: vs. Panama, 
Glendale, Ariz., 7

Feb. 2, 2019: vs. Costa Rica, 
San Jose, Calif., 2:30

June 18, 2019: vs. TBD (Gold Cup), 
St. Paul, Minn. 

June 22, 2019: vs. TBD (Gold Cup), 
Cleveland 

June 26, 2019: vs. TBD (Gold Cup), 
Kansas City, Kan.

SOCCER 

CUBS SCHEDULE
Home games at Sloan Park, Mesa, Ariz.

Sat., Feb. 23 vs. Brewers, 2:05
Sun., Feb 24 at Giants, 2:05
Mon. Feb 25 (SS) at Dodgers, 2:05

(SS) vs. Padres, 2:05
Tue., Feb 26 vs. D’backs, 2:05
Wed., Feb 27 at Rangers, 2:05
Thu., Feb 28 vs. Athletics, 2:05
Fri., Mar 1 at D’backs, 2:10
Sat., Mar 2 vs. Brewers, 2:05 
Sun., Mar 3 vs. White Sox, 2:05
Mon., Mar 4 at Reds (SS), 2:05
Tue., Mar 5 at Angels, 2:10
Wed., Mar 6 vs. Royals, 2:05
Thu., Mar 7 vs. Rockies, 2:05
Fri., Mar 8 at Mariners, 7:40
Sat., Mar 9 (SS) vs. Angels, 2:05

(SS) at Giants, 2:05
Sun., Mar 10 at Brewers, 3:05
Tue., Mar 12 vs. Reds (SS), 9:05
Wed., Mar 13 at Athletics, 3:05
Thu., Mar 14 vs. Rangers (SS), 3:05
Fri, Mar. 15 at White Sox, 3:05
Sat., Mar 16 at D’backs, 3:10
Sun., Mar 17 vs. Rockies, 3:05
Tue., Mar 19 (SS) vs. Mariners (SS), 3:05

(SS) at Royals, 8:05
Wed., Mar 20 vs. Dodgers, 9:05
Thu., Mar 21 vs. Giants, 3:05
Fri., Mar 22 (SS) vs. Rangers, 3:05 

(SS) at Indians, 8:05
Sat., Mar 23 at Rockies, 8:40
Sun., Mar 24 at Padres, 2:10
Mon., Mar 25 vs. Red Sox, 8:05
Tue., Mar 26 vs. Red Sox, 2:05
Regular season opener
Thu., Mar 28: at Rangers

WHITE SOX SCHEDULE
Home games at Camelback Ranch, 
Glendale, Ariz.

Sat., Feb 23 (SS) vs. Dodgers, 2:05
(SS) at Athletics, 2:05

Sun., Feb 24 at Padres, 2:10
Mon., Feb 25 at Giants, 2:05
Tue., Feb 26 vs. Royals (SS), 2:05
Wed., Feb. 27 vs. Reds, 2:05
Thu., Feb 28 at Mariners, 2:10
Fri., Mar 1 at Rangers, 2:05
Sat., Mar 2 vs. Rockies, 2:05
Sun., Mar 3 at Cubs, 2:05
Mon., Mar 4 vs. Angels, 2:05
Tue., Mar 5 (SS) vs. Padres (SS), 2:05

(SS) at Indians, 2:05
Thu., Mar 7 vs. Brewers, 2:05 
Fri., Mar 8 at Angels, 2:10
Sat., Mar 9 at Rangers, 2:05 
Sun., Mar 10 vs. Athletics (SS), 3:05
Mon., Mar 11 at Brewers, 3:05
Tue., Mar 12 (SS) vs. Mariners, 3:05 

(SS) at Royals, 3:05 
Wed., Mar 13 at Dodgers, 9:05
Fri., Mar 15 vs. Cubs, 3:05
Sat., Mar 16 vs. Dodgers, 3:05 
Sun., Mar 17 at D-backs (SS), 3:10
Mon., Mar 18 vs. Giants, 3:05
Tue., Mar 19 at Reds, 8:05
Wed., Mar 20 vs. vs. D’backs, 3:05
Thu., Mar 21 vs. Rangers (SS), 3:05
Fri., Mar 22 at Angels (SS), 3:10 
Sat., Mar 23 at Dodgers, 2:05
Sun., Mar 24 vs. Indians, 2:05
Mon., Mar 25 at D’backs*, TBD 
Tue., Mar 26 at D’backs*, TBD 

*-at Chase Field

Regular season opener
Thu., Mar 28: at Royals, TBD 

BASEBALL SPRING TRAINING

NBA

JANUARY
Dec. 30-Jan. 5: Women’s tennis, WTA,

Shenzhen (China) Open 
Dec. 30-Jan. 6: Men’s and women’s 
tennis, ATP World Tour/WTA, Brisbane 
(Australia) International 

Dec. 31-Jan. 1: Ski jumping, Men’s World
Cup, Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
Germany. 

Dec. 31-Jan. 5: Men’s tennis, ATP World
Tour, Tata Open Maharashtra, Pune, 
India 

Dec. 31-Jan. 5: Men’s tennis, ATP World
Tour, Qatar ExxonMobil Open, Doha,
Qatar 

Dec. 31-Jan. 6: Women’s tennis, WTA,
ASB Classic, Auckland, New Zealand 

1: College football, Outback Bowl,
Tampa, Fla. 

1: College football, Fiesta Bowl, 
Glendale, Ariz. 

1: College football, Citrus Bowl, 
Orlando, Fla. 

1: College football, Rose Bowl, 
Pasadena, Calif. 

1: College football, Sugar Bowl, 
New Orleans 

1: Ice hockey, NHL Winter Classic, 
Boston at Chicago, Notre Dame 
Stadium, South Bend, Ind. 

1: Cross-country skiing, Stage World
Cup, Val Mustair, Switzerland. 

1: Men’s and women’s skiing, city event,
Oslo, Norway. 

2-3: Cross-country skiing, Stage World
Cup, Oberstdorf, Germany. 

3-6: Men’s golf, PGA Tour, Men’s golf,
PGA Tour, Sentry Tournament of
Champions, Kapalua, Hawaii 

4: Ski jumping, Men’s World Cup, 
Innsbruck, Austria. 

4-6: Bobsleigh and Skeleton, World Cup,
Altenberg, Germany. 

5: College football, NCAA Division FCS
championship game, Frisco, Texas. 

5: Pro Basketball, NBA 10-day contracts
can be signed. 

5: Motorcycle, AMA Supercross, 
Anaheim, Calif. 

5: Women’s skiing, World Cup alpine,
slalom, Zagreb, Croatia. 

5-6: Pro football, NFL Wild Card playoffs. 
5-6: Cross-country skiing, Stage World

Cup, Val di Fiemme, Italy. 
5-6: Men’s skiing, World Cup nordic 
combined, Otepaa, Estonia. 

5-6: Short Track Speedskating, 
U.S. Championships, Kearns, Utah. 

5-6: Luge, World Cup, Koenigssee, 
Germany. 

5-7: Short Track Speedskating, 
European Championships, Dordrecht,
Netherlands. 

6: Ski jumping, Men’s World Cup,
Bischofshofen, Austria. 

6: Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar, Roar 
Before The Rolex 24 At Daytona, 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

6: Men’s skiing, World Cup alpine,

slalom, Zagreb, Croatia. 
6-12: Men’s and women’s tennis, ATP

World Tour/WTA, Sydney International 
7: College football, College Football

Championship, Santa Clara, Calif. 
7-12: Men’s tennis, ATP World Tour, ASB

Classic, Auckland, New Zealand 
7-12: Women’s tennis, WTA, Hobart

(Australia) International 
8: Women’s skiing, World Cup alpine,

slalom, Flachau, Austria. 
8-9: Snowboarding, World Cup, parallel

slalom, team parallel slalom, Bad 
Gastein, Austria. 

10: Pro Basketball, NBA contracts 
guaranteed for rest of season. 

10-13: Men’s golf, PGA Tour, Sony Open,
Honolulu 

10-13: Biathlon, World Cup, Oberhof,
Germany. 

10-27: Team Handball, Men’s World
Championships, various sites, 
Denmark and Germany. 

11: Major League Baseball, Salary 
arbitration figures exchanged. 

11-13: Speedskating, European 
Championships, Collalbo, Italy. 

11-13: Bobsleigh and Skeleton, World
Cup, Koenigssee, Germany. 

11-13: Men’s skiing, World Cup nordic
combined, Val di Fiemme, Italy. 

12: Motorcycle, AMA Supercross, 
Glendale, Ariz. 

12: Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
slopestyle, Font Romeu, France. 

12: Snowboarding, World Cup,
slopestyle, Kreishberg, Austria. 

12-13: Pro football, NFL Divisional 
playoffs. 

12-13: Ski jumping, Women’s World Cup,
Sapporo, Japan. 

12-13: Ski jumping, Women’s World Cup,
Val di Fiemme, Italy. 

12-13: Women’s skiing, World Cup alpine,
downhill, Super G, St. Anton, Austria. 

12-13: Cross-country skiing, World Cup,
Dresden, Germany. 

12-13: Men’s skiing, World Cup alpine, 
giant slalom and slalom, Adelboden,
Switzerland. 

12-13: Luge, World Cup, Sigulda, Latvia. 
13-16: Men’s golf, PGA Web.com, The 

Bahamas Great Exuma Classic, 
Great Exuma, Bahamas. 

14-27: Men’s and women’s tennis, 
ITF/Tennis Australia, Australian Open,
Melbourne 

15: Pro Basketball, Last day to sign NBA
two-way contracts. 

15: Women’s skiing, World Cup alpine,
giant slalom, Kronplatz, Italy. 

15-20: Cycling, UCI WorldTour, Australia. 
16-19: Men’s golf, European PGA, 

Abu Dhabi (UAE) Championship. 
16-20: Biathlon, World Cup, Ruhpolding,

Germany. 
17-20: Men’s golf, PGA Tour, Desert 

Challenge, La Quinta, Calif. 

SPORTS CALENDAR

NHL

HOW MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED
Sunday
1. Kansas (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. Eastern Michigan, Saturday. 
2. Duke (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. Clemson, Saturday, Jan. 5. 
3. Tennessee (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. Tennessee Tech, Saturday. 
4. Michigan (12-0) did not play. Next: vs. Binghamton, Sunday. 
5. Virginia (11-0) did not play. Next: vs. Marshall, Monday, Dec. 31. 
6. Nevada (12-0) did not play. Next: at Utah, Saturday. 
7. Auburn (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. North Florida, Saturday. 
8. Gonzaga (11-2) did not play. Next: vs. North Alabama, Friday. 
9. North Carolina (8-3) did not play. Next: vs. Davidson, Saturday. 

10. Michigan State (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. Northern Illinois, Saturday. 
11. Florida State (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. Winthrop, Tuesday, Jan. 1.
12. Texas Tech (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. Texas-Rio Grande Valley, Friday. 
13. Virginia Tech (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. Maryland-Eastern Shore, Friday. 
14. Buffalo (11-1) did not play. Next: at Canisius, Saturday. 
15. Ohio State (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. High Point, Saturday. 
16. Wisconsin (10-2) did not play. Next: at Western Kentucky, Saturday. 
17. Mississippi State (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. BYU, Saturday. 
18. Arizona State (9-2) did not play. Next: vs. Princeton, Saturday. 
19. Kentucky (9-2) did not play. Next: at Louisville, Saturday. 
20. Marquette (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. Southern University, Friday.
21. Houston (12-0) beat Coppin State 75-44. Next: vs. NJIT, Saturday. 
22. Indiana (11-2) did not play. Next: vs. Illinois, Thursday, Jan. 3. 
23. Iowa (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. Bryant, Saturday. 
24. Furman (12-1) did not play. Next: at ETSU, Saturday. 
25. Nebraska (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. SW Minn. State, Saturday.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

BASEBALL
NATIONAL LEAGUE
Cubs: Agreed to terms with RHP Kendall
Graveman on a one-year contract.

HOCKEY
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
NHL: Suspended San Jose D Erik Karls-
son two games for an illegal check to the
head of Los Angeles Kings forward
Austin Wagner during a Dec. 22 game.
Fined Nashville F Ryan Hartman $1,000
for spearing.
Washington: Re-assigned D Tyler Lew-
ington to Hershey (AHL).

SOCCER
MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
Atlanta: Named Frank de Boer coach and
agreed to terms with him on a multiyear
contract.
NATIONAL PREMIER SOCCER LEAGUE
New York: Re-signed M Danny Szetela.

COLLEGE
Florida State: Named Kendal Briles of-
fensive coordinator/quarterbacks coach.

TRANSACTIONS

HOW AP WOMEN’S TOP 25 FARED
Sunday
1. UConn (11-0) beadid not play. Next: at No. 6 Baylor, Thursday, Jan. 3. 
2. Notre Dame (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. Coppin State, Saturday. 
3. Louisville (12-0) did not play. Next: vs. North Carolina, Thursday, Jan. 3. 
4. Mississippi State (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. La.-Lafayette, Sunday, Dec. 30. 
5. Maryland (11-0) did not play. Next: at Penn State, Friday. 
6. Baylor (8-0) did not play. Next: vs. Texas-Rio Grande Valley, Monday. 
7. Oregon (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. Washington, Friday, Jan. 4. 
8. Stanford (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. Cal State Northridge, Saturday.
9. Tennessee (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. Murray State, Friday. 

10. N.C. State (12-0) did not play. Next: vs. Davidson, Sunday. 
11. Oregon State (8-1) did not play. Next: vs. Cal State Bakersfield, Saturday. 
12. Texas (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. Northwestern State, Saturday. 
13. Minnesota (11-0) did not play. Next: vs. Wisconsin, Friday.
14. California (8-1) did not play. Next: vs. Harvard, Sunday. 
15. Syracuse (11-2) did not play. Next: at Clemson, Thursday, Jan. 3. 
16. Iowa (9-2) did not play. Next: at No. 22 Michigan State, Sunday.
17. Arizona State (9-2) did not play. Next: at Arizona, Sunday. 
18. Kentucky (12-1) did not play. Next: vs. Sacred Heart, Saturday. 
19. Marquette (9-3) did not play. Next: vs. Providence, Saturday. 
20. DePaul (9-3) did not play. Next: vs. Creighton, Saturday. 
21. Gonzaga (11-1) did not play. Next: at Loyola Marymount, Saturday. 
22. Michigan State (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. No. 16 Iowa, Sunday. 
23. Texas A&M (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. Texas-Rio Grande Valley, Saturday. 
24. Miami (11-2) did not play. Next: vs. Florida A&M, Friday.
25. South Carolina (7-4) did not play. Next: vs. Furman, Sunday.

TEAM

CALENDAR 

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

@MIN
Noon

FOX-32,
AM-780

MIN
7

NBCSCH,
AM-670

@WSH
6

WGN-9,
AM-670

@TOR
5

NBCSCH,
AM-670

MIN
7:30

NBCSCH,
AM-720

@COL
8

NBCSCH,
AM-720

BULLS 112, CAVALIERS 92

BULLS MN FG-A FT-A REB A PF PTS

Holiday 34:22 5-8 2-2 0-5 1 2 15
Markkanen 32:21 11-18 4-4 0-4 3 2 31
Carter Jr. 19:08 2-7 1-2 2-7 2 4 5
Arcidiacono33:17 5-8 1-1 0-4 8 2 12
Dunn 28:41 8-11 1-1 0-8 7 5 17
Hutchison 32:27 2-3 0-0 1-5 1 0 4
Harrison 23:11 2-5 1-2 1-2 2 1 6
Lopez 19:50 5-9 1-1 1-3 0 1 11
Blakeney 13:33 2-6 4-4 0-3 2 1 8
Felicio 1:35 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 1 0
Alkins 1:35 1-3 0-0 2-2 0 0 3
TOTALS 43-78 15-17 7-43 26 19 112
Pcts: FG .551, FT .882. 3-pointers: 11-22, .500
(Markkanen 5-10, Holiday 3-5, Alkins 1-1, Arcidia-
cono 1-2, Harrison 1-2, Blakeney 0-1, Lopez 0-1).
Team rebs: 4. Team turnovers:11 (13 PTS). Blocks:
3 (Blakeney, Dunn, Lopez). Turnovers: 11 (Holiday
4, Lopez 3, Blakeney, Carter Jr., Dunn, Harrison).
Steals: 7 (Arcidiacono 3, Holiday 3, Dunn). Techni-
cal fouls: None.

CLE MN FG-A FT-A REB A PF PTS

Blssmgme 22:04 0-2 0-0 0-2 0 1 0
Osman 37:01 6-11 3-3 1-7 1 3 17
Nance Jr. 32:48 9-14 2-4 3-6 1 3 20
Burks 28:11 5-10 0-1 0-6 3 1 12
Sexton 32:51 3-16 0-0 1-3 3 1 6
Clarkson 30:52 8-13 0-0 1-1 1 1 17
Nwaba 20:45 2-4 3-5 0-3 0 5 7
Dllvdva 18:41 4-9 1-1 0-1 1 2 10
Zizic 12:46 0-3 0-0 1-2 1 2 0
Frye 2:26 1-2 0-0 0-0 0 1 3
Jones 1:35 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0
Hood 0:00 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0
TOTALS 38-84 9-14 7-31 11 20 92
Pcts: FG .452, FT .643. 3-pointers: 7-23, .304 (Os-
man 2-4, Burks 2-6, Frye 1-2, Clarkson 1-3, Dellave-
dova 1-3, Blossomgame 0-1, Nance Jr. 0-2, Sexton
0-2). Team rebs: 10. Team turnovers: 11 (18 PTS).
Turnovers: 11 (Burks 2, Clarkson 2, Nance Jr. 2,
Blossomgame, Dellavedova, Nwaba, Osman, Sex-
ton). Steals: 5 (Nance Jr. 3, Blossomgame, Sex-
ton).

BULLS 28 26 30 28 — 112
Cleveland 29 30 15 18 — 92

A: 19,432. T: 2:04.

PANTHERS 6, BLACKHAWKS 3

Florida 1 3 2—6
BLACKHAWKS 1 1 1—3

FIRST PERIOD: 1, BLACKHAWKS, Murphy
1 (Strome, Perlini), 13:23. 2, Florida,
Hawryluk 1 (Haley, Pysyk), 16:21. Penal-
ties: Hawryluk, FLA, (tripping), 6:02;
Toews, CHI, (hooking), 9:55; Saad, CHI,
(hooking), 19:29. 
SECOND PERIOD: 3, Florida, Hawryluk 2
(Matheson), 2:35. 4, BLACKHAWKS, De-
Brincat 17 (Toews, Strome), 4:56 (pp). 5,
Florida, Hoffman 17 (Weegar, Vatrano),
16:49 (pp). 6, Florida, McCann 6 (Wee-
gar), 17:20. Penalties: Vatrano, FLA, (de-
lay of game), 4:42; Keith, CHI, (cross
checking), 16:11. 
THIRD PERIOD: 7, Florida, Malgin 3 (Mc-
Cann), 0:59. 8, BLACKHAWKS, Strome 9
(Murphy, Kane), 9:35. 9, Florida, Vatrano
10 (Barkov, Yandle), 18:59. Penalties:
Brouwer, FLA, (hooking), 6:20. 
SHOTS ON GOAL:

Florida 9 14 4—27
BLACKHAWKS 9 812—29

POWER PLAYS: Florida 1-of-3; BLACK-
HAWKS 1-of-3. Goalies: Florida, Reimer
6-7-3 (29 shots-26 saves). BLACK-
HAWKS, Ward 6-6-4 (26-21). A: 21,789. 

SUNDAY’S RESULTS
MEN
MIDWEST
SIU-Edwardsville 82, N. Colorado 72 
EAST
St. Francis Brooklyn 72, Manhattan 56 
SOUTHWEST
Houston 75, Coppin St. 44 
TCU 82, Charlotte 57 
WEST
CS Northridge 81, Rider 80 
Hawaii 70, Colorado 62, (OT)
Indiana St. 84, UNLV 79 

WOMEN
EAST 
Buffalo 90, St. Bonaventure 43 

THURSDAY MEN’S SCHEDULE
MIDWEST
UMKC at Creighton, 7 

FRIDAY MEN’S SCHEDULE
MIDWEST
Detroit at Youngstown St., 1 
S. Dakota St. at W. Illinois, 4:30 
Albany (NY) at Kent St., 6 
UIC at Wright St., 6
Oakland at Cleveland St., 6 
Southern U. at Marquette, 7 
Purdue Fort Wayne at North Dakota, 7 
Denver at Nebraska-Omaha, 7:30 
South Dakota at N. Dakota St., 8 
EAST
Delaware at Hofstra, 6 
Drexel at Northeastern, 6 
SOUTH
Kennesaw St. at Georgia Tech, 3 
NC A&T at East Carolina, 6 
Loyola (Md.) at NC State, 6
IUPUI at N. Kentucky, 6 
Towson at Elon, 6
Md.-Eastern Shore at Virginia Tech, 6
James Madison at William & Mary, 6
Louisiana-Monroe at LSU, 7
SOUTHWEST
TCU at Hawaii Pacific, 6 
Rio Grande at Texas Tech, 6 
Texas-Arlington at Texas, 7
Austin Peay at Arkansas, 7
WEST
North Alabama at Gonzaga, 8 
Eastern Oregon at Utah St., 8
UC Riverside at Air Force, 8 
UC Davis at Loyola Marymount, 9

THURSDAY WOMEN’S SCHEDULE
SOUTH
SE Louisiana at LSU, 6:30 

FRIDAY WOMEN’S SCHEDULE
MIDWEST
Yale vs. Saint Louis 
at Boca Raton, Fla., 1:30

Ohio St. at Purdue, 3 
Youngstown St. at Detroit, 4
Purdue Fort Wayne at N. Dakota St., 5
Denver at Nebraska-Omaha, 5
Michigan at Nebraska, 6
Chicago St. at Bradley, 6
Wright St. at IUPUI, 6
Cleveland St. at Oakland, 6
S. Dakota St. at W. Illinois, 7
Green Bay at Milwaukee, 7

N. Kentucky at Ill.-Chicago, 7
Indiana at Illinois, 7
Wisconsin at Minnesota, 8
EAST
Harvard at Rhode Island, 1
Northwestern at Rutgers, 3
Hartford at CCSU, 6
Saint Joseph’s at Delaware, 6
Maryland at Penn St., 6
SOUTH
NC A&T at FAU, 11 a.m.
Presbyterian at Georgia, 1
North Florida at Mississippi, 1
Howard at North Carolina, 1
Murray St. at Tennessee, 6
Bethune-Cookman at Charlotte, 6

East Carolina at Duke, 6
Florida A&M at Miami, 6
Samford at Vanderbilt, 7 
WEST
Cal Poly at UCLA, 7
New Mexico St. at UC Riverside, 9

SATURDAY WOMEN’S SCHEDULE
MIDWEST
Harris-Stowe St. at SE Missouri, 11 a.m.
Ohio Dominican at Miami (Ohio), 1
Malone at Akron, 1
Bucknell at Iowa St., 1
N. Iowa at Kansas St., 1
Providence at Marquette, 2
Creighton at DePaul, 7

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Toronto 25 10 .714 — 5-5 L-1 13-4 12-6 15-6
Philadelphia 22 12 .647 21⁄2 6-4 W-2 16-3 6-9 17-10
Boston 19 13 .594 41⁄2 7-3 W-1 10-5 9-8 14-7
Brooklyn 16 19 .457 9 8-2 W-1 8-11 8-8 12-8
New York 9 25 .265 151⁄2 1-9 L-4 4-11 5-14 6-20

SOUTHEAST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Charlotte 16 16 .500 — 5-5 L-1 12-7 4-9 15-10
Miami 16 16 .500 — 7-3 W-5 7-9 9-7 7-12
Orlando 14 18 .438 2 4-6 L-3 8-10 6-8 9-9
Washington 13 21 .382 4 3-7 L-1 9-6 4-15 7-12
Atlanta 9 23 .281 7 4-6 W-3 5-9 4-14 7-14

CENTRAL W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Milwaukee 22 10 .688 — 7-3 L-1 14-3 8-7 14-5
Indiana 22 12 .647 1 8-2 W-2 12-5 10-7 16-5
Detroit 15 16 .484 61⁄2 2-8 L-2 10-8 5-8 11-13
Chicago 9 25 .265 14 4-6 W-2 5-12 4-13 6-14
Cleveland 8 26 .235 15 3-7 L-3 5-13 3-13 7-18

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Houston 17 15 .531 — 6-4 W-1 10-5 7-10 10-11
San Antonio 18 16 .529 — 7-3 L-1 13-5 5-11 14-11
Memphis 17 16 .515 1⁄2 3-7 W-1 9-6 8-10 12-11
Dallas 15 17 .469 2 3-7 L-6 13-3 2-14 8-14
New Orleans 15 19 .441 3 3-7 L-4 11-5 4-14 8-11

NORTHWEST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Denver 21 10 .677 — 7-3 L-1 13-3 8-7 13-5
Oklahoma City 21 11 .656 1⁄2 6-4 L-1 12-4 9-7 11-9
Portland 19 14 .576 3 6-4 W-1 13-5 6-9 11-11
Utah 16 18 .471 61⁄2 5-5 L-1 6-7 10-11 11-12
Minnesota 15 18 .455 7 4-6 W-1 12-5 3-13 8-14

PACIFIC W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Golden State 23 11 .676 — 8-2 W-2 15-3 8-8 13-7
L.A. Lakers 19 14 .576 31⁄2 5-5 L-1 12-5 7-9 13-9
L.A. Clippers 19 14 .576 31⁄2 3-7 L-1 11-4 8-10 14-10
Sacramento 18 15 .545 41⁄2 6-4 W-2 9-7 9-8 11-12
Phoenix 8 26 .235 15 4-6 L-2 5-11 3-15 5-15

through Sunday

SUNDAY’S RESULTS 
Bulls 112, Cleveland 92
Atlanta 98, Detroit 95
Indiana 105, Washington 89
Boston 119, Charlotte 103
Brooklyn 111, Phoenix 103
Miami 115, Orlando 91
Sacramento 122, N. Orleans 117
Minnesota 114, Okla. City 112
Golden St. 129, L.A. Clippers 127
Portland 121, Dallas 118 (OT)
Memphis 107, L.A. Lakers 99

MONDAY’S SCHEDULE
No games scheduled

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE
Milwaukee at New York, 11 *a.m. 
Oklahoma City at Houston, 2
Philadelphia at Boston, 4:30
L.A. Lakers at Golden State, 7
Portland at Utah, 9:30 
WEDNESDAY’S SCHEDULE
Minnesota at Bulls, 7 
Phoenix at Orlando, 6 
Washington at Detroit, 6 
Charlotte at Brooklyn, 6:30 
Indiana at Atlanta, 6:30 
Toronto at Miami, 6:30 
Cleveland at Memphis, 7 
Denver at San Antonio, 7:30 
New Orleans at Dallas, 7:30 
Sacramento 
at L.A. Clippers, 9:30

SATURDAY’S RESULTS 
L.A. Clippers 132, Denver 111
Philadelphia 126, Toronto 101
Wash. 149, Phoenix 146 (3 OT)
Miami 94, Milwaukee 87
Houston 108, San Antonio 101
Golden State 120, Dallas 116
Oklahoma City 107, Utah 106

CALENDAR
Jan. 5: 10-day contracts can be
signed. 
Feb. 7: Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST.
Feb. 17: NBA All-Star Game, Char-
lotte, N.C. 
April 13: Playoffs begin.

EASTERN CONFERENCE

ATLANTIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Tampa Bay 37 28 7 2 58 154 106 15-4-0 13-3-2 10-2-0
Toronto 37 25 10 2 52 140 103 12-5-1 13-5-1 6-4-2
Buffalo 37 21 11 5 47 111 105 12-4-2 9-7-3 7-4-2
Boston 37 20 13 4 44 105 96 13-4-0 7-9-4 9-6-1
Montreal 37 19 13 5 43 115 117 10-7-2 9-6-3 5-4-4
Florida 35 15 14 6 36 115 125 7-5-4 8-9-2 7-2-3
Detroit 38 15 17 6 36 109 126 8-9-3 7-8-3 4-7-3
Ottawa 37 15 18 4 34 118 144 11-6-3 4-12-1 6-8-2

METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Washington 35 22 10 3 47 129 103 11-5-2 11-5-1 7-3-1
Columbus 36 21 12 3 45 117 109 10-7-2 11-5-1 7-4-1
Pittsburgh 36 18 12 6 42 119 110 10-7-2 8-5-4 6-5-1
N.Y. Islanders 35 18 13 4 40 101 98 8-5-3 10-8-1 10-3-1
N.Y. Rangers 35 15 14 6 36 102 115 11-4-4 4-10-2 2-4-2
Carolina 35 15 15 5 35 90 103 9-7-4 6-8-1 3-4-2
Philadelphia 35 15 16 4 34 104 125 7-8-2 8-8-2 4-4-1
New Jersey 35 12 16 7 31 102 125 9-4-4 3-12-3 4-6-1

WESTERN CONFERENCE

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Winnipeg 36 24 10 2 50 128 101 13-4-2 11-6-0 7-4-0
Nashville 37 22 13 2 46 111 95 14-5-0 8-8-2 6-3-0
Colorado 37 19 12 6 44 129 115 8-5-3 11-7-3 4-4-2
Dallas 37 18 16 3 39 99 102 11-5-1 7-11-2 2-4-1
Minnesota 35 17 15 3 37 103 99 10-6-3 7-9-0 6-3-1
St. Louis 34 14 16 4 32 96 114 8-9-2 6-7-2 5-6-3
Chicago 39 13 20 6 32 111 145 7-8-4 6-12-2 7-4-2

PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Calgary 37 22 12 3 47 127 103 11-4-3 11-8-0 6-5-0
San Jose 38 19 12 7 45 124 115 11-4-4 8-8-3 5-2-3
Vegas 39 20 15 4 44 117 112 11-3-3 9-12-1 7-3-2
Anaheim 38 19 14 5 43 95 109 10-4-5 9-10-0 5-3-2
Edmonton 36 18 15 3 39 102 111 10-6-1 8-9-2 4-4-1
Vancouver 39 17 18 4 38 117 125 9-9-1 8-9-3 4-5-1
Arizona 35 16 18 2 34 93 101 7-10-1 9-8-1 4-3-1
Los Angeles 37 14 20 3 31 86 112 8-10-1 6-10-2 6-5-1

Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss. Top three teams in each division
and two wild cards per conference advance to playoffs. through Sunday

SUNDAY’S RESULTS
Florida 6, Blackhawks 3
Columbus 3, New Jersey 0 
Carolina 5, Boston 3 
Philadelphia 3, N.Y. Rangers 2 (SO)
Toronto 5, Detroit 4 (OT)
N.Y. Islanders 3, Dallas 1
Los Angeles 4, Vegas 3 (OT)
Arizona 4, San Jose 3 (SO)

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY
No games scheduled
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
Minnesota at Blackhawks, 7:30
New Jersey at Boston, 6
Columbus at N.Y. Rangers, 6
Detroit at Pittsburgh, 6
Carolina at Washington, 6
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay, 6:30
Buffalo at St. Louis, 7
Dallas at Nashville, 7
Calgary at Winnipeg, 7
Vancouver at Edmonton, 8
Colorado at Vegas, 9
Arizona at Los Angeles, 9:30 
Anaheim at San Jose, 9:30

CALENDAR
Jan. 1: Winter Classic, Boston at Chi-
cago, Notre Dame Stadium, South Bend,
Ind.

WORLD RANKINGS
RK. GOLFER COUNTRY AVG

1. Brooks Koepka U.S. 9.92
2. Justin Rose England 9.91
3. Dustin Johnson U.S. 8.63
4. Justin Thomas U.S. 8.21
5.B. DeChambeau U.S. 7.08
6. Jon Rahm Spain 6.71
7. Francesco Molinari Italy 6.20
8. Rory McIlroy N. Ireland 6.18
9. Rickie Fowler U.S. 5.69

10. Tony Finau U.S. 5.68
11. Xander Schauffele U.S. 5.63
12. Tommy Fleetwood England 5.55
13. Tiger Woods U.S. 5.48
14. Jason Day Australia 5.48
15. Patrick Reed U.S. 5.14
16. Jordan Spieth U.S. 4.86
17. Bubba Watson U.S. 4.81
18. Patrick Cantlay U.S. 4.66
19. Alex Noren Sweden 4.47
20. Marc Leishman Australia 4.47
21. Webb Simpson U.S. 4.44
22. Paul Casey England 4.12
23. Sergio Garcia Spain 3.82
24. Tyrrell Hatton England 3.82
25. Henrik Stenson Sweden 3.78
26. Louis Oosthuizen S. Africa 3.76
27. Hideki Matsuyama Japan 3.68
28. Cameron Smith Australia 3.60
29. Rafa Cabrera Bello Spain 3.59
30. Keegan Bradley U.S. 3.48
31. Gary Woodland U.S. 3.43
32. Phil Mickelson U.S. 3.39
33. Kyle Stanley U.S. 3.32
34. Matt Kuchar U.S. 3.32
35. Eddie Pepperrell England 3.08
36. Billy Horschel U.S. 3.04
37. Kevin Kisner U.S. 3.00
38. Kiradech Aphibarnrat Thailand 3.00
39. Ian Poulter England 2.88
40. Matthew Fitzpatrick England 2.87
41. Adam Scott Australia 2.86
42. Haotong Li CHN 2.80
43. Thorbjorn Olesen Denmark 2.75
44. Matt Wallace England 2.58
45. Lucas Bjerregaard Denmark 2.52
46. Kevin Na U.S. 2.51
47. Satoshi Kodaira Japan 2.50
48. Emiliano Grillo Argentina 2.49
49. Branden Grace S. Africa 2.45
50. Brandt Snedeker U.S. 2.43

GOLF

BASEBALL: The A’s re-signed RHP Mike Fiers to
a two-year contract worth up to $15 million,
MLB.com reported. Fiers, 33, went 12-8 with a 3.56
ERA last season, helping the A’s to a postseason
berth after being acquired from the Tigers in
August. With an expected arbitration number of
around $10 million, the A’s had initially not
tendered Fiers a contract, making him a free
agent.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL: Two LSU players were
trying to sell an electronic item when one of them
fatally shot an 18-year-old man trying to rob them
Saturday, Baton Rouge, La., police said in a
statement. The Associated Press reported that the
players were RB Clyde Edwards-Helaire and LB
Jared Smallwere. The man killed was identified by
police as Kobe Johnson. He wasn’t an LSU student
and died at the scene. The players called police,
waited at the scene, were questioned and were
released while the investigation continues. After
Johnson displayed a weapon, one of the players
pulled out a handgun and fired multiple times,
police said. Authorities haven’t said whether the
player was licensed to carry the firearm he used.
LSU hasn’t yet decided on Edwards-Helaire’s and
Johnson’s status for the Tigers game against UCF
in the Fiesta Bowl on Jan. 1. ... Florida State made it
official, announcing that it hired former Houston
assistant Kendal Briles as its offensive coordinator
and QBs coach. Briles, 36, replaces Walt Bell, who
took the head coaching job at UMass earlier this
month. ... J’Mar Smith threw one TD pass and ran
for another in a big third quarter to lead Louisiana
Tech to a 31-14 win over Hawaii in the Hawaii
Bowl on Saturday night in Honolulu. The Bulldogs
(8-5) rallied from a 7-3 halftime deficit to secure
their fifth bowl victory in as many seasons, a
program first. Louisiana Tech DE Jaylon Ferguson
became the NCAA’s career sacks leader when he
dropped Hawaii QB Chevan Cordeiro for a 2-yard
loss late in the third. Ferguson’s 45 sacks broke the
previous mark set by Arizona State’s Terrell Suggs.
Hawaii (8-6) played without WR John Ursua, who
leads the nation with 16 TD catches. Ursua,
sidelined with an undisclosed injury, was ruled
out just minutes before the start of the game. 

SOCCER: Harry Kane and Son Heung-min each
scored twice to help Tottenham rout host Everton
6-2 in English Premier League play. With the
victory, Tottenham moved within two points of
second-place Manchester City and within six of
leader Liverpool. ... Wissam Ben Yedder scored in
stoppage time to help 10-man Sevilla stay
unbeaten in eight La Liga matches with a 1-1 draw
against host Leganes. Sevilla remained in third
place, two behind second-place Atletico Madrid
and five back of leader Barcelona. ... Bayer
Leverkusen fired coach Heiko Herrlich and hired
former Borussia Dortmund coach Peter Bosz as
his replacement. Leverkusen is ninth in the
Bundesliga standings. ... MLS champ Atlanta
United hired Frank de Boer as its coach. De Boer,
48, appeared in two World Cups for the
Netherlands during an illustrious playing career
and went on to capture four straight league titles
as coach of Ajax. He replaces Tata Martino, who
left Atlanta United after two seasons amid reports
that he’s taking over as coach of the Mexican
national team. ... Inter Milan banned midfielder
Radja Nainggolan. He reportedly was late for
training several times in the last week.

— Edited from news services

IN BRIEF

Steph Curry made a layup with 0.5 seconds
left, and the Warriors outlasted the Clippers
129-127 in an emotionally charged game Sunday
night. 

Curry had 42 points to tie his second-highest
scoring output of the season. He also got the last
laugh after he exchanged heated words with
Clippers guard Patrick Beverley in the first
quarter. 

The Clippers’ Avery Bradley tied it at 127 with
a dunk with 20.6 seconds remaining. On the next
possession, Curry had Montrezl Harrell on him
at the top of the key, drove down the middle of the
lane and converted the layup off the glass for the
winner. 

Tobias Harris missed a shot as time expired,
giving the Warriors their eighth victory in 10
games. 
■ Kyrie Irving scored 25 points as the Celtics
ended a three-game skid with a 119-103 win over
the Hornets. Al Horford returned after missing
seven games with a sore left knee and had 10
points in 19 minutes. ... Andrew Wiggins scored
30 points and hit the go-ahead layup with 14
seconds left to lift the Timberwolves over the
Thunder 114-112. AP

Curry has the last
word for Warriors 

Sergei Bobrovsky made 39 saves, Artemi Panarin
had a goal and an assist and the Blue Jackets beat
the Devils 3-0 on Sunday in Newark, N.J., for their
fourth consecutive victory.

Cam Atkinson and Oliver Bjorkstrand added
first-period goals for the Blue Jackets, who trail the
first-place Capitals by two points in the Met-
ropolitan Division going into the league’s holiday
break. The shutout was Bobrovsky’s second of the
season and 26th of his career. 

The Blue Jackets also beat the Devils last week.
■ The league suspended Sharks D Erik Karlsson
two games for an illegal check to the head of Kings F
Austin Wagner on Saturday. He will return on New
Year’s Eve against the Flames. ... The league fined
Predators F Ryan Hartman $1,000 for spearing
Bruins F Chris Wagner on Saturday. ... The Sabres
announced that longtime team broadcaster Rick
Jeanneret is “resting and doing well” after leaving
the press box Saturday night on a stretcher.
Jeanneret, 76, was hospitalized but plans to return
to the booth following the league’s three-day
Christmas break. The Sabres didn’t reveal the
reason why Jeanneret was hospitalized. AP

Blue Jackets earn
4th straight victory

NBA

NHL
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Shavitz, Ernest
Ernest Shavitz, 97. Beloved husband
for 72 years of Evelyn Shavitz nee
Lazar. Loving father of Donna Solon,
Mark (Debra) Shavitz, Russell (Cyndy)
Shavitz and Kiengtong (Mui Heng) Lay.
Proud grandfather of Barbara (Brock)
Craft, Matthew Solon, Bronson (Andrea)

Shavitz, Diana (Jaron) Baker, Sou (Mike) Cha, Li
Lay and Ti Lay. Cherished great grandfather of
Madeline, Eleanore, Hayden and Sienna. Service
Monday 11AM at Chicago Jewish Funerals,
8851 Skokie Blvd. (at Niles Center Road) Skokie.
Interment Zion Gardens. Memorial contributions
to Honor Flight Chicago, 9701 W. Higgins Rd., Suite
310, Rosemont, IL 60018-4703, www.honorflight-
chicago.org would be appreciated. Arrangements
by Chicago Jewish Funerals-Skokie Chapel,
847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Francis J. Durkin, age 86; beloved husband of the
late Patricia; loving father of Barbara English,
Kevin (Karen), Diane (Robert) Springer and Karen
(Ronald) Solowsky; cherished grandfather of 8;
dear brother of John (Kathy), Patricia (Al) Sumoski,
James (Verena), the late Thomas (Judy) Durkin; fond
uncle and great uncle to many. Fran was a mem-
ber of The Pipe Fitters Local 597 for many years.
Visitation Wednesday 3-9 P.M. Funeral Thursday
9:15 A.M. from Lawn Funeral Home 7732 W. 159th
St. Orland Park to St. Julie Billiart Church Mass 10
A.M. Interment Private. Funeral Info: 708-429-3200

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Durkin, Francis J.

Beatrice Bianucci (nee Tintori), of Brookfield.
Beloved wife of the late Enzo
Bianucci. Loving mother
of Barbara (Robert) Meyer,
David (Deborah) and William.
Devoted grandmother of
Carolyn, Diane, and Tom
Meyer, Matthew and Robert
Bianucci, and Robert and
Caroline Colletti. Fond sister
of Eva. Dear aunt and friend
of many. Bea enjoyed work-

ing for many years as the secretary in the dean’s
office at Lyons Township High School North Campus.
She was a selfless friend, wife, sister and mother
who always prioritized the happiness of those
around her. Bea especially enjoyed being a loving
Nonny to her adoring grandchildren, spoiling them
with ice cream and treats at every opportunity.
Visitation Friday, December 28th 10:30am until time
of Funeral Mass 11:30am at St. Barbara Church,
4008 Prairie Ave., Brookfield. Entombment to fol-
low at Queen of Heaven Cemetery, Hillside. In lieu
of flowers, memorials to Greater Chicago Food
Depository or to your own favorite charity appreci-
ated. Arrangements entrusted to Hallowell & James

Funeral Home: 708-352-6500/hjfunerals.com

Bianucci, Beatrice ‘Bea’

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries
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OBITUARIES

In 1809 frontiersman Kit
Carson was born Christo-
pher Carson in Madison
County, Ky. 

In 1814 the War of 1812
officially ended as the
United States and Britain
signed the Treaty of Ghent
in Belgium. 

In 1851 fire devastated the
Library of Congress in
Washington, D.C., destroy-
ing about 35,000 volumes. 

In 1865 several veterans of
the Confederate Army
formed a private social club
in Pulaski, Tenn., called the
Ku Klux Klan. 

In 1871 Giuseppe Verdi’s
opera “Aida” had its world
premiere in Cairo to cele-
brate the opening of the
Suez Canal. 

In 1905 Howard Hughes,
the wealthy manufacturer,
aviator and film producer
known later in life for his

reclusive tendencies, was
born in Houston. 

In 1906 Canadian physicist
Reginald A. Fessenden be-
came the first person to
broadcast a music program
over radio, from Brant
Rock, Mass.

In 1920 Enrico Caruso gave
his last public performance,
singing in Jacques Halevy’s
“La Juive” at the Met-
ropolitan Opera in New
York.

In 1922 actress Ava Gard-
ner was born outside
Smithfield, N.C.

In 1943 President Franklin
Roosevelt appointed Gen.
Dwight Eisenhower
supreme commander of Al-
lied forces as part of Opera-
tion Overlord.

In 1951 Gian Carlo Me-
notti’s “Amahl and the
Night Visitors,” the first
opera written specifically
for television, was first
broadcast by NBC TV. 

In 1968 the Apollo 8 astro-
nauts, orbiting the moon,
read passages from the Old
Testament Book of Genesis
during a Christmas Eve
television broadcast. 

In 1980 Americans remem-
bered the U.S. hostages in
Iran by burning candles or
shining lights for 417 sec-
onds — one second for each
day of captivity. 

In 1989 ousted Pana-
manian ruler Manuel Nor-
iega, who had succeeded in
eluding U.S. forces, took
refuge at the Vatican’s dip-
lomatic mission in Panama
City. 

In 1992 President George
H.W. Bush pardoned for-
mer Defense Secretary Cas-
par Weinberger and five
others in the Iran-contra
scandal. 

In 1994 armed Islamic fun-
damentalists hijacked an
Air France Airbus A-300
carrying 227 passengers at
the Algiers airport; three
passengers were killed dur-
ing the siege before the
hijackers were killed by
French commandos in Mar-
seille two days later.

In 2002 Laci Peterson was
reported missing from her
Modesto, Calif., home, by
her husband, Scott, who
was later convicted of mur-
dering her and their unborn
son.

In 2011 McGlother “Mac”
Irvin, a club basketball pio-
neer known as the “Godfa-
ther” of Chicago basketball,
who helped hundreds of
children earn college schol-
arships, died; he was 74. 

Chicago Daily Tribune
ON DECEMBER 24 ...

NEW YORK – 
As Dr. Seuss neared the

end of his life, the children’s
author told his wife that she
would have to look after the
Cat in the Hat, the Lorax,
the Grinch and all the belov-
ed characters he created.

It was a mission Audrey
Geisel embraced for more
than a quarter-century. As
overseer of Dr. Seuss’ prolif-
ic and lucrative literary es-
tate, she carefully guarded
the whimsical works of the
writer and illustrator less
known as Theodor Geisel
and expanded the Seuss
legacy. She promoted a
highly profitable multime-
dia brand, from books and
films to theme park rides
and the Broadway show
“Seussical.”

Audrey Geisel, 97, died
Wednesday at her home in
the La Jolla section of San
Diego, Random House Chil-
dren’s Books announced.

Geisel, who founded Dr.
Seuss Enterprises, said she
took to heart the responsi-
bility her husband left her
when he died in 1991.

“You keep a firm control
as if they really were your
children,” Geisel told The
Associated Press in 1998. “I
don’t want the Cat in a bad
part of town, so to speak.”

But she went far beyond
keeping a tight grip on the
empire. She broadly ex-
panded it beyond what her
husband cared to do while
creating his 47 children’s
stories.

And, oh, the places she
went with it.

More than 10 million Dr.
Seuss books sell each year
and new works are coming
out, such as last spring’s
“Dr. Seuss’s First 100
words,” according to Ran-
dom House.

The 2000 live-action film
version of “How the Grinch
Stole Christmas,” starring
Jim Carrey, was a box-office
smash. But Audrey Geisel
and critics despised the
2003 live-action adaptation
of “The Cat in the Hat” that
starred Mike Myers of
“Austin Powers” fame.

“I never saw ‘Austin Pow-
ers,’ but I knew ‘Yeah, baby!’
and I didn’t want ‘Yeah,
baby!’ at all,” she told the AP
in 2004.

Geisel is credited as exe-
cutive producer of the ani-

mated film “The Grinch,”
which was released last
month and tapped Benedict
Cumberbatch to voice the
title character.

A poll conducted by AP-
NORC earlier this month
put “The Grinch” just be-
hind “It’s a Wonderful Life”
of favorite holiday films or
television. It didn’t specify if
it was the Carrey version or
the animated 1966 classic
produced by Chuck Jones
and narrated by Boris
Karloff.

The movies have been
lucrative, with the recent
“Grinch” production earn-
ing $245 million at the box
office, according to Com-
score. Animated film ver-
sions of “The Lorax” raked
in $214 million and “Horton
Hears a Who” made $154
million.

While Geisel has kept a
tight rein on productions
and merchandising, some of
those efforts may have de-
parted from Seuss’ spirit,
said Philip Nel, an English
professor at Kansas State
University, who wrote “Dr.
Seuss: American Icon.”

A group of books, for
example, that use the Cat in
the Hat as a conventional
educator stray from the
character’s rebellious roots,
Nel said. Another book ti-
tled “Seuss-isms for Suc-
cess” takes Seuss quotes out
of context to apply to busi-
ness situations.

“There’s been some
pretty great stuff too,” Nel
said. “The animated Horton
film was really thoughtfully
done and understood the
Seuss universe really well.”

Geisel was a Chicago
native and former nursing
student at Indiana Uni-
versity.

She and Theodor Geisel,
who was 17 years older,
were both married to other
people when they began an
affair in the 1960s. His first
wife, Helen, killed herself.

Audrey Geisel sent the
two daughters she had with
her first husband to board-
ing school after the Geisels
married in 1968. The couple
had no children together —
Seuss was not particularly
fond of kids, she said.

“He was afraid of chil-
dren to a degree,” Audrey
Geisel told AP.

Geisel said she under-
stood the gravity of what
she was undertaking when
her husband died but said
she was surprised how
much work it was to over-
see the business and philan-
thropy of the Dr. Seuss
Foundation.

She tooled around tony
La Jolla in a Cadillac with a
license plate that read:
GRINCH. And she showed
up at events that celebrated
her late husband.

In 2002, Geisel helped
unveil bronze sculptures of
Seuss and some of his most
beloved characters at The
Seuss Memorial in his
hometown of Springfield,
Mass. The works were cre-
ated by her daughter, Lark
Grey Dimond-Cates.

When Audrey Geisel un-
veiled the sculpture of her
late husband seated at his
desk, her light blue eyes
brimmed with tears as she
bent down and kissed it.

Despite any anxiety her
husband may have had
around children, she
wanted kids to crawl on the
sturdy works.

“I’d like certain parts of it
to get real shiny,” she said,
“because they have been
rubbed so many times by
little grubby hands.”

In addition to being
Seuss’ protector and pro-
moter, she also influenced
his work.

When Seuss was writing
the book that became “The
Lorax,” he got writer’s block
and she suggested they take
a trip to get unstuck, Nel
said. They traveled to Ken-
ya, where workers cutting
down acacia trees sparked
an idea.

“He thought, ‘They can’t
cut down my Dr. Seuss
trees’ — which he renamed
truffula trees — and in-
vented the Lorax to protect
them,” Nel said.

AUDREY GEISEL 1921-2018

Widow of Dr. Seuss,
expanded story empire

Audrey Geisel, widow of Dr.

Seuss creator Theodor

Geisel, appears during an

interview in 2004.

LENNY IGNELZI/AP 

By Brian Melley
Associated Press

ILLINOIS

Dec. 23 

Pick 3 midday .......................... 043 / 4

Pick 4 midday ........................ 6337 / 7

Lucky Day Lotto midday .....................

01 15 20 39 45

Pick 3 evening .......................... 987 / 8

Pick 4 evening ....................... 0795 / 3

Lucky Day Lotto evening ....................

09 13 20 36 44

Dec. 24 Lotto: $4.25M

Dec. 25 Mega Millions: $321M

Dec. 26 Powerball: $294M

WISCONSIN

Dec. 23 

Pick 3 ................................................ 552

Pick 4 .............................................. 2623

Badger 5 ....................... 01 21 28 29 30

SuperCash ............. 20 21 24 27 31 32

INDIANA

Dec. 23 

Daily 3 midday ......................... 480 / 8

Daily 4 midday ....................... 8403 / 8

Daily 3 evening ......................... 632 / 4

Daily 4 evening ...................... 9292 / 4

Cash 5 ........................... 03 06 24 27 41

MICHIGAN

Dec. 23 

Daily 3 midday ............................... 284

Daily 4 midday ............................. 1355

Daily 3 evening ............................... 579

Daily 4 evening ............................ 0890

Fantasy 5 ..................... 01 19 22 29 37

Keno ......................... 09 10 16 20 24 25

27 31 34 35 38 40 44 45

47 52 64 67 72 75 78 79

WINNING LOTTERY NUMBERS

More winning numbers at 

chicagotribune.com/lottery
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LAS VEGAS — The men and
women who help decide the
future of NBA hopefuls sit behind
tables and desks inside the mas-
sive halls at the Mandalay Bay
Convention Center.

They see how wide players’
shoulders are, how they almost
take up two seats. They see how
players bound up from the bench
when the coach shouts their
name, signaling for them to get
into the game. They see how the
ball leaves a shooter’s hand from
behind the 3-point arc, the way his
feet move (or don’t) on defense.

It’s up to them — unless you’re
Anthony Bennett. Then, it’s kind
of up to you.

The No. 1 pick in the 2013 NBA
draft is trying to save his career in
the NBA’s G League, playing this
week in the Winter Showcase for
the Agua Caliente Clippers of
Ontario. He has as much talent as
anyone in town. He just has to
prove to the people watching that
he’s not the player who floun-
dered with five different teams
since the Cleveland Cavaliers took
him first.

Bennett, 25, is averaging 14.1
points while making nearly half of
his 3-point shots this season.
Clippers coaches and executives
have been surprised with his work
ethic — a red flag that had gotten
attached to him early in his NBA
career.

He was more than a disappoint-
ment as a pro, never averaging
more than 5.2 points per game.
Cleveland could’ve taken All-Stars
Victor Oladipo (picked second) or
Giannis Antetokounmpo (picked
15th) or future stalwart centers in
Steven Adams or Rudy Gobert.

Instead, they selected Bennett,
whom they traded to Minnesota
after one season. It was another in
a series of moves over five years
for the Toronto native, who had
already relocated to Beckley,
W.Va., as a junior in high school to
play at Mountain State Academy,
which closed the next year. He
transferred to Findlay Prep in
Henderson, Nev., for his senior
year and would become a one-
and-done player at UNLV.

He developed a reputation. It’s
one of the first things that comes
up when scouts and front-office
folks talk about Bennett. “Does he
love basketball? Does he love to
work?” they ask. There are stories
about locker room naps and bad
diets.

There has to be a reason why a
former No. 1 pick didn’t pan out.

The people who have worked
with him in Ontario say they’ve
seen no signs of laziness. They see
a player who wants to work, who
wants to get better. The stories
have either been exaggerated or

Bennett has changed.
He’s still fighting to get back.

He’s not pouting about being out
of the NBA. He’s not blaming
anything on his asthma, or in-
juries, or instability that comes
from being traded and waived and
signed by his third team before his

23rd birthday.
“It’s life. It’s just the way the ball

rolls,” Bennett told the Los Ange-
les Times. “How do I say this? I’ve
just tried to play the hand I’ve
been dealt. Every year has been a
struggle. Every year has been a
challenge. Something new has

always come up. But every year,
I’ve been able to stick with it. I
think that says a lot about me. A lot
of people in my shoes would’ve
quit.”

He showed his value on open-
ing night of the Winter Showcase,
a four-day event where the G
League teams gather for 27 games.
Bennett got hot in the second half
to finish with 16 points on just
eight shots in 22 minutes.

His shooting from deep has him
on the radar of multiple NBA
teams, according to sources not
authorized to speak publicly.
Teams have been asking questions
about him, trying to gauge how it’s
gone in his first season with the
Clippers. Because he’s not on the
Clippers’ NBA roster or desig-
nated as one of their two two-way
players, Bennett can be signed by
any team.

“I know a lot of people are
talking, especially about my shoot-
ing,” he said. “At the same time, I
try not to let that get the best of me
or change the way I play.”

In his final game at the Winter
Showcase, Bennett struggled. He
looked bothered by a couple of
questionable calls. He left a pair of
3-point shots well short, failing to
even hit the rim.

“That’s Anthony Bennett,” one
Eastern Conference scout texted
during the game.

He’s undoubtedly flawed. NBA
folks might wish he was a little
taller or a little slimmer, hope he
was a more consistent and versa-
tile defender.

But that’s everyone in the G
League, a place filled with players
who have shortcomings. Ask the
men and women sitting at those
tables who they’ve really liked and
who is available, and you probably
won’t get the same answer.

If a team is looking for a power
forward who can spread the floor,
maybe they’ll look past some of
Bennett’s flaws and give the for-
mer No. 1 overall pick another shot
— maybe his last — to prove he’s an
NBA player.

If it’s all weighing on Bennett’s
shoulders, he’s not acting like it.
He said he’s happy to be playing,
even if it means a life of connect-
ing commercial flights to smaller
cities, worse hotels and smaller
gyms with fewer fans.

“I’m playing ball. That’s most
important to me. I’m playing
basketball,” he said.

“You just have to make the best
of it. It really shows the grind you
have to go through to pretty much
see yourself get back on top.”

During a game in 2016 with the Nets, former No. 1 overall draft pick Anthony Bennett shoots over Clippers forward Blake Griffin.

MARK J. TERRILL/AP 

For Bennett, once a No. 1
pick, it’s still NBA or bust
By Dan Woike
Los Angeles Times

During a preseason game in 2013, Bennett, left, struggles with the Magic’s Andrew Nicholson.

JOSHUA C. CRUEY/ORLANDO SENTINEL
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There is a hashtag that crops
up online after games like
the one Georgetown

played Saturday.
It’s a popular portmanteau

among certain Hoyas faithful,
deployed most commonly when,
say, starting freshman shooting
guard Mac McClung drops 38
points in an overtime win against
Arkansas-Little Rock and starting
freshman point guard James Ak-
injo adds 25, as they did Saturday
at Capital One Arena.

It happened after Georgetown
won a thrilling game at Illinois
earlier this season, too, when
Akinjo scored a team-high 19
points and his backcourt partner
added 12. Head online, and there it
is, accompanied by a smiley-face
emoji, a GIF or a highlight from
the game: #Mackinjo.

“It becomes really fun,” Akinjo
said Saturday, when asked what it
feels like to play basketball when
he and McClung are hot, a hint of a
smile appearing on the ultraseri-
ous freshman’s face for the first
time all afternoon.

“You get the crowd involved.
He’s making shots. I’m making a
couple of plays here and there.
You know, it’s really fun playing
with him. He makes it easy for me,
and our team as well.”

#Mackinjo has been getting
quite a bit of play so far this young
season, and for good reason. The
pair entered Georgetown as per-
haps the most buzzed-about
freshman backcourt since 2007,
when McDonald’s All-Americans
Chris Wright and Austin Freeman
signed with the Hoyas. More
broadly, the duo is part of George-
town’s most exciting freshman
class in years alongside four-star
forward Josh LeBlanc.

Akinjo is Georgetown’s second-
leading scorer behind senior cen-
ter Jessie Govan, averaging 14.6
points per game; McClung is right
behind him in third, averaging
12.3; and LeBlanc is fourth, aver-
aging 8.8 points and a team-high
7.8 rebounds per game off the
bench. The forward had his break-
out game last week with his
second double-double of the sea-
son, a 10-point, 10-rebound per-
formance that earned him a start
when forward Trey Mourning
was out with an injury Saturday.
Akinjo has led the team in scoring
in three different games this
season, and he and McClung have
earned Big East freshman of the
week honors — Akinjo after the
Illinois game and McClung on
Sunday.

“They’re still growing” is coach
Patrick Ewing’s careful response
whenever he is asked whether his
freshmen are living up to expecta-
tions, or whether they are where
they should be in their devel-
opment, or what they mean to the
program.

But while Akinjo, McClung and
LeBlanc are still developing and
the Hoyas are far from perfect

with one game against Howard
left before conference play starts
Jan. 2, the three standouts of a
five-man freshman class that in-
cludes guard Jaden Robinson and
forward Grayson Carter have put
Georgetown (9-3) on the right
path — when it comes to earning
on-court victories as well as na-
tional relevance. LeBlanc was
ranked in ESPN’s top 100 recruits
when he signed with Georgetown,
and McClung piqued national
interest with highlights of his high
school dunks that went viral.

“Those guys, it’s great that
they’re able to play a lot this year,”
Govan said in an interview Friday.
“Next year, they’ll probably be the
leaders. They’ll be more experi-
enced. They’ll be able to show the
next freshman class. The pro-
gram’s in great hands — and
they’re going to keep improving.”

Above all else, the Hoyas’ three
key freshmen are bonded by a
desire to restart something at
Georgetown.

Ewing and assistant coach
Robert Kirby were on the team
plane headed to a tournament in
Kansas when news came through
that Connecticut had released
Akinjo from his national letter of
intent after coach Kevin Ollie’s
firing.

Ewing had the pilot change
course so he could land in Rich-
mond, California, and be waiting
in Akinjo’s high school basketball
coach’s office after school. Akinjo
got a lot of calls and texts from
coaches that day, but only Ewing
was there in person.

The second-year coach put in
the legwork to recruit McClung,
too, folding his 7-foot frame into
vehicles for six-hour drives down

to remote Gate City, Virginia.
But as much as Akinjo and

McClung responded to Ewing’s
effort, connected with his vision
and appreciated his honesty,
LeBlanc deserves some recruiting
credit as well. The forward from
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, commit-
ted first, in October 2017, then
nudged McClung to do the same
when he met the Virginian on
McClung’s unofficial visit. Mc-
Clung committed two days later,
and LeBlanc set to work on
Akinjo.

The point guard admits that
LeBlanc helped sway his decision
to Georgetown and away from
Virginia, Arizona and Wichita
State.

“I wanted to come in and be
able to compete,” Akinjo, who
committed in April, said Friday
after practice. “You don’t want to

be the only good guy that’s
committed, so knowing that Josh
and Mac and the other freshmen
had committed made me want to
come here more.”

They were united by their
desire to return the program to
greatness, and deep friendships
developed along the way.

LeBlanc is the glue guy in the
group. At 6-foot-7, he is the most
gregarious of the trio, which fits
with his role as the Hoyas’ ener-
gizer as well. He gives the laid-
back Govan a hype-up speech
before every game. Off the court,
he has a permanent smile on his
face so wide it shows off his braces
— a sunny disposition he adopted
after his mother survived breast
cancer when LeBlanc was in
middle school.

LeBlanc and McClung became
fast friends after deciding to live
together, but LeBlanc and Akinjo
didn’t form a deep bond until after
LeBlanc’s friend Wayde Sims was
shot and killed in September at the
start of Sims’ sophomore season at
Louisiana State. LeBlanc needed
someone who understood what
he was going through.

LeBlanc and Akinjo, who grew
up in Oakland, California, come
from similar backgrounds. Akin-
jo’s mother died when he was 4,
and he lost his brother when he
was 13. Both can’t wait to go home
for the holidays but are glad they
will only be there for a few days.

“Longer than that, something is
bound to happen in Baton Rouge,”
LeBlanc said, and Akinjo agreed
about his hometown.

Akinjo and McClung, on the
other hand, grew close on the
court. The viral YouTube sensa-
tion and the point guard without a
single social media account devel-
oped a mutual respect in the gym
this summer when they competed
every day, about everything. “Who
can get to the gym first, who’s
lifting harder. We literally pushed
each other,” McClung said.

LeBlanc calls Akinjo “grimy” —
Ewing prefers the term “sour-
puss” — because of how intense he
is on the court. Akinjo is the team’s
best trash talker, and the most
competitive on the roster, accord-
ing to Govan.

Akinjo and McClung want to
prove people wrong — people
who think Georgetown won’t do
anything in the Big East and
people who think of Georgetown
solely as a program for big men.

But of the freshman trio, Mc-
Clung and Akinjo are the quiet
ones, so they mostly talk of their
goals among themselves and the
team and let LeBlanc take care of
the grand gestures.

“Josh, he loves this class. He
loves this new era. He named it
the new wave,” Akinjo said.
“That’s what it is. We want to not
change the culture, but get
Georgetown back to where it
should be, on top in the Big East.
That’s what we’re going to do. We
talk in practice every day about
setting the tone. We know. It’s
always on our mind.”

Georgetown freshmen

James Akinjo, left, Josh

LeBlanc and Mac McClung

JONATHAN NEWTON/THE WASHINGTON POST 

#MACKINJO
Talented freshmen McClung, Akinjo are putting Georgetown back on the map
By Ava Wallace
The Washington Post

Akinjo guards Oshae Brissett of the Syracuse during a game Dec. 8 in Syracuse, N.Y. 

BRETT CARLSEN/GETTY PHOTOS

McClung drives to the basket against Syracuse’s Bourama Sidibe during a game Dec. 8 in Syracuse, N.Y.
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Notice is hereby given, Pursuant to “An Act  
in relation To the use of an Assumed Business  

Name in the conduct or transaction of  
Business in The State” as amended, that a  
Certification was filed by the Undersigned  

with the County Clerk of Cook County 
File No. 

 Y18000044 on the 
Date: 12/6/2018

Under the Assumed Name of: LOCO TOWING 
AND ROADSIDE SERVICE

with the business located at:
3047 N. MAJOR

CHICAGO, Illinois, 60634
The true name and residence Address of  

the owner is: DANNY MARTINEZ, SR
3047 N. MAJOR

CHICAGO, Illinois, 60634

ASSUMED
NAMES

MANTENO ANTIQUE MALL
35 E. Third St. Manteno, IL

Open NEW YEARS DAY 12:00 to 4:00

Bears PSL Marketplace Buy/Sell PSLs &
Tickets! PSLsource.com - 800-252-8055

STUFF FOR SALE

LEGAL SERVICES NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a
FREE referral to an attorney! Call the Illinois
State Bar Association Illinois Lawyer Finder.
The advice you need https://www.isba.org/
public/illinoislawyerfinder or 877-270-3855

AUCTION Gun Auction 900+ Firearms
Tuesday, Jan. 1st - 9AM 2601 Lake Land Blvd,
Mattoon, Il Preview: Mon., Dec. 31st 5-8PM
Hand Guns, Rifles, Shotguns, MORE! www.
bauerauction.com (217) 259-5956

GENERAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vizsla 507-829-2212

South Dakota $1,750 Males / Females

Pups are now ready to go, and just in time for
Christmas! Pups will go home with an updated
vaccination record, health certificate, our health
guarantee, and AKC registration papers with
champion bloodlines.

Shetland Sheepdog 765-727-0880

Indiana 875 M + F

AKC, home raised, loving, sable/wht, ready 8wks.

Mastiff 574-546-3771

Bremen 800 F

2 Neapolitan/English. 1st shots/wormed - ready!

German Shepherd 815-985-0697

Roscoe $1,000 M/F

AKC registered German Shepard pups. Ready
to go. Shots,dewormed,microchip,health & hip. 
Parents ITO, German imports.

German Shepherd 1-920-336-8780

Green Bay, WI $1200-$1500 M/F

Puppies. 8wks. Top Lines. OFA+DM tested. 
Stable, great for security.   foxwoodkennels.com

French Bulldog 574 520-2668

South Bend, IN 2,300.00 2 Males 3 
Females

2 brindle males, 2 brindle females, and 1 pied 
female

Coton de Tulear 2312508882

Big Rapids MI 2500.00 m /f

AKC Champ  non shed, hypo allerg, bundles of 
love. ready now

Cane Corso 708-793-7885

Evanston $1000 Pups

Cane Corso Puppies for SALE.

DOGS

WE BUY COMIC BOOKS!      
Top Prices Paid           Will Come To You
1-888-88-COMIC       ComicBuyingCenter.com 

Wanted: Oriental Rugs
Any size/ Any condition - for cash.

*** CALL 773-575-8088 ***

WANTED Paying Cash for Military Items,
American, German, Japanese & Other
Countries from Any Period. Also Marx
Playsets, Toy Soldiers, Trains, Miscellaneous
Toys & Antiques. Call Gary: 708-522-3400

Vintage Beer & Soda Cans & Signs: We Pay
Top Dollar for Your Collections 708-315-0048

Pinball, Arcade & old Jukeboxes wanted
Working or not, cash in hand! Looking for
anything coin operated. 630-205-5283

FREON R12 WANTED R12 collecting dust? 
Certified professional pays CA$H for R12. 
RefrigerantFinders.com 312-291-9169

BUYING!! Coins, Currency, Gold & Silver!
With over 50 years of experience, we are your
trusted source. Ask for a FREE evaluation!

BUYING TOY TRAINS
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, HO, BRASS,
OLD TOYS, COIN OPERATED GAMES, COKE
MACHINES, SLOT CARS, OLD SIGNS!

Dennis 630-319-2331

BUYING RECORD ALBUMS! Rock, Jazz &
Blues. Also vintage baseball cards!

847-343-1628

- Motorcycles Wanted! Cash Paid! All Makes!
Will Pick Up. Reasonable. 630-660-0571

STUFF WANTED

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Joakim Cannon

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Lanee Roberts 
(Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 18JA00336

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Joseph Cannon 
(Father), Unknown (Father), respondents, 
and to All Whom It May Concern, that on
April 10, 2018, a petition was filed under 
the Juvenile Court Act by KIM FOXX in this
court and that in the courtroom of Judge 
Nicholas Geanopoulos  in the Cook County
Juvenile Court Building, 1100 So. Hamilton 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, ON 01/15/2019,at 
11:30 AM  in CALENDAR 17 COURTROOM K, 
or as soon thereafter as this case may be 
heard, an adjudicatory hearing will be held 
upon the petition to have the minor declared 
to be a ward of the court and for other relief
under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
December 24, 2018

NOTICE TO ELDERLY AND DISABLED 
VOTERS KAREN A. YARBROUGH, COOK 

COUNTY CLERK
OFFICIAL NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at
the Consolidated Primary Election, to be held
on Tuesday, February 26, 2019 in election
precincts under the jurisdiction of the Cook 
County Clerk, touch screen voting machines 
with audio ballot units will be available 
to any voter who has difficulty reading or 
vision impairment. Formal assistance will be
given to those voters who qualify after the
appropriate affidavits have been completed.
In addition, any disabled voter who is unable 
to enter his or her polling place may have 
the judges of election bring an optical scan
ballot outside to the voter. 
Applications for this service are available 
from the Cook County Clerk’s office by 
calling (312) 603-0929 or by emailing
Access ib i l i ty. Info@cookcounty i l .gov. 
Visit cookcountyclerk.com for additional 
information.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that voters 
may vote early from Monday, February 11 
through Monday, February 25 at any one
of the Early Voting locations in suburban 
Cook County or at the Cook County Clerk’s
downtown Chicago office, 69 W. Washington 
St.   For more information on the locations of
the Early Voting sites visit cookcountyclerk.
com or call (312) 603-0906.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any voter
who wishes to vote by mail may do so.  A 
voter can complete an online mail ballot
application by visiting cookcountyclerk.
com.   An application for a mail ballot may
be obtained by downloading the form from 
cookcountyclerk.com, calling the Election
Department at (312) 603-0906 or by writing
to:
Cook County Clerk’s Office, Election Unit
69 West Washington, Room 500
Chicago, IL 60602
Attn:  Mail Voting Unit
KAREN A. YARBROUGH
Cook County Clerk
cookcountyclerk.com 
6048017 12/24/2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Arshawn Hartison AKA Ar’shawn
Hartison

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Alaceca Hartison 
(Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 15JA00957

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Alaceca Hartison 
(Mother), and Mark Smith (Father),
respondents, and to All Whom It May 
Concern, that on August 13, 2018, a 
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in
the courtroom of Judge Robert Balanoff
in the Cook County Juvenile Court Building, 
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,
ON 01/15/2019, at 9:30 AM  in CALENDAR
12 COURTROOM L, or as soon thereafter as 
this case may be heard, a hearing will be 
held upon the petition to terminate your 
parental rights and appoint a guardian with 
power to consent to adoption.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
December 24, 2018

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

PUBLICATION NOTICE
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
MERGER OF BANK HOLDING COMPANIES 
AND
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
MERGER OF BANKS

First Midwest Bancorp, Inc., Chicago, Illinois,
intends to apply to the Federal Reserve 
Board for permission to acquire another 
bank holding company, Bridgeview Bancorp, 
Inc., Bridgeview, Illinois.  We intend to 
acquire control of Bridgeview Bank Group,
Bridgeview, Illinois.  

As part of this transaction, First Midwest 
Bank, Chicago, Illinois also intends to apply 
to the Federal Reserve Board for permission 
to merge with Bridgeview Bank Group,
Bridgeview, Illinois (“Bridgeview Bank”)
and thereby establish branches at each of
the following Bridgeview Bank locations:
11411 West Wadsworth Road, Beach Park, 
IL 60099; 7940 South Harlem Avenue,
Bridgeview, IL 60455; 1058 West Bryn Mawr 
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60660; 1970 North 
Halsted Street, Chicago, IL 60614; 19031 
Old LaGrange Road, Mokena, IL 60448; 6041 
North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60660; 4605
North Lincoln Avenue, Chicago, IL 60625; 
2760 US-34, Oswego, IL 60543; 3540 Hobson 
Road, Woodridge, IL 60517; 7300 West 87th
Street, Bridgeview, IL 60455; 6366 South
Archer Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638; 4753 
North Broadway, Chicago, IL 60640; and 
1175 Corporate Woods Parkway, #100, 
Vernon Hills, IL 60061.  The Federal Reserve 
considers a number of factors in deciding
whether to approve these applications, 
including the record of performance of the
banks we own in helping to meet local credit
needs.

You are invited to submit comments in 
writing on these applications to Colette
A. Fried, Assistant Vice President, Federal
Reserve Bank of Chicago, 230 South LaSalle 
Street, Chicago, IL 60604.  The comment 
period will not end before January 16, 2018.
The Board’s procedures for processing
applications may be found at 12 C.F.R. 
Part 262.  Procedures for processing 
protested applications may be found at 
12 C.F.R. 262.25.  To obtain a copy of the 
Federal Reserve Board’s procedures, or if
you need more information about how to
submit your comments on the applications,
contact Alicia Williams, Vice President 
of Community Development and Policy
Studies, at (312) 322-5910; to request a copy
of an application, contact Colette A. Fried 
at (312) 322-6846.  The Federal Reserve will 
consider your comments and any request
for a public meeting or formal hearing on the 
applications if they are received in writing by 
the Reserve Bank on or before the last day 
of the comment period.
First Midwest Bancorp, Inc.
First Midwest Bank
December 17, 2018

LEGAL
NOTICES

PROVISO TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOLS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION PUBLIC HEARING
CALL AND NOTICE FOR THE PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE PROVISO TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOLS
DISTRICT 209 BOARD OF EDUCATION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Public Hearing 
of the Proviso Township High Schools
District 209, Cook County, Illinois, Board of 
Education will be held as follows:
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, January 8, 2019
MEETING TIME: 7:30 PM
MEETING PLACE: Proviso West High School 
4701 West Harrison Hillside, IL 60162
The purpose of which is for: Hear public
comment on a proposed waiver application, 
which, if approved, would allow the district
to excuse students in grades 11 and 12 from
the physical education requirement in order 
to take courses required for completion of 
an International Baccalaureate diploma or 
leading to early college credit, with prior 
approval of the superintendent.
Nathan “Ned” Wagner, President
Board of Education Proviso Township High
Schools District 209, Cook County, Illinois 
December 21, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Jose Guadalupe Diego-Patino

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Maria Del 
Carmen Patino-Salmeron (Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 18JA00873

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Jose Guadalupe 
Diego-Rojas (Father), and Maria Del 
Carmen Patino-Salmeron (Mother),
respondents, and to All Whom It May 
Concern, that on September 7, 2018, a 
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in
the courtroom of Judge Robert Balanoff
in the Cook County Juvenile Court Building, 
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,
ON 01/15/2019,at 10:30 AM  in CALENDAR
12 COURTROOM L, or as soon thereafter 
as this case may be heard, an adjudicatory 
hearing will be held upon the petition to 
have the minor declared to be a ward of the 
court and for other relief under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
December 24, 2018

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

Stop wasting time searching for talent.

Find the right talent with tribune publishing

recruitment services.

We work hard to make your talent search

easy. With our expansive network of

distinguished print and online publications

and their respective reach and readership,

you’ll have access to top talent from coast-

to-coast.

Plus, enjoy advanced job matching and

ad targeting technology, access print and

digital advertising opportunities, career

fairs and more.

Extend your reach. Access customized

technology. Simplify your search.

chicagotribune.com/jobs
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