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What lies
ahead for

the Bears?

Rarely does a team defend
its division title after going
worst-to-first the year
before. But the Bears be-
lieve Mitch Trubisky’s play
can carry over to 2019.
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BY TED GREGORY | Chicago Tribune

hile driving to his first day on the job, Jonathan
White thought about his dead father and wept.
Then 36 years old, White was going to teach

sixth grade at a Chicago public school. It was his

sixth job in 14 years and a rare career choice for a black man,
especially him. White has an MBA.

The thought that overwhelmed him that morning was how

proud his father would be; how closely this work aligned with

the life of Jonathan R. White Sr., who had died nine months

When White ascended the steps to Room 203 at A.N.
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Teacher Jonathan White speaks with student Jermia Seaberry during class at A.N. Pritzker School in Chicago in September.

A LOT OF THESE KIDS
NEED ROLE MODELS’

Following Ist-year black teacher through early months at CPS

good.

got to be disciplined.”

Turn to Teacher, Page 10

Pritzker School that morning, he carried a measure of personal
resolve — an eldest son asserting his father’s legacy. He also
represented something broader, more significant — a man
willing to fight the odds to address a crucial need for a greater

“We're going to have a great year;” he told his 28 homeroom
students that first day. “But we’ve got to be disciplined. We’ve

An estimated 2 percent of teachers in public schools across
the country are African-American men, acwcording to the U.S.
Department of Education. About half of students enrolled in

Pritzker:
Democrats
‘stand
together’

Gov--elect also says
Republican voices are
needed at the table

By MIKE RIOPELL
Chicago Tribune

Gov.-elect JB. Pritzker takes
control of Illinois state govern-
ment Monday with a Capitol
packed full of Democratic law-
makers who could help usher his
agenda through Springfield if they
stick together.

Total control of the House,
Senate and Governor’s Mansion,
though, doesn’t always mean
smooth sailing for a political party.

Democrats controlled the legis-
lature when Pat Quinn was gover-
nor. He couldn’t win approval for
his key income tax proposal dur-
ing his last year in office and lost
his bid for a second full term.
Before that, a Democratic House
impeached Rod Blagojevich and a
Democratic Senate voted him out
of office.

“You can talk to Donald Trump
about that as well,” Chris Mooney,
a University of Illinois Chicago
political scientist, said of the Re-
publican-controlled Congress the
president had for his first two
years in office. “Now he’s com-
plaining about Democrats and the
border wall. Well, he had every-
body on board a few minutes ago,
and he couldn’t get it done then.”

Pritzker’s upcoming inaugura-
tion has given hope to Democrats
that they can push forward their
priorities after four years under
Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner
marked by a historic budget im-
passe and fights with organized
labor that went all the way to the
U.S. Supreme Court. In an inter-
view days before taking office, the
billionaire Hyatt hotels heir sug-

Turn to Pritzker, Page 18

Shutdown drags on
with no end in sight

Congress is out of town and no
negotiations are scheduled.
Nation & World, Page 31

TOM SKILLING’S
WEATHER

High 33
£

Low19

Complete forecast
in Nation & World, Page 43
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Creator of ‘Hamilton’ takes show to Puerto Rico

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Lin-Manuel Miranda, center, gets emotional during the curtain call after
his performance in “Hamilton” in San Juan, Puerto Rico, on Friday.

Raises millions for
post-Maria renaissance
in father’s birthplace

BY CHRIS JONES
Chicago Tribune

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico - With
his body draped in the Puerto
Rican flag, his emotions struggling
to get through the song titled
“Hurricane” and his presence
celebrated all across San Juan,
“Hamilton” creator Lin-Manuel
Miranda returned to the role of
Alexander Hamilton on Friday
night on the island of his beloved
father’s birth, revealing stronger
vocal technique and deeper on-
stage emotions, while also raising
some $15 million toward a Puerto

Rican post-hurricane renaissance
in just three weeks of sold-out
performances.

“I just love this island so much,”
Miranda said after the show. “And
I want it to be proud of me.”

He needed not worry on that
account. At a post-show news
conference, a hefty phalanx of
local media peppered an ex-
hausted Miranda with questions
on a variety of topics of interest in
Puerto Rico, from how to solve the
local crime problem to the poten-
tial for debt forgiveness, and from
the likely future fiscal policy of the
Trump administration to the cam-
paign for statehood. Several times,
Miranda apologized for having
been too busy with a musical and a

Turn to Puerto Rico, Page 17
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NEW BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE
BEST OF @VINTAGETRIBUNE

When we started the @VintageTribune Instagram ac-
countin 2014, we had no idea how big the response
would be. Robin Daughtridge, former associate manag-
ing editor for photography, and myself would often share
“found” photos while searching through the Tribune’s
archives looking for historic images. These “one-offs” —
photographs that were intriguing, shocking or just plain
fun — became a bit of an obsession, and the Instagram
account was born as an outlet for us to share them with
you. The response was overwhelming. Since our first
post July 1, 2014, we’ve shared more than 5,000 photos
and grown to know many of you in our “Insta” community
— more than 83,000 fans. You’ve found grandparents,
parents and even yourselves in our photos. Now, we’re
bringing these images back to print, once again, with a
collection of 300 of our — and your — favorites. “Vintage
Chicago: The Best of @vintagetribune on Instagram” is a
portrait of a city and its people, told through the lenses
of countless photographers from the city’s hometown
paper. Each frame is a story, a trip back in time. We hope
you enjoy the trip as much as we have.

— Marianne Mather, photo editor.

“Vintage Chicago: The Best of @vintagetribune on Insta-
gram” is available now at Chicagotribune.com/vintage
tribune , and wherever books are sold.
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MARGARET HOLT, standards editor
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JOHN KaASS
Lightfoot: Burke scrutiny
‘really waking people up’

The federal criminal investigation
of powerful Chicago Ald. Ed Burke is
like a meteor that has slammed into
the 2019 mayoral campaign, says
candidate Lori Lightfoot.

And the aftershock from that Burke
meteor — a giant, pink, pinstriped
meteor with the feds trailing behind it
— threatens those old-school, go-
along-get-along Democratic machine
candidacies of those closest to Burke:

Cook County Board President Toni
Preckwinkle, Illinois Comptroller
Susana Mendoza, lawyer Gery Chico
and perhaps Bill Daley.

“I think this Burke moment has
really been a wake-up call for people,”
Lightfoot told me in an interview on
my WGN-Plus podcast, “The Chicago
Wa},.”

“Strangers are stopping me on the
street, telling me to keep making the
case,” said Lightfoot, a former federal
prosecutor. “This meteor that hit is
really waking people up, and we’re
going to keep riding that lane”

The federal investigation of Burke,
the extortion charge against him and
the political dominoes that have sub-
sequently fallen have refocused every-
thing political in Chicago.

It’s all bad news for Preckwinkle,
who has all but shot her big political
feet off, first by taking Burke’s cam-
paign money (that she since says she’s
returned), then by trying to avoid
reporters’ questions about that cushy
$100,000 county job Burke’s son
landed under her administration.

Former Burke aide Chico owes
much to Burke, but he won’t throw
the old man under the bus.

Not so with Burke protege Men-
doza — the preferred mayoral candi-
date of outgoing Mayor Rahm Eman-
uel’s minions — who is running away
from Burke as fast as she can.

Burke? Who?

And Daley, though no fan of
Burke’s, comes from the same Chi-
cago political firmament where politi-
cal muscle and government connec-
tions have made fortunes for the pink
princes of the city.

All of it — the muscle and the oily
clout and connections — are front and
center now.

Preckwinkle has been hurt by her
connection to Burke, but so has Men-

doza. In a video now circulating,
Mendoza is introduced by Burke as a
candidate for city clerk in December
2010.

“The lady of the hour!” announces
Burke. “The next city clerk of Chi-
cago, Susana Mendoza!”

They give each other big hugs.

“Ald. Burke,” says Mendoza, “you
are a true champion of mine. He is
really, primarily the reason I’'m stand-
ing here!”

Of course he is, Susana.

When Emanuel dropped out of the
race for mayor, the insiders — Preck-
winkle, Chico, Mendoza, Daley —
were doing just fine.

Candidates like Lightfoot and
former Chicago Public Schools CEO
Paul Vallas had set up their campaigns
to run against Emanuel.

Without him, the campaign be-
came exactly what a broken Chicago
didn’t need — a popularity contest of
recognizable clout-heavy person-
alities and who got their names in the
news.

But the charge against Burke —
with more possible — has refocused
the mayoral campaign.

Lightfoot says that Chicago has
been forced to consider the obvious —
the corrupt political culture, which
has relied upon the government ham-
mer to make fortunes at the public’s
expense.

Lightfoot agrees with me that
candidates who entered the race after
Emanuel decided not to run shouldn’t
be considered.

“Anybody who got into the race
after Rahm Emanuel bowed out, in
my view, is automatically disquali-
fied,” Lightfoot said on “The Chicago
Way.” “Those people who only got in
after Goliath (Rahm) was slain are
just not credible to me.”

Burke is alleged to have used his
leverage at City Hall to shake down a
company that owns Burger King
restaurants. A January 2018 Preck-
winkle fundraiser at Burke’s home
that was attended by Chico ties many
of these players together.

Preckwinkle has said she returned
the $116,000 raised at the event and
insists she has done nothing illegal or
wrong,

“I won’t have my name dragged

ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 2018
If you're a leader, said Chicago mayoral candidate Lori Lightfoot, “when you mess up, you 'fess up and then you clean up.”

through the mud over the alleged
criminal conduct of Susana Men-
doza’s mentor, Gery Chico’s best
friend and Bill Daley’s longtime politi-
cal ally;” she said.

That’s nice, Toni.

It’s also ridiculous.

“The lie keeps taking different
forms,” Lightfoot said of Preckwinkle.
“But again, if you’re a leader ... when
you mess up, you ‘fess up and then
you clean up, all right. "Fess up. Tell us
about what the real relationship, tell
us about the quid pro quo Ed Burke
got and solicited from you in return
for now what we know is $116,000.”

What I want to know more about is
what Preckwinkle refuses to discuss:
that Tribune story by Gregory Pratt
about the $100,000 Cook County job
that Burke’s son got under Preckwin-
kle’s administration.

“He gets this very nice job with
benefits, ostensibly something that’s
important, which is homeland securi-
ty, an important job for which he’s not
qualified, and then apparently, he
can’t be bothered to show up and do
the work,” Lightfoot said. “And then
quits when he gets questioned. I
mean, come on now!”

On Mendoza, Lightfoot said:

“In that video, she says, ‘I would
not be standing here today without
Ed Burke’ And now she doesn’t really
know him? If you’re friends, you're
friends, our friends make mistakes.
But be honest about it.

“What ’'m concerned about with
Susana is that she has so many Rahm
people around her;” Lightfoot said.
“Rahm’s media advisers, his political
strategists. Is she (Mendoza) the
Trojan horse?”

Emanuel’s political crew has
flocked to Mendoza, and Preckwinkle
is damaged from many self-inflicted
political wounds.

Pay attention, Chicago. The most
important mayoral election in dec-
ades is less than 45 days away.

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast,
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin, at

www.wgnradio.comy/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

Jjskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass
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Oakbrook, IL 60523
(630) 413-9932
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STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Michelle Sanders, left, Anthony Clark and Naomi Leach helped prepare for a protest held Saturday at R. Kelly’s studio.

Teacher behind Kelly protest
wants men to speak out too

MARY SCHMICH

Anthony Clark says he has lost
some friends over his campaign
against R. Kelly, and he can tick off
their criticisms by heart:

You don’t know what you’re talking
about. Why don’t you mind your own
business? The girls wanted it. You're
just doing this for publicity.

He shrugs it all off. He says he
knows what he needs to do, regard-
less of what it costs, and what he
needs to do is speak out and help
others, particularly men, do the same.

“You see the women doing the
work in this R. Kelly movement,” he
said Friday, the day before a protest
he was helping to organize outside
Kelly’s Chicago studio. “But the core
of the problem lies within men. And
men of color. We can’t expect as men
for women to do all the heavy lifting.
If we’re going to be true allies, we
have to step up. We have to call atten-
tion to it ourselves, because we’re
complicit as men.”

Until recently, a lot of people —
black, white, men, women, other —
have managed to ignore or dismiss the
allegations against Kelly, the R&B
superstar.

In the past week, however, the
claims that he has sexually abused
women, had sex with underage girls
and held women hostage in a sex cult
have been nearly impossible to miss.

The accusations, which Kelly de-
nies, aren’t new — Chicago writer Jim
DeRogatis has been investigating
them for years — but they’ve come to
a crescendo since the airing of the
Lifetime docuseries “Surviving R.
Kelly”

In the past few days, Chance the
Rapper and Lady Gaga have apolo-
gized for working with Kelly. Kim
Foxx, the Cook County state’s attor-

The problem of men
preying on women
extends far beyond
race and celebrity.

ney, held a news conference urging
accusers to get in touch with her
office. A Chicago radio station
stopped playing Kelly’s music. His
estranged daughter called him a
“monster.”

On Wednesday night, backers of
the nationwide #MuteRKelly move-
ment, which is led primarily by black
women, held a protest outside Kelly’s
Near West Side studio, a protest Clark
supported. And he wants to keep the
pressure on.

“We're standing with our women
of color;” he said. “And trying to edu-
cate as well”

Clark, who’s 36, was between
classes when I met him Friday at Oak
Park and River Forest High School,
where he’s a special education
teacher. His activism is well-known in
Oak Park. He appears in Steve James’
recent documentary, “America to Me,”
and in 2017 he was named “Villager of
the Year” by the local Wednesday
Journal newspaper.

He was also once a student at
OPREF, and his time there contributes
to the intensity of his desire to hold
Kelly to account. He recalls seeing
Kelly in the hallways and at basketball
games in the company of a girl who
would later show up in a sex tape.
Clark knew her.

At the time, he says, students were
starstruck, but they were also con-
fused: Was it OK for men so old to be
involved with girls so young?

One of his current goals is to help
students understand that the answer
isno.

“Our youth are looking at us to
communicate what’s acceptable and
what’s not acceptable,” he said.

‘When we met Friday, he was joined
by Naomi Leach, a current senior, and

Michelle Sanders, who graduated
from the school in 2017, They were
helping to prepare for Saturday’s
protest, encouraged by Clark to speak
out. But they don’t know many young
men who have engaged with the
topic.

“We need men to hear these con-
versations,” Sanders said.

By talking, listening and helping to
organize Saturday’s protest, Clark
hopes to lead by example, though he
understands the complexities of being
outspoken. He knows there are peo-
ple convinced that the charges against
Kelly are just another way of tearing
down a black man.

“The justice system has margin-
alized black people as a whole, and it’s
led to an ‘us vs. them’ feeling with the
justice system,” he said. “But we can
call out the justice system and call out
our own people as well”

He also goes out of his way to say
that men, including him, need to look
in the mirror.

“I cannot sit here and tell you that I
am the perfect example of a male or
the perfect example of what a rela-
tionship should or should not be,” he
said.

The outery over R. Kelly is about
many things. It’s about a superstar
who, in Clark’s words, has been “em-
boldened and protected while preying
on the most vulnerable” Kelly’s ac-
tions carry a special weight among
African-Americans. But the problem
of men preying on women extends far
beyond race and celebrity.

“R. Kelly is a superstar, R. Kelly has
millions of dollars,” Clark said. “But
this happens in the homes of everyday
people, in the relationships of every-
day people. Look at the Catholic
Church. Look at Congress.”

Saturday’s protest, he hoped, would
be more than protest. It would be a
lesson in how to speak and how to
help.

As Clark says, “This is bigger than
R. Kelly”

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MarySchmich
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1,000-plus jam mayoral candidates forum

Focus: Improving
all of Chicago’s
77 neighborhoods

BY BILL RUTHHART
Chicago Tribune

A standing-room-only
crowd of more than 1,000
people packed the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago
Forum on Saturday morn-
ing to watch a Chicago
mayoral forum focused on
doing more to improve all of
the city’s 77 neighborhoods.

Prospective voters in the
Feb. 26 election waited in
long lines outside in the
snow to pass through secu-
rity and hear 12 mayoral
candidates discuss jobs,
economic development, im-
migration and policing dur-
ing a 90-minute forum dur-
ing which organizers
banned candidates from
launching any political at-
tacks against one another.

And as part of a success-
ful bid to prevent loud
outbursts from the capacity
crowd, audience members
were encouraged to wave
green placards when they
heard something they liked
and red ones when they
didn’t.

As aresult, the forum was
heavy on mini, one-minute
policy discussions from the
large group of candidates,
but it broke little new
ground as the mayoral con-
tenders largely repeated
policy positions they al-
ready had released and dis-
cussed in other venues.

The event was hosted by
One Chicago for All Alli-
ance, a group of 30 commu-
nity organizations, and was
moderated by Chicago Sun-
Times columnist Laura
Washington.

There was no discussion
of the federal corruption
charge against embattled
veteran Ald. Edward Burke
that dominated the last
mayoral forum. And this
time, Cook County Board
President Toni Preckwinkle
attended after backing out
of the last event.

The liveliest discussion
of the UIC forum focused
on improving policing in
the city. Candidates were
asked whether they backed
the pending federal consent
decree to reform the Chi-
cago Police Department
and what they would do to
“restore trust, accountabil-
ity and fairness” while im-
proving “police effective-
ness” since just 17 percent of
homicides resulted in an
arrest last year.

Former Chicago Public
Schools CEO Paul Vallas
said 80 percent of the con-
sent decree was “common
sense,” such as more train-
ing and better equipment
for officers. He noted that
the city has 10,000 students,
90 percent of them minor-
ity, in military academies in

In a bid to prevent loud outbursts at the forum, audience members were encouraged to
wave green placards when they heard something they liked and red ones when they didn’t.

the city and CPD should be
working to recruit officers
from those programs to hire
“the next generation of cops
from the community” He
also slammed Mayor Rahm
Emanuel’s administration
for allowing the Police De-
partment to shrink during
his tenure.

“Do not underestimate to
the degree this Police De-
partment has been de-
graded, not filling close to
2,000 vacancies, allowing
the detective division to be
gutted almost in half, going
from 1-to-10 to 1-to-30
sergeant ratio,” Vallas said.
“That’s accountability you
can believe in.”

Moments after Vallas
said CPD needed to hire
more officers to fill vacan-
cies and bring detectives
out of retirement, public
policy consultant Amara
Enyia was pushing for some
of the money in the police
budget to be set aside to

“build stronger institutions
in our neighborhoods first,”
including funding block
clubs in the city’s neighbor-
hoods hardest hit by vi-
olence. And, she said, Chi-
cago students aren’t going
to sign up to be cops until
the department becomes
legitimate in their eyes.
“You cannot build trust
where there is no relation-
ship. You cannot build trust
where there is no legiti-
macy. And you certainly
can’t recruit anyone into a
department that lacks legit-
imacy,” Enyia said. “Imple-
menting the consent decree
is a matter of restoring
legitimacy to an institution
that has the power to deter-
mine life and death in this
city. We have to do it”
Preckwinkle backed the
consent decree while saying
the city has “deep-seated
issues with trust” between
minority communities and
the police. Unlike the other

candidates, she appeared to
read from prepared re-
marks for most of the event.
“As each of my kids got to
be a teenager, I sat down
with them and had the talk
— and it wasn’t about sex, it
was about how you deal
with police on the street,”
Preckwinkle said. “You're
always respectful. You ne-
ver argue. You keep your
hands where they can see
them. If they take you to the
police station, call me. Ev-
ery black and brown parent
I know has had that conver-
sation with their kids.
White parents don’t have
those conversations.”
Former U.S. Commerce
Secretary Bill Daley de-
clared the crime challenge
“the single biggest issue
facing our city” and called
for 40 hours of mandatory
training for all officers in
the first year of the consent
decree. State Comptroller
Susana Mendoza repeated
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Gery Chico, one of 12 mayoral candidates in attendance, answers a question during the One Chicago for All Alliance forum at UIC on Saturday.

her childhood story of being
afraid of crime in Little
Village growing up and said
she would implement the
consent decree while plac-
ing social services in 50
schools in the city’s most
crime-ridden neighbor-
hoods.

City Hall veteran Gery
Chico again threatened to
sue Indiana and Wisconsin
over their lax gun laws that
he said feed Chicago’s
crime, and businessman
Willie Wilson repeated his
plan to hire four police
superintendents who
would divide the city in
quarters. Cook County Cir-
cuit Court Clerk Dorothy
Brown said she would bring
in “law enforcement ex-
perts to overhaul CPD in its
entirety” while former fed-
eral prosecutor Lori Light-
footrepeated a frequent line
about her experience mak-
ing her best prepared to
handle the crime problem
without having to “learn on
the job.”

Bridgeport attorney John
Kozlar repeated a plan to
require 60 percent of offi-
cers in any police district to
live in that district. Former
Ald. Bob Fioretti delivered
the closest thing to an attack
in the forum, taking a not-
so-veiled shot at former
Chicago police Superin-
tendent Garry McCarthy,
who was sitting at the other
end of the stage.

“We need a professional
superintendent. That’s
been the problem,” Fioretti
said. “That’s always been
the problem for the last
20-plus years. We need to
make sure we have some-
one who ensures there is
proper training and hiring.”

When it came to his turn,

McCarthy didn’t address
Fioretti’s slight. Instead, he
said the city couldn’t have “a
legitimate Police Depart-
ment under an illegitimate
government,” adding that it
was time to “do away with
the Chicago way” McCar-
thy also responded to the
staffing criticisms from
other candidates by saying
the number of officers and
the detective division are at
the highest they have been
in 10 years, proclaiming
“that is not the problem.”

The former top cop drew
a wave of green placards
from the crowd as he ad-
dressed the lack of trust
between the communities
and officers, and called on
the department to imple-
ment the recommendations
of former President Barack
Obama’s task force on 21st-
century policing that he
said worked when he ran
the force.

“We need to have a very
difficult discussion about
race. We have to talk about
slavery, black codes, segre-
gation, Jim Crow, redlining.
That’s what put us in this
position,” said McCarthy,
who has described himself
as a conservative Democrat.
“I love it when people talk
about restoring trust, but
you can’t restore something
you never had.”

Thatline drew an audible
“000000” from the crowd
and more green cards of
praise from audience mem-
bers. But McCarthy didn’t
mention one key campaign
position that wouldn’t have
gone over so well: He is
opposed to the consent de-
cree.

bruthhart@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @BillRuthhart

Emanuel to propose tighter ethics rules

Issues include jobs
that aldermen can’t
hold, contributions

BY JOHN BYRNE
Chicago Tribune

Mayor Rahm Emanuel
will use the even-greater-
than-usual crisis of faith in
Chicago public officials fol-
lowing the attempted extor-
tion charge against Ald.
Edward Burke to try to
tighten up city rules on
what outside jobs aldermen
can hold and how they can
influence City Council de-
bate on behalf of business
clients.

The mayor doesn’t want
to go as far as other calls for
ethics reforms that candi-
dates looking to succeed
him have pledged in recent
days — including a pro-
posed ban on City Council
members from all outside
employment.

Instead, as part of a
package of proposed ethics
reforms he will introduce to
the City Council in upcom-
ing weeks, Emanuel wants
simply to expand the types
of jobs aldermen aren’t al-
lowed to hold.

Currently, aldermen
can’t represent entities who
have matters before the city
in which the city is an
adverse party. Emanuel’s or-
dinance also would prohibit
them from representing
anyone “who has the right
to become an adverse
party,” according to the
mayor’s office.

That would preclude
council members from rep-
resenting developers and
property owners in the kind
of property tax abatement
work Burke did through his
outside law firm, according
to Emanuel’s office. Federal
authorities have alleged
Burke withheld a zoning
change for a driveway at a
Southwest Side Burger
King in his ward while
trying to get the owners to
retain his firm for its tax
work.

It would also stop alder-
men from representing cli-
ents in some bankruptcies
and environmental issues,
according to the mayor’s
office.

Emanuel also wants to
extend a prohibition on
campaign contributions
from people who have busi-
ness in front of the council,

to ban such contributions to
city elected officials for six
months before the matter
comes up for consideration.
Contributions are now out-
lawed only for six months
afterward.

In a move to toughen a
rule Burke frequently ex-
ploited, Emanuel also
would make it much more
difficult for the powerful
City Council committee
chairmen to oversee debate
on requests that come be-
fore the council from peo-
ple they represent. Burke
often has participated in
discussions in the Finance
Committee he chairs, only
to recuse himself from vot-
ing on the matter because
he had a business conflict of
interest.

Emanuel’sideais to allow
chairmen to recuse them-
selves because of such con-
flicts just three times per
year. More than that, and
they would need to either
give up their chairmanships
or divest of the financial
relationships that caused
the conflicts. And aldermen
couldn’t preside over mat-
ters where they would need
to recuse themselves from
votes, as Burke often has.

Aldermen also would
face much tighter reporting
rules to explain such con-
flicts on city ethics forms
under the mayor’s package.

As he promised days after
Burke was charged in a
federal case that has rocked
the city’s political firma-
ment, Emanuel will also
move to transfer jurisdic-
tion over the workers’ com-
pensation program to the
city comptroller in the Fi-
nance Department. That
would allow the city inspec-
tor general to launch inves-
tigations into the $100 mil-
lion-a-year program, a level
of oversight Burke has
blocked while keeping con-
trol over workers’ compen-
sation within the Finance
Committee, which he has
chaired for decades.

Emanuel also wants to
rein in so-called aldermanic
privilege, through which
council members have a
great deal of say over zoning
issues within their wards.

City departments will be
required to examine their
policies to ensure it’s clear
that aldermanic letters of
support “are not a pre-
condition to any applicant
receiving a permit or license

that should otherwise be
granted based on the sub-
stantive determination of
the department.”

In the types of zoning
cases such as the Burger
King situation at the heart
of the Burke case, Emanuel
wants to require an up-or-
down committee vote
within six months, to try to
prevent aldermen from try-
ing to stall the process while
leaning on the applicants.

Aldermen who object to
zoning permits being
granted will need to do so in
writing, according to the
mayor’s plan.

The Burke scandal has
dominated the mayoral race
for more than a month since
the FBI raided Burke’s City
Hall and ward offices in
November.

Burke was released last
week on a $10,000 un-
secured bond. He has yet to
enter a plea, but his attor-
ney, Charles Sklarsky, said
the allegations were mer-
itless.

While various candidates
running to succeed Emanu-
el have criticized Burke,
calling for him to step down
as finance chair or to resign
altogether, Emanuel has

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/TRIBUNE

Ald. Edward Burke arrives at
the Dirksen U.S. Court-
house in Chicago on Jan 3.

stopped short of ripping the
longtime alderman directly.

A day after Burke was
charged, Emanuel said he
would pursue legislative re-
forms but that his actions
couldn’t “replace having a
moral and ethical compass
that informs your judgment
of right from wrong, and
what is appropriate.”

Burke stepped down as
Finance Committee chair-
man, but in a video on his
ward Facebook page said he
would run for a 13th full
term as alderman.

Jjebyrne@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @_johnbyrne
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Make rent
a thing
of the past.

With a down payment as low as 3%
for modest-income buyers,
Bank of America makes affording
a new home easier than ever!
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What would you design
(or redesign) that is a
nature-based solution
to a global problem?
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More than one million smokers have joined the community.
Make the switch.
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ATTENTION
LIGHT BEER
DRINKERS:

You have gone far too long without knowing what ingredients are in your beer.
And that’s a shame. Because beer is pretty great.

Especially when it’s made with great stuff.

And Bud Light is made with the best stuff around.

Which is why, beginning in February,

WE’RE PUTTING AN INGREDIENTS
LABEL ON OUR PACKAGING.

Because it’s the right thing to do.

BECAUSE YOU DESERVE TO KNOW
YOUR BEER’S INGREDIENTS.
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Prosecutors flooded with calls about R. Kelly

Building successful
case will be difficult,
experts say

BY MEGAN CREPEAU
Chicago Tribune

Cook County State’s At-
torney Kim Foxx’s office
has been flooded with calls
since she personally
pleaded for any victims or
witnesses to come forward
with information about al-
leged sexual misconduct by
R&B superstar R. Kelly.

What follows could be a
long road for both accusers
and prosecutors given the
delicate nature of investi-
gating sex crimes, Kelly’s
high profile and the fact that
many of the victims may be
going public after a long
silence. The stakes can be
even higher with a celebrity
involved.

“You have a double-
edged sword,” said Steven
Block, former head of the
special prosecutions bureau
of the Cook County state’s
attorney’s office. “You've
got the difficulty of cor-
roborating older allegations
because certain evidence no
longer exists, and you also
have ... attacks on witness
credibility because of the
timing of their outery. ...
That’s not to say it’s an
unprovable case, (but) it’s
an additional hurdle the
prosecutor is going to have
to deal with right out of the
gate”

Foxx’s personal call to
action — even briefly refer-
ring to her own background
as a sexual assault “sur-
vivor” — came amid cascad-
ing fallout from a Lifetime
documentary series, “Sur-
viving R. Kelly,” that aired
this month with accusa-
tions painting Kelly as a
manipulative sexual preda-
tor.

The series features sto-
ries from women alleging
Kelly physically, sexually
and mentally abused them.
The singer has long been
accused of having sexual
contact with underage girls.
Cook County prosecutors
indicted Kelly on child por-
nography charges for alleg-
edly filming himself having
sex with a girl estimated to
be as young as 13, but a jury
acquitted him of all charges
in 2008. More recently, he
has been accused of run-
ning a hidden “sex cult” of
women who are manipu-
lated and abused to stay
under his control.

Foxx was “sickened” by
the allegations aired in the
series, she said at a highly
unusual news conference at
which she pleaded for vic-
tims to tell their stories to
police and prosecutors.
Without the cooperation of
accusers, law enforcement
cannot build a criminal
case, she said.

Since the announcement
Tuesday, the prosecutor’s of-
fice has been inundated with
“dozens and dozens” of calls,
spokeswoman Kiera Ellis
told the Tribune. The office
is currently working “to vet
the allegations and make a
determination if charges are
appropriate based on the
evidence,” she said.

But Kelly’s local attorney,
Steve Greenberg, blasted
Foxx’s call for victims to
come forward as irresponsi-
ble.

“It’s completely
backwards” he told the

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Cook County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx’s call to action came amid cascading fallout from a Lifetime documentary series.

Protesters, supporters rally outside R. Kelly’s studio

BY MORGAN GREENE
Chicago Tribune

R. Kelly protesters made their
way to the embattled singer’s Near
West Side recording studio Sat-
urday morning to amplify the
#MuteRKelly movement. And then
a few Kelly supporters pulled up
amplifying his music.

Following the damning Lifetime
documentary series “Surviving R.
Kelly,” protesters gathered for the
second time this week outside 219
N. Justine St. to share stories of
survival, call for an end to the “Pied
Piper of R&B’s” career and bring
attention to the young women at
the center of his alleged “cult.”

As flurries of snow hit the
sidewalks outside of the studio, a
small group of protesters passed
around a megaphone. One colorful
sign raised in the air said: “ ‘Age ain’t
nothingbut anumber’ Well jail ain’t
nothing but a room.”

“I couldn’t stand by and be
silent,” said crisis responder Dawn
Valenti through the megaphone.
“It’s important for us as survivors to
stand up.”

Chants of “R. Kelly, your time is
up!” and “Black girls matter!” were
directed at the brick building.

Protester Tebitha Kulikowska,
26, of Belmont Cragin, said she
came to the protest to help give
voice to those who don’t have an
outlet.

“I want there to be a future that
girls can look forward to,” Ku-
likowska said. “The documentary
really opened up my eyes.”

The six-hour documentary —
watched by almost 20 million
viewers — covers decades of abuse
allegations against the Grammy
winner, including the six-year legal

saga that culminated with Kelly
being acquitted of child pornogra-
phy charges by a Cook County jury
in 2008.

Kelly, who celebrated his 52nd
birthday Tuesday, has long denied
all allegations of sex abuse and
running a “cult” But a wave of
backlash has followed the release of
the documentary. Kelly is report-
edly under criminal investigation in
Georgia, and Cook County State’s
Attorney Kim Foxx earlier this
week asked alleged victims to come
forward.

On Wednesday, a protest was
held outside the studio, and on
Thursday, a proposal for a Spring-
field concert hosted by Kelly was
denied due to security concerns,
while a local radio station banned
his music. On Friday, Kelly was
ordered to allow city building
inspectors to check out his Near
West Side recording studio after
reports that people were living in
the industrial warehouse space in
violation of city codes.

On Saturday, as protesters
chalked messages on the slick
sidewalks, Tyler Thompson, 22, of
Hyde Park, talked about what
brought her to the studio.

Thompson said that growing up,
she knew people who knew Kelly,
and she was invited to his resi-
dence. But she never asked her
mom if she could go, because
Thompson knew her mom would
say no.

“If I didn’t have a mom who put
that fear in me,” Thompson said, “I
could have been one of those
women.”

Thompson said she still has
friends who defend the singer, but
she sees the current moment as a
turning point.

“A lot of this wouldn’t happen if
the documentary wasn’t made,” she
said. “I will definitely keep coming
out if there’s more protests.

“I just hope everyone keeps their
energy and focus on the women,”
she said.

Thompson pointed out her
chalked message that sent love to
Azriel and Joycelyn, two of the girls
at the center of the Lifetime
documentary, as two white cars
arrived in front of the studio,
blasting Kelly’s music.

Signs popped out of the windows
with messages of “forgiveness” for
Kelly and Bible verses. “R. Kelly We
(heart) U;” read one sign.

The supporters and protesters
yelled back and forth in a con-
tentious shouting match. One sup-
porter exited a car with his own
megaphone and addressed organ-
izer Anthony Clark as the crowd
attempted to drown out the sup-
porter with cries of “Mute R. Kelly.”

By about 11:30 a.m., the white
cars were gone.

“I prayed with them,” Clark said.
“I circled up and prayed with them
because I don’t hate anyone.

“We must be allies in verb form,
and the first step is to first hold
ourselves accountable as individu-
als” Clark said. “We had so many
wonderful speakers step up, be-
cause again it’s not enough just to
act, we have to also educate.”

Clark said there’s a Monday
protest at Trump Tower in the
works. Police went to Kelly’s resi-
dence at the building on Friday on a
tip that women were being held
hostage but left after finding no
evidence of wrongdoing.

mgreene@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @morgreene

Tribune. “Now you’re invit-
ing people who have never
complained to reach out,
and that’s really no different
than when they used to troll
for jailhouse snitches.
That’s how you end up with
wrongful convictions and
bad evidence”

Greenberg strongly de-
nies any wrongdoing by
Kelly and said he is confi-
dent the singer won’t face
charges.

The state’s attorney’s call
to action followed reports

that Kelly is under criminal
investigation in Georgia. A
representative of the Fulton
County district attorney’s
office said the office has no
comment. But a spokesman
for Gerald Griggs, a lawyer
representing parents of a
girl who say Kelly has kept
her from contacting them
since 2016, confirmed the
district attorney’s office
reached out to them seeking
information about wit-
nesses.

The state’s attorney’s of-

fice has declined to com-
ment on the specific nature
of many of the calls it has
received but did acknowl-
edge that families of two
missing women have
reached out with concerns
about their loved ones’ pos-
sible contact with Kelly.

But even if authorities
hear from people with cred-
ible allegations, prosecutors
still must weigh several
tricky factors in deciding
whether they can build a
successful case, according

to experts who spoke gener-
ally about sex-crimes pros-
ecutions rather than any
specific investigation of al-
legations against Kelly.
Some making accusa-
tions against the singer have
likely come forward long
after the alleged abuse took
place. Supporting evidence
can be tough to find as a
result, said attorney Sabra
Ebersole, who spent four
years as a prosecutor in the
Cook County state’s attor-
ney’s domestic violence and

sex crimes units.

“Generally there’s not go-
ing to be anything that
juries are looking for in
terms of physical corrobo-
ration,” said Ebersole, now a
private attorney who repre-
sents both victims and de-
fendants in sex-crimes
cases. “The role of the
prosecutor then, if they
think they have a credible
case, is to explain to the jury
why a person is believable
despite the fact that years
have passed from the time
of the abuse to the time of
the outcry, and though it’s
challenging, it can be done””

Defense attorneys use
that time gap to attack the
credibility of the accuser.
Kelly’s superstar status also
gives the defense more am-
munition to attack an accus-
er’s motivations, Block said.

Victims of sexual abuse
already face an uphill climb
in trying to get people to
believe them, said Carrie
Ward, executive director of
the Illinois Coalition
Against Sexual Assault.
When a celebrity has been
accused, it can be even more
difficult.

“The higher the profile —
and this is extremely high-
profile — the harder it may
be for someone to come
forward,” Ward said. “It
raises the number of people
who might doubt your story.
You could have a situation
where someone starts out a
fan or a groupie who is just
really taken by a star or
celebrity and would do any-
thing, feel like they would
do anything for them. That
still doesn’t mean they de-
serve to be taken advantage
Of.”

The allegations that Kelly
is running a “sex cult” of
women kept captive under
his control could be particu-
larly tricky to corroborate.
Police on Friday went to
Kelly’s Trump Tower resi-
dence to check out a tip that
two women were being
held hostage there but left
after both women said they
were not there against their
will.

Greenberg cited that as
definitive proof that Kelly
has not participated in
wrongdoing,

But Ward cautioned that
law enforcement should
still take such claims seri-
ously.

“People who are held
captive against their will
might do and say things that
don’t seem normal, that
don’t seem like what some-
one would do if theyre
being held against their
will,” Ward said. “Especially
where you have repeat
situations where folks have
come forward. ... I certainly
do hope there’s continued
effort to check up on that.”

If many women come
forward with similar cred-
ible allegations against
Kelly, that could prove pow-
erful for prosecutors. In
some cases, prosecutors can
try to introduce evidence at
trial of a defendant’s other
alleged crimes to prove a
pattern of behavior — much
like what happened to en-
tertainer Bill Cosby.

“If the prosecution can
present multiple victims,
then it’s no longer a ‘he said,
she said; ” Ebersole said.
“It’s a ‘he said, she said, she
said, she said’”

mcrepeau@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @crepeau
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KIDS ‘NEED
ROLE
MODELS’

Teacher, from Page 1

public schools are nonwhite.

In Ilinois public schools, the
percentage of African-American
male teachers is even lower, hover-
ing around 1 percent, according to
an analysis of 2017 figures, the
most recent available from the
Illinois State Board of Education.

In Chicago Public Schools,
about 665 of 21,000 teachers are
black males; fewer than 375 of
them work at the elementary level.

Here’s why that matters:

A growing body of research
underscores the premise that hav-
ing black male teachers can mean
more success at school for stu-
dents of color, particularly boys,
lowering dropout rates and the
achievement gap between black
and white students.

The research also indicates that
black students with black teachers
are suspended less often than
those with white or Hispanic
teachers and that — test scores and
other factors being equal — black
students are three times more
likely to be assigned to gifted
programs when taught by a black
teacher than a nonblack teacher.

In addition, one study found
that having at least one black
teacher in elementary school —
female or male — reduces by 39
percent the probability that very
low-income black boys will drop
out.

“I certainly wouldn’t be sur-
prised if ... male black teachers are
more effective to male black stu-
dents,” said Nicholas Papageorge,
an assistant professor of econo-
mics at Johns Hopkins University
who researches and writes about
teacher diversity. “The more simi-
lar a role model is, the more
effective it could be.”

But recruiting young black men
to become teachers — and retain-
ing them — is an enormous
challenge, he and other experts
note. Many of the brightest, most
promising black male college stu-
dents are lured to higher-paying,
more stable professions with bet-
ter prospects for advancement,
experts say.

And black teachers tend to burn
out more frequently than their
white counterparts.

“T don’t even know who he is,
but I already admire him,” Papa-
george said of White. “He’s going
into the trenches. A lot of these
kids need role models.”

Rules, Social Fridays
and hygiene —
all on Day1

That morning after Labor Day
in Room 203, White had arranged
desks in five clusters and left the
room’s fluorescent ceiling lights
off, preferring natural light from a
wall of windows and three table
lamps. The aroma of essential oils
wafted through the room. Two
new, cushy chairs were set up in a
reading nook.

He immediately introduced the
classroom rules, which are posted
on the wall and which he would
repeatedly drill into his students:
Listen when the teacher is talking;
follow directions quickly; respect
others, yourself and your class;
raise your hand to speak or stand;
be safe, honest and kind.

He had the students practice
several times quietly pulling out
their chairs and sitting. He ordered
them to turn off their phones and
later placed the devices in a locked
cabinet next to his desk.

“When I'say, ‘Class; ” he told the
group, “You say, ‘Yes.

“Class,” he called.

“Yes,” the students replied.

“Class, class” White said.

“Yes, yes,” they said.

He explained that he only af-
firms positive behavior. “Thank
you for using your intelligence,;” he
told them at one point. “Thank you
for your patience,” he said another
time.

He was very direct and probing
in speaking with students, a trait
that put off student Jah’Elle Smith.

“When I first met him,” she
recalled later, “I did not like him.
He gave me an attitude.”

Classmates Malik Newsom and
Juliana Clay said he was strict,
“but I think we need that for sixth
grade;” Juliana added.

White introduced Social Fri-
days, where students earn free
time on the last day of the week by
accruing good behavior points but
can also lose it through bad
behavior.

He placed himself on the “hot
seat,;” allowing students to ask him
anything about himself, before
encouraging others to volunteer
for the spot. “When I was in
middle school, I was a D student,”
he said. “Why? Because I was
bored. I was a daydreamer. I would
look out the window and not do
my work”

Then he had them try to arrange

their seating based on their birth
months, but without speaking.
This led to chaos. He told them
that “making mistakes actually
grows your brain. It’s science.”

And he broached a sensitive
topic.

“I’m not trying to have a puberty
conversation here;” he said, elic-
iting groans across the room.
“Whatever your method is, you
need to wash your body every day.”

While leading his students
around the school’s halls, they
passed a sixth-grade boy sobbing
in the stairwell. During a break
later, the boy walked into White’s
empty classroom, sniffling. The
teacher pulled up a chair.

“T know how you feel;” he told
the boy. “You know what hap-
pened to me this year? My dad
died. I still miss him. In fact, on my
way here today, I cried. It’s good

for you to cry. It’s healthy”

He waited for the boy to say
something.

“It’s going to be OK,” White
finally said.

At the end of the day, he
directed the class to stand in line
quietly to wait for dismissal. Then
he huddled with five African-
American boys. In a low voice, he
told them that there was only one
alpha male in the classroom: him.

“It’s not our classroom yet,” he
said to the students. “It’s mine for
now.”

After everyone left, White
wiped sweat from his head and
face, saying they’re good kids.
They just need some work. He was
planning to call the parents of
three or four students.

He said the longer he had the
students, the tougher it was to
keep their attention. He said he
learned he has alot to learn.

“I just gotta keep working on it,”
he said. “There are a lot of gaps in
my practice, and I need to take care
of this. “I pulled out all my tricks,”
White added. “I am so tired. I am
so tired, man?”

In the stairwell, another teacher
approached him.

“One (day) down,” the colleague
said, “179 to go.”

Call me ‘Mister’

As White does his part to
address the dearth of African-
American male teachers at
Pritzker School, the University of
Illinois at Chicago is attempting to
solve the problem in a broader,
systematic way.

Last fall, the university
launched its Call Me MISTER
program, which recruits and trains
male elementary education majors
of color almost as the school
recruits and trains athletes.

The acronym stands for Men-
tors Instructing Students Toward
Effective Role Models, and each of
the young men involved — six
Latino, one black — receives full
tuition and room and board, aca-
demic and mentoring support and
job placement assistance.

Alfred Tatum, dean of UIC’s
College of Education, started the
program, which is affiliated with
the original, national MISTER
initiative based at Clemson Uni-
versity.

Tatum called the inaugural
group “soul models” who “come in
your life and stay in your life. This
is not just becoming a teacher;,” he
said, adding that the school is
planning to invest about $1 million
in the effort.

“This is becoming a leader”

Alongroad to
teaching

White loves watches and hates
to be interrupted. He carries a
leather-bound journal with an owl
on the cover. He is married to a
kindergarten teacher, and they
have a 5-year-old daughter.

His head is shaved. He wears
glasses and sports a goatee. He is
introspective, long-winded and
confident, eloquent and candid.
He plays bass guitar and is reading
“The Color of Money: Black Banks
and the Racial Wealth Gap.” He
writes notes in the margins of the
pages.

Born in 1981 in Waukegan,
White is the eldest of three
brothers separated by less than
three years. He took a circuitous
and perilous route to teaching
sixth grade.

His father was an ordained
minister in the Church of God in
Christ, a predominantly black Pen-
tecostal denomination, and
worked for Allstate, then for
Montgomery Ward. His mother,
Regina, also heavily involved in the
church, worked for the Lake
County Circuit Court clerk.

The family’s life was woven
deeply into their local church. But
in 1988, they moved to Columbus,
Ohio, to help a friend start a
church.

The family ran out of money,
and for about a month, they were
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Jonathan White leads his sixth-grade students back to class after lunch last month at A.N. Pritzker School,
which is known for its gifted program and for integrating the arts into its curriculum.

White, who earned a master’s degree from the University of Chicago and went through its Urban Teacher
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Education Program, works with mentor teacher Heather Chan to organize their classroom in August.

homeless, White said. He recalled
routinely stopping at a church that
provided hotel vouchers and bags
of food, and later subsisting on fast
food.

“T will never eat a Whopper
again in my life,” White said. “We
lived on those.”

His father found work on the
third shift at a White Castle. His
mother started nursing school.

“I remember that being a pretty
stressful time for him, having to
leave us” to go to work at night,
White recalled of his father. “Some
hotels were pretty shady. We were
babies ... 7, 6, 5 years old”

They found subsidized housing
in an apartment, White recalled,
with “a crack house above us ... a
crack house next door to us”
where children were living in
squalor. Despite their own hard-
ships, he recalled, his mother and
father bathed and fed neighbors’
children and got them ready for
school each day.

“So even in those experiences,”
White said, “my curriculum
around serving people was formed
by watching my parents do that.”

In first grade, his teacher rec-
ommended special education for
him. His parents fought and pre-
vailed.

By the time he was in third
grade, his family’s life had stabi-
lized some. They’d moved to
slightly better public housing and
then to a rental house in a
working-class, multiracial neigh-
borhood. They got an orange and
white cat they named Tiny. His
mother started working at a clinic.
His father became a school bus
driver.

At the second school where he
attended third grade, he was the
only black male in his class. His
teacher accused him of stealing a
pencil — an infraction he said he
didn’t commit — and decided to
make an example of him.

“She did this by making all of
the students line up along the

perimeter of the room, and with
me — only me — and her in the
middle,” White recalled from his
own classroom, nearly three dec-
ades later. She pushed over his
desk, spilling all its contents on the
floor, he said, his voice tightening.
“Oftentimes, when I think of
instances that inspired me to be a
teacher — that put me on this
pathway — they’re instances
where my own schooling was
traumatic,” White said. “That’s not
the kind of environment that any
student should be experiencing.”
Despite the sometimes-hard-
scrabble existence, White recalls a
mostly rich childhood of neighbor-
hood adventures with buddies of
all races, of Saturdays spent at the
library, of the old black-and-white
films his father loved, and discus-

all four years.

He thrived at North Park and
graduated in 2004. But he had
trouble finding a job, settling for
portrait photographer at Sears.
Then he moved to alabel and decal
manufacturer as a production art-
ist, then to a marketing coor-
dinator at a Mount Prospect com-
pany in 2007.

About a year later, he was fired.
“I made too many small mistakes,”
he recalled, adding that he had
difficulty navigating the corporate
world. For months, White stood in
unemployment lines in Waukegan,
“eating humble pie” and “learning
a little bit about life,” he said.

He obtained student loans and
enrolled in Keller Graduate School
of Management’s MBA program
while he also did freelance graphic

“I knew that I was supposed to be doing
something more meaningful, and teaching
was that thing. And so I answered the call”

— Jonathan White

sions about history and politics his
father led.

In 1995 White’s family returned
to Waukegan, where he attended
the same middle school as his
father had. At Waukegan High
School, he was a cut-up who
competed in track and field and
football. His 1.7 GPA knocked him
off the sophomore football team
until he raised his grades through 7
a.m. study sessions.

He focused, and by the time he
graduated, had brought his GPA
up to 3.3. But he scored a 17 out of
36 on his ACT, and the only college
that would accept him was Chi-
cago’s North Park University,
White said.

He and his brother Tim — who
was 10 months younger but in the
same class as White — enrolled
together. They were roommates

art and design work. He created
his own business, White Flair
Design.

At church he met a Chicago
Public Schools teacher, Candice
West. They married in 2011. Their
daughter, Morgan, was born in
2013.

Candice encouraged him to try
teaching. She said her husband
had a natural capacity to help her
solve classroom challenges. His
father had also suggested it over
the years.

But White resisted, in part
because he wanted something
perceived as more respectable and
lucrative. He drifted and bounced,
at one point working in a stock-
room at Bed Bath & Beyond. His
business was stagnating and he
was uninspired. He studied for and
took the law school entrance
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Sixth-grade teacher Jonathan White talks with studen
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ts Lauren Vasquez, from left, Krystiana Goossens and

Surah Bordens after class Sept. T at A.N. Pritzker School in Chicago’s Wicker Park neighborhood.

exam, but scored lower than he
wanted and felt he urgently
needed to provide a better life for
his family.

“I finally listened to my wife,”
White said. He applied to be a
Chicago Public Schools substitute.
“Tt was almost as if it accelerated
me,” he said. “I was in touch with
so many different people, and I
loved the work. I was very fasci-
nated with the craft of teaching.”

Hebecame a teacher assistant at
North Kenwood/Oakland, a Uni-
versity of Chicago charter school
in his neighborhood, where he
heard about the university’s Urban
Teacher Education Program. He
applied, was accepted, took on
more student loan debt and em-
barked on two years of rigorous
training.

In the spring of 2017, White’s
father retired as a school bus
driver and started working as a
substitute teacher in the same
Waukegan school district where
he had been a student.

About 14 months later, his eldest
son — the one who had been
tracked for special education and
had floundered with a 1.7 GPA —
earned a master’s degree in educa-
tion from the University of Chi-
cago.

On arecent Sunday afternoon in
a coffeehouse near the Kenwood
church where he teaches Sunday
school, White spoke of his father’s
“ferocious” reading, often by flash-
light late at night; his work ethic;
his devotion to trying to help
people in the roughest neighbor-
hoods; how he established a
Waukegan church.

“My dad was the friendliest
person you'd ever meet,” White
said. “He embodied hospitality. It
was uncanny. He could overcome
any obstacle and find a way to
open people up. He found a way to
connect.”

But over the decades, his fa-
ther’s respiratory system deterio-
rated steadily — the result, White

said, of lung damage from nearly
drowning as a boy and pneumonia
as an adult. About six months
before White’s U. of C. graduation,
Jonathan White Sr. went into
respiratory arrest and died in the
same hospital where he had been
born. He was 58.

White still keeps a voicemail on
his phone that his father left him in
October 2017. He wanted to know
what White, then in graduate
school, was learning about how
fifth-graders are taught these days.

Being prepared, and

being spontaneous

AN. Pritzker School is named
for the businessman, philan-
thropist and alum of what had
been Wicker Park School. He also
was the grandfather of Illinois’
incoming governor, J.B. Pritzker.

In CPS vernacular, the building
is “a neighborhood magnet cluster
school and regional gifted center;”
meaning it’s a hybrid of a selective
enrollment and neighborhood
school. Students come from
around the corner and around the
city. One of White’s students
travels from Hyde Park.

The school, which includes
prekindergarten to eighth grade, is
known for its gifted program and
for integrating the arts into its
curriculum. Tts student body is 34
percent Hispanic, 29 percent
white and 27 percent black —
mirroring Chicago as a whole.
Forty-one percent of the school’s
students come from low-income
families.

It’s situated in gentrifying
Wicker Park. Two Chicago Hous-
ing Authority towers for subsi-
dized senior housing stand di-
rectly across the street. Across the
alley is an elaborately restored
Victorian mansion on the market
for $6.5 million.

Shortly after he graduated from
U. of C, White walked into
Pritzker School and found Princi-

pal Joenile Albert-Reese in her
office.

He had been a long-term substi-
tute teacher there a few years
earlier and was highly regarded.
Albert-Reese made him an infor-
mal offer on the spot to take the
full-time position of a teacher who
was leaving, for a salary of about
$57,000. He is contending with “a
mountain” of student loan debt.

White started clearing, cleaning
and organizing Room 203 in late
August.

After the first week of class, he
said he learned the importance of
preparation but also of being
spontaneous when something
wasn’t working. He said his biggest
challenge was getting his school
email activated, coordinating pay-
roll and benefits paperwork and
discerning the different person-
alities in his room.

A few days in, administrators
swapped several students from his
room to that of his sixth-grade
teaching partner, to more evenly
distribute some of the rowdier
kids.

“This group is a very talkative
group,” White said. “They like to
be social, and so I'm trying to find
ways to provide them opportuni-
ties to be collaborative and at the
same time remain focused on the
task.”

His goal, he said, was to improve
his management of the classroom,
“ojving them a space to move
through a process of learning.”

He was very tired. And he was
getting pushback, particularly
from some of the 11 black male
students in his class, he said.
“That’s natural for this age,” White
said. “They’re testing their bound-
aries.” Some also may be express-
ing resentment for absent fathers,
he said, although he believes that
black males are stigmatized un-
fairly with that perception.

“But there is a degree of trauma
there, and I will sometimes experi-
ence that head-on,” White said. “It

depends on the student I'm get-
ting”

By the time he distributed
report cards in October, the class
was entering the room and work-
ing with remarkable calm and
quiet. One day the students wrote
about what’s most important in
being a good friend. Later, they
wrote about what it means to be
strong.

To deal with one particularly
rambunctious student, White
moved the boy’s desk right up
against his own, calling it his “I
believe in you” desk. White also
attended the boy’s Saturday foot-
ball game.

“1 feel like students, especially
black and brown students, need to
know youre all-in for them,”
White said, “’cause they can smell
the B.S. A lot of them have been
mishandled by adults for a long
time, and they’ve developed a very
cynical perspective on authority
and life in general”

His “induction coach,” which
University of Chicago provides its
urban teaching graduates for three
years after they complete the
program, visited and told him he
needed to step up his pace and
figure out ways to close out
lessons.

She also said White “was doing
really well”; that he had clear
structure for students and was
building healthy relationships
with them, that his intuition for
teaching was more like that of a
veteran than a rookie.

“I call him a warm demander;”
coach Margret Pilat-Chiyeni said
later. She told him he was “de-
manding, but youre not mean.
You're not disrespectful. You're
not trying to destroy students’
self-esteem. ‘It’s not going to be a
free-for-all, but, hey, I still like you.
I still love you. I see you. I respect
you. We're in it together’ ”

The class was reading ‘“Joey
Pigza Swallowed the Key;” by Jack
Gantos, a novel about one boy’s
struggle to deal with hyperactivity,
to understand figurative language.
The students were writing about
what they thought was the most
important part of the story.

Now weeks into the new school
year, White’s voice had deepened,
grown hoarse. He was supposed to
attend a meeting to design an
education plan for a student, but
his substitute didn’t show up and
he missed the meeting,

He made his class wait to be
released for being unruly a day
earlier. “You took time from me
yesterday;” he told them. “Today,
I’'m taking time from you.”

After they left, White called
over the last remaining student, a
boy who'd received a detention
from White for disrupting class.

“You’re going to be 13 years old,”
he told the student. “You can’t act
this way anymore. I'm not going to
let you act like this anymore.”

The boy protested mildly. White
was firm.

“Whoever’s the loudest person
in the room, that’s who I'm going
to target,” White said. “That’s how
it works.”

He waited a moment.

“You good?” White asked. “You
need another minute?”

“I’m good,” the boy said.

White held the boy’s gaze.

“Trust me” he said. “You’ll be
successful. You may go.”

In November, White received
his formal evaluation from Assist-
ant Principal Barbara Abdullah-
Smith, who gave him “proficient”
and “distinguished” grades — es-
sentially B’s and As — in all
categories.

On his birthday that month,
Chalkbeat, the nonprofit news
outlet that covers schools, re-
ported that the number of black
teachers in Chicago Public
Schools declined to 21 percent,
while the number of students of
color grew to 84 percent, includ-
ing 37 percent African-American
and 47 percent Hispanic.

Statewide, the proportion of
students of color is now at 52
percent, up from 46 in 2008,
according to the report.

Another intriguing nugget: The
number of African-Americans
statewide graduating with degrees
in education was 1,724 in 2009. In
2016, that number was 802.

About the same time, Papa-
george, the Johns Hopkins re-
searcher, and co-author Seth Ger-
shenson, of American University,
reported in the National Bureau of
Economic Research Working Pa-
per that black students who had
just one black teacher by third
grade were 13 percent more likely
to enroll in college and those who
had two were 32 percent more
likely.

Grueling parent-
teacher night

In mid-November, White man-
aged parent-teacher conferences
for his students and those of
another sixth-grade teacher who'd
taken an early maternity leave.

It was rigorous. He met with the
parents of nearly 50 students in a
little more than five hours.

He dealt with one who spoke of
his breakup with his child’s
mother; another who said a boy is
distraught over the death of his
grandfather. A dad wanted to
make sure his daughter was being
challenged and is participating. A
mom asked White how he liked

her son’s essay on slime.

He apologized to one boy’s
parents for calling him a skinny
toothpick. “I'm just saying I'm
human and I’'m tired,” White said.
“You’re going to get on my nerves
sometimes, but we adults can
model what it’s like to take owner-
ship of our mistakes.”

Parents were pleased.

“T think he’s a pretty good
teacher;” said Marie Smith, whose
daughter Jah’Elle is in White’s
homeroom.

Talia Clay, mother of Juliana,
said she appreciated White’s or-
ganizational skills and the two-
page introduction he distributed
to parents in September.

Theresa McBeth, mother of
student Malik Newsom, said the
year was going well. “I was getting
calls all the time last year,” she said.
Now, “I'm not getting calls like I
did” She said White and Malik
challenge each other and that
White’s “personality and ap-
proach” have yielded respect from
her son. “I think him being a male
teacher makes all the difference;”
McBeth said. “Malik can talk with
Mr. White and does talk with Mr.
White.”

Sharing his humanity

White had spoken before of
grieving the loss of his father.
When Thanksgiving drew close,
he walked through the room and
asked the students what they were
looking forward to.

“I’'m not really looking forward
to Thanksgiving” he told them,
“because it’s going to be really hard
without my father?”

The kids responded. One talked
about mourning his grandfather;
another about losing a favorite
uncle.

“It was a good week to share;”
White said later.

At his own family’s Thanksgiv-
ing dinners, the tradition was for
his father to lead a discussion of
what everyone had accomplished
and what they were thankful for.

This year, White stepped into a
modified version of that role.

“I didn’t say that much,” White
recalled. “I just said the last time
we were gathered together, it was
my folks’ party and I just felt like
this was a great opportunity to
reflect on where we were”

“Lots of tears” were shed and
anger was expressed by the 15 or
so relatives, White recalled.

“We're all still grieving” he
added. “We’re all at different
places in that grieving process.”

“Teaching was that
thing’

Four days before winter break,
students Malik and Juliana said
they still thought White was strict.
And, they said he sometimes
doesn’t acknowledge when they
raise their hands.

They also said White is fun.

Malik has taken to Social Fri-
days, when students can watch a
movie or play cards or chess at the
end of the day.

Juliana likes to hear White’s
personal stories from his child-
hood. Two of her favorites in-
volved him accidentally swallow-
ing aball bearing while tossing it in
the air, and flipping his bicycle
during an unfortunate launch
from a makeshift ramp.

Jah’Elle called White “a good
teacher because he’s supportive.”
Malik said he thinks that White
wants his students to do their best
and that “he always helps us”
Juliana said, “Overall, I think he’sa
pretty cool teacher.”

When White reflected on the
first 16 weeks of his new career, he
said he was mentally exhausted
but that he discovered he could
handle the unpredictability of the
job better than he had expected.
Teaching has to be “one of the
most interrupted professions on
the planet,” which he said prob-
ably was the most difficult element
of the new job.

He learned that he is impatient
with students but that they are
very thoughtful and insightful. He
said it was too early to say exactly
how his presence would influence
the male black students in his
class; that the important objective
is to be consistent and build strong
relationships with all students.

He said the work “requires all of
you,” will break your heart and
make you feel like youre not
achieving what you set out to do.
He said prospective teachers of all
races need to understand those
pitfalls and remind themselves,
perhaps every day, why they are
here, that it’s a noble profession, a
calling, a mission.

He also said he’s found his
lifetime career, finally. He may
leave the classroom and move into
administration, he said, but wants
to stay in education.

“Even though I switched ca-
reers, I knew that I was in the
wrong profession,” he said. “I
knew that I was supposed to be
doing something more meaning-
ful, and teaching was that thing.
And so I answered the call”

Which might be what his father
was trying to tell him all along.

Chicago Tribune’s Jennifer Smith
Richards contributed.

tgregorywriter@gmail.com
Twitter @TCGregory
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1. Available for a new Platinum Money Market account opened at a BMO Harris branch in Illinois (excluding South Beloit, Roscoe and St. Clair County) or Northwest Indiana between November 1, 2018 and January 31, 2019. Account must be opened with a
minimum $25,000 deposit of funds not currently on deposit at BMO Harris Bank N.A. or its affiliates to earn the guaranteed rate through January 31, 2020. BMO Harris will raise the rate on your Rising Rate Money Market Special at least one time during
the duration of the rate guarantee. Account balances must stay between $25,000-$999,999.99 to earn at least 1.90% Annual Percentage Yield (APY). The standard APY will apply when the balance is below $25,000 or $1,000,000 or more. Standard APYs will
apply after January 31, 2020. Limit one promo account per customer. Offer is subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer. BMO Harris reserves the right to amend or cancel this offer at any time.

Platinum Money Market is a variable rate account and the minimum deposit to open the account is $5,000 although to obtain the offer you must open the account with at least $25,000 as indicated above. Interest rates and APYs may change after the
account is opened. For accounts that have more than one tier, the interest rate corresponding to the highest tier into which the collected balance falls will be paid on the entire collected balance. At any time, interest rates and APYs offered within two or
more consecutive tiers may be the same. When this is the case, multiple tiers will be shown as a single tier. The following collected balance tiers and corresponding APYs are effective as of January 11, 2019 and are subject to change at our discretion at
any time: 0.05% for balances less than $5,000, 0.15% for balances between $5,000-$9,999.99, 0.40% for balances between $10,000 and $24,999.99, 0.60% for balances between $25,000 and $49,999.99, 0.80% for balances between $50,000 and $99,999.99,
1.00% for balances between $100,000 and $249,999.99, and 1.25% for balances of $250,000 or more. Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. Fees or withdrawals may reduce earnings. For current rate information, call 1-800-546-6101.

2. National average Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is calculated by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and is accurate as of January 7, 2019.

Banking products and services are subject to bank and credit approval. BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC
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Etihune CLASSICS

THE 9 BEARS cHAMPIONSHIPS [ELE]

I93333

Bear's record: 10-2-1. Coach: George Halas. On Dec. 17,1933, before roughly 21,000 fans at Wrigley Field, the Bears beat the Giants 23-21 in a thriller.
“Automatic” Jack Manders kicked three field goals and Bill Karr scored the Bears’ two touchdowns, the last with 3 minutes remaining. “Marshal your adjectives, bring
out all the superlatives and shift them as you would juggle a jig-saw puzzle,” Tribune reporter Wilfrid Smith wrote. “All will fit in a description of the championship battle.”
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number for quick-sction want ads
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18, 1933

%
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BEARS WHIP G

23'21,

AM

PIONS

BLACKHAWKS BEAT CANADIENS,

4-1; ROOKIE STARS

THE GUMPS—A FOOL

THERE WAS

KENDALL RAPS

IN THREE GOALS
FOR CHICAGOANS

14,000 See Game at
Stadium.

| Rookie Makes Good |

OH, ltl?ILh:iE‘iER FORGINE MYSELF
FOR | BORRO‘NIN(: _n;u;r Foo00-

AND IF YOu

BUT | KNOW (T~

AND You KNOWTHAT You ARE AN
OLD FOOL~ AND YOU KEEP
7\ ON BEING A BLAMED

OLD FOO

ARE A FoolL -

SPARES,

Chicago—Abel, Bheppard, Couture, Les-
wirk, KemdaM, Cook, Goitsclir, Meladyen,
Dutkowski,

Montreal—@, Manths, Larechelle, Leplue,
Bunke, Bearscualt, Mondou, Riley, Raymond,
Geiin,

*  VIRST PEMIOD.

Neoring — Gottsells Lum

Kendall [Sheppard-Cuek],
Tenaliles—None,

SECOND PERIOD,
Kendall lnunmunil.
Iulm m-nmnuu-). 0.
Penalties~None.

‘THIED PERIOD.
Scoring—Kendall lCl"K] 110,
Penaltles—Cook, Leph
Ooalkeepers® nM-m-, #4; Chabol,

ted), 151101
08,

€23

BY EDWARD BURNS.
Qur sterling Blackhawks, especially
Rookie Bill Kendall, last night per-
sisted In their laudable thought that

it would be improper for them to lose
on Chicago Stadlum ice. In further-
ance of this noble principle they gave
the splendid Montreal Canadiens a fine
4 to 1 tanning before 14,000 dellighted
customers,

Three of the goals, were made by
the aforesakl Kendall who never be-
fore scored either point or assist In »
major league hockey game.

After Gotlsclly had scored = solo
in 16:16 of the first period Kendall
opened his production campalign, mak-
ing his first in 19205 of the first period
on assists from Tommy Cook and
Jdohnny Sheppard. He scored again in
€36 of the second perlod on osslals
by the same two gents. His other ons
was in 749 of the final period on an
assist by Cook.

Comes from Wichita,

Kendall was purchased by the
Hawks from the Wichita, Kas., team
and since the outset of the season bt
Veen taking lessons ia bullding up on
seaks, having for three yeurs existed
o1 soup In his minor league connec-
tivns,

The Chicagoans movad up within a
(mint of the Jead of the United States
slivision of the league and gained a
point on the third place Boston Bruins
whom they now lead by two pointa.

There was plenty of fast, exciting
fickey In the Nrst 16 minutes of the
‘st perfod, with the Hawke enjoying
some advantage but mothing to put
in the ledger.

A few seconds after the passing of
the fifteenth minute Gottselig pieked
up the puck deep n his own defense

A

"

Carl Brumbaugh, Bears’ quarter back, is stopped by the New Y ork line in the first quarter. No, 16 (at left) is George Musso, Chicago
ackle. Line plays as a rule were ineflective, but perfect passes and kicks by both teams kept the fans near
ITRINUNE Photos.)

wme. He brole for the loft boards,
erossing hiw owa and the Cunadlen
biue line going a mile a minute, and

air.
by the time be reached the curve he

Jack Manders of the Bears :ick# the first of his three field goals in yesterday's battle wit
Manders made field goals in the first, second, and third quarters and also booted one point a

h the New York Giants at Wrigley field for world's pi
fter touchdown, giving him 10 of the points scored by Chicago in the 23 to 21 viotory over the New Yorkers,

for four q

HERE'S DETAIL
ON HOW BEARS,
GIANTS SGORED

Seesaw Thrills Crowd at
Championship Game.

The play-by-play story of the scor.
ing In the Bears-Giants champfonship
yesterdny at Wrigley field

FIRST ¥FERIOD — Molesworth's
quick kick forced Glants back into
thelr own territory. On third down,
Molesworth returned Strong's kick 8
yards to Glants' 42 yard line. Nagur-
ski faked a pass and ran to Glants' 26
yard Hne. Ronzanl made first down
on his second play on Glants' 16 yard
strip.  Three thrusts by Molesworth
netted 8 yards and on fourth down

SCORE WITH 3
MINUTES T0 GO
DECIDES BATTLE

21,000 See Manders
Kick 3 Field Goals.

| What a Game!J

CHICAGO BEARS [#3]. N.X.GIANTS [21].

Hewltt .. « Dadsre
Lyman . <. Grand
Carlgon Gibson
Miller Heln
Kopcha Jones
Musso Owen
Karr Flaherty

Brumbaugh . Newmnn
Molesworth . Hlrens
Ronzanl .., Purnct
Nagurskl Molends

'l'nuehdnwm—lhﬁxm, Krause, Xare [2],
Strong.

Poinis after lnn!hllmm:-stm 131, Mans
ders, Brumbaug]

Fleld nnIL_Mnmlen 31,
Bubstitutions—Glants—Richards fer Stroag,
Irwin for Owen, Clancy for Newman, Camp-
bell for Flaherty, Krause for Molenda, Cane
nella for Gibson,

Bears—Manders for Nagurskl, Grange fer
Brumbaugh, Richards for Lyman, Stahiman
for Musso, Zeller for Hewitt, Cerbett for
Grange, Brumbaugh for Molesworth, Mane
ders for Ronzani, Bisk for Manders, Brum.
baugh for Corbett.

Heferee—Tommy Hughitt [Buffale].
plre—Bobby Cahn {Chleago]l. Kield judge
—Robert Karch [Columbus, 0.], Hend
lnesman—Dan Tehan [Clnelnnatt],

BY WILFRID SMITH.
Chicago Bears are the football
champions of the world.

‘They won that honor yesterday
afternoon at Wrigley field by whip-
ping their New York rivals, the Glants,
23 to 21 before 21,000 spectators, the
lurgest srowd to see a professional
game In Chicago since that Thanks-
giving day elght years ago when Red
CGrange, now captain of the world's
cihiampions, made his debut on the
st.me gridiron,

Marshal your adjectives, Bring out
all the superlatives and shift them as
you would juggle a ig-saw puzzie. All
will fit In g description of the cham~
battie,

Ora-

replaced and kicked
fleld goal wlm Brumbaugh holding on

I football

The ball may be seen in the

was traveling plenty.

Still clinging to the boards as he
came Into the end zone, Johany
started some foxy puck handiing.
With short little pokes he mursed the
dise from behind the cage, then curved
it with beautiful finesse buck of Goalls
Chabot's right foot.

No Penalty in First Period.
To many one goal scemed enough

IRVIN BAILEY IN
CRITICAL STATE;

for the first period, but the Cook, NEw uPERATlON
Hheppard, Kendall line didn't think so.
In 19:06 goul No. 3 was registered.

Cook carried the puck over the blue
line on left lce, lost it momentarily,
then recovered with a one band, low
sweeping motion, In this manner he
swooped it to Bheppard to his right
#wnd near the cage, Sheppard slid It
over to Kendall, who batted in his
first major league tally.

Though thero was no letup In the
nggreasiveness In the first periud, not
a penalty was called,

Boston, Mass., Dec. 17.—{(#)—A sec-
ond emergency operation was per-
tormed on Irvin [Ace] Rafley, Toronto
Maple Loafs hockey player, shortly
after noon today. Later doctors at
the City hospital sald hin condition
was poor,

Kendall rather lked the e of scor-
ing blg lekgue goals, so he made an-
other one In 8:26 of the second period.
Cook and Sheppard again assisting.
The Hawks had the ball swinging
around metvlly In the Canadien do-
fense zone and eventually it was
shoved to Kendall at a point about
four feet in fromt of the cage. As
Cabot went into his dance Keadal! Jet
fiv and Chabot didn't even get a piece

Frenchmen got out of the zero ward,
A mblé prcipitated by Joliat, Morenz
and Gagnon drew Gardiner out of the
nets, whereupon Joljat whanged home
the counter.
No Penalty,

‘The second period also passed with-

out any penalties, though the period

Balley sulfered a fractured skull lust

to the lce by Eddle Shore of the Bos-
ton Brulne during a game at the Bos-
ton Garden. X.ray pletures showed
that his skull was fractured over the
tight eye and an emergency opeta-
tion was performed.

After the operation doctors sald
*the next 36 hours will tell the story.”
Balley's fine physical condition helped
him and he showed some improvement
until last night. Dr. Donald Munro,
Boston brain speclalist; declded to op-
erate again and this was done at noon
today, The operation took two hours,

Natalie Defeats Rudolph in
Billiard Tourney, 125 to 102

BY CHARLES BARTLETT.
“The Latin tempcrament of Pasquale

r Cue Standing

Natalle, Chicago's only
in the world's pocket billiards tourna-
ment at the 131 South Wabash ave-
nue Recreatfon room, has been held
in admirable restraint throughout the
greater part of the cue marathon.
Last night, howover, It flared In lll
ita intensity during his match with
Erwin Rudolph of Cleveland, and with
reason. Before he had cooled” off ‘he
had hunded Rudoiph his second de.
feat of the show by a score of 126 to
102 in the bitterest 41 innings of the

Tuesday night when he was knocked | tour;

ey, R
Pasquale's personulity had - been
under excellent control untll the $0th
inning of his argamgnt with Rudolph
last night. Then an'unkind patron
blinked & match in Nnu.lln'l line of

vision, the and|

L HR BG TP TI
Andrew Ponzl .. 164 8 843 o0
Erwin Rudolph 2 80 © BOR 108
Jumes Caran 2 7 14 780 110
(lmrn Kelly . 5 3 48 16 00 157
W 3 a5 10

443 9

4 Do 27

LS 1)

o o6 1e

T 6o 22
afternoon games will be reduced to

one st 3 o'clock today, when Ralph
Greenléat of New York, the defénding
ehampion, who has. lost six games,
will be matched againat Mosconi, The
meot will, ﬂlﬂ Thursiny night.

causing him. not only ln scratch after
u run of elght, but to bounce the cue
ma«mnudunwim;nut
show of savagery. Referee Joo
guson of New York was forced to
vise him to take it easy.

Natalle then gettied down and’ ntm-
allowing Rudolph, w hn obvioualy. was,
off his game; to take a lead.
82 in the 37th Innk
the high run of: the game, s 28, vnllul

of 104 to/
W

waa terminated by a: -uiml ln

d.all
hn Nmupxudnlph match
t vu th- tout udm;

hrough

with' iabx :vm
nll om lﬂll. !ho Iamr ldmlnllhmd

FOXX AMERICAN
LEAGUE BATTING
KING WITH .35

[AVERAGES ON PAGE 26.)
The American lengue officlal batting
averages released thls morning have
@ distinet, In fact almost monotonous,

o4 | Foxx tone, despite the’ fact that the

Philadolphla Athletics' great right
handed slugger finished the 1033 sca-
son ‘with the lowest mdrk any league
champion has had sines 1908,

‘Foxx topped the American league
regulnrs  with 366, Bvery .batting
champ since Ty Cobb finished , with
.324 n 1908 has had a higher rating,
and Jimmy's 1933 figure s the fourth
lowest to win the championship in the
history of the American, league,

Foxx did so many other things, how:
ever, thit bis 860 -vd'l‘c brought
from hi

Sons of Malta
Beat Sparta
Leaders, 1-0

The Detrolt Sons of Malta, unde-
feated Michi soceer i de-

tho Glants' 16 yard line. Score: IBears,
84 Giants, 0.
Manors Kicls 40 Yards,

SECOND PERIOD—Grange returned
Kink Richard's punt to the Giants’ 46
yard line. Ronzani swept around the
Glants’ left end for 2 yards. Ronzani
caught a pass and was tackled on
the Glants’ 29 yard strip. Ronzani hit
right tackle for 2 yards. Two forward
passes failed and the Bears lost §
yards. place kicked with

feated tho Sparta Leaders, 1 to 0,
yesterday in an intercity game at
Sparta stadium, 21st street and Kost-
mer avenuo, The first period was
nooreless, though it was marked by
hard play on botn sides.

The lone goal was scored by John
Marshall after ten minutes of the
second period, when he beat Coalle
Baer of Sparta close In. Brown and
‘Willlamson of Detroit, with brilliant
defensive work, held off several scor-
(ng threats by the Spartans during the
remainder of the game,

‘Weiboldt Wonderboldts won &n easy
8 to 1 victory over the Hungarian-

Americans at De Paul stadium. A.
‘Waldron scured four goals in the first
pu-!nﬂ. Monroa got three and Ldlly
netted the only mark-

forth no
He led both lunnu hnman.'

48, for Instance, On_ April 24 ‘and
IGI"I on July 2 bhe ‘broke looge on
extra‘ base forays. Om

w, mtc
\vnh o Ian( °§,ym mm— und wro

Lpru 24 he knocked three triples and |V
8 homer and fn the second game on
July 2 mnol a double, a triple nd
two home rui

Heinle llnlula, a former batting
was second 'among the

l' tor the Hungarians.

124th Fleld Artillery armory at 624
street and .Cottage Grove avenue will
be the scene of an lndm soccer game

W

nna !lu Sparta Ludnl.

BONS OF
IAL‘IA aJ.
«rs Brown
DI

Brumbaugh holding the ball on New

Newman Passes, Manders Kicks,

Football's greatest offensive teams
loosed a series of thrills which warmed
the thousands In the chill concrete
grandstands and those who packed the
bleachers to capacity. These perfect
gridiron machines—200 pound lines be-
hind which marchad the speediest of
backs—were almost unstoppable. Pos-
session of the ball was gignal for &
acoring drive.

Three times the Glants crossed the
Bears’ goal line, wheeled down the
fleld by the superhuman throws of
Harry Newman. These major scores
overhbalanced the two touchdown
drives of the Bears, but the Glants
could not mateh the field goals from
the toe of the automatic Jack
Manders, the ace of the Bears' attack,
Four times Manders almed for the
uprights, and three of hia tries salled
over the bar. Thess nine polnts were
the margin from which was many.
factured a champlonship.

Heroes? They All Qualify!

Perhaps Jack Manders should he
number one hero In this battle of
super-players. Certainly his contribu-
tion of three feld goals would reccive
a favorable vote. Or perhaps MHarry
Newman of the Glants, who completed
13 forward passes in 19 attempts for
o total gain of 201 yards; who caught
every punt he could get under, should
be the hero.
It has become custom that a footr
ball game should have a Frank Merrl-
well. But tn this game, after you've
thought of Ken Strong and Kink
Richards of the Giants; after you have
considered the battering Bronko Na-
gurskl, that fleld general; Carl Brum-
baugh, the agile Keith Molesworth,
the dependable Red Grange of the
Bears, you realize that THIS footbal!
game belonged to the teams. No bet-
ter example of team work and uniform
direction can be found in the history
of the sport.

and ran to the Bears' 20 yard lime.
Newman forward passed to Badgro
down center for touchdown. Strong
placckicked the point. Score: Glants,
7: Beats, 6.

Nagurski Smashes Line.

THIRD PERIOD—RIichards kicked
out of bounds on Bears' 37 yard line.
Nagurski smashed over Grant for 14

yards, A pass falled. Ronzani went
through Grant for 3 yards and Nagur-
skl cut back over center to the Glants'
39 yard line, Corbett passed to Brum-
baugh, who was downed on the New
York 12 yard line,

Corbett and Nagursiki, in three plays,
gained 2 yards, Manders place kicked
with Brumbaugh holding the ball on
the Glants’ 18 yard line. Score: Bears,
9; Giants, 7.

to his own 27 yard strip.

Newman returned Manders' kickoft

1(;?:::;: 4: yard line. Score: Bears, 6; Do Everything Weli.

s 0. 1

The Glants kick- passes de-
o o thele 38 yurd lm. A pass talled. | Pended on “wpesty 0";"""“ and the
Xhe 8 S fow defenders. Manders’ fleld goals re-
offside. Rlehnnu hit inside Lyman

quired colperation of passer, holder,
and the line. And In all mechanies of
the game, blocking and tackling, the
players left slight chance of criticism,
Six times the lead changed. And on
ench occasions that New York or Chi-
cago went to the fore the tension in-
creased. Spectecular plays fentured
the final desperate rallies, in which
these post graduate performers
brought out from the repertoire tricks
that seldom, if ever, have -been
on the gridiron.
Last Minute Rally Again!
,lnt 1t seemed that Manders might
win the game solely by kicking. ‘vnat
poasibllity scon was discarded in the
last series of goal line sprints. But
as climax plled on climax the Bears,
whose fourth period rallies now have
become famous, completed a forward-
latera) pass with only three minutes

passed to Burnett for 23 yards, New-

of the game and tacked tho
anal victory statistics securely to the

An Injury on the lett aide of Bailey's
head was more severe than dndon

38th,

The game, was .the
the tournament, Punulv mrlu nqg

was even more aggresive than the league's regulars, with 338, man passed again to Burnett for 18| o0 gooreboard in center fleld,

first. at first belioved. 3| tne record-of 20| Helnlo had the longest batting mtreak | SEATS yards. A pass fafled. After both|™ ., QGiants led, 31 to 16, as the
The Hawks still were on the of:|o'elock Mrs. Mabel nuloyl,y the 'play-| youns Willle umx FARS Hihs of the year, -hiting In 83 straight| storbe an g-;."eh:':d’: ;m_:‘m; :‘:;: weary gladiators girded for the final
fensive in the third period even though |er's wite, and Connle Smythe, mans-| Young Jimmy Caras, m‘gnm. ql games, and led the league in' triples Hoars 81 pasb gl n paweed minutes of the fray. Could the Bears

with 17. Gehrig was third with .334

" & th with".331: score once more? And if they did,
| and Al S8immons wan four g

they led, 3 to 1, at the outset of the of the Toronto team,
= ' e w urw i | umnar, took" 403 could they hold that lead? These

':uhh

been fn Boston awaiting & turn ip the tonunonmeﬂu:'dlymum.

Thi

: Funnerup, ) c he Giants
| Simmons’ record ' 'ab - mﬁuvd to the thoughts of the thousands
i et o st R R 20 T Ty e h T P ek SER , er ed T
buck on their hesls. Cook carried the | Kunro. b o Hho yo - | s . A% 18”04 3‘#".‘.‘"' LAY Marghall, e e T hueds fotioa | U1 othet of the teams.
puck into the Canadion defense zone, | Bailey was no worse after the sec- Bimmons 005 -85 200 201 °14 110 ‘381 W 0 to gain at Giants’ Linemen Rise Up.

passed to Kendall in front of the cage
a bit to Chabot's left. Bil] braced and
beat Chahot without the French
mdlc having mueh of an jdea where
bs W'} shooting.

ond operation, Dr, ltmm said 1m
today .In a

case, but *it will be touch and go m-
the next three or four days," the spe-
ciallst added, i

Caras’ ‘triumph put him in a tle with
Rudoiph for second place, The youthe
@ [ful Del,, Greek,. who once
attepded Bowen High school in- Chi-
cago, was {n_front all the way.,

The. tournament _schedule - of - two

The Bears took the ball on Strong's
kickoff. Twice they made first down,
advanced to midfield, and then, sud-

[Continued on page 75, column 13

gal Lyman.
over center und Strong place lkicked
the point. Scores Giants, 14; Boars, 9,
Strong kicked off to Corbett, who

Continuied ra. pags 38, coleum 5]

,Box. players. got: into. the - superia:
2| tives in only one batting department.
Mule Haas, an ol time sacrificer,
made 30 sacrifices to lead the league
in:1083. 5

BCORES.
'u:uu. lft‘!-or-l Park, 0.

Sparta Seconds, 0; Cussho

Itallan A. 2 llllllI Rep. cub, 0,
Judean : Pligrima, 2.
Calupet Pari, 5: IM 2.
MM ; British Legion, 2.

SAVE $2.00

When you buy 1
Tide Laundry

Detergent 92-100 oz.
Liquid or 32-42 ct.
Pods Select Varieties

T 9% s

SAVE $1.00

When you buy 1

Charmin Bath Tissue | =152
12 ct. Mega Rolls
Select Varieties

SAVE $1.00

When you buy 1
Bounty

Paper Towels 12 ct.
Big Rolls, Select Varieties

1A -

Iy MyMixx Iy
o 2.00 I\Dll'fgrl.tg:)uponl = 1.00 mfgrl.tgloupon u 1 .00 &lfgr!tgloupon

W YEAR!

Limit 1 offer
per account

Limit 1 offer
per account

SAVE °5

WHEN YOU SPEND #25+

SAVE 510

WHEN YOU SPEND °40+

Limit 1 offer
per account

Price After MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings Clip & Redeem by 1/17/19
Additional Quantities or Price Without MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings: $11.99

Price After MyMixx Digital Mir. Coupon Savings Clip & Redeem by 1/17/19

Price After MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings Clip & Redeem by 1/17/19
Additional Quantities or Price Without MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings: $12.99

Additional Quantities or Price Without MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings: $12.99

OFFERS VALID 1/13/19 THRU 1/17/19




Chicago Tribune | Sectionl | Sunday, January 13, 2019

15

SAVE 55 @

WHEN YOU SPEND %25+

SAVE $2.00

When you buy 1

Tide Laundry

Detergent 92-100 oz.
Liquid or 32-42 ct.
Pods Select Varieties

11.99 1y
- 2.00 Digital

Mfr. Couponj

n'owr.un‘\“
RA
EXTNGS

SAVINGS

Limit 1 offer
per account

Price After MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings Clip & Redeem by 1/17/19
Additional Quantities or Price Without MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings: $11.99

SAVE *10

WHEN YOU SPEND *40+

SAVE $1.00

When you buy 1

Charmin Bath Tissue
12 ct. Mega Rolls
Select Varieties

K w |.4.\. 0AD
EXTRA
SAVINGS I

e 1299,
23 -1.00

Digital
Mfr. Coupon

Limit 1 offer
per account

Price After MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings Clip & Redeem by 1/17/19
Additional Quantities or Price Without MyMixx Digital Mir. Coupon Savings: $12.99

SAVE $1.00

When you buy 1
Bounty 2

Paper Towels 12 ct.
Big Rolls, Select Varieties

1299 1.,
J . 1 '00 Digital

Mfr. Coupon

J Limit 1 offer
per account

Price After MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings Clip & Redeem by 1/17/19
Additional Quantities or Price Without MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings: $12.99

SAVE 50¢

When you buy 1

DOWNLOAD

EXTRA

Cascade SAINCS,
75 0z. or 18-32 ct.
Select Varieties

W el 599
j - 50¢ Digital

; Mfr. Coupon
Cascade; ﬂ
!ﬁ Limit 1 offer
per account

Price After MyMixx Digital Mir. Coupon Savings Clip & Redeem by 1/17/19
Additional Quantities or Price Without MyMixx Digital Mir. Coupon Savings: $5.99

: 3

SAVE $1.00

When you buy 1
Vick’s NyQuil or EXTes

DayQuil 12 oz. Liquid or
24 ct. Caplets, Select Varieties

A 0.

= 1.00 Mfr. Coupon

Limit 1 offer
per account

Price After MyMixx Digital Mfr. Coupon Savings Clip & Redeem by 1/17/19

Additional Quantities or Price Without MyMixx Digital Mir. Coupon Savings: $8.49

SAVE $1.00
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Febreze Air Care EX s
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per account

Price After MyMixx Digital Mir. Coupon Savings Clip & Redeem by 1/17/19
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SAVE $3.00

When you buy 2

Head & Shoulders
or Herbal Essences

bio:renew Hair Care
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ﬂ 2/$12 MyMixx
= 3.00 II\JIIifgri.tgloupon

Limit 1 offer
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With pediatric hospital units across the Chicagoland area, including
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Make a donation or hear the stories of former NICU families,
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‘Hamilton’ star:

Puerto Rico, from Page 1

movie to keep up on the
daily Puerto Rican news,
but it was clear that he is
regarded, increasingly, as in
the words of one taxi driver,
“Puerto Rico’s most power-
ful celebrity advocate.”

“Hamilton” has caused a
stir wherever it has landed,
but the scene outside the
Centro de Bellas Artes Luis
A. Ferré in San Juan still
was extraordinary.

In one corner of the
plaza, high school student
Gustavo Rosa was surprised
by his drama teacher
Miguel Rosa (no relation)
with a ticket to the sold-out
show, even through the
young man had thought he
was just getting to watch a
few celebrity arrivals of the
likes of Shonda Rhimes,
Leslie Odom Jr. and Jimmy
Fallon, who had brought his
“Tonight Show” to the is-
land in honor of “Hamil-
ton” Such was the pro-
longed scream and dance of
joy from the younger Rosa
that many of the scores of
security officers watching
the plaza turned their
heads. “I have been a musi-
cal theater student for seven
years,” Rosa said, jumping
around. “I have been dying
to see this show.”

At the front of the crowd
barrier was 13-year-old Pa-
tricia Schaffer from San
Juan. “T have been obsessed
with ‘Hamilton’ since I was
in sixth grade” she said,
seeming almost too excited
to speak. “This is the high-
light of my year?”

Indeed the opening,
which commanded a huge
exterior footprint filled
with sponsors, theatergo-
ers, gawkers and police offi-
cers, seemed like the high-
light of everyone’s tough
year here. Even the pro-
testers on the plaza arguing
for statehood for the U.S.
territory said they were glad
Miranda and “Hamilton”
were on the island.

“We welcome the musi-
cal here because it givesus a
chance to air our issues
before every leading news-
paper in America,” said Jose
Olmos, who said he was a
veteran of the U.S. armed
forces and a statehood ac-
tivist looking forward to
protesting in front of the
delegation of members of
U.S. Congress expected to
see “Hamilton” in Puerto
Rico on Sunday night.

“T want to ask them, are
they really living up to the
standards of Alexander
Hamilton, a disenfran-
chised immigrant, a poor
man from the Caribbean?”

Standing next to Olmos
was Dan Santiago, clad in
“Hamilton”-like attire.
“Puerto Rico should be the
51st state,” he said, grinning
at the cameras and report-
ers looking his way.

Across the plaza was a
Chicagoan named Carolyn
Kaiser, who had bought a
T-shirt for her niece, Zoe,
only to find herself the
winner of a raffle in aid of
the Flamboyan Arts Fund, a
philanthropy dedicated to
the arts in Puerto Rico and a
main beneficiary of the de-
cision by “Hamilton” pro-
ducer Jeffrey Seller to price
some tickets affordably so
local residents could attend

Centro de Bellas Artes Luis A. Ferré. Sydney works on the New York production of the play.

while dedicating most of
the best seats as costly
fundraisers.

On Saturday morning,
the Flamboyan Arts Fund
had no more tickets avail-
able.

“We want to use our
presence here to restart the
arts in Puerto Rico,” Seller
said in an interview before
the show. “This night re-
minds me of the power of
theater to buoy spirits,
change lives and do good””

The show sold out im-
mediately, and many of
those who traveled from the
mainland said they spent
hundreds of dollars on their
tickets, although some said
they were glad to be helping
the recovery after 2017’s
Hurricane Maria.

Kaiser, though, had spent
only $75 on the T-shirt and
had been flown to the show.
“This is, like, the craziest
thing that ever happened to
me,” she said.

The Puerto Rican “Ham-
ilton” is not a dedicated
company but the launch of
another North American
touring troupe, one headed
to San Francisco after three
weeks in the Caribbean.
Miranda will not be going

with it — actor Julius
Thomas IITI will step into
the role as the new “Hamil-
ton” company will increase
the size of the ticket inven-
tory of a stunningly prof-
itable theatrical brand, with
sit-down productions in
New York, Chicago and
London. But Miranda,
Seller said, intends to per-
form every show in San
Juan.

For those who had seen
Miranda perform the show
on Broadway, the improve-
ment in his singing and
dancing was notable, a con-
sequence, most likely, of his
work on the movie “Mary
Poppins Returns” And al-
though very much the same
show, of course, the new
company featured an ex-
ceptional performance
from Donald Webber Jr. in
the role of Aaron Burr
Webber’s cool, laconic ener-
gy was a fine foil for Miran-
da’s signature warmth.

Still, the story of the night
was the two-way flow of
emotion from Miranda’s ap-
pearance on an island
whose people have been at
the core of so much of his
work and now clearly ex-
pect Miranda to look after

State trooper, 34, killed while
stopped for crash on 1-294

BY JEREMY GORNER,
ROSEMARY SOBOL
AND ELvIA MALAGON
Chicago Tribune

An Illinois state trooper
was killed Saturday while
responding to a traffic crash
on I-294 in the Northbrook
area, state police and
sources said.

Trooper Christopher
Lambert was on his way
home just before 4:45 p.m.
when he came across a
crash involving multiple
cars in the northbound
lanes of 1-294 near Willow
Road, said Leo Schmitz,
director of Illinois State
Police, during a news con-
ference late Saturday.

Schmitz described
Lambert, 34, as making a
“typical trooper move”
when he stopped on the left
shoulder to investigate the
crash. “He sees a three-
vehicle crash, he positions
his vehicle in the left-hand
lanes so to save the lives of
those people in the crash,”
Schmitz said. “He was
struck and lost his life while

he was doing that”

A motorist traveling
north hit Lambert while he
was outside his police car,
Schmitz said. Lambert was
standing alongside the orig-
inal crash when he was
struck, said Sgt. Jacqueline
Cepeda, a spokeswoman for
state police. “He died pre-
venting others from injury,”
Cepeda said.

A nurse who was on the
scene performed CPR on
Lambert until paramedics
transported him to Glen-
brook Hospital in Glenview.
He was pronounced dead at
7:24 p.m. Saturday, Schmitz
said.

Lambert had been as-
signed to the Tollway Dis-
trict, according to a source
familiar with the incident.
He had been with the de-
partment for five years,
Schmitz said. He is survived
by his l-year-old daughter,
his wife and his parents.

Officers who worked
closely with Lambert de-
scribed him as a hard
worker who was known for
getting tasks done, Schmitz

said. “He was a go-getter;”
said Trooper Duane Chap-
pell, one of Lambert’s co-
workers.

The traffic crash remains
under investigation, though
Schmitz said Saturday’s
snowfall could have played
a role. “We lost our trooper,
we became weaker. We lost
one of our own, one of our
best. Everybody loved him.”

The last Illinois State
Police trooper killed while
on duty was Ryan Albin,
who died in June 2017 after
a downstate highway crash
involving a tractor-trailer
near a construction zone.

On March 28, 2013,
Trooper James Sauter, 28, of
Vernon Hills, was killed
while on duty on I-294 near
Northbrook. His police car
had been parked on the
shoulder of the southbound
lanes when the driver of a
semitractor-trailer
slammed into it, authorities
previously said.

Jjgorner@chicagotribune.com
rsobol@chicagotribune.com
emalagon@chicagotribune.com

their interests.

On Friday, Miranda’s first
entrance as Hamilton was
greeted by a prolonged

T just love this island so much’

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS
Lin-Manuel Miranda waves the flag of Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory, after Friday’s performance of his award-winning musical “Hamilton” in San Juan.

Paul McQue, of Scotland, arrives for opening night in San

Juan wearing novelty socks in tribute to the title character.

standing ovation that at first
seemed to threaten the abil-
ity of the show to proceed.
Even by “Hamilton” stand-
ards, it was an extraordi-
nary burst of affection for a
favorite son, returning at
the peak of his influence.
Onlookers wondered if he
felt the obligation that

comes with such adoration.

“I couldn’t see anybody;”
Miranda said of the mo-
ment, after the show, “but I
felt my hair move.”

Chris Jones is a Tribune
critic.

¢jones5@chicagotribune.com
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Dems ‘stand together; Republicans needed

Pritzker, from Page 1

gested Democrats would be
unified on big issues he
campaigned on and that he
would make an effort to
work with the GOP.

“We won in a big way, not
just in my race, but across
the state, on those very
issues,” he said. “So I believe
the Democrats stand to-
gether on most of those
issues””

But Pritzker also faces big
challenges. Illinois has a $74
billion pile of unpaid bills.
Rebuilding roads and
bridges will cost money.
Payments for state worker
and teacher retirements
keep going up. He'll have to
negotiate a new contract
with the state’s largest em-
ployee union, which en-
dorsed him, after it re-
mained at an impasse with
Rauner for years.

And that’s not to mention
unexpected challenges any
governor faces, such as na-
tural disasters and changing
political winds.

Addressing some of those
issues could mean some
unpopular decisions, and
keeping Democrats at the
Capitol united and voting in
the same direction might
not always be easy.

Some of Pritzker’s big
plans are sure to invite at
least some controversy.
Raising the minimum wage
will upset the business com-
munity. Legalizing marijua-
na and sports betting will
invite criticism of relying on
vice taxes. Fixing roads and
bridges could hit people in
the wallet if gas taxes rise to
pay for it.

And his hope to change
the state’s income tax struc-
ture to a federal-style gradu-
ated system will invite a war
with Republicans that could
last until the idea hits the
ballot no earlier than 2020.

“I want to work with
Republicans to make sure
that their voices are heard”
Pritzker said. “Look, are we
going to disagree on some
things? Of course we are.
But I like to say that good
ideas can come from any-
where.

“The values that we fight
for are really common val-

ues that everybody shares,”
he said. “So that’s one of the
reasons that, despite the fact
that we have supermajori-
ties in the House and Senate,
we have to have Republican
voices at the table.”

Pritzker doesn’t have
much time to settle in. His
first budget proposal is due
next month.

“Here’s the good news for
JB. Pritzker: After a 22-
month campaign, he was
elected governor of Illinois
in November;” Democratic
political consultant David
Axelrod said when intro-
ducing Pritzker on his pod-
cast last week. “And here’s
the bad news: He was
elected governor of Illinois
in November, and there are
a boatload of problems he’s
gonna face”

Quick start

Pritzker’s inauguration
festivities start with service
projects Sunday and a meet-
and-greet at Springfield’s
Old State Capitol. His Mon-
day swearing-in will be a
pomp-filled event where
other statewide officers will
take the oath, too, including
Lt. Gov. Julianna Stratton
and Chicago mayoral candi-
date and Illinois Comptrol-
ler Susana Mendoza.

A fancy party will follow
that night. Democrats in the
Illinois General Assembly,
though, already have been
trying to give Pritzker a
head start.

For starters, Senate Presi-
dent John Cullerton held
onto gun control legislation
lawmakers approved
months ago, keeping the
paperwork off Rauner’s
desk because he had threat-
ened a veto. Instead, that bill
to give the state more over-
sight of gun dealers could be
among the first bills that
Pritzker gets to sign, letting
the governor take an early
victory lap.

It's a similar story for
legislation that allows Illi-
nois to sell the Thompson
Center, the state’s head-
quarters in the Loop.
Rauner craved the opportu-
nity to sell the building and
even built the sale price into
budget proposals. Lawmak-

ers approved the bill in May,
but Cullerton never sent it
to Rauner.

Now, it, too, could end up
on Pritzker’s desk. The gov-
ernor-elect didn’t say
whether he’d sign that bill,
but he did indicate his
support for selling the build-
ing.

“I think that the Thomp-
son Center is something
that we should be selling,
but not just in theory,” he
said.

He said Rauner didn’t
work with Mayor Rahm
Emanuel to cut a deal.

“There are things you
have to work out with the
city of Chicago,” Pritzker
said. “The current governor,
unwilling to work with the
mayor of the city of Chicago
to try and work those things
out. ’'m not unwilling, and I
think we need to look hard
at making sure that if we do
it that we get the right terms
so that we can go out ... to
the market and sell”

“Im going to give this
administration the benefit
of the doubt until ’'m prov-
en otherwise” Durkin said
in an interview from his
Capitol office. “But as of
right now, the communica-
tions and meetings that I've
had with this administration
have been positive. I can say
that there are issues that
we’ll probably never sup-
port, and they know that as
well”

Pritzker has been an-
nouncing the top members
of his administration in
batches since November.
His chief of staff will be his
campaign manager, Anne
Caprara. Former state
Comptroller Dan Hynes,
former state Rep. Christian
Mitchell and Chicago Park
District Board Chairman
Jesse Ruiz will be deputy
governors. Pritzker’s agency
heads include former Re-
publican state Rep. David
Harris at the Department of
Revenue.

“I want to work with Republicans to
make sure that their voices are hear

— Gov.-elect JB. Pritzker

Last week, the House and
Senate voted to allow
Pritzker to pay his agency
heads 15 percent more than
Rauner was allowed to, a
request by the Democrat in
hopes of attracting people to
the jobs. Days later, the
governor-elect announced
he will use his own money
to bolster his top govern-
ment aides’ salaries.

Lawmakers also ap-
proved a bill allowing
Pritzker to oust members of
the Illinois Tollway board.

House Republican leader
Jim Durkin gotonboard asa
show of “good faith”

It mlght be in Republi-
cans’ best interest to play
ball with Pritzker on some
issues in order to have
influence on the outcomes
of other big matters. If they
don’t, they might miss out.
Democrats’ big majorities in
the House and Senate mean
they can do almost anything
they want without Republi-
can votes.

And on Thursday, he
promised to shift some of
his immense wealth into a
blind trust to avoid conflicts
of interest, but it’s unclear
whether he will be able to
fully wall off his fortune
from his official duties as
Illinois governor.

Democratic
factions

Democrats have 74 law-
makers in the Illinois House
to Republicans’ 44. In the
Senate, Democrats have a
40-19 advantage.

But not all Democrats are
the same. November’s blue
wave midterm election
swept Democrats to victory
in suburban Chicago dis-
tricts long held by Republi-
cans — places where GOP
losses would have been un-
thinkable in previous years.

Those Democrats from
more conservative districts
might be a little more skit-
tish about racking up voting

records supporting a litany
of progressive issues or a tax
hike or two that might
threaten to hit their constit-
uents hard. Pritzker might
have to work harder to win
their votes, and the millions
of dollars he spent helping
Democrats in November
might help convince them
he'll be in their corner if
they go along,

It might not matter in the
end if they don’t. Democrats
have so many votes in
Springfield now that they
can afford to shed some and
still pass bills to Pritzker.
Still, having more lawmak-
ers means party leaders like
Pritzker and House Speaker
Michael Madigan also have
more people to keep track
of, and those lawmakers
could form powerful fac-
tions inside the party.

“Factional politics are
much harder to understand,
even if you're in the middle
of it. Who’s on what side?”
Mooney said. “Think about
the voters. It’s tough for the
voters. They don’t know:
What kind of Democrat are
you? A Madigan Democrat?
Are you aradical Democrat?
Are you a conservative
Democrat?”

Some small cracks al-
ready are showing State
Rep. Marty Moylan, a Des
Plaines Democrat, says he
won’t vote to legalize mari-
juana. And Democratic state
Rep. Anne Stava-Murray of
Naperville didn’t vote for
Madigan for speaker.

Still, Madigan has shown
an ability to control legisla-
tion in Springfield during
his national record tenure as
House speaker. On the last
day of the 100th Illinois
House, Madigan adjourned
by saying lawmakers of both
parties deserved credit for
standing up to Rauner to
end the budget impasse.

“We all know that over
the last four years, why, all of
us as members of the legisla-
ture have been involved in
an epic struggle with the
executive department,”
Madigan said. “What hap-
pened, happened.”

Tough choices

The story of state govern-

ment for years has been its
troubled finances, and
Pritzker’s proposed solu-
tions so far have been short
on specifics.

He wants to move the
state to a graduated income
tax, a system that taxes
people at higher rates the
more money they make. But
he’s steadfastly declined to
say what those income tax
rates should be, saying they
need to be negotiated with
the legislature.

Legal marijuana and
sports betting could bring in
some more money, but both
issues are complicated with
a lot of details to sort out.
Asked when Illinoisans will
be able to buy legal weed or
bet on Chicago Bears games,
he pointed to lawmakers’
predictions that marijuana
could be available by 2020,
but he gave no such predic-
tion about gambling expan-
sion.

Pritzker is scheduled to
deliver a budget to lawmak-
ers Feb. 20, six days before
the Chicago municipal elec-
tion that’s likely to steal
some of the political atten-
tion away from the new
governor’s opening months
in office. Asked if he plans to
deliver big proposals in his
first budget or instead make
modest changes in his first
year, Pritzker said he’s “not
going small.”

He said his administra-
tion will have to balance
short-, medium- and long-
term goals.

“But you do all those
things at once,” he said. “You
begin those things at the
same time.”

Mooney says that now
that he’s in office, Pritzker
might have to learn to tell
some people “no” if he
wants to dig Illinois out of a
financial hole. Transitioning
from campaign speeches to
policy particulars is a
change all new governors
have to make, he said.

“Up to that point, all
they’d have to say is pleasant
things. Warm, fuzzy things,”
Mooney said. “And then,
when in office, you have to
make choices.”

mriopell@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @mikeriopell
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Preckwinkle, watchdog at
odds over travel finances

BY GREGORY PRATT
Chicago Tribune

Cook County Board Pres-
ident Toni Preckwinkle and
the inspector general are at
odds over whether she
should reimburse the
county for security costs
associated with her political
travel.

In his office’s most recent
quarterly report, Cook
County Inspector General
Patrick Blanchard wrote
that the county should be
logging when government
vehicles are used to trans-
port Preckwinkle to politi-
cal events and she should
reimburse the county for
related expenses. But
Preckwinkle, who is run-
ning for Chicago mayor,
argues that her office enti-
tles her to taxpayer-funded
security.

Cook County’s vehicle
policy prohibits the use of
vehicles for any non-official
county business, and the
ethics code prohibits
county property or re-
sources to be used for politi-
cal activity, Blanchard said.

“All government funds
should be used only for
official government pur-
poses,” Blanchard said in an
interview last week. He also
said there needs to be a
“better effort to create a
process to delineate official
business from non-county
business, political or other-
wise” Blanchard said the
county should be reim-
bursed for miles and em-
ployees’ time on the clock
related to political activities.

Preckwinkle’s office says
the vehicle and security
detail are used “solely for
protection purposes and
not political purposes.”

Preckwinkle spokes-
woman Becky Schlikerman
said in a statement that
Preckwinkle is president of
the county board “24 hours
a day, seven days a week and
365 days a year” She also
said that previous board
presidents have been given
full use of security detail.

“As part of this office, she
is entitled to protective
services. It’s insulting for

anyone to suggest that Pres-
ident Preckwinkle, the first
African-American woman
elected to this office, would
be entitled to less protection
than the men across the hall
and the men who have
previously held this office,”
Schlikerman said.

Schlikerman added that
the president’s office is “in
compliance with all policies
related to travel and any
suggestion otherwise is in-
accurate.”

Elected officials have
been known to disagree
with the inspector general’s
findings, recommendations
and even the scope of his
power.

Blanchard and then-Re-
corder of Deeds Karen
Yarbrough clashed in April
2017 after he found that she
hired U.S. Rep. Danny Davis’
nephew in violation of aban
on political hiring. She
countered that Blanchard’s
report was “much ado
about nothing.”

When Blanchard investi-
gated allegations that an
employee of then-Cook
County Assessor Joseph
Berrios took property tax
exemptions he was ineligi-
ble to receive, Berrios
balked, and a legal fight
ensued over whether the
inspector general had the
authority to investigate the
assessor’s office. The Illi-
nois Supreme Court ulti-
mately sided with Blan-
chard in December 2016.

The dispute comes as
Preckwinkle campaigns to
succeed Rahm Emanuel as
Chicago’s mayor.

Emanuel does not reim-
burse City Hall for any
travel to campaign-related
events in Chicago, his ad-
ministration confirmed, be-
cause “the mayor is the
mayor wherever he goes in
the city” and requires pro-
tection from Chicago police
officers. Emanuel does,
however, have a policy for
reimbursing the city for
expenses related to any po-
litical trips out of town.

That policy was estab-
lished after a 2014 Chicago
Tribune report found
Emanuel had used city

funds to pay for trips during
which he solicited cam-
paign contributions and at-
tended political events that
included little or no official
city business. The Tribune
detailed at least 15 such
taxpayer-funded trips, and
Emanuel personally repaid
the city nearly $22,000 in
response and directed his
staff to draft travel rules to
ensure no taxpayer money
was spent on any “cam-
paign-related business.”

In cases where Emanuel
mixed government and
campaign business on a trip,
the policy calls for the city
to be reimbursed for the
percentage of time on the
trip that was related to
politics. His travel guide-
lines, though, did not spell
out what the mayor consid-
ered campaign business,
leaving him wide discretion
to deem which travel costs
he would cover and which
taxpayers would pick up,
without having to disclose
what he did on the trips.

Records released by the
county in response to a
Tribune request show
Preckwinkle has reim-
bursed the county just once
as county board president.
In that instance, the state
previously paid her for
mileage after she attended a
December 2016 meeting of
presidential electors in
Springfield, records show.
Preckwinkle cut the county
a check for $231.92, records
show.

Schlikerman said in a
statement that Preckwinkle
“covers costs when the trav-
el is for non-county busi-
ness.”

Former federal prose-
cutor Lori Lightfoot, who is
also running for mayor, said
Preckwinkle should reim-
burse the county for her
political expenses.

Mayoral candidate Ama-
ra Enyia, a public policy
consultant, echoed Light-
foot.

Chicago Tribune’s Bill Ruth-
hart contributed.

gpratt@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @royalpratt
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BY GREGORY PRATT
Chicago Tribune

In response to criticism of
Cook County Board Presi-
dent Toni Preckwinkle’s
mayoral campaign over an
ad focused on the Laquan

sure local government over
the 2014 shooting.

Many others have taken
“ownership” of their role in
revealing the facts behind
McDonald’s case, Hunter
noted.

The family did not know

Pfleger, pastor at St. Sabina
Church, criticized Preck-
winkle’s ad, saying it disre-
spects the contributions of
young activists who took to
the streets to bring atten-
tion to the McDonald case.
Former federal prose-

O/ McDonald shooting, Preckwinkle’scampaignwas cutor Lori Lightfoot said in
o McDonald’s great-uncle said  making the commercial, he a statement that Preckwin-
] ernPYED Friday that the family of the  said, until staff reached out kle’s use of the McDonald

o slain teenager was not of- before it aired to show him video “proves she is not

fended by the commercial. the video. Hunter said he ready to lead” And policy
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During a news conference
at Grace Memorial Baptist
Church on the West Side, the
Rev. Marvin Hunter said he
did not know Preckwinkle
had taken action to release to
the media the autopsy re-
sults on McDonald, who was
shot 16 times by a police
officer in 2014. But Hunter
said it was “good to learn”
there were local officials
concerned about the family.

“When I saw this par-
ticular commercial, I saw it
as Toni telling her story
(and) she certainly has a
right to tell what role she
played,” said Hunter, whom
Preckwinkle’s campaign
quoted praising the candi-
date in a news release an-
nouncing the new ad.

Hunter said he has al-
ways tried not to reduce his
nephew’s death to someone
else getting a job or winning
elected office. But he said he
thanks everyone who
worked diligently to pres-

was not asked explicitly
whether he was OK with it
but got the sense that Preck-
winkle would not have run
the ad without his consent,
which he gave. Hunter also
he said he would vote for
Preckwinkle.

Eager to change the sub-
ject in the mayoral race after
spending a week talking
about her relationship with
embattled Southwest Side
Ald. Edward Burke, Preck-
winkle released the ad
Wednesday. On Thursday
she called anews conference
to address fellow candidate
Garry McCarthy, who was
police superintendent at the
time of the shooting, after he
criticized the ad.

By then, Preckwinkle
was facing criticism from
young activists and others
who said she was trying to
take too much credit for
bringing the alleged
McDonald cover-up to
light. The Rev. Michael

consultant Amara Enyia re-
leased a statement about
Preckwinkle’s ad saying no-
body should take credit for a
community-led effort.

But on Friday, Hunter
said he did not agree with
the critics and called on
activists who are passionate
about McDonald’s case to
be at the criminal court-
house next week.

Jason Van Dyke, the Chi-
cago police officer who shot
McDonald, is scheduled for
sentencing. A judge’s ruling
also is expected in a con-
spiracy trial against three
current and former Chicago
police officers.

“Let’s not expend any
time as to whether or not
Toni should be mayor or
should not be mayor;” he
said. “This is not about
politics. This is about justice
for Laquan”

gpratt@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @royalpratt
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Government shutdown
affecting airports, CTA

Flow of federal
money to city’s
transit agency cut

BY MARY WISNIEWSKI
Chicago Tribune

The continuing govern-
ment shutdown, now the
longest in U.S. history, is
starting to affect airport
operations and has cut the
flow of federal money to
transit agencies, including
the CTA.

The shutdown affects
800,000 federal workers,
including Transportation
Security Administration
agents at the nation’s air-
ports and Federal Aviation
Administration air traffic
controllers and inspectors.
Some workers are on fur-
lough, while others are
required to work even
though they had to miss
their first paycheck Friday.

Among the agencies af-
fected by the shutdown is
the CTA, which uses fed-
eral funding to pay for
construction projects like
station renovations.

The shutdown is already
affecting some airport op-
erations, though no prob-
lems have been reported
yet in Chicago. The TSA
has seen an increase in
workers calling in sick, and
Miami International Air-
port plans to cut off access
to one of its terminals over
the weekend in order to
send TSA workers to busier
checkpoints.

Chicago’s Aviation De-
partment is talking with the
TSA and is ready with
contingency plans if they
are needed, spokeswoman
Lauren Huffman said.

Larry Willis, president of
the Transportation Trades
Department of the AFL-
CIO, which represents 32
unions that cover trans-
portation workers, said he
thinks the nation’s trans-
portation system is cur-
rently safe and would not
recommend that people
avoid flying. But he said
safety is an “ongoing mis-
sion,” and every day the

shutdown drags on is a
cause for concern.

“We demand the highest
safety and security stand-
ards for our transportation
network, and rightfully so,”
Willis said. With the shut-
down reaching its 21st day
Friday, “we think those
standards are wunder
duress,” Willis said.

Willis noted the nation’s
air traffic control system,
for example, is already
understaffed and said
workers not getting paid is
causing “incredible stress”
He said that other federal
workers who inspect air-
lines and maintenance fa-
cilities and certify aircraft
manufacturing are fur-
loughed.

“Over time, that’s going
to have a detrimental effect
on our ability to maintain
the high standards the
American people require,”
Willis said.

Willis said that the shut-
down also is affecting tran-
sit and commuter rail, with
grants being suspended to
transit agencies. Ninety
percent of the workforce at
the Federal Transit Admin-
istration is on furlough.

CTA spokesman Brian
Steele said day-to-day oper-
ations at the agency are not
affected, but it is not getting
federal grant funding to pay
for ongoing expenses for
construction projects.

“If we don’t see a resolu-
tion shortly, CTA will need
to look at how we utilize
our limited resources,”
Steele said.

Steele said the delay is
not sustainable, and the
agency hopes to see a reso-
lution soon.

President  Donald
Trump wants $5.7 billion to
build a wall on the border
with Mexico, and he has
threatened to keep the gov-
ernment shut down until
he gets it. Democrats say
that the wall would be a
poor use of federal money,
and talks to reopen the
government this week have
failed.

TSA workers are consid-
ered essential federal em-

ployees and had to go to
work Friday, though they
were not paid. The percent-
age of TSA workers who
called in sick on Thursday
was 5.1 percent, compared
to a 3.3 percent unsched-
uled absence rate on the
same day last year, TSA
spokesman Michael Bilello
said in a Tweet.

Bilello said the TSA is
working with stakeholders
and industry partners to
look at efforts to consoli-
date officers and opera-
tions. TSA agents are on the
lower end of the federal pay
scale, earning between
$36,000 and $43,000 annu-
ally.

Lines at the nation’s air-
ports have been normal,
Bilello said. On Thursday,
99.9 percent of passengers
waited less than 30 min-
utes, Bilello said. Security
wait times at O’Hare Inter-
national and Midway air-
ports are at 15 minutes or
less, the city’s Aviation De-
partment said.

“We are humbled by the
acts of kindness and sup-
port from industry and the
public, who clearly recog-
nize and admire our offi-
cers’ efforts,” Bilello
tweeted. “TSA will contin-
ue to conduct the critical
work necessary to secure
the nation’s transportation
systems.”

FAA spokesman Gregory
Martin assured the trav-
eling public that the na-
tion’s airspace system is
safe, though air traffic con-
trollers and technicians are
working without pay.

“We are allocating FAA
resources based on risk
assessment to meet all safe-
ty critical functions,” Mar-
tin said.

Earlier this month, the
Air Line Pilots Association
International, which repre-
sents 61,000 pilots, sent a
letter to Trump urging him
to end the shutdown and
warning that it is threat-
ening the safe operations of
the airspace system.

mwisniewski@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @marywizchicago
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CDC: Millions sickened with flu this season

BY KATE THAYER
Chicago Tribune

More than 6 million peo-
ple have been sick with
influenza this season, ac-
cording to data released
Friday by the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, but Illinois num-
bers show this season, so far,
hasn’t been as severe as last
year’s.

The CDC estimates be-
tween 6.2 million and 73
million people across the
country have been infected
with the flu — defined as
having a high fever, sore
throat and other symptoms.
Of those sickened, between
2.9 million and 3.5 million
visited a doctor, and an
estimated 69,000 to 83,500
were hospitalized, accord-
ing to the CDC’s report.
Those numbers are based
on data from about 8.5
percent of the U.S. popula-
tion, or about 27 million
people.

This year, the CDC will
track the flu during the

course of the season, which
began in October. Friday’s
report includes illnesses
contracted since the start of
the season through Jan. 5
and will be updated each
week. In previous years, the
CDC has issued such data at
the end of the season. How-
ever, the report did not
provide data on pediatric
deaths from influenza,
which is another marker
that health officials track.

In Illinois, the most re-
cent data (which also goes
through Jan. 5) shows 163
people have been hospital-
ized for influenza this sea-
son, and one child has died,
according to the Illinois
Department of Public
Health. Only child deaths
are reported.

The state also tracks peo-
ple visiting doctor’s offices
and clinics at sites through-
out the state to record how
many report influenzalike
symptoms. Typically, at any
point in the year, about 1.8
percent of patients will re-
port those symptoms, said

IDPH spokeswoman Mela-
ney Arnold. Last week that
number was 2.93 percent.

In Illinois, reported in-
fluenza illnesses for this
year are trending far below
last year, when flulike ill-
nesses peaked in mid- to late
December with more than 6
percent of patients visiting
physicians with those
symptoms, Arnold said.

The CDC estimates about
49 million people were sick-
ened with flu last season,
deemed the deadliest in
decades, including 960,000
people who were hospital-
ized. And nearly 80,000
died, including 180 children,
according to the CDC.

Because the season can
last into April and even as
late as May, Arnold and the
CDC’s recent report urge
people to get immunized if
they haven’t already done so.

The Washington Post con-
tributed.

kthayer@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @knthayer
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Declaring an emergency
might backfire on Trump

STEVE CHAPMAN

If you can’t stop someone from
doing something you dislike, you can
always hope he or she will eventually
overdo it. Icarus fell out of the sky not
because he flew but because he disre-
garded a warning not to get too close
to the sun.

Donald Trump may not be familiar
with the lesson of that story. He has
raised the real possibility that, denied
funds by Congress to build his border
wall, he will declare a national emer-
gency to do it anyway. On Thursday,
he said, “If this doesn’t work out, prob-
ably I will do it. T would almost say
definitely” On Friday, he backed off,
saying he wouldn’t act “right now.”

It would represent new heights of
chutzpah, even for the modern presi-
dency and even for Trump. And it
might be enough to cause some Re-
publicans on Capitol Hill to rise up in
rebellion — lest this tactic become a
weapon for a Democratic president
pursuing liberal ends without the
consent of Congress.

It would probably not be illegal,
though, thanks to a 1976 statute called
the National Emergencies Act. “If
President Trump wishes to state that
the border is in a state of disarray or

exposure such that it constitutes a
national emergency under the NEA,
he is pretty much free to do so,” writes
University of Texas law professor
Robert Chesney on the website Law-
fare.

The “national emergency” option
sounds like something to be deployed
only rarely and in exceptionally dire
circumstances — such as 9/11 or a
huge natural disaster.

In the NEA, Congress gave the
president considerable authority but
placed firm restrictions on it, with the
intention of keeping its use to a min-
imum. Things didn’t work out as
planned. The Brennan Center for
Justice reports that 58 separate emer-
gencies have been declared, and 30
remain in effect — several of which
date to the 20th century. Congress is
supposed to regularly review each use
of the law, but it never has.

That’s not all. There are 123 laws
granting the president emergency
powers. What was supposed to be a
last resort in urgent crises is now
rolled out whenever it suits the con-
venience of the White House, and
what was supposed to be temporary is
often permanent.

The danger to Trump is not so
much that he would be blocked by the
courts on the ground that using this
power to build a wall would be ex-
ceeding his legal authority. It’s that his
declaration might finally induce Con-
gress to break its habit of tamely sub-
mitting to the whims of whoever
occupies the Oval Office.

If a Republican presi-
dent can use this trick
to build a wall, a Dem-
ocratic successor might
use it for some nefari-
ous left-wing purposes.

Congress was not meant to be a
junior partner in governing. James
Madison, the chief architect of the
Constitution, wrote, “In republican
government, the legislative authority
necessarily predominates” Under our
system, “the executive magistracy is
carefully limited, both in the extent
and the duration of its power?”

That’s why the power of the purse
was placed with Congress. Presidents
are not supposed to be able to spend a
nickel without legislative action. Mad-
ison feared that if anything, Congress
would grow too powerful. He
shouldn’t have worried. Lawmakers
have found that with power comes
responsibility, so they’ve chosen, re-
peatedly, to surrender both to the
executive branch.

Partisan solidarity is one big reason.
The framers expected each branch to
jealously guard its prerogatives and
repel any encroachment by the others.
In our time, though, members of Con-
gress are usually more devoted to
advancing the interests of their parties

than of their institution.

Only when the opposition party
controls one or both houses can the
president expect to be rebuffed on
important issues — as in the case of
Trump’s wall, which the Democratic
House refuses to approve. Even Re-
publicans who sometimes deplore his
methods and disagree with his policies
seldom vote against him.

But if Trump undertakes to spend
$5.7 billion that lawmakers have de-
nied him, some GOP members could
rebel. If a Republican president can
use this trick to build a border wall, a
Democratic successor might use it for
some nefarious left-wing purposes.
Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla,, said, “I don’t
want the next national emergency to
be that some Democrat president says
we have to build transgender bath-
rooms in every elementary school in
America.” And if Trump were to use it
for this project, he would soon think of
others.

Congress has frequently abdicated
authority to presidents on the hope
that it would be handled wisely.
Thanks to Trump, members may
finally realize that the only sure
method to prevent emergency powers
from being abused is to take them
away.

Steve Chapman, a member of the
Tribune Editorial Board, blogs at
www.chicagotribune.com/chapman.

schapman@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @SteveChapmanl3
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CHANGE OF SUBJECT

BY ERIC ZORN

*

Illinois Democrats now have it all, except excuses

Here y’go, Democrats!

Illinois and its staggering array
of problems are all yours starting
Monday.

In November, you asked voters
for their support, their endorse-
ment of your general philosophy
of governance, and they gave it to
you, good and hard.

They gave you back the gover-
norship, returned Democrats to
every other statewide constitu-
tional office and increased Demo-
cratic majorities in both cham-
bers of the General Assembly to
near-record, ultra-supermajority
levels. But in the process they
took away something of consider-
able political value: an excuse for
failure.

Why are we more than $7
billion behind in paying our bills?
Why is the state budget always in
the red? Why do we have the
worst credit rating and the high-
est pension debt in the nation?
Why are our unemployment rate
and property tax bills consistently
higher than the national average?

Why are we one of the few
states with a regressive flat in-
come tax? Why is our public
school funding formula so out of
whack, and why is our infrastruc-
ture crumbling? Why do over-
whelmingly popular proposals to
increase the minimum wage and
change the way political maps are
drawn languish in Springfield?
Why are we suffering a steady
population drain?

In the past, the party has
pointed the finger of shared
blame for inaction at Republican
governors, Downstate conserva-
tives, fragile coalitions requiring
bipartisanship and at grandstand-
ing “outsider” Democratic gover-
nors such as Rod Blagojevich and
Pat Quinn. That accusation often
had some merit. And voters
seemed to buy it, seeing that 58.8
percent of them cast votes for
Democratic state House candi-
dates in November and 54.5 per-
cent for Democratic gubernatori-
al candidate J.B. Pritzker, who
will be sworn into office Monday.

Now that Democrats have the
most comprehensive grip on
power in modern memory — with
a 4-3 majority on the Illinois

Supreme Court as a backstop —
the finger of blame (or credit) for
the state of the state will point
squarely and exclusively at them.

Yes, wrangling majority cau-
cuses from diverse parts of the
state can be a problem, but with
74 seats in the House (14 more
than is needed to pass a routine
bill) and 40 in the Senate (10
more), along with a governor who
has signaled a desire to cooperate
with leadership, the Democrats
have plenty of room to maneuver
legislatively.

And a national economic reces-
sion could thwart even the best-
laid plans to pull Illinois out of its
downward glide.

Republicans will disagree often
with the paths Pritzker, House
Speaker Michael Madigan and
Senate President John Cullerton
decide to follow, with the initia-
tives they take up and the ones
they table. It’s no secret that
lean left, and 'l certainly dis-
agree at times myself.

But we should all agree that
Democrats will succeed or fail

based on a set of key metrics: The
pension debt, the state’s credit
ratings, job and wage growth
compared with similar states,
population growth compared
with similar states, the budget
bottom line, and poverty and
crime rates all come to mind.

Many of these variables are
dependent on one another, of
course — sound budgeting leads
to better credit ratings leads to
more jobs and higher wages,
which leads to a smaller popula-
tion exodus, just for instance —
and tweaking them upward is
bound to cause at least temporary
pain in some quarters.

But as of Monday, Democrats,
you own the variables as well as
the pain. You alone didn’t break
the state, but you own it now.

You told us you had the an-
swers. Let’s hope you do.

Walls, borders and
morality

Better late than never, I am
taking Democratic U.S. House

% S <

NANCY STONE/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Speaker Nancy Pelosi to task for
confusing a fraught political issue
by referring to a wall on our Mex-
ican border as immoral.

On Dec. 6, she said that addi-
tional barrier construction as
demanded by President Donald
Trump would be “immoral still,”
even if the Mexican government
paid for it. On Jan. 3, then, re-
sponding to reporters’ questions
about the partisan standoff over
wall funding that has resulted in a
shutdown of roughly 25 percent
of the federal government, Pelosi
said, “A wall is an immorality. It’s
not who we are as a nation.”

She hasn’t elaborated, but it’s
an interesting philosophical as-
sertion. Now, though, it’s one best
suited for late nights in the dorm
room rather than the halls of
Congress.

“Freedom of movement is a
basic human right;” argued
George Mason University econo-
mist Alex Tabarrock in an At-
lantic essay in 2015. “What moral
theory justifies using wire, wall,
and weapon to prevent people

from moving to opportunity?
What moral theory justifies using
tools of exclusion to prevent
people from exercising their right
to vote with their feet?”

He wrote, “No standard moral
framework ... regards people from
foreign lands as less entitled to
exercise their rights — or as in-
herently possessing less moral
worth — than people lucky to
have been born in the right place
at the right time.”

Trump and many of his allies
have thrown Pelosi’s provocative
declaration back in Democrats’
faces — “The only thing that is
immoral is the politicians to do
nothing and continue to allow
more innocent people to be so
horribly victimized,” Trump said
during his prime-time speech to
the nation Tuesday — and thus it’s
only served to confuse the highly
symbolic, dismayingly disruptive
fight over Trump’s extortionate
demand.

Better now to focus on the
immorality of Trump putting
hundreds of thousands of federal
employees and their families
through the pain and uncertainty
of a partial shutdown in an at-
tempt to pay for a dubious solu-
tion to a shrinking problem.

Better to talk about the immor-
ality of deriding as criminals and
thieves desperate families seeking

safety.
Re: Tweets

The winner of this week’s
online reader poll for funniest
tweet is “I’'m amazed by people
who lose weight (with) exercise.
When I exercise, nothing hap-
pens (because) my DNA still
thinks I’'m a European peasant. So
it’s like ‘Oh! Are we running from
the English again, lass? Dinnae ye
worry: we’ll keep ye plump as a
partridge to outlast the murder-
ous bastards!” from @La-
ComtesseJamie. To receive an
email alert after each new poll is
posted, go to chicagotribune.com/
newsletters and sign up under
Change of Subject.

ericzorn@gmail.com
Twitter @EricZorn
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WHO HAS MORE COMPASSION,

By MERI T. LONG

It’s a common refrain of
American voters: How can your
party be so heartless?

Democrats want to know how
Republicans can support Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s policy of
separating babies from refugee
families. Republicans want to
know how Democrats can sanc-
tion abortion. But does either
party really care more about
compassion?

In my research into the public’s
support for a variety of govern-
ment policies, I ask questions
about how compassionate some-
one is, such as how concerned he
or she is about others in need.

These questions are integral to
understanding how people feel
about who in America deserves
government support.

Some people are more compas-
sionate than others. But that
doesn’t break simply along party
lines.

I find that Democratic and
Republican Party voters are simi-
lar, on average, thus busting up
the cliche of bleeding-heart libe-
rals and uncaring conservatives.

Then there are Trump voters.

Beyond partisan
stereotypes

Compeassion is defined by
many psychology researchers as
concern for others in need and a
desire to see others’ welfare im-
proved.

The similarity in compassion
among voters of both parties
contrasts with other measures of
personality and worldview that
increasingly divide Republicans
and Democrats, such as values
about race and morality.

Republicans are not less com-

DEMOCRA

passionate than Democrats, but
my research also shows that there
is a stark divide between parties
in how relevant an individual’s
compassion is to his or her poli-
tics.

Public opinion surveys show
that you can predict what kind of
policies a more compassionate
person would like, such as more
government assistance for the
poor or opposition to the death
penalty.

But for most political issues,
the conclusion for Republicans is
that their compassion does not
predict what policies they favor.
Support for more government
assistance to the poor or sick, or
opinions about the death penalty,
for example, are unrelated to how
compassionate a Republican
voter is.

In my work, I find that the
primary policy area where com-
passion is consistently correlated
to specific policies for conserva-
tives is abortion, where more
compassionate conservatives are

more likely to say they are pro-
life.

Democrats
predictable

When Democratic voters say
they are compassionate, you can
predict their views on policies.

They’re more supportive of
immigration, in favor of social
services to the poor and opposed
to capital punishment.

Yet, while Democrats may be
more likely to vote with their
heart, there isn’t evidence that
they’re more compassionate than
Republicans in their daily lives.

When it comes to volunteering
or donating money, for example,
compassion works the same way
for Republicans and Democrats:

More compassionate voters of
either party donate and volunteer
more.

The real difference

My research suggests that
voter attitudes about the role of
compassion in politics are shaped
not only by personal philosophy,
but by party leaders.

Political speeches by Republi-
can and Democratic leaders vary
in the amount of compassionate
language they use.

For instance, political leaders
can draw attention to the needs of
others in their campaign
speeches and speeches on the
House or Senate floor. They may
talk about the need to care for
certain people in need or implore
people to “have a heart” for the
plight of others. Often, leaders
allude to the deserving nature of
the recipients of government
help, outlining how circum-
stances are beyond their control.

Democratic politicians use
compassionate rhetoric much
more often than their Republican
counterparts and for many more
groups in American society than
Republican leaders do.

Do citizens respond to such
rhetoric differently depending on
what party they affiliate with?

When their leaders use com-
passionate political language,
such as drawing attention to
other people’s suffering and un-
met needs as well as the worthi-
ness of the groups in need, Re-
publicans in experiments are
actually moved to be more wel-
coming to immigrants and to
support state help for the disa-
bled.

This explains how Republican
voters responded positively to
Republican Sen. Robert Dole’s

campaign for the rights of the
disabled in 1989. It also explains
the success of presidential candi-
date George W. Bush’s “compas-
sionate conservatism” in 2000,
which one Washington Post col-
umnist wrote “won George W.
Bush the White House in 2000.”

It also suggests that it’s not
necessarily the public, but the
party leaders, who differ so sig-
nificantly in how relevant they
believe compassion should be to
politics.

Trump supporters

the exception

Despite political rhetoric that
places them at opposite ends of
the spectrum, Republican and
Democratic voters appear to be
similarly compassionate.

Democrats view compassion as
a political value while Republi-
cans will integrate compassion
into their politics when their
leaders make it part of an explicit
message.

There is a caveat to this: I asked
these survey questions about
personal feelings of compassion
in a 2016 online survey that also
asked about choice of president.

The survey was conducted a
few days after Republican presi-
dential primary candidates Sen.
Ted Cruz of Texas and Gov. John
Kasich of Ohio had dropped out
of the race, making Donald
Trump the only viable Republi-
can candidate for the nomination.

In their responses to the sur-
vey, a large percentage of Republi-
can voters said they would rather
vote for someone other than
Trump, even though he was the
unofficial nominee at that point.

The Republican voters who
didn’t support Trump were simi-
lar to Democrats on the survey

R REPUBLICANS?

THE WASHINGTON POST

with respect to their answers
about compassion. Their average
scores on the compassion items
were the same. This is in line with
the other survey data showing
that liberals and conservatives,
and Republicans and Democrats,
are largely similar in these per-
sonality measures of compassion.

But Trump supporters’ an-
swers were not in line with these
findings.

Instead, their average respons-
es to the broad compassion ques-
tions were significantly lower.
These answers showed that
Trump supporters were lower in
personal compassion.

While a lot of the Republican
voters in the sample may well
have gone on to support Trump in
the general election, the survey
respondents who were early
adopters of candidate Trump
might continue to be his most
steadfast supporters today.

We know that public officials’
rhetoric can influence public
opinion on political issues. This
leads to another important ques-
tion: Can political messages influ-
ence how much people value
compassion more generally? Or
even how compassionate people
consider themselves to be?

The research indicates that
appeals to compassion — if made
by trusted leaders — should work
for voters of both parties.

But it also indicates that if such
messages are absent, compassion
is less likely to be seen as impor-
tant in politics and the positions
people and parties take.

The Conversation
Meri T. Long is a lecturer on

American politics at the University
of Pittsburgh.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Chicago State’s
future is bright

I write in response to the edito-
rial (“Chicago State symposium:
How to squander a fortune,” Jan.
11) about Chicago State University.
The editorial perpetuates rheto-
ric that CSU “fails to educate”
students and has an “egregiously
low graduation rate.” These state-
ments are false, insulting to the
thriving student body and harm-
ful to past, current and future
students’ educational and career
endeavors. The editorial essen-
tially argues that CSU does not
matter.

The Tribune’s reliance on
“oraduation rates” as a metric for
success conflates “graduation
rates” with degree attainment.
The concepts are different. The
U.S. Department of Education
defines “graduation rates” as the
percentage of first-time, full-time
undergraduates who obtain a
bachelor’s degree within six years
from the same institution where

they matriculated. This metric
fails to consider transfer students,
part-time students or students
who first obtain degrees from
community colleges. The stu-
dents not counted constitute
much of CSU’s population.

CSU’s student body is nontra-
ditional. The average student is a
woman, often a parent, in her 30s
who is a transfer student and
works full time while raising a
family. Most students are work-
ing-class Chicagoans who rely on
financial aid for school. Many
cannot afford to attend full time.
Often, if students suffer a tempo-
rary change in circumstances —
such as a financial emergency —
they will take time away from
school. These nontraditional
students should be counted. They
are welcomed at CSU; we under-
stand that they provide an impor-
tant perspective.

Despite the challenges stu-
dents face, CSU graduates hun-
dreds every year, while enrolling
fewer than 3,000. CSU graduates

For online exclusive letters go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters. Send
letters by email to ctc-TribLetter@chicagotribune.com or to Voice of the
People, Chicago Tribune, 160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor, Chicago, IL
60601. Include your name, address and phone number.

more African-Americans than
most universities in Illinois. CSU
graduates more African-Ameri-
cans with STEM backgrounds
than most universities in Illinois.
The College of Pharmacy gradu-
ates more students of color than
most schools in the country. Phar-
macy school graduates have a100
percent job placement rate.
Graduates of the College of Edu-
cation account for a large number
of the teachers working in Chi-
cago. Many graduates are the first
in their families to earn a degree
and often remain in Chicago to
provide stability in our neighbor-
hoods. CSU matters.

For critics concerned about
CSU’s “graduation rate,” I suggest:
B Lobby Congress to revise the
federal formula for determining
graduation rates, as it ignores
nontraditional students;

M Lobby legislators for funding to
establish a child care center on
campus, as we are the only public
school without such facilities,
creating obstacles for parents.

B Lobby legislators to ensure
MAP Grants are fully funded
each year.

CSU is rising. Tts future is
bright, the current leadership is
strong and it will continue gradu-

ating successful, independent
thinkers.
— Nicholas A. Gowen,
chairman, Chicago State Uni-
versity board of trustees

Cheers to Democratic

dissenter

Thank God there is one Illinois
House Democrat who did not
follow the Michael Madigan
puppet brigade and instead voted
against his election as speaker.
T’'m sure Anne Stava-Murray will
suffer his wrath by not being
appointed to committees, having
her bills sent to Hades and not
receiving his gifts. To her im-
mense credit, she puts to shame
her colleagues who have no in-
tention of changing the direction
of this state.

Good luck to her. Hopefully,
she will take down the ineffective
U.S. senator, Dick Durbin, in
2020.

— Joe Revane, Lombard

Adios, entertainment
district
The controversial Lincoln

Yards “entertainment district” is
now apparently dead (“It’s junk-

yard for Lincoln Yards plan,” Jan.
9.

Who, besides Big Music,
thought that plopping an indus-
trial-sized, monopolistic, global
music behemoth into the middle
of Lincoln Park (a quaint histori-
cal neighborhood in the heart of
the city) was a good idea?

We are Chicago: blues, gospel,
house, jazz, Thomas A. Dorsey,
Sam Cooke, Chess Records, Vee-
Jay Records, to name just a few.
‘We are music, but this would have
been the day the music died. So,
thank you, Ald. Brian Hopkins,
2nd, for saving the music. I just
hope it remains saved — after all,
this is Chicago.

— Sue Ellen Levins, Chicago

Silence of
“The Shrieker’

I couldn’t help but notice that
Northwestern’s men’s basketball
team lost the first game played
after Emily “The Shrieker” Har-
riott was ordered to pipe down.

Silence may be golden, but not
in this case. Let the young lady
cheer her team as loudly as she
wants.

— Steve Metsch, La Grange
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On Monday, J.B. Pritzker will
be sworn in as Illinois’ 43rd gov-
ernor. He’ll be surrounded by a
Democratic supermajority legis-
lature. He helped build it.

Pritzker spent more than $160
million of his own money to win
the keys to the Governor’s Man-
sion. But he also shoveled dough
into Democratic organizations
statewide. He bankrolled get-out-
the-vote efforts, mail pieces and
campaign staff. He sent money to
dozens of Chicago aldermen, the
Cook County Democratic Party,
House and Senate organizations,
labor unions, statewide candi-
dates, and Democrats in town-
ships and counties. He has
patched together his own organi-
zation.

As chairman of the Democratic
Party of Illinois, House Speaker
Michael Madigan often gets cred-
it for the party’s successes. But it
was Pritzker’s muscle — and of
course his checkbook — that
pushed Democrats into histori-
cally Republican territories on
Nov. 6, toppling GOP incumbents
in state and federal races and
spraying the state blue. This is his
Illinois now — if he wants it to be.

Will Pritzker
eclipse Madigan?
Pritzker will stroll into office
with this friendly legislature he
helped install. That advantage
could elevate him higher even
than Madigan, the nation’s long-
est-serving House speaker. Will
Pritzker protect his own reputa-
tion and be a governor who de-
mands performance? Will he use
his leverage to insist on a truly
balanced budget? On pro-growth
strategies to keep residents and
employers from fleeing? On re-
forms voters have been clamoring
for, such as fair redistricting maps
and term limits for politicians?
As abusinessman, Pritzker
knows high property taxes, gov-
ernment debt and political in-
stability have been driving popu-
lation numbers downward. Resi-
dents don’t trust government.
They’re giving up. Where Illinois
is shrinking, its Midwestern
neighbors are growing,

‘Ilinois Exodus’
is swelling

Illinois’ obligations to its pen-
sion system continue to squeeze
spending on education, social
services and other state programs.
The state owes $74 billion in
unpaid bills. And new U.S. Census
numbers show the “Illinois Exo-
dus” is ramping up. For the fifth
straight year, the state lost more
residents than it gained. The net

reduction means 45,116 fewer
Illinoisans from 2017 to 2018.

EDITORIALS

What will J.B. Pritzker do
with his clout?

Only the state of New York lost
more residents.

There are undeniable truths in
all these numbers.

The solutions cannot be lim-
ited to new revenue raised by
expanded gambling and legaliz-
ing recreational marijuana. Em-
ployers want deeper workers’
compensation reform and proper-
ty tax relief. They want spending
cuts. They want less interference
from Springfield. They want
lower taxes. And all taxpayers, be
they individuals or businesses,
want a state government that is
accountable to the people whose
money it spends.

In other states,
Democrats have
led reforms

Voters rejected a second term
for Gov. Bruce Rauner. But he was
right during his election night
concession speech when he said
Democrats in other states have
championed the pro-growth
policies Illinois desperately
needs. “Let’s realize many states
have made the exact changes that
we need to make in Illinois — yes,
they have — they have made them
in other states on a bipartisan
basis, led by Democrats,” he said
the evening of Nov. 6.

B Rhode Island’s Democratic
Gov. Gina Raimondo, elected to a
second term in November, re-
vamped that state’s pension sys-
tem by curbing costly benefits
and offering employees 401(k)-
style plans. Raimondo also in-
structed state agencies to cut
regulations that were onerous to
employers. The result was a 30
percent reduction in state regula-
tions and 8,000 fewer pages of
rules and codes.

B California Democrats led on
redistricting reform. A dozen
other states have followed with
fairer models that include less
partisan influence. Illinois voters
have been begging for those
changes from a recalcitrant legis-
lature. Unless Pritzker takes a
leadership role on that issue, the
next legislative map, drawn in
2021 after the 2020 census, likely
will be a repeat exercise in in-
cumbent protection and hyper-
partisan politicking. Democrats
fashioned the last set of maps for
state and federal offices behind
closed doors. They drew incum-
bents’ homes, their churches,
their friends and their voting
bases into each district on a block-
by-block basis. It was patently
undemocratic and self-serving —
politicians choosing their constit-
uents rather than the other way
around.

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 2018

B Democrats in Arizona joined
with majority Republicans to
change that state’s constitutional
clause on pensions and curb
costly, annual pay increases for
retired workers. Yes, Democrats
were on board. Those changes
have stabilized funds in Arizona’s
pension system. Illinois Demo-
crats, by comparison, have al-
lowed the unfunded liabilities in
the state pension funds to grow
from about $40 billion to $133
billion since they took over both
chambers of the legislature in
2003.

Pritzker and
public unions

Pritzker will serve as governor
of the sixth-largest state with a
personal checkbook and a politi-
cal organization Democrats need
as much as they covet and in
some cases fear. He can answer
not to Madigan’s Democratic
Party but instead to the voters
who chose him to replace Rauner.

How to gauge whether
Pritzker will operate independ-
ently? One big clue will be the
way he concludes contract nego-
tiations with the American Fed-
eration of State, County and Mu-
nicipal Employees. Union leaders
think they got Pritzker elected,
and therefore he owes them. In

fact, Pritzker’s fiduciary responsi-
bility is to all Illinoisans. High
state and local taxes are discour-
aging job growth and driving the
exodus. Rauner refused to in-
crease labor costs, negotiating
contracts that froze wages for
other unions. Will Pritzker show
resolve in his dealings with AF-
SCME or will he cave?

After the sweet policy

promises, then what?

On inauguration day, Pritzker
will murmur the sweet policy
promises those voters want to
hear — more spending on this,
more spending on that. He also
knows, though, that the state
government he’ll lead is insolvent,
unable to pay its bills as they
come due, and gravely vulnerable
in the inevitable next recession,
whenever it arrives.

That said, Pritzker enters office
with gigantic advantages. He can
leverage his financial and elector-
al independence to diminish the
power of the establishment
Democrats who created, and who
guard, the miserable status quo.
There are many.

Pritzker knows that Illinois has
to rescue its finances and gener-
ate more jobs. He’s beholden to
no one. What will he do with his
clout?

S
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The candidates for mayor of Chicago
are meeting with the Tribune Editorial
Board. Here’s how to watch live:

Fifteen candidates for mayor of Chicago have confirmed
that they’ll appear before the Tribune Editorial Board and
livestream audiences who’ll be watching every moment.

We invited the candidates to appear in three groups, the
better to let each of them speak to voters. Watch live at

facebook.com/chicagotribune

10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 15: Gery Chico, Bill Daley,
LaShawn Ford, Toni Preckwinkle, Willie Wilson

10 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 16: Dorothy Brown, Bob
Fioretti, John Kozlar, Susana Mendoza, Paul Vallas

1p.m. Thursday, Jan. 17: Amara Enyia, Jerry Joyce, Lori
Lightfoot, Garry McCarthy, Neal Sales-Griffin

We're grateful to the candidates for making time to talk
to voters. We expect a big online audience and hope you’ll

be part of it.

SCOTT STANTIS
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Some researchers have found that an increase in the labor supply through immigration often generates more jobs in the long run.

Trump’s sly attempt to pit Hispanics,
African-Americans against immigrants

CLARENCE PAGE

Almost as an afterthought
near the end of his nationally
televised address on what he
calls the “border crisis,” Presi-
dent Donald Trump remem-
bered his black and Hispanic
constituents and what’s good
for us — as he sees it.

“(All Americans are hurt
by uncontrolled illegal migra-
tion. It strains public re-
sources and drives down jobs
and wages,” he said from
behind his Oval Office desk.
“Among those hardest hit are
African-Americans and His-
panic Americans.”

As an African-American
who cares about closing in-
come gaps between advan-
taged and disadvantaged
groups, I appreciated the
shoutout, even if it seemed to
contradict his usual sunny
boasts about black and His-
panic employment climbing
to record highs under his
watch.

History shows the public
tends to turn against immi-
grants at times of high unem-

ployment, quite the opposite
of the currently vigorous
national employment rates.

Presidents have a right to
toot their own horns during
good economic times because,
heaven knows, they’ll get the
blame when things turn sour.

In that spirit, it’s only fair to
mention that the upward
trajectory of black, Hispanic
and every other group’s em-
ployment rates has continued
a climb that began under
President Barack Obama, six
years before Trump took
office.

With that in mind, Trump’s
highlighting unemployed
black and Hispanic workers
as victims of illegal immigra-
tion unfortunately suggests a
new version of an old sneaky
divide-and-conquer political
tactic: Turn one disadvan-
taged group against another
through half-truths and ste-
reotypes.

While there is little argu-
ment that a growing percent-
age of low-skilled immigrants
undercuts the job supply and
pay for low-skilled Ameri-
cans, some researchers also
have found that an increase in
the labor supply through
immigration often generates
more jobs in the long run.

A 2016 University of Penn-
sylvania study, for example,

found more jobs generated in
home construction and food
production. As Treva Lindsey,
an Ohio State associate pro-
fessor in women’s gender and
sexuality studies, told The
Washington Post, “Simply put,
more demand for goods and
services means greater de-
mand for those providing
those goods and services.”

Yet, the health of that job-
creating engine is hardly
helped by the fact that
800,000 government workers’
paychecks are held up by the
partial government shutdown,
which was triggered by dead-
locked negotiations over the
president’s proposed border
wall — or, as he put it on
Christmas Day, “a wall, a
fence or whatever they’d like
to call it

Whatever. Trump’s insist-
ence on a barrier in his pitch
to racial and ethnic minorities
sounds better suited to 1919
than 2019. During the Indus-
trial Age, black leaders such as
Booker T. Washington, W.E.B.
Du Bois and Marcus Garvey
occasionally spoke out against
immigration, mainly against
the preference by too many
industrialists for immigrant
labor instead of training and
employing native-born black
Americans.

In war and peace, blacks

often were the “last hired, first
fired,” as an old saying of the
civil rights movement goes,
unable to enjoy the benefits of
long-term employment ex-
cept as a last resort.

As opportunities in em-
ployment, job training and
union membership opened up
nationwide, particularly in the
civil rights revolution of the
1960s, black leaders found it
made more sense to ally with
other ethnic groups to try to
expand opportunities for
everyone. Black Americans
did not invent what is often
called “identity politics” to-
day. They only found ways to
turn it into a tailwind for
progress instead of a head-
wind against their aspirations.

You can see the impact of
that shift in polls such as one
taken by Lake Research Part-
ners in 2013, which found that
66 percent of African-Ameri-
cans favored a pathway to
citizenship for immigrants,
including the undocumented,
quite the opposite of Trump’s
hard-line, build-that-wall
approach.

And need I mention that
black and Hispanic voters
overwhelmingly supported
Hillary Clinton over Trump —
89 percent of black voters and
66 percent of Hispanic voters
— and his message to African-

MARIO TAMA/GETTY

Americans of “What have you
got to lose?” As we have seen
under Trump’s divisive poli-
cies, they could lose a sense of
unity as Americans around a
commonly shared American
dream of opportunity.

If anything, most voters —
minority and otherwise —
want to see some sort of com-
prehensive immigration re-
form that improves border
security and also resolves the
unsettled status of law-abid-
ing immigrants who already
are here with some sort of
pathway to legalization —
beginning with the “Dream-
ers” who were brought here
without documents as chil-
dren.

That’s the real issue behind
the current border wall stand-
off. President Trump has
shown himself to be tone-deaf
or sadly indifferent to the
need for compromise and
consensus in our very diverse
country on those broader
issues. He apparently prefers
to win by division more than
addition.

Clarence Page, a member of the
Tribune Editorial Board, blogs
at www.chicagotribune.com/

pagespage.

cpage@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @cptime

Billionaire Tom Steyer’s impeachment ads are a waste of money

BY JENNIFER RUBIN

The more the merrier in the
presidential race should be the
general rule for a party not in
power and eager to reclaim the
White House after multiple years
in the wilderness. However, I
draw the line at self-absorbed
billionaires with no governing
experience who throw their
money around on vanity projects.

I'm not talking about President
Donald Trump, for now, but prog-
ressive moneyman Tom Steyer.

The New York Times reports:
“Tom Steyer, the California bil-
lionaire who has crusaded for
President Trump’s impeachment,
said on Wednesday that he would
not join the pack of Democrats
running for president in 2020.”
Instead, he will continue running
those impeachment ads. “Under-
written by Mr. Steyer’s personal
wealth,” the Times report contin-
ued, “the impeachment campaign
has bombarded television and
computer screens around the
country with ads demanding Mr.
Trump’s ouster, and staged pro-
impeachment events around the
country.” He’s spent tens of mil-

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

Democratic activist Tom Steyer’s tens of millions in ads will have no
influence on the lawmakers empowered to impeach the president.

lions of dollars already and plans
to spend $40 million more.

I don’t share Democratic Sen.
Elizabeth Warren’s aversion to
self-funded candidates. A candi-
date such as former New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg
would add a lot to the 2020 race,
has well-thought-out positions on
important issues and would be

qualified to serve as president.
However, I certainly do object
to unqualified dilettantes taking
up space and political oxygen. (In
fact, put me down as against any
presidential candidate who has
zero military or civilian service.)
Steyer’s decision not to run there-
fore is good for the country and
the Democratic Party. It is also far

from certain that he would have
won many votes.

“Steyer made his vast fortune
as the founder of a hedge fund,
and his portfolio of investments
included considerable stakes in
fossil fuel companies,” The New
York Times report noted. “As a
wealthy white man, he could have
been an awkward cultural match
for a party increasingly defined by
demands for racial and gender
equality, and economic popu-
lism”

However, it is ridiculous, de-
plorable even, for him to spend
tens of millions of dollars on an
utterly useless campaign to im-
peach Trump, regardless of
whether you favor impeachment.
Trump either will or won’t be
impeached after the report from
special counsel Robert Mueller is
completed; lawmakers and the
public won’t be influenced by
Steyer’s annoying, ubiquitous ads
— featuring himself! — but by
what’s in the report, Trump’s
political standing and the reaction
of voters.

Steyer’s financial wastefulness
is his own concern, I guess, but
the moral vacuity of spending

money on such an ostentatious
activity is matched only by Arab
sheikhs eating gold. (Really, that’s
a thing now.) Imagine the chil-
dren who could be educated, the
families fed, the shelter and men-
tal health services provided to the
homeless, the diseases eradicated,
the species saved and the mentors
hired for $40 million.

Even if you wanted to spend
your money on politics, why not
do something halfway produc-
tive? Register new voters, pro-
mote civics education, run a cam-
paign to end gerrymandering or
finance media literacy. The pos-
sibilities are endless. (It should be
noted that Steyer did spend on
activities such as voter turnout,
but he chooses to blow tens of
millions more on his vanity proj-
ect)

Oh, and I have one question for
the environmentalist mogul: Why
did he add to his carbon footprint
by flying to Iowa to announce he
wasn’t running for president?

The Washington Post

Jennifer Rubin is a Washington
Post columnist.
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No end in sight to record shutdown

Trump threatens
stalemate could
last indefinitely

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE,
LisA MASCARO, JILL
COLVIN AND DARLENE
SUPERVILLE

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As
the partial government
shutdown slipped into the
record books Saturday as
the longest ever, members
of Congress were out of
town, no negotiations were
scheduled and President
Donald Trump tweeted into
the void.

He did not tip hishand on
whether he will move
ahead with an emergency
declaration that could break
the impasse, free up money
for his wall without con-
gressional approval and
kick offlegal challenges and
a political storm over the
use of that extraordinary
step. A day earlier, he said he
was not ready to do it “right
now.”

Lawmakers are due back
in Washington this week.

Trump fired off a series
of tweets pushing back
against the notion that he
doesn’t have a strategy to
end what became the long-
est government shutdown
in US. history when it
entered its 22nd day Sat-
urday. “Elections have con-
sequences!” he declared,
meaning the 2016 election
in which “I promised safety
and security” and, as part of
that, a border wall.

But there was another
election, in November, and
the Democrats now control
the House and they refuse
to give Trump money for a
wall.

Trump threatened anew
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People pass an empty merry-go-round and the closed Smithsonian Natural History Museum on Saturday in Washington.

More shutdown

B Partial government shut-
down contagion spreads.
Page 33

that the shutdown could
continue indefinitely.

He says he will sign
legislation that has been
passed by Congress to pro-
vide back pay for some
800,000 federal workers
who aren’t being paid dur-
ing the shutdown. Pay-
checks were due Friday, but
many workers received
stubs with zeroes.

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, traveling Saturday
in the United Arab Emir-
ates, said morale is good
among U.S. diplomats even
as many work without pay.

“We're doing our best to
make sure it doesn’t impact
our diplomacy;” he said.

Almost half of the State
Department employees in
the US. and about one-
quarter abroad have been
furloughed during the shut-
down. With the exception
of certain local employees
overseas, the rest are work-
ing without pay, like those
tasked with supporting
Pompeo’s trip, which has
thus far taken him to Jor-
dan, Iraq, Egypt and
Bahrain, with additional
stops to come.

An emergency declara-
tion by Trump could break
the stalemate by letting him
use existing, unspent mon-
ey to build the U.S.-Mexico
border wall, without needi-
ng congressional approval.

Democrats oppose that step
but may be unable to stop it.
Many Republicans are also
wary.
Nevertheless the admin-
istration has accelerated
planning for it. Officials
explored diverting money
from a range of accounts,
including $13.9 billion given
to the Army Corps of Engi-
neers after last year’s deadly
hurricanes and floods. That
option appeared to lose
steam following an outcry.
Other possibilities in-
cluded tapping asset forfei-
ture funds, such as money
seized from drug kingpins,
according to a congres-
sional Republican not au-
thorized to speak publicly
about private conversa-
tions. The White House
also was eyeing military

construction money.

As polls suggest Trump is
getting most of the blame
for the shutdown, he has
been counseled by outside
advisers to move toward
declaring a national emer-
gency for the “crisis” that he
says exists at the southern
border.

But some in the White
House are trying to apply
the brakes.

Jared Kushner was
among those opposed to the
declaration, arguing to his
father-in-law that pursuing
a broader immigration deal
was a better option. A per-
son familiar with White
House thinking said that in
meetings this past week, the
message was that the ad-
ministration is in no rush
and wants to consider vari-

ous options.

Democratic House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi ar-
gues that Trump is merely
trying to steer attention
away from special counsel
Robert Mueller’s investiga-
tion and other White House
problems. “This is a big
diversion, and he’s a master
of diversion,” she said.

Trump has told advisers
he believes the fight for the
wall, even if he never gets
money for it, is a political
win for him.

Some of the outside ad-
visers who want him to
declare a national emer-
gency say it could have two
benefits.

First, it would allow him
to claim that he was the one
to act to reopen the govern-
ment. Second, inevitable le-
gal challenges would send
the matter to court, allow-
ing Trump to continue the
fight for the wall — and
continue to excite his sup-
porters — while not actually
closing the government or
immediately requiring him
to start construction.

But while that might end
the standoff and allow Con-
gress to move to other
priorities, some Republi-
cans believe such a declara-
tion would usurp congres-
sional power and could lead
future Democratic presi-
dents to make similar
moves to advance liberal
priorities.

“Most conservatives
want it to be the last resort
he would use,” said Rep.
Mark Meadows, R-NC., a
leader of the conservative
House Freedom Caucus
who speaks to Trump fre-
quently. “But those same
conservatives, I'm sure, if
it's deployed, would em-
brace him as having done all
he could do to negotiate
with Democrats.”

Kidnapping, killing suspect
lived under the radar in Wis.

Girl's grandfather
says there’s no link
between family, man

BY STEVE KARNOWSKI
AND TopD RICHMOND
Associated Press

GORDON, Wis. — The
man suspected of kidnap-
ping a Wisconsin teenager
and killing her parents with
a shotgun nearly three
months ago appears to have
led an unremarkable exist-
ence until that

the now 2l-year-old man
who graduated three years
ago, and say they didn’t
realize he still lived in the
area. Jayme Closs, 13, has
told authorities since her
escape Thursday that she
was held captive at that
same remote woodland
cabin after her abduction in
October from her family

home in Barron.
Authorities believe Pat-
terson went to the Closs
home intending to kidnap
Jayme. But they haven’t
been able to find

fateful night,
blending into the
state’s vast north-
western forests.
Jake Thomas
Patterson grew up
in Gordon, a
sprawling town-

any connection
between him and
the Closs family.
Jayme’s par-
ents, James and
Denise Closs, were
gunned down, and
she was abducted

ship of 645 people Oct. 15.
tucked into the Patterson The girl’s
snowy evergreen grandfather,

forests 35 miles south of
Lake Superior. It’s wild
country; roadside signs ad-
monish motorists to share
the pavement with ATVs.
The few neighbors who
know Patterson’s family say
he grew up in a cabin in a
remote development that’s
a mix of seasonal and year-
round homes 10 miles out-
side Gordon proper.
Patterson’s high school
teachers barely remember

Robert Naiberg, insisted
Saturday that none of them
know him, raising questions
about how Patterson be-
came aware of Jayme.

“He didn’t know Jayme,
he didn’t know Denise or
Jim,” Naiberg said.
“(Jayme) don’t know him
from Adam. (But) he knew
what he was doing. We
don’t know if he was stalk-
ing her or what. Did he see
her somewhere?”

Investigators say they’ve
found no evidence of any
online conversations be-
tween the two.

Patterson’s parents di-
vorced in 2008, according
to online court records.

Neighbor Daphne Ron-
ning told the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel that the
parents moved away, but
that Patterson and his older
brother, Erik, continued to
stay in the cabin. She said
she and her husband once
caught them siphoning gas.

Another neighbor, Patri-
cia Osborne, told the Min-
neapolis Star Tribune that
the brothers often got into
trouble. She said they stole
things and spent time in
foster care.

The development was
sealed off by police Sat-
urday, preventing reporters
from knocking on neigh-
bors’ doors. No telephone
listing could be found for
Ronning, and Osborne de-
clined to comment before
hanging up.

Patterson graduated in
2015 from Northwood High
School in nearby Minong, a
single building that houses
pre-kindergarten through
12th grade. He was a mem-
ber of the school’s quiz bowl
team, competing against
other schools.

The Journal Sentinel re-

JENNIFER SMITH PHOTO

This photo by Jennifer Smith and used as her new Face-
book profile picture, shows Jayme Closs, right, her aunt
Jennifer and Molly the dog after they were reunited.

ported Saturday that he
wrote in a school yearbook
about his plan to join the
U.S. Marine Corps follow-
ing graduation, but The
Associated Press has been
unable to confirm if he
followed through.
Northwood Superin-
tendent Jean Serum called
Patterson a “quiet, good
student who had wonderful
friends and a supportive
class,” but said she had no

real memories of him.

Kristin Kasinskas, one of
the neighbors who took
Jayme in after her escape
last week, said she was
Patterson’s middle school
science teacher. She said
she didn’t remember any-
thing about him except that
he was quiet.

He worked for a day in
2016 for the Jennie-O tur-
key plant in Barron before
he quit, saying he was mov-

ing out of the area, accord-
ing to Jennie-O President
Steve Lykken. It’s unknown
what he has done for a
living since then. Barron
County Sheriff Chris
Fitzgerald said he was un-
employed when officers ar-
rested him.

The suspect has no ap-
parent online presence.

It appears he has been
living in the family cabin;
property records indicate
his father still owned the
place in October. But he has
keptalow profile. Kasinskas
told The Star Tribune that
she didn’t even realize he
was her neighbor.

Patterson has no criminal
history in Wisconsin, but
his brother has had multiple
run-ins with the law, in-
cluding convictions for
marijuana possession, bail
jumping and sexual assault,
online court records show.

Fitzgerald hasn’t said
whether Jayme was sexu-
ally assaulted but said Sat-
urday that investigators be-
lieve Jake Patterson acted
alone.

Despite Erik Patterson’s
criminal record, few across
the township seem to have
heard of his family.

One of the businesses
closest to the development
is J&K’s Halfway House Bar
and Grille. Owner Karen
Beeler said she’s run the
place for 22 years and had
never heard of the family
before Jake Patterson was
arrested.

“I have no clue who they
are,” she said.
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Two men strain as they push a car out of a snow pile it was
stuck in after sliding sideways Saturday in Belleville, Ill.

Storm leaves at least 5 dead in crashes

Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — A massive
winter snowstorm that
blanketed most of Missouri
and several other Midwest
states was a factor in at least
five road deaths Saturday
and forced the grounds
crew to scramble to clear
snow from Arrowhead Sta-
dium in Kansas City ahead
of the NFL playoff game.

The storm moved into
Kansas and Nebraska from
the Rockies on Friday, then
east into Missouri, Iowa,
Illinois and Indiana, cov-

ering roads and making
driving dangerous.

Part of Interstate 44 near
St. Louis was blocked for
several hours Saturday, and
at one point the Missouri
State Highway Patrol
warned of traffic delays as
long as eight hours.

In Indiana, the north-
bound lanes of Interstate 65
were closed for hours Sat-
urday after a semi jack-
knifed near Lafayette.

The storm was expected
to spread east into the
Mid-Atlantic region, with
between 3 and 6 inches of

snow expected in the Wash-
ington area, including parts
of northern and central
Maryland, by Sunday.

Missouri had gotten the
worst of the storm by Sat-
urday, with the National
Weather Service reporting
more than 18 inches in
Columbia.

Atleast five were killed in
crashes onslick roadways in
Kansas and Missouri.

They included a woman
and her 14-year-old step-
daughter whose car slid
into the path of a semitrailer
in Clinton, about 80 miles

southeast of Kansas City, on
Friday, the Missouri State
Highway Patrol said.

Another died when her
car slid on U.S. 24 in north-
ern Missouri and was hit by
an oncoming SUV.

In Kansas, a 62-year-old
man died after his pickup
skidded on the Kansas
Turnpike and hit a concrete
barrier, according to the
patrol.

Another crash involving
two semitrailers in snowy
conditions killed a 41-year-
old driver from Mexico, the
patrol said.
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Bid to take U.S.
steel mills landed
before high court

BY STEVE HENDRIX
Washington Post

The president was frus-
trated. He was at odds with
Congress. The regular
workings of government
didn’t let him do what he
desperately wanted to do.
So he went on national
television to explain why a
public policy impasse
amounted to a national
emergency allowing him to
take extraordinary action.

“My fellow Americans,
tonight our country faces a
grave danger,” President
Harry S. Truman said from
the White House on April 8,
1952. “These are not normal
times. These are times of
crisis”

Truman explained why
he had just directed his
secretary of commerce to
seize control of the coun-
try’s steel mills. An ongoing
dispute between the com-
panies and their workers
threatened to deny U.S.
troops the weapons and
tanks they needed to fightin
the Korean conflict.

“Iwould notbe faithful to
my responsibilities as presi-
dent if I did not use every
effort to keep this from
happening,” he argued.

Truman’s actions 67
years ago sparked a fiery
constitutional dispute that
rocketed to the Supreme
Court. And now, as Presi-
dent Donald Trump consid-
ers claiming similar emer-
gency powers to build his
long-promised border wall
despite lawmakers’ refusal
to fund it, scholars are
looking back at Truman’s
gambit and the legal prece-
dent it created. Suddenly,
Youngstown Sheet & Tube
Co. v. Sawyer, a great test of
presidential power, is in
vogue again.

“Youngstown is the right
place to look” constitu-
tional scholar Jeffrey Rosen
said. “But a lot has hap-
pened since then”

Trump used a White

House address Tuesday to
make the case that the
United States is facing a
security crisis at its south-
ern border. Though he has
threatened to declare a na-
tional emergency to build
his border wall, he did not
do so in his Oval Office
speech. Instead, he de-
manded that congressional
leaders provide $5.7 billion
he is seeking and end a
partial government shut-
down over the spending
impasse.

Truman’s conflict was
much different. In 1950,
North Korea had invaded
South Korea, and Truman,
declaring an emergency,
had sent troops for what he
hoped would be a short
deployment to defend a U.S.
ally. But the Chinese joined
the North, and the conflict
raged on.

At home, Truman strug-
gled to keep inflation in
check with a new law that
allowed him wartime wage
and price controls over stra-
tegic industries. With the

price of steel in check, the
companies refused to meet
workers’ demands for a pay
increase, and by the end of
1951, a strike was looming,

Truman wanted to avoid
disrupting the steel supply
while U.S. troops were
fighting, and he had a weap-
on to head off the strike.
The 1947 Taft-Hartley Act
gave the president author-
ity, through court order, to
suspend a strike for 80 days
in cases in which national
security was at risk. But
Truman was a labor ally
(Taft-Hartley had passed
over his veto), and didn’t
want to anger his base.

“His pro-union sympa-
thy prevented him taking
the most legally safe route,”
said Rosen, who is president
and CEO of the National
Constitution Center. “He
was forced by the polarized
politics of the time to make
exceptional claims about
executive authority.”

But first, Truman or-
dered the parties before a
special Wage Stabilization

i

Board to work out a deal.
The board recommended a
wage increase, but the steel
companies refused unless
they were allowed to hike
steel prices. Truman effec-
tively accused the industry
of trying to profiteer during
an emergency, and after
further negotiations col-
lapsed and the unions voted
to walk out, he went on the
air to announce his intent to
take over the mills. He had
signed an executive order
before going on camera.

“Our national security
and our chances for peace
depend on our defense pro-
duction,” Truman said in
that address. “Our defense
production depends on
steel”

The steel companies re-
portedly had lawyers at the
door of a federal judge
within an hour of the broad-
cast. The arguments and
appeals flew up the judicial
chain until landing before
the Supreme Court on May
12,1952.

The government argued

FOTOSEARCH/GETTY
President Truman was thwarted by the Supreme Court in his bid to take over steel mills during the Korean War.

that even though the Con-
stitution did not explicitly
empower the president to
seize private property, his
role as commander in chief
gave him authority to do so
in times of national emer-
gency. The steel companies
argued that not only did
Truman lack the power to
take over their mills, but
also that Congress had con-
sidered granting him such
powers while debating the
Taft-Hartley Act and delib-
erately rejected it. Instead,
it had approved another
mechanism to protect na-
tional security by giving the
president authority to sus-
pend a strike.

Truman lost.

By a 6-3 vote, the justices
sided with the steel compa-
nies. The “President’s
power, if any, to issue the
order must stem either from
an act of Congress or from
the Constitution itself” Jus-
tice Hugo Black wrote in
the majority opinion.

Rosen said the ruling
instantly became “a canon-

mp, there was Truman

ical case of constitutional
law?”

It was a sharp rebuke,
and Truman immediately
ordered the mills returned
to company control, head-
ing off a deep constitutional
crisis. But it didn’t stop
future presidents from test-
ing the limits of their emer-
gency powers. During a
wildcat postal strike in 1970,
President Richard Nixon
declared a national emer-
gency and deployed the
National Guard to deliver
the mail.

In 1976, Congress tried to
rein in presidents with the
National Emergencies Act,
which placed various limits
on how executives could
declare emergencies and
how long they would be in
effect. Still, by renewing
some declarations year after
year, from one adminis-
tration to another, presi-
dents have managed to use
the power dozens of times.
Jimmy Carter’s emergency
sanctions against Iran are
still in effect, as are George
W. Bush’s against Zimba-
bwe and Barack Obama’s
against Syria, among about
30 others.

Truman was shocked by
his Supreme Court smack-
down, in part because he
thought his arguments were
sound. “The president has
the power to keep the coun-
try from going to hell” he
said in response to critics.
But more so because the
court was full of justices
appointed by Democrats,
including four Truman had
elevated himself.

Truman would complain
about the case for the rest of
his life. But his personal
pique was mollified a few
weeks after the ruling,
Rosen said, when Justice
Black invited him to a party
at his house with other
jurists.

“Hugo, I don’t much care
for your law, but, by golly,
this bourbon is good,” he
said.

“It’s impossible to imag-
ine the Roberts court mak-
ing up with Trump like that
if they rule against him)”
Rosen said.

Another likely battle
over border wall brews

Texas landowners
preparing to fight
against Trump

BY NOMAAN MERCHANT
Associated Press

HIDALGO, Texas — As
President Donald Trump
continues to make the case
for his $5.7 billion wall,
Texas landowner Eloisa Ca-
vazos says she knows first-
hand how the project will
play out if the White House
gets its way.

The federal government
has started surveying land
along the border in Texas
and announced plans to
start construction next
month. Rather than surren-
der their land, some proper-
ty owners are digging in,
vowing to reject buyout
offers and preparing to fight
the administration in court.

“You could give me a
trillion dollars and I
wouldn’t take it” said Ca-
vazos, whose land sits along
the Rio Grande, the river
separating the U.S. and
Mexico in Texas. “It’s not

about money”
Congress in March
funded 33 miles of walls and

fencing in Texas. The gov-
ernment has laid out plans
that would cut across pri-
vate land in the Rio Grande
Valley. Those in the way

include landowners who
have lived in the valley for
generations, environmental
groups and a 19th century
chapel.

Many have hired lawyers
who are preparing to fight
the government if, as ex-
pected, it moves to seize
their land through eminent
domain.

The opposition will in-
tensify if Democrats accede
to the Trump administra-
tion’s demand to build more
than 215 new miles of wall,
including 104 miles in the
Rio Grande Valley and 55
miles near Laredo. Even a
compromise solution to
build “steel slats,” as Trump
has suggested, or more
fencing of the kind that
Democrats have previously
supported would likely trig-
ger more court cases and
pushback in Texas.

Legal experts say Trump
likely cannot waive eminent
domain — which requires
the government to demon-
strate a public use for the
land and provide landown-
ers with compensation — by
declaring a national emer-
gency.

While Trump’s first visit
to the border in Texas as
president came this past
week, his administration’s
immigration crackdown
has been felt here for
months.

Hundreds of the more
than 2,400 children sepa-
rated from their parents last
summer were detained in
cages at a Border Patrol
facility in McAllen. Three
“tender-age” facilities for
the youngest children were
opened in this region.

The president also or-
dered soldiers to the border
in response to a wave of
migrant caravans before the
November election. Those
troops had a heavy presence
in the Rio Grande Valley,
though they have since qui-
etly left. A spokeswoman
for the border security mis-
sion said they closed their
base camp along the border
on Dec. 22.

Building in the region is a
top priority for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
because it’s the busiest area
for illegal border crossings.
More than 23,000 parents
and children were caught
illegally crossing the border
in the Rio Grande Valley in
November — more than
triple the number from a
year earlier.

Homeland Security offi-
cials argue that a wall would
stop many crossings and
deter Central American
families from trying to mi-
grate north. Many of those
families are seeking asylum
because of violence in their
home countries and often

a
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Roy Snipes, pastor of the La Lomita Chapel, could see part of his church land seized for

Trump’s border wall.

turn themselves in to bor-
der agents when they arrive
here.

The number of families
has surged. DHS said that it
detained 27,518 adults and
children traveling together
on the southern border in
December, a new monthly
high.

With part of the $1.6
billion Congress approved
in March, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection an-
nounced it would build 25
miles of wall along the
flood-control levee in Hi-
dalgo County, well north of
the Rio Grande.

Congress did not allow
construction of any of
Trump’s wall prototypes.

But the administration’s
plans call for a concrete wall
to the height of the existing
levee, with 18-foot steel
posts on top. CBP wants to
clear 150 feet in front of any
new construction for an
“enforcement zone” of ac-
cess roads, cameras, and
lighting.

The government sued
the local Roman Catholic
diocese late last year to gain
access for its surveyors at
the site of La Lomita chapel,
which opened in 1865.

It remains an epicenter of
the Rio Grande Valley’s
Catholic community, host-
ing weddings and funerals,
as well as an annual Palm
Sunday procession that

draws 2,000 people.

The chapel is a short
distance from the Rio
Grande. It falls into the area
where CBP wants to build
its “enforcement zone”

Father Roy Snipes leads
prayers each Friday for his
chapel to be spared. Wear-
ing a cowboy hat with his
white robe and metal cross,
he’s known locally as the
“cowboy priest” and some-
times takes a boat on the Rio
Grande to go from his home
to the chapel.

“It would poison the wa-
ter;” Snipes said. “It would
still be a sacred place, but it
would be a sacred place that
was desecrated.”

Joshua trees, parks fall victim to

BY ALLYSON CHIU
The Washington Post

In most depictions,
Joshua trees tower above
the earth. Feathery-looking
limbs topped with spiky
green leaves twist skyward,
completing the gangly suc-
culent’s striking appear-
ance.

But now, viral photos of
these protected trees show
a vastly different scene un-
folding at Joshua Tree Na-
tional Park, about 130 miles
east of Los Angeles.

The trees in the photos

have been felled and are
lying on the dusty ground —
and Park Service officials
say people are to blame.

Shared widely on social
media, the photos have
sparked outrage over the
plight of national parks that
remain open amid a partial
government shutdown,
leaving them understaffed
and vulnerable to the antics
of unruly visitors.

In the course of the
shutdown, conditions at
Joshua Tree National Park
have worsened, prompting
Park Service officials to

schedule a temporary clo-
sure to “allow park staff to
address sanitation, safety,
and resource protection is-
sues in the park that have
arisen during the lapse in
appropriations.”

The park spans more
than 1,200 square miles,
straddling the Mojave
Desert and Colorado
Desert, but only eight law-
enforcement rangers are
patrolling the landscape in
the shutdown, National
Parks Traveler, a nonprofit
dedicated to news about
national parks, reported.

shutdown

Joshua Tree Superin-
tendent David Smith told
the nonprofit that visitors
have been illegally off-road-
ing, cutting down trees and
spray-painting rocks,
among other infractions.

Rand Abbott, a resident
of the town of Joshua Tree,
has frequented the park
since the 1980s, and said
seeing the damaged trees
was “devastating.”

“The true issue is that
people ... think that they
own the park,” the 55-year-
old said. “They don’t own it.
They’re guests in the park”

BRAD SUTTON/NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

A Joshua tree is silhouetted at the California park where
some of the protected tree have been felled or damaged.
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Doug Jones, a Democratic candidate for the U.S. Senate from Alabama, posted a narrow upset over Republican Roy Moore in 2017.

Homegrown misinformation

Russian-inspired tactics
were used in Alabama
Senate race, report says

BY CrRAIG TIMBERG, TONY RoMM, AARON C. DAVIS
AND ELIZABETH DWOSKIN | The Washington Post

A secret effort to influ-
ence the 2017 Senate elec-
tion in Alabama used tactics
inspired by Russian disin-
formation teams, including
the creation of fake ac-
counts to deliver misleading
messages on Facebook to
hundreds of thousands of
voters to help elect Demo-
crat Doug Jones in the
deeply red state, according
to a document obtained by
The Washington Post.

But unlike the 2016 presi-
dential campaign when
Russians worked to help
elect Donald Trump, the
people behind the Alabama
effort — dubbed Project
Birmingham — were
Americans. Now Demo-
cratic operatives and a re-
search firm known to have
had roles in the project are
distancing themselves from
its most controversial tac-
tics.

Jones’ narrow upset of
Republican Roy Moore in
all likelihood resulted from
other factors, political ana-
lysts say. Moore spent much
of the special-election cam-
paign Dbattling reports in
The Post that he had dec-
ades earlier made un-
wanted sexual advances
toward teenage girls.

Recent revelations about
Project Birmingham, how-
ever, have shocked Demo-
crats in Alabama and Wash-
ington. And news of the
effort has underscored the
warnings of disinformation
experts who long have said
that threats to honest, trans-
parent political discourse in
the age of social media are
as likely to be domestic as
foreign.

As the scandal has ex-
panded, with calls for fed-
eral and state investigations
and Facebook also conduct-
ing a review, the tactics
described in the Project
Birmingham document
have come under intense
scrutiny. Those included a
“false flag” effort that gen-
erated phony evidence that
automated Russian ac-
counts called bots had sup-
ported Moore on Twitter
and the creation of a mis-
leading Facebook page,
aimed at Alabama conser-
vatives, that sought to
undermine Moore by en-
couraging them to vote for a
rival Republican through a
write-in campaign.

But all those who ac-
knowledged playing a role
in Project Birmingham have
denied knowing the full
extent of the activities de-
scribed in the document.

Project Birmingham got

its funding from internet
billionaire Reid Hoffman,
who emerged as a leading
underwriter of Democratic
causes after the 2016 elec-
tion. While acknowledging
his money ended up paying
for Project Birmingham,
Hoffman said he did not
know how his funds were
used until details began to
emerge in the New York
Times and The Post.

Hoffman gave $750,000
to a progressive technology
start-up called American
Engagement Technologies
— founded by Mikey Dick-
erson, a former Obama ad-
ministration official — that
aimed to help Democrats,
according to a person famil-
iar with the finances who
spoke on the condition of
anonymity. This person said
Dickerson used $100,000 of
that to hire New Knowl-
edge, a Texas-based social
media research firm, to
work in Alabama in support
of Jones during the special
election in December 2017.

Dickerson, who is best
known for leading the effort
to fix HealthCare.gov — the
glitchy portal for President
Barack Obama’s signature
health-care initiative — said
in a statement to The Post
that he learned of the extent
of Project Birmingham only
months after it was com-
plete, when he received a
report on the operation.

That report, he said,
came from New Knowl-
edge, a company known
mainly for its efforts to
investigate online disinfor-
mation. More recently, it
co-authored a report last
month on Russian disinfor-
mation for the Senate Intel-
ligence Commiittee.

Jonathon Morgan, the
chief executive of New
Knowledge, has denied
knowledge of most of the
activities described in the
Project Birmingham docu-
ment and disputed Dicker-
son’s claim that New
Knowledge authored it.

What is known about
Project Birmingham comes
mainly from the 12-page
document labeled “Project
Birmingham Debrief,”
which was obtained by The
Post. Itis dated Dec. 15,2017,
three days after the Ala-
bama vote.

The document describes
the effort as “a digital mes-
saging operation to influ-
ence the outcome of the AL
senate race” by targeting
650,000 likely voters with
messages on social media
platforms such as Facebook,
while obscuring the fact

AY
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A new document shows that an effort to influence the 2017 Senate election in Alabama
was inspired by Russian disinformation teams. Republican Roy Moore narrowly lost.

that the messages were
coming from an effort back-
ing Jones. Jones has said he
had no knowledge of Proj-
ect Birmingham and has
called for a federal investi-
gation.

The goal of the effort was
to “radicalize Democrats,
suppress unpersuadable
Republicans (“hard Rs”)
and faction moderate Re-
publicans by advocating for
write-in candidates,” the
document states.

The document also
makes bold but unverified
claims about the effects of
the operation, saying that it
provided the decisive mar-
ginin an election decided by
fewer than 22,000 voters —
moving “enough votes to
ensure a Doug Jones vic-
tor},’”

Political analysts ex-
pressed skepticism that any
of these tactics affected the
election.

“My initial gut says that
the alleged disinformation
campaign I've read about
would not have been
enough to affect this race.
Roy Moore is so well known
in Alabama that people had
very settled opinions about
whether they wanted them
as their senator before the
race even started,” said Uni-
versity of Alabama political
scientist Joseph L. Smith.

Last September, Dicker-
son presented what he said
was a truncated version of
the Project Birmingham de-
brief at a meeting of tech-
nology experts in Washing-
ton. The 13 attendees were
required to sign nondisclo-
sure agreements.

In the version of the
document distributed at the
meeting, a black rectangle
obscured part of a sentence
that would have made clear
the name of the entity that
conducted Project Birming-
ham. After weeks of declin-
ing to comment, Dickerson
told The Post that the
redaction was “NK” — for
New Knowledge.

“Prior to presenting the

report in September, I ed-
ited New Knowledge’s re-
port for length and to redact
identifying information,”
Dickerson wrote in his
statement to The Post.
“This was the only firsthand
account of this kind of
operation that I knew of, so
Ipresented it to the group to
analyze and discuss.”

Dickerson declined to
answer numerous other
questions about the cam-
paign, including what he
knew of Hoffman’s role.

Before Dickerson had
sent his statement to The
Post, Morgan, the New
Knowledge chief, had pub-
licly denied writing the
Project Birmingham report
or knowing about most of
what it describes.

Morgan, in comments to
The Post and in a blog post
on the self-publishing site
Medium, acknowledged
conducting some “experi-
ments” with disinformation
tactics during the Alabama
election. Those included
creating a Facebook page
called “Alabama Conserva-
tive Politics” that shared
news links with its follow-
ers. He also said that New
Knowledge spent about
$30,000 on targeted Face-
book advertising during the
Alabama election season
and that he bought some
retweets to test his ability to
“lift” social media mes-
sages.

Morgan characterized
the work as a “small, limited
research project on Face-
book” while speculating
that Project Birmingham as
described in the debrief
document was a combina-
tion of his efforts and those
that might have been con-
ducted by others. He de-
scribed the Project Birm-
ingham document as
“AET’s report” — suggesti-
ng it had been a product of
Dickerson’s start-up,
American Engagement
Technologies.

“T acknowledge working
with AET, but I don’t recog-

nize the claims they’re mak-
ing now,” Morgan said on
Medium. “We did not write
the leaked report and we
could not have because it
didn’t reflect our research.
The leaked version of the
report made a number of
claims that did not originate
with us.”

Hoffman also has denied
knowing about the opera-
tion in Alabama, though he
has acknowledged provid-
ing the money to AET and
apologized for his role in
how it was eventually used.

“I find the tactics that
have been recently reported
highly disturbing,” Hoff-
man said in a statement.
“For that reason, I am em-
barrassed by my failure to
track AET — the organiza-
tion I did support — more
diligently as it made its own
decisions to perhaps fund
projects that I would re-
ject”

Hoffman’s financial rela-
tionship with AET was bro-
kered by his political ad-
viser, Dmitri Mehlhorn,
who heads a group called
Investing in US that helps
direct Silicon Valley money
into left-leaning political
causes.

Mehlhorn said he was
unaware of key details
about Project Birmingham,
but defended the idea of
learning from the Russian
disinformation operatives
at the Internet Research
Agency, who backed Trump
in the 2016 election and in
his first year in the White
House, according to U.S.
officials.

“The Internet Research
Agency engaged in many,
many tactics, some of which
I think it is appropriate for
us to mirror and some of
which I think we should
disavow. The tactics they
engaged in (that) we need to
disavow (include) misinfor-
mation and promoting rac-
ial hatred,” Mehlhorn said.
“The tactics we need to
mirror are really good social
microtargeting”

.
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Project Birmingham had
its roots in anger and frus-
tration Democrats felt after
losing the White House and
Congress in 2016 — with the
assistance, many were con-
vinced, of online disinfor-
mation peddled by Russians
and U.S. conservatives on
social media, who pushed
damaging but false informa-
tion about Democrat Hilla-
ry Clinton’s health, honesty
and suitability for office.

One person who ex-
pressed a desire to fight
back was Dickerson, ac-
cording to social media re-
searcher Renee DiResta,
who met him in January
2017 at a conference in
Chicago. . Dickerson told
her at the time about his
desire to create a start-up to
battle political disinforma-
tion, she said.

“There was a feeling after
the Trump election that
Democrats hadn’t pri-
oritized tech, that Republi-
cans had built this amazing
juggernaut machine,” said
DiResta. “The right wing
was running a meme war,
and there were these crazy
dirty tricks. People wanted
to build countermeasures.”

DiResta briefly advised
AET, offering technical
guidance and helping them
meet potential supporters
in the months before Hoff-
man agreed to fund the
company.

DiResta, who also ac-
cepted asingle share in AET
and a seat on its board, said
she became concerned with
the opaqueness of the proj-
ectand severed ties with the
company <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>