CHICAGO SPORTS

BRINGING
HOPE HOME

Jimenez’s Chicago debut just
one new White Sox storyline

BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM

P— —

The person who said he was Timmothy Pitzen was found Wednesday at this Newport, Ky., intersection. He turned out to be a 23-year-old Ohio man.
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BY SARAH FREISHTAT,
MEGAN JONES AND JOHN KEILMAN
Aurora Beacon-News

NEWPORT, Ky. — In a corner of their garage, an
Aurora family keeps a small and pristine neon
orange bicycle, longing for the day when they can
return it to its rightful owner — their former
neighbor Timmothy Pitzen, a child who has been
missing for nearly eight years.

Their anticipation surged Wednesday when word
came from the Cincinnati area that someone who
said he was Timmothy had been found. But the
claim turned out to be false — authorities say the
person was actually a 23-year-old man from
northeastern Ohio.

When news broke that Timmothy’s apparent
rescue was yet another hope dashed, Yamii Grande,
who was in third grade when the boy she viewed as a
little brother disappeared, was left in tears.

“I didn’t want to get my hopes up, but I really had
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Timmothy Pitzen's grandmother Alana Anderson, left,
and his aunt Kara Jacobs talk about the heartbreak of
learning that Timmothy had not been found after all.

a good feeling about it this time,” said Grande, 19.
“It’s happened before, but it got really far this time”

It was a bizarre twist to a story that has bubbled
since May 2011, when the body of Timmothy’s
mother, Amy Fry-Pitzen, was found in a Rockford
motel. She was dead by suicide, and her 6-year-old
son, whom she had taken out of school three days
earlier for a spree of zoo and water park visits, was
nowhere to be found.

A cryptic note Fry-Pitzen left behind said she had
left him in the care of responsible adults who loved
him but that he would never be found.

That prediction has held up ever since, but for a
day and a half this week, it appeared it might finally
be ending.

Sharon Hall, who lives in Newport, Ky., just across
the Ohio River from Cincinnati, said she saw a young
person in a hoodie hanging out on her street about
7:30 am. Wednesday. He seemed “nervous” and

Turn to Pitzen, Page 6

Suburban cops
up pressure on
Foxx to resign

Police chiefs call for special
prosecutor in Smollett case

BY JEREMY GORNER, JASON
MEISNER AND MEGAN CREPEAU
Chicago Tribune

The fallout over Cook County State’s
Attorney Kim Foxx’s handling of the
Jussie Smollett prosecution grew Thurs-
day as suburban police chiefs gave her a
vote of no confidence and an attorney
sought the appointment of a special
prosecutor to investigate her actions.

At a news conference, the Chicago
Fraternal Order of Police president and
some 30 suburban police leaders from
across Cook County took it a step beyond
the no-confidence vote, calling on Foxx
to resign from her elected office.

Later, Saani Mohammed, who until
recently was an assistant state’s attorney
in Foxx’s office, filed a petition in
criminal court asking that a special
prosecutor look into whether Smollett
should be recharged with staging a hate
crime as well as whether Foxx or her
subordinates interfered with the investi-
gation.

The filing marked the first formal
request — but likely not the last — that a
special prosecutor be appointed since
the bombshell decision by Foxx’s office
last week to drop all charges against
Smollett.

Meanwhile, the city’s self-imposed

Turn to Foxx, Page 6

BY KATE THAYER | Chicago Tribune

Teaching “no means no” in sex
education isn’t enough, according to a
proposal in the state legislature that
would require Illinois schools that offer
sex education to provide more thorough
lessons on the issue of consent.

Lawmakers in the Illinois House on
Thursday passed a bill that offers a more
nuanced definition of consent in sex
education programs for sixth- through
12th-graders in public schools.

Sex education is not mandated by law
in Illinois, but schools that have such
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The Robert Crown Center, which is based in Hinsdale, travels to more than 600
Chicago-area schools to provide sex education, including lessons on consent.

Beyond ‘no means no’

Proposed law would require school sex education
programs to include more complete lessons about consent

programs must include certain themes,
like the issue of consent.

But the current law does not define
consent, nor specify what instruction
about it should include, said state Rep.
Ann Williams, D-Chicago, main sponsor
of the bill, which now moves on to the
Senate.

“Consent is much more complex a
topic than ‘no means no,” she said. “It
looks a lot different if someone is in a
position of trust and authority ... or if
there is alcohol or drugs.”

Turn to Consent, Page 6

Odds brighter
for an elected
CPS board

Illinois House OKs an idea
backed by Lightfoot, others

BY DAN PETRELLA
Chicago Tribune

Two days after Chicago voters chose a
new mayor who supports an elected
school board, the Illinois House on
Thursday was nearly unanimous in its
approval of a measure that would make
that change.

Lawmakers have discussed and de-
bated several versions of such a bill in
recent years, but none has ever reached
the governor’s desk, thanks in part to
staunch opposition from Mayor Rahm
Emanuel. The push to replace the only
appointed school board in Illinois is an
outgrowth of the animosity between the
Chicago Teachers Union and Emanuel
over school closings during his first term

Now, with support from both Mayor-
elect Lori Lightfoot and Democratic
Gov. J.B. Pritzker, the change to an
elected board would appear to have
brighter prospects, although the House
and Senate still need to reach agreement
on a number of potentially contentious
details, from the size of the board to who
will draw electoral district boundaries.
Lightfoot has already expressed opposi-
tion to parts of the bill the House passed
on Thursday, telling WBEZ last week it
would create an “unwieldy” school
board because of its size.

Turn to Board, Page 5
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‘Chicago Bulls: A Decade-by-Decade History’
Whether you’re a casual admirer of the magnificence of
Michael, or a true Bull-iever thirsting for tales of “Red,’
“Stormin’ Norman,” “Butterbean,” “Chet the Jet” and
many more, here’s a keepsake for you. Featuring more
than 300 pages of pictures and words depicting Chi-
cago’s NBA franchise from its humble beginnings to the
dynastic miracle on Madison and beyond, the Tribune’s
book of the Bulls places readers in a courtside seat for a
fast break through team history. Relive the thrill of “The
Shot” in Cleveland, the sweet revenge against the bad-
boy Pistons and the twin threepeats that followed. Run
with the Bulls through the pages of this exhaustive look
at one of professional sports’ premier organizations.
Available online at chicagotribune.com/bullsbook.

“The Chicago Tribune Book of the Chicago Cubs: A
Decade-by-Decade History” If you’re a Cubs fan, you
probably thought your life was complete after the final
out of Game 7. Not quite. You need to hold this book in
your hands, if for no other reason than to prove that the
dream of November 2016 was real. A beautiful and de-
tail-rich hardbound collection of Chicago Cubs history,
“The Chicago Tribune Book of the Chicago Cubs” chroni-
cles all the ups and downs of one of the most beloved
teams in all of sports, from the first pitch in 1876 to the
final out of the 2016 World Series. Available at chicagotri-
bune.com/cubshistorybook, or find it wherever books
are sold.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE BOOKS

“Public Art in Chicago: Photography and Commen-
tary on Sculptures, Statues, Murals and More.” This
book collects writings published in the Tribune about
some of Chicago’s most famous and memorable instal-
lations of public art. Some of the works discussed here
were temporary and are no longer on display. Some are
prominent — the Picasso, for example — and others are
lesser-known treasures tucked away in hidden corners of
the city. The articles offer historical and retrospective
snapshots of artworks that have become cherished —
andinfamous — markers in Chicago’s urban landscape.

ACCURACY AND ETHICS

MARGARET HoLT, standards editor

The Tribune’s editorial code of principles governs
professional behavior and journalism standards. Every-
one in our newsroom must agree to live up to this code of
conduct. Read it at chicagotribune.com/accuracy.

Corrections and clarifications: Publishing information
quickly and accurately is a central part of the Chicago
Tribune’s news responsibility.

B Aheadlinein Thursday’s print editions misstated the
status of legislation in the lllinois General Assembly to
lower the age at which children could be left home with-
out supervision. The House passed the measure
Wednesday; the Senate has yet to act.

The Tribune regrets the error.
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A nice fellow named Frank J. An-
dreou made a serious allegation in the
awarding of the Golden Moutza of
March.

“There is not a hand big enough for
this month!!” Andreou declared on
Facebook, where Moutza of the
Month nominations are made.

Really, Frank? Is it the size that
matters?

Does Cook County State’s Attorney
Kim Foxx have big hands?

Or just a big brain?

The size of the hand doesn’t count
in the moutza, the ancient hand signal
of disgust passed down to you by my
noble ancestors, the ancient Hellenes,
who gave us the phalanx and democ-
racy.

So, what of the hand of former CIA
boss John Brennan on the big Trump
Russia collusion theory? He prattled
on and on, endlessly, to the delight of
much of the Trump-hating media,
that Trump was a traitor for colluding
with Russia.

He should know. He ran the CIA,
didn’t he? And truthfully, I've never
once looked at Brennan’s hands.

But after investigating President
Donald Trump for nearly two years,
special counsel Robert Mueller found
there was not enough evidence to
charge Trump with a crime, accord-
ing to Attorney General Robert Barr.

Not a crime? But isn’t treason a
crime?

Brennan showed up on MSNBC’s
“Morning Joe” program to devour a
plate of steaming crow.

“I don’t know if I received bad
information, but I think I suspected
there was more than there actually
was,” Brennan said, according to The
Hill. “I am relieved that it’s been
determined there was not a criminal
conspiracy with the Russian govern-
ment over our (2016) election. I think
that is good news for the country.”

You suspected there was more?
And you kept jabbering on and on,
calling the president treasonous, like a
political operative or some deranged
pundit of the Washington-New York
Democratic Media Complex, unwill-
ing to contemplate that Hillary Clin-
ton lost the election in 2016 because
she was a lousy candidate.

Look up, Mr. Brennan. No, it’s not a
drone. It’s my hand.

Nah.

“Even with all the craziness, I have
to nominate Amtrak for scheduling
major computer upgrades during
peak usage, crashing the entire auto-
mated rail control system into Union
Station because a worker fell on a
circuit board and caused multiple
days of chaos for 60,000 Metra users,”
writes Michael Krivich. “Idiots. IT
101, never ever mess with the comput-
er systems during peak usage! Nah!”

David Kleckner nominated “Bac-
ardi and their friends at Lonely Whale
for launching a campaign to remove
straws from emojis (and this is not an
April Fool’s joke). Nah!”

It is true. The social justice warri-
ors and virtue signalers of unremark-
able spirits have teamed up to rid the
planet of straw emojis.

Kleckner was kind enough to link
to a hilarious piece in the National
Review by Katherine Timpf, who
declared that emoji straws are not
actual straws.

“That’s right: There is absolutely

JOHN KASS
A hands-down winner
for the Golden Moutza

Kim Foxx

John Brennan

CHRIS PIZZELLO/INVISION
Barbra Streisand

no chance of even a single emoji straw
ever harming a plastic sea turtle,”
writes Timpf, “so it’s actually com-
pletely and totally safe for those emo-
jis to continue to exist.”

Bacardi? Lonely Whale?

Nabh, you fools!

Barbra Streisand wasn’t remotely

funny. She defended her late friend,
pop singer Michael Jackson, who was
depicted in a documentary as sexually
preying on children at his Neverland
fantasy ranch.

“His sexual needs were his sexual
needs, coming from whatever child-
hood he has or whatever DNA he
has,” said Streisand, the famous Holly-
wood liberal. “You can say ‘molested,;
but those children (two of Jackson’s
victims) ... they were thrilled to be
there”

When Streisand speaks, the don-
keys break wind. The kids were
thrilled?

She said later that she regretted her
comments, which is like Creepy Joe
Biden saying he regrets sniffing the
hair of random women because he
felt like it.

Babs? Nah!

“We have a leader in the clubhouse
for Moutza of the Month,” said Jim
Bloom. “A billion dollars isn’t enough?
Feh!”

You mean Nah.

It’s the tragic story of billionaire
diamond trader Ehud Arye Laniado,
who, according to the Toronto Sun,
began his rather picaresque career as
amasseur in Tel Aviv “before seeking
his fortune in Africa where he devel-
oped a keen eye for priceless gems.”

His diamond merchant friends
called him “The Argentinian, because
he looked like a Tango dancer.”

But all stories come to an end. His
came to an end on a Parisian op-
erating table, where there were com-
plications as doctors sought to give
him greater size.

Ibet you already guessed, they
weren’t hand doctors.

He died on the table from “compli-
cations.”

Laniado? Does size really matter?
Oh, you can’t say because you're
dead?

Nah!

But the overwhelming number of
nominations went to Cook County
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx for drop-
ping charges against “Empire” TV
star Jussie Smollett, who allegedly
faked a hate crime and blamed it on
Trump supporters.

Foxx had once been talked of as a
Democratic replacement for U.S. Sen.
Dick Durbin. She told reporters she
had “recused” herself from the Smol-
lett case because of her conflicts of
interest, but then her office admitted
to me that she didn’t recuse herself in
the legal sense, only in the “colloquial
sense.”

“Foxx all the way, what hubris!”
said Joanne Dean, echoing hundreds
of nominations. “Ignoring cops AND
the Grand Jury’s 16 count indictment,
and for teaching us little people the
non-legal meaning of recusal. Are you
effing kidding me, Foxx, you sack of
Durbin? NAH!”

I second that emotion. Kim Foxx,
you win the Golden Moutza of March.
Wear it proudly, in the colloquial
sense, at least. You earned this.

Nah!

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin at

www.wgnradio.comy/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

Jjskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass
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Cousin who? Why spending time with our
aunts and far—ﬂung relatlves sustains us

MARY SCHMICH

T've heard it said that when your
parents die you become an orphan,
no matter how old you are.

T’'ve known people — children
when they lost their parents —
who fit the classic definition of
the word. I’ve known others who
were in their 60s or 70s by the
time both parents had died but
who, in the moment of loss, even
if they had children of their own,
referred to themselves as or-
phans.

“No one between me and the
finish line anymore,” a 50-year-
old friend, a self-described or-
phan, commented to me after his
father died.

It happens to people every day.
It’s part of growing old and grow-
ing up. You get used to it.

However. If you’re lucky after
your parents die, you’ll still have
at least one older family member
around who can ease your transi-
tion into the shocking fact that,
holy !@#$, there are no more
adults in front of you!

That person is likely to be an
aunt or an uncle, though it could
be any older person who was
connected to your parents, who
remembers you when you were
young, who knows the family
stories, whose presence lets you
believe there is still some small
buffer between you and the end.

For me, that person is my Aunt
Gayle.

I'm thinking of Gayle — a viva-
cious, generous woman of 85, the
last of my living aunts and uncles
— because I recently spent a few
days with her and three of my girl
cousins in Georgia, where we all
grew up. Every year for the past
seven years, she has invited us
south for a few days of eating,
drinking, walking, talking and
connecting the past to the pre-
sent.

When she started the tradition,
we didn’t know it would be tradi-
tion. It was just a gathering of
cousins who rarely saw each
other and barely knew each other.

We, the cousins, had socialized

FAMILY PHOTO

Helen Smith, from left, Ann Weldon, Gayle Findlay, Susan Barry and Tribune columnist Mary Schmich have established a fulfilling annual tradition.

That was our stated purpose: We had come
together to straighten out the family stories.
We would clarify who died of what, who
was married to whom, which ancestors
came from Scotland and which from
England, and was there really a Belgian?

slightly as children and occa-
sionally as adults, but we weren’t
close friends. We lived in far-
flung places, lived different styles
of lives. We’d heard tales of each
other from our mothers, but we
may never have gotten to know
each other for real if not for our
shared Aunt Gayle.

By the time we gathered in
Georgia the first time my mother
was gone. So were the mothers of
my cousins, who had been my

mother’s sisters. Gayle had lost
her husband, who was my moth-
er’s baby brother. In only a few
years, which seemed no longer
than a sigh, the entire Findlay
sibling group and their spouses
had vanished.

All but Gayle. So when she said,

“Come visit,” we went.

In our first gathering, we
poked around at family history.
That was our stated purpose: We
had come together to straighten

out the family stories. We would
clarify who died of what, who
was married to whom, which
ancestors came from Scotland
and which from England, and
was there really a Belgian?

Who were these people in
these old brown photos? How
exactly had the Confederate
government confiscated the fam-
ily iron foundry? Which rascal
may have had a hidden second
family?

We laid out yellowed news-
paper obituaries, stained birth
certificates and wrinkled letters.
We shared legends and guesses.
We drank a little wine.

The weekend was so much fun
that we agreed to do it the follow-
ing year, which was so much fun
we did it again.

Now we do it every year. We
still spend some time trading
family lore, always learning some-
thing new, but we don’t pursue

the past as diligently. We talk, we
read, we nap. Mostly we just let
ourselves be, together.

And it’s all because of Aunt
Gayle.

Gayle could easily have avoided
convoking us. She’s an active
person, an ardent reader, a con-
sumer of news, a traveler. She
stays busy with her four children
and several grandchildren.

But she understood the value
of bringing her orphaned nieces
together, and in doing so has
prepared us for the day when
we're the last line of defense for
the generation that follows.

Among other things her exam-
ple has taught me: Get to know
your aunts and uncles, your
nieces and nephews, your cous-
ins. They’re part of the glue that
holds a family together.

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MarySchmich
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Court: IlL. lobbyist
can keep public
pension windfall

By Ray LoNG
Chicago Tribune

The Illinois Supreme
Court handed a major vic-
tory Thursday to a teachers
union lobbyist who quali-
fied for a public pension
windfall by spending one
day as a substitute teacher,
thanks to a controversial
2007 law.

The high court’s ruling
came on a 4-3 split deci-
sion, with a strong dissent
stating that the majority
opinion “white-
washes” key facts.

The decision,
written by Justice
Anne Burke, re-
jected a lower
court’s ruling that
found the 2007
law violated the
Illinois Constitu-
tion’s prohibition
against special
legislation.

That law allowed union
officials who qualified for
the state teachers pension
fund to put their previous
years as union employees
toward their pensions. To
qualify, they needed to have
obtained teaching certifi-
cates and worked in a class-
room before the bill was
signed into law by then-
Gov. Rod Blagojevich, who
is now in prison.

David Piccioli, 69, a re-
tired longtime lobbyist for
the Illinois Federation of
Teachers, subbed for a sin-
gle day and was able to put
about 10 prior years as a
union official toward his
new benefit from the
Teachers’ Retirement Sys-
tem, which provides pen-
sions to public school teach-
ers outside of Chicago. To
cover his pension contrib-
utions from those years, he
had to pay $192,668.

A 2011 investigation by
the Tribune and WGN-TV
uncovered Piccioli’s wind-
fall. The following year,
angry lawmakers cut back
Piccioli’s benefit, moving to
ensure that his teacher
pension would be limited
to the time he accumulated
as a union official after he
did his day of substitute
teaching.

Thursday’s decision de-
clared the 2007 law is valid
and thus confers a pension
benefit protected by the
constitution. “It is a court’s
duty to uphold the consti-
tutionality of a statute if
reasonably possible,” Burke
wrote.

The majority also sided
with Piccioli attorney Es-
ther Seitz on the 2012 law
that scaled back Piccioli’s
pension check, saying that
law violates the clause in
the Illinois Constitution
that states a pension benefit
cannot be “diminished or
impaired” once it is put in
place.

Piccioli currently re-
ceives $35436 annually
from the Teachers’ Retire-
ment System. Now his pen-
sion could grow to be about
twice as big, according to
Tribune estimates.

“We are pleased the court
agreed that the government
may not unilaterally wipe
out a lawfully obtained state
pension,” Seitz said. “With-
out this ruling, the Illinois
Constitution’s pension pro-
tection clause would be a
hollow promise”

In a sharp rebuke, Jus-
tice Mary Jane Theis re-
jected the majority opinion,
saying the 2007 law
“smacks of special legisla-
tion.” Theis disagreed with
the Burke majority’s posi-
tion that the 2007 law
passed a “rational basis
test” — that the statute was
driven by a legitimate gov-
ernment interest.

Joined by Justices
Robert Thomas and Rita
Garman, Theis used the
dissent to fill in details that
she contended the Burke
majority was overlooking.

Before 2007, for exam-
ple, state law already al-
lowed former public school
teachers who became
union officials to accrue
public pension credit for
their years in the labor
organization. But Piccioli

Piccioli

was a union lobbyist first,
seeking to obtain credit in
the teacher pension system
for his past work in the
statewide union.

During the fall legislative
veto session following
Blagojevich’s 2006 re-elec-
tion, a window of time was
made available to him and
other teachers union offi-
cials to do that. But the
window would close when
the bill was signed into law.

The Illinois Federation
of Teachers, a longtime
supporter of
Democrats in
Springfield, en-
dorsed Blagoje-
vich for re-elec-
tion and donated
over $515,000 to
his campaign.

On Nov. 28,
2006, the House
approved legisla-
tion with the
union-friendly provisions.
Two days later, when it
passed the Senate, another
IFT lobbyist sent an email
to the small group of em-
ployees working in the
union’s statewide offices.

“T will do what I can to
slow down the bill signing
process to allow for every-
one who wishes to partici-
pate in the (teacher pen-
sion system), the opportu-
nity to do so,” lobbyist
Steven Preckwinkle wrote,
according to the Theis dis-
sent. “If things go well on
that end, the effective date
(of the law) could be as late
as mid-February, but there
is really no way to know
that for sure”

Piccioli and Preckwinkle
each got certified as teach-
ers and served a day as
substitutes in Springfield
schools before Blagojevich
signed the law on Feb. 27,
2007 — 90 days after the
legislation passed. After
that, nobody else could take
advantage of the opportu-
nity.

In her dissent, Theis
wrote that union officials
were counseled about get-
ting in the “pipeline for
completing a substitute
teaching assignment” so
they could “get coverage”
under a statute that had not
gone into effect.

“Slamming a window
shut before it ever opened
smacks of special legisla-
tion,” Theis wrote.

On Thursday, Preckwin-
kle said he “did not urge
anyone to seek member-
ship in TRS or to refrain
from doing so. To do that
would have been against
IFT policy. I did explain
what I believed their rights
would be under a bill that
was pending, if that bill
were to become law.”

Both Preckwinkle and
Piccioli eventually submit-
ted applications that would
let them count their union
years as time in the public
pension system. But Preck-
winkle “was satisfied” with
a public pension that cov-
ered roughly the period
beginning the day he taught
through his retirement a
few years later, according
to Theis’ dissent.

Preckwinkle, who was
Piccioli’s supervisor, cur-
rently receives $43,511 ayear
from the Teachers’ Retire-
ment System, a spokesman
for the agency said.

Only Piccioli made con-
tributions to get his prior
years with the union
counted in the teacher pen-
sion system. The $192,668
he sent was refunded fol-
lowing the 2012 law, but
Piccioli’s attorney said he
will attempt to repurchase
the union credit following
the new court ruling.

Hailing the court’s rul-
ing, Preckwinkle wrote in
an email: “Mr. Piccioli fol-
lowed all state laws at all
times regarding his pension
benefits, just as all other
IFT employees have”

In addition to his teacher
pension, Piccioli receives
about $33,780 a year from a
separate state pension fund
for his prior work as a
legislative aide, according
to pension officials.

rlong@chicagotribune.com
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Maria Pike holds a photo of her son while attending a rally against gun violence in 2015, on Capitol Hill in Washington.

Mom forgives son’s killer,
asks for mercy at hearing

BY MEGAN CREPEAU
Chicago Tribune

Maria Pike took the wit-
ness stand in tears Thurs-
day afternoon and made a
rare request of the judge
sitting beside her: mercy
for the man convicted of
murdering her son.

“Judge Ford, I am asking
you for leniency in your
decision, for this son has a
mother and this father has
children,” she said. “I be-
lieve he is an angry man in
search of his place in soci-
ety who can be restored.”

Arcadio Davila, con-
victed last year in the fatal
2012 shooting of Ricky
Pike, sat across the court-
room, stoic. Maria Pike
began to sob.

“I believe the despair
that we all share at this time
can only be healed if we
seek restoration through
his future deeds while in-
carcerated,” she said, al-
most incomprehensible
through tears. “Our society
gains nothing by letting
him die of old age in jail”

Judge Nicholas Ford said
Pike’s pleas for leniency
moved him.

“The wellspring from
which that comes, the re-
quest for mercy, is one of
the greatest nobility I can
imagine,” he said from the
bench. “It humbles me”

But by law, Davila faced a
minimum 76 years in pris-
on. No matter how heart-
felt Pike’s request, her son’s

convicted killer
would effectively
getalife sentence.

Ford ultimately
gave Davila 80
years — just four
above the manda-
tory minimum. It
is a shorter term
than Ford initially
planned to hand
down, he said Thursday,
without specifying the
length of the sentence he
had originally had in mind.

After Ford handed down
the sentence, Davila’s own
mother began to sob loudly
in the gallery, leaning for-
ward to hold her face with
shaking hands.

A Cook County jury in
July convicted Davila in the
murder of 24-year-old
Ricky Pike, an aspiring
restaurateur who was fa-
tally shot in the Logan
Square neighborhood.

Ricky Pike was with a
friend in his Geo Prizm
when Davila allegedly
pulled up in a car alongside
and fired several shots. Pike
was struck multiple times,
and his friend was
wounded in the hand.
Davila was ultimately found
guilty of first-degree mur-
der and attempted murder.

Maria Pike on Thursday
said her son was her “mira-
cle;” a kind young man who
taught her “that there are
loves that are eternal.”

“Loves that forgive.
Loves that require no reci-
procity. That is the love I

Davila

have for you and
likely the love
your mom has for
you,” she told
Davila from the
witness stand. “I
don’t feel T won. I
know we both lost.
We both have lost
the lives we had.
You will go to jail.
And my jail is my grief”

When Davila rose to
speak on his own behalf
moments later, he echoed
some of what Pike’s mother
said. Both his family and
hers have suffered im-
mensely in the past six
years, as the case made its
way through the court sys-
tem, he said.

But, speaking at a rapid-
fire clip, he strenuously
maintained his innocence.

“This is not justice, I am
innocent, and it pains me to
see the hurt in the eyes of
my family;” he said.

After the hearing, Pike
said she believed Davila may
come to change his mind.

“T thought, you know,
“You are not yet there; ” she
said, her face serene. “.. I
wonder what he’s going to
say in 10 years. I wish him
well”

But in the days following
her son’s slaying, all Pike
felt was “pure anger.”

“T was just so angry and
so mad at the world, and I
had to find the shooter, I
had to find out what hap-
pened,” she said.

That urge led her to take

action. She knocked on
neighbors’ doors to ask for
leads. She plastered Logan
Square with flyers offering
reward for information.

And she met other moth-
ers whose sons had been
slain — sons who, unlike
hers, may have been in-
volved in gangs and crime.
Their pain was just as real,
she recognized.

“T had to really just have
a sit-down with myself”
she said. “Once your child
is gone, you are a survivor
and your child has the same
value as mine.”

That revelation spurred
her to learn more about gun
violence — but also the
entrenched inequalities that
lead to violence in resource-
strapped neighborhoods.

And as she learned more,
she said she came to forgive
Davila, whom she charac-
terized on the witness
stand as a product of his
circumstances, deserving
of asecond chance.

Pike did not know her
son’s convicted killer faced
a 76-year minimum until
just moments before
Thursday’s sentencing
hearing. If she had her way,
he would have gotten
closer to 25, she said. And
both his family and hers
would get a say in whether
he could be released, based
on his conduct while be-
hind bars.

“We, as a society, cannot
find our peace in incarcera-
tion,” she said.

Lawsuits claim abuse, safety lapses at Timberline Knolls

By DAVID JACKSON
Chicago Tribune

Six former Timberline
Knolls patients have sued
the private Lemont treat-
ment facility, alleging ad-
ministrators failed to pro-
tect them from a counselor
who later was charged with
sexual assault and abuse.

The six separate lawsuits
allege that the high-end
facility for women and girls
showed reckless disregard
for patient safety by hiring
and failing to supervise
therapist Michael Jacksa as
well as “intentional inflic-
tion of emotional distress”
on patients who sought
treatment for psychological
and behavioral disorders.

“The outrageous and ex-
treme abuse of these wom-
en has resulted in disabling
emotional distress for each
of them,” said attorney
John Nisivaco, who filed
the cases. “These lawsuits
are the first step in the
process of uncovering the
truth about what Timber-
line Knolls knew about
Michael Jacksa and when
they knew it

A spokesman for
Timberline’s corporate
parent, Acadia Healthcare,
declined to comment on
the lawsuits, which were
filed Wednesday in Cook
County, but issued a state-
ment saying that Acadia “is
absolutely committed to
the highest standards of
care for our patients.”

“We were deeply trou-

bled by Mr. Jacksa’s preda-
tory behavior and we con-
ducted a thorough investi-
gation into how he manipu-
lated Timberline Knolls’
policies, protocols and pro-
cedures, to assure it won’t
happen again,” the state-
ment said. “We are com-
mitted to ensuring Timber-
line Knolls always meets
our high standards.”

The lawsuits come a
month after a March 7
Tribune investigation re-
vealed that administrators
at Timberline Knolls
waited at least three weeks
to contact law enforcement
about allegations of abuse
against Jacksa.

Timberline terminated
Jacksa in August 2018
shortly before he was ar-
rested by Lemont police.

He now faces 62 felony
charges alleging he sexually
assaulted or abused six pa-
tients during therapy ses-
sions last year, as well as one
misdemeanor battery
charge for allegedly stroking
a patient’s groin area. Now
awaiting trial in Cook
County Jail, he has pleaded
not guilty. The new lawsuits
represent some of the wom-
en cited by prosecutors, as
well as other victims who
are not part of the criminal
case, Nisivaco said.

Since the Tribune report
was published, more than a
dozen former patients and
staff have approached the
newspaper with accounts
alleging substandard treat-
ment and abuse at the

facility.

A Tribune examination of
Lemont police reports and
other government records
found that when patients
made allegations about
Jacksa, Timberline officials
first conducted internal in-
vestigations and took weeks
to alert authorities. In one
case, records show, facility
staff questioned a victim
with Jacksa present; over-
whelmed by shame, she
returned to her room and
attempted suicide, accord-
ing to police reports re-
viewed by the Tribune.

Known for having
treated celebrities such as
the singers Demi Lovato
and Kesha, the nationally
known treatment center is
one of 215 U.S. facilities
operated by Acadia.
Founded in 2005 by Chi-
cago private-equity in-
vestor Reeve Waud, it is one
of America’s biggest and
fastest growing behavioral
treatment firms.

But last year, a class-
action lawsuit filed in
Nashville, Tenn., federal
court accused the company
of misleading shareholders
by concealing financial
problems — a charge Aca-
dia has denied.

Timberline hired Jacksa
as a licensed clinical coun-
selor in the winter of 2017,
enabling the facility to ful-
fill a special component of
its program: counseling
based on New Testament
scriptures. Timberline is
open to nonbelievers and

people of all faiths but also
has promoted a “Christian
Treatment Path”

Jacksa’s alleged abuse of
patients began in Decem-
ber 2017, court and police
records state. Former pa-
tients told police that
Jacksa subjected them to
rape, forced oral sex, digital
penetration and fondling
beneath their clothes.

Police reports obtained
by the Tribune showed
Timberline staff conducted
internal investigations,
twice suspending and rein-
stating Jacksa.

Following the revela-
tions about Jacksa, Timber-
line said it increased the
frequency of staff checks on
therapy rooms and con-
ducted fresh background
checks on all employees,
among other changes.

To protect the identities
of the six alleged victims,
Nisivaco’s lawsuits name
them only as “Jane Doe.”
The complaints do not
specify the dollar amount
of damages sought.

“The lawsuit seeks to
shed light on the way in
which Timberline hired,
supervised and retained
Jacksa,” Nisivaco said.
“Timberline Knolls will
now have to answer the
question as to how it al-
lowed Michael Jacksa to
manipulate its policies,
protocols and procedures
in order to carry out these
horrific acts.”

dyjackson@chicagotribune.com
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The bill the House ap-
proved on a 110-2 vote
would replace the current
seven-person Chicago
Board of Education, whose
members are appointed by
the mayor, with a 20-mem-
ber board elected from dis-
tricts across the city begin-
ning with the 2023 election.
The board would also have
a president, elected city-
wide. The General Assem-
bly would draw the initial
district boundaries, and the
setup would be phased out
after the 2027 election un-
less lawmakers in Spring-
field vote to extend it.

“It’s a massive change,”
said the bill’s sponsor, state
Rep. Robert Martwick, a
Chicago Democrat who’s
been pushing the issue for
several years. “Remember,
there’s never been an
elected school board in the
city of Chicago. Given the
size and complexity of the
Chicago Public Schools and
the politics of Chicago, we
want to make sure we have
an opportunity to review.”

Martwick is an ally of
Cook County Board Presi-
dent Toni Preckwinkle,
who as a mayoral candidate
also supported an elected
school board. He publicly
clashed with Lightfoot dur-
ing the campaign when he
crashed a news conference
during which she criticized
a bill he filed that would
change the Cook County
assessor from an elected
position to an appointed
one. He later apologized,
and he said Thursday that
he’d “be happy to work with
her” but hasn’t yet spoken
to her about the school
board issue.

“It hasn’t fallen on my
radar because this is some-
thing I've been working on
for four years, before she
even mused about the idea
of running for the mayor of
the city of Chicago,”
Martwick said.

The Lightfoot campaign
did not respond to a request
for comment.

The House passed two
previous versions of the bill,
in 2016 and 2017, and the
Senate also approved a ver-
sion in 2017. But the Senate
amended the House bill to
put the responsibility of
drawing maps in the hands
of a new independent com-
mission rather than the
General Assembly. The
House never voted to accept
the change, so the bill died.

The new version now
heads to the Senate for
consideration. Diana Mar-

tinez, a spokeswoman for
state Sen. Antonio Munoz, a
Chicago Democrat who’s
sponsoring a separate bill to
create an elected school
board, said Munoz wants to
speak with Lightfoot before
deciding how to proceed.

Pritzker spokeswoman
Jordan Abudayyeh wouldn’t
comment on the specifics of
Martwick’s bill, saying only
that the governor looks for-
ward to reviewing it.

Martwick said that he
would be open to negotia-
tions over whether the leg-
islature or an independent
commission should be
charged with drawing
boundaries of the board
districts.

In a brief debate on the
House floor Thursday,
Martwick said the 1995 law
that gave then-Mayor Rich-
ard M. Daley the power to
pick members of the school
board “created for the Chi-
cago Public Schools a gov-
ernment structure unlike
any that exists in the United
States of America.”

The law gave the mayor
power to handpick board
members. Previously the
mayor had to choose from a
pool of candidates provided
by a nominating commis-
sion.

Martwick noted that the
school board Daley ap-
pointed skipped pension
payments for many years,
creating financial turmoil
for CPS, and that Emanuel’s
appointed board approved
the closure of 50 public
schools “in the most eco-
nomically and socially chal-
lenged neighborhoods” He
said electing the school
board would give members
of those communities and
neighborhoods across the
city a stronger voice.

Along with grassroots
community organizations,
the CTU has been a major
proponent of an elected
school board. The union
spent heavily to back Preck-
winkle and a slate of alder-
manic candidates in this
year’s elections. Critics of an
elected school board have
argued that it would give
the union too much power
by allowing it to back candi-
dates for board seats.

Even if the state approves
an elected school board,
Lightfoot would still have to
appoint board members be-
fore the measure took ef-
fect. While the CTU cele-
brated the measure’s ad-
vancement on Thursday,
the union said Lightfoot’s
support for an elected
school board “will be mea-
sured in how she appoints

the board she will now
lead”
“Will her Chicago Board

Visitation and funeral
processions for trooper
will close Lake Co. roads

News-Sun

Illinois State Police offi-
cials are encouraging the
general public to line desig-
nated Lake County road-
ways that will be temporari-
ly closed early Friday after-
noon to accommo-
date a funeral
procession for
Trooper Gerald
Ellis of Antioch,
who was killed last
weekend in a colli-
sion on Interstate
94 in Green Oaks.

Grayslake offi-
cials also issued an
advisory that sev-
eral roadways in an around
the village will be closed to
traffic late Thursday morn-
ing to allow Ellis’ casket to
be transported from an area
funeral home to the College
of Lake County, where a
visitation is scheduled to
run from 2 to 8 p.m.

According to a statement
posted at the village of
Grayslake website, an initial
procession will take place
from an area funeral home
to CLC’s James Lumber
Center for the Performing
Arts on Thursday from 9:30
t010:30 am.

The path of Thursday’s
procession will be Route
120, from Lake Street west
to Hainesville Road;
Hainesville Road north to
Washington Street; Wash-
ington east to Atkinson
Road; Atkinson south to
Brae Loch Road; and Brae
Loch east to the Lumber
Center.

The Grayslake statement
added that on Friday from
11:30 a.m. to noon, a proces-
sion following Ellis’ funeral
will require southbound
Route 45 to be “generally

closed” from Washington to
Route 120.

According to an Illinois
State Police statement, the
procession “is projected to
depart the James Lumber
Center for the Performing
Arts at approximately 12:00
p.m. and will (pro-
ceed) at a low
speed. Intersec-
tions along the
route will be
blocked to allow
for safe travel of
the vehicles in the
procession.”

After heading
south on Route 45,
the procession is
scheduled to head east on
Route 120 to Milwaukee
Avenue, where it will head
north to enter I-94 and
travel up to Russell Road.

After heading west on
Russell, the procession is
scheduled to turn south on
Route 41 to westbound
Route 173. At Deep Lake
Road, the route will head
south to Grand Avenue and
turn west into Lake Villa
before ending at Grand and
Route 83.

“The public is encour-
aged to line the route,” the
state police statement add-
ed, though it noted that
interment services will be
private, in keeping with the
Ellis family’s wishes.

According to the Lake
County Coroner’s Office
and state police, Ellis died of
multiple injuries early Sat-
urday in a collision with a
driver heading in the wrong
direction on I-94.

The driver of the other
vehicle, who also died of
multiple injuries, was iden-
tified by the coroner’s office
as 44-year-old Dan Davies
of Calumet City.

The decade long
* ‘ an elected school board for Chicago | A

Students and parents demonstrate in favor of an elected Chicago school board last year.

of Education be led by the
same corporate interests
that served Richard M. Da-
ley and Emanuel, or will it
be truly representative,
with stakeholders who are
the very people living in
communities and neighbor-
hoods that have lost the
most under the racist influ-
ence of neoliberal school
leadership?” the union said
in a statement.

In the past, CPS officials
have opposed the change,
arguing that academic out-
comes are improving under

In 2017, Janice Jackson,
then chief education officer
and now CEO of CPS, testi-
fied in opposition to an
elected school board before
a House commiittee, arguing
that it would create instabil-
ity that could hurt academic
performance. She reiterated
those concerns during a
recent appearance before
the Chicago Tribune Edito-
rial Board.

“We have made progress
under mayoral control,”
Jackson told the Tribune
Editorial Board late last

people say they want an
elected school board, what I
really hear — because I have
these conversations with
the average person — is they
want more transparency.
They want more account-
ability; they want to know
how decisions get made;
they want an opportunity to
weigh in. They want to
know when issues are raised
that there is some type of
compromise or change as a
result of that, and not just us
tolerating them through a
community meeting or a

push for

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Pointing to all the money
spent on school board races
in Los Angeles and the
politics involved, she added,
“Injecting more politics into
our school system is some-
thing that personally gives
me pause.”

Lightfoot hasn’t said
whether she’ll retain Jack-
son as schools chief when
she takes office next month.

Chicago Tribune’s Juan
Perez Jr. contributed.

dpetrella@chicagotribune.com

the current structure. month. “I think that when board meeting” Twitter @PetrellaReports
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Pitzen
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“standoffish,” she said.

“We literally just thought
he was going to collapse,”
she said.

Officers soon arrived and
spoke with him. A police
report filed in Ohio after an
alert went out said he was
14-year-old Pitzen and that
he had just escaped two
kidnappers who had held
him hostage for seven years.

One of them, the report
said, had black curly hair, a
Mountain Dew shirt, jeans
and a spider web tattoo on
his neck. The other was
short with a snake tattoo on
his arms. They supposedly
were in a Ford SUV with
Wisconsin license plates.

Newport Police Lt. Chris
Fangman said the person
they found was emaciated
and in need of medical
attention. They followed
standard procedures in try-
ing to identify him, he said,
and learned who he really
was when DNA results
came back Thursday after-
noon.

Police are still investigat-
ing, he said, and will try to
determine the 23-year-old’s
mental state. Authorities are
weighing charges, but that
will wait until the investiga-
tion is complete.

“Make no mistake about
it, no one gets away with
this,” Fangman said.

The Tribune is not nam-
ing the man because he has
not been charged with a
crime.

News of the false alarm
came as a devastating blow
to Timmothy’s family,
which has suffered several
of them since the disappear-
ance.

“It’s been awful” his
grandmother, Alana Ander-
son, told reporters outside
her Antioch home. “We’'ve
been on tenterhooks, hope-
ful and frightened. It’s just
been exhausting.”

She said she had sympa-
thy for the person accused
of making the false claim.

“I feel so sorry for the
young man who’s obviously
had a horrible time and felt
the need to say he was
somebody else,” she said.

Timmothy’s disappear-
ance has haunted Aurora
since May 2011, when his
mother pulled him out of
his kindergarten class at
Greenman Elementary an
hour after his father
dropped him off, saying
there had been a family
emergency.

She then took him to
Brookfield Zoo and a water
park in Gurnee. The next
day, after stops in Racine
and Johnson Creek, Wis.,,
they went to the Kalahari
Resort in the Wisconsin
Dells. A security camera
captured them checking out
Friday morning, May 13 —
the last time Timmothy has
been seen.

That afternoon, Fry-
Pitzen made several cell-
phone calls around Sterling,
I, including one in which
Timmothy talked to a fam-
ily member and did not
sound as if he were in
danger.

Security footage showed
that Fry-Pitzen was at a
grocery store in Winnebago
that night before checking
into a Rockford motel alone.
The next day, about 12:30
p.m., workers found her
body.

Though she had long had
depression and had tried to
kill herself years earlier, her
husband, James Pitzen, said
at the time that his wife
would not hurt their child.
Other relatives echoed that
belief.

Authorities said items
missing from Fry-Pitzen’s

Timmothy Pitzen, 6, is seen in a photo shortly before he went missing on May 13, 20TI.

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Sharon Hall talks Thursday about seeing an interaction
between police and a young person in Newport, Ky.

“I feel so sorry for the young man
who’s obviously had a horrible time
and felt the need to say he was

somebody else.”

— Alana Anderson, Timmothy Pitzen’s grandmother

Ford Expedition, including
Timmothy’s car seat and
Spider-Man backpack, sup-
ported the theory that he
indeed might have been
given to someone.

But police nonetheless
made an intense search of
the area where the cell-
phone calls were made.
They later found that dirt
taken from Fry-Pitzen’s
SUV suggested that at some
point she had been on a
gravel road in Lee or White-
side County.

They recovered her cell-
phone in October 2013 — a
woman had found it along
Route 78 in far western
Illinois — but said it pro-
vided no meaningful clues.

Police have received nu-
merous tips over the years
from people who believed

they had spotted Tim-
mothy, including one that
led them to a near-doppel-
ganger in Orlando, Fla.
None has panned out.

“Over seven years, you
can imagine (Timmothy’s
family) have been disap-
pointed many times,” said
Aurora police Sgt. Bill Row-
ley. “We get a lot of leads,
and the idea their hopes
have been raised once again
over someone lying and
claiming to be their missing
son is really disappointing?”

He added, though, that
he hoped the burst of atten-
tion could bring in new
leads.

Angeline Hartmann of
the National Center for
Missing and Exploited
Children said continuing
publicity is indeed vital in

cases of long-missing chil-
dren, and that there is
reason for hope in such
cases.

More than 3,000 children
recovered from 2014
through 2018 had been
missing for at least a year,
according to the center’s
statistics; 234 had been
gone for a decade or more.

“(Recovery) happens
more often than people
think,” Hartmann said. “..
What we’re seeing over and
over again is just because a
child is not found, it does
not mean that child is de-
ceased”

Timmothy’s family said
they have not given up. His
aunt, Kara Jacobs, appealed
to anyone who might know
where he is.

“Whatever (Fry-Pitzen)
said or did to make you
believe this is OK — it’s not,”
she said. “He belongs with
his father and his family”

In the meantime his bicy-
cle, given to the neighbors
as a remembrance by Tim-
mothy’s father, is waiting
for the boy, undersized
though it may now be.

“If he sees this, I'd tell
him to come back home/”
Grande said. “There’s a lot
of people waiting back here
for him”

Sarah Freishtat of the Bea-
con-News reported from the
Cincinnati area. Megan
Jones of the Beacon-News
and John Keilman of the
Chicago Tribune reported
from the west suburbs. Chi-
cago Tribune reporter Rose-
mary Sobol, freelance report-
er Yadira Sanchez Olson and
Associated Press contrib-
uted.

sfreishtat@tribpub.com
mejones@chicagotribune.com
Jjkeilman@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @srfreish

Twitter @MeganA_Jones
Twitter @JohnKeilman

Foxx

Continued from Page 1

deadline for Smollett to
pay $130,000 to cover
overtime costs for the ex-
tensive police investiga-
tion passed Thursday
without the “Empire” ac-
tor forking over a dime,
leading outgoing Mayor
Rahm Emanuel’s adminis-
tration to vow a lawsuit.

Foxx has faced a fire-
storm of criticism after
her office dismissed a 16-
count felony indictment
against Smollett without
the actor acknowledging
guilt during an unan-
nounced court hearing
last week.

Smollett, who is Afri-
can-American and openly
gay, was accused of falsely
reporting that two masked
men had attacked him in
downtown Chicago while
shouting racial and homo-
phobic slurs.

Chicago police initially
began a hate crime investi-
gation but eventually said
their investigation showed
Smollett, 36, staged the
attack.

Amid the increasing
pressure, Foxx’s office is-
sued a brief statement
Thursday on her behalf
that defended her record,
and hinted that she would
not resign and planned to
seek re-election.

“I was elected by the
people of Cook County to
pursue community safety,
prevent harm, and uphold
the values of fairness and
equal justice;” Foxx said in
the statement. “I’'m proud
of my record in doing that,
and I plan to do so through
the end of my term and, if
the people so will it, into
the future”

Conspicuous by his ab-
sence at the packed news
conference at the FOP
offices was Chicago police
Superintendent Eddie
Johnson, who appeared
blindsided by the abrupt
dismissal of the charges
against Smollett on March
26 and joined Emanuel in
blasting Smollett’s claims
of innocence.

But a day later, Johnson
struck a conciliatory note,
saying in media interviews
that he and Foxx had a
good working relationship
and needed to move on
from the Smollett case for
the good of the city.

With some 30 suburban
police leaders standing be-
side him, FOP President
Kevin Graham said he and
the others “can give you
countless examples of
how Ms. Foxx’s lack of
prosecution has cost our
members and police offi-
cers an enormous
amount of problems.”

Graham said the
union’s issues with Foxx’s
office “didn’t start with
Jussie Smollett.”

He expressed frustra-
tion that Foxx’s office
dropped murder charges
against Gabriel Solache
and Arturo Reyes in late
2017 after a judge threw
out their confessions.

At the time, however,
Foxx’s then-top assistant
said the office still be-
lieved the two had fatally
stabbed a couple in their
Bucktown neighborhood
home in 1998 but had no
choice but to dismiss the
charges after the judge
discredited testimony by
retired Detective Rey-
naldo Guevara. Since
mid-2016, in fact, at least a
dozen convictions tied to
Guevara have been
thrown out of court be-
cause of allegations the
then-detective beat sus-
pects and coerced confes-
sions.

The clash with police
chiefs who favor a tougher
stance on crime is not
surprising since the Afri-
can-American state’s at-
torney won election in
2016 as a reform candi-
date, unseating incumbent
Anita Alvarez in the
Democratic primary with
promises of sweeping
change.

Her office has backed
reform of the cash bond
system to ensure nonvio-
lent detainees who can’t
post small amounts of
money don’t languish in
jail, moved to deprioritize
certain nonviolent crimes
such as shoplifting and
halted prosecutions of
people accused of driving
on licenses that have been
suspended or revoked for
financial reasons — such
as failure to pay child
support, tolls or parking
tickets.

In giving Foxx a vote of
no confidence, the North
Suburban Association of
Chiefs of Police criticized
the policy changes on
shoplifting and traffic of-
fenses as well as the of-
fice’s more recent decision
not to prosecute marijua-
na cases.

“It appears your strate-
gy to address non-violent
crime in Cook County is to
decriminalize or ignore it,
regardless of any collateral
cost which is born over-
whelmingly by individual
communities and their
police agencies,” said a
letter from the group rep-
resenting more than 30
police departments in the
north and northwest sub-
urbs.

Saying Foxx’s handling
of the case was “plagued
with irregularity,” Mo-
hammed’s 10-page peti-
tion asked that presiding
Criminal Court Judge
Leroy Martin Jr. appoint a
special prosecutor to in-
vestigate whether Foxx
“acted to impede the in-
vestigation ... concealed
evidence, and/or inten-
tionally misled the public.”

Mohammed also al-
leged that after communi-
cating with a relative of
Smollett and a “politically
connected ally” of the
actor’s family, Foxx im-
properly “used her posi-
tion to intervene in the
investigation” on his be-
half. Even though Foxx
acknowledged she
stepped aside from the
case because of the poten-
tial conflict, she failed to
properly recuse herself
and her office, he said.

“Not only was Foxx’s
failure to recuse herself
improper given that she
admitted to having an ac-
tual conflict, Foxx has in
essence ‘doubled down’ on
her office’s decision not to
prosecute Smollett and in-
sists that her decision was
consistent with prosecu-
torial discretion,” the peti-
tion said.

In a brief telephone
interview, Mohammed,
who served as a Cook
County prosecutor from
November 2014 until last
month when he left to
start his own practice, said
he filed the petition be-
cause “there has to be a
way for the public to know
that there’s no separate
justice system for different
classes of people”

He said he hopes that a
special prosecutor will re-
file the dismissed charges
against Smollett and “go
back and do it the right
Way”

“I just want to make
sure that the right thing is
done,” he said.

Jjgorner@chicagotribune.com
Jjmeisner@chicagotribune.com
mcrepeau@chicagotribune.com

Consent

Continued from Page 1

If passed, schools would
have to include several
points in their teachings on
consent, such as explaining
that people cannot consent
if they are intoxicated or
asleep. The text of the bill
specifies that “consent is a
freely given agreement to
sexual activity” and that
“consent to one particular
sexual activity does not con-
stitute consent to other
types of sexual activities.”

The bill goes on to specify
what should not be mistak-
en for consent, such as what
someone is wearing, and
that consent to past sexual
activity does not mean con-
sent to future sexual activity.

Williams said she spoke
with social service organi-

zations and survivors of
sexual assault when draft-
ing the legislation, which
would leave it up to each
district to develop its own
curriculum

In the wake of the mod-
ern #MeToo movement,
educators and legislators
around the country are
linking lessons on consent
to sex education in order to
strengthen sexual assault
prevention efforts. This has
led to similar laws passed in
other states, said Jennifer
Driver, state policy director
for the Sexuality Informa-
tion and Education Council
for the United States, a
Washington-based organi-
zation that offers fact-based
sexual education resources.

“I think too often young
people were learning only
about” pregnancy and STD
prevention, Driver said.
“Prevention only covers a

small amount of what they
need. Young people really
need to learn about consent
and healthy relationships,”
said Driver, adding that
research supports this tac-
tic.

Driver said she appreci-
ated that the Illinois legisla-
tion addresses issues in-
cluding that what someone
is wearing does not play into
consent. “For a long time,
we’ve done a lot of victim
blaming” she said. “This
shifts the focus, and it rein-
forces that it’s not your
fault”

These lessons are es-
sential at an early age, even
as young as kindergarten,
said Dan Rice, director of
training at Answer, a Rut-
gers University organiza-
tion that provides sex edu-
cation resources.

Young children can learn
about boundaries outside

the context of sexual activ-
ity, he said. Answer pro-
vides programs that use
sports analogies for young-
er children, he said. They
learn things like: “Just be-
cause a person agrees to
play one sport doesn’t mean
they will play more than
one,” Rice said. “And, they
have the right to change
their mind.”

For kindergartners,
lessons can revolve around
personal boundaries — that
they don’t have to hug
anyone and that you need
permission to hug, Rice
added. “These are basic
concepts even a kindergar-
ten child can understand.”

Rice said these conversa-
tions should come up before
sixth grade — the earliest it’s
required in the Illinois bill
— and that although these
laws are a positive step, they
often don’t go far enough in

providing training for
teachers or oversight to
make sure districts comply.

“Itreally depends on how
the school district takes this
and really runs with it,” he
said.

The Robert Crown Cen-
ter for Health Education,
based in Hinsdale, travels to
more than 600 Chicago-
area schools to provide sex
education. Last year, it
closed its center that hosted
field trips to convert to a
mobile model.

Now the center is also
adapting to the #MeToo
era, adding lessons on con-
sent to its programs, said
Katie Gallagher, director of
education. The programs
typically target fourth-
through eighth-graders.

“We are weaving in some
basic understanding on
consent as early as fourth
grade ... in different terms

they understand, in every-
day situations,” she said,
adding that consent is not
discussed in sexual terms
until older grades.

“‘No means no’ doesn’t
explain it all” she said.
“What does yes mean?
(Kids may wonder) is yes
because you wore a certain
outfit? Is yes because she let
me hold her hand?”

Gallagher said not only
are consent lessons now
typically more nuanced, but
also more often discussed.

“People are recognizing
we need to build some
education around this
based on what’s happening
with adults” she said. “We
need to be talking to kids
about this, so there’s a
change in future genera-
tions.”

kthayer@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @knthayer
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UIC forced to cancel hundreds of
classes amid teaching assistants’ strike

By DAWN RHODES
Chicago Tribune

Hundreds of classes
were canceled at Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chi-
cago in the week after
graduate and teaching as-
sistants went on strike, a
walkout now into its third
week.

And some students are
starting to worry about the
impact on them as the
walkout continues.

Records obtained by the
Tribune through the Free-
dom of Information Act
show that at least 550
classes taught by teaching
assistants were canceled
from March 19 to March 22
when members of the
Graduate Employees Or-
ganization first walked off
the job.

Ninety classes in math-
ematics, statistics and com-
puter science were can-
celed March 19, the day the
strike began, documents
show. Between 21 and 38
classes in biological scien-
ces were canceled each day
that week, and about four
dozen chemistry classes
did not meet between
March 19 and March 21.

Other departments that
had multiple classes af-
fected included sociology,
anthropology, art and art
history, economics and
physics, records show.

The university said 100
percent or close to all
classes went on as sched-
uled in several divisions,
primarily in the medical
sciences. Only two class
sessions were canceled in
business administration.

The school did not pro-
vide percentages of classes
canceled in other areas,
including the College of
Liberal Arts & Sciences, in
which dozens of classes
were affected.

The university did not
specify which classes were
not held.

Pinpointing the toll is
difficult, but it is possible
the number of affected
classes is even higher, said
Janet Smith, who leads the
UIC faculty union.

But some students said

Thursday the toll of inter-
rupted instruction is
mounting,

“Tensions are definitely
rising” said Jashaun D.
Bowens, a senior and presi-
dent of Undergraduate Stu-
dent Government. “At first,
we're like, ‘OK, I get to miss
aclass, I get to catchup and
relax’ But after consis-
tently canceling class, you
start to really reconsider
that this is financially unre-
liable”

Nada Marei, a sopho-
more studying biochem-
istry, said all her courses
have been affected and her
chemistry labs have come
to a halt. There also has
been a lot of confusion
about how to complete
coursework and quizzes in
the absence of graduate
and teaching assistants.

The spring term ends
May 3.

“T am feeling very frus-
trated and actually kind of
scared,” Marei said. “It
really came at a bad time in
the semester because we
only have a month left and
then final exams. We really
need our teaching assist-
ants, we need their help, we
need every bit of their time
right now.”

Graduate student work-
ers resumed picketing and
demonstrations on campus
Monday.

The GEO represents
more than 1,500 graduate
and teaching assistants, and
the university’s adminis-
tration previously in-
formed deans the assump-
tion was that “everyone”
was striking.

Union officials and ad-
ministrators have met sev-
en times since March 19.
Another negotiating ses-
sion was planned for
Thursday, according to
union leaders and the ad-
ministration.

A Facebook post from
union leaders Wednesday
night gave the first indica-
tion of some headway.

A primary sticking point
has been student fees.
Graduate and undergradu-
ate students currently pay
$431 per semester in fees.
That will increase to $481

in the fall. International
students pay an additional
$130 per semester. Union
co-president Jeff Schuhrke
said students were seeking
to have those costs capped
or waived. UIC leaders
have rebuffed that demand,
saying student fees are a
critical source of income
for the university.

The minimum salary for
graduate and teaching as-
sistants is $18,065, which
covers a 20-hour work-
week for nine months.
About half the graduate
student workers earn that
minimum. The union is
seeking to boost minimum
salaries by 74 percent in the
first year of the new con-
tract, 72 percent in the
second year and 8.2 percent
in the third year. UIC is
offering a 4.1 percent jump
inyear one, then 4.1 percent
and 3.75 percent increases
in the subsequent years.

The union also was seek-
ing to exempt graduate
student workers from tu-
ition differentials, which
are charges added to base
tuition and vary depending
on academic program. Em-
ployees covered under the
contract receive waivers on
base tuition and some fees,
but those do not incorpo-
rate differentials. Uni-
versity officials say waiving
tuition differentials would
slash critical income for the
school.

Even though both sides
reported some progress,
there remained some signs
of animosity. A message
late Monday from adminis-
trators stated they chose
“not to respond to the false
narratives that have been
widely disseminated.”
They did not elaborate.

“The university has been
bargaining in good faith
with the GEO and has been
attempting to negotiate a
settlement that will be fair
to GEO within the con-
straint of the University’s
financial situation,” the
message from Chancellor
Michael Amiridis, Poser
and Vice Chancellor
Robert Barish said.

drhodes@chicagotribune.com
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Mueller team voices

Barr defends handling even as investigators
say report more damaging than AG revealed

BY ELLEN NAKASHIMA,
CAROL D. LEONNIG
AND ROSALIND S.
HELDERMAN

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON —
Members of special counsel
Robert Mueller’s team have
told associates they are frus-
trated with the limited in-
formation Attorney General
William Barr has provided
about their nearly
two-year investiga-
tion into Russian
interference in the
2016 election and
whether President
Donald Trump
sought to obstruct
justice, according
to people familiar
with the matter.

The displeasure among
some who worked on the
inquiry has begun to surface
in the days since Barr re-
leased a four-page letter to
Congress describing what
he said were the principal
conclusions of Mueller’s
still-confidential report.

In his letter March 24,
Barr said that the special
counsel did not establish a
conspiracy between the
Trump campaign and Rus-
sia. And he said that
Mueller did not reach a
conclusion “one way or the
other” as to whether
Trump’s conduct in office
constituted obstruction of
justice.

Absent that, Barr told
lawmakers that he con-
cluded the evidence was not
sufficient to prove that the
president obstructed jus-
tice.

But members of
Mueller’s team have com-
plained to close associates

Barr

that the evidence they gath-
ered on obstruction was
alarming and significant.

“It was much more acute
than Barr suggested,” said
one person, who, like oth-
ers, spoke on the condition
of anonymity.

The New York Times
first reported that some
special counsel investiga-
tors feel that Barr did not
adequately portray their
findings.

On Thursday,
Barr defended his
handling of
Mueller’s report,
saying the docu-
ment contains
sensitive grand
jury material that
prevented it from
being immediately
released to the public.

“Given the extraordinary
public interest in the matter,
the Attorney General de-
cided to release the report’s
bottom-line findings and
his conclusions immedi-
ately — without attempting
to summarize the report —
with the understanding that
the report itself would be
released after the redaction
process,” the Justice De-
partment statement said.

The disparity in length
between Barr’s letter and
Mueller’s full report, which
totals nearly 400 pages,
raises the likelihood of addi-
tional significant informa-
tion that was put forward by
the special counsel’s office
but not immediately shared
by the attorney general.

He has previously said he
did not believe it would be
in the public’s interest to
release the full document in
piecemeal or gradual fash-
ion, and that he did not
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Activists call for Attorney General William Barr to release the Mueller report during a rally Thursday near the White House.

intend for his letter summa-
rizing Mueller’s “principal
conclusions” to be an “ex-
haustive recounting” of the
special counsel’s investiga-
tion.

The statement also said
that every page of Mueller’s
report was marked and that
it may contain grand jury
material “and therefore
could not immediately be
released”

Some members of the
office were disappointed
that Barr did not release
summary information the
special counsel team had
prepared, according to two
people familiar with their
reactions.

“There was immediate
displeasure from the team
when they saw how the
attorney general had char-

acterized their work in-
stead,” according one U.S.
official briefed on the mat-
ter.

Summaries were pre-
pared for different sections
of the report, with a view
that they could made pub-
lic, the official said.

The report was prepared
“so that the front matter
from each section could
have been released immedi-
ately — or very quickly;” the
official said. “It was done in
a way that minimum redac-
tions, if any, would have
been necessary, and the
work would have spoken
for itself”

Mueller’s team assumed
the information was going
to be made available to the
public, the official said, “and
so they prepared their sum-

maries to be shared in their
own words — and not in the
attorney general’s summary
of their work, as turned out
to be the case”

In the wake of the limited
information released by
Barr, Trump declared that
the Mueller report provided
him with “complete and
total exoneration.” He has
repeatedly called for an
inquiry into how the inves-
tigation began in the first
place.

Some members of
Mueller’s team appear
caught off guard by how
effectively the president has
used Barr’s letter to claim
total victory, as the limited
information about their
work has been weaponized
in the country’s highly po-
larized political environ-

ment, according to people
familiar with their respons-
es.
Barr told Congress in a
letter last week that the
principal conclusions he
described were not meant
to be a summary of
Mueller’s investigation. He
said he is aiming to submit a
redacted version of the re-
port to Congress by mid-
April.

The House Judiciary
Committee voted Wednes-
day to authorize a subpoena
for the entire report, though
Chairman Jerrold Nadler,
D-NY, said he will wait to
issue the demand until he
sees what Barr makes pub-
lic.

Associated Press contrib-
uted.

Mueller’s case against Russian trolls could

BY ANDREW HARRIS

Bloomberg News

A centerpiece of special
counsel Robert Mueller’s
two-year investigation —
his indictment of 16 individ-
uals and companies in Rus-
sia for interfering in the
2016 election — now threat-
ens to backfire in a court-
ordered release of U.S. intel-
ligence-gathering secrets.

That’s because a federal
judge has to decide whether
the Justice Department
must turn over key evidence
to one of the indicted Rus-

sian companies. And that
could let the Russians learn
how the U.S. government
detected their activities in
the first place.

The U.S. is in this predic-
ament because the Russian
company unexpectedly
hired Washington lawyers
to fight the case. Under U.S.
law, prosecutors are obligat-
ed to turn over their evi-
dence to the defendants —
and the company involved
is run by a man so close to
the Kremlin that his nick-
name is Putin’s Chef.

So far, U.S. District Judge

Dabney Friedrich in Wash-
ington has restricted the
release of the documents.
But some of those shared
with the defendants have
already been disclosed. The
judge is weighing whether
to ease the restrictions, bal-
ancing U.S. security con-
cerns against the constitu-
tional right to a fair trial for
the company, Concord
Management and Consult-
ing. Her ruling could force
the U.S. to drop the case.
On Thursday, she sched-
uled a closed-to-the-public
case conference for April 10,

“to address issues related to
sensitive  discovery.”
Friedrich previously heard
arguments over the issue in
a partly sealed hearing on
March 7.

“If many or all of these
materials are permitted to
go to Russia, they may as
well be published for the
world to see” former Jus-
tice Department national
security lawyer Ryan Fay-
hee said. “There would be
no way to protect them
from being examined by
Russian intelligence serv-
ices”

risk U.S. secrets

Concord is accused of
bankrolling the wide-rang-
ing, multimillion-dollar op-
eration using false names
and social media accounts
to promote Trump’s candi-
dacy during the campaign
while attacking his rivals,
including Democratic Party
nominee Hillary Clinton.
The conspirators also con-
scripted otherwise inno-
cent Trump campaign
workers to help organize
rallies, the U.S. says.

Each of the indicted busi-
nesses and people is con-
nected in some way to the

Internet Research Agency, a
so-called troll farm based in
Saint Petersburg. Concord
and the others were
charged with conspiracy to
defraud the U.S. by imped-
ing the functions of the
Federal Election Commis-
sion and the Justice and
State departments.

“There’s no such crime,”
Concord’s lawyer Eric
Dubelier told Friedrich in
October. He accused
Mueller’s team of making
up an offense to fit the facts.
The judge denied his re-
quests to throw out the case.

White House balks at
move for Trump taxes

Request likely to set off battle between Dems, administration

By MARCY GORDON
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
White House said Thursday
that Democratic efforts to
obtain President Donald
Trump’s tax records are
“political games.”

A House committee
chairman formally asked
the IRS on Wednesday to
provide six years of Trump’s
personal tax returns and the
returns for some of his
businesses as Democrats try
to shed light on his complex
financial dealings and po-
tential conflicts of interest.

The request by Massa-
chusetts Rep. Richard Neal,
who heads the tax-writing
House Ways and Means
Committee, is the first such
demand for a sitting presi-
dent’s tax information in 45
years. The move is likely to
set off a legal battle between
Democrats controlling the
House and the Trump ad-
ministration.

Neal made the request
Wednesday in a letter to IRS
Commissioner Charles Ret-
tig, asking for Trump’s per-
sonal and business returns
for 2013 through 2018. He
asked for the documents in
seven days, setting a Tues-

NEAL.HOUSE.GOV

Rep. Richard Neal made the
demand for the president's
tax records Wednesday.

day deadline.

Trump told reporters
Wednesday he “would not
be inclined” to provide his
tax returns to the commit-
tee.

White House press sec-
retary Sarah Sanders said
Thursday that the White
House “is not interested in
playing a bunch of political
games like the Democrats in
Congress clearly want to
spend their time doing.”

Asked again later for his
response to Neal’s demand,
Trump didn’t provide a di-
rect answer.

“They’ll speak to my law-
yers; they’ll speak to the
attorney general,” Trump
said at the White House,
referring to Attorney Gen-
eral William Barr, whom he
appointed.

Justice Department
spokeswoman Kerri Kupec
declined to comment. An
IRS spokesman said the
agency had no comment on
Neal’s request.

Democrats insist that ob-
taining Trump’s tax filings
falls within their mandate
of congressional oversight.
Republicans have de-
nounced it as a political
witch hunt and invoked
privacy concerns.

“We have completed the
necessary groundwork for a
request of this magnitude,
and I am certain we are
within our legitimate legis-
lative, legal and oversight
rights,” Neal said in a state-
ment Wednesday.

Rep. Kevin Brady of
Texas, the senior Republi-
can on the Ways and Means
panel, denounced the move
as “an abuse of the tax-
writing committees’ statu-
tory authority.”

“Weaponizing our na-
tion’s tax code by targeting
political foes sets a danger-
ous precedent and weakens
Americans’ privacy rights,”
Brady wrote in a letter
Wednesday to Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin,
who oversees the IRS. “As
you know, by law all Ameri-

cans have a fundamental
right to the privacy of the
personal information found
in their tax returns.”

The legal battle set to
ensue could take years to
resolve, possibly stretching
beyond the 2020 presi-
dential election.

Trump broke with dec-
ades of tradition for presi-
dential candidates by refus-
ing to release his income tax
filings during his 2016 cam-
paign. He has said he won’t
release them because he is
being audited, even though
IRS officials have said tax-
payers under audit are free
to release their returns.
Trump claimed at a news
conference after the No-
vember election that the

filings are too complex for
people to understand.

The IRS has a policy of
auditing the tax returns of
all sitting presidents and
vice presidents, “yet little is
known about the effective-
ness of this program,” Neal
said in the statement. “On
behalf of the American peo-
ple, the Ways and Means
Committee must determine
if that policy is being fol-
lowed, and if so, whether
these audits are conducted
fully and appropriately.”

Neal continued, “In or-
der to fairly make that
determination, we must ob-
tain President Trump’s tax
returns and review whether
the IRS is carrying out its
responsibilities.”

EVAN VUCCI/AP
President Trump says he “would not be inclined” to provide tax returns to the committee.

Neal is one of only three
congressional officials au-
thorized to make a written
request to the Treasury sec-
retary for anyone’s tax re-
turns. The IRS is part of the
Treasury Department. A
rarely used 1924 law says
the Treasury chief “shall
furnish” the requested ma-
terial to members of the
Ways and Means Commit-
tee for them to examine
behind closed doors.

A spokesman for
Mnuchin didn’t respond to
requests for comment.

Mnuchin suggested in
testimony to Congress last
month that he would pro-
tect Trump’s privacy if the
House Democrats re-
quested his tax returns.
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U.S. cuts may spur more migration

Experts say Trump
making things worse
with funding threat

By MARCOS ALEMAN
Associated Press

SAN SALVADOR, El Sal-
vador — Government offi-
cials, aid workers and activ-
ists in Central America are
mystified by President Don-
ald Trump’s threat to cut off
nearly $500 million in aid to
Honduras, Guatemala and
El Salvador in response to
what he calls an immigra-
tion crisis. Over time, they
say, it will only worsen the
problem.

At risk of falling on the
chopping block are devel-
opment programs that work
to tackle the root causes
driving migration: poverty,
inequality, violence and cor-
ruption. These include out-
reach to at-risk youth to
combat forced gang recruit-
ment as well as programs to
address gender-based vi-
olence and support educa-
tion, workforce devel-
opment and the uphill fight
to root out endemic graft.

“It’s illogical and it’s irre-
sponsible. You’re talking
about long-term challenges
that are going to require
long-term, sustainable solu-
tions,” said Adriana Beltran,
a Central America specialist
at the Washington Office on
Latin America. “So rather
than helping to stabilize the
situation and try to address
these long-term challenges,
the cut in assistance will
only make the situation
worse.”

“Gutting important pro-
grams” she added, “will
eventually lead to more
migration, more insecurity,
more corruption, more im-
punity in these countries.”

It’s still not clear what,
when or how much could
be cut.

Trump said last week
that “we were paying them
tremendous amounts of
money and we’re not paying
them anymore because they
haven’t done a thing for us,”
and mentioned a figure of
$500 million.

RODRIGO ABD/AP 2018

Police briefly block a migrant caravan in Mexico. Experts fear U.S. cuts in Central American aid will worsen the problem.

State Department
spokesman Robert Pal-
ladino said this week that
the amount affected by any
aid cut would be $450
million from fiscal year 2018
as well as an as yet undeter-
mined amount from 2017.

“The president has made
clear that the decision is
aimed at securing the
United States borders and
protecting American citi-
zens,” Palladino said.
“These programs have not
effectively prevented illegal
immigration from coming
to the United States, and
they’ve not achieved the
desired results”

The aid is meant to pro-
mote democracy-building,
good governance, trade, ag-
riculture, education, health,
public safety and law en-
forcement. Experts say all
of those areas play a direct
role in whether people feel
they can get by or even
survive in their home coun-
tries.

Reaction from the three

governments has been
muted, perhaps for fear of
angering Trump.

Both Honduras and El
Salvador pointedly said
they had not been formally
notified of any specific cuts
in U.S. aid. Honduran De-
fense Minister Fredy Diaz
said cooperation with the
United States on security is
“unchanged,” while the For-
eign Ministry said in a
statement that the relation-
ship has been “solid, close
and positive.”

Salvadoran Vice Presi-
dent Oscar Ortiz said Tues-
day that an aid cut would
not solve the migration
problem but have the oppo-
site effect.

“The best way to tackle
the issue of migration is not
with this type of decision,”
he said. “The best way to
tackle the issue is to keep
working together”

Guatemala, the source of
much of the recent migra-
tion from the region, was
particularly circumspect,

with presidential spokes-
man Alfredo Brito saying
simply that the official re-
sponse was not to comment
for the time being.

But those carrying out
the boots-on-the-ground
work are concerned.

Rick Jones, who works in
El Salvador as the youth and
migration policy adviser for
Catholic Relief Services,
counsels young people to
keep them out of gangs and
help them get jobs. He also
runs behavioral therapy for
inmates to deter them from
returning to crime — all
things that have “a positive
impact to help guys think
about and change their be-
havior,” he said.

It’s seen as unglamorous
but badly needed work,
especially in a place like El
Salvador, which has a homi-
cide rate that is among the
world’s highest at more
than 50 per 100,000 people
last year.

But all $38 million that
Catholic Relief Services gets

from U.S. government agen-
cies to run programs in the
three countries — including
ones on education and jobs
— could disappear if the
cutoff goes through.

Ifthat happens, “it will be
sending the message, ‘Help
is not on the way and you’re
going to be left on your
own, ” Jones said. “And
basically people left on their
own are going to be more
desperate and more people
are going to leave”

Likewise, Vicki Gass, Ox-
fam America senior policy
adviser for Central America
and Mexico, said that axing
funding for programs that
have been running for years,
would, in many cases,
“waste U.S. taxpayer dollars
that have already been in-
vested” and “foster the
same instability that is mak-
ing people flee in the first
place”

Some government pro-
grams aimed at persuading
Central Americans not to
emigrate have been put in

place, in part in response to
Trump’s earlier criticism
about the migrant caravans
that brought thousands
trekking toward the U.S.
border, and the threatened
aid cutoff does not take that
into account, officials say.

Salvadoran Treasury
Minister Nelson Fuentes
said U.S. aid in his country
includes $20 million in
technical and fiscal funding
over five years, and the
government has not gotten
word of any cuts. Another
$200 million to spur growth
and employment is man-
aged in tandem with the
World Bank, and it remains
to be seen whether this will
be reduced. Finally there
are direct donations from
Washington to the Salva-
doran government and pri-
vate organizations.

Fuentes said aid for secu-
rity and migration could be
affected, but that actively
funded contracts should not
be.

In Guatemala, the most
significant aid comes in
security assistance to fight
drug trafficking — and that
has already come under
scrutiny recently over ques-
tionable use of armored
vehicles donated by Wash-
ington. Other funds
through USAID go to help
programs on things like
agriculture and education
in poor rural communities,
plus training for prose-
cutors, who have waged a
high-profile fight against
corruption in recent years,
or for judges.

Former Honduran For-
eign Minister Ernesto Paz
called U.S. aid to his country
“vital” and said the threat-
ened cuts show that Wash-
ington is “an unreliable ally
for Honduras.”

Like Guatemala, Hon-
duras has backed the
Trump administration on
issues such as recognizing
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
and on the political crisis in
Venezuela. It remains to be
seen whether such support
could waver. “A sense of
nationalism is surging in
this country and that could
be a good thing” Paz said.

House OKs domestic violence
law amid dispute over guns

BY MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
House voted Thursday to
reauthorize a 25-year-old
law that helps victims of
domestic and sexual vi-
olence, despite complaints
by Republicans that Demo-
crats were politicizing the
popular law by expanding
gun control.

The bill to reauthorize
the Violence Against Wom-
en Act includes a provision
making it easier to take
away guns from violent
offenders even if they are
not a spouse or domestic
partner. The amendment
closes the so-called
“boyfriend loophole” by
barring those convicted of
abusing, assaulting or stalk-
ing a current or former
dating partner from buying
or owning a firearm.

Supporters said the mea-
sure was crucial to protect
women in the United
States, who die from gun
violence at rates far higher
than other high-income
countries. But the National
Rifle Association and some
Republicans called the
measure a political trap
intended to portray gun-
rights supporters as anti-
women.

The House approved the
bill, 263-158, sending it to
the Senate. Thirty-three
Republicans joined with
Democrats to support the
bill. Rep. Collin Peterson of
Minnesota was the only
Democrat to oppose it.

Louisiana Rep. Steve
Scalise, the second-ranking
House Republican, accused
Speaker Nancy Pelosi of
intentionally allowing the
domestic violence law to
expire in February.

“Nancy Pelosi forced it to
expire so she could use
women as part of some
political leverage,” Scalise
said at a news conference
Thursday. He accused Pel-
osi, D-Calif, of trying to
“use different groups of
people as pawns in her
political game.”

Pelosi said the gun-con-

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

Rep. Debbie Dingell, D-Mich., speaks to media after the
House voted on the Violence Against Women Act.

trol provisions were “com-
mon-sense reforms that
will save lives and that no
one should object to”

Noting past Republican
support for the law, Pelosi
said, “There should be
nothing partisan or politi-
cal about ending the
scourge of domestic vi-
olence and sexual assault,
which one in three women
faces today.”

A spokeswoman for the
NRA said the group “op-
poses domestic violence
and all violent crime.”

“The gun control lobby
and anti-gun politicians are
intentionally politicizing
the Violence Against Wom-
en Act as a smoke screen to
push their gun control
agenda,” said NRA spokes-
woman Jennifer Baker.

The NRA feels so
strongly about the gun-
control provision that it is
evaluating the domestic vi-
olence law as a “key vote”
that will help determine
whether it will back a
member a Congress for
re-election.

Robin Lloyd, managing
director of a gun-control
group founded by former
Rep. Gabby Giffords, said
up to half of all domestic
violence victims are abused
by a dating partner, rather
than a spouse or live-in
boyfriend.

Lloyd called the gun-
control amendment “truly
a lifesaving provision,” add-

ing that gaps in federal law
allowing abusers and stalk-
ers to obtain guns are “a key
driver of the staggering
levels of lethal violence
against women in the U.S”
An estimated 4.5 million
women have been threat-
ened with a gun by an
intimate partner, and
nearly 1 million women
alive today have been shot,
or shot at, by an intimate
partner, Lloyd said.

Under current federal
law, those convicted of do-
mestic abuse can lose their
guns if they are currently or
formerly married to their
victim, live with the victim,
have a child together or are
a victim’s parent or guard-
ian. The proposed amend-
ment would extend the
provision to stalkers and
current or former dating
partners.

If lawmakers are trying
to save lives, “Why would
you not close a simple
loophole that says if some-
one has been convicted of
domestic violence or stalk-
ing that they not have
access to agun?” asked Rep.
Debbie Dingell, D-Mich.

Dingell, who recalls hid-
ing in a closet from her
gun-wielding, mentally ill
father, said she knows what
it’s like to live in a home
where someone “can snap
at a minute’s notice and
suddenly the gun is pointed
at your mother or pointed
atyou.”

Yemenis with plastic containers wait to collect water from a tank in the southwestern
city of Taez. The House voted Thursday to end U.S. support for the Saudi-led war.

Trump likely to veto measure
ending support in Yemen war

BY SUSANNAH GEORGE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
House on Thursday voted
to end American involve-
ment in the Yemen war,
rebuffing the Trump ad-
ministration’s support for
the military campaign led
by Saudi Arabia as Con-
gress for the first time
invoked the War Powers
Resolution to try and stop a
foreign conflict.

The measure now heads
to President Donald
Trump, who is expected to
veto it, with the White
House citing “serious con-
stitutional concerns.”

Congress lacks the votes
to override him.

House approval came on
a 247-175 vote. The Senate
vote was 54-46 on March
13.

“The president will have
to face the reality that
Congress is no longer going
to ignore its constitutional
obligations when it comes
to foreign policy,” said
Democratic Rep. Eliot En-
gel of New York, chairman
of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee.

Engel said the humani-
tarian crisis in Yemen trig-
gered by the war “demands
moral leadership.”

The war in Yemen is in
its fifth year. Thousands of

people have been killed and
millions are on the brink of
starvation. The United Na-
tions has called the situa-
tion in Yemen the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis.

The top Republican on
the committee, Texas Rep.
Michael McCaul, acknowl-
edged the dire situation in
Yemen for civilians, but
spoke out in opposition to
the bill, saying it was an
abuse of the War Powers
Resolution.

“This radical interpreta-
tion has implications far
beyond Saudi Arabia,” Mc-
Caul said. He warned that
the measure could “disrupt
US. security cooperation
agreements with more
than 100 countries.”

Democrats overcame a
GOP attempt to divide the
majority party through a
procedural motion involv-
ing Israel just minutes be-
fore the Yemen vote.

Republicans wanted to
amend the Yemen bill with
language condemning the
international boycott
movement and efforts to
delegitimize Israel. Demo-
crats argued the amend-
ment would kill the Yemen
resolution, and most of
them voted against the Is-
rael measure.

“This is about politics,
this is about trying to drive
a wedge into this caucus

where it does not belong;”
said Rep. Ted Deutch, D-
Fla,, said to applause from
Democrats.

Deutch described the
boycott movement as
“economic warfare” but
called on lawmakers to vote
against the amendment.

“The Jewish community
also has a history of stand-
ing up against atrocities like
the humanitarian crisis in
Yemen. My colleagues are
trying to block us from
standing in support of hu-
man rights,” he said.

Opposition to the Saudi-
led war in Yemen gathered
support last year in the
aftermath of the killing of
U.S.-based journalist Jamal
Khashoggi.

The Washington Post
columnist was killed in
October by agents of the
kingdom, a close U.S. part-
ner, while he was in the
Saudi Consulate in Istan-
bul. U.S. intelligence agen-
cies and lawmakers believe
that Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman or-
dered the murder of
Khashoggi, who had writ-
ten articles critical of the
kingdom.

Lawmakers from both
parties have scrutinized
US.-Saudi ties and criti-
cized Trump for not con-
demning Saudi Arabia
strongly enough.
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S. Korea pays for huge U.S. base

Ally footed nearly all
of the $10.7B cost for
sprawling facility

By DAvID S. CLOUD
Los Angeles Times

CAMP HUMPHREYS,
South Korea — The new
golf course and clubhouse
will open in April. Along
MacArthur Circle, 23 stone-
clad villas reserved for
American generals are fin-
ished, as are five apartment
towers for military families.

Over by an airfield that
buzzes day and night with
Blackhawk and Chinook
helicopters stands the glass-
and-brick headquarters for
U.S. Forces Korea — the
four-star command that
transferred here last June
from Seoul, an hour’s drive
north.

Construction is finished
on the grenade launcher
range, the tank driving
course and 41 barracks
buildings. The new combat
hospital is supposed to be
ready by December. And if
war ever breaks out with
North Korea, there’s a rail
depot to rush armored vehi-
cles into the fight.

The US. military isn’t
drawing down at this 3,600-
acre Army base, as Presi-
dent Donald Trump some-
times seems to favor. It’s
building up, creating one of
the Pentagon’s largest and
most modern overseas fa-
cilities.

A decadelong construc-
tion blitz — mostly paid for
by South Korea — has
turned a sleepy airfield into
a gated mini-metropolis for
U.S. troops, dependents and
contractors who were once
scattered at multiple bases
in Seoul and near the De-
militarized Zone dividing
the Korean Peninsula.

“We have created a new
city, the newest, most mod-
ern facility in the United
States Army,” said Paul Stu-
art, the deputy to the garri-
son commander at the base.

But there is pervasive
uncertainty about the fu-
ture of the U.S. military here
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U.S. Army Camp Humphreys is a 3,600-acre base south of Seoul and is home to 33,000 military and civilian personnel.

owing to Trump’s seem-
ingly unshakable distaste
for basing troops in any host
country that, in his reckon-
ing, fails to pay enough for
what he calls American
protection.

He has regularly put
longtime ally South Korea
in that group. Although
Trump has said a pullout or
drawdown of the 28,500
U.S. troops here is not on the
table in his stalled nuclear
negotiations with North
Korea, the White House has
pressured Seoul to pay con-
siderably more.

That has left even senior
American officers unsure
whether withdrawals might
be coming if South Korea
does not comply.

“We’re here and we feel
like we’re going to be here
for quite a while unless we
hear otherwise,” said a sen-
ior U.S. officer, who asked
not to be identified to speak
candidly. “We’ll see”

White House officials re-
cently floated a proposal
called “cost plus 50,” under
which some allies would be

asked to pay the full cost of
U.SS. troops on their terri-
tory, along with 50 percent
more. After the idea was
leaked, acting Defense Sec-
retary Patrick Shanahan
told Congress it would not
be implemented.

South Korean officials
and Korea experts in the
United States point out that
Seoul already pays more
than $900 million a year.
That’s at least 50 percent of
the cost of the U.S. military
presence and more than
almost any other U.S. ally.
South Korea also built and
paid for almost the entire
$10.7 billion expansion at
Camp Humphreys.

Hoping to mollify
Trump, Seoul also has
stepped up its purchases of
U.S.-made weapons, war-
planes and other equip-
ment, making it one of the
top buyers of American
military hardware.

The total military and
civilian population at the
base now stands at 33,000,
nearly tripling since 2012.
The crush of soldiers and

the families is causing early-
morning traffic backups at
the gates and lines at the
only gas station on post.

An additional 10,000 are
expected within a few
years, once three more
apartment towers are com-
pleted.

Three headquarters
buildings were occupied in
the last year by the U.S. 2nd
Infantry Division, U.S. 8th
Army, and South Korean
forces, which overlook the
base’s 8,124-foot runway.

Along with the military
facilities, the base hosts a
suburban-style mall with a
Starbucks, a Taco Bell and a
well-stocked post-ex-
change, 24-hour gyms, a
bowling alley, two movie
theaters, a community pool
with a two-story waterslide
and soon-to-open minimart
with a second gas station.

Enrollment at the on-
base high school topped
500 this year, the highest
ever. There’s even a building
to house the 8th Army band.

“The base is huge,” said
Lt. Col. Junel Jeffrey, an

officer in the 2nd Infantry
Division. “It’s like being in
America, but a really, really
nice America”

The facilities don’t differ
substantially from those in
recently expanded military
bases in the United States —
only in this case American
taxpayers didn’t foot the
bill.

“Those who complain
about the cost of American
troops overseas don’t real-
ize that the same troops
would be even more expen-
sive if deployed in the
United States. And of
course, Washington would
no longer receive compen-
sation from our allies;” said
Bruce Klingner, a former
CIA analyst on Korea who
now works at the Heritage
Foundation, a self-de-
scribed conservative think
tank in Washington.

Congress grew SO wor-
ried about Trump’s threats
against longtime allies that
last year it approved a provi-
sion barring him from re-
ducing troop levels in South
Korea below 22,000 this

year unless he certifies to
lawmakers that it is in U.S.
national security interests.

Separate from Seoul’s
spending at Camp
Humphreys, the two gov-
ernments signed a new
agreement in February obli-
gating Seoul to pay $923
million in 2019 toward U.S.
military costs, an 8 percent
increase over last year.

The deal only came to-
gether after Trump admin-
istration officials backed
down from demands for as
much as a 50 percent in-
crease. But negotiators
could only reach a one-year
agreement, instead of the
usual five years. So talks on
the next annual payment
are likely to resume soon
and are even more fraught.

Located along the
Anseong River outside the
industrial city of Pyeong-
taek, much of Camp
Humphreys was rice pad-
dies two decades ago.

Construction was sup-
posed to be finished in 2008
but the completion date
slipped repeatedly, partly
because millions of tons of
earth had to be trucked in to
fill flood-prone bottom
land.

The site has the military
virtue of being well south of
the heavily fortified DMZ,
putting U.S. troops sta-
tioned there out of range of
all but the longest-range
North Korean artillery and
rockets, Army officers say.

Outside the base gates,
the coming of the Ameri-
cans has meant a windfall
for civilian businesses.
Bars, vape shops and
American-themed restau-
rants line the narrow
streets, along with real
estate brokers who adver-
tise their services to sol-
diers living off-post with
storefront pictures of smil-
ing blond-haired families.

Under an agreement
with South Korea, 60 per-
cent of the personnel as-
signed to the post are sup-
posed to live off-post in
private housing, a measure
aimed at benefiting the local
economy.

U.S. absences raise questions
about the effectiveness of G-7

BY THOMAS ADAMSON
AND SYLVIE CORBET
Associated Press

PARIS — Two key U.S.
officials — Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo and
Homeland Security Secre-
tary Kirstjen Nielsen — are
skipping meetings in
France this week as the
Group of Seven countries
gather to try to find solu-
tions to world security
challenges.

The move raises ques-
tions about the G-7’s effec-
tiveness at solving some of
the international issues it
has deemed crucial, includ-
ing fighting terrorism and
human trafficking.

A lunch focusing on mi-
gration issues and human
trafficking kicked off the
G-7 interior ministers’
meetings Thursday in Par-
is.

France, which took over
the G-7’s presidency in Jan-
uary, is hosting the two-day
meeting, which overlaps
with a summit of G-7 for-
eign ministers Friday and
Saturday in the French
Atlantic resort of Dinard.

President  Donald
Trump has made no secret
of his disdain for the G-7,
especially since Russia was
pushed out of the gathering
of major world economies
after its annexation of
Crimea in 2014. In addition
to the U.S., the G-7 includes
Britain, Canada, France,
Germany, Italy and Japan.

Pompeo is in Washing-
ton this week, far from
French shores, hosting
NATO’s foreign ministers
to mark the alliance’s 70th
anniversary. Nielsen is stay-
ing behind to deal with
domestic border issues.

Canadian Foreign Min-
ister Chrystia Freeland,
meanwhile, announced she
is attending both the NATO
meeting in Washington and
the G-7 summit in Dinard.

Still, alliances are fraying
everywhere, even at NATO
as Pompeo shines a spot-
light on America’s involve-
ment in the military alli-
ance. NATO Secretary-
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French Interior Minister Christophe Castaner welcomes
U.S. official Claire Grady to a G7 meeting in Paris. She is
standing in for Homeland Security chief Kirstjen Nielsen.

General Jens Stoltenberg
acknowledged internal
NATO disagreements this
week on trade, climate
change and the Iran nucle-
ar deal, but insisted the 29
allies are united in their
commitment to defend
each other.

U.S. Homeland Security
official Claire Grady is
standing in for Nielsen at
the interior ministers’
meetings and Deputy Sec-
retary of State John J.
Sullivan will stand in for
Pompeo.

Sullivan will discuss “a
broad range of issues, in-
cluding the deteriorating
situation in Venezuela, de-
stabilizing Iranian behavior
in the Middle East, the
responsible conduct of
states in cyberspace, and
the final denuclearization
of North Korea,” the State
Department said.

It said these conversa-
tions will “set the stage” for
the Aug. 25-27 G-7 summit
that France will host in the
southwestern city of Bi-
arritz.

Last June, Trump roiled
the G-7 meeting in Canada
by first agreeing to a group
statement on trade only to
withdraw from it while
complaining that he had
been blindsided by Canadi-
an Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s criticism of
Trump’s tariff threats. In an
extraordinary set of tweets,

Trump threw the G-7 sum-
mit into disarray.

France’s Foreign Min-
istry listed the main issues
under discussion this week
as cybersecurity, the traf-
ficking of drugs, arms and
migrants in Africa’s trou-
bled Sahel region, and
fighting gender inequality.
That includes ways to pre-
vent rape and violence
against women, especially
in Africa.

Thursday’s discussions
focused on how to deal
with citizens who have

joined Islamic State mili-

tants in Syria and Irag, as
well as their wives and
children. Many IS fighters
have been captured and
imprisoned in those coun-
tries.

The problem has grown
more urgent since Trump
announced his intention to
reduce the US. military
presence in Syria.

The U.S. has called for
countries to take back their
citizens and put them on
trial, if necessary, but West-
ern countries have largely
refused to do so.

The G-7 interior min-
isters also discussed ways
to fight terrorism and ex-
tremism on the internet —
possibly by imposing more
regulations on internet gi-
ants— in the presence of
representatives of Face-
book, Twitter, Google and
Microsoft.

Pompeo calls for NATO unity
amid steps to counter Russia

By MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
NATO foreign ministers
approved a series of mea-
sures aimed at countering
Russia in the Black Sea
region, an agreement that
comes amid public rifts
between the United States
and several of the other 28
members on security and
trade issues.

In a meeting in Washing-
ton to mark the 70th anni-
versary of NATO, the min-
isters agreed to provide
Georgia and Ukraine with
increased maritime co-
operation, patrols and port
visits. Both countries have
faced Russian aggression
and have aspirations to join
the alliance.

The NATO ministers
also renewed demands for
Russia to end its annex-
ation of Crimea, release
Ukrainian sailors and ships
it seized in a confrontation
last year in the Sea of Azov,
and respect the Intermedi-
ate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty. The U.S. announced
it will withdraw from the
1987 treaty in August unless
Russia returns to compli-
ance.

But a dispute between
the U.S. and Turkey over
the Turks’ planned pur-
chase of a Russian air de-
fense system, U.S. demands
for allies, particularly Ger-
many, to boost military
spending, and a row with
Canada over tariffs hung
over the ceremony at the
State Department.

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo appealed for the
allies to stand together to
confront challenges from
Russia, China and Iran. He
hailed NATO’s deterrence
of the Soviet Union during
the Cold War and said the
alliance was well posi-
tioned to move forward as
it confronts new and evolv-
ing challenges.

“We have rightly sought
peace through strength
here at NATO,” Pompeo
said. “We must continue to
do so, especially in this new

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo appeals Thursday for
NATO to confront challenges from China, Iran and Russia.

era of great power competi-
tion from Russia, from
China and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.”

Addressing those chal-
lenges and others such as
terrorism, cybercrime, un-
controlled migration,
threats to energy security
and new technologies will
require enhanced re-
sources, he said. He also
renewed a warning that the
U.S. might have to curtail
intelligence cooperation
with countries that rely on
Chinese communications
technology.

Pompeo said every
NATO member had an ob-
ligation to explain to its
citizens the need to in-
crease their defense
budgets and rejected what
he called “tired excuses”
about public opposition to
such spending.

“We’re very hopeful that
they will get it right, that
they will understand that it
is important for our collec-
tive defense,” he told re-
porters later, referring to
Germany.

NATO Secretary-Gen-
eral Jens Stoltenberg, in an
address to Congress on
Wednesday and again on
Thursday, acknowledged
divisions within the alli-
ance and called for bigger
military budgets.

President  Donald
Trump has questioned the
value of the alliance and
criticized some members

for not spending enough on
defense.

Pompeo did not address
the spat with Turkey in his
remarks, but in a Wednes-
day meeting with Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu he had made
clear Washington’s dis-
pleasure with Ankara for
insisting it would go ahead
with plans to buy Russia’s
advanced S-400 system in-
stead of the American Pa-
triot system.

In a sign of rising ten-
sions between the two
capitals, Turkey’s foreign
ministry disputed the State
Department’s account of
the meeting, which said
Pompeo had warned of
“potentially devastating
consequences” of uni-
lateral Turkish military ac-
tion in northern Syria as
well as consequences for
buying the S-400.

The ministry said the
account failed to accurately
reflect the content of the
discussion.

Asked about the Turkish
complaint, Pompeo said he
had reread the account and
it was “spot on.” “I stand by
every word of it,” he said,
adding that the Turks were
well aware of the US.
position.

The Trump administra-
tion is threatening to stop
delivery to Turkey of the
newest U.S. fighter jet, the
F-35, if the S-400 purchase
is completed.
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Scientists say the well-nigh indestructible
tardigrades may hold lessons for our survival

BY SETH BORENSTEIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Earth’s ultimate survivors
can weather extreme heat,
cold, radiation and even the
vacuum of space. Now the
U.S. military hopes these
tiny critters called tardi-
grades can teach us about
true toughness.

These animals are pip-
squeaks, only about the size
of a period. Under a micro-
scope they look like some
combination of chubby bear
and single-eyed alien. And
they are the closest life gets
to indestructible.

No water? No worries.
tardigrades survive. Antarc-
tic cold, 300-degree heat, a
lack of oxygen, even puni-
shing radiation doesn’t stop
these animals. They are so
resilient in the face of so
many dangers that scien-
tists think their unique biol-
ogy may hold clues to how
we can make crops more
resistant to drought, better
preserve blood and medi-
cines, and even make more
effective sunscreen.

When the going gets
tough for tardigrades, they
curl up, dry out and wait.
Then, when the environ-
ment gets better and they
get water, they spring back
to life.

Scientists say they can

stay dormant for decades
before reanimating.

In 2007, scientists put
two species of tardigrades
in containers, launched
them into orbit and opened
them up to cold, airless
space full of punishing radi-
ation from the sun and stars.

“If you were put into that
same thing, you would ex-
plode,” said tardigrade ex-
pert Randy Miller, a biolo-
gist at Baker University in
Kansas. They lived and later
multiplied, and the off-
spring from those tardi-
grade astronauts are still
alive, Miller said.

There are as many as
1,200 species of tardigrades,
and they live all over Earth,
from mountain tops to
ocean depths to driveways.
Not all have the ability to go
dormant and come back to
life.

Speaking from McMurdo
Station in Antarctica, Brig-
ham Young University biol-
ogist Byron Adams said he
can walk a few hundred
yards outside and find tardi-
grades. He called them the
tigers of inland Antarctica,
near the top of the limited
food chain, eating algae and
aquatic plants.

Miller said tardigrades
seem to be the first animals
on Earth to have evolved
legs, and, sure enough, they
look like a first draft: The

rear two legs face backward
while the front six face
forward.

If they are hurt when
they are in an active phase
and can’t go into survival
mode, they die like other
creatures. But they don’t
have a circulatory system or
a skeleton, so that allows
them to curl up in a hyper-
survival mode called
“cryptobiosis.”

Not all come back from
suspended animation,
Miller said. But overall, they
survive, even living through
Earth’s five mass extinc-
tions.

University of North Car-
olina biologist Thomas
Boothby wanted to know
how they manage to survive
in “environments we think
of asbeingimpossible to live
in” So he isolated the genes
that activate when tardi-
grades go into cryptobiosis.

Boothby engineered
those genes into yeast and
says their tolerance to
drought increased 100-fold.
He hopes the genes could
also help crops better sur-
vive drought.

In December, the De-
fense Department’s long-
term research arm gave
Boothby a nearly $5 million
grant to figure out what in
tardigrade genes might help
human health.

The idea is to see if the
tricks that tardigrades use
to protect themselves when
they dry can be used to
protect vaccines and human

WILLIAM MILLER/AP
Tardigrades, also known as water bears, are about the size of a period but are able to survive extreme conditions.

Tiny critter is 1 tough bugger

blood, Boothby said.

Boothby hopes to make
bags of blood last longer
than the current six weeks
and allow them to be stored
in a dried state so soldiers
can take their own blood
supply to battle or ambulan-
ces can carry more. They
could also potentially help
preserve organs or damaged
tissue.

Japanese scientists are
studying whether tardi-
grade proteins could help
them come up with a better
sunscreen to protect against
ultraviolet rays. A 2016
study showed that human
cells augmented with a
DNA protein unique to
tardigrades reduced radi-
ation damage in prelimi-
nary lab tests.

Tardigrades are so other-
worldly that some theorize
that they could exist on
planets outside the solar
system. Harvard astrono-
mer Avi Loeb said “they
could survive an impact by a
rock and they could poten-
tially be brought from an-
other planet” to Earth.

Loeb and colleagues de-
cided to see if life on Earth
could survive some of the
worst cosmic calamities. So
they looked look at the
hearty tardigrades, con-
cluding that the water bears
could survive most end-of-
the-world scenarios, like a
giant asteroid crash, cosmic
ray burst or nearby super-
nova — everything short of
our sun blinking out.
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Epidemic
Salamanders also at
risk from pathogen

By JASON BITTEL
The Washington Post

There is a plague ripping
through the amphibian
species of the world. It’s
caused by fungus that’s in-
visible to the naked eye and
spreads easily by many
means. It kills by disrupting
the way these creatures
breathe through their skin,
essentially suffocating frogs
and salamanders.

The disease is called
chytridiomycosis, and ac-
cording to a landmark study
published in the journal
Science, it’s even worse
than we thought.

Scientists once estimated
that about 200 species of
frogs and salamanders have
been harmed by the disease,
but the new study con-
cludes that chytrid fungus
has contributed to declines
in at least 501 amphibian
species. Ninety of the
species are thought to have
gone extinct because of the
epidemic. Populations in
tropical Australia, Central
and South American seem
to be hit hardest, though
Africa, Europe, and North
America are also affected.

According to this new
accounting, the epidemic
has caused the biggest loss
of biodiversity of any re-
corded disease.

“It’s a staggering thing to
consider,” said Jonathan
Kolby, one of the study’s
authors and a herpetologist
specializing in conservation
and wildlife diseases at
James Cook University in
Australia. “We’ve never be-
fore had a single disease
that had the power to make
multiple species extinct, on
multiple continents, all at

killing off frogs, says new study

the same time.”

Carly Muletz Wolz, a
molecular pathogen scien-
tist at the Smithsonian Na-
tional Zoo’s Center for Con-
servation Genomics, said
she wasn’t surprised by the
findings, but that it was
important to finally see the
the problem quantified.

“This is the newest, best
estimate on where things
stand,” said Muletz Wolz,
who was not involved in the
study. “And it’s probably
even worse than this.”

The scope of the chytrid
fungus onslaught on the
amphibian world, which
began in the 1980s, is un-
precedented. West Nile
Virus, which is now a well-
known pathogen, affects 23
bird species. The fungus
laying waste to bat popula-
tions across North America
is attacking six species.

“Youwve got hundreds if
not thousands of frog
species that could go ex-
tinct, and they’re getting
much less attention from a
global health perspective,”
said Kolby.

Scientists suspect that
the chytrid fungus lineage
that has been ravaging frog
populations became more
virulent in the 1980s after it
hybridized with another
lineage.

And when more people
transport infected amphib-
ians across the world for the
pet trade, there is more
opportunity for spread of
the fungus and additional
hybridizations.

In 2013 scientists discov-
ered a species of chytrid
that goes after salamanders,
called Batrachochytrium
salamandrivorans. This
species has not made its
way into the United States,
and in 2016, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service
banned imports of 201 high-

risk species of salamander
in an effort to prevent future
outbreaks.

There are no such re-
strictions regarding trade in
frogs.

“I think Canada really
one-upped us,” said Muletz
Wolz. “They just said you
can’t import any amphib-
ians into Canada anymore.
They just totally banned it
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Staff and news services

Amazon’s Jeff Bezos and wife
MacKenzie finalize divorce

NEW YORK — Amazon
said Thursday that found-
er and CEO Jeff Bezos has
finalized his divorce with
wife MacKenzie, who will
end up with a 4 percent
stake in the company
worth about $35 billion.

In a tweet, MacKenzie
Bezos said she is giving
Jeff Bezos all her interest
in The Washington Post,
the newspaper that he
bought in 2013, and Blue
Origin, the space explo-
ration company he
founded.

The Bezoses, who have
four children, first an-
nounced they were di-
vorcing in January, just
before the National En-
quirer published a story
that said Jeff Bezos was
having an affair with a
former TV host. He later
accused the tabloid’s pub-
lisher of threatening to
publish explicit photos of
him unless he stopped
investigating how the En-
quirer obtained private
messages between himself
and his lover.

GETTY-AFP

Riot police and migrants clash outside a camp near Thessaloniki, Greece, on Thursday.
Hundreds of people inside the camp pressed to leave after anonymous social media calls
directed them to walk to Greece’s northern border and pass into the rest of Europe.

Mormons repealing ban on
baptisms for gay parents’ kids

SALT LAKE CITY —
The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints
on Thursday repealed
rules banning baptisms for
children of gay parents
and making same-sex
marriage a sin eligible for
expulsion — marking a
reversal of policies con-
demned as jarring detours
from a push by the faith to
be more compassionate
about LGBTQ issues.

The 2015 rules that
were approved by global

church leaders had pro-
hibited baptisms for chil-
dren living with gay par-
ents until the children
turned 18 and disavowed
same-sex relationships.
With the change, chil-
dren of gay parents can
now be baptized as long as
their parents approve the
baptisms and acknowl-
edge that the children will
be taught church doctrine,
the church said in a state-
ment from its highest
leadership group.

Trump: U.S., China ‘rounding
the turn’ in trade negotiations

WASHINGTON —
President Donald Trump
said Thursday that the
U.S. and China are “round-
ing the turn” in a lengthy
negotiation over trade and
predicted that “something
monumental” could be
announced in a matter of
weeks.

“We have a ways to go
but not very far” Trump
said during an Oval Office
appearance with both
countries’ negotiating
teams.

Vice Premier Liu He,
China’s top trade negotia-
tor, agreed, telling Trump
that “because of your di-
rect involvement, we do
have great progress” The
talks resume Friday.

The US. and Chinese
negotiators on Wednes-
day began their ninth
round of talks to resolve
the dispute over American
allegations that Beijing is
using predatory tactics to
challenge U.S. technolog-
ical dominance.

Army commander in eastern
Libya orders forces to Tripoli

BENGHAZI, Libya —
Libyan army commander
Khalifa Hifter on Thursday
ordered his forces to march
on Tripoli, the capital of the
U.N.-backed government,
sparking fears of a major
showdown with rival mili-
tias.

The order to his Libya
National Army posted in an
audio recording online
came as UN. Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
visited the North African
country and issued “a very
strong appeal for all mili-
tary movements to stop.”

Hifter also put at risk
upcoming peace talks be-
tween Libyan rivals bro-

kered by the U.N. aimed at
drawing a road map for
new elections.

The 2011 NATO-sup-
ported uprising that top-
pled and later killed long-
time dictator Moammar
Gadhafi led to chaos in
Libya. The country has
been split between rival
governments in the east
and west and an array of
mostly Islamic militias
fighting over power and oil
fields.

Hifter is allied with the
east-based administration
at odds with the UN.-
backed government based
in Tripoli.

Hifter described his

forces’ move as a “victori-
ous march” to “shake the
lands under the feet of the
unjust bunch.”

Hifter urged his forces to
enter the city peacefully
and only raise their weap-
ons “in the face of those
who seek injustice and pre-
fer confrontation and fight-
ing”

Secretary-General
Guterres not only urged a
halt to military movements
but appealed for “contain-
ment, calm” and “military
and political and verbal
de-escalation — and the
recognition that there is no
military solution for the
problems in Libya.”

Rep. Tim Ryan joins crowded Democratic field

WASHINGTON — Rep.
Tim Ryan of Ohio an-
nounced a presidential bid
Thursday, emphasizing ed-
ucation, health care and the
economy as he joined a
large, diverse group of
Democrats looking to take
on President Donald
Trump in 2020.

In his first television

interview as a candidate,
Ryan cast himself as a
“progressive who knows
how to talk to working-
class people” and said he
could win back Rust Belt
states lost to Trump in the
2016 election.

“That means Donald
Trump is going back to
Mar-a-Lago full time,”

Ryan said during an ap-
pearance on ABC.

Ryan, 45, is one of the
younger candidates in the
field. He ran an unsuccess-
ful campaign against Rep.
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.,, for
House speaker in 2018 and
has long positioned himself
as an advocate for blue-
collar workers.

Artist-creator
of pictures for
painting by the
numbers dies

TOLEDO, Ohio — The
artist who created the first
paint-by-numbers pic-
tures and helped turn the
kits into an American sen-
sation during the 1950s
has died, his family con-
firmed.

Dan Robbins’ son says
his father died Monday in
Sylvania, Ohio. He was 93.

Robbins came up with
the idea for paint-by-num-
bers photos in the 1940s
while working for the Pal-
mer Paint Co. in Detroit.

He remembered hear-
ing that Leonardo da Vinci
would use numbered
backgrounds for his stu-
dents and decided to try it.

By 1955, the company
was selling 20 million kits
ayear.

Sales dropped sharply
within a few years.

The Smithsonian Insti-
tution celebrated the
paint-by-numbers craze
and its impact with a 2001
exhibition at the National
Museum of American
History

In Washington: Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
Thursday he is recom-
mending Herman Cain, a
political ally and former
presidential candidate, for
a seat on the Federal
Reserve Board.

“T’ve told my folks that’s
the man,” Trump told re-
porters in the Oval Office,
saying that Cain is cur-
rently going through back-
ground checks before a
formal nomination.

Cain, a former CEO of
Godfather’s Pizza, ran for
the 2012 Republican pres-
idential nomination but
dropped out after allega-
tions of sexual harassment
and infidelity.

Cain served for a num-
ber of years on the board
of directors of the Fed’s
Kansas City regional bank
and has also been critical
of the central bank’s poli-
cies.
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With only two members voting “no,” the
Illinois House on Thursday sent to the
Senate a bill creating an elected school
board for Chicago Public Schools starting
in 2023. The idea is popular among Chi-
cago residents.

But for many reasons, it’s a bad idea. We
urge the Senate to kill this, as it has in the
past. And we applaud those two House
members — Avery Bourne, R-Raymond,
and Joe Sosnowski, R-Rockford — for their
“no” votes Thursday.

Does anyone think a 21-member
school board would be an effective form
of governance? Could board members even
agree on what to order for lunch? The bill
creates 20 districts across the city from
which voters would choose one school
board member each. The 21st member
would be elected at large and serve as
board president.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Robert
Martwick, D-Chicago, would expire the
terms of the seven current mayoral ap-
pointees of the Board of Education in May
2023.

We understand the momentum behind
the idea. CPS is in trouble, begging for
more taxpayer dollars and shedding stu-
dents by the thousands each year. It has
grown increasingly difficult to defend the
current mayor-appointed school board
model, given CPS’ rocky finances, reckless
borrowing, a bribery scandal and question-
able student outcomes. The corruption
conviction of former CPS CEO Barbara
Byrd-Bennett, who reported to federal
prison in 2017 to serve a 41/2-year sentence,
certainly serves as justification to switch
up the current model. Byrd-Bennett went
to prison for scheming to collect bribes
from a former employer whom she slid
into a lucrative CPS contract. The seven

EDITORIALS

Why an elected CPS board would
be worse than the flawed status quo

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Switching to a 21-member elected school board could well put the Chicago Teachers Union in charge of Chicago Public Schools.

members of the appointed school board
approved the deal with few, if any, ques-
tions asked. They dropped the ball.

But we stand by the original intent of
the 1995 school reform law that put the
mayor of Chicago in charge of the schools,
via the appointed school board. The ar-
rangement forces accountability within the
school system. There’s one person to praise
— or blame — for CPS’ performance.
There’s one person to execute bold and
unpopular initiatives; here we often cite
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s difficult but nec-
essary decision to close 49 underutilized
and underperforming schools as one exam-
ple.

The appointed board also protects tax-
payers by giving them a seat at the table. If
the city switches to an elected board, the
Chicago Teachers Union would presum-
ably push hard to elect union-friendly
members. CTU has the manpower, the
money and the motivation to help shape a
school board to its liking. Then who would
negotiate costly CTU contracts on behalf of
taxpayers? An elected board could well put
a public employee union in charge of Chi-
cago schools — with board members hos-
tile to charters, to cost-cutting, to change
that disrupts school employees. CTU gives
generous lip service to the children in
classrooms, but the union’s Job One is
advocating for its adult members.

Supporters argue that every other school
district in the state operates with an
elected board. That’s true — but not with a
21-member board, and often not efficiently.
Look at suburban schools’ property tax
levies. Look at Illinois districts’ growing
debts. Many districts spend lavishly be-
cause their board members are more con-
cerned with placating administrators and
teachers. Just ask Illinois property taxpay-
ers.

Think about that, senators, as you weigh
your vote on this bill. Not only would a
21-member school board clog up a school
system already buried in bureaucracy, it
would decrease accountability in a system
desperate for it.

However long it takes, get the Lincoln Yards TIF right

Approval of the $6 billion Lincoln Yards
megaproject, which would transform
dormant industrial land along the Chicago
River, is in the home stretch. On Monday,
the City Council’s Finance Committee is
slated to vote on the creation of a $1.3 bil-
lion TIF district to pay for infrastructure
the project needs — new roads, bridges and
mass transit to accommodate all the new
residents, jobs and traffic Lincoln Yards
will produce.

On Wednesday, the TIF proposal is
scheduled to go to the full council for a vote.

We have always regarded Lincoln Yards’
overall impact as a boon for Chicago:
23,000 new jobs, and an estimated yearly
economic output of $4.5 billion. Healthy
cities grow and evolve. Lincoln Yards con-
firms Chicago’s dynamism.

But we’ve also reminded developer
Sterling Bay and Lincoln Yards’ biggest
City Hall advocate, Mayor Rahm Emanuel,
that a project with that kind of scale — 14.5
million square feet of commercial and
residential space — requires community
buy-in. Want to be a good neighbor? Heed
what residents have to say.

On several points, Sterling Bay acqui-

esced. A soccer stadium was cut from the
project. So was a sprawling entertainment
district. The developer doubled the
amount of affordable housing first envi-
sioned. Nearby residents complained about
building heights — Sterling Bay scaled
them back. Those changes and others
warranted our thumbs-up when the coun-
cil’s Zoning Committee approved the proj-
ect in mid-March.

The creation of a TIF district is another
important part of the Lincoln Yards plan.
Approval shouldn’t be rushed.

Tax increment financing districts can
help launch economic growth, but they
also can be abused as tax dollar giveaways
to developers and businesses. Property
taxes collected by local taxing bodies
within the TIF are frozen for up to 23
years. New tax dollars generated by rising
property values within the TIF are sup-
posed to be reinvested into improvements
inside the TIF district. Meanwhile, taxpay-
ers citywide make up for the dollars di-
verted into the TIF.

Here, taxpayer money would pay for
Lincoln Yards road and transit infrastruc-
ture, improvements that would benefit all

people in the area but give a big helping
hand to Sterling Bay.

Included in the proposed TIF is a re-
vamp of the nightmarish intersection at
Ashland, Elston and Armitage avenues, an
extension of The 606 elevated trail and a
new Metra train station. But much remains
unanswered. Will the TIF include the
North Branch Park Preserve, a 24-acre
riverfront park long sought after by area
residents? Would that be a public park,
accessible to the rest of the city? A bigger
question: Is the $1.3 billion figure the right
amount or is it an overly generous give-
away? Last month the Community Devel-
opment Commission, a mayor-appointed
panel that reviews the creation of TIF
districts, signed off on a $900 million TIF
with an understanding the ultimate cost
could be $1.3 billion. Obviously the less
money taxpayers must commit to this TTF,
the better.

An important question for aldermen
about Monday’s vote: Why the rush? More
time to nail down details and negotiate
needs vs. wants will help ensure the city
gets the best return on its support for, and
investment in, this project. One lesson of

Lincoln Yards is that City Hall has leverage.
Sterling Bay has been willing to modify its
proposal to win approvals. Think back on
debacles like the city’s slapdash parking
meter deal for a contrasting scenario. The
Lincoln Yards deal has gone under the
microscope, but the TIF financing aspect
has gotten less attention.

If it takes six more days, or six weeks or
six months to make this TIF as smart as
possible for Chicago, that should be the
timing. Mayor-elect Lori Lightfoot, who
takes office May 20, believes she and the
new council should make the decisions on
Lincoln Yards. We understand her interest,
but calling for a delay in City Hall duties on
account of lame ducks shouldn’t become
the order of the day. This project’s been in
the works for a long time and it should get
its approvals when they are deserved. If a
ticking clock on the Emanuel adminis-
tration concentrates the minds of Sterling
Bay executives and secures a better deal for
Chicago, well, that would be a good out-
come.

The point is that Lincoln Yards and its
TIF need to benefit all Chicagoans, many
years into the future.

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

give them money. It’s very simple.” ...

On March 21, President Trump issued an execu-
tive order supporting free speech on campus.
“Under the guise of ‘speech codes’ and ‘safe spaces’
and ‘trigger warnings, universities have tried to
restrict free thought, impose total conformity and
shut down the voices of great young Americans,”
he said at a White House ceremony. “If a college or
university doesn’t allow you to speak, we will not

It is too early to say how much good the presi-
dent’s executive order will do, but it was long past
time for the federal government to face up to the

SCOTT STANTIS

90,
NO
MORE
HAIR

SNIFFING P,

rot of political correctness and intolerance that is
subverting the American educational establish-
ment. There are some points of light. The so-called
Chicago Statement, for example, named for a dec-
laration of principle from the University of Chi-
cago, embraces open and robust debate even about
subjects that “some or even by most members of
the University community (find) offensive, unwise,
immoral, or wrong-headed.” Several institutions
have endorsed that document. But many others,
including some of the most prestigious, reject it
outright. ...

That (the effect of Trump’s declaration) is likely
to be more hortatory than coercive may be an
advantage, not a liability, since serious reform of
these institutions will come about not from the
imposition of a law but a change of heart. The
prospect of losing federal dollars is one sort of
incentive.

Roger Kimball, The Wall Street Journal

ey
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Lori Lightfoot celebrates her election victory with supporters Tuesday. She should conjure the rhetorical voice she found that night to address the city’s fiscal ills.

Lightfoot’s election night speech was one
to savor — but what’s really possible?

BY DAVID GREISING

Lori Lightfoot showed a side of
herself on election night that we
hadn’t seen before.

When she dropped the hard shell of
campaign rhetoric, as if stepping out of

a suit of armor, something surprising
and powerful emerged. With religious
overtones, warm memories of her
parents, an expression of love to her
wife and daughter, even a moment
where she asked all at her victory
party to join hands in a show of unity;,
Lightfoot showed she can command a
stage — and perhaps lead an unruly
city.
To watch Lightfoot on Tuesday
night was to observe a citizen-turned-
politician who is mastering the art of
rallying a crowd around her ideas and
force of will.

Lightfoot touched on many of the
aspirations the people of Chicago
share with her. She talked about not
allowing a person’s ZIP code to deter-
mine his or her destiny. She called for
an equitable investment in neighbor-
hoods largely overlooked by the Rahm
Emanuel administration. She promis-
ed stronger schools and even thanked
the teachers who supported her, an
interesting touch given that the Chi-
cago Teachers Union had endorsed
her runoff opponent, Toni Preckwin-
kle, for mayor.

The speech was one to savor. If
Lightfoot can summon that muse
more often, she just might have a shot
at rallying the city around her.

Lightfoot will need that, and more,

need it as she sets out to solve one of
the biggest challenges she’ll face:
Taming the city’s fiscal and pension
crises.

The campaign that just ended
skipped way too lightly over the city’s
dire financial straits. It was as if nei-
ther candidate had any serious an-
swers, so by unspoken pact they
agreed to avoid the subject.

Emanuel may have been a factor in
that. His election-year budget came in
with the smallest deficit of his term, a
$98 million shortfall. Part of that was
due to new revenues Emanuel has
passed: increased property taxes,
higher sewer and utility rates, even a
surcharge to cover the cost of the 911
emergency alert system.

Add it up, and Rahm reduced the
city’s structural budget deficit by
about a quarter during his time in
office. Yet with the structural imbal-
ance still hovering around $9.6 billion
in 2017, when the last count came in,
more must be done.

As if that weren’t trouble enough,
the city’s underfunded pension sys-
tems are about to become a serious
challenge to Chicago’s fiscal health.

The city has $28 billion in unfunded
pension liability, according to an anal-
ysis by the Civic Federation. The fire-
fighters, police and municipal work-
ers’ funds each are less than 30 per-
cent funded — about a third of the 90
percent funding rate considered ac-
ceptable by most financial analysts.

Chicago can’t allow its pension
funds to remain that way forever.
That’s not just a statement of good

A state law requires an estimated
$227 million increase under Light-
foot’s first full-year budget, growing to
a $1.2 billion annual increase by the
time Lightfoot faces re-election.

Assuming Lightfoot doesn’t seek to
wriggle out of that obligation, she will
need to rely on a combination of cost
cuts and revenue increases to begin
addressing the pension problems.

On the cost side, she gamely threw
out a few ideas during the campaign:
Wresting the workers’ comp system
away from City Council, cutting over-
time costs at the Chicago Police De-
partment, creating an office of risk
management to rein in costly police
settlements, combining administration
of the city’s four pension funds.

For all that effort, Lightfoot even by
her own generous estimates expects
no more than $52 million in savings.

On the revenue side, Emanuel has
squeezed pretty hard on the city’s
lemon. People are fatigued by Emanu-
el’s tax and fee increases. But Lightfoot
has admitted she can’t get where she
needs to go without tapping at least
some new sources of revenue.

What possibilities are out there?
The Civic Federation, in a report pub-
lished during the mayoral campaign,
listed just about every idea ever con-
ceived wherever budget wonks have
gathered lately.

Chiefly for purposes of discussion,
the Civic Federation listed them one
by one: a city income tax, consumer
tax and congestion tax. A tax just for
Uber and Lyft riders when they con-
tribute to congestion. Also, taxing

Emerging industries could be taxed
too: marijuana, sports gambling, a city
casino. The Civic Federation even lists
levies that have been floated, then
killed, such as a financial transaction
tax and an employee head tax.

What, no soda tax? Apparently, the
way Preckwinkle got flattened when
she tried to impose one in Cook
County, well that was beyond discus-
sion even in Civic Federation circles.

I mention this mainly to illustrate
the tough choices Lightfoot faces, and
to give a warning of what could come.

The pressure on Lightfoot will be
immense. And well it should be. Pen-
sions are absorbing roughly a quarter
of the city’s revenues. And that share
will grow — and quickly — in the com-
ing years.

The one recommendation worth
making is this: Lightfoot should con-
jure the rhetorical voice she found on
election night and apply it to the fiscal
problems she faces.

Voters gave her a mandate, and a
first year in office is the time for the
toughest choices. That’s the point
when they can do the most good at the
least political cost.

During the campaign, Preckwinkle
repeatedly claimed Lightfoot lacked
the executive experience to run the
city. Lightfoot disagreed. If Lightfoot
can rally people around her ideas for
fixing the city’s fiscal and pension
problems, Lightfoot can prove she was
right.

David Greising is president and chief
executive officer of the Better Govern-

in the days ahead. And she’ll especially

fiscal policy: It’s the law.

services and real estate transfers.

ment Association.

Want to boost voter turnout?
Pay people to cast their ballot

BY ROBERT C. POZEN AND N1icCO MELE

Most Americans are exhausted with
partisanship and want government that
works and that displays a willingness to
compromise. But those without a strong
attachment to a political party tend not to
vote regularly, contributing to greater
polarization. People might vote in presi-
dential elections, when about 60 percent of
eligible Americans vote. Yet fewer than half
vote in midterm elections, and very few
vote in local elections — arguably the elec-
tions with the most direct impact on our
lives. Only about a third of Chicago voters
cast a ballot in Tuesday’s municipal elec-
tion.

It’s understandable that many Republi-
cans and Democrats are dissatisfied with
the state of U.S. politics. But imagine what
would happen if the political middle had
the incentive structure to vote in each
election?

Numerous academic studies and elector-
al analyses show that voting is habit-form-
ing. Once you vote, you are more likely to
vote again — and again and again and
again. The younger you are when you start
voting, the more likely you are to continue
voting regularly.

The 2018 midterms were a high-water
mark for participation by young people. An
astounding 31 percent of eligible voters
between the ages of 18 to 29 cast a ballot on
Election Day, a giant increase from their
voting rate of 21 percent in 2014. But even
those numbers are disturbingly low.

A few countries do have compulsory

voting. Australia, for example, levies fines
on any citizen who does not vote in an
election. But requiring participation would
be a hard sell in the United States with our
traditions of political freedom and choice.

Instead, what if the government offered
cash incentives to vote? Several experi-
ments have shown that such incentives
work to change voting behavior. Fordham
University political scientist Costas
Panagopoulos has researched the impact of
paying cash rewards to people who vote,
conducting two separate studies in Cali-
fornia communities in which voters were
randomly assigned to receive one of two
postcards: a reminder to vote or the option
to receive a financial award for voting. Both
studies found that an incentive of only $25
raised turnout in municipal elections by
almost 5 percent.

Nonprofit organizations in Philadelphia
and Los Angeles have similarly experi-
mented with “lotteries” to incentivize
voting. One lucky voter in Philadelphia
won $10,000 in such a voting lottery; a
different experiment in Los Angeles netted
another voter a $25,000 purse. Both efforts
appeared to meaningfully increase turnout
in local elections.

Based on this data, it’s safe to say that
incentivizing participation early could
nurture a long-term pattern of regular
voting. But how could such an idea be
implemented? The federal government
might offer a refundable tax credit to
young adults who vote twice before age 30.
Assuming a tax credit of $100 per young
adult, even a significant increase in partici-
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Polling place Columbus Park field house in the Austin community awaits voters Tuesday.

pation for voters under 30 would not dra-
matically reduce federal tax revenues —
while creating a lifelong habit of participa-
tion for millions of new voters.

Because both major political parties
have recently voiced concerns about voter
fraud and ballot access, critics would un-
doubtedly raise issues about verifying
participation by young voters. But these
issues could be addressed. For instance,
Congress could subsidize qualifying state
or local voting authorities if they sent a
prepaid debit card to people who vote
twice before they turn 30. These author-
ities, which have much better information
on voting than federal officials, would
qualify by meeting specified standards for
maintaining accurate voting records.

Republicans might also object to our
proposal because young voters tend to be
more liberal than older ones. However, this
proposal should be evaluated over the long
run. If young adults start to vote regularly,
their political views are likely to become
more conservative as they grow older.

From the start of our country, how we

vote has been a fluid process. The Consti-
tution does not say much about the me-
chanics of voting. As a result, historically
we’ve had a hodgepodge of approaches to
voting, which vary from state to state and
have changed a lot over time.

This is a fruitful area for experimenta-
tion. Cash incentives for voting will materi-
ally increase the participation rates in
current elections, especially in nonpresi-
dential election years, and would help
build a lifelong habit of voting among
younger adults. More broadly, such incen-
tives would send an important message to
citizens of all ages — the United States puts
a high value on voting in all elections.

The Washington Post

Robert C. Pozen is a senior lecturer at MIT
Sloan School of Management and a nonresi-
dent senior fellow at the Brookings Institu-
tion. Nicco Mele is the director of the
Shorenstein Center on Media, Politics and
Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy
School.
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By SAMUEL KLING

Here’s one unexpected
outcome of the mayor’s
race: Chicagoans got a
respite from the kvetching
over that old political
punching bag, the 2008
parking meter deal. Toni
Preckwinkle opposed the
agreement, and Lori Light-
foot had nothing to do
with it — so it fell off the
list of contentious cam-
paign issues.

But if you think that
means Mayor-elect Light-
foot and city denizens can
stop worrying about park-
ing meters, think again.

Recent trends in urban
transportation, predicted
to accelerate over the next
several years, shine a light
on a little-discussed provi-
sion of the agreement: It
restricts Chicago’s ability
to manage its streets, re-
quiring the city to main-
tain a vast, costly supply of
on-street parking in cen-
tral areas.

As aresult, as other
cities wean themselves off
cars over the next decades,
Chicago will be stuck with
a congested, outmoded
street system until 2083,
when the deal expires.

Few imagined parking
could one day become
obsolete back in 2008,
when Mayor Richard M.
Daley traded 75 years of
city parking revenue to
private investors for a
paltry $1.15 billion. But
parking demand in many
cities is declining, as over-
built parking infrastruc-
ture confronts trends such
as the growth of Uber,
expanding public transit
and the rising appeal of
cycling and walking,

The arrival of autono-
mous vehicles will only
accelerate the trend, as

hailed AVs whisk about
passengers cheaply with
no need to park. Already,
the architecture firm
Gensler is advising garage
developers to build park-
ing structures with win-
dows, tall ceilings and flat
floors, so that when park-
ing demand plummets, the
buildings can be converted
to office space or lofts.

Parking
demand falling

A collapse in parking
demand is one of the great
urban opportunities of the
21st century. Cities, par-
ticularly American cities,
devote an unconscionable
amount of space to private
car storage. Des Moines,
Towa, home to 83,000
households, boasts 1.6
million parking spaces. In
Los Angeles, an astonish-
ing 14 percent of the coun-
ty’s total land area is dedi-
cated to parking.

As demand drops, space
for parking could be de-
voted to more pressing
needs. Repurposing on-
street parking — the kind
subject to Chicago’s meter
deal — could revolutionize
urban streets and city life.
Dedicated bus lanes, sepa-
rated from rush-hour
traffic, could swiftly ferry
riders across town. Mayors
could build stellar bicycle
infrastructure; not just
paint on pavement, but
wide, barrier-protected
lanes safe for riders age 8
to 80. Sidewalks could be
widened, trees could be
planted and streets could
be remade as beautiful and
useful public spaces.

If this all sounds a little
too fantastic, take note that
some places have already
begun to capitalize on the
trend. Amsterdam recently
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The meter deal requires the city to keep a vast, costly supply of street parking, even as demand progressively weakens.

That parking meter deal
is still haunting Chicago

Here’s one fix Lightfoot can make

announced a plan to
switch out about 11,000
parking spaces for bike
lanes, trees and sidewalks
by 2025. Over the next
decades, other cities will
no doubt do the same.

Chicago, however, will
not. The 2008 agreement
imposes enormous
charges on the city for
getting rid of parking
spaces, even temporarily. If
the city merely relocates
parking spaces, it must
move them to an area that
generates similar revenue
to the old spaces, and if it
cannot do that, it must pay
the vendor the difference.
These so-called “true-up”
payments have become a
source of financial agony
for Chicago — which, even
after renegotiating the deal
in 2013, still pays about
$20 million in these fees
each year. If such pay-
ments continue over the
remainder of the deal, the
city will end up spending
far more on true-up fees
alone than it received from
investors in 2008.

Thankfully, Chicago can
get out of this mess. The
city has leverage, and with
courageous leadership,
Lightfoot can fix the deal’s
egregious restrictions on
the city’s management of
its own streets.

The deal

The city must demand
autonomy to remove park-
ing spaces to build bus
lanes, bike lanes and public
space without costly true-
up payments. In exchange,
it should offer the parking
concessionaire two ben-
efits: first, greater leeway
to raise meter rates, and
second, an expansion of
the concessionaire’s serv-
ice area to more districts

outside of downtown. A
portion of the additional
revenue generated could
then be used by the city to
fund street and transit
improvements.

The city also can in-
crease its leverage by bet-
ter managing the current
contract. One provision,
for example, allows the
city to collect a greater
portion of parking fees
paid through the mobile
app rather than the meter.
If the city had staff dedi-
cated to promoting the app
and properly managing the
contract, it could save
millions each year.

Skeptical readers will
argue that these proposals
further entrench a raw
deal for the city. In some
ways they do, because the
deal leaves Chicago with
no good choices. But they
trade a disastrous provi-
sion — private control of
city streets — for a merely
bad one, private control of
more city parking meters.

From an urban policy
perspective, the 2008
meter deal did one benefi-
cial thing for the city: it
raised parking fees closer
to the market rate, reduc-
ing — but not eliminating
— ahugely expensive
public subsidy for motori-
sts which, by encouraging
driving, creates congestion
and carbon emissions.

One way or another,
Chicago must cope with
the meter deal until 2083.
As city streets across the
world transform, Chicago
can either reap the ben-
efits or remain stuck with
an outmoded system.
Right now, it’s up to Light-
foot to decide.

Samuel Kling is a global
cities fellow at the Chicago
Council on Global Affairs.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Opportunity for Lightfoot

Congrats to Lori Lightfoot on her victory. She has a
unique opportunity to bring this city together.

1 spent the last few years of my police career as a foot
officer. Ilearned to deal with all kinds of people: homeless
people, gang members, wealthy folks. It took me about a
good year to develop the respect and trust of the area. I
was then able to quell problems that could have spiraled
out of control.

I'm hoping Mayor Lightfoot, too, will go on foot patrol
and get to know who she is mayor of. Talk to the city’s
cops, firemen and, yes, even gang members. You can put
fires out rather quickly if you know the players and have
dialogue.

Let’s get all to the table and solve our crime issue and
this “us against them” mentality!

— Nenad Markovich, retired police officer, Chicago

Just use the proper title

Dear friends of the press: Please stop calling Lori Light-
foot a “black, female, openly gay” mayor and just call her
what she is: mayor.

— Joe Sadowski, Chicago

Good luck healing trust

Congratulations to Chicago Mayor-elect Lori Lightfoot!
It has been almost four years since I gave up on Illinois. My
frame of mind is now much lighter, my taxes are lower and
my daily paper is not filled with news of the latest political
shenanigans, such as those that will inevitably pop up next
in the Illinois governor’s mansion, House Speaker Michael
Madigan’s empire or the cesspool that Cook County and
Chicago politics are infamous for.

I wish Lightfoot all the success in the world in starting
the process of restoring integrity to Chicago politics. The
political dragons will come breathing fire, so keep a fire-
proof cape handy.

The best I can do from here is pray for the mayor and
wish her Godspeed and success in her unenviable task.

— Walt Kilmanas, Minnetrista, Minn., formerly of West
Dundee

Daley dynasty isn’t dead

In1979, a snowstorm led to the defeat of then-Mayor
Michael Bilandic and election of Jane Byrne, and now a
soda tax has resulted in Lori Lightfoot’s victory over Toni
Preckwinkle. Everyone is hailing Lightfoot’s victory as a
defeat for the old Chicago political machine, but I would
say Grendel’s mother is still alive and looking for revenge.
The period of reform that began with Byrne and ended
with the death of Harold Washington soon gave rise to
another Daley, Richard M., who was lurking there all
along. His older brother, William, may have gone down to
defeat in the first round of the election this time, but the
Daley spawn is still out there ready to spring back to life.
‘We miss their special genius for mediocrity and their
knack for business as usual. Their loyal troops are waiting.

— Edward D. Lasky, Honolulu

Others might call it ‘creepy’

Describing Joe Biden’s behavior as touchy-feely as
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi did was kind and indeed
generous because that term, in a warm and human way,
glosses over how women in my experience actually de-
scribe such behavior — and that is “creepy.” Better “touch-
feely” Joe Biden rather than “creepy” Joe Biden.

— Neil Gaffney, Chicago

Be careful in judgment

When I was assistant pastor at my first church, we as
clergy would stand in the back after the morning service to
greet people as they left.

One man always wanted a hug from me, and I felt very
uncomfortable about how he did it, but I didn’t know what
to do.

Years later, when I was a hospice chaplain, an older
couple would sometimes come to visit me at home. When
they would leave, the husband always wanted a quick hug,
but this was different.

Years earlier, I officiated at the funeral for one of their
sons. They helped me in many ways, and we became
friends. He always called me “Pastor Clara” and was totally
respectful.

When we critique someone for what he or she might
have done in the past, we must also ask what he or she is
like now. All of us have done things that we wish we could
change.

— The Rev. Clara Thompson, Montgomery, IlL

For online exclusive letters go to www.chicagotribune.com/
letters. Send letters by email to letters@chicagotribune.com
or to Voice of the People, Chicago Tribune, 160 N. Stetson
Ave.,, Third Floor, Chicago, IL 60601. Include your name,
address and phone number.

SCOTT STANTIS CARTOON CAPTION CONTEST

Scott draws a cartoon each week — this week’s cartoon appears above — and invites readers to submit their ideas for
the caption. Scott will choose 10 finalists and readers will vote on the winner. Here’s how to play:

Scott will post a new cartoon each Thursday afternoon at chicagotribune.com/caption. Readers can submit their
captions by email to cte-captions@tribpub.com until noon Monday. Please include your name and town of residence.
Voting will start Monday afternoon and finish at noon Thursday. A new cartoon, plus the previous week’s winners,
will appear online each Thursday afternoon and in print each Friday.

CAPTION CONTEST WINNERS

WINNER:
“I would have released the full report, but four pages ex-
hausted the president’s attention span ...”
— Bruce Matson, Qak Park

RUNNERS-UP:
“If you can’t say anything nice — don’t say anything at all.”
— Mary Perry, Oro Valley, Ariz.

“There’s an audio version narrated by Vladimir Putin.”
— Mike Rourke, Chicago

“And I thought, why not a haiku?”
— Mike Kolodziej, South Elgin
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Sears gomg back to the future

Retailer looking to
reclaim shoppers
after bankruptcy

BY LAUREN ZUMBACH
Chicago Tribune

To win back customers after
bankruptcy, Sears wants to make
strengths from its heyday rele-
vant to today’s shoppers.

Peter Boutros, chief brand offi-
cer of Sears and Kmart and
president of the Kenmore, Crafts-
man and DieHard brands, said he
thought of it as going “back to the
future”

“What were we good at? What
is relevant from our history to-
day? And the thing we were good
at was making moments matter,”
he said.

That idea — “making moments
matter” — will be part of Sears’

Jackie Santana last year at the Se

new branding and marketing
campaign after its former CEO,
Edward Lampert, bought the
Hoffman Estates-based company
out of bankruptcy in February

ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Antonio and Elena Castillo have their purchases rung up by cashier

ars in the Oak Brook Center Mall.

with a $5.2 billion bid and plans to
rebuild around smaller stores and
strengths in categories like appli-
ances. The first three of those
stores are expected to open in

early May.

But some analysts were skepti-
cal, saying that even with healthi-
er finances after bankruptcy, the
question is whether the company
has the time and resources to pull
off a turnaround.

Now that Sears is trying to
move forward, it’s “critical” for it
to get the message out to consum-
ers more accustomed to hearing
about its bankruptcy and uncer-
tain future, said Neil Stern, senior
partner at Chicago-based con-
sulting firm McMillanDoolittle.

“Mission number one for Sears
is to explain to customers that
they’re still here,” he said.

The “making moments mat-
ter” branding will appear on new
signs in stores and advertise-
ments on local TV. in certain
markets and in social media,
circulars and billboards, as well as

Turn to Sears, Page 2
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Gamblers place bets at the SugarHouse Casino in Philadelphia. Most of the states that legalized sports betting are still waiting for the payoff.

After legalization of sports betting, revenue
falls short of hopes in 4 of 6 states

BY JENNIFER MCDERMOTT
AND GEOFF MULVIHILL
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE, R.I.— When
the Patriots won the Super
Bowl again — and covered the
spread, too — all of New
England was delirious, with the
possible exception of Rhode
Island’s tax collectors.

The state’s sportsbooks lost
$2.35 million because, come on,
really, who’s going to bet
against Tom Brady in New
England? That, in turn, cut into
Rhode Island’s tax revenue.

For a variety of reasons, most
of the states that moved quickly
to legalize sports betting after
the Supreme Court cleared the
way are still waiting for the
expected payoff.

Tax revenue has fallen far
short of projections in four of
the six states where gambling
on sporting events started last
year, according to an Associ-
ated Press analysis.

Rhode Island, the only place
in New England with legal
sports betting, had expected to
generate more than $1 million a
month for its state budget

through its 51% tax on sports-
book proceeds. The actual rev-
enue? About $50,000 a month
from the late-November launch
through February, which in-
cluded the Super Bowl.

“The Super Bowl did hurt us
tremendously;” said state Rep.
William O’Brien, who put $100
on the Patriots and won $100.
“But it made me very happy. I
love the New England Patriots.”

Gov. Gina Raimondo said the
state might have to adjust its
budget to account for the
missed projections. Still, she is
urging patience: “We knew it
was going to be very up and
down.”

States began legalizing
sports gambling last year after

Elusive jackpots

the nation’s high court ended
Nevada’s monopoly on the
practice. In a seventh state,
New Mexico, two Native
American tribal casinos began
taking sports bets without spe-
cific state authorization.

West Virginia is taking in just
a quarter of the monthly tax
revenue it had projected. Tax
revenue is half the estimate in
Mississippi and Pennsylvania.

The reasons vary by state,
from slower-than-expected
rollouts and the unavailability
in some places of mobile bet-
ting, to an all-too-predictable
Super Bowl, in which the Patri-
ots beat the Los Angeles Rams

Turn to Betting, Page 2

Nominate your company as a top workplace

Chicago Tribune

The Chicago Tribune is seeking
nominations for our annual Top
Workplaces special report, in
which we explore how organiza-
tions create and sustain a positive
and productive culture. We'll also
compile a list of this year’s top
workplaces in Chicago.

This is the 10th year that the
Tribune has produced this report,
and every year we hear about
novel ways in which companies
and their managers are engaging,
motivating and rewarding em-
ployees.

A lot has changed in 10 years,

and the discussion of what makes
a top workplace has particular
relevance today. The
economy is strong, un-
employment is low and
more than ever, employ-
ees are looking for a
better job if they don’t
like the one they have.
Consider this: The num-
ber of people who volun-
tarily left their jobs has
been on the upswing for
years, and last year 40.1
million workers quit, ac-
cording to the Labor Department.
That’s 24 million more people
who quit than the year before.

@hicago Tribune

A top workplace can be de-
scribed this way: It’s an organiza-
tion that is successful
because its employees
enjoy their work, em-
brace their mission and
feel like valued team-
mates. Compensation
and perks are factors, but
the more important
components include op-
portunities for profes-
sional growth and being
treated with respect.

To qualify, a work-
place must have at least 100
employees in the Chicago area.
Nominations are open to all em-

ployers, including nonprofits.
Nominated companies that agree
to participate will distribute to
employees between April and July
an easy-to-complete, confidential
survey developed by the Tribune’s
research partner, Energage, which
will calculate the list of top
workplaces.

Top performers will be recog-
nized in the report, in an online
directory and at a Tribune-spon-
sored event. There is no fee to
participate.

To nominate a company, go to
www.chicagotribune.com/nomi-
nate or call 312-878-7356. The
deadline for nominations is May 10.

FAMILY PHOTO

Samya Stumo, the niece of Ralph
Nader, was among the passen-
gers killed in the Ethiopian Airlines
crash in March.

737 Max 8
should not

fly again,
says Nader

Consumer rights
advocate calls for recall,
boycott of Boeing jet

BY LAUREN ZUMBACH
Chicago Tribune

Ralph Nader, the noted con-
sumer rights advocate, called for a
recall and consumer boycott of the
Boeing jet grounded by regulators
across the globe after two deadly
crashes.

His niece, 24-year-old Samya
Stumo, was among the 157 victims
of an Ethiopian Airlines flight
crash last month, less than six
months after a flight on the same
aircraft, the Boeing 737 Max 8,
crashed in Indonesia.

“Those planes should never fly
again,” said Nader, speaking by
phone at a news conference after
Stumo’s family filed a lawsuit
against Chicago-based Boeing,
one of its suppliers and Ethiopian
Airlines. The family also filed a
claim against the Federal Aviation
Administration.

Stumo’s family’s lawsuit is one
of several filed by relatives of
passengers killed in the Ethiopian
Airlines and Lion Air crashes. All
those families have “such huge
holes” because of the aircraft’s
problems, said Nadia Milleron,
Stumo’s mother, who said she had
met others who lost loved ones in
Ethiopia.

“As someone who’s lost the
dearest person in my life, T want

Turn to Nader, Page 2

Divorce is
primed to
cost Bezos
25% stock

But in settlement with
ex-wife, Amazon CEO
retains voting power

By CRrAIG TIMBERG
Washington Post

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos and
his ex-wife, MacKenzie Bezos,
announced Thursday a divorce
settlement that will leave him with
75 percent of their Amazon stock
and all of their joint holdings in
The Washington Post and a space-
exploration company, Blue Origin.
He will retain voting power over all
of the Amazon voting shares the
couple once owned together.

The announcement from the
Bezoses — coming in a tweet from
MacKenzie Bezos that was
retweeted by Jeff Bezos — settled a
closely watched matter of corpo-
rate governance affecting one of
the world’s richest companies,
with a market capitalization of
$890 billion.

The divorce settlement is likely
to remove uncertainty over the
extent of Jeff Bezos’ continued
control over a company he
founded in 1994 and for which he
remains chief executive and its
largest shareholder. Their mar-
riage lasted 25 years and produced
four children.

MacKenzie Bezos, a novelist,
spoke first through Twitter, writ-
ing, “Grateful to have finished the
process of dissolving my marriage
with Jeff with support of each
other and everyone who reached
out to us in kindness, and looking
forward to the next phase as
co-parents and friends.”
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Trump won’t close border,
but threatens auto tariffs

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Aban-
doning his threat to immedi-
ately seal the southern bor-
der, President Donald
Trump warned instead on
Thursday that he’d slap tar-
iffs on cars coming to the U.S.
from Mexico unless the
country does more to stop
the flow of migrants and
drugs coming to the U.S.

In his latest walk-back in
recent days, Trump told re-
porters he would try the “less
drastic measure” before re-
sorting to his standing threat.

“Mexico understands that
we're going to close the
border or 'm going to tariff
the cars. I'll do one or the
other, and probably settle for
the tariffs;” Trump said at the

White House.

Trump insisted in his re-
marks that his threats would
be effective because the
Mexican government could
be certain he would follow
through.

“I will do it; I don’t play
games,” Trump said.

It was a dramatic depar-
ture for Trump, who last
week tweeted that he would
close the border or large
swathes of it this week unless
Mexico immediately halted
“ALL illegal immigration
coming into the United
States”

Trump said at the time
that he was “not kidding
around,” and his acting chief
of staff Mick Mulvaney said
in a television interview Sun-
day that it would take “some-

thing dramatic” for Trump
not to close down the cross-
ings.

Since then, however,
White House advisers,
American leaders in border
cities and U.S. economists
have warned that such a
move would have enormous
economic consequences on
both sides of the border,
interrupting supply chains
and boosting U.S. consumer
prices on everything from
avocados to autos.

The U.S. and Mexico trade
about $17 billion in goods
daily, according to the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce,
which had said closing the
border would be “an unmiti-
gated economic debacle”
that would threaten 5 million
American jobs.

Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
who seldom publicly criti-
cizes or corrects the presi-
dent, said earlier this week
that “Closing down the bor-
der would have potentially
catastrophic economic im-
pact on our country, and I
would hope we would not be
doing that”

In recent days, Trump has
appeared to put his threat on
hold, praising the Mexican
government for doing more
to apprehend migrants trav-
eling through the country
from Central America.

On Thursday, Trump also
threatened tariffs if Mexico
doesn’t halt the flow of illegal
drugs across the border, say-
ing he'd give the country “a
one year warning” to com-

GUILLERMO ARIAS/GETTY-AFP

President Trump threatened auto tariffs if Mexico doesn’t

do more to stop migrants.

ply.

“We will put tariffs on if
they don’t apprehend, and
ultimately we’re going to give
a period time. But if in a year
from now drugs continue to
pour in we’re going to put
tariffs on,” he said, adding: “I
don’t play games.”

Administration officials
have been studying ways to
minimize the economic im-
pact of a potential closure in
case Trump went through

with his threat, including
keeping trucking lanes open
or closing only certain ports.

But even absent that
threatened extraordinary
step, delays at border stations
have been mounting after
about 2,000 border officers
were reassigned from check-
ing vehicles to deal with
migrant crowds.

The Washington Post and Los
Angeles Times contributed.

Trump to nominate Herman Cain to
Federal Reserve’s board of governors

BY DAMIAN PALETTA
AND HEATHER LONG
Washington Post

President Donald Trump
plans to nominate former
GOP presidential candidate
Herman Cain to the Federal
Reserve’s board of gover-
nors, two people familiar
with the push said, a move
that would significantly es-
calate the White House’s
effort to exert political
pressure on the U.S. central
bank.

There are two empty
seats on the Fed’s seven-
member board. Trump is
hoping to fill the other
empty seat with conserva-
tive economist Stephen
Moore, a pick that hasled to

an outcry from former
White House officials in
both parties because of
Moore’s political back-
ground and lack of Fed-
related experience.

Trump interviewed Cain
for the slot several weeks
ago. He has signaled to
aides in recent days that he
wants to put Cain in the
slot, but a final decision has
not been made because
Cain’s background check
hasn’t been completed.

Cain ran for president in
2012 but lost during the
Republican primary to Mitt
Romney. A former restau-
rant industry executive, he
became famous for a sim-
plified tax plan, known as
Nine-Nine-Nine. His can-

didacy unraveled over com-
plaints that he sexually har-
assed multiple women, in-
cluding an allegation that
he groped a woman and
tried to force her into a
sexual act. Cain has denied
the accusations.

The candidate also an-
swered several foreign pol-
icy questions in a manner
that suggested a lack of
familiarity with major is-
sues of the time, including
conflicts in Libya and Iraq.

Cain in September
launched a super PAC
aimed at supporting
Trump’s agenda ahead of
the 2018 midterm elections.

Trump has found him-
self at odds with his own
choice to lead the Fed,

Chairman Jerome Powell.
The bank has moved to
raise interest rates slowly,
backing off efforts to stimu-
late the economy and work-
ing to guard against infla-
tion.

Trump publicly criti-
cized those moves and
called for lower rates,
breaking with past presi-
dents’ general policy of
avoiding public comment
on the independent bank.

Noting that the economy
was showing signs of a
slowdown, Powell said last
month that the bank was
unlikely to again raise rates
in 2019.

Trump’s decision to pick
Cain was first reported
Thursday by Axios.

Nader

Continued from Page 1

her death not to be in vain. I
don’t want anybody else to
die” she said at the news
conference in Chicago.

“Those in charge of cre-
ating and selling this plane
did not treat Samya as they
would their own daugh-
ters” said Milleron, who
was visibly emotional as she
spoke about her daughter.

“This could have been
prevented, and that’s what
makes me cry,” she said.

Nader’s book “Unsafe at
Any Speed” helped bring
about a series of auto safety
laws, including the creation
of the federal agency that
became the National High-
way Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, which oversees the
auto industry. He later
turned his attention to vari-
ous consumer protection
efforts related to food, drug
and workplace safety and
clean air and water.

On Thursday, he took
aim at Boeing, blaming the
crashes on design problems
that he argued were the
result of the company’s fo-
cus on getting the plane on
the market quickly to com-
pete with its rival manufac-
turer Airbus.

He also criticized the
relationship between Boe-
ing and the federal agency
tasked with overseeing avi-
ation industry safety.

“If we don’t end the cozy
relationship between the
patsy FAA...and the Boeing
company, 5,000 of these
fatally flawed planes will be
in the air all over the world
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The parents of Samya Stumo, Michael Stumo, left, and Nadia Milleron react during a news
conference on Thursday. Stumo was the niece of Ralph Nader and was among the pas-
sengers killed in the Ethiopian Airlines crash.

with millions of passen-
gers,” Nader said.

Boeing said Thursday it
is reviewing a preliminary
report on last month’s crash
from Ethiopian authorities
that said the same anti-stall
system that came under
scrutiny in the Lion Air
crash was activated on the
Ethiopian Airlines flight.

Most accidents are the
result of a chain of events,
but when that system is
activated in error, it adds to
“what is already a high-
workload environment,”
Boeing CEO Dennis

Muilenburg said in a video
released by the company
Thursday.

“It’s our responsibility to
eliminate this risk. We own
it, and we know how to do
it)” he said.

Boeing said it is still
working with the FAA and
regulatory agencies to de-
velop and certify a software
update designed to keep the
system from being activated
unintentionally, along with
additional training for pi-
lots.

Nader said he doesn’t
think the software fix is

enough to make the plane
safe since it can’t predict all
potential problems with a
plane that is “prone to stall.”

While Boeing has
worked to show it is taking
steps to address safety con-
cerns, the FAA is planning
changes to its oversight of
airplane development,
which delegates some au-
thority for certifying new
aircraft to their manufactur-
ers, the Associated Press
reported.

Izumbach@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @laurenzumbach
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13-3.

In West Virginia, a con-
tract dispute led to a shut-
down at two sportsbooks
and the state’s only betting
app at the beginning of the
NCAA basketball tourna-
ment, eliminating crucial
betting days. The state
brought in $862,000 in taxes
on sportsbooks from Sep-
tember through the first
days of March. With four
months left in its fiscal year,
that is well short of the
annual projection of $5.5
million.

The lower revenue isn’t a
surprise to state Sen.
Michael Romano, a Demo-

crat who opposed legalized
sports gambling in part be-
cause he thought the state’s
10% tax on it was too low.

Republican state Sen.
Craig Blair, a co-author of
the legislation, said the reve-
nue reflects growing pains.
He wants to see more
mobile options that could
generate more betting.

“The only thing 'm frus-
trated with is T would have
probably liked to bet March
Madness from my iPhone,”
he said.

The AP found previously
that taxes on sports betting
would generate just a frac-
tion of 1% of most states’
budgets if they met their
estimates. More than 20
states are considering legal-
ization.

Mississippi is on track to

bring in about half the $5
million that was informally
expected for the first year of
sports betting. State Sen.
Hob Bryan, a Democrat who
opposed legalization for fear
it would promote point
shaving and other corrup-
tion, said it is too early to say
whether the revenue will
improve or the original pro-
jections were way off.

Supporters in Pennsylva-
nia are hoping for a boost
with the start of online
betting this summer.

The ability to place bets
from a mobile device is a big
reason New Jersey met its
projections. From July
through February, the state
was bringing in about $1.8
million per month in taxes
on sportsbooks. That’s
nearly as much as Nevada,

which has had legal sports
betting for decades and has
not seen a drop-off despite
the new competition.

In Delaware, the only
other state to meet projec-
tions, the majority of reve-
nue came from a football-
betting operation that has
been around since 2009.

Rhode Island, which
missed its numbers by a
wider margin than any other
state, is hoping the addition
of online betting will im-
prove its tax haul. Last week,
the governor signed a bill
allowing it.

Democratic state Senate
President Dominick Rugge-
rio said sports betting is
clearly popular, with more
than $50 million wagered in
Rhode Island during the first
three months of operation.

Sears

Continued from Page 1

email and text communi-
cations with shoppers,
Boutros said. Kmart’s slo-
gan will be “love where
you live”

Both were created in-
house, unlike earlier cam-
paigns like “There’s more
for your life with Sears”
developed with Ogilvy &
Mather Worldwide and
“Good life, great price”
developed with Young &
Rubicam.

The company “didn’t
have the luxury” of using
outside agencies, but
Boutros said he is proud of
its work.

“In our previous life we
could have used consult-
ants and got the same
result as we got from our
own talent in Hoffman
Estates” he said.

Some past Sears

ad taglines

B “You can count on Sears.”
W “Sears has everything”
B “There’s more for your
life at Sears.”

B “Come see the softer side
of Sears.”

B “Get the good life at a
great price at Sears. Guar-
anteed.”

B “Sears. Where else?”

B “Good life, great price.”

The company declined
to say how much it’s
spending on the campaign,
but said it’s enough to
make shoppers aware
Sears and Kmart are open
for business.

The size of the invest-
ment and extent to which
it can get that message to
sink in likely matters more
than the words them-
selves, Stern said.

Although “making mo-
ments matter” and “love
where you live” will be
used in advertisements,
Boutros said they are
“brand mantras” that will
guide what Sears and
Kmart stand for.

Sears will be focusing on
two core groups of custom-
ers: baby boomers who
grew up trusting Sears and
just need to be won back,
and young families who
might be first-time shop-
pers.

Products will be tar-
geted to appeal to those
groups, like back-to-school
clothing, baby and pet
products for young fam-
ilies, and home items for
boomers who might be
downsizing or upgrading
long-owned appliances,
Boutros said.

While shoppers tend to
see Sears as a destination
for big-ticket home items,
Kmart customers tend to
shop more frequently for
everyday purchases, and
the company wants stores
to feel more connected to
their communities,
Boutros said.

Sears is also getting
ready to open the first
batch of new, smaller
stores focused on applianc-
es, mattresses and home
services, called Sears
Home + Life. Boutros de-
scribed them as an up-
dated version of earlier
experiments with smaller,
appliance-centric stores.

The first three are
scheduled to open in Loui-
siana, Alaska and Kansas in
early May. Boutros said
they are planning to add
more, but declined to say
how many or when they
may open.

The Home + Life stores

aren’t intended to replace
Sears’ full-size department
stores, but give the com-
pany a way to get back into
communities where it no
longer has stores. The
company has shuttered
more than 1,000 Sears and
Kmart locations since Jan-
uary 2016. It exited bank-
ruptcy with 223 Sears and
202 Kmart stores, nearly
half of which are in Cali-
fornia, Florida, Pennsylva-
nia, New York and Puerto
Rico, according to court
filings.

Sears is also continuing
to expand its best-known
brands. The company
plans to introduce lawn,
garden and camping prod-
ucts under its DieHard
brand, which has tradi-
tionally focused on auto
products, Boutros said.
Sears already makes lawn
and garden products
under the Craftsman
brand, which the retailer
sold to Stanley Black &
Decker, but Boutros said
the DieHard products ar-
en’t meant to replace
Craftsman’s.

And unlike other retail-
ers focused on growing
house brands available
only at their stores, Sears is
continuing to try to expand
both the Kenmore and
DieHard brands’ presence
outside its stores. The re-
tailer has already begun
selling products from both
brands on Amazon.

Boutros said broader
reach raises awareness and
could bring customers
back to Sears.

But it also risks giving
customers one less reason
to come to Sears, said
Michael Brown, a partner
in the consumer and retail
practice of global manage-
ment consultant AT. Kear-
ney.

Particularly at the new
stores focused on applianc-
es, “it’s not clear right
now...how they will differ-
entiate themselves,”
Brown said.

He thinks Sears needs to
focus on building a new
and improved experience
connecting its online and
in-store businesses, along
with its membership pro-
gram, since it’s been too
long since the company’s
“golden years” for it to lean
on its legacy.

“It’s a matter of if they
can invest fast enough to
do it on a timely basis” he
said.

Customers have also
said they want to see im-
provements to the online
shopping experience,
Boutros said. That work is
still under way, as is Sears’
search for a CEO, he said.

Lampert served as
Sears’ CEO from 2013 to its
bankruptcy filing in Octo-
ber. Since then, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Robert
Riecker, Chief Digital Offi-
cer Leena Munjal and soft
lines President Greg
Ladley have collectively
led the company.

Boutros said he’s seen “a
good uptick in members
coming back and consider-
ing us” since the bank-
ruptcy, though Sears has “a
long way to go.”

“That’s why the brand
mantras and efforts
around assortment and
marketing are so impor-
tant to reinforce that we’re
here, we’re here for the
long term, and please con-
sider us as you think about
buying anything for your
home and lives.”

lzumbach@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @laurenzumbach
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With legal pot, states mellow out
dos r -

Colo., Washington
easing rules 2 years
into legalization

BY GENE JOHNSON
Associated Press

SEATTLE — When
Washington and Colorado
launched their pioneering
marijuana industries in the
face of US. government
prohibition, they imposed
strict rules in hopes of
keeping the U.S. Justice
Department at bay.

Businesses would need to
track plants and products
with bar codes. Regulators
would have to approve
money invested to ensure it
was not tied to criminals.
Owners of pot operations
would have to live in-state
and pass background
checks.

Five years later, federal
authorities have stayed
away, but the industry says
it has been stifled by over-
regulation. Lawmakers in
both states have heard the
complaints and are moving
to ease the rules.

“There’s a saying in the
business world: ‘Pioneers
get slaughtered, and settlers
get fat] ” said Greg James,
publisher of industry maga-
zine Marijuana Venture,
based near Seattle. “These
rules have made the entire
industry very inefficient.
We're going to get left in the
dust unless we change some
things pretty quickly”

Since Colorado and
Washington became the
first states to legalize the
recreational use of marijua-
na, eight have joined them.
California, Nevada, Oregon
and Michigan are among
the legal states that have
taken a more permissive
approach to out-of-state
ownership and investment.

In Colorado, which al-
ready loosened its rules to
allow licensed businesses to
have up to 15 out-of-state
owners, lawmakers from
both parties want to further
open the industry to include
ownership by publicly
traded companies and to
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Products line a display case at a marijuana shop in Seattle. Colorado and Washington were the first states to legalize the recreational use of marijuana.

limit background-check re-
quirements. A similar mea-
sure was vetoed by former
Gov. John Hickenlooper
last year, but his replace-
ment, Gov. Jared Polis, has
indicated support.

Washington lawmakers
are considering a dual ap-
proach: easing financial re-
strictions while taking a
more lenient view of rules
violations, making it less
likely businesses will lose
their licenses for things like
sloppy record-keeping.
Three dozen have had their
licenses canceled since
2015, while 32 more face
revocation notices, accord-
ing to the state Liquor and
Cannabis Board.

One measure pending in
the Democratic-led Legisla-
ture would open the indus-
try to out-of-state owner-
ship and allow businesses to
become bigger, with a cave-
at: Any licensees hoping to
take advantage would have
to agree to let their work-
force unionize.

Those that do could have
up to 40% of their owner-
ship held outside of Wash-
ington. They would also be
able to obtain two addi-
tional marijuana licenses,
allowing them to have up to
seven retail shops or up to
five growing and processing
licenses, said the main
sponsor, Sen. Rebecca Sal-
dana.

Investors could hold up
to 10% of the business
without undergoing back-
ground checks, though
their names would still need
to be disclosed.

“Banks don’t give lines of
credit in our space, so we’re
limited to private investors
in the state of Washington,”
said Ryan Kunkel, chief
executive of Have A Heart, a
chain of marijuana stores
that has agreed to let its
workers unionize. “It’s a
tiny pool of investors, and
it’s stifling our ability to
expand. Meanwhile, there’s
a massive industry expan-
sion taking place in every

other state.”

Another proposal, a
wide-ranging overhaul of
Washington’s regulatory
enforcement, is a compro-
mise between industry
groups, including the Wash-
ington CannaBusiness As-
sociation , and the Liquor
and Cannabis Board.

The association has lob-
bied hard for the changes,
arguing that the board’s
enforcement has been ag-
gressive and uneven. Its
director, Vicki Christo-
phersen, even helped or-
ganize an unsuccessful ef-
fort by lawmakers to have
Russ Hauge, a former pros-
ecutor, removed as one of
the board’s three members
because he was seen as
unfriendly to the industry.

“The industry overall has
made long strides in being a
safe and fully regulated
marketplace,” Christo-
phersen said. “The legisla-
tion stems out of several
years of frustration, of folks
feeling like they want to be

regulated, they want to be
taxed, they want to do the
right thing, but they feel
they’re still being treated as
criminal enterprises.”

The legislation would
create a program where
businesses could seek the
board’s advice on compli-
ance issues without risking
penalties, and it would re-
quire inspectors to give li-
censees time to fix a prob-
lem before issuing a cita-
tion, unless the violations
concern public safety, sale
to a minor or repeat of-
fenses.

Businesses could face
cancellation if they accu-
mulate multiple violations
for certain offenses, such as
failing to properly tag
plants, over two years,
rather than the current win-
dow of three years — giving
them a clean slate sooner.

And the measure would
make another crucial
change: “True party of in-
terest” rules, which require
transparency in who owns,

controls and profits from
licensed marijuana busi-
nesses, would no longer
come with automatic li-
cense cancellation. The
rules have been a key way
for officials to ensure crimi-
nal organizations don’t have
a hand in the legal market,
but even the board has
acknowledged they’re
overly strict.

In some cases, marijuana
business owners struggling
to make payroll infused
personal money or invest-
ment from others into their
business without having it
vetted by the board, said
Rick Garza, the board’s di-
rector. That can lead to
automatic cancellation,
even if the money came
from a clean source, Garza
said.

When the board asked
the businesses why they did
it without notifying regula-
tors, they said they didn’t
have time to wait months
for the board to approve the
money, he said.
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A HOME RUN
FOR WHITE SOK FANS

To be a White Sox fan is to know
breathtaking highs and dramatic lows,
all of which are meticulously detailed
in this decade-by-decade collection of
stories and photos from the Chicago
Tribune. From the “Hitless Wonders”
of 1906 to the “Good Guys Wear
Black” champs of 2005, every big
moment in Sox history is captured in
this one-of-a-kind book.

The Black Sox
“"Winning Ugly”
The 1906, 1917

and 2005 champs

Minnie Minoso

Frank Thomas

Paul Konerko

And more!

SHOP NOW AT
chicagotribune.com/soxbook
and wherever books are sold.
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Product

30 yr Fixed

Rate

Mortgage Guide

Points Fees % Down

Rate: 4250 15 yrfixed 3.875 0.000 $755 20% 3.991
ate: 4.
& 30 yrjumbo 4.125 0.000 $755 20% 4.253
’ * CentralFederal .
* 4 31 80A_’ Coints: 0,000 15 yrjumbo 3.750 0.000 $755 20% 3.804
| $6000.00 Down Payment Assistance Available...Call for Details 708-416-3690
Central Federal 30yr Fixed Fees: §755 Purchase, Refinance and Home Equity Loans for all Property Types
H ees: i
Savings and APR Fixed Rates for 5+ Apartment Buildings and Mixed Use Properties vk centalfederalsavings.com
Loan Association Do 3 Local Experts with solutions to your unique Lending Needs...... Call Now!
% Down: 3%
Exclusive Lock & Shop Pre-Approval Program Call for Details!
20 yr fixed 3.875 0.000 $999 20% 4.025
. Rate: 3.990 .
Liberry Bank 15yrfixed 3.500 0.000 $999 20% 3.691
5/1 ARM 3.750 0.000 $999 20% 4.807
4.099% Points: 0.000 $ % 847_737_9020
) Mortgages are our business for over 120 years!
Liberty Bank )
_ 30yr Fixed Hp—. Apply online — Fast approval. brtvbankmr
for Savings APR Ask about our full pre-approval product — same as a cash offer, "o o orgage.com
Great rates on multi-family properties.
% Down: 20%

We service our own loans!

TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS FEATURE, CALL SALES DEPARTMENT @ 773-320-8492

SAVINGS UPDATE

Does the first-time homebuyer credit still exist?

Phone / Website NMLS #/ License #

NMLS# 458026

NMLS# 787575

One of the consumer benefits that emerged from
the Great Recession was the first-time homebuyer
credit. Enacted by the Bush administration in 2008,
the program provided a tax credit to Americans buy-
ing their first home.

Part of the Housing & Economic Recovery Act, the
tax credit was available to first-time buyers who pur-
chased their home in 2008, 2009 or 2010. Although
the credit has since been retired, you may still be in
luck if you qualified with a home purchase during
those years and neglected to file the credit, or you
became a first-time buyer later.

If you closed on your first home between April 9,
2008, and September 30, 2010, you could still qual-
ify. Anumber of variables come into play, so the best
way to determine your eligibility is to consult a tax
accountant.

You'll want to consider a few things before going

down that path, however. For instance, on first
homes purchased during the eligible 2008 dates,
the credit is not in fact a true credit, as it requires
repaying it with your annual tax return for 15 years
after the home’s purchase. So someone claiming
the maximum $7,500 credit would repay $500 per
year over 15 tax returns.

In 2009, the Obama administration revised the pro-
gram slightly, upping the credit to an $8,000 maxi-
mum and forgiving its repayment for those living in
the home as their primary residence for at least 3
years after taking the credit. So if you bought dur-
ing 2009 or 2010, but sold or moved within 3 years,
you're out of luck.

For first-timers who bought after the program’s 2010
sunset date, you may still have options. Many state
and local governments offer their own programs for
first-time buyers, so researching what’s available in
your area could turn up other financial benefits.

Rate Criteria: The rates and annual percentage rate (APR) are effective as of 04/02/19. All rates, fees and other information are subject to change without notice.
RateSeeker, LLC. does not guarantee the accuracy of the information appearing above or the availability of rates and fees in this table. The institutions appearing in this
table pay a fee to appear in this table. Annual percentage rates (APRs) are based on fully indexed rates for adjustable rate mortgages (ARMs). The APR on your spe-
cific loan may differ from the sample used. All rates are quoted on a minimum FICO score of 740. Conventional loans are based on loan amounts of $165,000. Jumbo
loans are based on loan amounts of $484,351. Lock Days: 30-60. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insur-
ance. The APR may increase after consummation and may vary. FHA Mortgages include both UFMIP and MIP fees based on a loan amount of $165,000 with 5% down
payment. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Fees reflect charges relative to the APR. If your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value,

you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI. VA Mortgages include funding fees based on a loan amount of $165,000 with 5% down payment. If

your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value, you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI. “Call for Rates” means actual rates were not =t
available at press time. To access the NMLS Consumer Access website, please visit www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. To appear in this table, call 773-320-849:
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MARKET ROUNDUP
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Stocks listed may change due to daily fluctuations in market capitalization. Exchange key: N=NYSE, O=NASDAQ
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Dow Jones industrials .
) Abbott Labs N 7862 -88 Equity Commonwlth N 3248 -10 Mondelez Intl O 49.65 -.08
Close: 26,384.63 AbbVie Inc N 8281 -27 EquityLifestyProp N 11633 +40 Morningstarinc O 12808 -1.18
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Nasdaq S&P 500 Russell 2000 NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE Based on market capitalization Based on total assets CHG 1-YR
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- ~ 059 0 0
N 3'77( .05 A’) 7| +5'99 (+'27 A’) 7| +6'58 (+'42 A7) Bank of America 29.15 +.31 | Alibaba Group Hidg 181.07 +2.75 | American Funds AMCpA m 3194 -.01 +9.1
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Freeport McMoRan 13.56 +.40 | HSBCHoldingsprA  26.06 +.11 | pFA EMktCorEql 2133 +.06 7.1
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Yen Vale SA 1347 +13 | JPMorgan Chase  105.56 +1.01 | Dodge & Cox Inc 1362 +01 +4.2
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0 X X . . by
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- o, - 0 - 0, NASDAQ STOCK MARKET 3-month disc 2.38 2.38 | T.Rowe Price BCGr 11333  -.07 +14.5
5-day % change 30-day % change 1-year % change STOCK CLOSE CHg. | 6monthdisc 238 238 | T.Rowe Price GrStk 6747 +05 +13.0
" ~ | 2-year 2.32 2.32 | Vanguard 5001dxAdmrl 265.78 +.61 +11.0
Adv Micro Dev 29.09 +.07 | 10-year 251 2.51 | Vanguard DivGrinv 27.95 +.06 +14.9
| pow NASD S&p | | pow NASD S&p | | pow NASD s&p | Yangtze River Port ~ 1.60 +.47 | 30-year 2.92 2.93 | Vanguard EqincAdmrl 74.19 +.19 +8.7
+2.59 4290  +2.27 +358  +6.34  +4T5 +767 #1152 +8.13 Micron Tech 4289 -1.01 Vanguard GrldxAdmrl 8198 -.01 +13.8
| | | | | | | | | Tradeweb Markets 3581 ... | [ LaR Al Vanguard HCAdmrl 8251 -13 +88
AVEO Pharmaceuticals .93  -.38 Vanguard InTrTEAdmr| 14.14 -.01 +49
/ / A A / / A /1 / Sirius XM Hidgs Inc~ 5.96  +.04 CLOSE _ PREV. | vapguard InsldxIns 26051 +.60 +11.1
Roku Inc 64.49 -4.11 | Gold $1289.00 $1289.90 | Vanguard InsldxInsPlus 260.52 +.60 +11.1
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THE LADDER: Have a hiring or promotion you’d like to tell the world about in print and online? Go to chicagotribune.com/theladder to share your news.
Be sure to include a photo. We’'ll publish on our site and in the printed editions of the Chicago Tribune as space allows.
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PROTECT YOUR HOME WITH
SPRINGROCK GUTTER GUARDS

CALL NOW FOR A
NO-HASSLE FREE

ESTIMATE 708-328-3505
DRAIN YOUR GUTTERS NOT YOUR WALLET!

Angies list

SUPER SERVICE
AWARD

N

Keeps out dirt and debris
Push water away from foundation

Eliminate clogs and failures
Never worry about damage from clogged gutters again

Plan ahead and clear out

your spring, summer, and

fall chores with a Gutter
Guard system.

DO YOU HAVE A FAILING GUTTER SYSTEM?
WE DO REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE!

GET ON OUR
SPRING SCHEDULE
AND SAVE!

: &l )
FIX ISSUES LIKE THESE WITHOUT ANY OF THE HASSLE

B

CALL NOW!

WWW.SPRINGROCKGUTTERS.COM/TRIB2019

708-328-3505
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CHARLES SANNA 1917-2019

He poured genius into
Swiss Miss cocoa mix

BY HARRISON SMITH
The Washington Post

Fiddling at his kitchen
stove in the late 1950s, stand-
ing over a pot of creamer,
sugar, cocoa and vanilla,
Charles Sanna — builder of
submarines and towering
spray dryers — was on the
verge of a culinary break-
through.

Sanna was the chief engi-
neer at Sanna Dairies, a
Wisconsin business formed
by his father, an Italian
immigrant who had long
made his own mozzarella
and ricotta. The company
had supplied the U.S. mili-
tary with coffee creamer
during the Korean War, pro-
ducing millions of packets of
powdered, sweetened
whole milk for troops to use
overseas.

To avoid penalties written
into its Army contracts for
failing to make enough
creamer, the company had
overproduced, leaving its
warehouse all but overflow-
ing with valuable, perishable
dried milk. “The product
had a wonderful flavor”
Sanna once wrote. “I be-
lieved that it would make an
excellent ingredient for a hot
cup of cocoa. To confirm my
belief, I consulted the family
cookbook.”

Testing his recipe with
the help of his five children,
then calling on the taste
buds of kids at a parochial
school in their town of
Menomonie, Wis., Sanna
created what became
known as Swiss Miss — a
powder that, poured into hot
water or milk, became a
favorite of Antarctic explor-
ers and launched the in-
stant-hot-chocolate industry
in the early 1960s.

He was 101 when he died
March 13 at a hospice center
in Fitchburg, Wis., a suburb
of Madison. The cause was
heart and kidney ailments,
said his son John Sanna.

Trained as a mechanical
engineer, Sanna began his
career maintaining blast fur-
naces and coke ovens for
US. Steel. But he “had an
amazing ability to taste
things, and an amazing
sense of smell,” his daughter
Lucy Sanna said in a phone
interview. “You could give
him a cookie and he’d say,
“The nuts are rancid, even if
it was only a small part.”

After figuring out how to
turn surplus military milk

powder into a delicious,
highly portable beverage,
Sanna set about bringing the
product to market. His
brother Tony Sanna gave it
the somewhat misleading
name Brown Swiss, after a
breed of dairy cow — Sanna
actually used Holsteins,
which produce a higher
volume of milk with less
butterfat — and the mix
found some early success
after it was sold to airlines.

“Business started going
down because the product
was quite expensive and
people were taking it home,”
Sanna told the Wisconsin
State Journal in February.
The airlines stopped pur-
chasing it. “We saw that as
an opportunity.”

Returning to the kitchen,
where he reworked the reci-
pe with the help of his
children once again, Sanna
replaced the whole milk of
the creamer with powdered
skim milk, which was
cheaper and gave the cocoa
mix a longer shelflife.

The new product was
named Swiss Miss, the title
of a film by the comedy duo
Laurel and Hardy. Marketed
with mail-order Swiss Miss
dolls, it inspired similar
mixes by Carnation, Nestle
and Hershey.

In 1963, an article in the
Eau Claire Leader reported
that the Sanna company’s
“dry creamed cocoa” was a
hit even in Antarctica, where
it was “provided constantly
as a menu item” at McMur-
do Station, a U.S. research
center. The commander of a
Navy icebreaker said he was
“most impressed” with the
beverage, and when adven-
turer Will Steger departed in
1989 for a dog-sled trek
across Antarctica, he said he
made sure to pack enough
Swiss Miss to make 2,070
cups of hot chocolate.

Sanna was long retired by
then. His family sold Sanna
Dairy to Beatrice Foods in
1967, and Sanna went on to
play the stock market, hone
his golf game (he designed
and built a special face-
balanced putter) and — at
age 89, in 2006 — to publish
a children’s story. “Daddy,
Daddy, There’s a Mouse in
the House!” chronicled his
attempt to remove a mouse
without killing it. He used a
vacuum cleaner, much to the
delight of his grandchildren.

Since 1990, Swiss Miss
has been part of Conagra,

which says it sells more than
50 million boxes of the cocoa
mix each year. Sanna said
the mix’s taste had dimin-
ished somewhat through
the years, beginning when
he switched from whole
milk to skim creamer.

Still, he said, “It’s nice to
know that you’ve done
something that will carry
on”

Charles Albert Sanna was
born in Philadelphia on Nov.
9, 1917. Both parents were
Ttalian. His Sicilian-born fa-
ther came to New York at
age 13, and later managed a
dairy company in Philadel-
phia, an ice cream company
in Washington and a gelatin
operation in Chicago.

The family eventually set-
tled in Madison, where
Sanna graduated from high
school and attended the
University of Wisconsin. He
received a bachelor’s degree
in mechanical engineering
in 1939 and joined the Navy
two years later, rising to
become a superintendent of
submarine construction at
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
in Maine.

While there, he met Mar-
garet “Peggy” McGee, his
boss’s secretary, whom he
married in 1946. In addition
to his wife, survivors include
four children, five grandchil-
dren and two great-grand-
children. He was pre-
deceased by a daughter.

After World War II, San-
na’s father persuaded him to
join the family business,
then known as Sanna Dairy
Engineers.

Sanna proved crucial to
the company’s efforts, per-
haps most notably with the
design of a 60-foot-tall stain-
less-steel dryer in
Menomonie, described as
the largest in the world. But
his thoughts often turned
from powdered milk and
dried egg whites to the
submarines he had helped
build during World War 1T,
and to the men who worked
and sometimes died inside
of them.

“These men had to be
utterly perfect, particularly
mentally;” he wrote near the
end of his life. “I would ask
that anything said on my
behalf would include a state-
ment of tribute to the 3,505
valiant, unheralded subma-
riners of the United States
Navy who lost their lives in
World War I1.”

(Chicago Daily Tribune

ON APRILS ...

In 1614, American Indian
princess Pocahontas mar-
ried English colonist John
Rolfe in Virginia.

In 1621 the Mayflower
sailed from Plymouth,
Mass., on a return trip to
England.

In 1792 George Washington
cast the first presidential
veto, rejecting a congres-
sional measure for appor-
tioning representatives
among the states.

In 1887 British historian
Lord Acton wrote, “Power
tends to corrupt and abso-
lute power corrupts abso-
lutely” Also in 1887, in
Tuscumbia, Ala., teacher
Anne Sullivan taught her
blind and deaf pupil, Helen
Keller, the word “water” as
spelled out in sign language.

In 1895 playwright Oscar
Wilde lost his criminal libel

case against the Marquess of
Queensberry, who had ac-
cused the writer of homo-
sexual practices.

In 1951 Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg were sentenced
to death following their con-
viction in New York on
charges of conspiring to
commit espionage for the
Soviet Union; co-defendant
Morton Sobell was sen-
tenced to 30 years in prison.

In 1986 an American sol-
dier and a Turkish woman
were killed in the bombing
of a West Berlin disco-
theque, an incident that
prompted the U.S. air raid on
Libya more than a week
later.

In 1987 Fox Broadcasting
Co. made its prime-time TV
debut by airing the first
episodes of “Married ... With
Children” and “The Tracey
Ullman Show” three times
each.
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In 1991 former Texas Sen.
John Tower, his daughter
and 21 other people were
killed in a commuter plane
crash near Brunswick, Ga.

In1995 the House of Repre-
sentatives passed, 246-188, a
tax-cut bill, the final major
item in the Republicans’
“Contract With America.”

In 1999 the United Nations
suspended sanctions against
Libya after Moammar Gad-
hafi surrendered two sus-
pected Libyan intelligence
agents for trial in the 1988
Pan Am bombing. Also in
1999, in Laramie, Wyo.,
Russell Henderson pleaded
guilty to kidnapping and
felony murder in the death
of Matthew Shepard, a gay
college student.

In 2001 Wang Zhizhi be-
came the first Chinese play-
er to play in the NBA when
he took the court for Dallas
against Atlanta.

In 2004 a US.-Canadian
task force investigating the
massive power blackout of
Aug. 14, 2003, called for
urgent approval of manda-
tory reliability rules to gov-
ern the electric transmission

industry.

In 2006 Duke University’s
lacrosse coach resigned and
the school canceled the rest
of the season amid a bur-
geoning scandal involving
allegations that three players
on the highly ranked team
had raped a stripper at an
off-campus party. Also in
2006 Katie Couric an-
nounced she was leaving
NBC’s “Today” show to be-
come anchor of “The CBS
Evening News.”
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In Memoriam

Kenny Adreani
April 5, 1997

Death leaves a heartache
no one can heal,

Love leaves a memory
no one can steal.

Forever in our hearts,

Your loving family
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries
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Every life story
deserves to be told.

Share your loved one’s story at
placeanad.chicagotribune.com
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and loved ones of those who have passed,
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Edbrooke, Patricia Ellen

Patricia Ellen Edbrooke passed away Saturday,
e March 30, 2019.

» She was born August 1, 1929

| in Oak Park, IL to Joseph and

Alice Dennehy.

Patricia graduated at age 80
from Northwestern University
with a major in Philosophy of
- Communication.
| She was a Mid-West Editor
| at St. Regis Paper Company,

Public Relations Director
at Association Management Services, Account
Services Media Specialist/Copy Writer/Creative
Group at Bozell & Jacobs, and Public Affairs Director
at United Way of lllinois.

"Patsy” sang in the choir at Holy Name Cathedral
and St. John's Parish, as well as in plays, television,
and on radio. She had a lifelong passion for politics,
which included campaigning for both John and
Robert Kennedy.

Always there for the less fortunate, she loved life,
and enjoyed each day to the fullest. She had a great
sense of humor and an incredible smile. She will be
greatly missed.

Patricia is survived by her beloved sister Marilyn
(Patrick) Smith. Loving mother of five children,
the late Raymond (Kathy) Edbrooke, Sheryl (late
Alan) Watkins, Patrice (late William) Hild, Thomas
Edbrooke, and James Edbrooke. She had 7 grand-
children and 7 great grandchildren.

Patricia is preceded in death by her parents Joseph
and Alice Dennehy, and siblings Joseph, Eileen,
Lauretta, and Thomas.

Visitation Friday, April 5, 2019, 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
at Steuerle Funeral Home, Villa Park, IL. Funeral
Mass Saturday, April 6, 2019, 10:15 a.m. at St. John
the Apostle Church Villa Park, IL. Interment All Saints
Cemetery, Des Plaines, IL.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

— HONOR THE ——
— OF YOUR LOVED ONE —

GIVE THEM THE MEMORIAL AN
EXCEPTIONAL PERSON DESERVES
WITH LIFE TRIBUTES

Our professional writers will assist you
to showcase and celebrate the life of
your loved ones with a beautifully written
tribute prominently placed within the
Chicago Tribune.

L 312.222.2222

O chicagotribune.com/lifetributes
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We understand
the individuality of your loved ones.
Let us assist you in
creating something special.
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We have been providing superior quality, selection and
service to all cemeteries and faiths since 1878.

MAURICE MOORE MEMORIALS

Since 1878

5960 W. 111th Street »Chicago Ridge, IL 60415
708/636-6532 = 773/238-6132

www.mauricemoorememorials.com
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Elizabeth, "Betty” Kachlik

Elizabeth “Betty” Kachlik; beloved daughter of the
late John and the late Ann nee Simek; loving cousin
and friend of many.

Visitation Sunday, April 7, 2019 at COLONIAL-
WOJCIECHOWSKI FUNERAL HOME 6250 N.
Milwaukee Ave., Chicago. From 2:00 p.m. until
6:00 p.m. Lying-in-State Monday, April 8, at Trinity
Lutheran Church, 5106 N. La Crosse Ave., Chicago.
From 9:00 a.m. until time of Funeral Services
at 10:00 a.m. Entombment Bohemian National
Cemetery, Chicago. In lieu of flowers, donations to
Trinity Lutheran Church appreciated. Info 773-774-
0366 or www.colonialfuneral.com

r( Xilvivial -
. /}f/'r'(-//n//',/'/
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Graham Sr., Philip J.

(a.k.a. "Phil 1-Eye"); passed away on Thursday, April
4th; husband of Margaret “Peg”, nee Dolan, for 61
years; father of Philip Jr., Mary Ellen (Eric) Forsberg,
Stephen, Meg (Sean, Ret. CFD) Burke, Maureen
(Edward) Plebanek, Julie (Kevin) McGreal, Jennifer
(Gregory) Quartucci, Colette (Gregory) Scrimger,
Martin (Kristin), and Dr. Elizabeth Graham; grandpa
of 27, including his late grandson, Robert “Bobby”
Graham; and great-grandpa of 2; brother of Dr.
Georgia (Leonard) Mankowski, Robert (Mag), the
late William (Mary Lou), late Ann, and the late Louis
(Penny); brother-in-law of Maureen (Michael) Lavin,
Martin (Kim) Dolan, Michael (Kathleen) Dolan, Nancy
Dolan, late Mary Jean (Jim) Salach, and the late Jim
(Helen) Dolan; Uncle of many nieces and nephews;
Philip was born in Waukesha, Wi to the late Louis and
Mary Ellen Graham in 1934; Graduate of Leo High
School; US Army Veteran during the Korean Conflict,
and had a long career as a truck driver throughout
the greater Chicago area; He eventually settled with
Peg and their children in Oak Lawn, IL.; Phil loved
the Chicago Cubs, Chicago Bears, a cooler of beer in
the backyard, and spending time with his family; In
lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Amita
Adventist St. Thomas Hospice PO Box 130 Hinsdale,
IL  60522-0130 www.amitahealth.org/services/
hospice or to the Alzheimer’'s Association lllinois
Chapter, PO Box 96011 Washington DC 20090-6011
or www.alz.org; Visitation Sunday 3:00 to 8:00 p.m.
at Curley Funeral Home, 6116 W. 111th St. Chicago
Ridge; Funeral Monday, all family and friends will
meet directly at St. Catherine of Alexandria Church,
10621 S Kedvale Ave, Oak Lawn, Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Interment Private.; For Funeral info 708-422-2700 or
www.curleyfuneralhome.com

CurLEY FuNERAL Home
and Operated Since 189

Family Qwoned
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Hayden, William P. ‘Bill’

William P. Hayden, 90, of Dyer, IN formerly of
Dolton, IL passed away on Wednesday, April 3,
2019. Beloved father of Kathleen (David) Kapala,
Mary (Charlie) Shanks, Eileen (Robert) Sturm and
Bill Hayden. Loving grandfather of Thomas (Peggy)
Kapala, Jean (Jason) Brown, Mary Kapala and Bill
Beneventi. Proud great grandfather of Nora and
Sarah Brown, Nolan Thompson and Aidan Kapala.
Cherished brother of Barbara (Late Robert) Sterning.
Many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in
death by his beloved wife, Mary Hayden and sister,
Jean Soich.

Visitation will be on Sunday, April 7, 2019 from
2:00-7:00 pm with a prayer service at 2:30 pm at
Kish Funeral Home, 10000 Calumet Ave. Munster, IN
and on Monday from 9:30-10:00 am at the church.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on
Monday, April 8, 2019 at 10:00 am at St. Thomas
More Church, 8501 Calumet Ave. Munster, IN.
Private interment will be at Assumption Cemetery,
Glenwood, IL.

Bill retired from Commonwealth Edison after 42
years of service. Bill was an avid gardener and a
generous neighbor. He was a dedicated family man
who was known for his kindness to animals. Bill
was an active member of the community and often
spoke at various senior group meetings. In lieu of
flowers, contributions to St. Jude Children’s Hospital
in his memory would be appreciated. www.kishfu-
neralhome.net

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Hotte, Robert William
Robert W|II|am Hotte was born on March 11, 1932 in
q Buffalo, New York and joined
his beloved Susanne in their
next life together on March
31, 2019. A proud Marine, a
“|devoted husband, brother,
| uncle, father, grandfather,
= and great-grandfather, a man
~ of faith, and later in life, a de-
- voted fan of both the North
Carolina Tarheels and the
Duke Blue Devils, Bob had
unstoppable spirit and curiosity for life.
A graduate of Northwestern University
for both his undergraduate and law de-
grees, Bob practiced law for close to 40
years in Chicago and Elmhurst, IL. Married to Gloria
Selke in 1953, Bob became the proud father of Linda
Marie and Kenton Rudolph.
His second marriage to Susanne in 1980 marked
the beginning of a joyous 30 years until her death
in 2009. From their warm home in EImhurst, IL to
their retirement paradise in Fearrington Village,
North Carolina, Bob and Susanne were inseparable
partners in travel, entertaining, family, faith, friend-
ships, and music. Bob played in the handbell choir
at UCC Chapel Hill until well into his 80s, a sight that
delighted his entire family. After retirement, Bob and
Susanne spent their summer months at the lake in
Spooner, WI, a place that was forever Bob’s “best
place on earth”. As Bob took the last two years of
his journey back in the Chicago area, he never lost
his optimism, proclaiming to everyone who asked
that he was “fine and dandy!”.
Bob is survived by his children Linda (Jon) Hajdu and
Kent Hotte; his stepchildren Jenny (Dean) Fischer,
Jill Foucré (Bob Bye), and Michelle (Mark) Coleman;
six grandchildren, Leah, Chris, Clayton, Alex,
Scott, Craig, and Claire; three great grandchildren,
Leonora, Elle, and Miller; numerous nieces, nephews
and their families and his beloved dog and faithful
companion, Happy. He is preceded in death by his
parents Edward and Antoinette, sister Lois Ryan and
brother Roger Hotte.
Services will be held at First Congregational Church
of Glen Ellyn, 535 Forest Avenue Glen Ellyn, IL on
Saturday, May 11, 2019 at 11 am. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to United Church of Chapel
Hill, 1321 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill, NC
27514. Semper Fi.
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Iwanowski, Stanley W.

Beloved husband of the late Mildred nee (Rudakas)
loving father of Mark (Karen) Iwanowski; loving un-
cle of many nieces and nephews. Preceded in death
by his parents, the late John and Francis Iwanowski,
and his siblings, the late John (Helen) lwanowski,
Bruno (Alice) lwanowski, Chester (Ruby) lwanowski,
and Richard (Anne) Iwanowski. Stanley was a WWII
United States Army veteran. He was a resident of
Garfield Ridge for 60 years. Funeral Services will be
held on Saturday, April éth, at 8:30am from Ridge
Funeral Home, 6620 West Archer Avenue, Chicago,
lllinois 60638, to St. Daniel the Prophet Catholic
Church for funeral mass at 9:00am. Interment St.
Casimir Catholic Cemetery. Visitation will be held on
Friday, April 5th, from 3:00pm to 8:00pm. For more
information, please call 773-586-7900 or visit Www.
ridgefh.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Jostock, Henry
Henry Jostock 89, at rest April 2, 2019. He is sur-
y vived by his wife Jacquelyn
4 neeBucholz; children,
Matthew Jostock, Andrew
Jostock, Valerie  Jostock,
Eric (Donna) Jostock; step-
§ children, Albert Heldermon,
fi Robert (Dana) Heldermon,
‘ Sally (Dan) Arneson, Stephen
* (Lisa) Gundersen, and his
step-granddaughter Brooke
Heldermon. He was prede-
ceased by his wives Cecelia and Katherine. Henry
was an attorney in the city of Chicago for over 60
years. Donations in Henry's name may be made
to Holy Name Cathedral’s Thursday-Friday Supper
Program: 730 N Wabash Ave, Chicago, Il 60611.
Visitation April 7, 12:00 noon until 5:00 pm. Funeral
Mass April 8, 10:30 am at Holy Name Cathedral.
For information www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com,
773.472.6300.
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Kaye, Adrienne
Adnenne Ka e nee Stelmaszek age 78, passed
: ‘gaway on April 3, 2019.
" Devoted wife to late husband
' Paul, loving mom to Judi
(Chris) Johnson, Eric Zencka

* fam|||ar face in the commu-
‘mty as she enjoyed getting

to know people and learn

their stories. Her curios-
ity to learn also made her a constant figure at the
Harold Washington Library. A public visitation will
take place at Drake & Sons Funeral Home, 5303 N
Western Ave, Chicago IL 60625 from 3 to 9pm on
Sunday, April 7. In lieu of flowers please make do-
nations in her name to the Chicago Public Library

Foundation cplfoundation.org
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Lorenz, Richard H.

Richard H. Lorenz, age 84, beloved husband of 39
years to Kendra Lorenz nee Kaisner; loving father
of Richard Il (Bernice) Lorenz, Laura Lorenz, Phillip
Holt, Michael (Tammy) Holt and the late Linda (Matt)
Kirsch; cherished grandfather of Dava, Victoria
(Robert), Genevieve, Trenton, Nicole, Emily, Krystle,
Phillip 11l, Nicole and Amanda; fond great-grandpa
of RJ, Kaylani, Nova, Lola and Briar; dear brother of
Sharon Wagenaar. Visitation, Friday, April 5, from 4
to 9 pm; Funeral service 7 pm at Lawrence Funeral
Home, 4800 N. Austin Ave., Chicago. Interment Our
Lady of the Pines Catholic Cemetery (Lakeview
Cemetery) in Nevis, MN. at later date. For more info
www.lawrencefh.com or 773-736-2300.

LAWRENCE
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Merrill, Lisi Yvonne "“'Lee
Lisi “Lee” Yvonne Merrill died on Wednesday,
March 27, 2019. She was
born on March 3, 1931. She
was preceded in death by
parents, James and Bessie
Snyder. She is survived by
her husband of 66 years,
Richard “Dick” Merrill of
Naples, FL; her sons, Bill
(Jenny) Merrill of Las Vegas,
NV, Jim Merrill of Reading, PA,
and Steve (Kimberly) Merrill
of Knoxville, TN.; her sisters, Jackie
Landreth of Naples, FL and Gail Jefferies
of Greensboro, NC; grandchildren Andy
(Meagan) Merrill and Kristina (Derek)
Gasiorek, step-grandchildren Lisa and Diane Cheung
and great-grandchildren Logan and Nolan Merrill
and Jayce Gasiorek. Her oldest sister Vida "Vicki”
Tubiolo died in 2017. Lee was born and raised in
the High Point/Greensboro, North Carolina area.
After graduating from High Point High School, she
joined the Air Force, and was stationed at Westover
Massachusetts Air Force Base where she met her
future husband, Dick. They were married on the
base in 1952. Following their Air Force service, they
moved to the Chicago Suburbs, where Lee stayed
home raising their three sons and also being a very
supportive and loving wife as Dick built a success-
ful career with Commerce Clearing House (CCH).
Upon Dick’s retirement from CCH in 1991, they
moved to Naples and were very happy members
of Wyndemere Country Club for the next 23 years.
Lee and Dick then moved to Barrington Terrace of
Naples where they received such great care for the
next five years until her death. Lee enjoyed the com-
panionship of her husband and three boys. She was
a wonderful person, very selfless, kind, sincere and
generous. She also had a great passion for tennis,
playing well into her 70s. She was loved very much
by her family and will be greatly missed. Services
and interment will be held privately with family
members. Arrangements by Brian Powell Funeral
Directors of Hinsdale. For information: 630-703-
9131 or www.powellfuneraldirectors.com

FOWELL

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Muijica, Robert

Robert Mujica, beloved son of the late Ines and
late Carmella nee Ceja; loving brother of Kathleen
(Christopher) Duncan, Josephine (Dominic) Castro,
Alice, Tony and the late Louis “Lou” and the late
Henry “Hank” Mujica; dearest uncle of Ann Castro,
Tina (Brad) Bramwell, Sharon (Rich) Cornelius, Lori
Castro, Michael and Amanda Duncan; dear great un-
cle of Sabrina (Artur), Felicia, Kayla, Melissa, Brandon
and Jacob and great great uncle of Sofia and cousin
of many. Visitation Sunday, April 7, 2019 from 3 to
8:00 p.m. and Monday. 8:45 a.m. till time of services
at 9:45 a.m. at Ivins/Moravecek Funeral Home 80 E.
Burlington St. Riverside to St. Mary Church, Mass
10:00 a.m. Interment Queen of Heaven. Info at
www.moravecek.com or 708-447-2261.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries
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Murphy, Kathleen T ‘Katie’
Kathleen “Katie” T. Murphy, nee Ptacek, age 83, of
Lombard. Beloved wife of the late James “Pete”
Peter Murphy; loving mother of John (Denise)
Murphy, Peggy (Pat) Wier, Jim (Lori) Murphy, and
Marie (Mike) Langdon; devoted grandmother of Will
(Emily), Anne and Margaret Murphy, Andy and Katie
Wier, Colin, Caleigh, and Cara Murphy, and Lauren
and Gracie Langdon; loving sister of Ed Ptacek, Mike
(the late Judy) Ptacek, and the late Rosemary (the
late Bob) Langer; sister-in-law of the late Robert
“Red” (the late Karen) Murphy; aunt of many nieces
and nephews. Katie was born in Chicago, grew up in
Kenosha and moved to Lombard for good in 1960.
She loved her family and friends and approached
life with unparalleled optimism and energy. Above
all else, Katie cherished her family, especially her
treasured grandchildren. She enjoyed navigating
life on her terms, valued being heard and remained
independent through the end. Katie died suddenly
due to complications from a fall. A three-time can-
cer survivor, beginning 40 years ago, she appreci-
ated every day, lived longer than she ever dreamt
possible and passed with no regrets.
The family extends deep gratitude to Dr. David
Dungan, Dr. James Mok and the entire care team
at Edward Hospital. Visitation Sunday, April 7th,
2-7 pm at Knollcrest Funeral Home, 1500 S. Meyers
Rd. (3 blks. So. of Roosevelt Rd.) Lombard. Funeral
Monday, 10:15am from the funeral home to Christ
the King, 1501 S. Main St., Lombard. Mass 11am.
Interment private. Memorials to the American
Cancer Society, or The Humanitarian Service Project,
are appreciated. Funeral info: (630) 932-1500 or
www.knollcrest.net
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Nugent, Colette

Colette Nugent, 78, the youngest of the five Nugent
Sisters from Visitation Parish;
loving daughter of the late
Edward and Rose Nolan
Nugent; Dearest sister of the
late Audrie (the late Robert)
Leen, the late Clare (the late
George) Yandel, Rosellen
(the late William) Weick
and Ethel (the late James)
Monson. Favorite Aunt of the
"Katzenjammer Kids” (a/k/a
the nieces and nephews) and the younger genera-
tion of great-nieces and nephews. Dear friend of the
late Patrick O'Toole and all of her girlfriends. Funeral
Mass, Saturday, April 6th at 10:00 a.m., at the
McDonough Chapel & Mercy Ministry Center, Saint
Xavier University, 3700 W. 103rd Street, Chicago, IL
60655. Interment private
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O’Brien, James L. ‘Jim’

James “Jim” L. O'Brien, 86, of Frankfort, Il. passed
away, Wednesday, April 3, 2019, at his home.
Visitation will be held at Maher Funeral Home Tinley
Park--- on Sunday, April 7th from 3 to 9. Mass of
Christian Burial will be held at 11:30 am, Monday,
April 8th, at Saint Anthony’s Church, Frankfort,
II. Jim will be buried at Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery, Jim was born in Waukon lowa and Served
in the US Air Force. He married Carol in 1961. Jim
worked as a safety director and was active with Boy
Scout Troop 270. Jim is survived by his wife, Carol,
children, Larry O'Brien and Karen Campolattara-
grandchildren, Matt Campolattara, Abigail and
Kaitlyn O’'Brien and Katelyn Campolattara of
Plainfield. He is preceded in death by his parents,
siblings, and his son Ken O'Brien.
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O’Connor, James J.

James J. O'Connor of Evergreen Park, passed away
peacefully surrounded by his six children; beloved
husband of late Joan nee O'Rourke; loving father of
Ann, Siobhan (Bill) Hartsell, Susan (Russ) Chadwick,
Kathy (Pete) Badovinac, Jim, Ed (Maryann) O’Connor;
proud Superhero Papa of Caitlin (Joe), Meghan
(Kurtis), Alyssa (Alec) and Brendan Hartsell, Connor
and Bridget Chadwick, Sam and Jack Badovinac,
Joey and Ryan O’Connor and the late Peter, Max
and Jacqueline Badovinac; and great grandfather
of Ned; cherished son of the late James and the
late Josephine O’Connor, nee Dore; dear brother of
Maureen (late Jack) O'Shea. and brother-in-law of
Dick (Pat) O'Rourke, Patricia O'Rourke, Tom (Barb)
O'Rourke, Jim (Maureen) O'Rourke and the late Terry
(Dorothy) O'Rourke, Jack (late Nora) O'Rourke and Fr
Bernard O'Rourke; fond uncle of many. Jim was a big
White Sox fan and a good day for him was when the
White Sox won and the Cubs lost. Jim’'s family asks
that when you remember him, you toast Jim with an
ice cold Budweiser. Visitation is on Sunday, April 7,
2019, 3:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at Gibbons Funeral
Home, 134 South York Road, (2 mile North of Saint
Charles Road), Elmhurst. Friends and family will
meet for a Mass of Christian Burial Monday, April 8,
2019, 10:30 a.m. at St Bernadette Catholic Church,
9343 S. Francisco, Evergreen Park. Interment Holy
Sepulchre Catholic Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
donations may gratefully be made in his name to
Misericordia Heart of Mercy, 6300 North Ridge,
Chicago, IL 60660 or the Lupus Society of Illinois ,
411 S Wells St #710, Chicago, IL 60707. For funeral
information please call 630-832-0018 or www.gib-
bonsfuneralhome.com
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Persino, Dominic C.

Dominic C. Persino, age 93, of Morton Grove.
Beloved husband of the late Lucille M.
Persino nee Deluca.; loving father of
Jimmy (Gail) Persino and Marie (Patrick)
Kraska; cherished PaPa of Justin (Julie)
Harris, Deanna (Ryan) Subler, Lisa (Ray)
Aviles, Becky (Jason) Braslawsky, Elexis (Justin)
Jay and Sean Persino, and his great grandchildren
Kaitlynn, Elisa, Chloe, Dominic, Kayla, Peyton,
Ethan, Vinny, Chase, Lucy, Jonah, Mia and Spencer.
Visitation Saturday April 6, 2019 10:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m. at Donnellan Family Funeral Home, 10045
Skokie Boulevard at Old Orchard Road, Skokie,
lllinois 60077. Interment Private, Memorial Park
Cemetery, Skokie. In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN, 38105.

Info: www.donnellanfuneral.com or (847) 675-1990

Donnellan

« FAMiLY FUNERAL SERVICES »

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Puljung, Geraldine G. ‘Gerry’

Geraldine G. ‘Gerry’ Puljung, age 77 of Western
Springs; beloved wife of John J. Puljung for 55 years;
loving mother of John M. Puljung, Meredith (Daniel)
Weith, & Michael (Angel) Puljung; dear sister of
Terrence Held & the late Patrick Held; preceded in
death by loving parents George & Geraldine Held.
Visitation 2 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, April 7 at Hallowell
& James Funeral Home, 1025 W. 55thSt., Countryside.
Funeral prayers 10:45 a.m. on Monday, April 8, from
the funeral home to St. John of the Cross Church,
Western Springs. Mass 11:15 a.m. Interment Queen
of Heaven Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations in
Gerry's name to the American Kidney Fund are ap-
preciated. Funeral info: (708) 352-6500 or hjfunerals.
com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Saporito, Anthony M.
Anthony M. Saporito, suddenly, age 56, at rest March
27, 2019. Beloved son of Alfred C. Saporito and
Marjorie Saporito (nee White); loving brother of the
late Anthony; dear cousin of several. Funeral Mass
Saturday April 6, 2019 at 10 A.M. at Divine Infant
Church 1601 Newcastle, Westchester. Visitation at
the Church from 9 A.M. till time of Funeral Mass.
Interment Queen of Heaven Cemetery. Info 630-852-
8000 or www.westsuburbanfh.com. Arrangements
entrusted to West Suburban Funeral Home &
Cremation Services, Anthony P. Cappetta, Director
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Simon, Ronald
Born East Chlca 0, Indiana. Preceded in death by
. x father Stephen and mother
Irene Simon. Survived by
wife Linda R. Guthrie, sister
Stephanie Casey (Roger),
daughters ~ Cathy  Silver
(Ronald) and Caralyn Ross
(John), sons Jerry (Claudia),
Terry, and Dan Simon; step-
sons Jason (Ellen) and John
Guthrie (Ashley), 11 grand-
children, 5 step-grandchil-
dren and 3 great-grandchildren.
A memorial service will be scheduled for a later
date to be held in Chicago.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the
St. Louis University basketball program, Vanderbilt
University Medical Center, or St. Thomas Hospital.
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Trapani, Amelia J ‘Millie’

Amelia ”Mlllle" Trapani, nee Jakopovich. Beloved
wife of the late Bennett P.
Loving mother of B. Gregory
(Lauri) Trapani, Daniel (Beth)
Trapani, Janet  (Luther)
| Abernethy and Joan (John)
Hastings. Cherished grand-
mother of Ben (Rena) Trapani
and Michael (Laura) Trapani,
Sarah (Beau) Sullivan and Nic
(fiancé Christiana) Trapani,
Lisa and Dan Abernethy, Amy
Hastings, Megan (fiancé Michael) Hastings and Kate
(Billy) Poetker. Devoted great-grandmother of 5.
Dear sister-in-law of Frank (the late Dolores) Trapani.
Fond aunt of many nieces and nephews. Preceded in
death by her parents Fabian and Teresa Jakopovich
and sister Rose (the late Bill) Bolash. Former owner
of Millie’s Hallmark in Mt. Prospect. In lieu of flowers
memorials to St. Raymond de Penafort Church, 301
S. I-Oka, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056. Visitation Monday,
April 8th, 4:00 P.M. — 8:00 P.M, at Friedrichs Funeral
Home, 320 W. Central Rd. at Northwest Highway,
Mount Prospect. Visitation Tuesday, April 9th, 9:30
A.M. until Funeral Mass 10:30 A.M. at St. Raymond
de Penafort Church, Elmhurst Rd. (Rt. 83) at Lincoln
St., Mount Prospect. Interment private.

Information call 847-255-7800 or www.friedrichsfh.
com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Verba, Sophie

Sophie Verba nee Bilik, 109, formerly of Chicago.
Beloved wife of the late Louis; loving mother of
Richard (Pat) Verba and the late Yolanda (Art)
Suhajda; cherished grandmother of Yolanda (Tom)
VanOost, Arthur (Denise) Suhajda, Victoria (Rich)
Windbiel, Valerie (Scott) LaMorte and the late Joe
(Carole) Suhajda; proud great grandmother of 11.
Sophie was known in her retirement communities
as "The Flower Lady”. Now she is making her
floral arrangements in heaven. Visitation at Ahlgrim
Funeral Home, 567 S. Spring Rd., EImhurst from 3:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Sunday, April 7, 2019. Prayers
9:15 a.m. Monday, April 8, 2019 at the funeral home
going to St. Charles Borremeo Church, 145 E. Grand
Ave., Bensenville. Mass at 10:00 a.m. Interment
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