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1994 SHOOTINGS
STILL HAUNT

f

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT

11-year-old “‘Yummy’ Sandifer was on the run for killing
a teenage girl. Then he was killed by his own gang
in a Chicago story that shocked the nation 25 years ago.

BY WILLIAM LEE AND MADELINE BUCKLEY

here was a moment when it appeared
1l-year-old Robert “Yummy” Sandifer
might escape with his life.

Standing just 4-foot-6 and weighing only 68
pounds, he was an unlikely triggerman for the
Black Disciples street gang and was on the run
after killing his 14-year-old neighbor Shavon
Dean days earlier. On this hot last night of August
in 1994, Yummy spotted a police car rolling
through his Roseland neighborhood and ducked
out of sight.

He finally ended up at the home of a neighbor
and said he wanted to reach his grandmother, one
of the few people he trusted to be with him when
he surrendered to police — a troubling prospect
for the leaders of his Black Disciples gang, police
theorized.

The neighbor left Yummy on her porch for just

a moment when a fellow gang member, 14-year-
old Derrick Hardaway, suddenly appeared in a
gangway. In an instant, the two boys were gone.
Less than an hour later, Yummy’s lifeless body
was found in a viaduct several blocks away.

Yummy, a nickname he got for his love of
sweets, had been shot twice in the back of the
head.

“I completely lost it,” the neighbor later said.
“All T could think of was I almost saved this kid’s
life”

Yummy Sandifer’s story still resonates in
Chicago 25 years after his disturbing journey
from executioner to executed was splashed on
television sets and magazine covers across the
country as the latest example of the city’s savage

Turn to Yummy, Page 10
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$838M budget
hole identified,

but now what?

Mayor must try
to get Downstate
legislators to help

BY JOHN BYRNE,
DAN PETRELLA
AND GREGORY PRATT

Even before Mayor Lori
Lightfoot arrived at the
Harold Washington Library
Center for what she billed
as a major speech on the
city’s grim finances, pro-
testers were crowding the
sidewalk outside complain-
ing she’s let them down just
a hundred days into her
term.

Carrying signs reading
“Lori Lightfoot’s Broken
Promise” in the style of her
“Bring in the Light” may-
oral campaign logo, home-
less advocates criticized her
for not living up to a pledge
to fund affordable housing.
Others urged her to cut off
funding for the controver-

sial taxpayer subsidy for the
proposed Lincoln Yards de-
velopment.

Lightfoot then took the
stage in the library in front
of hundreds of invited
guests and said the key to
digging out of an $838
million 2020 city budget
hole lies largely in getting
help from Springfield this
fall. Lightfoot was unable to
extract much help from the
same legislature during its
spring session that loosened
the revenue purse strings
for a variety of other big-
ticket programs. And, since
her Thursday night speech,
some legislators have re-
acted with skepticism to her
call for statewide co-
operation.

The new mayor now
faces the unenviable task of
trying to persuade Down-
state legislators to join
forces with Chicago to

Turn to Budget, Page 13

Fishing for meteorite
2 years after sighting

Marine biologist
devises ‘sled’ to
trawl lake bottom

BY CHRISTOPHER
BORRELLI

Say you were planning to
find a meteorite at the bot-
tom of Lake Michigan.

Not at its deepest point,
where the lake plunges
about 900 feet to the bot-
tom, but at a relatively sane,
albeit difficult, 200 feet. You
could do worse than what
Phil Willink came up with.
You could do worse than the
avant garde lawnmower-
like, robot-looking contrap-
tion that he’s been depos-
iting in the lake for the past
couple of summers. You
could do worse than Starfall.

Beneath a cloudless blue
sky, about 10 miles off the
coast of Manitowoc, Wis-
consin, Starfall, his impro-
vised solution, designed to

)
>

Marine biologist Phil Willink
inspects a possible meteor-
ite rock retrieved from the
bottom of Lake Michigan.

trawl the lake bottom and
attract iron-rich space
rocks, sat at the stern of a
research boat, getting
prepped for another drop,
its last of the year.

It looked cobbled to-
gether, rickety. It’s an image
of important science done
on the cheap.

“You feeling confident to-
day about this Mad Max

Turn to Meteor, Page 12
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In her meeting with the Tribune
Editorial Board about that $838 mil-
lion hole in her 2020 budget, with bad
news all around her and cold shoul-

’ ders shrugging at her from Spring-
field, Mayor Lori Lightfoot took a
breath.

She smirked a bit, then noted that
Chicagoans are cynical by nature and
with good reason.

And reporters — no matter how
much we love rainbows and unicorns
and puppies — just can’t help it when
that Chicago cynicism rubs off on us
too.

In the next few weeks she’ll be
meeting people in the neighborhoods
to talk about the “State of the City”
address and the budget problems
Chicago faces.

And later, speaking with a wise
man of politics, I said her tour
wouldn’t be about listening, but most
likely a show to push her political
agenda, with the neighborhood peo-
ple as TV props.

Ididn’t figure she’d listen. We’ve
seen such stuff before from other
mayors.

“Let me tell you what she did the
other night after her ‘State of the City’
speech,” said the man. He’s been at
the top echelons of Chicago politics
and government for some 50 years
and doesn’t agree with everything she
says. “There was a reception, where
all the people could meet her. And she
listened to each one.

“She stayed and talked to anyone
who wanted to talk to her. She stayed
until it was only Lori and the cleaning
staff. I watched. She stayed and lis-
tened and talked to them all. It was
astounding,” said the man who is
astounded by nothing in the political
world.

“You know what she was?” he
asked. “She was patient.”

A patient mayor? Ye, gods!

T've been to receptions with other
mayors, and most of them couldn’t be
bothered. Rich Daley might show and
bark out a few words, give a few big

shots that weakfish handshake of his

MONICA RICH KOSANN
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JOHN KASS
Lightfoot has patience, but
soon she’ll have to be bold

that he’d use to terrify them and then
he’d rush off.

Daley didn’t much care. He wasn’t
his father. He couldn’t relate to the
people of the neighborhoods, even his
own. He was born prince of the city
and had most of Chicago kissing his
behind his entire life.

It was that attitude that led him to
bury Chicago in his 20-year reign,
bury it financially, completely, and it’s
now all on Lightfoot’s plate.

Those few who dared call him out
on the spending and the corruption
and the deals were dismissed as self-
promoters, or treated as heretics, as if
Chicago were Salem in the late winter
0f 1693, and naysayers had denied the
existence of witches.

Those who properly feared witches
and worshipped Daley’s wisdom in all
things fiscal are probably in a vacation
paradise now, enjoying a boat ride in
the sun, and squeezing the fruits of
their clout with him and loving it.

Rahm Emanuel followed and
thought he could dig the city out of
the hole Daley had left. But he
couldn’t.

In dealing with the public, Rahm
had a terrible habit: He was always
looking over your shoulder to see if
someone more important was around.

He sucked up to a few broadcast-
ers, and to listen to them pet each
other was a sound that curdled the
mind. But for all that, Rahm had a
likability deficit from day one. And he
made it worse because the only song
he loved was his own.

It was just one of the reasons why
he could never connect, and why few
people, if any, trusted him.

I’ve got a feeling Lightfoot is differ-
ent. At least I hope so. She won elec-
tion with an overwhelming majority.

And T have no reason to doubt the
story told to me about how she lis-
tened patiently to all those peti-
tioners. No, I didn’t triple-check it,
but the man who told me doesn’t lie.
It’s what he saw. It’s how he perceived
her to be. And perception is politics.

He doesn’t agree with her on all her

policies and neither do I, but he re-
spects that in her, and so do I.

It’s strange, respecting a mayor, but
that’s where we are.

My conservative friends think 'm
too easy on her, saying I “bend over
backward” to give her a break. Why
not? She deserves one. She’s learning.

She answers questions, she doesn’t
babble and doesn’t spin, at least not in
that obvious Rahm/Daley way.

Lightfoot’s spin isn’t overt. Her
spin lives in the negative space. You
must listen to what she doesn’t say.
And what she doesn’t say is critical.
But then again, she’s a trained lawyer.

She’ll need that patience. But she’ll
need to be bold.

She’s only been in the job about 100
days, and her staff is earnest but inex-
perienced. I wonder if she has people
who can tell her “No.”

Daley had such people and pros-
pered. No one could tell Rahm any-
thing.

And given Lightfoot is an outsider,
a former fed in a corrupt town, there
may be a natural tendency among her
staffers to shield her. She’s got to
guard against that.

But that puts them down in the
foxhole with her. And a few of her
generals must get out of the foxhole to
see the entire battlefield lest she lose
the war.

Lightfoot is trying to build consen-
sus to deal with the state’s and city’s
massive public worker union debt
that is strangling taxpayers and driv-
ing them out.

But she’s a Democrat, and the gov-
ernment unions leverage the Demo-
cratic Party.

So, she’s got to be patient. Eventu-
ally, she must be bold. Just give her
time.

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin — at

www.wgnradio.comy/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

Jjskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass
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What’s a hard thing about your
job that no one understands?

MARY SCHMICH

What'’s a hard thing about your job
that you suspect almost no one under-
stands?

T've been asking people this ques-
tion lately, prompted by the annual
return of Labor Day, a time when
we’re supposed to think about work
and the workers who hold the world
together.

“That’s a good question,” said Key,
a Peet’s Coffee barista to whom I put
the question the other day. She was
standing behind the espresso mach-
ine, having executed yet one more
picturesque foam fleurette on a cap-
puccino. She mused for a moment,
then nodded.

“The patience that it takes to work
in a coffeehouse,” she said.

It’s not a shocking answer, but it’s
illuminating. Until she said it T hadn’t
thought as clearly about the patience
required to deal with the relentless
flow of customers, each with a differ-
ent set of needs, everyone in a hurry,
everyone caught up in their own
pressing problems and almost none
paying any mind to whatever private
problems the baristas might be jug-
gling while making that tall, half-caf,
no-foam cappuccino with almond
milk. Thinking about the patience
required of the workers, I was re-
minded to be a more patient cus-
tomer.

So what’s a hard thing about your
job that no one understands?

“Oh, boy, I could say a lot,” said a
Tribune colleague to whom I men-
tioned my plan to write about this.

Of course she could. We all could.
Even people who work in the same

office are unlikely to understand each
other’s job challenges.

I ran my question past an old friend
who’s a lawyer, a job I'll admit mysti-
fies me.

“It’s the clients who don’t under-
stand that an attorney can’t just wave
amagic wand and get them what they
want,” she said. “Most attorneys never
have a day that would be recognizable
from a TV show.”

I put the question to a woman who
works at a rental car counter.

“Customers get really mad when
their car isn’t ready right away;” she
said. She went on to explain that
customers sometimes have to wait
while their car is being washed, a
delay that’s usually the result of other
customers returning late.

“It’s a whole ordeal to try to explain
that it’s not something I can control,”
she said.

In her case, and many others, work-
ers take the heat for a poorly managed
system. Customers don’t pause to
make the distinction.

Alot of answers I received to my
question involved the general public
— impatient customers, demanding
clients — and some involved clueless
bosses. Anthony and D, security
guards who patrol a North Side strip
mall, named a different difficulty.

“The downside of this job,” said
Anthony, “is 'm changing colors out
here”

He pulled up a shirt sleeve.

“I was a nice caramel. Now I'm just
black as tar. Some of my relatives say,
‘What’s wrong with your arm? Can
you see it?”

The skin of his upper arm was pale
brown, a contrast to the far darker
skin of his hand and lower arm. He
said he has also had to deal with heat
rash from the wearing the guard’s
uniform in hot weather.

D nodded.

“The hard part’s being out in the
weather;” he said. “Not just the sun.

In many cases,
workers take the heat

for a poorly managed

system. Customers
don’t pause to make the
distinction.

Winter, too. Frostbite.”

When I think about my own job,
several answers pop to mind. They
involve the psychological pressure of
living in the relentless news cycle and
in the public eye. But for the purposes
of this column, the one I’ll elaborate
on is errors.

I don’t think most non-journalists
understand how deeply journalists
live in terror of error. Every journalist
I know well has stories of waking up
in the middle of the night in a panic:
Did I spell that name right? Get that
number wrong? Should I have writ-
ten “street” instead of “avenue”? To
those questions are added the bigger
fear of making even more consequen-
tial mistakes of fact and interpreta-
tion.

Terror of error is an appropriate
response to the responsibility of get-
ting the story right. But getting things
right — working hard to get them
right — is a harder part of the job than
most people seem to recognize.

Most of us take the work of others
for granted as surely as we depend on
it. So if you’re looking for some rele-
vant fun this Labor Day weekend,
take a moment and ask a few people:

What’s a hard thing about your job
that you suspect almost no one under-
stands?

You’'ll learn something. And maybe
they’ll let you vent too.

Forll o

I ’,}LII wed '|. T'H,J rIIILl |-'|c:-r
fracaed truclos,

o iTunes,

Ehicago Tribune

[ ]
Qﬂ'

Listen now to r:'hr-wmf;. the podcast wherea

Ca Foog dian an inen Tavorices

relebrity chefz and heczt hites,

Soundeloud and Stitcher, or at
ChicagoTribune.com/ChewinaPodcast

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
LA. i
Y

N
5 .&?@J
\ -

| g

L

<Ay

= ]
Lp

lu..

Get the most out of your
newspaper subscription

Already getting the Tribune in print? Your subscription
comes with Unlimited Digital Access. Read new
stories throughout the day on chicagotribune.com
and page through the eNewspaper, a digital replica

of the Tribune emalled to you dally. Here are two easy
ways to activate your account!

4 Call 312-442-0013

We'll quickly set up your Unlimited Digital Access.

& chicagotribune.com/activate

Actvate (Dgial acvass

Find Your Home

Delivery Subscription

As a valued Chicago Tribune
subscriber, you can activate
your Unlimited Digital Access
to Chicago Tribune by simply
identifylng your subscription.

e Ona o ol
eREY v M .

. - Look up your newspaper

BrGats / account using your ZIP codea and
house number, Then enter your

s Nl email address and create a

password for your digital access.

UPCOMING CHICAGO TRIBUNE
‘UNSCRIPTED’ EVENT

An Intimate Conversation with Bassey lkpi
Bestselling author Bassey Ikpi will discuss her newest book,
“I'm Telling the Truth, But I'm Lying”” Ikpi is a Nigerian-born
American spoken-word poet, writer,and mental health
advocate. She has appeared on HBO’s Russell Simmons
Def Poetry Jam five times and her poetry has opened
shows for Grammy Award-winning artists. Following the
conversation, Bassey will stay to sign copies of her book.
When: Tuesday, Sept.10 from 7 p.m.-9 p.m. (Doors open at
6 p.m.), at Convene, 16 W. Adams St.

Tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/chicago-
tribunes-unscripted-presents-bassey-ikpi-tickets-
69489989429

‘The Chicago Tribune Book of the Chicago White
Sox: A Decade-by-Decade History’ To be a White Sox
fanis to know the highest of highs, the lowest of lows and
all points in between. “The Chicago Tribune Book of the
Chicago White Sox: A Decade-by-Decade History” covers
more than a century of baseball.

“The Chicago Bears: A Decade-By-Decade History
by the Chicago Tribune.” The Tribune has complied a
decade-by-decade portrait of the Bears . Available at
chicagotribune.com/bears100book.

“Good Eating’s Seasonal Salads.” A collection of 90
Tribune recipes for side dishes or full, healthy meals. The
recipes make use of fresh in-season ingredients and in-
clude options for every month of the year.

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at
chicagotribune.com/printbooks

ACCURACY AND ETHICS

MARGARET HOLT, standards editor

The Tribune’s editorial code of principles governs
professional behavior and journalism standards. Every-
one in our newsroom must agree to live up to this code of
conduct. Read it at chicagotribune.com/accuracy.

Corrections and clarifications: Publishing information
quickly and accurately is a central part of the Chicago
Tribune’s news responsibility.

B To our subscribers of the home delivery edition:

The NFL season preview section that is in today’s paper
went to press during the preseason and may not reflect the
latest developments throughout the league.

7 a.m.—5 p.m. Monday—Friday
7 a.m.—noon Saturday—Sunday
7 a.m.—11 a.m. holidays

HOW TO CONTACT US

Delivery problem? o b ,
r g0 to chicagotribune.com
Call 312-546-7900. customerservice

Subscribe online: chicagotribune.com/subscribe

To subscribe, manage your print or digital subscription,
or inquire about billing or vacation holds,

call 312-546-7900.

To report an error, email readerhelp@chicagotribune
.com, fill out a report at chicagotribune.com/corrections,
or call the Reader Help line at 312-222-3348.

Email consumerservices@chicagotribune.com
Main operator 312-222-3232
Hearing impaired number 312-222-1922 (TDD)
Classified advertising ......312-222-2222, classadinfo@chicagotribune.com
Preprint/display advertising .....312-222-4150, ctmg@chicagotribune.com
Display advertising self-service.................... placeanad.chicagotribune.com
Interactive advertising ..312-222-6173, mmclaughlin@chicagotribune.com
Mail 160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor, Chicago, IL 60601

HOME DELIVERY RATES (Weekly rates*)
MON-FRI SUNDAY 7 DAYS
$9.95 $2.99 $17.50
*Rates are for the 9-county area (Cook,
Lake, DuPage, Will, Kane, Kendall and
McHenry Counties in lllinois, Lake and
Porter Counties in Indiana) and also are
available in communities served by
Chicago Tribune contractors.

Rates in other areas vary.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE DIGITAL EDITION

Areplica of the paper in PDF format is
online as part of Unlimited Digital Access
at membership.chicagotribune.com

WEEKLY
Unlimited Digital Access $3.99*

*7 days per week, billed every 4 weeks.

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

All advertising published in the Chicago
Tribune is subject to the applicable rate
card, copies of which are available from
the Advertising Department. The
Chicago Tribune reserves the right not to
accept an advertiser’s order. Only
publication of an advertisement shall
constitute final acceptance.

Chicago Tribune (USPS 104-000) is
published daily (7 days) at

160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor, Chicago,
1L 60601; Chicago Tribune Company, LLC,
Publisher; periodicals postage paid at
Chicago, IL, and additional mailing
offices.

Send changes to the
Chlcago Tribune, Mail Subscription
Division, 777 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL

DELIVERY BY MAIL (12 weeks) Unsolicited manuscripts, articles, letters
SUNDAY 7DAYS and pictures sent to the Chicago Tribune

5 state area” S117.65 are sent at the owner’s risk.

US.rate $63.05 $142.87 Copyright © 2019 Chicago Tribune

Company, LLC. All rights reserved as to

*Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, lowa the entire content.

All subscriptions may include up to 12 Premium Issues per year. For each Premium Issue, your
account balance can be charged up to an additional $4.99 in the billing period when the section
publishes. This will result in shortening the length of your billing period. Premium Issues
scheduled to date: Harvard Health (Jan. 20), The Envelope (Feb. 24), MLB Preview (March 24),
Puzzle Book (April 21), Backyard Cooking & Entertaining (May 19), Road Trip & Auto Guide (June
16), Puzzle Book (July 21), NFL Preview (Sept. 1), Fall TV Preview (Sept. 15), Puzzle Book (Oct. 20),
GifthGuide (Nov. 17), 2019 Year in Photos (Dec. 29). Dates and topics are subject to change
without notice.

INSIDE SUNDAY’S PAPER

Ask Amy.. .Life+Travel, 2 Lottery.. Nation & World, 27
Bridge............ ...Puzzle Island Markets

Chicago Flashback............... News, 17 Obituaries.

Comics Section 9 Perspective. ...

Crossword ..Puzzle Island Sudoku......
Editorials......cmnrinnieenenns News, 18 Television..

Horoscopes ...Puzzle Island Weather.... Nation & World, 33

Letters News, 19 Word game .......ccceeuueee Puzzle Island




4 Chicago Tribune | Sectionl | Sunday, September 1, 2019

CHICAGOLAND

Chicago Tribune

Activist:

A year later, fight
against ethylene oxide
persists in suburbs

By MICHAEL HAWTHORNE

Cited as a public health threat
for releasing cancer-causing ethyl-
ene oxide, Sterigenics remains
closed under state order in west
suburban Willowbrook. About 40
miles away, executives at Medline
Industries and Vantage Specialty
Chemicals are taking steps to
reduce their own emissions of the
poisonous gas in Waukegan and
Gurnee.

The legal and political crack-
down on all three companies
wouldn’t have happened without
intense pressure during the past
year from neighborhood organ-
izers and elected officials, who
demanded a forceful response to
the previously unknown hazards.

For many of the activists and
leaders, victories in recent months
haven’t tempered their anger and
frustration about toxic pollution
from the release of ethylene oxide
for decades.

“I’m used to seeing these move-
ments wilt after somebody prom-
ises new laws or regulations,”
Jennifer Walling, who grew up
near Sterigenics in Darien and
now leads the nonprofit Illinois
Environmental Council, said in an
interview last week. “Not this time.
These folks aren’t going away.”

Residents in DuPage and Lake
counties are urging lawmakers to
crack down harder on the compa-
nies. Some are turning to the
courts, filing dozens of lawsuits
claiming damages from ethylene
oxide exposure. And activists are
using other levers of government,
including zoning rules, seeking to
force Sterigenics, Medline and
Vantage to change their business
practices.

The clamor for action began
after an August 2018 report from
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency listed the Illinois commu-
nities among just a few dozen
nationwide facing cancer risks
from toxic air pollution that ex-
ceed the agency’s guidelines.

Nearly all of the risk is from
exposure to ethylene oxide, which
is used to sterilize medical equip-
ment and make other chemicals.
Two years before the EPA issued
its report, the agency concluded
that exposure to even small con-
centrations can cause breast can-
cer, leukemia and lymphomas.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker ordered state
regulators to shut down Ster-
igenics in February, and a new
state law imposes more stringent
regulations on Illinois companies
that emit ethylene oxide. Support-

The clamor for action began after an August
2018 report from the US. Environmental
Protection Agency listed Illinois communities
among those facing cancer risks from toxic air
pollution that exceed the agency’s guidelines.

ers hailed the legislation as the
toughest in the nation. But now a
handful of lawmakers are pushing
another measure that would pre-
vent the company from reopening
its facility.

“We will continue to do every-
thing in our power as a community
to keep this facility closed and
move them out of Willowbrook for
good,” said Rep. Jim Durkin, a
Western Springs Republican and
minority leader in the state House
of Representatives.

At public meetings, the mayors
of Burr Ridge, Darien, Hinsdale
and Willowbrook said they are so
concerned about the prospect of
Sterigenics resuming operations
they have floated the idea of
seizing the company’s sterilization
buildings with eminent domain
powers typically used to clear land
for roads or hospitals.

Willowbrook Mayor Frank
Trilla said his community doesn’t
trust the company, noting in a
statement that high levels of ethyl-

ene oxide were still detected in
residential areas after Sterigenics
upgraded its pollution-control
equipment last summer.

At the federal level, US. Sens.
Dick Durbin and Tammy Duck-
worth, and Reps. Brad Schneider
and Lauren Underwood, continue
to press federal regulators for
more rigorous testing of air quality
near Medline and Vantage. The
region’s federal lawmakers also
have introduced legislation to
crack down on ethylene oxide
nationwide.

Then there are the personal
injury lawsuits. At least three dozen
people, including local TV anchor-
man Rob Stafford, have filed com-
plaints demanding financial com-
pensation from Sterigenics, claim-
ing they developed cancer or other
diseases after breathing the compa-
ny’s pollution for years. Similar
lawsuits were filed last week
against Medline and Vantage.

The companies have vowed to
challenge the complaints.

“These folks aren’t going away’
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People protesting against Sterigenics and the lllinois Environmental Protection Agency applaud during a meeting in Willowbrook on Aug. 1.

“Sterigenics sympathizes with
anyone who is battling illness,” the
company said in a statement.
“Sterigenics also is confident that
its Willowbrook facility is not
responsible for causing illness.”

Activists aren’t just looking to
lawmakers and the courts for
relief. Community groups per-
suaded a zoning board this month
to block Medline from building a
taller smokestack at its Waukegan
assembly plant. Members of the
Stop EtO in Lake County group
contend the project, scheduled to
be considered Sept. 3 by the
Waukegan City Council, would
allow Medline to dilute its pollu-
tion rather than limit the toxic
emissions.

“We would like to see them
prosper. We'd like to see them
grow;” Michael Rodriguez, chair-
man of the city’s Planning and
Zoning Commission, said about
Medline. “But I am very con-
cerned about the well-being of our
community, our health, and I think
it’s something that has to override
the dollar and profit”

Executives at Medline and Ster-
igenics say they operate safely and
deny their companies threaten
public health.

The companies have also
pledged to install new pollution-
control equipment intended to
prevent nearly all of the ethylene
oxide they use from escaping into

surrounding neighborhoods; Van-
tage already has overhauled its
facility to reduce emissions.

Under a new state permit,
annual emissions from Medline
are limited to 150 pounds, down
from 3,058 pounds reported by the
company in 2014. Sterigenics,
which legally released 2,890
pounds of ethylene oxide in Wil-
lowbrook during 2017, is propos-
ing to limit its emissions to 85
pounds a year.

“We feel confident our emission
controls, with or without the stack
height increase, will significantly
reduce EO emissions,” said Blair
Klein, a Medline spokeswoman,
using one of the abbreviations for
the chemical.

State officials have said the
projects at Medline and Ster-
igenics would drive cancer risks
from ethylene oxide exposure to a
rate well below federal guidelines.

Neighbors remain uncon-
vinced. They want elected officials
to ban facilities from using the
toxic gas in densely populated
communities.

“Our community has been
through the ringer over the last
year;” the Stop Sterigenics commu-
nity group said in a recent Face-
book post. “Yet, we don’t stop, we
don’t slow down and we continue
to stand together and fight”

mhawthorne@chicagotribune.com

Apple and Samsung sued over
phones’ radiofrequency radiation

Suit cites Chicago
Tribune investigation
that tested devices

BY JOE MAHR

A group of lawyers has filed a
federal class-action lawsuit
against Apple and Samsung, citing
a Tribune investigation that tested
popular cellphones for radiofre-
quency radiation and found some
results over the federal exposure
limit.

The lawsuit — filed recently in
California, Illinois and Iowa —
alleges that the phone makers
“intentionally misrepresented”
the safety of their devices, assur-
ingusers that the phones had been
adequately tested and “were safe
to use on and in close proximity to
their bodies.”

The complaint, which alleges
“negligence, breach of warranty,
consumer fraud and unjust en-
richment,” seeks an unspecified
amount of money and medical
monitoring for anyone who
bought an iPhone 7, iPhone 8,
iPhone X, Galaxy S8, Galaxy S9 or
Galaxy J3.

The Tribune commissioned
tests of 11 models of cellphones
made by four companies, includ-
ing the six models mentioned in
the suit. The newspaper stated
that the intention was not to rank
phone models for safety and noted
it was not possible to say whether
any of the devices tested could
cause harm.

But the tests, conducted ac-
cording to federal guidelines at an
accredited lab, found that ra-
diofrequency radiation from some
models operating at full power
measured over the exposure limit

set by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. The FCC said
it would pursue its own testing
after the agency reviewed the
Tribune’s lab reports.

Before any phone model can be
brought to market, a sample must
be tested for compliance with the
exposure limit for radiofrequency
radiation. In one phase of Trib-
une’s testing, the phones were
positioned at the same distance
from a simulated human body as
the manufacturers chose for their
premarket tests — between 5 and
15 millimeters, depending on the
model.

In this phase, all three Samsung
phones tested measured under
the safety limit. Results varied for
Apple phones, but several iPhone
7s were tested and all results
exceeded the limit.

The Tribune also tested all the
phone models at a consistent and
closer distance of 2 millimeters, to
estimate the potential exposure
for an owner using the phone in a
pants or shirt pocket.

In that phase of testing, most of
the models tested yielded results
that were over the exposure limit,
sometimes far exceeding it. At 2
millimeters, the results from the
three Samsungs and several
iPhone models — again, operating
at full power — were higher than
the standard.

Two days after the Tribune
published its investigation, the
lawsuit was filed in U.S. district
court in San Jose, California,
alleging that Apple and Samsung
“market and sell some of the most
popular smartphones in the world
... as emitting less RF radiation”
than the legal limit.

The suit was filed by three firms
with lawyers experienced with

class-action lawsuits, including
Chicago law firm Fegan Scott. One
of its lawyers, Elizabeth Fegan,
represents alleged victims of dis-
graced Hollywood mogul Harvey
Weinstein and has worked on cases
alleging that the NCAA mishan-
dled student-athlete concussions
and that the city of Chicago’s work
on water pipes has increased the
risks of lead poisoning.

Representatives with Apple
and Samsung did not return
emails seeking comment.

Apple previously has disputed
the Tribune’s results, saying the
lab used by the newspaper did not
test the phones the same way it
does. Apple and Samsung both
have told the Tribune their
phones comply with federal
standards.

The lawsuit argues that recent
research has shown radiofre-
quency radiation exposure “af-
fects living organisms at levels
well below most international and
national guidelines”

“Thus” the suit claims, “de-
fendants’ design, manufacture,
and sale of smartphones that far
exceed federal guidelines exacer-
bates the health risks to Plaintiffs
and the Classes.”

High levels of radiofrequency
radiation can heat biological tis-
sue and cause harm. Less under-
stood is whether people, espe-
cially children, are at risk for
health effects from exposure to
low levels over many years of
cellphone use.

“Most studies of people pub-
lished so far have not found a link
between cellphone use and the
development of tumors. However,
these studies have had some
important limitations that make
them unlikely to end the contro-
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An Apple iPhone is tested for radiofrequency radiation last year at RF
Exposure Lab in San Marcos, California.

versy about whether cellphone
use affects cancer risk;” the
American Cancer Society says on
its website.

Authorities in the 1990s set the
federal exposure limit based solely
on the heating risks of cellphone
radiation, building in a 50-fold
safety factor. But some research-
ers — and lawyers — have ques-
tioned whether the limit is safe
enough.
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