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To finalists, power worth ﬁghtmg over

Lightfoot, Preckwinkle clash over aldermanic
privilege, graft while meeting Tribune board

BY BILL RUTHHART
Chicago Tribune

Mayoral candidates Lori Lightfoot
and Toni Preckwinkle clashed Tuesday
on how much power the city’s 50
aldermen should wield amid an ongoing
federal corruption investigation at City
Hall.

Lightfoot again took on the role of
aggressor during an endorsement ses-
sion before the Chicago Tribune Editori-
al Board, placing Preckwinkle in the
awkward position of defending the
influence the city’s aldermen hold, just
months after one was charged with
attempted extortion and it was revealed
a second had worn a wire on his
colleagues for two years.

For months, Lightfoot and Preckwin-
kle have disagreed over whether the
so-called practice of aldermanic privi-
lege or prerogative, which gives alder-
men veto power over projects and
permits in their ward, should be banned.
Lightfoot, a former federal prosecutor,
wants to end the practice. Preckwinkle, a
former alderman and Cook County
board president, instead has said outside
jobs for aldermen should be eliminated.

On Tuesday, Preckwinkle found her-
self defending aldermen in the strongest
terms yet, accusing Lightfoot of improp-
erly painting all 50 of the council
members with a broad brush of corrup-
tion, arguing most do good work.

Turn to Meeting, Page 9
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Mayoral finalists Toni Preckwinkle and Lori Lightfoot both speak with the Chicago
Tribune Editorial Board, which is separate from the newsroom, on Tuesday.

HONORING THE FALLEN

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

A DuPage County sheriff’s deputy takes off his hat after exiting DeFiore Funeral Home for the visitation for McHenry County sheriff’s Deputy Jacob
Keltner on Tuesday, in Huntley. Hundreds gathered to honor Keltner who was killed in the line of duty last week as part of a team that was serving a
warrant on a fugitive in a Rockford hotel. Page 7

50 charged in cheatlng scam

2 Hollywood stars
accused in college
admissions case

By ALANNA DURKIN
RICHER AND
COLLIN BINKLEY
Associated Press

BOSTON — Fifty peo-
ple, including Hollywood
stars Felicity Huffman and
Lori Loughlin, were
charged Tuesday in a
scheme in which wealthy
parents allegedly bribed
college coaches and other
insiders to get their chil-
dren into some of the
nation’s most selective
schools.

Federal authorities
called it the biggest college
admissions scam ever
prosecuted by the U.S. Jus-
tice Department, with the
parents accused of paying
an estimated $25 million in
bribes.

At least nine athletic
coaches and 33 parents,
many of them prominent

SCOTT EISEN/GETTY
William “Rick” Singer is at the center of bribery scam.

ing Huffman, the Emmy-
winning star of ABC’s
“Desperate  Housewives,”
were arrested.

“These parents are a
catalog of wealth and priv-
ilege” U.S. Attorney An-
drew Lelling said in an-
nouncing the results of a
fraud and conspiracy in-
vestigation code-named

Loughlin

Huffman

in law, finance, fashion, the
food and beverage industry
and other fields, were

charged. Dozens, includ- Turn to Cheating, Page 11

More Illinois grads going to out-of-state colleges pages

At Goose Island,

a swan song for
its Honker’s Ale

By JosH NOEL
Chicago Tribune

Honker’s Ale is back
where it began: on draft,
available only at Goose
Island Beer Co.

When Honker’s was
last home and nowhere
else, 24 years ago, Goose
Island amounted to a sin-
gle visionary brewpub on
Clybourn Avenue, labor-
ing against the tide of
Anheuser-Busch and
Miller to offer Chicago an
alternative to beer-drink-
ing blandness.

That alternative, Goose
Island decided when
launching its production
brewery on Fulton Avenue
in 1995 — seven years after
the brewpub opened —
was Honker’s Ale.

Honker’s was among
Goose Island’s oldest
beers, but never the most
popular at the brewpub.
That would have been an

accessible beer most ap-
proximating Bud or
Miller, such as Lincoln
Park Lager or Blonde Ale.
But when deciding what
beer to lead with in liquor
stores, bars and supermar-
kets, Goose Island needed
to differentiate itself.

Sierra Nevada had done
so with a pale ale. Samuel
Adams did it with dark,
hearty Boston Lager.
Goose Island opted for
Honker’s Ale.

Honker’s was one of the
original beers from Goose
Island’s opening tap list in
1988 but far from a sure
thing to tempt people
shopping for beer during
the 1990s.

For one, it was an ale in
a lager world. But
Honker’s also packed a
wallop of flavor — smooth,
yet mildly sweet and a
touch bready — compared

Turn to Ale, Page 9

Singular
life ends
in plane
crash

Matteson-raised
Army captain died
‘doing what he loved’

BY ZAK KOESKE
Daily Southtown

As an Army captain, An-
toine Lewis had served in
Afghanistan and had been
stationed in South Korea
and, most recently, Canada.

More than anywhere in
the world, however, the
Matteson native was drawn
to the continent of Africa
and had traveled there
many times.

Family members said
they believe he may have
been in the process of scout-
ing for land or business
opportunities Sunday when
the Ethiopian Airlines flight
he was on from Addis
Ababa to Nairobi, Kenya,
crashed shortly after take-
off, killing all 157 people on
board.

“He went down in that
plane doing what he loved
to do” said his mother,
Antoinette Lewis, who last
spoke to her son shortly
before he departed for Ethi-
opia on Saturday.

The family grew worried
when they hadn’t heard
from him Sunday and
learned Monday that he had

Turn to Lewis, Page 8
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Antoine Lewis, of Matteson,
was one of 157 people who
died in Ethiopian Airlines
flight 302 crash in Ethiopia.

EU joins others in
grounding Max 8

U.S. passengers
consider ways to
avoid the aircraft

Business

41:3 Tom Skilling’s forecast igh 61 Low 54

Chicago Weather Center: Complete
forecast on back page of A+E section

$2.50 city and suburbs, $3.00 elsewhere H
171st year No. 72 © Chicago Tribune

49485700001




2 Chicago Tribune | Section1 | Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Get the most out of your
newspaper subscription

Already getting the Tribune In print? Your subscription
comes with Unlimited Digital Access. Read new
stories throughout the day on chicagotribune.com
and page through the eNewspaper. a digital replica

of the Tribune emalled to you dally. Here are two easy
ways to activate your account:

&4 Call 312-442-0013

We'll quickly set up your Unlimited Digital Access.

&4 chicagotribune.com/activate

Actvats Digitel sccess

Find Your Home
Delivery Subscription
As a valued Chicago Tribune
subscriber, you can activate
your Unlimited Digital Access
to Chicago Tribune by simply
identifylng your subscription.

- Look up your newspaper
/ account using your ZIP code and
house number, Then enter your
email address and create a
password for your digital access.

Fiond Your Home U

et O e ol
R e L L

A note to readers

Since August, the Tribune has published a number of
stories about a Willowbrook industrial facility that legally
emits a toxic pollutant in a neighborhood that govern-
ment officials have identified as having a higher-than-
normal cancer risk.

Sterigenics, the company that operates the facility, has
raised questions about the accuracy of certain stories.
The Tribune stands by the reporting as fair and accurate.
That reporting has provided a critical contribution to the
discussion of a matter of intense public interest. We are
providing additional information today to clarify some of
the points touched uponin the articles.

Sterigenics uses ethylene oxide to sterilize medical
equipment. The company is permitted to legally release
some of the chemical, a known carcinogen, through pollu-
tion-control equipment and directly into the atmosphere
through vents.

Some articles have discussed industry research that
shows there are other, potentially safer methods that
could replace ethylene oxide across the medical equip-
ment industry. To clarify, some devices are currently
approved for use only if they are sterilized with ethylene
oxide. Under current FDA approvals, Sterigenics and other
companies are required to use ethylene oxide to sterilize
those devices.

A story published online Jan. 25 and in print the next
day has been updated with the following sentence:

Despite readily available alternatives that industry
research shows are potentially effective, Sterigenics and
Medline Industries note that ethylene oxide is currently
the only FDA-approved option to fumigate certain medi-
cal equipment used in surgeries and other medical pro-
cedures.

A story published online Oct. 26 and in print the next
day discussed pollution control at the plant, stating:
“Federal officials say the company released uncontrolled
amounts of ethylene oxide from building vents for more
than 30 years”

Some background adds clarity to that sentence.

While an estimated 99 percent or more of ethylene
oxide was captured by pollution-control equipment at the
Willowbrook plant, permits allowed some to be released
into the air — an amount reported by the company to be
more than 5,000 pounds in 2014. The emissions released
through the “back vents” at the facility have been called
“uncontrolled” by a federal agency and the lllinois attor-
ney general’s office because the emissions did not go
through the pollution-control equipment. The company
modified its plant in 2018 to route those emissions
through its pollution-control equipment.

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
noted inits 2018 report on Willowbrook that “although
back vents on the units have historically been uncon-
trolled, Sterigenics is currently in the process of installing
pollution controls to control passive releases” of ethylene
oxide.

Inlegal proceedings, the lllinois attorney general’s
office alleged Sterigenics “allowed the uncontrolled emis-
sion of (ethylene oxide) from the backvent valves” from at
least 2006 until July 2018.

In 2018, Sterigenics said in a statement it installed this
new equipment to “control the back vent process emis-
sions.”

The October story has been updated to reflect that
information.

Tribune coverage of Sterigenics has repeatedly pointed
out that the Willowbrook facility was permitted by the
state to release some ethylene oxide. The company says it
has not been found in violation of those permits and
follows the law. In legal proceedings that began in Octo-
ber, the lllinois attorney general has alleged the company
“does not operate in full compliance with its operating
permit,” claiming Sterigenics has allowed air pollution in
violation of statutory and regulatory requirements.

Shortly after taking office, Gov. J.B. Pritzker ordered the
plant to stop using ethylene oxide, effectively suspending
operations at the plant. It is currently not operating.

Bruce Dold

Publisher & Editor-in-Chief

‘VINTAGE CHICAGO: THE BEST OF
@VINTAGETRIBUNE ON INSTAGRAM’

The @vintagetribune Instagram, a beloved photography
account produced by the photo editors of the Chicago
Tribune, has been mining the newspaper’s vast archives
since 2014. These are the images that would have been
posted had Instagram existed in, say, 1932—the offbeat,
gritty, funny, rare, everyday images captured in the mo-
ments that happened between the well-documented
events that make up the city’s official biography. This
book is an unexpected, inspired portrait of one of the
world’s great metropolises, told through the lenses of
the countless feet-on-the-street photographers from
the city’s hometown paper. Available at chicagotri-
bune.com/vintagetribune, and wherever books are sold.
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Judge to allow cameras at next
hearing on Smollett’s charges

By MEGAN CREPEAU
Chicago Tribune

The presiding judge of
Cook County’s criminal di-
vision decided Tuesday to
allow cameras in the court-
room at “Empire” actor
Jussie Smollett’s next ap-
pearance Thursday on
criminal charges he faces.

But Judge LeRoy Martin
Jr. said he will let whoever
is appointed Thursday to
preside over the high-pro-
file case to ultimately decide
if court proceedings beyond
Thursday’s brief hearing
can be video-recorded.

Smollett, who faces
charges he staged a phony
attack on himself and told
police he was the victim of a
hate crime, appeared in
court Tuesday for the hear-
ing. Two of his brothers and
a sister-in-law also attended
in support.

Media organizations
want video and still cameras
torecord the court proceed-
ings.

Smollett’s attorney, Tina
Glandian, took the some-
what unusual position of
favoring cameras in the
courtroom, saying the de-
fense wants the public to
see what happens in court.

Galndian said in court
that the many of the leaks
and rumors surrounding
the story since it broke
following the alleged inci-
dent on Jan. 29 were “actu-
ally demonstrably false.”

“In light of the substan-

JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Jussie Smollett enters the Leighton Criminal Court Building
on Tuesday to attend a hearing.

tial amount of misinforma-
tion in the case, the defense
actually welcomes cameras
in the courtroom,” she told
the judge.

Thursday’s hearing in
front of the cameras is likely
to be very brief. Martin is
simply expected to an-
nounce which judge has
been randomly assigned to
hear Smollett’s case.

After that, Smollett and
his attorneys will go to that
judge’s courtroom, where
the actor is expected to
formally enter a plea of not
guilty to the charges.

At some point, that judge
would decide whether to
allow cameras in court for
the rest of Smollett’s appear-
ances, including his trial.

Last week a grand jury
indicted Smollett on 16
counts of disorderly con-
duct. The 36-year-old actor,

who is free on $100,000
bond, has vehemently de-
nied lying to police or faking
the attack. His legal team
has also called the multiple
counts “redundant and vin-
dictive”

The actor, who is Afri-
can-American and openly
gay, has said he was walking
from a Subway sandwich
shop to his apartment in the
300 block of East North
Water Street about 2 am.
Jan. 29 when two men
walked up, yelled racial and
homophobic slurs, hit him
and wrapped a noose
around his neck.

Smollett said they also
yelled, “This is MAGA
country” in a reference to
President Donald Trump’s
campaign slogan of “Make
America Great Again.”

Police initially treated the
incident as a hate crime, but

their focus turned to Smol-
lett after two brothers who
were alleged to have been
his attackers told police that
Smollett had paid them
$3,500 to stage the attack,
with a promise of another
$500 later.

Police pieced together
much of their evidence by
reviewing footage from
about 55 police and private
surveillance cameras show-
ing the brothers’ move-
ments before and after the
attack.

The shift in the investiga-
tion came amid intense
press coverage and often
bitter public debate and
stinging skepticism on so-
cial media.

Smollett addressed those
doubts in a national TV
interview and in a strongly
worded statement after the
brothers were released
from custody after ques-
tioning by police.

A week before the alleged
attack, Smollett told police
he received a threatening
letter at work. Prosecutors
said Smollett staged the
attack because he was un-
happy with the studio’s re-
sponse to the threatening
letter. Chicago police took it
a step further, accusing
Smollett of faking the letter
as well.

Federal authorities are
conducting a separate in-
vestigation into that letter.

mcrepeau@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @crepeau

Illinois House votes — again — to
raise smoking age to 21 statewide

BY DAN PETRELLA
Chicago Tribune

The Illinois House on
Tuesday again voted to raise
the smoking age in Illinois
to 21

The General Assembly
last year approved a bill that
would have raised the legal
age for purchasing ciga-
rettes, other tobacco prod-
ucts and e-cigarettes state-
wide, but then-Gov. Bruce
Rauner vetoed the measure.
The new version passed the
House on a bipartisan vote
of 82-31.

A spokeswoman for
Democratic Gov. J.B.
Pritzker did not directly
comment on the bill, which
still has to get through the
Senate, but said the gover-
nor “believes in order to
help build a healthy society
we have to work to prevent
young people from smok-
ing”

“He looks forward to
reviewing the legislation to
raise the smoking age,
spokeswoman Jordan Abu-
dayyeh said in an email.

While the bill would raise
the legal age for purchasing
cigarettes and vaping prod-
ucts, it would do away with
penalties for underage pos-
session. Retailers still would
be fined for selling re-
stricted products to under-
age customers.

“This is a public health
issue, not a criminal issue”
said Democratic state Rep.
Camille Lilly of Chicago, the
bill’s sponsor.

Opponents of the bill
include the Illinois Retail
Merchants Association, the
Illinois Petroleum Market-
ers Association and Illinois
Association of Convenience

Stores, and the Illinois
Manufacturers’ Associ-
ation.

Some Republican law-
makers also raised objec-
tions, arguing that if 18-
year-olds can vote and join
the military, they should be
able to decide whether to
smoke.

“I think there’s a point at
which you have to say,
“You're either an adult or
you are not,’ ” said state Rep.

C.D. Davidsmeyer, a Repub-
lican from downstate Jack-
sonville.

Notably, House GOP
leader Jim Durkin of West-
ern Springs voted in favor of
the bill after “fighting it
most of my career.”

“I am supporting “To-
bacco 21’ for the state of
Tllinois,” Durkin said, noting
the “epidemic” of teen vap-
ing he believes the bill
would help address.

Also counted among sup-
porters of the legislation is
Juul Labs, whose popular
vaping devices were men-
tioned several times during
the House debate.

“We applaud the Illinois
House of Representatives
for passing legislation to
raise the purchasing age for
all tobacco products, in-
cluding vapor products, to
21 and we will continue to
work with lawmakers in
Illinois to get this policy
signed into law;” CEO Kevin
Burns said in a statement.

The measure now moves
to the state Senate, where
lawmakers in November

voted to override Rauner’s
veto of the previous version.
The House never held an
override vote.

Pritzker’s spending plan
for the budget year that
begins July 1 includes $65
million in new revenue
from proposals to increase
the $1.98-per-pack cigarette
tax by 32 cents and apply
the state’s wholesale to-
bacco tax to e-cigarettes.
The governor’s office did
not respond to requests for
comment on how raising
the legal purchasing age
would affect those revenue
estimates.

Dozens of jurisdictions in
Illinois, including Chicago
and Cook County, already
have raised the legal age for
purchasing tobacco prod-
ucts to 21.

dpetrella@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @PetrellaReports
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* How to stop nerve damage before the effects are
irreversible.

e How our revolutionary protocol provides outstanding
results for suffers of peripheral neuropathy.

Seminar Details:

Date: March 18th, 2019
Time: 6:30 pm
Location: Grounds For Hope Cafe
2701 Maple Ave, Lisle, IL.

JOIN DR. JUSTIN COOP FOR HIS FREE

NEUROPATHY EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR.

Dr. Justin Coop is the founder of Inspired Health Center and is passionately

devoted to educating his community about health and wellness. He strives
to help people understand the power of their own body and how the innate
wisdom that created our bodies to function as an independent person is also

able to heal and return life and vitality to our body if given the opportunity.
This education thus inspires and empowers people in their decision-making

regarding the health of themselves, and their families.
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Along the river, neighbors bond over ‘duck emergency’

MARY SCHMICH

On the morning of Thursday,
March 7, several residents of an
old neighborhood tucked along
the Chicago River received an
email with the subject line “duck
emergency.”

It began:

I just got a call about a duck in
distress at cullom. plastic wrapped
around its neck. A neighbor won-
dered if there was anyone who
might like to try to save it.

And with that summons, the
good citizens of Riverbank Neigh-
bors, a North Side community of
bungalows and two-flats that
takes its proximity to Chicago’s
river seriously, began to mobilize.

As Thursday ticked on, the
neighbors searched for the duck
then reported back via email.

From Sigrid: I walked the river-
bank from north of Pensacola thru
the prairie south of Berteau. I did
not find an injured/struggling
duck.

From Debbie: Pete searched,
too, and couldn’t find him/ her.
Perhaps she got herself free and
carried on, but we will all keep our
eyes open when we are walking the
riverbank.

On through the following day,
the neighbors kept looking, while
also trading information on wild-
life rescue organizations, the
hazards of plastic in nature and
the types of ducks that occupy
their stretch of river.

Finally, on Saturday, March 9,
came reports of a breakthrough.

From Carolyn: Holly spotted
said duck on the river today.

The sighting was good news,
but the neighbors knew that
saving a duck was harder than
spotting it.

Debbie again: Unless it gets
close enough for someone to net,
and when someone happens to be
there with a net, it will be hard to
help it. Carolyn sent a photo. I
think it looks so sad like that ... but
Pete thinks it looks like a British
aristocrat with a ruffled Victorian
collar!

By then, many people had
spied the duck — a male mallard
in the company of its mate — but
catching a live duck was like
trying to catch a cloud.
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This difficulty did not deter the
would-be rescue team.

From Holly: Sigrid and I are
planning to see if we can lure the
duck down to the berteau launch
tomorrow around 8. Anyone w/
ideas or duck expertise welcome to
join.

From Keiki and Sol: Do you
need a canoe? There is one in our
backyard and oars you can borrow

PHOTOS BY ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Sigrid Schmidt, top, looks for a duck with plastic wrapped around its neck, above, on West Montrose Avenue
near the North Branch of the Chicago River on Tuesday.

(tomorrow and whenever).

On Sunday morning, the neigh-
bors gathered at the river, from
the east bank and from the west,
united by the duck.

From Holly: Flint Creek Wild-
life Rescue has sent a team! Tess
from over on California and Sun-
nyside was able to lure him under
the bridge with bread and got him
on shore but couldn’t nab him. She

got close enough to see he hasn’t
swallowed the plastic — it is
around his neck but digging in
under his feathers.

From Sarah: So glad thereis a
team working on this. I hardly ever
buy anything with those plastic
connectors but it’s a good reminder
to cut them all apart before throw-
ing them away.

All day Sunday they hoped that

any minute would be the minute
the duck would get close enough
to be set free from its plastic
noose. They were disappointed.

Monday came. They saw the
duck but couldn’t catch it.

Tuesday came, and in the
morning Sigrid Schmidt and
several other members of the
duck posse set out in two canoes
and a kayak while others stood on
shore with waders and nets.

“Come, duck! Here, duck!
Duck, food!” they called. To no
avail,

“Our duck, even though it’s
got this six pack thing around its
head, can fly and swim and it’s
very, very skittish,” Schmidt
reported by phone after her
fruitless canoe expedition on
Tuesday.

The duck-seeking neighbors
know that in a city plagued with
human problems, their effort to
save a duck might strike some as
foolish. But it’s their duck, a
member of the neighborhood, a
community that more than many
in the big, hard city is marked by
the communion of humans and
nature.

As of Tuesday evening, the
duck was still on the loose but the
quest went on, an effort that Pete
Leki, a longtime resident and field
ecology teacher at nearby Waters
Elementary School, summed up
in an email to the group:

Hello all,

I know that some might think
that all this expense of energy over
a tangled duck is a little too much.

There is so much that needs
doing, and so many creatures in
need, human and otherwise.

But, there is something so tragic
and disgusting in this symbol of
human negligence, and non-hu-
man suffering.

Sometimes a symbol, and a
diligent response, even if we fail,
will serve to move the question
forward about pollution, and pack-
aging, and what is acceptable and
what is not.

I was watching the crew from
the Montrose Bridge after school:
gamely, lovingly, carefully trying to
lure the duck in, almost like watch-
ing a prayer ritual.

I wish more prayer rituals were
conducted at the site of emergen-
cies, outfitted in needed gear, with
food, and high spirits.

I’'m hoping,

Pete

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MarySchmich

Take a Dip in this Immersive Art Exhibit
Jan. 19-Feb. 3, 2019

Come see the lakeshore like you've never seen it before: introducing “The Beach Chicago” designed by Snarkitecture,

a spectacular interactive art installation presented by Navy Pier and EXPO CHICAGO and supported by the Chicago Free

For All Fund at the Chicago Community Trust, the Navy Pier Associate Board and Hilton Worldwide. This ‘sea’ of nearly

one million recyclable translucent balls laps at a 50-foot ‘beach” dotted with chairs and umbrellas. So come ride a wave of

fun this winter - and take in the many other exciting artistic and cultural experiences at Navy Pier.

Get hours and information at navypier.org
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Emanuel’s ethics
reform plan stalls

By JOHN BYRNE
Chicago Tribune

The bulk of Mayor Rahm
Emanuel’s attempt to
tighten City Council ethics
rules and curtail aldermen’s
ability to exert control over
zoning issues in their wards
stalled out in a City Council
committee Tuesday be-
cause some council mem-
bers said the plan would
mainly serve to empower
big developers.

The fight over the lan-
guage throws into relief the
difficulty of legislating
changes to aldermanic be-
havior that has long been
baked into the traditions of
the council rather than con-
tained within its official
rules. It came the same day
mayoral candidates Lori
Lightfoot and Toni Preck-
winkle differed on the way
to deal with that so-called
aldermanic privilege while
talking to the Tribune Edi-
torial Board.

The Rules Committee
meeting also featured a pro-
tracted argument Tuesday
over a proposal to
livestream City Council
committee meetings that
pivoted on whether the city
could find the $105,000
necessary to pay for the
equipment to enable the
practice, which backers say
is a key nod toward govern-
ment transparency. In a bit
of an “I am Spartacus!”
moment, several aldermen
shouted that they would
kick in money from their
aldermanic budgets if the
funds couldn’t be located
elsewhere in Chicago’s $8.9
billion budget.

Emanuel’s ethics plan
emerged in the wake of
council power broker Ald.
Edward Burke getting
charged by federal author-
ities in January with at-
tempted extortion for alleg-
edly holding up a permit for
a Burger King in his ward.
In response, the mayor an-
nounced he would require
hearings on zoning requests
within six months. He said
he did so to stop aldermen
from trying to stall the
zoning process in order to
squeeze the applicants.

By the time Emanuel’s
package made it to the
Rules Committee Tuesday,
the language had been
changed to simply guaran-
tee zoning applicants hear-
ings within six months. Still,
some aldermen said the
result would likely be to
give well-heeled devel-
opment companies a new
path to getting their proj-
ects approved without mak-
ing concessions such as
lower building heights or
added park space that coun-
cil members and communi-
ty groups sometimes de-
mand.

Burke has denied wrong-
doing and was re-elected to
another term last month.

Ald. Ameya Pawar, 47th,
said aldermanic prerogative
that traditionally allows al-
dermen far-reaching con-
trol over zoning projects
within their wards should
be curtailed in cases where
aldermen can block afford-
able housing from being
built in more affluent neigh-
borhoods. The same protec-
tions aren’t needed for
other projects, he said, be-
cause developers could
then simply wait out oppo-
nents rather than negotiate
with them.

“We believe that alder-
manic prerogative should
be dramatically altered or
limited or reduced when it
comes to affordable housing
projects,” Pawar said. “No
one that I talk to is con-
cerned about market rate
developers having an easier
road, primarily because
there isn’t a problem that
we’re solving. They already
get a fair shake.”

Rules Chairman Ald.
Michelle Harris opted to
hold the mayor’s ethics plan
in the committee while al-
dermen and the Emanuel
administration try to agree
on language.

The Rules Committee
considered Emanuel’s ordi-
nances on the same day
Lightfoot and Preckwinkle
weighed in on the role of

aldermen in zoning matters
while they appeared at the
Tribune Editorial Board,
which operates independ-
ently of the newsroom.

Lightfoot said alder-
manic prerogative should
be eliminated.

Preckwinkle did not out-
right oppose it, and said
aldermen should be al-
lowed to provide constitu-
ent services and weigh in on
matters such as liquor li-
censes in their wards.

Emanuel said he would
rein in aldermanic zoning
power through a series of
steps including the six-
month time frame for such
matters. He also wants to
require city departments to
examine their policies to
ensure it’s clear that alder-
manic letters of support
“are not a pre-condition to
any applicant receiving a
permit or license that
should otherwise be
granted based on the sub-
stantive determination of
the department.”

Emanuel’s proposed or-
dinance also would expand
the types of outside jobs
aldermen are prohibited
from holding.

That would preclude
council members from rep-
resenting developers and
property owners in the kind
of property tax abatement
work Burke has done
through his outside law
firm.

Preckwinkle wants to
ban aldermen and elected
officials from holding out-
side jobs. Lightfoot has
called for prohibiting city
employees and elected offi-
cials from having side jobs
that conflict with their gov-
ernment employment.

In a move to toughen a
rule Burke frequently ex-
ploited, Emanuel also
would make it much more
difficult for the powerful
City Council committee
chairmen to oversee debate
on requests that come be-
fore the council from peo-
ple they represent.

Emanuel’sideais to allow
chairmen to recuse them-
selves because of such con-
flicts of interest just three
times per year. More than
that, and they would need to
either give up their chair-
manships or divest of the
financial relationships that
caused the conflicts. And
aldermen couldn’t preside
over matters where they
would need to recuse them-
selves from votes, as Burke
often has.

In the Rules Committee,
some aldermen pushed
back against that provision,
saying a “three strikes and
you’re out” policy on re-
cusals would be better than
allowing chairmen to keep
their posts until they’ve
taken four such actions
each year.

The Rules Committee
also approved Ald. Brendan
Reilly’s proposal to require
all council committee hear-
ings to be streamed on a city
website, a change he and
others have championed as
a way to hold aldermen
accountable for attending
the daytime meetings and
acting in their constituents’
best interest.

Harris initially resisted
that, saying she wasn’t sure
where the $105,000 needed
for the equipment and man-
power would come from,
and that the ordinance
should instead go to the
Finance Committee. After
Reilly, in exasperation, of-
fered to pay for the project
out of his own ward-level
funds if no other source was
located, Ald. Michele Smith
and Ald. Deb Mell piped up
that they would kick in as
well.

Harris then agreed to
pass the ordinance with the
stipulation it would only go
forward if funding could be
found.

“Im supremely confi-
dent that within a $9 billion
budget we can find
$105,000,” Reilly said after-
ward. “I’'ve never seen that
level of debate over a
$100,000 good government
measure.”

Jjebyrne@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @_johnbyrne

Suit: City-funded shelters
violate rights of disabled

By ANNA KIM
Chicago Tribune

Chicago’s homeless shel-
ter system discriminates
against people with disabil-
ities and fails to provide
accommodations man-
dated by federal law, a
Chicago woman claims in a
federal lawsuit.

The suit, filed in federal
court late Monday on be-
half of the Chicago woman,
accuses the city of violating
the Americans With Disa-
bilities Act and the Rehabil-
itation Act by not ensuring
that the city’s homeless
shelters and their services
are accessible to people
with disabilities.

Laura Martin, the plain-
tiff, was turned away from
more than one shelter be-
cause she has difficulty
walking, according to the
lawsuit. After she re-
quested help from the city’s
shelter system, it took three
nights to find her a place
she could stay, according to
the suit.

Martin, who has
rheumatoid arthritis, can-
not climb stairs or walk for
more than one block at a
time because of her disabil-
ity, according to the lawsuit.

“Some of the most vul-
nerable people in our city
are completely being de-
nied access” said Diane
O’Connell, a Chicago Coali-
tion for the Homeless attor-
ney. “I mean, (the plaintiff)
had to sleep in a hospital
emergency room for multi-
ple nights because there
was no help for her”

Access Living of Met-
ropolitan Chicago, the Chi-
cago Coalition for the
Homeless and Porter,
Wright, Morris & Arthur
LLP, a large law firm with
offices in several states,
partnered with Martin in
the lawsuit.

The suit names Mayor
Rahm Emanuel; the city;
and Family & Support Serv-
ices Commissioner Lisa
Morrison Butler as defend-
ants. Butler’s department

oversees the funding of
shelters and locating of
beds for people who be-
come homeless.

“Even though it’s tough
enough not having housing
in the city of Chicago, if you
also have a disability, it’s
even worse,” Access Living
attorney Charles Petrof
said. “The laws require
program access from our
city government and that’s
not being provided to peo-
ple with disabilities when
they seek emergency shel-
ter because they’ve lost
housing”

The city’s law depart-
ment declined to comment
“as the litigation is pend-
ing” spokesman Bill Mec-
Caffrey said in an email
Tuesday.

The lawsuit asks that the
city declare that its opera-
tion of the homeless shelter
program and its choices in
funding partners violates
federal disability laws.

Tt also asks that the city
be ordered to operate its
emergency shelter pro-
gram and to fund its part-
ner organizations in a way
that’s accessible to people
with mobility impairments.

The lawsuit also seeks
compensatory damages
and attorneys’ fees for Mar-
tin.

The lawsuit details a
time in late 2017 when
Martin needed to find tem-
porary shelter while she
was in between residences.

Martin became home-
less when the relative she
was living with moved into
a nursing home, according
to the lawsuit. Martin had
nowhere else to stay in the
week before she was sup-
posed to move into a subsi-
dized apartment, according
to the lawsuit.

She spent one night in a
hostel and two nights at
hospital emergency rooms
because two shelters re-
fused to take her and the
city had no alternative, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

Martin was told several
times by social workers in

contact with city 311 serv-
ices that the Pacific Garden
Mission was the only op-
tion, according to the law-
suit. However, a driver for
Catholic Charities, a part-
ner organization the city
uses to transport people to
shelters, told her the Pacific
Garden Mission “would
not take her because she
was not able to transport
herself and her luggage
without assistance,” ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

A representative of the
Pacific Garden Mission did
not immediately respond to
a request for comment
Tuesday.

Another shelter alleg-
edly turned her away, and a
worker told her the shel-
ter’s elevator wasn’t work-
ing, according to the law-
suit. After three nights, a
bed was found at a shelter
where she stayed for a
week until her subsidized
apartment was ready, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

There’s only one shelter
in the city that’s fully acces-
sible to people who use
wheelchairs, according to
O’Connell and Petrof, and it
doesn’t set aside a certain
number of beds for people
with disabilities. The shel-
ter operates on a “first-
come, first-served” basis,
according to Petrof.

People with physical dis-
abilities make up a large
portion of the population of
homeless people in Chi-
cago, according to city fig-
ures.

In 2018, nearly 30 per-
cent of people living in
encampments or other
places that advocates con-
sider “unsheltered” re-
ported that they had a
physical disability, as did 18
percent of people living in
homeless shelters, accord-
ing to Chicago’s 2018 Point
in Time Count, a federally
mandated census of the
number of homeless people
in the city.

Advocates in New York
and Washington, D.C., have
successfully litigated the

same issue.

In New York, two people
with physical disabilities
living in a shelter brought a
class action lawsuit against
the New York City Depart-
ment of Homeless Services
for failing to reasonably
accommodate the needs of
homeless people with disa-
bilities. The city agreed to
provide accommodations
to people with disabilities
in the shelter system in a
2017 settlement.

In 2008, the city of
Washington, DC., settled a
similar suit with the U.S.
Department of Justice,
which had sued for the
city’s failure to accommo-
date individuals with disa-
bilities.

On Tuesday morning,
disability rights activists
from the Disability Rights
Action Coalition for Hous-
ing and the Chicago Coali-
tion for the Homeless ral-
lied outside the city’s com-
munity services center, 10
S. Kedzie Ave. Activists
spoke about the difficulties
people with disabilities
face when trying to enter
shelters and the lack of
accommodations for peo-
ple with disabilities.

The group marched in a
circle outside of the build-
ing’s doors, chanting
“What do we want? Equal
access! When do we want
it? Now!”

Petrof said the Disability
Rights Action Coalition for
Housing tried for the past
two years to meet with the
city to take action on the
issue, but nothing was re-
solved. He hopes the law-
suit will result in the city
giving shelters the funding
to become accessible.

“It doesn’t mean that
every single shelter the city
funds has to be fully acces-
sible;” Petrof said. “But you
have to have the same shot
atgettingabed if you'reina
wheelchair as if you’re not
in a wheelchair?”

akim@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @annakreports
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A model poses as a living statue of Jane Addams at 140 N. Carpenter St. in Chicago’s West Loop, on Tuesday. The
Wing, partnered with the Chicago Foundation for Women, had four living statues on display around the city to shine
light on the women who helped build Chicago. The groups are advocating for more statues of women around the city.

Divvy to get $50M upgrade from Lyft

By MADELINE BUCKLEY
Chicago Tribune

Lyft would pour $50
million into the Divvy bike
share program — more
than doubling the number
of available bikes and
putting docking stations in
every ward in the city —
under a 9-year contract
proposed as an amend-
ment to the ride-share
company’s city contract.

The proposal would re-
quire Lyft, which took over
Divvy’s operation last year,
to add 175 stations and
10,500 bikes, Mayor Rahm
Emanuel and Chicago De-
partment of Transporta-
tion Commissioner Rebek-
ah Scheinfeld announced
Tuesday.

Lyft also must install
Divvy stations in all 50
wards by 2021, an expan-
sion that has been re-
quested by aldermen in the
Far South and Southwest
sides, where the bike share
has not yet reached. Offi-
cials did not yet have de-
tails about exactly where
the 175 new stations would
go.
“The truth is, we don’t
have the resources if we
did it on our own to get it to
every nook and cranny of
the city” Emanuel told
reporters.

Lyft, a San Francisco-
based ride share company,
bought Motivate Interna-
tional Inc., which operated
bike shares in cities such as
Chicago, New York and

Boston, last year.

Under the proposed
contract, which requires
City Council approval, Lyft
would add electric pedal
bikes that can lock in both
Divvy docks and regular
bike racks. The new system
would have a total of 800
stations with 16,500 bikes.

In addition to the $50
million investment, Lyft
would be required to make
annual payments to the
city, starting at $6 million
and increasing by 4 percent
each year. The city would
share in at least $1.5 million
in revenue generated from
advertisements and spon-
sorships, or 40 percent of
the total revenue if such
revenue exceeds $1.5 mil-
lion. The city’s share would

have to be used for trans-
portation, Emanuel said.

After making its pay-
ment to the city, Lyft would
keep revenue from Divvy
up to $20 million. The city
would get 5 percent of any
revenue over $20 million,
Emanuel said.

Lyft also retains exclu-
sive rights to operate a bike
share program in the city.

Right now, the program
brings in about $9 million,
but is operating at a loss of
about $600,00 to
$700,000, officials said.
There were about 3.6 mil-
lion Divvy rides last year.

“We would eliminate
thatloss plus get the upside
of the cash,” Emanuel said.

mabuckley@chicagotribune.com
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After deadly fire, kennel owners
wary of new safety regulatlons

BY JOHN KEILMAN
Chicago Tribune

Following a devastating subur-
ban kennel fire earlier this year
that claimed the lives of 31 dogs,
two state legislators have intro-
duced bills aimed at making such
facilities safer.

One bill would require kennel
operators to install fire alarms
that automatically notify emer-
gency responders; the other
would require kennels to install
sprinklers or some other fire
suppression system.

“My goal is to try to make sure
that people’s animals, who to
most dog lovers are like family
members, have legitimate protec-
tion in facilities that might not be
manned on a 24-hour basis,” said
Sen. Donald DeWitte, R-St.
Charles.

Bully Life Animal Services,
which occupied a kennel building
just outside West Chicago, had a
fire break out in the early morn-
ing of Jan. 14. Owner Garrett
Mercado said he had left the
property to give a ride to a friend,
and when he returned the build-
ing was in flames.

The kennel did not have a
sprinkler or an alarm system —
just battery-powered smoke de-
tectors, the only fire prevention
feature the state requires in build-
ings that house animals.

Rep. Diane Pappas, D-Itasca,
said that minimal standard is “a
flaw in the law” that requires a fix.
Her bill calls for kennels to install
automatic fire notification sys-
tems, which she said could be
similar to what home security
companies offer.

“If someone is operating a
business, charging (people) to
take care of their pets, this is the
least they should be doing” she
said. “ ... I don’t see this being a
cost-prohibitive measure.”

DeWitte’s bill calls for kennels
that are not staffed at all times to
have “a fire sprinkler or other fire
suppression system.”

But in a phone interview, he
said conversations with animal
welfare advocates convinced him
to allow alarm systems as an
alternative.

“I hope all the interested
parties engage in the discussion,”
he said. “I'm not trying to push
something down a business own-
er’s throat”

Kennel owners interviewed by
the Tribune had varying opinions
of the proposals. Jeff Ironside,
owner of Amusement Bark Dog
Day Care in La Grange Park, said
his facility already is staffed
around the clock, and has an
alarm that s tied into the local fire
department.

He added, though, that retrofit-
ting a building with sprinkler
systems could be far too costly for
the average kennel owner. When
he looked into sprinklers at a
former location, he said, he was
quoted a price of $40,000.

“If somebody were required to
put in sprinklers, that would be
really cost prohibitive,” he said.

John Marek, of Happy Paws
Pet Resort in Carol Stream, said
sprinklers would cost his busi-
ness up to $20,000, and he
thought a fire alarm system that
automatically alerts first respond-
ers would also be pricey.

He said he already has inter-
net-enabled smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors that alert his
cell phone if there’s a problem.
More expensive fixes could be too
much for many operators to
handle, he said.

“This is not a high margin
business;” he said. “We would
have to raise our rates to do that.
It’s not a bad idea, but it’s
something (legislators) need to
take into account.”

He said a better solution would
be to focus on the Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture, which is in
charge of inspecting and licensing
kennels. Budget cuts have meant
that inspections have become less
frequent, he said, so unsafe facili-

STACEY WESCOTI'/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Happy Paws Pet Resort owner John Marek puts day care dog Taylor
back in her kennel while dogs Kaiya, right, and Abby, left, watch.

ties can go undetected no matter
what the regulations say.

Morgan Booth, spokeswoman
for the Department of Agricul-
ture, said fire safety is a matter for
local building inspectors, not the
department, and that it actually
has one more kennel inspector
than it had five years ago.

Still, only seven inspectors are
tasked with monitoring the state’s
855 kennels.

“The goal is (to inspect) annu-
ally;” she said. “However, that is
dependent on additional investi-
gations, such as humane care
complaints, that are filed and
need to be investigated.”

Sue Aikman, owner of Addis-
on’s Bellyrub Klub, said the state’s
“very minimal inspections” are
indeed an issue, but she had no
problem with paying to improve
fire protection.

She said when she bought the
building that houses her kennel
five years ago, the village required
her to install both sprinklers and
fire alarms. It cost her $80,000,
but she viewed it as a worthwhile
investment.

“It’s important for the parents,”
she said, referring to pet owners.
“They need to have peace of mind
that someone is looking out for
their dog”

Pappas’ bill, which is before the
House Labor and Commerce
Committee, could be considered
as soon as Wednesday. DeWitte
said his bill should have a hearing
in the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee next week.

Jjkeilman@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @JohnKeilman

Even more Illinois graduates
going to out-of-state colleges

By DAWN RHODES
Chicago Tribune

For years, Illinois colleges and
universities have tried to find new
ways to attract more high school
graduates from within the state,
while young people increasingly
are choosing to pursue their de-
grees elsewhere.

New data show the problem is
only getting worse.

Figures released by the Illinois
Board of Higher Education show
that 484 percent of Illinois public
high school graduates enrolled in
four-year universities in 2017 at-
tended out-of-state institutions.

That’s up from 46.6 percent in
2016 and about 45 percent in 2015.

That figure has steadily climbed
over the past two decades, accord-
ing to state data. As recently as
2002, only 29.3 percent of Illinois
high school graduates went to
out-of-state, four-year colleges.

“This is not good news,” Nyle
Robinson, interim executive direc-
tor of the state board, said in a
statement Tuesday.

“The outmigration trend con-
tinues to increase, and that means
we’re not only losing students to
out-of-state colleges and universi-
ties, we're likely losing them to
other states for good. We want to
educate our state’s students and
see them flourish in jobs here in
the Land of Lincoln.”

The figures are not unexpected.
Enrollment at most Illinois public
universities has dropped signifi-
cantly since 2015, declines that
largely accelerated during the
state budget impasse.

For years, Illinois schools have
lost ground to institutions else-
where in the Midwest that have
offered competitive scholarships
or discounted tuition packages.

Indeed, state data show about
two-thirds of Illinoisans choosing
four-year colleges land in Iowa,
Indiana, Wisconsin, Missouri,
Michigan, Ohio and Minnesota.

But in recent years, schools
farther afield also have gained a
foothold in the Illinois market.

University of Alabama, for in-
stance, has invested heavily in
scholarship packages for high-
achieving students out of state.
The number of Illinoisans
enrolled in Tuscaloosa has in-
creased more than tenfold in the
past decade.

States including Utah, Georgia,
Nebraska, California and Missis-

sippi have recorded double-digit
percent increases in the amount of
Illinois public high school gradu-
ates enrolling in their schools since
2015.

In the past year, state higher
education officials have worked to
bolster their efforts to lure Illinois-
ans.

Last August, then-Gov. Bruce
Rauner signed a bill launching the
Aim High program, giving $25
million in state money to the 12
public universities to fund merit-
based scholarships.

Bolstered by those dollars, sev-
eral schools announced new fi-
nancial aid programs designed to
attract academically stellar local
students.

Gov. JB. Pritzker has proposed
boosting funding for that program
by $10 million next year.

Additionally, the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has
invested more heavily in need-
based financial aid.

Last fall, the flagship school
unveiled Illinois Commitment, a
program to cover tuition and fees
for admitted students whose fam-
ily income is less than the state
median.

The university is spending $4
million in each of the next four
years on the program, officials said
at the time.

It remains to be seen how
effectively those programs will
draw Illinoisans to local schools.
The state’s analysis relies upon
enrollment figures from 2017, just
a few weeks after the state’s
budget impasse ended.

Meanwhile, citing these data
and recent trends, higher educa-
tion leaders have spent recent
months lobbying the state legisla-
ture to increase funding for the
state’s colleges and universities.
The state board supported Pritzk-
er’s budget proposal, which in-
cludes sizable increases in general
operational funding, Aim High
and Monetary Award Program
grants for low-income students.

“Our colleges and universities,
the IBHE staff and families across
the state understand that it’s time
to re-invest in higher education,”
Robinson said. “In order for col-
leges and universities to hold the
line on tuition — which many have
done over the years — state
funding needs to be increased.”

drhodes@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @rhodes_dawn
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Thinking About
Hearing Aids?

This week only you can get $450 off MSRP on a pair of premium, fully
digital, AccuQuest hearing aids, including the IIC (Invisible-In-Canal)
featured here. This is one of our most powerful invisible hearing solutions.
Featuring HD Speech Focus Processing™ technology, it analyzes
incoming sound 20,000 times a second, quieting background noise
so speech comes through clearly with no whistling or buzzing. You
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Mourners stand in line outside DeFiore Funeral Home to attend the visitation for McHenry County sheriff's Deputy Jacob Keltner Tuesday, in Huntley.

Hundreds turn out to honor
slain McHenry County deputy

BY AMANDA MARRAZZO
Chicago Tribune

Dozens of American
flags waved in the chilly air
Tuesday afternoon as hun-
dreds of mourners visited a
Huntley funeral home to
pay their respects to
McHenry County sheriff’s
Deputy Jacob Keltner.

Keltner, 35, a married
father of two young boys,
was killed in the line of duty
last week as part of
a team that was
serving a warrant
on a fugitive in a
Rockford hotel.

Police from all
over the state as
well as local citi-
zens, many who
did not know the
fallen officer, at-
tended the wake.
People young and old
waited patiently outside in
a long and growing line to
enter the DeFiore Funeral
Home.

Marnell and David Vil-
larreal walked to the funer-
al home from their home
around the corner. They
said they didn’t know the
deputy but wanted to pay
their respects.

“It’s sad, very said,”
David Villarreal said.
“Somebody lost their father,
their husband. Somebody
lost a son.”

Keltner was a member of
the U.S. marshals task force
that was seeking to capture
Floyd Brown when Brown
dropped out of a third-floor
window, shot the deputy,
then fled.

After a high-speed chase
through southern Illinois
and an hourslong standoff,
Brown was captured. He is
currently in the Winnebago
County jail and due back in
court March 20. He is
charged with local and fed-
eral first-degree murder. If
convicted, he faces the
death penalty, authorities
have said.

Keltner, who died from
his injuries hours after be-
ing shot, is described by his
wife and colleagues as
funny, smart, kind, a man
who loved his family and
was a great cop.

Volunteers from the

Keltner

American Red Cross of
Greater Chicago were on
hand with water, coffee, hot
cocoa and tissues, all do-
nated by local businesses.

“We're here to support
law enforcement and be a
part of the community re-
sponse,” said Jackie Spe-
ciale from Woodstock. “We
all agreed, as a team that’s
our mission.”

Also in attendance to
support the family and law
enforcement was
David Gier, senior
ride captain of the
North East Illinois
Patriot Guard.

Gier said he is
there “to give Dep-
uty Keltner all the
honor and all the
respect he has
earned and defi-
nitely deserves.”

He said he and his fellow
riders were invited by the
family.

“If we are invited we
come, if we are not invited
we don’t come,” Gier said.
“It is a great honor, only
wish that we didn’t have to
be here”

Funeral services for Kelt-
ner will be Wednesday
morning at Woodstock
North High School in
Woodstock.

Donations for the Kelt-
ner family are being ac-
cepted at the McHenry
County sheriff’s office, 220
N. Seminary Ave. in Wood-
stock, 60098, and the De-
Fiore Funeral Home,10763
Dundee Road, Huntley,
60142. Checks may be made
out to Becki Keltner, ac-
cording to McHenry
County authorities. They
ask that in-person dona-
tions not be made during
the time of services for
Keltner.

A charitable organization
has established a fundraiser
meant to pay off the family’s
mortgage. The Stephen
Siller Tunnel to Towers
Foundation, established in
the name of a firefighter
who gave his life on Sept. 11,
2001, asked on its website
for donations to support the
family.

Amanda Marrazzo is a free-
lance reporter.

‘Nothing can make this better’

Becki Keltner, the wife of McHenry County sheriff’s Deputy Jacob Keltner who
was shot and killed last week in Rockford, publicly released a letter Monday night
in tribute to her husband.It is printed below in its entirety:

I am writing this letter because my
husband, Jacob Keltner, should be re-
membered not as another statistic but as
a man, a great man, who sacrificed his
life to protect others.

Jake is the love of my life. We met at
Western Illinois University in January
2004 and were inseparable. We married
in 2007 and soon after I got a teaching
job and we both focused on our careers
doing what we love. In 2012 we were
overjoyed to add Caleb (who is going to
be president someday) to our family and
then Carson (my fiery red head) blessed
us in 2014. Jake and I agreed that I
would leave teaching to dedicate all of
my time to raise our boys, and it has been
the best time of my life and our
marriage. We loved each other fiercely.
He was a tough guy but a secret
sweetheart. He surprised me with the
best gifts, nights out, and heartfelt notes.
He would do things he hated with me
(like seeing a ballet) because he knew
how much I loved it. He supported every
endeavor I ever took on and was there
for me every second when my mom
recently passed away. I was so lucky to
have found a love so good and a man
worth spending my life with.

He was a die-hard Chicago Cubs fan
with me and we almost died watching
the 2016 World Series together. He loved
adventure. He would try anything—
bungee jumping, zip lining, white water
rafting and more with a huge smile on
his face. Some of those he made me do
with him, and he would hold my hand
the whole time. He was brave and he
made me braver.

My husband was a “cop’s cop.” He
loved everything about his job and
looked forward to going to work every
day. He was a true patriot who wanted
to protect the people of this country so I
knew when he was selected for a position
on the US. Marshal’s Fugitive Task
Force, I couldn’t have stopped him from
taking the job if I tried. I knew it was
dangerous, but he was smart, strong, and
great at what he did. T knew he would
protect his fellow officers like he pro-
tected our family.

Then I received the one phone call
every police officer’s wife has night-
mares about, only this time the night-
mare was real. Now I find myself a
33-year-old widow, mother of two young
boys who no longer have their daddy. It
feels unreal. It’s unfair. I have screamed.
I have cried. Nothing can make this
better.

He was an amazing dad. He always
found ways to have fun with the boys.
The night before he died he was teaching
them how to catch and throw to get
ready for little league. He built forts and
set up family movie nights and “boy’s
nights” with the kids. We spent our
summers relaxing and swimming in the
pool. Deemed “the baby whisperer” he
was the only one who could get Carson
to stop crying as a baby by singing to
him. Telling my children he was taken
from us was the worst moment of my
life. They are innocent and pure and
certainly do not deserve this. They will
never know their daddy like they
deserve. They won’t know him as a
jokester. They won’t know his contagious
smile and his infectious laugh. He was
taken from them far too soon.

Being a cop’s wife is not easy. It’s long
days and nights where you don’t know
when they’re coming home. It’s the
constant worry that something will
happen to them. It’s keeping the kids
quiet when daddy needs to sleep for a few
hours. It’s going to events alone because
they have to work and him always
having to look over his shoulder when we
were out together. But I am so very proud
of him. He wanted to make the world a
better place and he did make it a better
place for my family. He was my rock. He
supported me through thick and thin. He
was my everything and we didn’t have
enough time. I need him and I don’t
know how to keep on going without him.
I would give anything for one more hug,
one more ‘I love you,” or one more joke
from the man I love so much.

There are no words to sum up a man
who meant so much to me and to so
many others. My only wish is to have a
world where we stop hating each other. I
am overwhelmed with the support I
have been given from people everywhere
these past few days. I see you. You are
good just like my husband was. I will
keep that in my heart forever. No matter
who you are, every person has a story
and people who love them. Every person
has hopes and dreams. We need to accept
and thrive on our differences. It’s what
our country was built on. It’s what Jake
believed in, even after everything he had
seen. It’s what I believe in. He saw the
worst of the worst every day but still had
so much love in his heart. He was true
and loyal. We all need to show each other
love. Lift each other up. It’s the only way
to stop this unconscionable madness.

— Becki Keltner

IG Report:
CPS failed
to collect

$2 million

BY JUAN PEREZ JR.
Chicago Tribune

Chicago Public Schools failed
to collect as much as $2 million
worth of pre-kindergarten tu-
ition in recent years because of
fraud, mismanagement and lim-
ited oversight of an outside
company’s work, according to a
review by the inspector general’s
office.

Nearly 140 school district
employees shorted CPS of ap-
proximately $215,000 by either
ignoring their bills for pre-
kindergarten tuition or under-
stating their incomes on applica-
tions for seats in reduced rate
programs.

A company CPS hired to bill
and collect tuition payments
from parents worked for years
without a contract. The district
meanwhile spends tens of thou-
sands of dollars to rent a 3,200-
square-foot tuition monitoring
office that’s now staffed by one
employee.

The review by CPS Inspector
General Nicholas Schuler’s of-
fice could incite more concern
from city families who navigate
a complicated system to enroll
their children in preschool. It
also comes at a time when
Mayor Rahm Emanuel has tar-
geted the system for expansion.

According to the inspector
general’s office, CPS plans to
contact affected employees and
parents to ask for repayment or
pursue disciplinary action. The
district also plans to negotiate a
new contract with its tuition-
collection vendor.

Schuler’s office estimated
CPS could have collected be-
tween $1.6 million and $2 mil-
lion during the last four school
years but “failed to do so” due to
what investigators described as
“application fraud by (CPS)
own employees, lax debt collec-
tion, mismanagement, (and)
poor oversight of its tuition-
collection arrangement with a
for-profit company.”

CPS says it is addressing
many of the IG’s concerns. “As
the district transitions to a free
universal pre-K model, we have
commiitted to several significant
actions to better recover out-
standing debt and ensure pay-
ments are collected in a timely
manner;” district spokeswoman
Emily Bolton said in a statement.

In addition, CPS said the
office space Schuler’s team criti-
cized holds four pre-K class-
rooms. But the district said it
will not renew the lease.

Schuler’s office examined re-
cords from two pre-K programs:
a full-day option for 3- and
4-year-olds that cost approxi-
mately $14,000 per seat this year
and is available at fewer than a
dozen schools; and a half-day
program that charged families
amounts based on their family
size and income.

Nearly $751,000 was never
collected from parents of 677
students in the half-day pro-
gram, according to the IG. That
amount included nearly
$90,000 in unpaid debt amassed
by dozens of CPS employees.

Schuler’s office said more
than $114,000 should have been
collected from CPS employees
who “understated their in-
comes” on applications for the
sliding-scale fee program. A
billing error during the 201718
school year meant CPS didn’t
bring in nearly $324,000.

Plus, nearly $60,000 in tu-
ition was never collected from
families who used the full-day
pre-K program.

CPS said it has converted the
sliding-fee program into one
that doesn’t require tuition.

Labor unions support Pritzker’s income tax plan

BY DAN PETRELLA
Chicago Tribune

Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s back-
ers in organized labor are
putting their weight behind
his plan to shift Illinois
from a flat-rate income tax
to a system where higher
earners pay higher rates.

Bob Reiter, president of
the Chicago Federation of
Labor, was among union
leaders who joined the
Democratic governor Tues-
day at a news conference at
the Thompson Center in
the Loop to pitch the plan,
which the Pritzker admin-
istration says would gener-
ate $34 billion in new
annual revenue by raising
rates on the wealthiest 3
percent of taxpayers while
cutting taxes for everyone
else.

“When I hear .. the
people who are in the 3

percent complain about a
tax increase that’ll only
affect 3 percent but yet give
a tax break to 97 percent of
this state, it really says
something about where
their priorities are” said
Reiter, whose umbrella or-
ganization includes more
than 300 wunions and
500,000 workers. “Their
priorities are not here in the
state of Illinois. Their pri-
orities are to take care of
themselves.”

Following four years of
battling the union-weak-
ening agenda of Republican
Gov. Bruce Rauner, organ-
ized labor came out
strongly in support of
Pritzker in last year’s elec-
tion as he campaigned in
favor of what he calls a “fair
tax.”

Currently, all Illinois
residents are taxed at 4.95
percent, regardless of in-

come level. Pritzker’s plan
largely relies on raising
taxes significantly on resi-
dents making more than
$250,000 a year, with those
earning more than $1 mil-
lion taxed at 7.95 percent of
their total income.

The proposal drops the
personal tax rate for all
others to 4.75 percent for
the first $10,000 of income.
Income between $10,000
and $100,000 would be
taxed at 4.9 percent, and the
rate would remain 4.95 per-
cent for income between
$100,000 and $250,000.
The top rates would be 7.75
percent for income be-
tween $250,000 and
$500,000, and 7.85 percent
for income between
$500,000 and $1 million.

Pritzker also wants to
increase the corporate tax
rate from the current 7
percent to 795 percent,

matching the top personal
rate.

Enacting Pritzker’s plan
would require an amend-
ment to the Illinois Consti-
tution, which mandates a
single income tax rate. To
make the change, Pritzker
will need three-fifths ma-
jorities in both the Illinois
House and Senate to vote in
favor of putting a proposed
constitutional amendment
on the ballot. The measure
then would have to be
approved by voters, which
can’t happen until Novem-
ber 2020 at the earliest. The
tax rates would be set in
separate legislation.

Other parts of Pritzker’s
proposal — a 1 percentage
point increase in the prop-
erty tax credit, from 5 per-
cent to 6 percent, and a
per-child tax credit of up to
$100 for individuals earn-
ing less than $80,000 and

joint filers earning less than
$100,000 — could be en-
acted without a constitu-
tional change.

Reiter praised Pritzker
for “taking on one of the
toughest structural prob-
lems this state has had”
Carole Pollitz, a business
agent for the International
Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers Local 134, and
William McNary, co-direc-
tor of Citizen Action Illinois
and legislative chair for the
Responsible Budget Coali-
tion, joined Reiter in laud-
ing the governor. Several
other labor groups, includ-
ing the Illinois AFL-CIO;
the American Federation of
State, County and Munici-
pal Employees Council 31;
and the state’s two largest
teachers unions, also have
expressed support.

Pritzker said the plan
would help the state ad-

dress its $3.2 billion budget
deficit, $8.4 billion backlog
of unpaid bills and $134
billion in unfunded pension
liabilities. He presented two
alternatives: across-the-
board spending cuts or an
increase in the current flat
tax rate. The governor so far
has ruled out extending the
sales tax to consumer serv-
ices or taxing retirement
income, moves that would
put Illinois more in line
with other states but are
politically unpopular.
Pritkzer’s plan has been
met with unified opposition
from Republican lawmak-
ers and large business or-
ganizations including the
Illinois Chamber of Com-
merce and the Illinois Man-
ufacturers’ Association.
They argue that raising
taxes on the wealthy will
push residents and busi-
nesses out of the state.
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Antoinette Lewis holds a photo of her with brothers Rodney, left, and Antoine outside their parents’ home in Matteson.

He died ‘doing what he loved’

Lewis, from Page 1

been on the Boeing 737 Max
that went down the day
prior.

Antoinette Lewis said
she was jolted from her
sleep Monday by television
coverage of the plane crash
and was struck instantly by
a sense of dread.

“T heard something in my
sleep say, ‘Ethiopia,)” she
said. “Immediately, I said,
‘Rod, Antoine was on that
plane. He’s gone!

“I said, ‘I feel it. I'm
disconnected. ”

The family later learned
that Lewis had been among
eight Americans who died
in the crash, along with
individuals from China, Ita-
ly, India, France, Britain and
Egypt, authorities said.

Ethiopian authorities are
leading the investigation
into the crash, assisted by
the U.S., Kenya and others.

Lewis, 39, was assigned
to U.S. Army North and had
been serving in Canada as
part of the U.S. Army Mili-
tary Personnel Exchange
Program, public affairs offi-
cer Maj. Jamie Dobson said.
He first enlisted in the Army

in 1997, and later commis-
sioned as a logistics officer
in 2010, Dobson said.

Lewis was deployed to
Afghanistan from Sept. 2011
to Sept. 2012, and was
highly decorated. He
earned a dozen medals,
ribbons and badges for his
service, Dobson said.

“Capt. Lewis was one of
our finest,” Lt. Gen. Jeffrey
S. Buchanan, US. Army
North Commander, saidina
statement. “Antoine was se-
lected from his peers to
serve as a liaison to his
nation, and we mourn this
tragic loss. Our deepest con-
dolences and prayers are
with his family during this
time.”

Lewis grew up in Matte-
son and graduated from
Rich Central High School in
Olympia Fields. His mother
fondly recalled her son
boarding the school bus in
kindergarten and earnestly
asking his fellow passen-
gers, “Who’s going to be my
friend?”

She said he made friends
easily and always showed
genuine interest in learning
about other cultures.

Lewis enlisted in the

Army after high school —
inspiring both his older
brother and younger sister
to later follow in his foot-
steps — and served for
about six years before de-
ciding to try his hand at
entrepreneurship, accord-
ing to his sister, also named
Antoinette Lewis.

After the Army, Lewis got
into long haul trucking,
which allowed him to
scratch his travel itch, but a
couple close calls on the
road and a desire to serve
led him back to the military,
family said.

He returned to the Army
as an officer, having earned
his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in the intervening
period, his sister Antoinette
Lewis said. She said Lewis
had been promoted to cap-
tain within the past couple
years and was on track to
make major by the time he
retired.

“Everything was taking
off for him,” his sister said.

Lewis said Tuesday that
she was still struggling to
come to grips with her
brother’s sudden death and
shuddered to think how
terrifying his final moments
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must have been.

“He did all of that to
perish in a plane,” she said.
“It’s very hard for me to
grasp because he was such a
presence. . . He was tall and
handsome and educated
and motivated.”

Lewis had been stationed
at an Army base in Canada
and was living in Ottawa
with his 15-year-old son at
the time of his death, family
said. His wife of just over
one year also is in active
duty with the Army, cur-
rently stationed in Wash-
ington, D.C., Lewis’ mother
said.

Family members de-
scribed Lewis as an intelli-
gent, inquisitive and fear-
less man who enjoyed
motorcycles and making
sure he and his family mem-
bers were equipped with
the latest tech gadgetry.
They said he had recently
begun producing a podcast
called “The Logical Solu-
tion,” in which he recorded
thought-provoking discus-
sions with family and
friends.

Antoinette Lewis said
that despite her brother’s
frequent travels and mili-
tary service, he always
maintained close contact
with his large extended
family, making it a point to
visit his aunts and cousins in
Atlanta when he was state-
side.

His adopted sister, Moni-
ca Wilson, 32, said Tuesday
that her big brother always
had been a role model and
supportive father-like fig-
ure to her.

“He actually danced in
place of my dad at my
wedding last year;,” she said
through tears.

“I was just blown away by
his mind and the way he
thought,” Wilson said. “He
was always very driven and
he motivated me to not limit
myself when it came to life.
He told me the sky was the
limit, T could accomplish
anything that I wanted to.”

Lewis also had a keen
interest in his own ancestry,
family members said. He
convinced numerous rela-
tives to take genetic tests so
he could learn more about
the family’s origins.

Antoinette Lewis said
her brother had hoped to
retire to Africa — he had yet
to pick the exact country,
but knew he wanted to
return to his ancestral roots
— and was in the process of
talking his family into fol-
lowing him there.

“He was convincing me
to go,” she said. “He had the
whole family kind of plan-
ning and seeing a different
type of future for our kids.”

Lewis said her brother
had talked of buying land in
Africa and growing food
there to import back to the
United States. He envi-
sioned an economic resur-
gence for the continent and
wanted to be a part of it, she
said.

“He would constantly
come back (from Africa)
with stories of how power-
ful it was to be in a (place)
where people just assumed
that he was naturally one of
them,” she said.

Lewis’ mother said she
had always resisted her
son’s requests to visit him
while he was stationed
abroad, eschewing the long
international flights, but
said she now feels com-
pelled to visit his final rest-
ing place.

“T gotta talk to him. I
gotta see it” she said of
Africa. “I have to know that
he’s there, this is where he
wanted to come back to”
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Two mayoral finalists clash over power

Meeting, from Page 1

Lightfoot, however, noted
Chicago is on the cusp of
seeing its 30th alderman
since 1972, Willie Cochran,
get convicted of a crime
related to official duties.

“If you look at the num-
ber of aldermen who have
been prosecuted and found
liable of federal crimes over
the years .. the common
thread among all of them is
doing something in the ex-
ercise of aldermanic pre-
rogative or privilege thatisa
shakedown and a problem.
The corruption in our city
continues to be real,” Light-
foot said. “No aldermen
should have that kind of
power where people feel
like the only way people can
get basic city services and
get business going into the
ward is to kiss the ring of the
alderman. That’s funda-
mentally the problem.”

Preckwinkle took issue
with Lightfoot’s description
of how aldermen operate,
noting she served 19 years
as alderman of the 4th
Ward, representing Hyde
Park and Kenwood.

“T actually have experi-
ence doing the job, and
that’s not true,” Preckwin-
kle said in response to
Lightfoot. “The over-
whelming majority of the
work you do is pretty mun-
dane. It’s connecting people
to city services. .. And
frankly, I think that is a
derogative characterization
of aldermen and the work
they do and their staffs.”

The debate over how
much power aldermen
should have over their
wards unfolds as 50-year
incumbent Ald. Edward
Burke, long the City Coun-
cil’s most powerful member,
faces an attempted extor-
tion charge. Federal author-
ities allege he held up ap-
proval of permits while
pressuring a restaurant
magnate to hire Burke’s law
firm to do property tax
appeals work. Burke also
has been accused of illegally
soliciting a $10,000 cam-
paign donation from the
restaurant owner, a contrib-
ution that was intended for
Preckwinkle, the Tribune
has reported.

The FBI raided Burke’s
City Hall and ward offices
in November, and author-
ities charged him in early
January. Soon after, it was
revealed another veteran
alderman, Danny Solis, had
cooperated with the FBI
and worn a wire on Burke
and other colleagues as part
of an investigation that is
ongoing, leading to rampant
speculation at City Hall that
the Burke charge is just the
beginning of a wide-ranging
probe. Solis, 25th, has not
been charged with any
wrongdoing.

Lightfoot’s campaign of
change and railing against
City Hall corruption is what
helped her win the Feb. 26
first-round election and
placed her in a runoff with
Preckwinkle, despite get-
ting outspent by several
candidates. Ahead of the
April 2 runoff, Lightfoot has
decried Preckwinkle, the
chair of the Cook County
Democratic Party, as a rem-
nant of the political mach-
ine, and someone who
would keep the City Hall
status quo.

Preckwinkle played into
Lightfoot’s argument Tues-

day by casting the Burke
charge and Solis wearing a
wire as isolated incidents
and not symptomatic of a
larger problem with the
powers aldermen hold.
Elections should be the re-
course for aldermen who
don’t properly represent
their constituents, Preck-
winkle argued.

“It’s true that we’ve had
some challenges with peo-
ple who have misused their
power. That’s always going
to be the case in any human
enterprise, but aldermanic
staffs and aldermen work
hard to serve their constitu-
ents,” Preckwinkle said.
“There’s a process in place,
namely an electoral process,
to give people an opportuni-
ty to make corrections if
they think their alderman is
not performing. That’s
what we call elections.”

Preckwinkle reiterated
her position that aldermen
should be banned from hold-
ing any outside employment.
Lightfoot said aldermen
shouldn’t have jobs that con-
flict with their official duties,
but it’s the unchecked power
they hold that creates the
real problem.

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Chicago mayoral candidates Toni Preckwinkle, left, and Lori Lightfoot speak with the Chicago Tribune Editorial Board.

“Let’s be mindful of the
environment in which we
are in. We have a sitting city
alderman, Danny Solis, who
wore a wire for two years.
That is unprecedented in
the history of public corrup-
tion in our city;” Lightfoot
said. “There is no doubt in
my mind that in the coming
days, and weeks at the most,
we’re going to see a series of
indictments from my for-
mer colleagues at the U.S.
attorney’s office, and it is
going to center around this
issue of aldermanic prerog-
ative. We need to be on the
right side of history on this
issue.”

The discussion unfolded
as both candidates made
their pitch for the endorse-
ment of the Tribune’s Edi-
torial Board, which op-
erates separately from the
newsroom and backed for-
mer U.S. Commerce Secre-
tary Bill Daley in the first
round. The Sun-Times en-
dorsed Lightfoot prior to
the first-round election.

Preckwinkle and Light-
foot both were asked what
they would seek to accom-
plish in their first 100 days if
elected.

“I think every elected
official in the state has to
focus on growing our econ-
omy,” Preckwinkle said.
“That has to be a priority,
and we also have to do that
in the context of providing
opportunity and equity for
all of our residents.”

She also said she’d focus
on improving neighbor-
hood schools, investing in
long-ignored communities
on the South and West sides
and on curtailing violence.

Lightfoot was more spe-
cific, saying she would meet
with police Superintendent
Eddie Johnson and the de-
partment’s brass the morn-
ing after the election to
ensure a “true and robust
plan” to tackle summer vi-
olence. She also said she’d
work with outgoing Mayor
Rahm Emanuel’s adminis-
tration on a strategy in
Springfield during the legis-
lative session’s final days in
May to generate more reve-
nue for the city while im-
mediately starting to work
to implement a city budget
that will come due within
three months.

Both candidates dodged
details on how they would

come up with $270 million
in additional pension pay-
ments in their first budget.
Lightfoot declined to iden-
tify any specific “prog-
ressive revenues” she spoke
of, while Preckwinkle
talked about reforming
workers’ compensation and
the city’s special taxing dis-
tricts, steps that would be
difficult to put in place in
time for the first budget.
Both also lacked specifics
on how they’d address the
nearly $1 billion in new
revenue the city will need to
make additional pension
payments by 2023.

At the end of the session,
each candidate was asked to
make a 60-second elevator
pitch to voters. Preckwinkle
talked for 99 seconds about
the strength of her experi-
ence as alderman and
County Board president.

“I have spent the last 30
years of my life in public
service, and I’'m very proud
of it” she said. “I know how
to be an effective leader. I
have been the chief execu-
tive of the second largest
county in the country for
the last eight years. In that
time period, I've managed
budget crises, I've increased
the performance of our
public health system
we've worked on criminal
justice reform. Those are
big challenges that I've ad-
dressed, and big challenges
face the city of Chicago.”

For her part, Lightfoot
spent 52 seconds discussing
her independence from the
type of career Preckwinkle
described.

“I’'m a leader who is not
tied to the broken, corrupt
machine. I haven’t aspired
to climb the ladders of
power of that machine. I
offer voters in the city an
independent, reform candi-
date who is going to trans-
form city government and
make it more responsive to
people all over this city”
Lightfoot said. “We have big
challenges we have to face,
but we can’t get there if we
don’t have a leader that
people respect who stands
for integrity, who stands for
change. I'm that leader”

bruthhart@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @BillRuthhart

Will Goose
Island’s Honker’s
Ale fly again?

Ale, from Page 1

with its mainstream compe-
tition.

But it was easy, accessible
drinking, and that’s why
Honker’s Ale proved to be
the right bet. It became the
beer on which Goose Island
was built and the spring-
board from which every-
thing else followed: Goose
Island IPA, Bourbon
County Stout, 312 Urban
Wheat Ale and the funky or
sour “sister beers,” includ-
ing Matilda, Sofie, Juliet
and Madame Rose.

Honker’s Ale became the
soul of Goose Island for a
decade — and by extension,
Chicago beer drinkers —
appearing on billboards, at
festivals and promoted on
radio. When the brewery
began advertising on
WXRT during the 1990s, it
was to sing the praises of its
flagship brand.

“If you want to get more
out of your life, start by
getting more out of your
beer,” then-brewmaster
Greg Hall said over a peppy
bluegrass soundtrack.
“Honker’s Ale is one of the
first beers we made at
Goose Island and now it’s
the one we’ve brewed the
longest. We've made close
to 100 different beers and
learned alot about brewing.
First off we learned to leave
Honker’s alone. ... I've dedi-
cated a lot of my life to this
beer. If you're looking to get
more, you may find it in a
pint of Honker’s Ale.”

Much has changed since
the first bottle of Honker’s
Ale rolled off Goose Island’s
bottling line. The brewery is
no longer competing
against Anheuser-Busch;
it's owned by Anheuser-
Busch. Craft beer is lodged
firmly in the mainstream.
And Honker’s Ale has fallen
out of style.

Though there was no
grand messaging or press

release, Goose Island qui-
etly discontinued packaging
and distributing Honker’s
Ale at the beginning of this
year. It is, once again, a beer
available only on draft at
Goose Island: the original
Clybourn pub (which has
been remodeled into mod-
ern-day slickness), the Ful-
ton Street taproom and
Goose Island’s pub in Phila-
delphia, which opened last
year.

The Guys Drinking Beer
website first wrote of
Honker’s Ale’s demotion,
calling it “the end of an era”
and “another indication
that Goose Island is moving
beyond its origins as a
Chicago brewery and more
fully into an international
brand of American craft
beer for AB InBev?”

That earned a gentle re-
buke from Anheuser-Busch
spokeswoman Megan
Lagesse on Twitter, who
downplayed any vast mean-
ing in the beer’s return
home.

Lagesse is, of course, cor-
rect: Discontinuing
Honker’s Ale is a fairly
standard beer industry
move. Sales have plum-
meted. But Honker’s Ale
wasn’t just any beer.

When Goose Island han-
ded off production of its
core brands to Anheuser-
Busch breweries in Bald-
winsville, NY.,, and Fort
Collins, Colo., in 2011,
shortly after the brewery’s
sale, Honker’s was among
those brands.

A year later, when An-
heuser-Busch took Goose
Island national through its
powerful distribution net-
work, it led with three
brands: 312 Urban Wheat
Ale, IPA and Honker’s Ale.

Like the other two
brands, Honker’s enjoyed a
short-term boost from its
sudden prominence. But it
quickly entered free fall
According to annual sales

. }-S
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Honker’s Ale beer is seen on the menu at Goose Island's Clybourn Avenue brewpub in Chicago on Tuesday.

figures tallied by Chicago-
based market research firm
IRI Worldwide:

Safe to call that a free fall.

And Goose Island did the
only thing that made sense.
Last year, it transferred pro-
duction of Honker’s Ale
from the massive Anheuser-
Busch breweries to Goose
Island’s cozier confines in
Chicago. Things didn’t im-
prove. So it stopped packag-
ing or distributing the beer.
An era ended.

Honker’s Ale will be
missed by few, though that
isn’t an indictment of the
beer. Easy drinking, malt-
forward styles have simply
fallen out of favor. Sales of
craft English-style bitters —
the style of Honker’s Ale
(and which, by the way, isn’t
bitter) — were down 29
percent in 2018, according
to IRI. Sales of amber ales, a
cousin to English bitters,
were down 13.5 percent.
Sales of brown ales (anoth-
er, heartier cousin) were
down 8 percent.

Goose Island would be
foolish to continue trying to
push beer that people don’t
want. It arguably already
did so too long. So Honker’s
was demoted along with
Four Star Pils (discontinued
entirely) and Midway IPA
(trotted out last year, it went

A glass of Honker’s Ale is
seen at Goose Island's
Clybourn Avenue brewpub
in Chicago on Tuesday.

nowhere). Three new
brands, all reflecting cur-
rent tastes, are taking their
places on shelves: Next
Coast IPA, Natural Villain
lager and SPF, a fruity ale.
The person who decided
to pull Honker’s Ale out of
the market was Goose Is-
land’s president, Todd Ahs-
mann, who has an unusu-
ally long history with the
beer. He is a lifelong friend
of Greg Hall, the former
brewmaster whose father,
John, started the brewery.
Ahsmann worked as a

bartender at Goose Island
during its first summer in
existence, in 1988. He called
Honker’s Ale “the first beer
I ever fell in love with.” He
said it’s still popular among
brewery employees as a
“shift beer” — the freebie
after getting off work.

Stamping it fully from the
portfolio was never an op-
tion, Ahsmann said. It con-
tinues to be made, albeit
much less frequently, at the
Fulton Street brewery.

“From my heart I can’t
get rid of it completely, but
I'm also hoping one day it
makes a big comeback,” he
said. “That’s why I want the
brewers continually making
it — so they don’t lose sight
of what it is.”

Could fortune smile
again on Honker’s Ale?
Surely. Few would have
guessed five years ago that
light lagers would be among
the current rages for craft
brewers (up 22 percent in
2018), or that there would
be a resurgence for golden
ales (up 16 percent).

If craft drinkers are look-
ing for accessibility in addi-
tion to the latest palate-
busting sugary stout or hazy
IPA — and apparently they
are — Honker’s Ale would
play into the trend. A bitter
is an ideal segue from light

lagers and golden ales —
more malt, more body and
more interesting, though
similarly approachable.
Ahsmann wanted to
make clear that Goose Is-
land’s ownership played no
role in discontinuing distri-
bution of the beer. He said
he tweaks the portfolio re-
gardless of who writes the
checks: “It’s my — and my
team’s — decision on what
we do with our portfolio.”
Indeed, breweries add
and subtract brands every
year. But Honker’s Ale is the
rare beer to live a full life
cycle: It was born, it grew
up and helped educate a city
about what beer could be —
a city that grew into a hub of
American brewing, thanks
in part to the roots Goose
Island planted — and then it
was surpassed. It did its job.
And then it went home.
Ahsmann said a few bars
and restaurants have asked
for kegs of Honker’s Ale, but
he’s resisting. He doesn’t
want it diverting attention
from Goose Island’s newer
brands. Plus, he said, he
likes the idea of Honker’s
Ale being experienced just
as it was 24 years ago: on
draft, only at Goose Island.

Jjbnoel@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @hopnotes
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Pair of sources say

by The New York Times.

NY. AG bpeas Trump lender

Deutsche Bank files
sought for properties

By DAvID A.
FAHRENTHOLD AND
JONATHAN O’CONNELL
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The
New York attorney general
has subpoenaed records
from Deutsche Bank related
to three large loans the bank
extended to President Don-
ald Trump’s company in
recent years — and a fourth
loan that Trump sought to
buy the NFL’s Buffalo Bills,
according to two sources
familiar with the subpoe-
nas.

Those subpoenas signal a
new inquiry by state regula-
tors into the Trump Organi-
zation’s financing.

The subpoena follows
congressional testimony by
Michael Cohen — Trump’s
former lawyer and fixer —
that Trump inflated his net
worth in documents he sent
to Deutsche Bank while
seeking loans.

The German bank also
was crucial to Trump’s real
estate business in the last
few years before he ran for
president, extending him
more than $360 million
worth of loans since 2012.
The loans let Trump buy
new properties and refi-
nance old ones, despite his
history of corporate bank-
ruptcies and disputes with
lenders.

In all cases, the loans
came not from Deutsche
Bank’s main commercial
lending division, but rather
from a smaller office of the
bank that manages money
for high net-worth clients.

Deutsche Bank had re-
ceived requests for docu-
ments from the House’s
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German-based Deutsche Bank, which was subpoenaed, became one of Donald Trump’s top lenders over the last 12 years.

Financial Services and In-
telligence committees. This
new inquiry seems to signal
that New York Attorney
General Letitia James, a
Democrat, is investigating
the same loans.

A spokeswoman for
James declined to comment
Tuesday. The Trump Or-
ganization did not respond
to a request for comment.

Deutsche Bank issued a
statement Tuesday saying
only, “We remain commit-
ted to cooperating with
authorized investigations.”

Last week, another New
York state agency — the
Department of Financial
Services, which oversees in-
surance — issued a sub-
poena to Trump’s longtime
insurance broker, Aon.

Cohen had testified that
the same kind of inflated

financial statements were
used by Trump in an at-
tempt to lower his insur-
ance premiums.

The Deutsche Bank sub-
poenas were for documents
related to three Trump
properties, all bought with
loans from the bank, the
sources confirmed.

Trump received $125
million from the bank to
buy the Doral golf resort
outside Miami. He got $170
million to build the Trump
International Hotel inside a
federally owned building in
Washington. And he got
about $69 million from the
bank in 2014 to refinance
old Deutsche Bank loans on
Chicago’s Trump Tower.

In addition, the sources
said, the subpoena asks for
documents related to
Trump’s attempt to buy the

Bills in 2013 — a deal that
did not materialize.

During his congressional
testimony last month, Co-
hen provided copies of
“statements of financial
condition,” which he said
were sent to Deutsche Bank
in pursuit of a loan for that
purchase.

“Did the president ever
provide inflated assets to a
bank in order to help them
to obtain a loan?” Rep.
William Lacy Clay, D-Mo.,
asked Cohen.

“These documents and
others were provided to
Deutsche Bank on one oc-
casion when I was with him
in our attempt to obtain
money so that we can put a
bid on the Buffalo Bills,”
Cohen said.

The “statements of finan-
cial condition” are not rigor-

ously audited financial
documents. According to a
cover letter on one of the
documents, they repre-
sented Trump’s own esti-
mates about what he was
worth and what he owed.

Cohen said these state-
ments exaggerated the in-
come Trump received from
commercial properties.
They also included a valua-
tion of one property — a
mansion Trump owns in
suburban New York — at
$291 million, when local
assessors put the value
around $19 million.

In one statement from
2013, Trump doubled his
own estimate of his net
worth, by declaring that his
name brand alone was
worth $4 billion.

The subpoenas issued
Monday were first reported

The Times also reported
that Investors Bank, a New
Jersey institution, had been
subpoenaed for a 2010 loan
it extended to the Trump
Organization related to
Trump Park Avenue, a resi-
dential building in Manhat-
tan. That bank did not
respond for requests for
comment Tuesday.

Deutsche Bank became
one of Trump’s main lend-
ers over the last 12 years — a
time when Trump was try-
ing to shake off corporate
bankruptcies and return to
his previous fame as an
ambitious real estate devel-
oper.

Trump began buying
many properties in cash,
without any public record
that he’d borrowed the
money. And, when he did
borrow money, his finan-
cial-disclosure forms show,
he relied heavily on three
lenders.

One was Ladder Capital
Finance, a New York invest-
ment firm that employs the
son of Trump’s longtime
aide Allen Weisselberg.
That company largely
loaned Trump money to
refinance existing commer-
cial buildings in New York.

Then  there was
Deutsche Bank, where the
private-wealth office
funded new projects and
refinanced Chicago’s
Trump Tower.

Trump’s other big lender
during this period, accord-
ing to his financial-disclo-
sure documents, was a com-
pany called “Chicago Unit
Acquisition LLC” Trump’s
disclosure document says
he owes this company more
than $50 million, due to a
2012 transaction involving
Chicago’s Trump Tower.

But Trump owns “Chi-
cago Unit Acquisition LLC.”

May again fails to win
passage of Brexit deal

Chaos, uncertainty reign as British lawmakers vote down move

By JILL LAWLESS
AND RAF CASERT
Associated Press

LONDON — With 17
days to go, Britain’s depar-
ture from the European
Union was thrown into
doubt Tuesday as Parlia-
ment delivered a crushing
double blow to Prime Min-
ister Theresa May’s Brexit
divorce deal and to her
authority as leader.

Lawmakers rejected the
deal 391-242, ignoring
May’s entreaties to back the
agreement and end the
economic uncertainty that
Brexit has unleashed. It was
a narrower outcome than
the historic 230-vote mar-
gin of defeat for the agree-
ment in January, before
May secured changes from
the bloc — but not by much.

Top EU officials warned
that the defeat had in-
creased the chances of a
chaotic “no-deal” British
exit, which could mean ma-
jor disruption for busi-
nesses and people in the
UK. and many of the 27
remaining EU countries.

The 149-vote defeat
stripped away May’s con-
trol over the course of
Brexit and handed it to

Parliament, which is di-
vided about what to do next.

May admitted defeat —
again — and confirmed that
Parliament will vote
Wednesday on whether to
leave the EU on March 29
without an agreement. If
that is defeated — the likely
outcome — lawmakers will
vote Thursday on whether
to delay Brexit, something
that needs to be approved
by the EU nations too.

May warned lawmakers
that “voting against leaving
without a deal and for an
extension does not solve the
problems we face.”

The EU, which warned
there would be no more
changes or negotiations if
Parliament threw out the
deal, expressed exaspera-
tion at another Brexit crisis.

In a statement, the Euro-
pean Commission said the
member states “have done
all that is possible to reach
an agreement.”

“If there is a solution to
the current impasse, it can
only be found in London,” it
said.

European Parliament
Brexit coordinator Guy Ver-
hofstadt tweeted: “Brexit
was about taking back con-
trol. Instead the UK

spiralled out of control.”

The defeat came after
May and European Com-
mission President Jean-
Claude Juncker announced
changes Monday designed
to overcome lawmakers’
concerns about provisions
designed to ensure the bor-
der between EU member
Ireland and Britain’s North-
ern Ireland remains open
after Brexit.

The mechanism, known
as the backstop, is a safe-
guard that would keep the
UK. in a customs union
with the EU until a perma-
nent new trading relation-
ship is in place. Brexit sup-
porters in Britain fear the
backstop could be used to
bind the country to EU
regulations indefinitely.

May said documents to
be added to the deal pro-
vided “legally binding” as-
surances that the backstop
would be temporary and
that Britain would have a
way to get out of it if the EU
failed to negotiate in good
faith. However, the text of
the 585-page withdrawal
agreement remained un-
changed.

May’s hopes the conces-
sions would be decisive
were dashed when Attor-
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Prime Minister Theresa May says Parliament will vote Wednesday on a “no-deal” Brexit.

ney General Geoffrey Cox
said the changes “reduce
the risk” Britain could be
trapped inside EU regula-
tions, but do not eliminate
it.

In a written legal opin-
ion, Cox said the UK. could
still not extract itself from
the terms of the divorce
deal unilaterally, a key de-
mand of pro-Brexit British
politicians. Afterward,
hard-core Brexit support-
ers in May’s Conservative
Party and the prime min-
ister’s allies in Northern
Ireland’s Democratic
Unionist Party both said
they could not support the
deal.

The DUP, which props
up May’s minority govern-

ment, said “sufficient prog-
ress has not been achieved”
on the key issue of the Irish
border.

The European Research
Group of pro-Brexit Con-
servatives, which has doz-
ens of lawmakers as mem-
bers, said the amendments
“do not deliver ‘legally bind-
ing changes’” to the with-
drawal agreement, as the
government promised.

Other EU nations had
urged British politicians to
seize the chance to back the
deal and ensure an orderly
departure.

Delaying Brexit, the path
Britain looks set to take,
would need the approval
from all 27 remaining EU
countries. The EU Commis-

sion said it would “expect a
credible justification” for
the postponement.

Some British lawmakers
had warned their Brexit-
backing colleagues that re-
jecting the deal could lead
to Britain’s departure being
postponed indefinitely, be-
cause a delay would give
momentum to opponents of
withdrawal.

“Today is our Hotel Cali-
fornia moment. If we don’t
check out tonight, we may
never leave,” tweeted Con-
servative legislator Bob
Seely.

The government’s defeat
will embolden politicians
calling for a second refer-
endum on whether to leave
the EU or remain.

Facebook pulls, restores Warren ads critical of tech giants

By IsAAc
STANLEY-BECKER
AND TONY ROMM
The Washington Post

Sen. Elizabeth Warren,
the Massachusetts Demo-
crat vying for the presi-
dency, didn’t have to search
far for ammunition in her
salvo against Facebook and
other technology giants.

Her own campaign, she
said Monday, had become a
case study in the need to
curtail Facebook’s power,
after the company tempo-
rarily removed her ads flay-

ing the social networking
service as anti-competitive.
She used the flap to warn
that it was dangerous for
cyberspace to be “domi-
nated by a single censor.”

Facebook confirmed that
it had briefly removed three
ads sponsored by Warren’s
presidential campaign that
“violated our policies
against use of our corporate
logo.”

The material was soon
restored after a report in
Politico.

“In the interest of allow-
ing robust debate, we are

restoring the ads,” the com-
pany said in a statement to
The Washington Post. Face-
book declined to say how
Warren’s political ads had
been targeted — whether it
was human reviewers or the
company’s artificial intelli-
gence tools. The service’s
advertising policies ban the
use of “f” or the Facebook
logo in place of the word
“Facebook”

The three ads in question
featured an “f” in a text
bubble, as well as symbols
referring to Amazon and
Google. (Amazon Chief

Executive Jeff Bezos also
owns The Washington
Post.)

“Three companies have
vast power over our econo-
my and our democracy;”
read the ads, which were
placed on Friday. “Face-
book, Amazon, and Google.
We all use them. But in their
rise to power, they’ve bull-
dozed competition, used
our private information for
profit, and tilted the playing
field in their favor.”

Warren’s presidential
campaign has sponsored
numerous ads on Facebook,

including more than a doz-
en touting her plans, an-
nounced last week, to cur-
tail the power of tech giants.

“Today’s big tech compa-
nies have too much power
— too much power over our
economy, our society, and
our democracy,” the law-
maker wrote in a Medium
post Friday that outlined
her proposal.

The most forceful ap-
proach to date, Warren’s
agenda speaks to growing
disaffection with internet
juggernauts once carefully
courted by Democrats.

DREW ANGERER/GETTY

Sen. Elizabeth Warren said
Facebook pulling her ads
proves her point.
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50 charged in cheating scandal

Cheating, from Page 1

Operation Varsity Blues.

The coaches worked at
such schools as Yale, Stan-
ford, Georgetown, Wake
Forest, the University of
Texas, the University of
Southern California and
UCLA. A former Yale soccer
coach pleaded guilty and
helped build the case
against others.

Two more of those
charged — Stanford’s sailing
coach and the college-ad-
missions consultant at the
center of the scheme —
pleaded guilty Tuesday in
Boston. Others appeared in
court and were released on
bail.

Huffman appeared in a
Los Angeles courthouse
where a magistrate judge
said she could be released
on a $250,000 bond. The
actress was also ordered to
restrict her travel plans to
the United States. She is
scheduled to appear in
court March 29 in Boston.

No students were
charged, with authorities
saying that in many cases
the teenagers were unaware
of what was going on. Sev-
eral of the colleges involved
made no mention of taking
any action against the stu-
dents.

The central figure in the
scheme was identified as
admissions consultant
William “Rick” Singer,
founder of the Edge College
& Career Network of New-
port Beach, Calif. He
pleaded guilty, as did Stan-
ford’s John Vandemoer.

Prosecutors said that par-
ents paid Singer from 2011
through last month to bribe
coaches and administrators
to falsely make their chil-
dren look like star athletes
to boost their chances of
getting accepted. The con-
sultant also hired ringers to
take college entrance exams
for students, and paid off
insiders at testing centers to
correct students’ answers.

Some parents spent hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars and some as much as
$6.5 million to guarantee
their children’s admission,
officials said.

“For every student admit-
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Actor William H. Macy arrives at the courthouse in Los Angeles, where his wife, Felicity
Huffman, was charged Tuesday. She is scheduled to appear in a Boston court March 29.

ted through fraud, an hon-
est and genuinely talented
student was rejected,”
Lelling said.

Several defendants, in-
cluding Huffman, were
charged with conspiracy to
commit fraud, punishable
by up to 20 years in prison.

Lelling said the investiga-
tion is continuing and au-
thorities believe other par-
ents were involved. The IRS
is also investigating, since
some parents allegedly dis-
guised the bribes as charita-
ble donations.

The colleges are not tar-
gets, the prosecutor said.

The investigation began
when authorities received a
tip about the scheme from
someone they were inter-
viewing in a separate case,
Lelling said.

Authorities said coaches
in such sports as soccer,
sailing, tennis, water polo
and volleyball took payoffs
to put students on lists of
recruited athletes, regard-
less of their ability or expe-
rience. Once they were ac-
cepted, many of these stu-
dents didn’t play the sports
in which they supposedly

excelled.

The applicants’ athletic
credentials were falsified
with the help of staged
photos of them playing
sports, or doctored photos
in which their faces were
pasted onto the bodies of
genuine athletes, author-
ities said.

A number of colleges
moved to fire or suspend
the coaches and distance
themselves from the scan-
dal, portraying themselves
as victims. Stanford fired
the sailing coach, and USC
dropped its water polo
coach and an athletic ad-
ministrator. UCLA sus-
pended its soccer coach,
and Wake Forest did the
same with its volleyball
coach.

Loughlin, who was
charged along with her hus-
band, fashion designer
Mossimo Giannulli, ap-
peared in the ABC sitcom
“Full House” in the 1980s
and ’90s.

Huffman was nominated
for an Oscar for playing a
transgender woman in the
2005 movie “Transamer-
ica” She also appeared in

such films as “Reversal of
Fortune,” “Magnolia” and
“The Spanish Prisoner.”

Loughlin and her hus-
band allegedly gave
$500,000 to have their two
daughters labeled as
recruits to the USC crew
team, even though neither
participated in the sport.
Their 19-year-old daughter
Olivia Jade Giannullj, a so-
cial media star with a popu-
lar YouTube channel, at-
tends USC.

Court documents said
Huffman paid $15,000 that
she disguised as a charitable
donation so that her daugh-
ter could take part in the
entrance-exam cheating
scam.

Court papers said a coop-
erating witness met with
Huffman and her husband,
actor William H. Macy, at
their Los Angeles home and
explained that he “con-
trolled” a testing center and
could have somebody se-
cretly change her daugh-
ter’s answers.

The person told investi-
gators the couple agreed to
the plan. Macy has not been
charged.
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Feds, NY. pay to test 100,000
rape kits from across country

BY JENNIFER PELTZ
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Lan-
guishing evidence in over
100,000 sexual assault
cases around the country
has been sent for DNA
testing with money from a
New York prosecutor and
federal authorities,
spurring more than 1,000
arrests and hundreds of
convictions in three years,
officials say.

It’s estimated that an
additional 155,000 or more
sex assault evidence kits
still await testing, and thou-
sands of results have yet to
be linked to suspects. Many
who have been identified
can’t be prosecuted be-
cause of legal time limits
and other factors.

Still, the effort is a sig-
nificant start at correcting
“an absolute travesty of
justice,” Manhattan Dis-
trict Attorney Cyrus Vance
Jr. said Tuesday while re-
leasing results of his $38
million investment in test-
ing — all outside his own
turf.

“That backlog not only
undermined justice and
perception, and reality, of
equality — it also made
every woman and every
American less safe;” he said.

Law enforcement and
lawmakers have faced
growing calls in recent
years to eliminate what’s
known as the rape kit
backlog — swabs and sam-
ples collected in sex assault
cases but never tested for
DNA.

Victims’ advocates see
the untested kits as signs
that sexual assaults weren’t
taken seriously enough.

Vance, who took office
after New York City cleared
its own testing backlog, and
the Department of Justice
have worked in tandem
since 2015 to help other
places tackle theirs.

The two agencies have
paid to send years-old kits
to labs from dozens of
states and communities,
ranging from Flint, Mich.,
to Mobile, Ala, to Las
Vegas.
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Efforts by Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr.,
left, helped in Tracy Rios’ case. She was attacked in 2002.

One of those kits sat
untested for 15 years in
Tracy Rios’ case, even
though she’d given police
the name of the then-friend
she accused of luring her
into a vacant apartment
and sexually assaulting her
in 2002 in Tempe, Ariz.
Police said they couldn’t
charge him based on her
word, and then she under-
went a rape kit exam, but
the investigation soon
stalled, she said.

“Ilost faith in the system.
I thought they didn’t care,”
she said Tuesday. A mes-
sage was left for Tempe
police about the case.

Two years ago, she got
some news: Her rape kit
had been tested, with mon-
ey from the Manhattan
DA’s office, and police were
pursuing her case anew.

“It was amazing to know
1 was going to get justice,”
said Rios, whose attacker is
now serving a seven-year
sentence for sexual assault.

The Associated Press
generally does not identify
people who say they have
been sexually assaulted un-
less they agree to be identi-
fied, as Rios did.

Some cities also have
mobilized on their own to
test years-old rape kits.

But the big grants from
Manhattan and Washing-
ton “infused this move-
ment with resources,” says
Ilse Knecht of the Joyful
Heart Foundation, a sexual
assault victims’ advocacy

group that has spotlighted
the backlog,

“There’s a lot more to
do,” she said, but “this was
the right thing to do.”

The backlog built up
over decades, partly due to
the cost of tests that can run
$1,000 or more.

But victims’ advocates
also say many sex assault
cases simply got sidelined
over the years by police and
prosecutors who unduly
disbelieved or downplayed
victims’ allegations.

New York City worked
through a17,000-case back-
log between 2000 and
2003, an effort that yielded
more than 200 prosecu-
tions.

Vance, a Democrat
elected in 2009, offered
other places money to at-
tack their own backlogs
and negotiated discount
rates with labs.

His program — financed
with $38 million from set-
tlements in banking-re-
lated cases — dispatched
more than 55,000 rape kits
to testing labs. The results
have yielded 186 arrests
and 64 convictions to date,
with more investigations
and prosecutions still
underway, according to a
report released Tuesday.

The Justice Department
has put $154 million over
three years into its sexual
assault kit initiative, which
includes other things be-
sides testing,
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