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Foxx

releases
Smollett
missives

Texts, emails do
little to explain
why case dropped

BY MEGAN CREPEAU
Chicago Tribune

Just after news broke
that “Empire” actor Jussie
Smollett had been indicted
on 16 felony counts, Cook
County State’s Attorney
Kim Foxx told her top
deputy that Smollett was a
“washed up celeb who lied
to cops” and the number of
felony counts he faced was
excessive, communications
obtained by the Chicago
Tribune show.

“S000......I'm recused, but
when people accuse us of
overcharging cases...16
counts on a class 4 (felony)
becomes exhibit A,” Foxx
said in a text message to
Joseph Magats, her top as-
sistant, on March 8.

Foxx went on in those
texts to Magats to compare
Smollett’s case to the of-
fice’s pending indictment of
R&B singer R. Kelly on 10
charges of aggravated crim-
inal sexual abuse.

“Pedophile with 4 vic-
tims 10 counts. Washed up
celeb who lied to cops, 16
(counts),” she wrote. “... Just
because we can charge
something doesn’t mean we
should”

Smollett, who is African-
American and openly gay,
had been indicted on 16
counts of disorderly con-
duct on charges he staged a
hate crime attack on him-
self. Foxx’s office created a
firestorm of protest after
abruptly dropping the
charges less than three
weeks later at a court hear-
ing reporters only learned
about at the last minute.

Late Tuesday, Foxx’s of-
fice made public thousands
of internal texts and emails
on the Smollett case in
response to public-records
requests by the Tribune.

The office, though, de-
nied outright requests for
itsinternal files, saying it did
so because the judge presid-
ing over the case had agreed
to seal the public court file
moments after prosecutors
dropped all the charges.
The Chicago Police Depart-
ment has also denied pub-

Turn to Foxx, Page 8
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BLAIR KAMIN
Cityscapes

The cathedral of Notre
Dame was builttobe a
house of God, its soaring
Gothic sanctuary meant to
inspire both awe and fear.

Indeed, one of the latest
photographs of the cathe-
dral’s fire-damaged interi-
or paints a picture of mi-
raculous survival: a pile of
charred timbers leads the
eye upward to a statue of
the Virgin Mary holding
the crucified Jesus, a
golden cross over Mary’s
head.

Yet Notre Dame is still
subject to the laws of

R

physics — and scores of
unanswered questions
about the continued via-
bility of its structural
skeleton, which rises
more than 108 feet from
the floor of the cathedral
to the top of its criss-
crossing vaults.

Did the intense heat of
the fire weaken the cathe-
dral’s centuries-old blocks
of stone, causing what
structural engineers call
“thermal shock”?

Could the mortar that
holds those blocks to-
gether have been loosened
by the torrents of water
that put out the fire?

Those were among the
questions swirling Tues-
day as officials tallied the
damage to the beloved
landmark, French compa-
nies like Louis Vuitton

Turn to Kamin, Page 7

-------

KAMIL ZIHNIOGLU/AP

People attend a vigil Tues-
day in Paris. Authorities
consider the cathedral fire
Monday an accident.

INSIDE

JOHN KASS: Macron
offersinspired leadership as
Notre Dame burns. Page 2
MARY SCHMICH: A piece
of the world’s heart has
gone up in flames. Page 3
WHAT’S NEXT: Rebuilding
the cathedral will be long,
fraught and expensive.
Nation & World, Page 13
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CHRISTOPHE PETIT TESSON/GETTY-AFP
Debris litters the inside of Notre Dame Cathedral on Tuesday after an inferno engulfed the 12th-century landmark Monday in Paris.

Notre Dame’s treasures
rescued during inferno

‘Our Lady’ must face
physics to be phoenix

BY SAMUEL PETREQUIN
AND THOMAS
ADAMSON

Associated Press

PARIS — The inferno
that raged through Notre
Dame Cathedral for more
than 12 hours destroyed its
spire and its roof but
spared its twin medieval
bell towers, and a frantic
rescue effort saved the
monument’s “most pre-
cious treasures,” including
the relic revered as Jesus’
Crown of Thorns, officials
said Tuesday.

French President Em-
manuel Macron pledged
to rebuild the beloved Ro-
man Catholic architectur-
al landmark, and wanted
to see it completed within
five years.

“We have so much to
rebuild,” Macron said in a
televised address to the

Macron pledges Paris
landmark to be rebuilt

nation. “We will rebuild
Notre Dame Cathedral
even more beautifully. We
can do it, and once again,
we will mobilize (to do
s0).”

Authorities consider the
fire an accident, possibly
as a result of restoration
work at the global archi-
tectural treasure that sur-
vived almost 900 years of
tumultuous French his-
tory but was devastated in
the blaze on the second
day of Holy Week.

Paris prosecutor Remy
Heitz said the inquiry into
the fire would be “long and
complex” Fifty investiga-
tors were working on it
and would interview
workers from five compa-
nies hired for the renova-
tions to the cathedral’s
roof, where the flames first

Turn to Fire, Page 13

As pot goes legit, 4/20 Saturday hke Black Frlday

Chicago fest will
see weed firms,
3K fans converge

By ALLY MAROTTI
Chicago Tribune

A street festival unlike
any other will be held in
Chicago’s Uptown neigh-
borhood this weekend: a
daylong celebration of
weed.

Saturday is April 20, or
4/20, a day that has
evolved into a nationwide
celebration of marijuana.
In the cannabis communi-
ty, the term 420 is a slang
reference to smoking
weed. The term reportedly
dates to the 1970s, when a

group of Northern Cali-
fornia high schoolers be-
gan meeting after classes
at 4:20 p.m. to light up. Use
of “420” gradually spread
and grew into a marijuana
holiday of sorts on April
20.

Corporate America has
latched onto the 420 cele-
brations in various ways,
sometimes by using April
20 as a day to promote or
launch snack foods that
stoners with the munchies
might crave. Last year,
Burger King brought back
its spicy chicken nuggets
on 4/20, and Lyft offered
$4.20 discounts. Conagra,
the Chicago-based com-

Turn to 4/20, Page 8

Loyola coach
Moser turns

Trisha Parker-Madison, of Chicago, waves a flag to promote marijuana legalization
during the Mile High 420 Festival on April 20, 2018, in Denver’s Civic Center Park.

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP

down St. John’s

“You can be rich without
the dollar signs,” he said
after declining a deal from
St. John’s worth a reported
$17 million to $18 million.
Chicago Sports

City launches
mural registry to
protect street art

After incidents in which
street art was mistaken for
vandalism, Chicago
launched its registry. Some
artists worry about bureau-
cracy. Chicagoland, Page 4

Tom Skilling’s forecast High 71 Low 52

Chicago Weather Center: Complete
forecast on back page of A+E section
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UPCOMING TRIBUNE
‘UNSCRIPTED’ EVENTS

An Intimate Conversation with John Waters
When: Tuesday, May 28, from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. (Doors
open at 6:15 p.m.), Studebaker Theater, 410 S. Michigan
Ave.

M Film critic Michael Phillips will talk to director and
celebrity John Waters about his upcoming book, “Mr.
Know-It-All” As auteur of the transgressive movie clas-
sics “Pink Flamingos,” “Polyester,” the original “Hairspray,”
“Cry-Baby,” and “A Dirty Shame,” Waters is one of the
world’s great sophisticates, and in his new book, he
serves it up raw. Through it all, Waters swears by one
undeniable truth: “”"Whatever you might have heard,
there is absolutely no downside to being famous. None
at all” Following their conversation, Waters will stay to
sign copies of his book and take photos with fans.
Tickets: www.eventbrite.com/e/chicago-tribunes-
unscripted-presents-john-waters-tickets-
60008409769

An Intimate Conversation with Valerie Jarrett
When: Monday, June 3, from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. (Doors
open at 6:15 p.m.), University Club of Chicago, 76 E. Mon-
roe St.

H Chicago Tribune’s publisher and editor-in-chief Bruce
Dold will talk to senior adviser to the Obama Foundation,
businesswoman, advocate for social justice and former
government official Valerie Jarrett about her upcoming
book (“Finding My Voice: My Journey to the West Wing
and the Path Forward”), her writing process and the
stories that inspired her book. Following their conversa-
tion, Jarrett will stay to sign copies of her book.

Tickets: www.eventbrite.com/e/chicago-tribunes-
unscripted-presents-valerie-jarrett-tickets-
60008677570
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As Notre Dame, the great Gothic
cathedral of Paris, was gutted by fire,
French President Emmanuel Macron
was expected to reach the hearts of
his people. He didn’t disappoint them.

Oratory from politicians doesn’t put
out fires. It doesn’t save relics so im-
portant to the Roman Catholic faith-
ful, such as the Crown of Thorns said
to have been worn by Jesus Christ at
his crucifixion.

And oratory won’t save Christianity
in a modern, left-dominated and
secular Western Europe undergoing
great cultural change.

It is a Europe that is spiritually and
culturally adrift, while holding Chris-
tianity firmly at a distance. And the
European political class wishes that
its arms were much longer.

The cathedral of Notre Dame of
Paris is firmly rooted in the West, but
the fire awakens us to what has been
lost.

Notre Dame is iconic, a monument
that speaks to beauty and to France’s
place as a great and civilized society.

And Macron vowed to rebuild the
stunning and uplifting medieval ca-
thedral of Paris.

“Notre Dame is our history, it’s our
literature, it’s our imagery,” Macron
told his people. “It’s the place where
we live our greatest moments, from
wars to pandemics to liberations. ...
I'm telling you all tonight — we will
rebuild this cathedral together. This is
probably part of the French destiny”

Some 13 million tourists visit Notre
Dame each year. It is the most visited
monument in all of France. Yet it is
more than a monument and greater
than the work of generations of in-
spired medieval masons and archi-
tects.

It is a great church gutted by fire
during western Christianity’s holiest
of weeks, with the devout praying for
salvation of their souls and the resur-
rection of Christ, as Roman Catholics
and Protestants prepare for Easter
Sunday.

I've been overwhelmed. and per-
haps you have, too, by the other stories
attached to the catastrophe.

JOHN KASS

Macron’s inspired leadership
as Notre Dame gutted by fire

By the heroism of the Rev. Jean-
Marc Fournier, chaplain of the Paris
fire department, who was credited
with risking his life to save the Crown
of Thorns and consecrated bread and
wine.

And of course, by the story of peo-
ple coming forward to donate to the
rebuilding, and by those who prayed
and sang outside as the fire raged
within.

All that is part of the Notre Dame
story now, as is the iconic physical
sweep of the cathedral over Paris. But
in the rush of news, we might want to
consider the truly astounding aspect
of Notre Dame.

What it says about the culture that
built it, a culture of great confidence.

Because only a culture that is su-
premely confident in itself could ever
have conceived of such a monument,
let alone actually build and then main-
tain it for centuries.

The French culture that built Notre
Dame — construction began in 1163 —
was not unsure of itself. It was not
consumed by sophistry. It was not a
culture where ridicule was the coin on
the realm, and hypocrisy was its twin.

It was a culture that could look
clearly to heaven, unashamed.

Notre Dame stood through the
plague and the Hundred Years’ War. It
withstood the French Revolution,
when radicals of the time sought to
turn it into something of a secular
church of reason.

In the last century, Notre Dame
withstood two world wars.

And for all that, President Macron’s
defiant vow to rebuild is inspiring
indeed. It required courage.

Especially given the climate of the
modern day. According to a Pew Re-
search Center survey published in
2018, Western Europe has become
one of the world’s most secular re-
gions.

“Although the vast majority of
adults say they were baptized, today
many do not describe themselves as
Christians,” Pew found. “Some say
they gradually drifted away from
religion, stopped believing in religious

YOAN VALAT/GETTY-AFP

teachings, or were alienated by scan-
dals or church positions on social
issues.”

And not just one scandal, but scan-
dal after scandal, worldwide. With
church attendance plummeting, the
Financial Times reported, also in
2018, on European fertility rates.

“Women in France and Sweden can
expect to have 1.92 and 1.88 children
over their lifetimes respectively, but it
is generally accepted that fertility
rates have to exceed around 2.1 in
order for a population to replace itself
without inward migration boosting
numbers. Across the EU the average
fertility rate is 1.6.”

Of course, the influx of new immi-
grants to Europe from the Middle
East and North Africa will change that
equation. And the wholesale rejection
of Christianity by Europeans who say
they were born and raised Christian is
also part of that equation.

All of it changes culture, or at least,
shapes it. And religion is tied to cul-
ture.

The Islamic newcomers to Europe,
while seeking safety, human rights
and opportunities denied them in
their nations of origin, may be unsure
about many things. But they are not
unsure about their religion.

They’re not ashamed to pray.
They’re not self-conscious about their
beliefs as are many of the native Euro-
peans. Their women have children.

But the fire of Notre Dame, gutting
the cathedral in Holy Week, the peo-
ple singing hymns outside and Mac-
ron vowing to rebuild, all of it may
waken France to what was, and what
is, and what could be.

“This history is ours,” Macron said
of Notre Dame. “And it burns. It burns,
and I know the sadness so many of
our fellow French feel”

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin — at

www.wgnradio.com/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

Jjskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass
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A piece of the world’s heart goes up in flames

MARY SCHMICH

You can tell yourself it’s just a
building, just a church.

You can tell yourself everything
changes, nothing lasts forever.

You can say these things and
know them to be true, but if
you've ever seen Paris’ Cathedral
of Notre Dame, none of that mat-
tered Monday when the most
beloved church in the world went
up in flames, and with it a piece of
the world’s heart.

I was watching the catastrophe
on a screen — “Massive Fire En-
gulfs Notre Dame” said the giant
headline — when I got an email
from a friend in New York I've
known since college. We both
lived in France during our 20s
and have gone back many times.

“Another among the backdrops
of our youth that seemed perma-
nent, today in flames,” he wrote.
“Who else can I shed tears with
but you?”

Reading his note, I was grateful
for the solace of our shared mem-
ory. I also knew that people every-
where were sharing that kind of
shock and sadness.

Notre Dame de Paris — Our
Lady of Paris — defines the city it
occupies. It’s essential to the
identity of Parisians and of special
importance to Catholics. And yet
perhaps more than any other
building in the world, it belongs
to all of us. It’s a piece of our col-
lective past, a building that since
its construction in the 12th and
13th centuries has survived wars
and plagues, riots and revolution
and Nazis, all the chaos of life on
this planet. It symbolizes that
survival.

It connects people through the
centuries and connects people
from all over the globe. If you've
seen it, you probably remember
the awe of the first time.

Maybe it was on a semester
abroad or vacation, a trip for
work, a honeymoon.

Maybe you saw it with some-
one you loved: a friend, a spouse,
your mother, your children.

Maybe you saw it alone, glad
for the solitude that let you ab-
sorb the splendor free of distrac-
tion.

Whatever the circumstances, if

Even the most
casual tourist can’t
help but feel in the
presence of some-
thing far greater
than a building. At
Notre Dame, you're
in the presence of
time itself.

you were ever in Paris for even a
day, you almost surely saw it: the
giant rose windows, the spire, the
gargoyles, the balustrades, the
flying buttresses, the massive
stone, the sheer size and audacity

of it assured to make you gasp.

In modern times, thousands of
people a day flock to the specta-
cle. They come from everywhere.
From Kansas and China, South
Africa and Argentina, Towa and
Iran. They speak countless lan-
guages, practice many religions.

They gawk and snap photos.
Even the most casual tourist can’t
help but feel in the presence of
something far greater than a
building. At Notre Dame, you're in
the presence of time itself.

I saw it for the first time when I
was 19 and have seen it often
since. It has never ceased to make
me pause with wonder.

My last visit was three years
ago this month. I avoided the
tourist lines, content to settle onto
a nearby park bench next to the
river.

In the waning afternoon, as I

sat there with the pigeons, the
bells began to toll. I closed my
eyes and let the sound roll over
me, imagining all the people from
distant centuries who on hearing
the bells felt drawn into a power
bigger than their own.

Iimagined those mystical bells
and all those vanished people
Monday as the cathedral burned.

In the middle of the afternoon
Chicago time, a headline on the
TV screen warned: The fire chief
in Paris says firefighters have 90
minutes to save Notre Dame.
Ninety minutes to save nearly
nine centuries.

Wikipedia had already updated
its Notre Dame entry to note:
“Spire of the cathedral, originally
in place 13th-18th century, re-
created in the 19th century, de-
stroyed in a 2019 fire”

In the end, though, Notre Dame

THOMAS SAMSON/GETTY-AFP
People look on from the quay of the River Seine as firefighters douse flames billowing from the roof at Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris on Monday.

wasn’t entirely lost. Millions of
dollars were quickly pledged to
restore what burned, stirring an
inevitable backlash: So much
money for an old church when
there are so many people in need?

The question is valid. So is the
spontaneous, genuine grief the
fire aroused in the millions of
people who recognize in this old
church a power to elevate, inspire
and briefly unite so many puny,
combative humans.

As the flames raged and the
smoke billowed, it was tempting
to think of the fire as an omen of
the world gone mad. But we have
to remember that the world has
always been mad and humans
have always figured out a way to
rebuild from ruins.

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MarySchmich
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Street artist Rahmaan “Statik” Barnes, paints a mural in an alley by Fullerton and Milwaukee in Logan Square on Tuesday.

As street art gets registry,
some artists fear red tape

Database meant to keep
murals from erasure
may add bureaucracy

By NAUSHEEN HUSAIN
Chicago Tribune

Chicago street artists now have the
option of taking an extra step to protect
their work: stamping a city seal on their
creation.

After several incidents last year in
which street art was mistaken for vandal-
ism and removed, the city this week
launched its public mural registry. But
some question adding another layer of
bureaucracy to what they say should be a
purely creative process.

“I think they’re well-intentioned, but
my background is as a graffiti artist — I
just want to paint, man,” said Rahmaan
“Statik” Barnes, a street artist from
Woodlawn who goes by Statik. “I think a
lot of artists don’t really want to have to
check in with someone to make sure their
work isn’t whitewashed.”

The registry is expected to help the city
raise its public art profile by providing a
searchable database for tourists and
locals as well as serve as a guide for city
workers who sometimes are unable to
differentiate between art and graffiti.
Mark Kelly, the commissioner of the city’s
Department of Cultural Affairs and Spe-
cial Events, said the city emblems should

prevent artwork from being erased in the
future.

“If someone doesn’t want to register,
that’s their choice, but registration en-
sures that this work is protected,” he said.

Sandra Antongiorgi painted “Es
Tiempo de Recordar” on Pulaski Road
and Bloomingdale Avenue in Logan
Square with two others in 1992 and
restored it in 2010, but the mural was
erased by the city in May 2018. Anton-
giorgi said she is encouraged by the
registry but isn’t sure it will be enough to
protect projects in gentrifying neighbor-
hoods where artists may not know about
the registry.

“Whitewashing images replicates his-
torical trauma, particularly for underrep-
resented communities,” said Antongiorgi,
who has created works in the past
celebrating the history of Puerto Rican
communities in Chicago. “I don’t expect
art to stay in a community for 20 or 30 or
40 years, but no one should be able to take
it down without consulting the artist and
the people, which isn’t what’s been
happening in some neighborhoods.”

Nearly 150 murals from around the city
are listed on the registry, maintained by
the city’s cultural affairs department. The
database contains titles, artists, locations,
descriptions and will eventually include
images of street art. According to applica-
tion guidelines, submitted art must be in
good condition, can’t serve as product
placement, and can’t contain known gang
signs or hostility. There is no cost to

submit a piece of artwork to the registry.
Once approved, each mural gets an ID
number and a city emblem that can be
placed on or near the artwork.

Some artists say that in the past several
years, street art in gentrifying areas like
those along the 606 bike and pedestrian
trail, has seen an upsurge in interest from
tourists and Instagram users, which has
led to more interest from the city to
protect it.

Statik, the Woodlawn artist, was work-
ing on a new piece of art Tuesday — his
Instagram handle in bold, purple letters
with some pandas and the face of a black
man — to contribute to Project Logan, a
rotation-based, curated area of wall art
near the Milwaukee and Fullerton inter-
section in Logan Square, visible from the
Blue Line. Flash ABC, an artist and the
curator of Project Logan, said the com-
munity has changed during the eight
years he has worked on this project. He
said he thinks the registry is an attempt to
protect street artists but not necessarily
graffiti.

“Graffiti is art,” said Flash ABC, who
said he had called Logan Square home
since his mother moved there in 1972 but
was recently priced out. “The majority of
us who do this started out as graffiti
artists. If this registry creates more walls
(to paint on) for the common artist or the
kid who wants to paint, then I’'m down for
it”

nhusain@chicagotribune.com

Community
groups to sue
over Lincoln
Yards TIF

Critics of the tax subsidy say
city failed to meet state rules

BY JOHN BYRNE
Chicago Tribune

Community groups opposed to a tax
subsidy tied to the Lincoln Yards devel-
opment will sue the city to try to stop the
deal, they announced Tuesday.

The Grassroots Collaborative and
Raise Your Hand plan to file suit in Cook
County Circuit Court, arguing Mayor
Rahm Emanuel’s administration failed to
meet state rules for tax increment financ-
ing that stipulate the property tax diver-
sion program only be used in blighted
areas where development wouldn’t occur
without the infusion of public dollars.

The City Council last week approved
up to $1.3 billion in TIF money for
infrastructure work in and around Lin-
coln Yards, slated to be built on 55 acres
along the North Branch of the Chicago
River near the tony Lincoln Park and
Bucktown neighborhoods.

Grassroots Collaborative has com-
plained there isn’t enough affordable
housing included in the 14.5 million
square feet of office, residential, hotel,
restaurant, retail and entertainment
space planned for Lincoln Yards. Raise
Your Hand, a Chicago Teachers Union-
aligned public school advocacy group,
says a big chunk of the tax money should
instead be earmarked for Chicago Public
Schools.
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People opposed to the Lincoln Yards development protest in Chicago last week. The City
Council has approved up to $1.3 billion in TIF money for work in and around the project.

Critics of TIF have for decades ques-
tioned how former Mayor Richard M.
Daley and then Emanuel administered
the TIF program, which freezes the
amount of property tax money paid to
taxing bodies such as the city and the
school district for up to 23 years while
directing additional money collected as
property values increase to instead pay
for projects within the boundaries of the
TIF district itself.

While critics frequently have com-
plained that wealthy developers were
reaping the benefits of public money to
bolster their projects as needy communi-
ties have seen too little benefit, the
Lincoln Yards development has galva-
nized TIF opponents because of its sheer
size and the fact it’s to be built in such a
prime spot.

Mayor-elect Lori Lightfoot said during

her campaign that the process to approve
Lincoln Yards and another massive TIF
outlay for The 78 project in the South
Loop were rushed and not transparent
enough. But last week, she helped the
proposals win City Council approval by
first calling on aldermen not to vote on
them, then assisting their passage by
getting the developers to agree to include
more contracts for minority- and women-
owned businesses.

Some activists say the concessions
Lightfoot won don’t go nearly far enough,
and the TIF deals should be scrapped or
completely reworked. Lightfoot said she
believes there will be further chances to
hold developers’ feet to the fire as the
projects proceed.

Jjebyrne@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @_johnbyrne

Parents
retreat over
transgender
kids’ access

Palatine-based district
allowed use of rooms to
match gender identity

BY ELYSSA CHERNEY
Chicago Tribune

Resolving a three-year legal battle, a
group of parents and high school students
have dropped an effort to restrict bathroom
and locker room access for transgender
pupils in the northwest suburbs.

U.S. District Judge Jorge Alonso ap-
proved the dismissal Monday, closing one
chapter in a long-standing dispute that has
pitted some students and parents against
Palatine-based District 211, the state’s larg-
est high school district.

A separate lawsuit against District 211 by
a transgender student who has since
graduated — claiming its policies on locker
room access were too restrictive — is still
pending in state court.

The dismissal in the federal case means
the policies at the center of the controversy,
which allow transgender students to use
facilities that correspond with their gender
identity, will remain in place.

“The District will continue our practices
of affirming and supporting the identity of
our students with access to bathrooms and
locker rooms,” spokesman Tom Petersen
said in a statement.

An attorney for the parents group suing
the district did not fully explain why her
clients dropped the case. In a statement
issued Monday, attorney Christiana Hol-
comb of Arizona-based Alliance Defending
Freedom noted that two transgender stu-
dents who were allowed to use the girls’
locker rooms when the lawsuit was initially
filed in 2016 have since graduated. She also
said her organization will continue to
“actively monitor the situation.”

“If new conflicts arise because the school
district allows opposite-sex use of boys’ or
girls’ privacy facilities, such as locker
rooms, we will take appropriate legal
action,” she said.

On the other side, attorneys at the
American Civil Liberties Union of Illinois,
who intervened in the case to represent
transgender students, welcomed a long-
awaited conclusion in the matter.

ACLU attorney John Knight said in a
statement that District 211 has a ways to go
to make school welcoming for all students,
including those who are transgender.

“There has never been any harm to
non-transgender students from sharing
restrooms and locker rooms with students
whom they perceive as different,” he said.
“The only harm has been to transgender
students who have been targeted with
fear-mongering and misinformation. Stu-
dents who are transgender have never been
a threat to anyone in this school or
elsewhere”

Ed Yohnka, a spokesman for the ACLU,
said Students and Parents for Privacy did
not discuss their decision to ask for
dismissal, and he could not speculate why
they chose to end the lawsuit.

“This literally just dropped out of the
sky;” he said Monday.

In Palatine, the controversy over bath-
room and locker room rights dates to at
least 2013. That year, a District 211 student
filed a complaint with the U.S. Department
of Education’s Office for Civil Rights
seeking full access to the girls’ locker room.
The student wanted to use the locker room
that matched her gender identity, even
though she was identified as male at birth.

In 2015, the department ruled the district
was in violation of the Title IX law, which
prohibits gender discrimination in educa-
tion.

After District 211 implemented policies
to bring it into compliance, the district
constructed a private changing stall for the
student. Students and Parents for Privacy
filed its federal lawsuit in 2016 seeking an
injunction to change the policy.

Students and Parents for Privacy argued
that sharing bathrooms with transgender
students caused “embarrassment, humili-
ation, anxiety, fear, apprehension, stress,
degradation and loss of dignity,” court
records said.

In January 2018, Alonso ruled that he
would not order the district to halt its
bathroom policies.

Last week, the judge handed down
another ruling that dismissed some claims
sought by Students and Parents for Privacy.
In a 25-page ruling, Alonso also dismissed
the group’s president, Vickie Wilson, from
the lawsuit for lack of standing but allowed
parts of the legal action to proceed.

While the federal case has wrapped up,
the case before state court judges remains
unresolved. In that matter, transgender
student Nova Maday sued the district in
2017, saying the requirement to use a private
changing stall was discriminatory. Maday,
who is also represented by the ACLU, has
said she should be allowed to change in the
same space as her fellow female classmates.
Her case reached the state Appellate Court
in 2018 and was sent back to trial judges.

echerney@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @ElyssaCherney
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hearing instruments that could be the
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A Suburban Express bus waits at O’Hare International Airport’s Bus/Shuttle Center on April 27, 2018.

Bus firm AG said mocked
Asians must pay $100K

Suburban Express
defiant, likens deal
to state extortion

By DAWN RHODES
Chicago Tribune

A bus company that
drew widespread criticism
for an ad appearing to mock
Chinese students at the
University of Illinois has
reached an agreement that
will allow it to continue
operating — but under
close watch from the state’s
top prosecutor for the next
three years.

Champaign-based Sub-
urban Express, which op-
erates shuttles between
college campuses and the
Chicago area, has finalized
an agreement that ends a
lawsuit brought by former
Illinois Attorney General
Lisa Madigan.

The consent decree re-
quires the company to
make a six-figure payment
for customer refunds, im-
plement new anti-discrimi-
nation policies and training
for employees, and undergo
periodic reviews of opera-
tions, ads and any com-
plaints filed by customers.

U.S. District Judge An-
drea Wood approved the
deal on April 9. But Subur-
ban Express — which was
previously ordered by
Wood to stop retaliating
against customers who
posted negative reviews —
remained defiant. The
company posted on Face-
book that it “felt it was
being extorted by the state,”
continued to deny claims
made in the lawsuit and
noted the agreement in-
cluded no admission of
wrongdoing.

News reports in Decem-
ber 2017, including from the
Tribune, detailed an
emailed ad from the com-
pany that boasted, “You
won’t feel like you're in
China when you're on our
buses” — an apparent swipe
at the sizable population of
Chinese students at U. of I.
at Urbana-Champaign.

A subsequent statement

on the company’s Facebook
page, titled “Apology;” as-
sailed U. of I leaders for
“selling our university to
the highest foreign bidder”
before stating, “We did not
intend to offend half the
planet.”

Within days of those
reports, Madigan launched
an inquiry into whether the
company violated the Illi-
nois Human Rights Act.
That probe revealed
“rampant and equally egre-
gious examples of ... illegal
conduct,” Madigan said,
prompting her to sue the
company in Chicago fed-
eral court in April 2018.

The lawsuit claimed that
Suburban Express encour-
aged employees not to
serve students who weren’t
native English speakers and
that company owner Den-
nis Toeppen posted a video
that mocked U. of 1. Asian
students and banned cus-
tomers with billing ad-
dresses in Chicago suburbs
where there are sizable
Jewish populations.

In one email, Madigan
said, Toeppen called a cus-
tomer “a pushy little Chi-
nese international student
with a fragile ego” who
“should go back to your
country and stay there)”
according to the lawsuit.

In another email he
wrote, “Bone up on your
English a little so you don’t
have more problems like
this in my country;” the suit
states.

Kwame Raoul, who took
over as Illinois attorney
general this year, released a
statement saying the new
consent decree “brings an
end to Mr. Toeppen’s repre-
hensible business practices
and ensures that students
receive fair and equal ac-
cess to Suburban Express’
services.”

“For too long, students
traveling from university
campuses to their homes
have done so under the fear
of being subjected to dis-
crimination and harass-
ment by Suburban Express
and its owner;” Raoul said.

Toeppen could not be

reached for comment
Tuesday. A statement on
the company’s Facebook
page continued to dispute
the claims of the lawsuit
and said the terms of the
consent decree imposed
“some minor require-
ments” on the company.

“Madigan’s lawsuit con-
tained numerous false, un-
proven, unproveable (sic)
and legally inconsequential
allegations,” the statement
said. “Suburban Express
felt that it was being ex-
torted by the state, but
chose a $100k payment to
state rather than spending
$250k-$500k defeating the
lawsuit”

The payment, due to the
attorney general’s office by
Oct. 9, will be put into a
trust to provide refunds to
customers.

By the end of this month,
the company must estab-
lish a way for customers to
submit claims online for
refunds of up to $20. Any-
one who bought a Subur-
ban Express ticket between
April 23, 2014, and April 9,
2018, and has not received a
refund may be eligible.
Claims are also due Oct. 9.

And the company is pro-
hibited from retaliation
against customers who
seek refunds, including
publicly identifying them
or “otherwise engaging in
public commentary” about
them.

The agreement requires
Toeppen and his employees
to attend anti-discrimi-
nation training in programs
approved by the attorney
general. The company must
also prominently display a
new anti-discrimination
statement on its website,
promotions, order confir-
mations and other com-
pany materials.

“All persons are welcome
to ride on our vehicles,” the
statement will read in part,
according to court docu-
ments.

The consequences for
not complying with the
terms of the agreement are
potentially severe. The at-
torney general could ask

the court to force the com-
pany to pay penalties and
restitution or even halt
business.

But Suburban Express’
statement also asserted that
Raoul’s office mischarac-
terized the agreement and
said it’s considering its own
legal action against Raoul
and a top deputy.

“Attorney General
Kwame Raoul’s press re-
lease on the matter is false
and defamatory in the ex-
treme, in that it claims his
office proved the various
false and unproven allega-
tions,” the statement said.

The resolution of the
lawsuit marks only the lat-
est in a series of controver-
sies for the company, which
was established in 1983.

It has long drawn rebuke
for its “Page of Shame,”
which posts names and
personal information of
customers accused of skip-
ping out on fares. The
company also became well-
known for publicly firing
back at dissatisfied custom-
ers.

As part of the federal
lawsuit, Judge Wood or-
dered the company in April
2018 to stop publishing
customers’ personal infor-
mation and to stop retaliat-
ing and refusing business
from people who posted
negative reviews. As of
Tuesday, the Page of Shame
was still posted on Subur-
ban Express’ website, in-
cluding names and contact
information for past cus-
tomers.

The Tribune also re-
ported in 2013 how the
company filed small claims
lawsuits in Ford County —
about a half-hour drive
from Champaign — against
dozens of students, seeking
to collect fines for so-called
violations like boarding the
wrong bus, using tickets on
the wrong date or seeking
refunds for unused tickets.
The company later re-
versed course and dropped
all its suits in Ford County.

drhodes@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @rhodes_dawn

Newman wants her rematch
with Lipinski in 20 primary

She’ll run against
conservative Dem
she rattled in 2018

BY DAN PETRELLA
Chicago Tribune

La Grange business-
woman Marie Newman is
seeking a rematch against
eight-term U.S. Rep. Dan
Lipinski in 2020 after giv-
ing him the toughest chal-
lenge of his political career
in last year’s Democratic
primary.

Newman, 55, announced
her candidacy Tuesday
morning on Twitter.

“We deserve a repre-
sentative who will vote like
a real Democrat in Con-
gress — not someone who
routinely sides with (Presi-
dent Donald) Trump and
conservative interest
groups over his own con-
stituents,” Newman said in
atweet.

Lipinski, 52, a conserva-

tive Democrat from West-
ern Springs who was first
elected in 2004 to the seat
long held by his father,
garnered 51 percent of the
vote in the 2018 primary to
Newman’s 49 percent. He
easily won re-election in
November, defeating Re-
publican candidate Arthur
J. Jones of Lyons, a Holo-
caust denier with neo-Nazi
ties, in a district that
stretches from the South-
west Side to the south and
southwest suburbs.

“This isn’t going to be
easy; Newman said in a
series of Twitter posts.
“Machine politics. Deep-
pocketed special interests.
Conservative D.C. insiders.
They’re all lining up to shut
us down ... They don’t scare
me.”

Newman ended the first
quarter of the year with
more than $181,000 in her
campaign fund and nearly
$161,000 in outstanding
debts, according to federal

campaign finance records.

Lipinski ended last year
with more than $450,000
in his campaign fund. Fig-
ures for the first quarter of
2019 aren’t yet available
from the Federal Election
Commission.

Newman’s announce-
ment came a day after a
lawyer and political new-
comer from Bridgeport en-
tered the race. Abe
Matthew, 32, made the an-
nouncement on Twitter.

“Im running to be an
advocate for working fam-
ilies” Matthew says in a
video. “I'm running to be an
advocate for women. I'm
running to be an advocate
for immigrants. ’'m run-
ning to be your advocate”

Matthew, a graduate of
Marquette University and
John Marshall Law School,
is a personal injury attorney
and partner in the firm
Matthew & Drnovsek Law.
He and his wife, Shannon,
have two sons: Atticus, 3,

o~

Newman Matthew
and Lincoln, 1.

“When my two little boys
were born, I realized I
wasn’t a young man any-
more and couldn’t wait for
the future to be better”
Matthew said in an inter-
view. “We need to make the
future better”

Matthew, who said he
voted for Newman in 2018,
has never run for office.
Last year he donated $400
to the campaign of Aaron
Goldstein, a Democratic
candidate for Illinois attor-
ney general, according to
state campaign finance re-
cords.

Nov. 25 is the first day for
candidates to file nominat-
ing petitions with the Illi-
nois State Board of Elec-
tions for the March 17

primary.

dpetrella@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @PetrellaReports

Preckwinkle

returned money
from Burke event

Not all donors have
cashed checks,

records show

BY GREGORY PRATT,
JEFF COEN AND
CHRISTY GUTOWSKI
Chicago Tribune

Cook County Board
President Toni Preckwin-
kle has returned many
campaign contributions as-
sociated with a fundraiser
hosted for her last year by
embattled Chicago Ald.
Edward Burke, according
to her campaign organiza-
tion’s latest filing with the
state.

But despite Preckwin-
kle’s frequent declaration
that she has returned all
$116,000 raised at the Jan-
uary 2018 fundraiser at
Burke’s home, not all
donors have deposited
their money.

Preckwinkle spokes-
woman Monica Trevino did
not address specific Trib-
une questions about the
Burke-connected cash, in-
stead releasing a general
statement that read: “As
stated previously, all con-
tributions from the Burke
fundraiser have been re-
turned. We are following up
with the donors who have
not cashed the checks”

Campaign material filed
Monday with the state
showed the campaign had
returned more than 30
contributions originally
logged on Feb. 27, 2018, a
date the campaign has pre-
viously not disputed as
being connected to the
fundraiser held at Burke’s
home a month earlier. The
fundraiser became a major
campaign issue for Preck-
winkle in her failed bid to
succeed outgoing Chicago
Mayor Rahm Emanuel.

After federal prose-
cutors charged Burke with
attempted extortion,
Preckwinkle tried to dis-
tance herself from the al-
derman and promised to
return about $116,000 col-
lected at the event. The
filing Monday showed
$43,750 has been listed as
returned so far among con-
tributions identified by the
Tribune as being linked to
the Burke fundraiser, leav-
ing about $72,000 still to be
officially accounted for.

The returns logged
Monday also included
$1,500 from James Avgeris,
who appears in records as a
prior client of Burke’s law
firm of Klafter & Burke.

Also returned were con-
tributions from Comcast,
law firm Daley and Georg-
es, the Teamsters union
and Midway Moving and
Storage. It’s not clear why
those contributions were
returned, and Trevino did
not address that question.

Preckwinkle’s ties to
Burke received much scru-
tiny during the campaign,
especially after the federal
government charged Burke
with attempted extortion.

The alderman met with
a fast-food franchisee he
allegedly was trying to ex-
tort for property tax ap-
peals business and asked
the businessmen to attend
a campaign fundraiser for
another politician, accord-
ing to a federal criminal
complaint filed in early
January. Authorities have
said a $10,000 contribution
was made, and the Tribune
has reported that it was
intended for Preckwinkle.

The Tribune also re-
ported in January that
Preckwinkle hired Ald.
Burke’s son, Edward Burke
Jr.,in late 2014 as a training
and exercise manager for
the county homeland secu-
rity department, and that
she did so after meeting
with the alderman.

“He shared with me that
his son was looking for a
new opportunity,” Preck-
winkle said in January. At
the time of the hiring,
Burke Jr. was the subject of
a misconduct investigation
over allegations he made
inappropriate comments
to co-workers while work-
ing for the sheriff’s office.
Preckwinkle has said her
administration was un-
aware of his issues.

Nearly three years later,
in November 2017, the
Preckwinkle administra-
tion pushed through a re-
vised budget with a heavy
round of layoffs following
the County Board’s repeal
of a pop tax. Burke’s job
was moved onto a federal
grant while two women
whose salaries were being
paid partly with that grant
were laid off.

As the Burke scandal
hobbled her Chicago may-
oral campaign, Preckwin-
kle sought to minimize her
ties to him. She said she
would return campaign
contributions from Burke’s
political funds and the con-
troversial fundraiser, called
on him to resign from the
City Council and removed
him as chair of the county
Democratic Party judicial
slating committee.

Preckwinkle said she is
profoundly troubled by the
case and had “little contact
and no relationship with the
alderman,” though a more
complicated picture
emerged in a Tribune re-
view of county personnel
records, campaign contrib-
utions to Preckwinkle at the
time of the Burke fundraiser
and her official calendars as
County Board president.

gpratt@chicagotribune.com
Jjcoen@chicagotribune.com
cmgutowski@chicagotribune.com

Lightfoot donates
money from developer

Man charged in
alleged scheme
tied to Burke

BY JOHN BYRNE
Chicago Tribune

Mayor-elect Lori Light-
foot has donated $500 to an
anti-corruption organiza-
tion after her campaign
received the same amount
from a developer indicted
last week on federal
charges alleging he steered
legal work to powerful Ald.
Edward Burke in exchange
for help at City Hall, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman.

Lightfoot received $500
from businessman Charles
Cui at a March fundraiser,
Lightfoot spokeswoman
Nadia Perl said. Now that
Cui faces federal charges
tying him to Burke, Light-
foot gave that amount to
Reform For Illinois rather
than keep money tied in
any way to Burke, Perl said
Tuesday.

Lightfoot is keen to avoid
any connection to Burke.
She used Burke’s legal en-
tanglements as a cudgel
against several other may-
oral candidates, including
Cook County President
Toni Preckwinkle, who
Lightfoot beat handily in
the April 2 runoff.

Burke was charged sepa-
rately in January with lean-

ing on Texas-based execu-
tives to hire his law firm in
exchange for help with
permits needed to renovate
a Burger King at 41st Street
and Pulaski Road in his
Southwest Side Ward.
Prosecutors also alleged
that Burke pressured one of
the executives to contrib-
ute $10,000 to the cam-
paign of an unnamed local
politician. Sources told the
Tribune the politician was
Preckwinkle.

Lightfoot subsequently
positioned herself as the
antidote to the insider style
of politics she said Preck-
winkle and others prac-
ticed.

Burke, who has denied
wrongdoing, won re-elec-
tion to a 13th term in
February.

Cui was indicted last
week on federal charges
alleging he hired Burke’s
property tax law firm in
exchange for help getting a
sign permit and $2 million in
tax increment financing for
a Northwest Side project.
But Cui’s attorney, Daniel
Radakovich, said Cui never
struck a deal with Burke.

Burke is not named in
the indictment.

The Daily Line first re-
ported on Lightfoot donat-
ing the Cui money.

Jjebyrne@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @_johnbyrne
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promised millions of euros
to rebuild, and discussion
began on how the recon-
struction should be carried
out.

At the core of that con-
versation is Notre Dame’s
structural skeleton — the
pioneering combination of
pointed arches, ribbed
vaults and flying buttresses
that made Gothic sanctu-
aries, in the words of the
architectural historian
Otto von Simson, “the
threshold to heaven”

Notre Dame is believed
to be the first of the French
Gothic cathedrals to use
monumental flying but-
tresses that carry the
building’s enormous
weight of stone, lead, and
glass down to earth.

And like other Gothic
cathedrals, Notre Dame
had a double roof sys-
tem—a stone vault topped
by a timber roof. That
separation likely helped
the cathedral to survive.

In his 1995 book, “The
Stone Skeleton: Structural
Engineering of Masonry
Architecture,” University
of Cambridge professor
Jacques Heyman observed,
“the timber roof protects
both the stone vault and
the church from the
weather, and the stone
vault protects the church
from the potential fire
hazard of the timber roof”

Thus, in contrast to
Monday’s apocalyptic tone,
when a fire official said
Notre Dame might be
completely destroyed,
there was an air of guarded
optimism Tuesday.

French junior Interior
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Holes seen in the dome inside the damaged Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris on Tuesday.

Minister Laurent Nunez
told reporters that Notre
Dame’s overall structure
“is holding up well, but
some weaknesses have
been identified.” He cited
the cathedral’s vaulted
stone ceiling and the gable
of its northern crossing,
“which have to be se-
cured.”

Yet while the cathedral’s
survival seems assured, the
damage assessment is just
beginning, said Tim
Crowe, an associate princi-
pal at the Northbrook-
based firm of Wiss, Janney,
Elstner Associates, which
specializes in evaluating
and repairing structures
but is not involved in as-
sessing Notre Dame.

Once the cathedral’s
floor is cleared, scaffolding
will likely have to be
erected for a close-up
inspection of Notre Dame’s
stone vaults. In the mean-

time, drones could provide
some preliminary snap-
shots, Crowe said.

Securing the structure’s
wobbly areas is likely to
require erection of tempo-
rary metal frameworks
that will be in place for
months, if not years. “I
hope not decades,” said
Shankar Nair, a structural
engineer at the Chicago
office of the firm exp.

Adding sprinklers seems
obvious — as long as they
don’t interfere with the
cathedral’s beauty.

Less certain is the pre-
cise course of rebuilding:
Should the cathedral be
restored to exactly the way
it looked before the fire?

Almost surely, yes.

There’s no point in
asking what the Gothic
master-builders would do
with today’s technology.

But will rebuilt portions
of the cathedral, particu-

larly its picturesque spire,
built in the 19th century,
convey the same authen-
ticity as the original?

They probably can,
given the abundance of
documentation available.
Historic preservationists
often use contemporary
materials to reproduce the
original building’s visual
effects.

Restoring the cornice of
Chicago’s iconic Mar-
quette Building in 2003,
for example, Chicago
architect Gunny Harboe
used glass-fiber reinforced
concrete instead of the
original terra cotta. That
step, which cut costs by at
least two-thirds, formed a
replacement that perfectly
matches the proportions,
color and classically in-
spired details of the origi-
nal.

Comparable flexibility
may be needed at Notre
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Notre Dame had
a double roof
system—a stone
vault topped by
a timber roof.
That separation
likely helped the
cathedral to sur-
vive.

Dame, especially when it
comes to the task of replac-
ing the timber beams that
supported the cathedral’s
steeply pitched roof.

Made of tall, sturdy oaks
that likely sprouted in the
8th or 9th centuries, the
beams were a virtual forest
— one that was considered
one of the oldest structures
in Paris. That forest is
likely irreplaceable.

“It’s like redwoods. You
don’t get them back,” said
Chicago architect Phil
Hamp, a specialist in his-
toric preservation.

There are also structural
reasons to stick as closely
as possible to Notre
Dame’s original structure,
even if a modern material
like steel like might be
stronger than wood.

“A metal frame may start
to behave differently from
what the wood system had
done over the last many
centuries,” Crowe said. “It
just throws additional
curveballs at the assem-
bly.”

Blair Kamin is a Tribune
critic.

bkamin@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @BlairKamin

Trail plan

put on

track for lakefront
in Lake County

Goal to boost
tourism, economic
development

By EmiLY K. COLEMAN
News-Sun

A system of lakefront
trails connecting Lake
County’s five northernmost
communities with Illinois
State Beach Park and the
rest of the county’s trails is
being developed, local offi-
cials said.

The plan is designed to
leverage on the area’s natu-
ral assets to boost tourism
and economic devel-
opment in the five towns,
all of which have struggled
to translate those natural
benefits into economic
growth, Beach Park Village
Administrator Jon Kind-
seth said.

The village of Beach
Park will be overseeing the
development of the plan,
though the five communi-
ties — North Chicago,
Waukegan, Beach Park, Zi-
on and Winthrop Harbor —
are splitting the local cost
equally, Kindseth said.

The bulk of the $160,000
price tag for the plan,

which is being completed
by design and construction
firm Epstein Global, is be-
ing covered by a grant from
the Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning, ac-
cording to Waukegan City
Council documents.

The Waukegan City
Council gave its thumbs up
to the project Monday eve-
ning. Kindseth said he ex-
pects the remaining com-
munities to give their ap-
proval over the next week
or SO.

The idea of a cohesive
lakefront plan has been
percolating for the last 10
years, but didn’t get moving
until recently, Waukegan
Mayor Sam Cunningham
said. He credited the im-
proved collaboration
among the communities for
the change.

Officials in Beach Park,
Winthrop Harbor and Zion
have been working collec-
tively for a few years with
an eye toward economic
development, Kindseth
said. Other groups that also
include the cities of
Waukegan and North Chi-
cago have also been work-
ing on projects, including a
unified building code for

the region.

“Im just excited” Cun-
ningham said. “It’s going to
take alot to finalize it, but at
least ... all of us are on board
with this one mission.”

A trail system that allows
easier access to Waukegan’s
lakefront fits perfectly with
Cunningham’s vision of
making the city’s public
beach a destination, he said.

The village of Beach
Park has also been working
for years to get an access
point to Illinois Beach State
Park built in its boundaries
but has hit roadblocks,
Kindseth said.

The hope is that by
including the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources, which owns the
park, in the development of
a regional trail system, the
plan won’t encounter simi-
lar resistance once the
towns try to implement it,
he said.

The plan would also as-
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Riders of fat bikes gather for a break during their trip to the lllinois Beach State Park.

sess potential east-west
corridors to connect the
lakefront to the existing
Des Plaines River Trail and
the Robert McClory Bike
Path, taking into consider-
ation upcoming road im-
provements that the trail
could be attached to, Kind-
seth said.

Having a plan like this
also improves the odds the
municipalities will be suc-
cessful in seeking state and
federal grant dollars to help
fund the improvements,
Kindseth said.

He added the village has
already seen missed oppor-
tunities, including when an
intersection-improvement
project took place at Green
Bay and Kenosha roads.

The village had pro-
posed installing sidewalks
as part of the overall proj-
ect, but because that idea
hadn’tbeen included in any
of the village’s plans, the
state balked, according to

Kindseth.

Some communities “can
create projects if they know
there’s funding for it,” but a
plan proves to potential
funders that the project
was thought out and fits
into a larger vision, he said.

Epstein Global is also
being asked to develop a
model complete streets
policy, a philosophy that
considers pedestrian and
bicyclists in developing
road projects and is becom-
ing common for communi-
ties seeking grants.

About 13 percent of Zion
households do not have a
vehicle, compared to 1 per-
cent of Beach Park house-
holds, according to census
data. The city of Zion also
has an active local bike club
to which the planning firm
has been asked to reach out,
Kindseth said.

emcoleman@tribpub.com
Twitter @mekcoleman

New tool

library
hopes to
open soon

Borrow drills, saws,
even slow cookers
at Bridgeport site

BY JESSICA VILLAGOMEZ
Chicago Tribune

Want to make pasta,
build a bookcase or fix a
window — but don’t want to
buy an expensive tool? If all
goes as planned, Chicago
residents will be able to
borrow appliances ranging
from sewing machines to
slow cookers to power drills
once the Chicago Tool Li-
brary opens this July in the
Bridgeport neighborhood.

“A tool is not just the stuff
that you use to build a
house,” said Jim Benton,
who co-founded the Chi-
cago Tool Library with
Tessa Vierk. “It can be
anything you use to accom-
plish a task or goal. If it’s
something people will find
useful, we want to have that
for folks.”

The tool library will
launch a crowdfunding ef-
fort starting Wednesday
with a goal to raise $25,000
to pay for tools for special-
ized projects, startup costs
and renovations on the
space. The organization
currently is an all-volunteer
operation. The organizers
hope to host workshops on
how to complete various
projects in the future.

“Our overall vision is to
provide access to all Chi-
cagoans to all the tools you
need to maintain the place
you live, improve your
neighborhood and the city
they live in,” he said.

Benton first became in-
volved with tool libraries
while living in Portland,
Ore. He wanted to plant a
garden but didn’t have any
supplies. A friend suggested
he borrow gardening tools
from the local tool library.

“I just thought it was a
great way to empower peo-
ple to accomplish things,”
he said. He borrowed a rake
and started volunteering at
the tool library.

So far the library, at 1048
W 37th Street, has collected
donated items including a
staple gun, drills and as-
sorted hand tools. It also has
equipment to record a pod-
cast. Organizers plan for the
library to be run by volun-
teers and to be open from 3
to 7 p.m. Thursdays and
from 10 am. to 3 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays.

Members will be able to
check out items for one
week and have the option to
renew. They will have to
pay fines for tools that are
overdue.

Toborrow items from the
tool library, Chicagoans
must first become members
by providing proof of resi-
dency and filling out an
application. Membership
costs are on a sliding scale,
Benton said. For example,
for a household earning
$40,000 a year, the sug-
gested annual membership
fee is $40. However, mem-
bers who cannot pay will
still be allowed to check out
tools.

The nonprofit organiza-
tion’s website will show
tools that are available.
There is no reservation sys-
tem yet, but organizers
hope to add that feature in
the future.

Benton said tool libraries
emerged in urban areas in
the 1970s. Up until recently,
the Austin Branch of the
Chicago Public Library had
a tool lending program. But
within the last 10 years,
community-based tool li-
braries have emerged.

“Instead of each person
needing to individually buy
the things they need, the
community can collectively
own and maintain tools,” he
said.

Jjvillagomez@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @JessicaVillag
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The majority of documents released by Kim Foxx'’s office do little to illuminate why prosecutors dismissed the charges.

Foxx

Continued from Page 1

lic-records requests for its
internal documents on the
same grounds.

The majority of docu-
ments released Tuesday do
not deal with the substance
of the case and do little to
illuminate why prosecutors
decided to dismiss the
charges so soon after bring-
ing them.

But they show that the
office was largely caught
flat-footed by the massive
response from the news
media to its own stunning
reversal.

Texts between top-level
prosecutors and its com-
munications office show a
scramble to coordinate
their messaging and futilely
try to tamp down the
heated controversy.

“Just wish I could have
anticipated the magnitude
of this response and
planned a bit better!” As-
sistant State’s Attorney Risa
Lanier, the lead prosecutor
on the high-profile case,
texted Magats hours after
the charges were dropped.

“There’s really no plan-
ning for this” Magats re-
sponded. “It’s the right de-
cision”

“T agree and absolutely
stand by the decision
made,” Lanier replied.

In addition, it appeared
the prosecutors’ office noti-
fied Chicago police only
moments before the
charges were dropped as
reporters were already
gathering in the courtroom
— tipped off by a publicist
for Smollett’s legal team.

“It appears as if Jussie’s
press person may have noti-
fied the press,” Lanier
texted three spokespeople
on the morning the case
was dismissed.

A short time later, a

spokeswoman texted back
to say she had notified a
Police Department spokes-
man who would tell Super-
intendent Eddie Johnson.

About 10 minutes later,
Foxx texted Magats: “Eddie
just called. (He) needed to
know how to answer ques-
tions from press.”

Foxx said she told John-
son that Smollett’s charges
were dismissed since he
completed community
service and gave his bond
money — $10,000 — to the
city.

“He seemed satisfied
with the explanation,” Foxx
told Magats.

However, Johnson and
Mayor Rahm Emanuel held
a news conference that
morning slamming the de-
cision — “a whitewash of
justice,” the mayor said.

Foxx withdrew herself
from the case in February
after she had been in con-
tact with one of Smollett’s
relatives early during the
investigation. But Foxx’s of-
fice has since said she
removed herself from the
case only informally, since
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Jussie Smollett smiles as he walks out to speak to the media after all charges against him
are dropped seen here at the Leighton Criminal Court Building in Chicago last month.

an actual recusal would
have required her entire
office to step aside and
request the appointment of
a special prosecutor.

When asked why the
state’s attorney continued
to communicate about the
case after her withdrawal, a
spokeswoman issued a
statement Tuesday night on
Foxx’s behalf saying she
reached out to Magats only
“to discuss reviewing office
policies to assure consis-
tencies in our charging and
our use of appropriate
charging authority”

Smollett found himself
in an international media
firestorm after he reported
being the victim of a Jan.
29 attack by two people
who shouted slurs, hit him
and wrapped a noose
around his neck. Police
initially treated the inci-
dent as a hate crime, but
their focus turned to Smol-
lett after two brothers al-
leged to have been his
attackers told detectives
that Smollett had paid
them $3,500 to stage the
attack, with a promise of an

additional $500 later.

The move to drop
charges has provoked fierce
criticism. Emanuel’s ad-
ministration has sued to try
to force Smollett to reim-
burse Chicago for the more
than $130,000 in overtime
police expenses spent in-
vestigating the alleged hoax
even though the charges
were dropped.

Foxx has faced pressure
to explain in more detail
why the prosecution of
Smollett was so quickly
abandoned. In an op-ed in
the Tribune, she backed off
her office’s initial stance
that the case was strong,
writing that they were un-
certain of a conviction, but
she offered no specifics.

At her request, Cook
County Inspector General
Patrick Blanchard agreed
last week to investigate the
office’s handling of the
Smollett case.

Chicago Tribune’s William
Lee contributed.

mcrepeau@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @crepeau

Report: Foxconn
could bring record
flooding to Gurnee

Project may cause
Des Plaines River
water levels to rise

By Jim NEWTON
News-Sun

A study conducted for
the Lake County Stormwa-
ter Management Commis-
sion projects Des Plaines
River water levels will rise
several inches as a result of
Wisconsin’s Foxconn
Technology Group devel-
opment, and officials said
Gurnee could see record-
breaking floods as a result.

Inareportto the Gurnee
Village Board Monday
night, Gurnee Community
Development Director
David Ziegler told the
board current site work
and the first phase of the
Foxconn project is proj-
ected to add about 2 inches
of additional water to cur-
rent levels, but at build-out,
that number could well
reach over 6 inches.

“Two inches we could
handle — the 6 to 8 inches
worries me,” Mayor
Kristina Kovarik said after
Ziegler summarized a por-
tion of the report for the
board.

Foxconn plans to build a
factory in southeast Wis-
consin to make high-tech
liquid-crystal display
screens.

Ziegler said if Foxconn is
completed as planned with
no change in how
stormwater is handled at
the site, it would likely
result in about a 6-inch rise
in river flow, and that if the
development corridor near
Foxconn is also built out, it
could mean a water level
rise of 10 inches or more,
according to the report.

Gurnee’s highest flood
level to date came in mid-
July 2017, when the Des
Plaines River in the village
crested at about 12.2 feet,
topping the previous record
of 119 feet recorded in
September 1986 during the
historic flood of that fall.

Ziegler said Tuesday
morning that based on pro-
jections from the new
study, conducted over eight
months by Christopher
Burke Engineering for the
stormwater commission,
the additional water run-
off, combined with the
right weather conditions,
“could result in a new high
for us”

Foxconn announced
plans in 2017 to build an
LCD factory that would
employ 13,000 workers
and make screens for TVs
and other devices.

The company has since
scaled back on its plan, and
briefly considered backing
out of the project before
announcing it would pro-
ceed with a smaller manu-

facturing plant. That facil-
ity is under construction in
Mount Pleasant, Wis.

The Foxconn site is in
the headwaters of the Des
Plaines River Watershed,
considered an environ-
mentally sensitive area,
and several Lake County
communities, as well as
state officials, have raised
concerns that years of
work and millions of dol-
lars in local watershed im-
provements could be
harmed by runoff from the
site.

The Burke report states
that Foxconn project areas
currently under construc-
tion include the 816-acre
first phase of the project, of
which 421 acres are located
in the Lake Michigan wa-
tershed and the remaining
395 acres in the Des Plaines
River watershed.

Lake County Stormwa-
ter Management Commis-
sion Executive Director
Mike Warner said Tuesday
that Lake County has more
stringent stormwater de-
tention and compensatory
storage requirements than
Wisconsin, and that the
differential threatens the
improvements that have
been made in Lake County
to provide more wetlands
and storage, along with
moving structures out of
the floodplain.

Ziegler said the report
shows that Foxconn and
other developments in the
area corridor, if developed
under current regulations,
could be the difference
between whether or not
sandbagging will be
needed for structures that
remain near the river in
Gurnee.

Officials said Tuesday
that while previous re-
quests by state and federal
legislators from Lake
County to Wisconsin about
the project have not met
with success, it is hoped
that continued communi-
cation with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Re-
sources and the governor’s
office could result in im-
provement to stormwater
treatment at the site, from
storage and release to wa-
ter quality.

Warner said that even if
the report does not help
convince Wisconsin to in-
stitute changes, it serves as
a warning to Lake County
as to what may need to be
done locally to deal with
the additional water flow.

“That is the real value of
the report,” Warner said.
“Even if we don’t get any-
thing (from Wisconsin), we
can prepare. Foxconn
could be the tip of the
iceberg if the rest of the
corridor develops.”

Jjrnewton@tribpub.com
Twitter @jimnewton5
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pany behind brands like
Healthy Choice and Slim
Jims, is launching a special
flavor of its Andy Capp’s
crunchy snacks for 4/20
this year called “fully
baked” Hot Munchies.

In Illinois’ growing mari-
juanaindustry, 4/20is away
to get pot brands front and
center with a new set of
potential consumers, while
educating people on local
laws and products. Marijua-
na is still only legal in
Illinois through the state’s
medical cannabis program.
Local growers plan new
product rollouts on Sat-
urday, and dispensaries will
be offering discounts.

“4/20 has become like a
Black Friday kind of holiday
for the cannabis market”
said Lisa Hurwitz, chief
marketing and innovation
officer at Chicago-based
Grassroots Cannabis. “It
follows the growth of the
cannabis movement over-
all”

Gov. J.B. Pritzker sup-
ports legalizing recreational
use, and Illinois lawmakers
are drafting such a bill. If
the measure passes, the
industry in Illinois could
generate sales of $224 mil-
lion by 2022, according to
research from Chicago-
based Brightfield Group.

Even without recre-
ational weed, Illinois’ medi-
cal marijuana program has
added more than 27,000

patients in the past year and
is expected to continue
growing. Fueling growth isa
new program that allows
those prescribed opioids to
access medical marijuana.
Previously, participants had
to have one of about 40
qualifying conditions to use
the drug. Additionally, the
state dropped the require-
ment for patients to under-
go fingerprinting and a
background check before
registering.

Operators are at a point
where they’re looking to
connect with potential new
patients or future recre-
ational customers, said Tim
Calkins, a clinical professor

N

Patrick Bettis, of Glen Ellyn, attends the Mile High 420 Festival in Denver on April 20, 2018.

of marketing at Northwest-
ern University’s Kellogg
School of Management.
People tend to remember
the first brand they interact
with in a new industry.

“There’s a hugely impor-
tant moment when people
learn about a new category,
because at that moment,
they don’t know much
about the industry and they
form an impression,”
Calkins said. “All of that
becomes really important
for brands”’

That’s where Saturday’s
festival — called the Waldos
Forever Fest, after the group
of high-schoolers who
started the 420 movement
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— comes in. The festival is in
its second year, and will
shut down a block of Argyle
Street near Clark Street.

Organizers expect about
3,000 people to attend,
more than doubling last
year’s attendance.

There will be food trucks
and entertainment. Mari-
juana companies will have
their logos on sponsored
tents and photo booths, and
will pass out swag and
educational materials.
Grassroots, which plans to
roll out a new cannabis
concentrate product in con-
junction with 4/20, is spon-
soring a gaming tent full of
vintage arcade games.

Illinois law prohibits
companies that grow and
make cannabis products
from advertising directly to
consumers, so a street festi-
val is a prime opportunity
for them to get face time
with people, said Dan
Scheidt, director of market-
ing at cannabis company
Verano Holdings, which is
sponsoring a “Chill
Lounge” at Saturday’s festi-
val. Instead of advertising,
the companies try to edu-
cate passersby on the indus-
try and the products they
make.

“Education is the way we
can do it,” Scheidt said.

Smoking marijuana at
the event is prohibited.

Dispensary 33, a medical
marijuana dispensary on
the block where the street
festival will take place,
treats 4/20 like a customer
appreciation day, said gen-
eral manager Paul Lee. A
participant in Illinois’ medi-
cal cannabis program can
select only one of the state’s
55 dispensaries.

“We basically put every-
thing on sale that day,” Lee
said. “Everybody that
comes to the shop knows
what day it is”

Lee said he plans to have
almost his entire staff of 16
people working. It’s not just
sell, sell, sell at dispensaries
— patients often need to
consult with employees be-
fore making a purchase, and
that takes time.

Nationally, 4/20 celebra-
tions have come out of the
shadows in recent years,
especially in markets where

the drug is legal. In Col-
orado, for example, people
take over Denver’s down-
town Civic Center Park to
smoke every year on 4,/20.

Waldos Forever Fest,
which is presented by me-
dia company Do312 and the
nonprofit Chicago Canna-
bis Alliance, will be among
several gatherings planned
in the Chicago area for
4/20. Those include a “420
Bud Party” in Park Forest, a
conference and panel dis-
cussion downtown, and a
block party in the South
Chicago neighborhood
hosted in partnership with
Mission South Shore medi-
cal marijuana dispensary.

In the days when the
stigma surrounding mari-
juana was stronger and the
punishment for possessing
it harsher, the camaraderie
created through 4/20 was
liberating, even if gather-
ings were kept fairly secret,
said Kris Krane, president
and co-founder of Phoenix-
based 4Front Ventures,
which owns Mission South
Shore and a cultivation fa-
cility in Elk Grove Village.

The commercialization
signals that the industry is
maturing, Krane said, but it
does change the culture
around marijuana.

“On the whole, this is a
very positive thing for soci-
ety and for cannabis” he
said. “But in that progress,
we are losing something
that was kind of special and
more communal.”

amarotti@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @AllyMarotti
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For roads, even red states take hike

Lawmakers push
for tax increases
to fix bad roadways

By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. — After
passing waves of tax cuts in
recent years, some lawmak-
ers in several Republican-
dominated states have de-
cided it’s time to make a big
exception and are pushing
for tax increases to fix roads
that are crumbling from
years of neglect.

In the past month alone,
the Republican governors
of Alabama, Arkansas and
Ohio have signed fuel tax
hikes. Meanwhile, pro-
posed increases are being
considered by three legisla-
tures that are fully or partly
GOP-controlled, including
a 45-cents-a-gallon hike in
Michigan.

The moves show a grow-
ing willingness in conserva-
tive places to take on the
fearsome politics of higher
taxes, at least for infrastruc-
ture. Republicans who oth-
erwise support lower taxes
are acknowledging that cut-
ting government spending
elsewhere in the budget
won’t cover the cost of
repairing many miles of
potholed roads and creaky
bridges.

“It’s going to take $2.5
billion a year,” said Detroit
Regional Chamber CEO
Sandy Baruah of Michigan’s
road-building needs. “Any-
one who thinks you can cut
even half of that out of other
elements of the state budget
without having significant
ramifications to real people,
you’re smoking something
that’s not legal”

Democratic Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer won
election last year after run-
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Michigan’s Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, who won election after running on the
slogan “Fix the Damn Roads;” fills a pothole during a campaign event in Southfield, Mich.
Her plan would add 45 cents to the cost of a gallon of gas by 2020.

ning on the slogan “Fix the
Damn Roads” Her plan
would gradually add 45
cents to the cost of a gallon
of gas by October 2020,
which would be more than
double the current 26-cents-
per-gallon gas tax and make
it the highest in the country.
GOP legislative leaders have
dismissed the proposed hike
as way too much, but they
are leaving open the
prospect of passing a more
modest increase in the face
of intense pressure from the
business community.

In some states, Republi-
can-leaning interests have
become the biggest backers
of higher taxes for this
purpose, which is seen as
necessary for economic de-
velopment.

While consumers are
acutely conscious of prices
at the pump, legislators are

struggling to get around the
difficult realities of the fuel
surcharge that funds trans-
portation projects. They are
also facing the echoes of the
tax cut promises they made
in winning over many
heartland states in the last
decade — that getting
tougher on spending
wouldn’t mean worse serv-
ices.

In most states, the excise
tax rate per gallon is fixed
and doesn’t rise with infla-
tion. And the federal gas tax
has remained unchanged
since 1993. Meanwhile, con-
sumers are driving more
fuel-efficient vehicles or are
driving less, depressing rev-
enue. The real purchasing
power of the federal gas tax
has fallen by 40 percent
over the past quarter-cen-
tury, and repair costs rise
significantly when roads

decline to a rating of poor or
worse.

This winter, Michigan’s
Department of Transporta-
tion had to close 10 miles of
Interstate 75 in suburban
Detroit — one of the state’s
most heavily trafficked
stretches — because of vehi-
cle damage from cracks and
potholes.

In Ohio, new Gov. Mike
DeWine, a Republican who
attacked his opponent in
the 2018 campaign as a
tax-friendly Democrat, this
month signed off on a 10.5-
cent gas tax increase and a
19-cent diesel tax hike. Re-
publican Govs. Kay Ivey of
Alabama and Asa Hutchin-
son of Arkansas last month
signed increases that were
their states’ first in decades,
of 10 cents and 3 cents
respectively. And the GOP-
led General Assembly in

Virginia this month voted to
add 7 cents a gallon in some
parts of the state, which was
a win for Democratic Gov.
Ralph Northam.

Fuel tax increases also
are under consideration in
Wisconsin and Minnesota,
where power is divided
between the parties.

The state plans pay little
heed to President Donald
Trump’s latest proposal for
$200 billion in federal infra-
structure spending. An ear-
lier plan died in Congress
and was heavily dependent
on state and local funding,
though House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and Trump
talked this month about
working together on an
infrastructure package.

Three years ago, the Re-
publican-led Legislature
approved a $1.2 billion road
plan that raised fuel taxes
and vehicle registration
fees, and was heavily de-
pendent on shifting income
tax revenue from an ac-
count that covers health
care, higher education and
other funding areas. But the
effect was limited and
Whitmer warns that with-
out additional investment,
the percentage of state-
owned highways that are
rated poor will double in
five years, to 44 percent.
Local streets are worse.

In recent years, Michi-
gan’s Republican leadership
has focused on cutting busi-
ness taxes and expanding
income tax credits.

“This is 40 years of disin-
vestment in the state of
Michigan, and it’s coming
due now;” Whitmer said of
the roads.

At a recent GOP meeting
in Grand Rapids, Republi-
can state Rep. Lynn
Afendoulis said many of her
colleagues first want to look
into redirecting other state

spending to roads and to see
the 2015 laws fully imple-
mented. A number of Re-
publicans hope to dedicate
Michigan’s sales tax on mo-
tor fuel to the transporta-
tion budget, but they have
not detailed how that would
be done without slicing
funding for schools and
municipalities.

“I think there are people
who are willing to talk
about some sort of small tax,
perhaps if we couldn’t find
enough money elsewhere,”
Afendoulis said.

Whitmer’s plan would
cost the average motorist
$276 a year. She has pro-
posed offsetting that bur-
den with targeted income
tax relief for retirees and
low-income workers.

Conservative Arkansas
saw no alternative to higher
taxes. The measure for add-
ing another 3 cents per
gallon for gas and 6 cents for
diesel passed the Legisla-
ture by an overwhelming
margin.

“That shows the level of
need and the level of sup-
port,” said Arkansas’ gover-
nor, Hutchinson. The law
also will tap into expected
revenue from casinos and
imposes an additional regis-
tration fee on electric and
hybrid vehicles.

Ohio’s DeWine said the
states can’t wait for the
federal government to solve
their road problems, noting
that Ohio ships more fed-
eral gas tax revenue to
Washington than it receives
in return.

“Frankly, we should be
raising the money ourselves
and spending it ourselves,”
he said. “It’'s much more
efficient, gives Ohio more
bang for the buck than
sending it off to Washington
and having them send it
back to us”

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS
A video image shows volunteers loading aid into waiting vehicles Tuesday in Venezuela.

First Red Cross aid delivery
lands in crisis-torn Venezuela

Associated Press

CARACAS, Venezuela —
The first shipment of hu-
manitarian aid from the
Red Cross arrived in Vene-
zuela on Tuesday, deliv-
ering medicine and sup-
plies for needy patients in a
country whose president
has long denied the exist-
ence of a humanitarian
crisis.

Workers helped load
boxes with the Federation
of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies emblem
onto trucks while leaders
with the organization
pleaded for officials to keep
the aid out of the nation’s
political dispute.

“It will be distributed in
conformance with the fun-
damental principles of our
movement, especially neu-
trality, impartiality and in-
dependence;” said Mario
Villarroel, president of the
Venezuelan Red Cross.

The delivery of aid has
become a focal point in
Venezuela’s power strug-
gle, now in its third month
after opposition leader
Juan Guaido declared him-
self interim president. The
opposition and the govern-
ment have been accused of
politicizing the nation’s cri-
sis, which rights groups say
continues to cost lives as
hospitals struggle to pro-
vide even basic care.

Guaido has rallied the
international community
and collected several hun-
dred tons of aid, primarily
from the United States, at
the border in Colombia.
But President Nicolas
Maduro has previously re-
fused to allow it in.

In February, state securi-
ty forces blocked border
bridges and repressed op-
position leaders trying to
deliver the shipments.

“We aren’t beggars,”
Maduro said in justifying
his denial.

But as hundreds of thou-
sands have taken to the
streets protesting his rule
this year, Maduro has been
pressed to address the na-
tion’s shortages of essential
goods like food and medi-
cine. He’s selectively cho-
sen to accept aid from allies
like China, framing it as a
necessary measure to con-
front U.S. economic sanc-
tions.

The delivery of any aid is
tacit recognition that his
country is in the throes of a
humanitarian crisis, a no-
tion he has long dismissed
as opposition propaganda.

In recent years, an esti-
mated 3.7 million people
have fled the South Ameri-
can nation for neighboring
countries like Colombia,
many seeking health care
for everything from minor
infections to cancer treat-

ment they can no longer
obtain.

A recent report by Hu-
man Rights Watch in col-
laboration with the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public Health concluded
Venezuela’s health system
is in “utter collapse.”

In late March, the Red
Cross federation an-
nounced it would soon be-
gin delivering assistance to
an estimated 650,000 peo-
ple and vowed that it would
not accept interference
from either side of the
polarized country. Federa-
tion President Francesco
Roccasaid Red Cross work-
ers would focus on the
medical needs of hospitals,
regardless of whether they
are state-run or not.

Nonetheless, both sides
made not-so-subtle infer-
ences seeking to claim the
upper hand in the aid’s
arrival.

Health Minister Carlos
Alvarado stressed that the
medical gear was coor-
dinated “hand in hand”
with Maduro.

Guaido, meanwhile,
lashed out at Maduro’s gov-
ernment for letting Vene-
zuela’s health crisis spiral
out of control and denying
that an emergency existed.

“Aid is entering because
they destroyed the health
system,” he said. “It entered
because we demanded it”

Study finds no evidence that
school safety measures work

BY VALERIE STRAUSS
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
have been spent on mea-
sures to harden public
schools in an attempt to
make students safer from
gun violence, but a new
report says there is no
evidence those measures
have worked. Instead, it
says, they have created “a
false sense of security.”

Researchers at the Uni-
versity of Toledo and Ball
State University conducted
a review of 18 years of
reports on school security
measures and their effec-
tiveness and wrote in their
paper, which was recently
published in the journal
Violence and Gender.

“This comprehensive re-
view of the literature from
2000 to 2018 regarding
school firearm violence
prevention failed to find
any programs or practices
with evidence indicating
that they reduced such
firearm violence,” the re-
port said.

Federal data show that
2018 was the worst on
record for school shootings
and gun-related incidents.
The Naval Postgraduate
School’s K-12 School Shoot-
ing Database says there
were 94 school gun-vi-
olence incidents, a record
since the data started being
collected in 1970. The data-
base includes every in-
stance a gun is displayed or
fired on campus or if a
bullet hits school property
for any reason.

The Washington Post
has maintained its own
school shootings database
for several years, and it
found that since the 1999
massacre at Columbine
High School in Colorado —
in which 12 students and
one teacher were killed by
two teenagers who then
killed themselves — more
than 226,000 children at
233 schools have been ex-
posed to gun violence. At
least 143 children, educa-
tors and other people have

RAJAH BOSE/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST
A school official checks camera feeds in Rockford, Wash.

been killed in assaults and
294 have been injured.

The review published in
Violence and Gender of 89
journal publications and
some media reports was
undertaken by James H.
Price, professor emeritus in
the Department of Public
Health at the University of
Toledo, and Jagdish
Khubchandani, an associ-
ate professor of health sci-
ence at Ball State Uni-
versity.

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, gun violence is
among the leading causes
of death for young people.

But Price and
Khubchandani wrote that
little is actually known
about how to prevent and
reduce school firearm vi-
olence.

The researchers con-
cluded that the “ideal
method for eliminating
school firearm violence by
youths is to prevent them
from ever gaining access to
firearms,” but, “unfortu-
nately, studies have found
an alarming rate of firearms
accessible to youths.”

Schools use a variety of
practices to make cam-
puses more resistant to
attacks, including employ-
ing armed school resource
officers; installing video
cameras, bulletproof glass
and metal detectors; re-
quiring teachers and staff
to wear identification tags;
establishing schoolwide
electronic notification sys-
tems; limiting open access

to a school; developing ac-
tive shooter plans; and con-
ducting neighborhood po-
lice patrols.

Such measures have not
stopped shooters or weap-
ons from being brought
into school, the study au-
thors wrote. And while 57
percent of schools indi-
cated they have security
staff on their campuses,
only 13 percent of elemen-
tary schools and 46 percent
of secondary schools had
such coverage for the entire
instructional day.

A third prevention tech-
nique, they said, is arming
teachers, resource officers
and other adults in a school
“to shoot and kill youth
who are shooters.”

That won’t really work
either, the study authors
said.

“The problem with this
concept of a shootout in the
public schools can best be
seen with the following
example. In the morning of
January 3, 2018, a 15-year-
old white male walked into
Marshall County High
School in Benton, Ken-
tucky with a Ruger 9mm
semiautomatic pistol and
within 10 sec of shooting,
he killed 2 and wounded 14
schoolmates. Armed school
personnel would have
needed to be in the exact
same spot in the school as
the shooter to significantly
reduce this level of
trauma.”

What will work? They
said more research is nec-
essary to find out.
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U.S. airlines and cruise lines that bring hundreds of thousands of travelers to Cuba each
year appear to be exempted from President Trump’s latest action.

Trump to allow lawsuits over
U.S. properties seized in Cuba

BY DEB RIECHMANN
AND MICHAEL
WEISSENSTEIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Step-
ping up pressure on Cuba,
the Trump administration
will allow lawsuits against
foreign companies doing
business in properties
seized from Americans af-
ter the island’s 1959 revolu-
tion, a senior administra-
tion official said Tuesday.

The move marks a
change in more than two
decades of U.S. policy on
Cuba.

President Donald Trump
has been taking steps to
isolate embattled Venezue-
la President Nicolas
Maduro, who is clinging to
power with help from other
countries, including Cuba,
China and Russia. The new
policy against Havana
could deal a severe blow to
Cuba’s efforts to draw for-
eign investment, and spawn
international trade disputes
between the U.S. and Eu-
rope.

The 1996 Helms-Burton
Act gave Americans the
right to sue the mostly
European companies that
operate out of hotels, to-
bacco factories, distilleries
and other properties that
Cuba nationalized after Fi-
del Castro took power. The
act even allows lawsuits by

Cubans who became U.S.
citizens years after their
properties were taken.

Canada, France, Spain,
Great Britain and other
countries with large invest-
ments in Cuba have fero-
ciously protested the law
and threatened to sue in the
World Trade Organization
if Washington tries to inter-
fere with the business ties
between Cuba and another
sovereign nation. U.S. air-
lines and cruise lines that
bring hundreds of thou-
sands of travelers to Cuba
each year appear to be
exempted.

Every U.S. president
since Bill Clinton has sus-
pended the key clause to
avoid those trade clashes
and a potential mass of
lawsuits that would prevent
any future settlement with
Cuba over nationalized
properties. Cuba has said it
is willing to reimburse the
owners of confiscated prop-
erties, but only if the com-
munist government is also
reimbursed for billions of
dollars in damages generat-
ed by the six-decade U.S.
trade embargo.

The announcement
comes at a moment of
severe economic weakness
for Cuba, which is strug-
gling to find enough cash to
import basic food and other
supplies following a drop in
aid from Venezuela, and a

string of bad years in other
key economic sectors.

Foreign investment in
Cuba increased slightly in
recent years, but it remains
far below the levels needed
to recapitalize the island’s
dilapidated, often collaps-
ing infrastructure. The
Trump administration’s de-
cision is not expected to
drive out major foreign
players such as Pernod-
Ricard of France, which
makes Havana Club rum, or
Spanish hotel chains Melia
or Iberostar, but it could
prove a major obstacle to
new investment from for-
eign companies.

National security adviser
John Bolton is expected to
discuss the new policy dur-
ing a speech Wednesday in
Miami, which is home to
thousands of exiles and
immigrants from Cuba,
Venezuela and Nicaragua.

The speech at the Bay of
Pigs Veterans Association is
to be delivered on the 58th
anniversary of the United
States’ failed 1961 invasion
of the island, an attempt to
overthrow the Cuban gov-
ernment.

Speaking on condition of
anonymity ahead of the
official announcement, the
Trump administration offi-
cial said there will be no
more waivers to the key
piece of Helms-Burton,
known as Title I11.
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Russia’s new frontier: The Arctic

Resource-rich region R
is home to revamped )"‘, Y
military facility | RIS
BY VLADIMIR 7 -?:
ISACHENKOV 7t (8RR
Associated Press 7 \ 'i ) R
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EVERNY KLEVER MIL- :

ITARY BASE, Russia — Mis-

sile launchers travel icy
roads and air defense sys-
tems point menacingly into
the sky at this Arctic military
outpost, a key vantage point
for Russia to project its
power over the resource-
rich polar region.

The base, dubbed Severny
Klever (Northern Clover)
for its trefoil shape, is
painted in the white, blue
and red colors of the Russian
national flag. It has been
designed so soldiers can
reach all of its sprawling
facilities without venturing
outdoors — a useful precau-
tion in an area where tem-
peratures often plunge to
minus 58 Fahrenheit during
the winter, and even in the
short Arctic summer are
often freezing at night.

It’'s strategically located
on Kotelny Island, between
the Laptev Sea and the East
Siberian Sea on the Arctic
shipping route, and perma-
nently houses up to 250
military personnel responsi-
ble for maintaining air and
sea surveillance facilities
and coastal defenses like
anti-ship missiles.

The Russian base has
enough supplies to remain
fully autonomous for more
than ayear.

“Our task is to monitor
the airspace and the north-
ern sea route]” said base
commander Lt. Col. Vladi-
mir Pasechnik. “We have all
we need for our service and
comfortable living?”

Russia is not alone in
trying to assert jurisdiction
over parts of the Arctic, as
shrinking polar ice opens
fresh opportunities for re-
source exploration and new
shipping lanes. The United
States, Canada, Denmark
and Norway are jostling for
position, as well, and China
also has shown an increasing
interest in the polar region.

But while U.S. President
Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration has seen the Arctic
through the lens of security
and economic competition
with Russia and China, it has
yet to demonstrate that the
region is a significant pri-
ority in its overall foreign
policy. The post of special
US. representative for the
Arctic has remained vacant
since Trump assumed office.

Russia, however, has
made reaffirming its pres-
ence in the Arctic a top goal,
not the least because the
region is believed to hold up
to one-quarter of the Earth’s
undiscovered oil and gas.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has cited estimates
that put the value of Arctic
mineral riches at $30 tril-
lion.

The move has alarmed
Russia’s neighbors, analysts
say.

“In Russia, the Northern
searoute has been described

as a bonanza with lots of
potential of economic devel-
opment,” said Flemming
Splidsboel Hansen of the
Danish Institute for Interna-
tional Studies. “And that’s
why there is a need for
military capacity in the area.
It is likely meant as defen-
sive, but it is being inter-
preted by the West as offen-
sive”

In 2015, Russia submitted
to the United Nations a
revised bid for vast terri-
tories in the Arctic. It
claimed over 463,000 square
miles of Arctic sea shelf
extending more than 350
nautical miles from the
shore.

As part of a multi-
pronged effort to stake Rus-
sia’s claims on the Arctic
region, the Kremlin has
poured massive resources
into modernizing Soviet-era
installations there.

The military outpost on
Kotelny Island fell into ne-
glect after the 1991 collapse
of the Soviet Union, but a
massive effort to build a new
base began in 2014 and took
several years.

A group of reporters
brought to the island by the
Russian Defense Ministry
last week were shown Bas-
tion anti-ship missile
launchers positioned for a
drill near the shore and
Pantsyr-S1 air defense sys-
tems firing shots at a prac-
tice target.

The Russian military has
kept Western media from
visiting its Arctic facilities, so
the trip offered a unique
opportunity to watch the
Russian expansion up close.

A big radar dome looms
on a hill overlooking the
coast, underlining the base’s
main mission of monitoring

the strategic area.

In contrast with drab,
Soviet-era facilities, the pris-
tine new base features spa-
cious living quarters, a gym
and a sauna. Putin’s words
about the importance of the
Arctic for Russia dot the
base’s walls and a symbolic
border post sits in a hallway.

Soldiers at the base say
they are proud of their
mission despite the chal-
lenging Arctic environment.

“Proving to myself that T
can do it raises my self-
esteem,” said soldier Sergei
Belogov. “Weather is our
enemy here, so we need to
protect ourselves from it to
serve the Motherland.”

Extreme cold and fierce
winds often make it hard to
venture outside, and even
winterized vehicles may
have trouble operating
when temperatures plunge
to extreme lows and even
special lubricants freeze.

Russian Defense Minister
Sergei Shoigu reported to
Putin in December that the
military has rebuilt or ex-
panded numerous facilities
across the polar region, re-
vamping runways and de-
ploying air defense assets.
He said renovation works
were conducted on a long
string of Arctic territories.

The expanded infrastruc-
ture has allowed the Russian
military to restore full radar
coverage of the nation’s
14,000-mile Arctic frontier
and deploy fighter jets to
protect its airspace.

The military also has un-
dertaken a cleanup effort
across the region, working to
remove tens of thousands of
tons of waste from the Arctic
territories, mostly rusty fuel
tanks left behind by the
Soviet military.

The Russian soldiers
share the island with polar
bears, arctic foxes and
wolves.

Officers said that, soon
after the base opened, curi-
ous bears regularly prowled
near its walls, sometimes
even peering into its win-
dows. On some occasions,
soldiers had to use a truck to
spook away a particularly
curious bear wandering
nearby.

“Meeting a polar bear is
an experience that fills you
with emotions;” said Navy
Lt. Umar Erkenov, who
came from southern Russia.
“We have established
friendly ties with them from
the start. We don’t touch
them, they don’t touch us”

MAXIME POPOV/GETTY-AFP
A soldier patrols the Russian military base on Kotelny Island. The base is a model for future installations in the Arctic, a crucial region for Moscow.
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Cosby’s insurer settles former
model’s suit before deposition

BY MARYCLAIRE DALE
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Bill
Cosby’s insurance company
has settled another lawsuit
filed by a female accuser a
week before the imprisoned
comedian was set
to give adeposition
in the case,
prompting Cosby
to call the insurer
“complicit” in a
scheme to destroy
him.

Former model
Chloe Goins had
accused Cosby of
drugging and molesting her
at a party at the Playboy
Mansion in Los Angeles in
2008, when she was about
18.

Cosby in a statement
Tuesday accused American
International Group Inc. of
“egregious behavior” in set-
tling what he called a “friv-
olous” suit, and said he
could prove he was in New
York at the time. Goins’
lawsuit was filed in state
court in Los Angeles.

Goins’ lawyers, Craig
Goldenfarb and Spencer
Kuvin, said their client was

pleased with the confiden-
tial settlement. An AIG
spokesman said the insurer
had no comment.

“Mr. Cosby’s legal team
provided medical records,
which showed that Mr.
Cosby had undergone eye
surgery and was in
New York, recu-
perating at his
home, at the time
of the alleged
events,” he said in
the statement, is-
sued by spokes-
man Andrew Wy-
att.

Cosby, 81 is
serving a three- to 10-year
prison term after a Pennsyl-
vania jury last year found he
drugged and molested a
woman who worked at his
alma mater, Temple Uni-
versity, in 2004.

Earlier this month, AIG
settled defamation lawsuits
filed by seven other Cosby
accusers in Massachusetts,
after losing a legal battle
over their duty to defend
Cosby in those cases.

Cosby had at least $37
million in insurance cov-
erage through AIG, includ-
ing two $1 million home-

owner’s policies and a $35
million umbrella policy pro-
tecting him from personal
injury or property damage
claims. AIG argued that the
policies did not cover sexual
misconduct claims.

However, a federal ap-
peals court, in a 2018 deci-
sion written by former
Supreme Court Justice
David Souter, who was fill-
ing in on the court, said the
defamation claims were dis-
tinct from the sexual mis-
conduct claims underlying
them, and must be covered.

The Massachusetts
plaintiffs said Cosby and his
agents had labeled them
liars in public comments
denying their accusations.

AIG declined to com-
ment Tuesday on its deci-
sion to settle the lawsuits or
on Cosby’s ire.

Cosby, in the statement,
called ATG “complicit in this
scheme to destroy me and
my family”

“I can only imagine how
terribly they’re treating
their policyholders, who
don’t have my means and
my resource,” Cosby said in
the statement.
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Twins study tracks
effects of space ﬂlght

Results show body
goes haywire after a
year in zero gravity

BY JOEL ACHENBACH
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — As-
tronaut Scott Kelly made
himself a guinea pig for all
the people who dream of
human journeys to Mars
and other destinations in
space.

In 2015, Kelly rode a
rocket into space and spent
nearly a year on the Inter-
national Space Station in
low Earth orbit, while his
identical twin brother,
Mark Kelly, stayed on Earth
for NASA’s celebrated
“twins study,” designed to
see what spaceflight does to
the human body.

The full results, pub-
lished in the journal Scien-
ce, showed that Scott Kelly
experienced numerous
physiological and chromo-
somal changes during his
long sojourn in orbit, in-
cluding changes in gene
expression. His immune
system went on high alert,
both when he went to space
and upon returning to
Earth. His body acted as if it
were under attack.

Mark Kelly served as the
comparison subject for the
experiment. The retired as-
tronaut is married to former
congresswoman Gabby Gif-
fords, a Democrat, and is
running for the Democratic
nomination for U.S. Senate
in Arizona.

The researchers, echoing
what NASA has suggested
previously, said the twins
study turned up no show-
stoppers — no shocking
health consequences that
would prevent a human
mission to Mars or similar
long-duration mission. But
the report shows anew that
the human body is adapted
for life on the surface of
Earth and goes haywire in
Zero gravity.

One of the most dramatic
findings concerned epi-
genetics — how genes are
turned on or off to produce
proteins. Gene expression
changed in both Kellys dur-
ing the study but in signifi-
cantly different ways. The
study found that more than
90 percent of Scott Kelly’s
gene expression changes re-
verted to normal when he
returned to the surface.

His telomeres — struc-
tures that protect the ends
of chromosomes, much like

PAT SULLIVAN/AP 2016

Astronaut Scott Kelly, left, and his twin, Mark, took part in
the study. Scott spent nearly a year on the space station.

the plastic caps on the ends
of shoelaces, and which
erode over time as part of
the natural aging process —
lengthened in space. But
that’s no fountain of youth,
the study found, because
the telomeres shortened
dramatically when he re-
turned to Earth.

Months later, he still
showed a slightly elevated
number of cells with short-
ened telomeres, possibly an
effect of radiation exposure.

“He might be at some
increased risk for cardio-
vascular disease or some
types of cancer;” said Susan
Bailey, a biologist at Col-
orado State University who
led one of the investigations
in the study.

“Although average telom-
ere length, global gene ex-
pression, and microbiome
changes returned to near
preflight levels within 6
months after return to
Earth, increased numbers
of short telomeres were
observed and expression of
some genes was still dis-
rupted,” the report states.

The study found certain
cognitive deficits during a
battery of tests in orbit,
which lingered when Scott
Kelly later took tests back
on Earth.

Scott Kelly, now 55, said
that after landing he suf-
fered flulike symptoms and
felt bad for many weeks,
and that altered his cogni-
tive performance.

“Imagine going to take
the SATs when you have the
flu. You probably wouldn’t
do as well,” Kelly said.

Adjusting to life back on
the ground was harder than
adjusting to life in zero
gravity, he said. In his mem-
oir, “Endurance;” he wrote
about suffering from skin
rashes, burning sensations
and horribly swollen legs as
well as nausea in the days
after he returned.

“When first up there, I
felt crappy because of the
fluid shift and the carbon
dioxide levels. I can’t say I
felt a change in my immune
system, but I definitely felt
not well. But I felt much
worse coming back,” he
said. “The most worrisome
symptoms I had, which was
swelling in my legs, the
rashes, were gone after a
couple of weeks. After a
month I felt mostly better. T
would say it took eight
months before I felt com-
pletely back to normal.”

Andrew Feinberg, one of
the study co-authors and an
epigenetics expert at Johns
Hopkins University School
of Medicine, cautioned that
this research studyshould
not be seen as providing
universal truths about the
human health effects of
spaceflight.

“The study sample is two
people,” Feinberg said. “If
you see a difference be-
tween these two people,
how do you know if what
you’re looking at is because
of the twin on the ground or
the twin in space?”

Moreover, Scott Kelly re-
mained in low Earth orbit
under the protective shield
of the Earth’s magnetic
field. Interplanetary space-
flight, or journeys to the
moon, will expose astro-
nauts to much higher levels
of radiation.

Mark Kelly is six minutes
older than his brother.

But Scott Kelly says he’s a
few milliseconds younger
still, due to having spent
500 more days in space than
his astronaut brother. Al-
bert Einstein’s special
theory of relativity leads to a
“twins paradox” in which
someone moving at a high
velocity, such as 17,500 mph
in low Earth orbit, ages
more slowly than a twin on
Earth.

Ancient whale had four legs
and could stand on land

New species dates
to 43M years ago
in South America

By LEILA MILLER
Los Angeles Times

About 43 million years
ago, when South America
was surrounded by water
on all sides, there lived a
whale with four legs, elon-
gated toes, sharp teeth and
perhaps even fur.

This ancient creature
looked more like the love
child of an otter and a
crocodile than any modern-
day whale. And, unlike to-
day’s whales, which dwell
exclusively in the sea, this
animal lived some of its life
on land.

“I think they were not
very good at walking, and
certainly not at running”
said Olivier Lambert, a ver-
tebrate paleontologist at the
Royal Belgian Institute of
Natural Sciences in Brus-
sels.

Lambert has spent a lot of
time with this whale, which
was discovered in 2011 less
than a mile from the beach
along the southern coast of
Peru.

It didn’t take long for the
researchers excavating the
site to recognize some of the
specimen’s remarkable fea-
tures. Among them:

M It had four limbs, like the
whales that first evolved in
present-day Pakistan and
India more than 50 million
years ago.

B It was one of the earliest
whales known to have lived
in the New World.

B It belonged to an entirely
new genus and species.

“We found a really in-

ALBERTO GENNARI/GETTY-AFP

This handout artistic reconstruction shows two individuals
of Peregocetus, one standing along the rocky shore of
nowadays Peru and the other preying upon sparid fish.

credible specimen,” said pa-
leontologist Rodolfo Salas-
Gismondi of Cayetano
Heredia University in Lima,
who was part of the team
that reported the find in the
journal Current Biology.

The study authors
dubbed it Peregocetus paci-
ficus, or “the traveling
whale that reached the Pa-
cific”’ The name honors its
role in helping scientists
understand how early
whales migrated from the
Mediterranean to the At-
lantic and eventually to the
New World, said Lambert,
the study’s lead author.

The connections be-
tween the bones indicated
to the researchers that this
whale had reached adult-
hood. It probably measured
about 13 feet from tip to tail,
and it weighed at least
several hundred pounds.

Peregocetus had a long
snout and a mouth with
teeth sharp enough for it to
hunt large animals and cut

its prey into smaller pieces.

Its legs were strong
enough for the creature to
stand on land, and it had
hoofs at the ends of its
fingers and toes.

The whale fed at sea and
probably only came on land
for specific activities that
could have included breed-
ing or giving birth, Lambert
said. That would be similar
to the behavior of seals and
sea lions today.

The fossilized bones
were embedded among
marine deposits dating back
about 42.6 million years, to
the middle Eocene Epoch.

Whales are descended
from artiodactyls, a group of
mammals that includes
cows, sheep, goats and
other hoofed animals.

As whales spent more
time swimming, they grad-
ually lost their hind limbs,
which interfered with a
swimming motion that re-
lied primarily on tail move-
ment, Lambert said.
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BY JILL LAWLESS
AND RAF CASERT
Associated Press

LONDON — Notre Dame
in Paris is not the first great
cathedral to suffer a devas-
tating fire, and it probably
won't be the last.

In a sense, that is good
news. A global army of
experts and craftspeople
canbe called on for the long,
complex process of restor-
ing the gutted landmark.

The work will face sub-
stantial challenges — start-
ing immediately, with the
urgent need to protect the
inside of the 850-year-old
cathedral from the el-
ements, after its timber-
beamed roof was consumed
by flames.

The first priority is to put
up a temporary metal or
plastic roof to stop rain from
getting in. Then, engineers
and architects will begin to
assess the damage.

Fortunately, Notre Dame
is a thoroughly documented
building. Over the years,
historians and archaeolo-
gists have made exhaustive
plans and images, including
minutely detailed, 3-D la-
ser-scanned re-creations of
the interior.

Duncan Wilson, chief
executive of the conserva-
tion organization Historic
England, said Tuesday that
the cathedral will need to be

made secure without dis-
turbing the debris scattered
inside, which may provide
valuable information — and
material — for restorers.
“The second challenge is
actually salvaging the mate-
rial,” he said. “Some of that
material may be reusable,
and that’s a painstaking
exercise. It’s like an archae-
ological excavation.”
Despite fears at the
height of the inferno that
the whole cathedral would
be lost, the structure ap-
pears intact. Its two rectan-

gular towers still jut into the
skyline, and the great stone
vault stands atop heavy
walls supported by massive
flying buttresses. An edifice
built to last an eternity
withstood its greatest test.
Tom Nickson, a senior
lecturer in medieval art and
architecture at London’s
Courtauld Institute, said the
stone vault “acted as a kind
of fire door between the
highly flammable roof and
the highly flammable interi-
or” — just as the cathedral’s
medieval builders intended.
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KAMIL ZIHNIOGLU/AP
Experts inspect Notre Dame Cathedral on Tuesday in Paris after Monday'’s inferno.

Now, careful checks will
be needed to determine
whether the stones of the
vaulted ceiling have been
weakened and cracked by
the heat. If so, the whole
vault may need to be torn
down and re-erected.

The cathedral’s exquisite
stained-glass rose windows
appear intact but are prob-
ably suffering “thermal
shock” from intense heat
followed by cold water, said
Jenny Alexander, an expert
on medieval art and archi-
tecture at the University of

Warwick. That means the
glass, set in lead, could have
sagged or been weakened
and will need minute ex-
amination.

Once the building has
been stabilized and the
damage assessed, restora-
tion work can begin. It’s
likely to be an international
effort.

“Structural engineers,
stained-glass experts, stone
experts are all going to be
packing their bags and
heading for Paris in the next
few weeks” Alexander said.

One big decision will be
whether to preserve the
cathedral just as it was
before the fire, or to take a
more creative approach.

It’s not always a straight-
forward choice. Notre
Dame’s spire, destroyed in
Monday’s blaze, was added
to the Gothic cathedral dur-
ing 19th-century renova-
tions. Should it be rebuilt as
it was, or replaced with a
new design for the 21st
century?

Financial and political
considerations, as well as
aesthetic ones, are likely to
play a part in the decision.

Getting materials may
also be a challenge. The
cathedral roof was made
from oak beams cut from
centuries-old trees. Even in
the 13th century, they were
hard to come by. Nickson
said there is probably no

country in Europe with big
enough trees today.

Alternatives could in-
clude a different type of
structure made from
smaller beams, or even a
metal roof — though that
would be unpopular with
purists.

The restored building
will have to reflect modern-
day health and safety stand-
ards. But Eric Salmon, a
former site manager at the
Paris cathedral, said it is
impossible to eliminate all
risk.

“It is like a street acci-
dent. It can happen any-
where, anytime,” said Salm-
on, who now serves as
technical director at the
Notre Dame cathedral in
Strasbourg, France.

Experts agree the project
will take years, if not dec-
ades. A government appeal
for funds has already raised
hundreds of millions of eu-
ros from French businesses.

But few doubt that Notre
Dame will rise again.

“Cathedrals are stone
phoenixes — reminders that
out of adversity we may be
reborn,” said Emma Wells, a
buildings archaeologist at
the University of York.

“The silver lining, if we
can call it that, is this allows
for historians and archaeol-
ogists to come in and un-
cover more of its history
than we ever knew before.”

Rebulldmg will be lon, ﬁ'aut — and pricey

Fire
Continued from Page 1

broke out.

Heitz said an initial fire
alert was sounded at 6:20
p.m. Monday but no fire was
found. The second alert was
sounded at 6:43 p.m., and
the blaze was discovered on
the roof.

Investigators have ques-
tioned nearly 30 people,
said a Paris judicial police
official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.

“Notre Dame has sur-
vived the revolutionary his-
tory of France, and this
happened during building
works,” said influential for-
mer Culture Minister Jack
Lang.

News that the fire was
probably accidental has
done nothing to ease the
national mourning for the
symbol of national pride.
Hundreds of people gath-
ered for a prayer vigil across
the Seine from the cathe-
dral, singing and listening to
music by a string quartet.

Interior Minister
Christophe Castaner said
there were still some risks
to the structure and that it
was “under permanent sur-
veillance because it can still
budge”

A plan to safeguard the
masterpieces and relics was
quickly put into action after
the fire broke out.

The Crown of Thorns,
regarded as Notre Dame’s
most sacred relic, was
among the treasures
quickly transported after
the fire broke out, said
Deputy Mayor Emmanuel
Gregoire. Brought to Paris
by King Louis IX in the 13th
century, it is purported to
have been pressed onto
Christ’s head during the
crucifixion. Also saved was
the tunic of St. Louis, a long,
shirt-like garment from the
13th century, said Culture
Minister Franck Riester.

The cathedral’s famous
18th-century organ that
boasts more than 8,000
pipes also survived.

“The works of art, the
most precious treasures
were secured last night,”
Riester told reporters.

Some of the works were
being transferred from City
Hall to the Louvre, where
they will be dehumidified,
protected and restored. The
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The Crown of Thorns, regarded as Notre Dame’s most
sacred relic, was saved as fire tore through the cathedral.

minister said the cathedral’s
greatest paintings would be
removed starting Friday.
“We assume they have not
been damaged by the fire
but there will eventually be
damage from the smoke,” he
added.

The nearly 10-foot-tall
copper statues that looked
over Paris from Notre
Dame’s 115-foot peak al-
ready had been removed

from the roof days ago and
sent to southwestern
France as part of a $6.8
million renovation on the
spire and its 250 tons of
lead.

Much was saved in the
interior too. The only major
work damaged inside was
the cathedral’s high altar,
installed in 1989 under Car-
dinal Jean-Marie Lustiger.
It was hit when the spire

collapsed, said Laurent
Prades, heritage director for
Notre Dame.

“We have been able to
salvage all the rest” said
Prades, who watched the
recovery overnight. “All the
18th-century steles, the pie-
tas, frescoes, chapels and
the big organ are fine”

The three large stained-
glass rose windows, among
the most famous parts of the
cathedral, were not de-
stroyed, but might have
been damaged by the heat
and will be assessed by an
expert, he added.

“The task is — now the
risk of fire has been put
aside — about the building,
how the structure will re-
sist,” said Junior Interior
Minister Laurent Nunez.

UNESCO Director-Gen-
eral Audrey Azoulay said
work must begin immedi-
ately to protect the remain-
ing structure.

The first 24-48 hours
were crucial to protecting
the stone and wood struc-
ture from water damage

CHRISTOPHE PETIT TESSON/POOL VIA AP
Firefighters wait for Interior Minister Christophe Castaner on Tuesday outside the cathedral. Firefighters battled the blaze for more than 12 hours.

and assessing the next steps,
she told The Associated
Press, warning that parts of
the cathedral remain “ex-
tremely fragile” notably
hundreds of tons of scaf-
folding around the spire
that collapsed. Notre Dame
is part of a UNESCO herit-
age site and UNESCO has
offered its expertise.

Pope Francis offered his
prayers that Notre Dame,
the “architectural gem of a
collective memory,” will
once again be a shrine to the
Catholic faith, a symbol of
the French nation and a
spiritual and architectural
gift to humanity.

Offers of assistance
flowed in from around the
world to help restore the
12th-century tourist attrac-
tion to its former glory.
Poland, the Czech Republic
and Greece were among
those offering to send ex-
perts from their own resto-
ration projects, while major
French businesses pledged
financial assistance.

In his speech, Macron

thanked firefighters, police
and those who pledged
funds, although his goal of
rebuilding the cathedral in
five years seemed ambi-
tious.

Peter Fuessenich, who
oversees reconstruction for
the Gothic cathedral in Co-
logne, Germany, said it
could take decades to repair
Notre Dame.

Cologne Cathedral was
heavily damaged during
World War IT and work to
repair it is still ongoing
more than 70 years later.

“It will certainly take
years, perhaps even dec-
ades, until the last damage
caused by this terrible fire
will be completely re-
paired,” he told broadcaster
RTL.

Meanwhile, the presi-
dent of the University of
Notre Dame in South Bend,
Ind., said the school will
donate $100,000 toward the
renovation of the Paris ca-
thedral. The Rev. John
Jenkins announced the do-
nation Tuesday.

Tycoons at it agaln This time, rivalry is over famed cathedral

By THOMAS ADAMSON
Associated Press

PARIS — Two of France’s
richest men, longlocked ina
public rivalry, are once
again pitted against each
other — this time over
competing donations to re-
build Notre Dame.

Billionaire tycoons
Bernard Arnault, 70, and
Francois Pinault, 82, are
among France’s fiercest
business competitors and
patrons.

On Tuesday, their rivalry
reached dramatic heights

Pinault

Arnault

when it was announced
Pinault, his son and their
company Artemis would
donate $113 million to help
finance renovations to No-
tre Dame after it was dam-
aged in an inferno.

Hours later, Arnault an-

nounced that he, his family
and his luxury company
LVMH would pledge $226
million for the restoration
of the church, which was
immortalized in Victor Hu-
go’s 1831 novel “The
Hunchback of Notre Dame”
— an eternal story of obses-
sion and jealousy.

The rivalry of Arnault
and Pinault, whose names
rhyme, goes back decades.

“They’re like competing
boys, but the stakes run into
the billions,” said Long Ngu-
yen, fashion editor at Flaunt
magazine.

Arnaultis France’s — and
Europe’s — richest man and
CEO of the world’s biggest
luxury group, LVMH, the
owner of iconic fashion
houses Louis Vuitton and
Christian Dior. Pinault
founded the world’s sec-
ond-biggest, Kering, for-
merly PPR, that acquired
rival brand Saint Laurent in
aface-off.

Both tycoons also possess
a sizable art collection —
and a desire to show it off in
competing museums.

Pinault’s son Francois-
Henri married actress

Salma Hayek and is often in
the society pages, while
Arnault’s son Antoine fa-
thered children to super-
model Natalia Vodianova.

The two were reportedly
on friendly business terms
until the late 1990s. Some
commentators have linked
the souring of pair’s rela-
tions to abidding battle over
the ownership of Italian
fashion house Gucci, which
went to Pinault’s Kering
group.

Then, the battling turned
to art.

Arnault opened the Louis

Vuitton Foundation, de-
signed by architect Frank
Gehry, in 2014 to showcase
his vast personal art trove in
Paris’ far western suburbs.
French media claiming the
building’s final price tag
came in at close to $900
million.

Meanwhile Pinault, who
with his son is estimated to
represent France’s sixth for-
tune, is is set to open his
multimillion-dollar con-
temporary art museum, the
Collection Pinault-Paris,
nextspring. Itis designed by
architect Tadao Ando.
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Egypt officials put el-Sissi on
path to add power, extend rule

CAIRO — Egyptian
lawmakers on Tuesday
approved sweeping
changes in the country’s
constitution to extend
President Abdel-Fattah el-
Sissi’s rule and give him
unprecedented powers,
cementing his authoritari-
an grip on the nation.

The vote — 531-22, with
one abstention — was
widely expected: The leg-
islature is dominated by
el-Sissi’s loyalists, and el-
Sissi’s regime has largely
silenced opposition to the

constitutional amend-
ments, arrested dissenters
and shut down the web-
site of an online protest
campaign.

If a majority of Egyp-
tians vote in favor of the
changes, it would extend
presidential terms to six
years. So el-Sissi’s current
term would be extended
by two more years, and he
would be permitted to run
once again in 2024. That
means, in theory, that el-
Sissi could remain in
power until 2030.

MIC SMITH/AP

The coffin of former Sen. Ernest “Fritz” Hollings is carried to a hearse after a funeral
service Tuesday in Charleston, S.C. Hollings retired from the Senate in 2005 after serving
38 years and two months, making him the eighth longest-serving senator in U.S. history.

Woman made threats against
Columbine High, FBI says

LITTLETON, Colo. —
Authorities said Tuesday
they are looking for an
18-year-old woman sus-
pected of making threats
against Columbine High
School, just days before
the 20th anniversary of a
mass shooting that killed
13 people.

The  information
prompted a lockdown at
the high school and more
than 20 others in the
Denver area. All students
were safe, school officials

said.

Sol Pais traveled to Col-
orado on Monday night
and made threats against
the schools, the Jefferson
County Sheriff’s Office
and the FBI said. Officials
didn’t provide further de-
tails about the threats or
say where she was from.

Pais was last seen in the
foothills west of Denver,
was considered armed
and extremely dangerous
and should not be ap-
proached.

Israel court upholds expulsion
of Human Rights Watch staffer

JERUSALEM — An Is-
raeli court on Tuesday
upheld a deportation or-
der against Human Rights
Watch’s local director and
gave him two weeks to
leave the country.

The Jerusalem District
Court rejected an appeal
by Omar Shakir to remain
in the country, saying that
his activities against Isra-
el’s West Bank settlements
amount to a boycott of the

country.

Israel enacted a law in

2017 barring entry to any
foreigner who “knowingly
issues a public call for
boycotting Israel” Tues-
day’s ruling was the first
time the law was applied
to someone already resid-
ing in the country.

Shakir, a U.S. citizen,
has worked as the New
York-based group’s Israel
and Palestine director
since October 2016.

Israel’s interior min-
ister ordered Shakir’s de-
portation in May 2018.

Cops: Man in domestic abuse
case kills wife after bail posted

ST. LOUIS — A St. Louis
man released from jail after
a nonprofit group posted
his $5,000 bail in a domes-
tic violence case went that
same night to his wife’s
home and fatally beat her,
prosecutors allege in charg-
ing documents.

Samuel Scott, 54, was
charged Tuesday with first-
degree murder in the death
of his wife, 54-year-old
Marcia Johnson. Scott is
now jailed on $1 million
bond.

Scott was charged April
5 with misdemeanor do-
mestic assault for allegedly
striking Johnson in the face
in January. A probable

cause statement from the
St. Louis Circuit Attorney’s
Office said he also threat-
ened that he “might as well
finish what (he) started
since (she) was going to
contact the police”

The probable cause
statement said that on April
9, the St. Louis Bail Project
posted Scott’s bail and he
was released. The group is
part of the Bail Project, a
national organization that
bails out people who are
jailed awaiting trial and
can’t afford their own bail.

The probable cause
statement said Scott went
to his wife’s home at 7:45
that same night. At11 p.m.,a

friend took Johnson to a
hospital after finding her
unconscious and her head
and body bruised and
bloodied. She died Sunday.
Police said Scott admitted
striking her.

Bail Project Executive
Director Robin Steinberg
said the organization was
“deeply saddened,” but bail
wasn’t to blame for John-
son’s death.

“It’s important to re-
member that had he been
wealthy enough to afford
his bail, or bonded out by a
commercial bail bond
agency, he would have been
free pretrial as well,” Stein-
berg said in a statement.

N.C. ‘born-alive’ abortion bill wins final passage

RALEIGH, NC. — North
Carolina lawmakers have
given final passage to a bill
to require doctors and
nurses to care for babies
born alive during a failed
late-term abortion, a mea-
sure critics say is really
intended to intimidate
abortion providers.

The state House passed

the bill Tuesday, a day after
the Senate did so. The
measure would bring pris-
on time and big fines for
medical practitioners who
don’t give children born
during a botched abortion
the same protections as any
other newborn.
Democratic Rep. Susan
Fisher of Buncombe

County criticized Republi-
cans in the GOP-controlled
legislature for pushing it
through, saying the aim
appears to be to intimidate
health care providers from
performing legal abortions.

Democratic Gov. Roy
Cooper’s has not said

whether he planned to veto
the bill.

Trump vetoes
measure to
end US. role
in Yemen war

WASHINGTON —
President Donald Trump
on Tuesday vetoed a reso-
lution passed by Congress
to end U.S. military assist-
ance in Saudi Arabia’s war
in Yemen.

The veto — the second
in Trump’s presidency —
was expected, and Con-
gress lacks the votes to
override it.

Congress has grown
uneasy with Trump’s
close relationship with
Saudi Arabia as he tries to
further isolate Iran, a re-
gional rival.

Many lawmakers also
criticized Trump for not
condemning Saudi Arabia
for the killing of Jamal
Khashoggi, a Saudi who
lived in the United States
and had written critically
about the kingdom.

The U.S. provides bil-
lions of dollars of arms to
the Saudi-led coalition
fighting against Iran-
backed rebels in Yemen.

The conflict began in
2014.

Planning stage: A
Kremlin spokesman says
itis not clear yet when and
where the Russian presi-
dent and the North Korea
leader will meet for a rare
summit.

Dmitry Peskov said
Monday that details are
still being worked out on
the rare talks between
Vladimir Putin and North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un. Peskov has confirmed
reports that the prepara-
tions for the meeting are
underway.

South Korea’s Maeil
Business Newspaper re-
ported Tuesday that a
summit between Putin
and Kim will likely take
place April 24 in Vladivos-
tok, Russia. before Putin’s
April 26-27 visit to Beijing
to meet with Chinese
President Xi Jinping.
Maeil didn’t say where it
got its information.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

PRE-PLANNING
SEMINAR AND
LUNCHEON

This informative seminar and luncheon
sponsored by the Catholic Cemeteries will
enlighten you to the benefits of pre-arranging
burial needs and the services available for those
that have not yet purchased cemetery property.

Wednesday, May 8th
11:30am at the

Lone Tree Manor Banquet Hall
7730 N Milwaukee in Niles

Please call 708-236-5444 no later than
Thursday, May 2nd to confirm your
reservation. Seating is limited.
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Repair & Beautify Your Home! ALL With One Visit to

THE LAKE COUNTY
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Lake Cou

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling!
Windows, Doors & Siding!
Flooring, Painting & Decor!
Landscaping, Decks & Patios!
Furniture & Adustable Beds!
< Pools, Hot Tubs & Saunas!
% Live Plant Sale All Weekend!

Special Features, Exhibits, Displays & More!

% Tesla Power Wall & Solar Systems!
% Roofing & Gutter Protection!
% Outdoor Living & Patio Furniture!
+ Robotic Mowers! Gravity Swings!

« Fireplaces & Stone Wall Systems!
% Appliances & Live Cooking Shows!
% Lighted Patio Umbrellas & Accents!

Free Seminars, Show Specials, Exclusive Offers & Giveaways!

nty Fairgrounds
1060 E. Peterson Rd. - Grayslake

April 27" & 28" < Sat & Sun 10am - 5pm

PLUS! Special Displays by
JEEP, CHRYSLER, DODGE & VERIZON!

LakeCountyHomeShow.com 630-953-2500

Please bring this Ad and we’ll enter you in the Hourly Cash Giveaways!
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The columbine is a perennial
flower often seen growing wild in
the Rocky Mountains. But since
April 20,1999, the word has been
a universally recognized refer-
ence to what was then the worst
mass shooting at a school in
American history. Thirteen peo-
ple were shot to death and 21
were wounded by a pair of Col-
umbine High School students
who then killed themselves. The
massacre in Littleton, Colo., was a
singularly shocking event.

At the time, the bloodshed
seemed as though it might create
a turning point in public atti-
tudes and government policy on
firearms. President Bill Clinton
proposed measures to regulate
sales at gun shows, raise the
minimum age for buying hand-
guns from 18 to 21 and hold neg-
ligent parents liable if their kids
commit crimes with firearms.
Texas Gov. George W. Bush en-
dorsed instant background
checks at gun shows.

The Republican-controlled
U.S. Senate voted against this
safeguard just weeks later — and
immediately reversed course,
fearing how voters would react.
“For years to come, the debate
over guns here will be framed in
light of what happened at Col-
umbine,” said Colorado Republi-
can Gov. Bill Owens.

As it happened, things didn’t
change as much as some ex-
pected. In 2000, 70 percent of

EDITORIALS

20 years after Columbine,

school safety still eludes us
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Students rally at Chicago’s Federal Plaza on April 20, 2018, the 19th anniversary of the Columbine shooting.

Colorado voters supported a
ballot initiative closing the “gun
show loophole.” But Clinton had
no luck on his legislation. Al
Gore’s narrow defeat by Bush in
the 2000 presidential race was
blamed partly on his support for
gun restrictions.

As president, Bush not only

didn’t push for broader back-
ground checks, he also let the
1994 federal assault weapons ban
expire.

School shootings may still
cause horror among Americans,
but they provoke more shock
than surprise. Columbine is no

longer the most deadly, having
been surpassed by the massacres
in Newtown, Conn. (2012), and
Parkland, Fla. (2018). A gruesome
sequence of mass shootings, of
course, has occurred in nonschool
venues.

Over these two decades, the
Supreme Court also has ex-

panded the rights of gun owners
in decisions on the Second
Amendment. All states now allow
the carrying of handguns in pub-
lic under some conditions —
reflecting a judgment that armed,
law-abiding citizens can deter
armed criminals.

Twenty years on, though, the
1999 shootings can be seen as the
beginning of a gradual shift in
public sentiment. A 2018 Gallup
Poll found that 92 percent of
Americans favor requiring back-
ground checks for all purchases.
In February, the House passed a
bill mandating that change —
indicating that Democratic politi-
cians no longer fear the wrath of
the National Rifle Association.

At the local level, the response
has been to tighten security in
schools and improve responses
when gunfire erupts. Locked
doors and metal detectors are
now common. Active shooter
drills have become part of the
routine on many campuses.
Armed police officers are a fix-
ture at most public high schools,
and some states have authorized
teachers who have undergone
training to carry guns.

In the aftermath of Col-
umbine, Americans began
searching for ways to protect
kids from being riddled with
bullets as they attend school.
Twenty years later, the answers
still elude us.

How Chlcago can avoid scooter mayhem

Pedestrians enjoying spring’s
warming weather and bright
skies may soon have new com-
panions on the go: electric scoot-
ers that provide a green transit
option but also a well-known set
of pitfalls.

E-scooters resemble the stand-
up riding toy children propel with
their feet, but are sized for adults
and powered by batteries. They
are big business. Ride-share com-
panies Uber and Lyft are in on the
action, as is automaker Ford.
Dockless scooters have landed for
rent in cities nationwide at a rapid
pace, with sometimes hair-raising
results.

Chicago hasn’t settled on how
to regulate scooters. But City Hall
likely can’t hide forever.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s task
force on mobility called for an
electric scooter pilot this year in a
limited area of the city, a chance
to see whether chaos would en-
sue. Any experiment won’t be
without rancorous debate as

ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Pam Levy tries out an electric
scooter in Chicago last fall.

interests of scooters, bikes and
pedestrians collide. Lyft, which
operates Divvy, plans to increase
that shared-bike program, add
10,500 electric-assisted bikes to
Chicago and integrate bike and
scooter rentals into its app. Lyft’s
exclusive bike-share deal does not

cover scooters, but don’t be sur-
prised if scooter-share comes to
Chicago.

Scooters present a clean solu-
tion to last-mile transit and can
serve areas lacking in buses and
trains. When it’s too close to drive
but too far to walk, they could
provide quick, short jaunts for
around $2. Riders can stand in
style without wrinkling their
clothes or breaking a sweat. Take
the “L” most of the way and then
hop on a scooter to reach your
meeting, errand or movie? Why
not?

On the flip side, many cities
have already struggled with a
variety of hazards, which include
broken wrists, knocked-out teeth
and scooters themselves, lying
abandoned all over town.

Chicago has been slow to allow
scooters and has picked up a few
tips from other locales, where
providers including Lime and
Bird indeed became four-letter
words. Drawing on those cities’
experiences, here are three ways

Chicago can avoid scooter may-
hem:

B Of utmost concern is safety for
both riders and those in their
paths. Head injuries are a particu-
lar peril, especially so because
few riders wear helmets. Chi-
cago’s mobility task force advises
a speed cap of a reasonable 15
mph. Startups may like to move
fast and break things, but when it
comes to our noses, we’d rather
not.

B City Hall will have to be clear
on where scooters are, and aren’t,
allowed. In motion, they can be
too fast to join crowded side-
walks, too vulnerable to make
their way in the streets, and too
slow for bike lanes — although,
where available, that is their
logical home. Will bicyclists po-
litely welcome a new entrant in
their lanes? Hmm.

B When shared scooters aren’t in
use, they can’t be haphazardly
strewn on Chicago sidewalks.
The idea is to enhance alternate
transit, not drive pedestrians

away with a new menace. Chi-
cago would likely need stricter
rules for riding and stowing
scooters in the downtown busi-
ness district than in less con-
gested areas. The need for dock-
ing or locking requirements,
along with helmet rules, will have
to be weighed against grab-and-
go convenience. Providers must
be held to account for ensuring
that scooters are properly main-
tained and operate safely.

At the state level, lawmakers
have mulled whether scooter
users should be at least 16; have a
driver’s license, permit or state ID
card; follow bike laws; and use
lights at night.

If — and only if — the potential
dangers and disruptions can be
well-managed, we see a lot to like
about scooters. It’s easy to imag-
ine futuristic cities with people
zipping along atop some type of
lightly motorized device with a
slim footprint and no exhaust trail
in its wake. The Segway didn’t get
there, but maybe the scooter will.

donor class. ...

ties increase. ...

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

For years, blue-state Democrats have been able
to raise state income and property taxes far
higher than voters might normally tolerate.
That’s because the SALT deduction (for state and
local taxes) softened the impact for taxpayers in
those states, particularly for the rich campaign-

Even though the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act has
capped the deduction at $10,000, almost 93 per-
cent of American taxpayers will be unaffected.
It’s likely that fewer taxpayers will elect to take
advantage of SALT, since the law also doubled the
standard deduction. But about 11 million of the
highest-earning Americans living in high-tax
states are seeing their federal income tax liabili-

Without low-tax states paying a share of their
taxes, rich New Yorkers and Californians have

SCOTT STANTIS

IN 1163 CONSTRUCTION BEGAN ON
NOTRE DAME CATHEDRAL BY PEOPLE WHO
KNEW THEr‘li_’ WOULP NOT LIVE TO SEE

S COMPLETITION.

YET THEY BEGAN.

discovered that it makes more sense to relocate. I
certainly did. California, where I used to live, has
a top marginal income tax rate of 13.3 percent.
Tennessee, where I hang my hat now, has none —
at least on regular income. The barbecue is better
here too! ...

Democrats are up in arms. Four high-tax states
are even suing to get their money back, arguing
that the federal government has a responsibility
to provide lavish tax breaks to their richest resi-
dents. Next time you hear Democrats complain
about “tax cuts for the rich,” remember that
they’re the same ones who are going to the mat to
protect tax breaks for wealthy liberals at the
expense of middle-class Americans in low-tax
states.

Andy Puzder, RealClearPolitics

NOW WE ARE FACED WITH
A GREAT REBUILDING.
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Protesters, including a coalition in support of Democratic Rep. Ilhan Omar, face off outside a Burnsville, Minn., site where President Donald Trump spoke Monday.

Rep. I1Than Omar, don’t be lured
in by Trump’s hate-baiting

CLARENCE PAGE

If I had my way, I would tell both
President Donald Trump and his latest
foil, Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., to go
sitin a corner and take a time out.

That’s how you treat a pair of small
children who can’t stop provoking
each other, each blaming the other for
having started the fight.

I like Omar, but sometimes she
needs to think more carefully before
she speaks. So does Trump, although
he seems to find thinking to be a waste
of time as he rallies his base against
Muslims, particularly Omar.

Yes, Trump repeatedly has attacked
“Muslims,” not just “terrorists.” “I
think Islam hates us,” he told CNN’s
Anderson Cooper in 2016. He was
targeting radical Islam, he claimed, but
also said, “It’s very hard to define. It’s
very hard to separate. Because you
don’t know who’s who?”

Or maybe he doesn’t want to know.
The list of his expressions of anti-
Muslim sentiment runs long. Remem-
ber how he fueled his political rise
with bogus claims in 2011 that Presi-
dent Barack Obama was a Muslim
born outside the United States? Re-
member his campaign vow to ban

Muslims from entering this nation
“until our country’s representatives
can figure out what the hell is going
on?” Remember his repeated claim,
also debunked, of “thousands and
thousands” of terrorist sympathizers
celebrating in New Jersey during the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks? Remember
his saying on Fox Business in October
2016 that he would “certainly look at”
the idea of closing mosques in the
United States?

But Omar doesn’t help matters
when she provides him with fresh
material, as she did at a late-March
fundraiser for the Council on Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations.

“Here’s the truth,” she said at one
point. “For far too long we have lived
with the discomfort of being a second-
class citizen, and, frankly, I'm tired of
it. And every single Muslim in this
country should be tired of it.”

Then came the words that ignited a
new controversy: “CAIR was founded
after 9/11,” she said, “because they
recognized that some people did
something and that all of us were
starting to lose access to our civil liber-
ties”

In other words, don’t blame Islam
for attacks perpetrated by a small
group of fanatics. CAIR was actually
founded seven years before 9/11, but
Omar’s point was much the same as
that made by President George W.
Bush in a Washington mosque right
after the 2001 attack when he spoke
out against Islamophobia.

BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/GETTY-AFP

Omar, who sparked a new controversy
with remarks made at a CAIR fundrais-
er last month, is Trump’s latest foil.

But that larger point was drowned
out by those who criticized Omar’s
“some people did something” remark
as minimizing the tragedy of 9/11 to
the point of trivializing the lives lost
on that horrible day. Trump tweeted a
video montage Friday of 9/11 scenes,
including the collapse of the twin
towers, topped by “WE WILL NEVER
FORGET!”

Yes, it was a cheap shot at Omar
over a remark that was taken out of
context to make her appear to be a
supporter of terrorism. But, as any
seasoned politician knows, you have to
think before you speak if you don’t
want to invite misinterpretation.

No one knows that better than
Trump, who boldly seized on the
opportunity to stir hate against Omar
— at the expense of the message that

Republicans would rather talk about,
the Grand Old Party’s tax cuts.

Trump would rather engage in
things that don’t require as much
reading or math, such as trolling the
hijab-wearing Omar. He uses Omar,
who came to the U.S. as a refugee child
from Somalia, as a living symbol to his
base of their anxieties about “not
being able to recognize my country
anymore” — a sentiment captured in
Trump’s “Make America Great Again”
campaign slogan. Unfortunately,
Trump seems more interested in mak-
ing America hate again.

Speaking Monday at a tax and econ-
omy roundtable in suburban Minne-
apolis, Trump even ridiculed the very
concept of asylum as “ridiculous.”
That’s not the America that makes me
feel proud.

Yes, Trump is a hate-baiter. But the
rest of us should not take the bait.
While Trump plays the politics of
division based on fear and rage, Omar
and her allies should serve as ambas-
sadors for the politics of addition. “Our
diversity is our strength, but our unity
is our power;,” Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi likes to tell her fellow
Democrats. That’s a good description
of our nation, too, when we’re not
acting like bratty kids.

Clarence Page, a member of the
Tribune Editorial Board, blogs at
wwwi.chicagotribune.com/pagespage.

cpage@chicagotribune.com

Spoiler alert! Voters won't see Donald Trump’s
tax returns before the 2020 election

| .

ERIC ZORN

You just know President Don-
ald Trump’s tax returns are bad.
Really bad. Humiliating. Mortify-
ing. Compromising. Incriminat-
ing. Fatal to his political fortunes.

Why else would the White
House be fighting so hard against
a formal demand issued April 3 by
House Ways and Means Commit-
tee Chairman Richard Neal, D-
Mass., that the Internal Revenue
Service turn over six years of
Trump’s personal, business and
charity-related returns for a con-
fidential examination by mem-
bers of the committee?

After all, conventionally humil-
iating, mortifying, compromising
and seemingly incriminating
behavior hasn’t eroded his sup-
port. Trump shatters norms and
degrades his office with such
regularity that even those who
are horrified by his frightening
unconventional presidency are

numb to it.

He famously boasted during
the 2016 campaign that he could
“stand in the middle of Fifth
Avenue and shoot somebody and
wouldn’t lose any voters,” so the
information in his various tax
returns must be worse than that.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa,
chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee, has declared that
Democrats “want (Trump’s) tax
returns to destroy him,” an accu-
sation that contains a hidden
admission.

So you also just know that not
even House Democrats are going
to see them — at least not until
after the November 2020 presi-
dential election renders them
politically moot.

Should they see them?

Yes! We all should. Citizens
ought to have comprehensive
financial information about our
president and major-party presi-
dential nominees.

This is why showing tax re-
turns has been a norm for some
50 years and why several recent
polls have shown that roughly 2
in 3 Americans want Trump to
disclose his.

And the law explicitly allows

Congress to see them. Specif-
ically, Section 6103 of the IRS
code says that the agency “shall
furnish” certain congressional
committee chairs “with any re-
turn of return information” they
request, so long as they review
the information in “closed execu-
tive session.”

That obscure, seldom-used
1924 law doesn’t say Congress
needs a subpoena or any reason
whatsoever to look at usually
confidential tax return informa-
tion.

But here’s where it gets com-
plicated — so complicated that
the legal fight seems destined to
drag on for years.

In aletter challenging the
Democrats’ demand, William
Consovoy, an attorney represent-
ing Trump, pointed to Watkins v.
United States, a1957 U.S.
Supreme Court decision that
defined limits on congressional
investigations.

“There is no congressional
power to expose for the sake of
exposure,” wrote Chief Justice
Earl Warren for a 6-1 majority
that upheld the right of a witness
before a subcommittee of the
House Un-American Activities

Committee to refuse to answer
questions about whether certain
people he knew had been or ever
were members of the Communist
Party.

“The power of the Congress to
conduct investigations is inherent
in the legislative process,” wrote
Warren, noting the general need
to root out corruption, ineffi-
ciency and waste. “But, broad as is
this power of inquiry, it is not
unlimited. There is no general
authority to expose the private
affairs of individuals without
justification.”

Rep. Neal’s request for Trump’s
taxes said the Ways and Means
Committee needs them because it
“is considering legislative propos-
als and conducting oversight
related to our federal tax laws,
including, but not limited to, the
extent to which the IRS audits
and enforces the federal tax laws
against a president.”

Consovoy called shenanigans
on this stated reason: “If Chair-
man Neal genuinely wants to
review how the IRS audits presi-
dents, why is he seeking tax re-
turns and return information
covering the four years before
President Trump took office?”

said Consovoy’s letter. “Why is he
not requesting information about
the audits of previous presidents?

“His request is a transparent
effort by one political party to
harass an official from the other
party because (members of that
party) dislike his politics and
speech.”

It’s odd that attempting to
require a president to conform to
an expected contemporary prac-
tice, one that during the 2016
campaign he promised he would
conform to “shortly;” is now seen
as harassment.

But given the evident stakes
here and Trump’s obsession with
keeping his financial secrets, T
suppose it is.

How will the lower courts and
ultimately the U.S. Supreme
Court rule on this dispute?

Al T know is that the law tends
to move glacially. Briefs, argu-
ments, opinions and appeals take
time. Lots of time. Almost cer-
tainly more time than we have
before voters go to the polls again
to render their verdict on Donald
Trump.

ericzorn@gmail.com
Twitter @EricZorn
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South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete Buttigieg greets supporters after announcing his run for president at Studebaker Building 84 on Sunday.

South Bend, a postindustrial
Everycity, is riding Buttigieg wave

By JEREMY MANIER

As akid in my hometown of South Bend,
Ind., I hoped our modest city would one
day achieve true national prominence —
but I soon understood that it probably
never would.

I remember scanning the pages of an
almanac in the 1970s to find our popula-
tion, about 125,000, and thinking naively
that there was plenty of room to grow. But
I would learn that outside of Notre Dame
football weekends, ours was like hundreds
of other struggling cities and towns across
the Midwest, a place from which young
people often wanted to escape.

The presidential campaign announce-
ment of an improbable but fast-rising
candidate, South Bend Mayor Pete
Buttigieg, could be the sort of star turn that
has eluded the town for so long. Yet its
newfound notoriety has come in a form
that no civic booster could have foreseen.
South Bend is notable now not as a special
city but as a stand-in for all of the under-
dog places like it, a postindustrial Everyc-
ity, worthy of interest in part because it is
so ordinary.

For decades the city was defined eco-
nomically by the 1963 shuttering of the
vast Studebaker car factory, which had
roots in horse-drawn wagon production
going back for a century.

The company’s failure and the ensuing
population plunge gave an early warning
of what would become of the Rust Belt. It
was part of the dismal lore passed down to
local kids like Buttigieg and me, and a bit
like a scary bedtime story for other strug-
gling cities. Be good, or you could end up
like South Bend.

Some of the failed revival schemes of the
’70s and ’80s sound familiar in cities like
Chicago, 90 miles to the west, such as
banning traffic from a prime downtown

area (State Street in Chicago, Michigan
Street in South Bend) to attract pedestri-
ans and compete with suburban malls. As
in most cities, that effort backfired and the
cars were allowed back.

South Bend remained a solid place to
grow up — we had strong arts programs, a
diverse community that cared about edu-
cation and a supply of professors like my
dad who helped coach sports teams. What
we lacked was momentum, or a belief in
why the city might still be relevant. Few of
my friends in the ’80s or *90s looked for-
ward to building a career in the area, and
many of us left for places with wider op-
portunities.

In 2011, the year of Buttigieg’s first suc-
cessful run for mayor, Newsweek listed
South Bend among the nation’s top “dying
cities.”

For many neglected towns across
America, the story stops there — or gets
worse. South Bend found a way forward.
As Buttigieg said at his Sunday presidential
campaign announcement, “We took it as a
call to arms.”

The turnaround

South Bend’s comeback built quietly
over the past decade, but some of the
changes are striking. The most noticeable
transformations have been the return of
residents and life to the downtown area,
investments in parks and streets, and the
demolition of unoccupied houses across
the city. The University of Notre Dame,
still the largest local employer, seems like
less of an anomaly.

Even the once-abandoned Studebaker
complex is now home to new tech compa-
nies and training programs. At his cam-
paign kickoff, held in the renovated behe-
moth of Studebaker Building 84, Buttigieg
noted that the complex has attracted “in-

dustries that didn’t exist” when the car-
maker went under. He also criticized the
“myth being sold to industrial and rural
communities: the myth that we can stop
the clock and turn it back”

The changes haven’t all been smooth. In
areas like the racially diverse neighbor-
hood where I grew up, the fast pace of
house demolitions brought calls for more
investment in affordable housing. Local
council member Regina Williams-Preston,
who pressed the mayor to seek more com-
munity input, has said she hopes the criti-
cism helps prepare him to be president.

Longtime South Bend Tribune political
writer Jack Colwell recently summed up
the mayor’s role in the city’s turnaround:
“Buttigieg neither claims nor deserves
total credit for resurgence of his Rust Belt
city. But shaking off the rust mentality is
real and due in no small measure to
Buttigieg”

That intangible change of spirit may be
South Bend’s best lesson for other down-
on-their-luck towns — places such as Flint,
Mich.; Youngstown, Ohio; and many oth-
ers.

South Bend’s model can’t be easily re-
peated, but it offers hope that other towns’
arduous efforts to rebound are worth-
while. It’s the hope that even though old
industries may never come back, building a
new economic foundation can convince
more young people to give those places a
second look.

After all, America’s small cities and
towns far outnumber their bigger, suppos-
edly hipper counterparts. Maybe this is a
moment when kids in those forgotten
places start to see a better future right
where they are.

Jeremy Manier is a communications profes-
stonal in Chicago and was born and raised in
South Bend.

The FOP is a threat to police reform in Chicago

BY JOHN LEGEND
AND NEILL FRANKLIN

We all want our communities to be both
safe and just. We want to tuck our children
into bed, go to the parks and send them off
to school without fear of their being put in
harm’s way. At the same time, we want
fathers and mothers to be home with their
children, and not locked up behind bars
when they do not pose a threat to our
communities.

For decades, we’ve tried the lock-every-
one-up tactic. The U.S. became the most
incarcerated nation in the world. The
results were financially costly, extracted a
massive human toll and did not make us
safer.

In 2018, homicides in Chicago de-
creased by 14 percent from 2017, and 32
percent since 2016. At the same time, Chi-
cago reduced its use of money bail, which
holds people in jail pre-trial who are pre-
sumed innocent but are too poor to pay.
And it kept thousands of people out of the
justice system who posed little safety
threat by diverting them into alternative
programs. As students of the need for
smart justice reform, one of us as an activ-
ist and one as a former law enforcement
officer, we watched these changes with
admiration and elation.

Chicago is making great progress. Just a
few years ago, Chicago regularly made
front-page headlines, but not because it
was on the cutting edge of criminal justice
reform. Homicides were up and too many
went unsolved. Police abuses of power
went unchecked. Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s
City Hall delayed publicly releasing a po-
lice dashcam video showing Officer Jason
Van Dyke killing Laquan McDonald.

But now, Chicago is on the forefront of a
movement that is finally bringing justice,
accountability and safety to the criminal
justice system.

Cook County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx
has stood at the center of this transforma-
tion. Since taking office in 2016, Foxx in-
creased transparency in the office, stopped
prosecuting marijuana possession, re-
duced the use of money bail, diverted more
cases out of jail and prison and back into
the community, and developed a convic-
tion integrity unit that has vacated dozens
of cases.

She hasn’t done it alone; Cook County
Sheriff Tom Dart ended use of solitary
confinement in county jails, the state legis-
lature passed a bill sealing the records of
those who have paid their debt, and we’ve
seen champions such as state Rep. Jehan
Gordon-Booth and Attorney General
Kwame Raoul leading the way on criminal
justice reform. Now, Mayor-elect Lori
Lightfoot joins their ranks. All of these
leaders partner with and are pushed by
such grassroots groups as the Chicago
Bond Fund and the People’s Lobby, both of
which play leading roles in the movement
to end the criminalization of poverty.

The Chicago police are playing a key
role in helping us build a safer and more
just future. With Eddie Johnson at the
helm, the Chicago Police Department has
moved to more community policing, and
he and Foxx continue working together on
reforms. This is a welcome turn, but there
is much more work to do: The city only
solves 11in 6 homicides, but the trajectory is
brighter than it has been in decades.

But there is one influential group in
Chicago that poses a grave threat to this
city’s safety: Chicago’s police union, the
Fraternal Order of Police. The union is a
relic of the past, with a commitment to
protecting all officers, even those who give
it abad name. After Van Dyke killed
McDonald, the FOP not only vociferously
defended Van Dyke, the union hired him.
The FOP has criticized the city for settling
cases involving gross allegations of police

misconduct. And it defended former police
Cmdr. John Burge after his death, despite
his squad’s documented history of physical
and psychological abuse.

The FOP has regularly lambasted Foxx
and her office. Recently, it led protests
outside of her office where some report
that hate groups were also present. The
FOP called the Van Dyke trial “a sham.”
Recently, the union unleashed on Foxx
after she dismissed charges against a
teenage girl accused of assaulting a police
officer. A video released recently shows the
officers abused the child, not the other way
around.

The FOP makes the work of the mostly
good, honest and dedicated officers harder
and communities less safe. Communities
of color that believe police are in alliance
with white supremacist groups are not
going to come forward as witnesses to
crime, a phenomenon documented by law
professor Monica Bell in a recent article
for the Yale Law Review. When the FOP
defends officers who abuse children, how
can the community trust the police?

‘We must, therefore, demand that the
FOP stop its baseless and dangerous at-
tacks on smart reformers such as Foxx. If
we do not call them out, we embolden
their voices, make them credible and allow
them to drown out the work of good police
officers and public officials while halting
necessary change. We need more account-
ability and elected officials who are smart
on crime, not overly punitive. We’re calling
on all leaders — the mayor, the state’s attor-
ney, the police superintendent and the
sheriff — to reject the politics of the FOP
and relegate its destructive ideas to the
dustbin of history where they belong.

John Legend is an entertainer and activist.
Neill Franklin is executive director of the
Law Enforcement Action Partnership and a
former police officer.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Vaccines save lives

In 1978, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention declared the inten-
tion of eliminating measles in the U.S. by
1982. It missed the deadline but declared
victory in 2000. Unfortunately, that
didn’t last.

Here in Chicago, we are mailing let-
ters to the parents of unvaccinated chil-
dren to warn them of the dangers of
measles, and to encourage them to bring
in their children for vaccines.

Vaccines work, and vaccines save lives,
but the spread of misinformation online
steers parents dangerously in the wrong
direction, promulgating myths and cre-
ating a real threat to public health.

During a recent routine visit, the par-
ents of an adolescent patient of mine
declined a vaccine for human papillo-
mavirus, or HPV, using an article from
Facebook to counter my recommenda-
tions. Since when does Facebook know
more than pediatricians?

T have seen more than a few patients
admitted to the pediatric intensive care
unit with vaccine-preventable illnesses. I
was taught in medical school I would
probably never see illnesses like menin-
gitis during my career. My teachers were
wrong.

We need families to be equipped with
credible information, and we need to
reach them where they are. Policy
changes are also needed. Public schools
require a minimum number of vaccines,
but parents in many states can ignore
this if they present exemption paper-
work for personal or religious reasons.
Since California eliminated all nonmedi-
cal exemptions in 2015, the number of
vaccinated kindergartners increased 4.7
percent.

We should all work to protect the
health of children. Vaccines play an
undeniably important role in making
that possible. Together, let’s stop the
spread of misinformation.

— Jennifer Kusma, Fellow, Academic
General Pediatrics and Primary Care,
Lurie Children’s Hospital, Chicago

How church can rebuild

Witnessing the tragedy of the burning
of Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris brings
to mind the incalculable value of our
own historic places of worship. It also
brings to mind how dismissively we treat
them, at least until they’re gone. The
city’s cultural heritage of sacred spaces,
so many of them Catholic, are not being
burned to the ground but are being
slowly eradicated. The immediate rea-
sons are the emptying of the pews and
the loss of priests. But the ultimate rea-
son for this erosion of Catholic cultural
heritage is the refusal within the church
to look at obvious solutions: the ordina-
tion of married priests, the ordination of
women, a rethinking of the papal teach-
ings on sex that have driven away so
many young people and more than a few
old ones, and an authentic reconsidera-
tion of the unaccountable and nontrans-
parent way in which the church is gov-
erned.

And unlike the fire in Paris, this refus-
alis no accident.

— Jeanne Follman, Wilmette

Buttigieg vs. Trump

The announced candidacy of Pete
Buttigieg could foreshadow the most
elegant set of election contrasts in
American presidential history. Does one
vote for a religious gay man or an irreli-
gious adulterer; for a Rhodes scholar or a
man too ashamed to expose his grades; a
man who proudly chose military service
or a man who contrived an excuse to
avoid it; a man of the Rust Belt with a
record of leadership toward a practical
economic future or a man who patroniz-
es the Rust Belt with vain hopes of reviv-
ing an unrecoverable past; a youthful and
enthusiastic leader arguing for social and
economic justice or a desperate old bigot
catering to narrow, out-of-date and fear-
ridden thinking?

— William Klopsch, Skokie

The cult of personality

President Donald Trump has to love
the criticism he gets from Democrats
and others. Confident that he’ll never be
indicted while in office, Trump doesn’t
care if what he says and does is deemed
erratic, dishonest, cruel or even unlaw-
ful. So he continues to rule controver-
sially by impulse and tweets, drawing a
lot of criticism from opponents, includ-
ing former Republicans. As far as Trump
is concerned, those attacks, along with
impeachment talk, merely solidify the
support of his die-hard base. And he
believes that base will carry him to an-
other Electoral College victory. Trump’s
cult of disruptive personality still capti-
vates many people who should know
better. Criticism of his obvious faults
won’t beat him in 2020. The only thing
that will is a combination of a dynamic
and unifying challenger and a commit-
ment to vote by a large number of the
nearly 100 million eligible voters who
didn’t vote in 2016.

— Ed Stone, Northbrook

For online exclusive letters go to www.
chicagotribune.com/letters. Send letters
by email to letters@chicagotribune.com
or to Voice of the People, Chicago
Tribune, 160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor,
Chicago, IL 60601. Include your name,
address and phone number.
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United joins in extending 737 cancellations

Grounding of Boeing’s Max jet by big carriers
to continue into peak summer travel season

BY LAUREN ZUMBACH
Chicago Tribune

United Airlines has joined
carriers announcing additional
flight cancellations as problems
with the Boeing 737 Max aircraft
extend into the peak summer
travel season.

Chicago-based United said
Monday it would pull flights on
the 737 Max from its schedule
through early July. American Air-
lines and Southwest Airlines had
already announced plans to ex-
tend cancellations into August.

Regulators around the world
grounded Boeing’s 737 Max last
month after the plane was in-
volved in deadly crashes in Ethi-
opia and Indonesia. Boeing is
working on a software fix for the
plane, but regulators will need to
sign off on the plane’s safety
before it can begin flying again.

United said it had been using
spare aircraft and other “creative
solutions” to cover flights that
would typically use one of the
grounded aircraft. But those
changes are harder to make dur-
ing the busy summer season,

United said in a statement.

“We’ll continue to take extraor-
dinary steps to protect our cus-
tomers’ travel plans,” United said.

United said it expects to cancel
about 130 flights in April because
of the 737 Max grounding.

American, which uses more 737
Max jets than United, said it
would cancel about 115 flights per
day through Aug. 19, or about 1.5
percent of its flights.

Canceling flights lets the airline
“plan more reliably for the peak
travel season,” airline executives
said in a letter to employees
Sunday.

The number of flights canceled
at O’Hare International Airport
could change day-to-day because

the airline makes adjustments to
try to affect the smallest number
of customers, said American
spokeswoman Leslie Scott. That
means the airline might operate a
flight scheduled to take place on a
737 Max by substituting another
aircraft, or cancel a flight not
scheduled to use that aircraft.

American has begun notifying
passengers whose flights have
been rebooked, Scott said. Cus-
tomers who choose not to fly on a
new itinerary can receive arefund.

United and Southwest also said
they are reaching out to customers
rebooked because of 737 Max-
related cancellations.

After initial disruption when
the 737 Max was pulled from

operation last month, Lynn Far-
rell, president of Windy City
Travel, said the aircraft’s extended
grounding wasn’t as problematic
as travelers might assume.

The 737 Max cancellations still
account for a tiny fraction of all
flights, said Scott Mayerowitz,
executive editorial director of
frequent flyer website The Points
Guy. But travelers could start to
feel more of an impact as flights
grow fuller during the busy sum-
mer travel season.

“Planes are packed solid and it’s
not like airlines have a lot of jets
just sitting around to throw on
different routes” Mayerowitz

Turn to 737, Page 2

Over three years, U.S. houseplant sales rose some 50 percent to $1.7 billion, the National Gardening Association says.

Giving plants a home

Online retailers key to
cultivating new green
thumbs in millennials

BY MATTHEW BOYLE
Bloomberg News

Aisha Richardson, a 34-year-
old designer living in Brooklyn,
started buying plants a few

surged almost 50 percent to $1.7
billion, according to the Na-
tional Gardening Association.
With many millennials de-
laying parenthood, plants have
become the new pets, fulfilling
a desire to connect to nature
and the blossoming “wellness”
movement. For a group that
embraces experiences and trav-
el, moreover, plants give Gen

“We are talking about an antiquated in-
dustry that hasn’t changed and a con-
sumer that has. Millennials don’t want
to go to Walmart to buy their plants.”

— Eliza Blank, The Sill’s founder

EMILY ROSENBAUM/TNS
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Penny
Pritzker’s
foundation
offers grant

$10M prize hoping to
boost development on
South, West side

A foundation of billionaire
Penny Pritzker is offering a $10
million grant to jump-start econ-
omic development on Chicago’s
South or West side.

The Chicago Prize, as it’s being
called, will be awarded to a single
real estate project or other com-
munity investment in 2020, fol-
lowing a presentation by four
finalists at an event next spring,
the Pritzker Traubert Foundation
announced Tuesday.

It is a first-time contest for the
foundation, which was created in
2000 by Pritzker, the former U.S.
commerce secretary who is an
heir to the Hyatt Hotels fortune,
and her husband, Bryan Traubert.
The ophthalmologist is a former
president of the Chicago Park
District Board of Commissioners.
Pritzker is the sister of Gov. J.B.
Pritzker.

“We believe good ideas need
patient capital in order to be
successful,” Pritzker said in a
news release. “Yet often, the fund-

ing that comes from the public
and nonprofit sectors is not
enough to fuel the innovative,
bold ideas that we know are out
there. The mission of the Chicago
Prize is to deliver the flexible
private capital needed to achieve
the vision these communities
have for themselves so they can
help more families thrive”

Plans for the Chicago Prize are
being introduced as mayor-elect
Lori Lightfoot, who promised on
the campaign trail to help spread
wealth to downtrodden neighbor-
hoods, prepares to be sworn in

Yers something to care for that
won’t die — or soil the rug —
when they’re not around.

Most plants are still pur-
chased at garden centers or
retailers like Home Depot and
Walmart, which mainly carry
inexpensive, hardy varieties tai-
lored to novice buyers. But
some upstarts are targeting
millennials with strategies
straight from the playbooks of
Warby Parker and Glossier. The
Sill, for example, sells most of
its plants online and offers care
advice, free returns and the

newbie-friendly slogan: “Can’t
Kill It. Just Try” Small brick-
and-mortar plant shops with
names like Tend, Tula and Soft
Opening are also proliferating
in Brooklyn and other hip areas.

“We are talking about an
antiquated industry that hasn’t
changed and a consumer that
has,” says Eliza Blank, The Sill’s
33-year-old founder. “Millenni-
als don’t want to go to Walmart
to buy their plants”

The houseplant business
boomed in the 1970s, when
hippies snapped up spider

plants and crafted macrame
hangers for them. Then sales
wilted as a minimalist, IKEA-
inspired ethos took hold. Today,
in the Age of Instagram, the
Swiss-cheese-leafed Monstera
deliciosa and trendy fiddle-leaf
fig have become such objects of
affection among millennials,
they’re half-jokingly consid-
ered children and given names.

“I know what people who
buy plants feel like,” says Darryl
Cheng, whose House Plant

years ago to relieve job stress.
Before she knew it, Richardson
was hooked. She now has about
30 plants — minus one her cat
ate — and follows dozens of
plant-focused Instagram feeds.

How much does she spend?

“I don’t want to think about
it” she says.

American millennials have
been accused of dooming
things like beer, golf and cereal.
But the cohort is credited with
reviving the once-moribund
market for houseplants. In the

past three years, U.S. sales have Turn to Plants, Page 3
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YouTube’s flub shows Al
blind spots, need for people

Automated system
attached 9/11 info to
livestream of Notre
Dame Cathedral fire

By BARBARA ORTUTAY
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — YouTube
might need a few more humans.
The machines whose job is to
tamp down conspiracy theories
are not cutting it just yet.

As people around the world
Monday turned to YouTube to
watch Notre Dame Cathedral
burn in Paris, an automated sys-
tem attached background infor-
mation about the 9/11 terror
attacks in New York to livestream
videos of the fire.

The cause of the blaze has not
been determined, but authorities
said it appeared to be accidental,

not arson or terrorism.

The background note was
posted by a system YouTube
recently put in place to combat
well-known conspiracies about
such events as the moon landing
or 9/11. In this case, the algorithm
might have had the opposite
effect, fueling speculation about
the cause of the fire and who
might be behind it.

It’s the latest example of artifi-
cial intelligence misfiring — and a
sign that we have a long way to go
before AT becomes smart enough
to understand nuance and con-
text.

In a statement, YouTube ex-
plained that the background infor-
mation — an entry from the
Encyclopedia Britannica — was
mistakenly placed there by algo-
rithms intended to protect users
from fake material that spreads in

Turn to YouTube, Page 2

Deerfield store will
serve as prototype

BY STEVE SADIN
Pioneer Press

The downtown Deerfield Wal-
greens is unlike any of the
company’s more than 9,000
other stores.

Located less than two miles
from the corporate headquarters
on Wilmot Road, the store was
renovated last summer into a
pilot concept of the future focus-
ing on health-related services
and products.

The pharmacy has five win-
dows — separated by privacy
barriers — for people to pick up
their prescription medi-
cinesThere is an express line.
Before arriving at the pharmacy,
customers pass a complete op-
tometrist shop, a full-service
medical lab and an audiologist.

“We want to be known for
health and wellness,” said Jason
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A Walgreens store in downtown Deerfield includes an enhanced

beauty section.

Donica, regional vice president
for the Chicago area’s pharmacy
and retail operations. The con-
cept is still in the pilot stage and
he said there’s no set timetable
for a national roll- out.

The express line at the phar-
macy caught the attention of

Carla Visoky of Deerfield.

“They have more people help-
ing you there;” Visoky said. “The
express line is really helpful”

Brad Weiss, store manager,
said the added windows and

Turn to Services, Page 2
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FDA orders pelvic mesh removed from market

BY LAURIE MCGINLEY
The Washington Post

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration on Tuesday or-
dered manufacturers of sur-
gical mesh used for certain
pelvic procedures to im-
mediately halt sales of the
products.

The agency said the com-
panies, Boston Scientific
and Coloplast, had not dem-
onstrated “a reasonable as-
surance” of safety and effec-
tiveness for the devices. The
companies will have 10 days

to submit their plans to the
FDA for withdrawing the
items from the market.

The mesh is used for the
transvaginal repair of a con-
dition called pelvic organ
prolapse, which occurs
when the muscles and tis-
sues supporting the uterus,
bladder or rectum become
weak or loose. That can
allow the organs to drop or
press into the vagina.

The FDA move is the
latest in steps the agency
has taken in recent years as
rising safety concerns —

and reports of adverse
events — have emerged in-
volving the devices.

In 2016, the FDA reclassi-
fied the products as high-
risk devices and required
manufacturers to obtain ap-
proval to continue to mar-
ket them.

“In order for these mesh
devices to stay on the mar-
ket, we determined that we
needed evidence that they
worked better than surgery
without the use of mesh to
repair pelvic organ pro-
lapse,” said Jeffrey Shuren,

director of the agency’s
Center for Devices and Ra-
diological Health. “That ev-
idence was lacking in these
premarket applications, and
we couldn’t assure women
that these devices were safe
and effective long-term.”

Thousands of women
have sued manufacturers of
the mesh, saying they have
been injured by the prod-
ucts.

Boston Scientific said it
was “deeply disappointed”
by the agency’s decision,
adding that “patient safety

is always our highest pri-
ority” The company said
the FDA action will “se-
verely limit” options for
women seeking treatment
for pelvic organ prolapse.
The FDA said surgeons
began using surgical mesh
to repair abdominal hernias
beginning in the 1950s. In
2002, the first mesh device
for transvaginal repair of
pelvic organ prolapse was
cleared by the agency.
About 1in 8 women have
surgery to repair the condi-
tion, the agency said, and a

subset of the procedures
use the mesh. The FDA
added that the proportion
of women undergoing the
mesh procedures decreased
after the agency began issu-
ing warnings.

The FDA said the women
who have had transvaginal
mesh used for their condi-
tion don’t need to take any
action if they are satisfied
with their surgeries and
don’t have any symptoms.
But they should notify their
physicians if they have any
issues, the agency said.

YouTube

Continued from Page 1

the wake of some news
events.

YouTube’s algorithms
have a history of misfiring
and labeling videos inap-
propriately. Joshua Benton,
director of the Nieman
Journalism Lab at Harvard
University, noted several in
ablog post Monday.

Last fall, for instance,
YouTube labeled a video of
a professor’s retirement
from Michigan State Uni-
versity with the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica entry for
“Jew;” along with a Star of
David placed under the
image. The professor, Ken
Waltzer, had been head of
the university’s Jewish
studies program, but Ben-
ton noted that nothing in
the video’s title or descrip-
tion mentioned anything
Jewish.

YouTube’s algorithm,
which is presumably
primed to bat down anti-
Semitic conspiracies, some-
how did that on its own.

When YouTube an-
nounced its anti-conspira-
cy efforts last summer, it
said it would counter bogus
information with sources
people generally trusted,
such as Wikipedia and En-
cyclopedia Britannica. It
said it would add back-
ground from these sources
to videos that feature com-
mon conspiracy subjects
(for example, vaccinations,
school shootings or the
1995 Oklahoma City bomb-
ing), regardless of whether
the videos supported a con-
spiracy theory.

Videos of the Notre
Dame fire were shown by

ERIC FEFERBERG/GETTY-AFP

Bystanders look on as fire
is seen billowing from the
roof at Notre Dame Ca-
thedral in Paris.

large, trusted news organi-
zations. YouTube’s artificial
intelligence, however,
made no exceptions.

On Monday, the com-
pany quickly fixed the No-
tre Dame error and said its
systems “sometimes make
the wrong call” Tt turned
off the information panels
for the videos of the fire but
did not say whether it was
looking at the practice
more broadly.

“I think they are sort of
back and forth about how
much good this is doing”
Benton said. “It does get at
the core question that we
see with Facebook and
YouTube and any other
tech platform that aspires
to global scale. There is just
too much content to moni-
tor and you can’t have
human beings monitor ev-
ery video”

Instead, we have mach-
ines that are clearly still
learning on the job.

“It’s one thing to get
something wrong when the
stakes are low;” Benton said.
“When it’s the biggest news
story of the world, it seems
like they could have more
people looking at it

737

Continued from Page 1

said.

Even when an airline
can avoid canceling a flight
by swapping in a different
aircraft, it won’t necessari-
ly have the same layout.
That means the airline
might shift passengers’
seat assignments, a prob-
lem for families trying to sit
together or passengers
who chose a seat with
more legroom, May-
erowitz said.

Travelers concerned
about keeping a chosen
seat can check their reser-
vations before arriving at
the airport. While there
are no guarantees an air-
line will accommodate a
request to change seats, it’s
worth asking, he said.

Airlines are having to

extend contingency plans
for the 737 Max’s ground-
ing as Boeing continues to
work on software that will
make changes to a flight-
control system that was
erroneously activated in
both crashes, along with
additional training for pi-
lots.

American said it’s confi-
dent the software updates
and new training will allow
regulators to re-certify the
jet before mid-August.

Once it is deemed safe
and ready for takeoff, Far-
rell said she would have no
qualms about booking cli-
ents on it, or flying on it
herself.

“Once it gets back up
there, it will probably be
the most scrutinized air-
plane ever flown in the
skies,” she said.

lzumbach@chicagotribune.com

Twitter @laurenzumbach
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Folding screen may be useful,
but $1,980 for a smartphone?

By KELVIN CHAN
Associated Press

LONDON — When Sam-
sung said this year it would
launch a smartphone with a
folding screen, the big ques-
tion was whether the inno-
vation was something peo-
ple actually wanted or
needed.

Is the Galaxy Fold a gim-
mick to help sell more smart-
phones in a slowing market
or a breakthrough that will
change how we use our
devices?

Major manufacturers
have in recent years been
largely updating smart-
phones with marginal im-
provements like better cam-
eras and face scanning tech-
nology, so skepticism has
been high.

The South Korean elec-
tronics company this week
offered the media a hands-
on preview ahead of the
release in the US. this
month, and the first impres-
sionis that a folding screen in
some circumstances might
be a useful innovation — but
at a cost of almost $2,000 it
won’t be a mass market
product anytime soon.

But as people increasingly
use their phones to do data-
hungry tasks like view pho-
tos on Instagram and watch
movies or TV shows on
YouTube or Netflix, Sam-
sung says the case for a

folding phone has become
clear: People want bigger
screens but they also want a
phone they can carry around
in their pocket.

When closed, the Galaxy
Fold is about 2.5 by 6.3
inches. It felt like holding a
TV remote control, but heav-
ier. The phone’s two panels
are held shut by magnets, so
a bit of force is needed to get
it open. With a little practice
I was able to do it one-
handed by jamming my
thumb between the two sec-
tions to pop them apart.

Samsung spent nearly five
years working on the hinge,
which went through more
than 1,000 prototypes. It uses
cogs and gears to give it a
smooth feel and has two
open positions. First, it un-
folds to 140 degrees — handy
if you want to put it down on
your desk but still need to
angle part of the screen for a
video call, for example. Bend
it further and the screen
silently and solidly opens to a
flat position. To close the
phone, you click it out of the
open position and snap the
sides shut.

When fully open, there’s
plenty of real estate on the
Galaxy Fold’s main screen,
which measures 73 inches
diagonally. It’s great if you
want to take and review
photos, watch videos or read
e-books without squinting.
Multi-tasking is also possible
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Samsung spent nearly five years working on the hinge of
the Galaxy Fold, which will be available April 26 in the U.S.

with up to three apps open at
the same time..

As with anything that
folds, there’s a crease. It runs
down the center of the
screen and is visible at cer-
tain angles, though I didn’t
really notice it when using
the apps. Samsung devel-
oped a new adhesive to glue
the composite polymer
screen together, and promis-
es it can withstand being
opened and closed 200,000
times, or 100 times a day for
five years.

The Fold has a second
screen, a long, narrow dis-
play, on one of its outer
panels, so you can continue
using apps while it’s closed. I
tried out a few that transi-
tioned seamlessly between
both screens. It could, for
example, be useful to consult

Google Maps in detail on the
big screen before setting off,
then put it in your pocket
and quickly check the direc-
tions en route.

The Galaxy Fold has no
less than six cameras. Three
lenses on the rear, another on
the cover next to the second
screen, and two more inside,
including a selfie camera.
Inside, the battery is split in
two, one in each panel, and it
has enough juice to wire-
lessly charge another device,
such as the wireless ear-
phones included. It’s not
clear if the bigger screen
needs more power — Sam-
sung hasn’t given any battery
life estimates, saying only
that it may vary.

The Galaxy Fold is set for
release in the U.S. on April
26, priced at $1,980.
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barriers are designed to give
as much customer confiden-
tiality as possible.

“We want to make it
comfortable for people who
need more sensitivity,”
Weiss said. “We don’t want
them to be overwhelmed”

After ordering a prescrip-
tion, Donica said a customer
can pay online, geta QR code
on a phone, go to the express
line and get the medicine
quickly after scanning the
QR code.

Onrie Kompan of North-
brook made his first visit to
the store March 12 and he
found it decidedly different.
The journey started on the
phone. He was looking for
Miracle Socks.

“I was calling all over and
no one could help me”
Kompan said. “When I
called here, a very nice lady
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Jess Nayvelt (right), a health greeter, assists a customer at
a Walgreens store in downtown Deerfield.

found the socks and had
them waitingin abagwhen I
arrived. She really went out
of her way to help me out”

Such service is part of a
push, said Donica, to greet
everyone upon entering and
to accompany them to the
area in the store which has
what they need.

“We want our employees
focusing on the customer,
not the product,” he said.

Several local residents, in-
cluding Gena Andreasen of
Deerfield, who described
themselves as frequent
shoppers, said they’ve no-
ticed a change in customer
service.

“Youre greeted at the
door, they ask you what you

want and take you where it
is,” Andreasen said.

Cathy Joseph of North-
brook, who visited March 12,
said, “There are more people
to help you”

Some of the new features,
such as the optometry shop,
are operated by Walgreens
directly. Others, like the
medical laboratory, are part-
nerships. It is operated by
LabCorp.

“They can do any kind of
blood draw a doctor orders
or a blood screening for
employment;” Donica said.
“It’s a lot more convenient
here than a lot of (lab)
locations?”

Near the front of the store
is an expanded beauty sec-

tion with what Donica de-
scribes as high-end cosmet-
ics and beauty aids. There is
also a consultant to help
customers find the right
item. Working with the
company’s health care staff,
the beauty personnel can do
more.

“We can offer advice to
cancer patients going
through hair loss,” Donica
said. “We can suggest things
which will help an eyebrow
(hair loss) or restore skin
color. It’s something we can
do to help someone going
through cancer. We want to
help them feel better.”

In most Walgreens stores,
the beauty section runs the
length of a wall from the
front to back of the building.
In Deerfield, it is centralized
in the front. Donica said the
food and beverage items are
located toward the back.
Pain relief medicine is near
the front.

Another partnership vis-
ible to customers is with
FedEx, allowing customers
to leave or retrieve packages
during the 24 hours a day
the store is open, Donica
said it facilitates next-day
delivery of legally-eligible
prescriptions.

Steve Sadin is a freelance
reporter for Pioneer Press.
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next month.

The contest is the latest
effort from the public and
private sectors to lift up
areas of Chicago that for
years have been racially and
economically segregated.

Other programs aiming
to spur economic activity in
poorer areas include the
federal government’s roll-
out of “opportunity zones,”
including 135 in Chicago,
which offer tax advantages
in exchange for profits
reinvested in lower-income
areas.

Pritzker’s foundation
seeks applications from
developers whose projects

have the potential to create
economic development,
strengthen “civic infra-
structure,” and improve the
safety and economic mobil-
ity of residents, it said in a
news release.

Affordable housing,
community centers, mixed-
use developments and
other “community-led,
investment-ready” initia-
tives will be considered.

“We are seeking commu-
nity plans that feature bold
ideas about how changing a
place can change residents’
lives,” the foundation’s
president, Cindy Moelis,
said in the release.

Interested groups must
register at chicagoprize.org
by July 16, and full propos-
als are due Aug. 13.

Four finalists, chosen by

late October, will receive
$100,000 planning grants
to fine-tune their plans and
will make presentations at a
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