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How an idea to reform
CPD failed on 2 fronts

Attempts to combat cronyism, increase diversity in department fell short

BY ANNIE SWEENEY
AND JEREMY GORNER

Days after taking over as
Chicago police interim superin-
tendent, Charlie Beck suspended
the department’s long-standing
“merit” promotion process, halt-
ing in one swift step perhaps the
single biggest irritant for many
cops.

The system was created two
decades ago for what seemed the
loftiest of reasons — to promote

officers not just based on who
scores the highest on exams but
reward those who might not test
well and have proved their lead-
ership skills to bosses from their
work over the years.

It was sold as a way to confront
the department’s racist and gen-
der-biased history and ensure
that people of color and women
advanced into the department’s
detective, sergeant and lieuten-
ant ranks — and beyond.

But as many had feared from

the start, it did little to combat
charges of cronyism in how the
department made promotions.

to political interference,” Chuck
Wexler, a national policing ex-
pert, told the Chicago Tribune
last week. “There is a thing in
Chicago. ... It’s ‘the phone call.”

appears to have failed at its goal
to diversify the ranks. As of July

“It just opened the floodgates

The controversial plan also
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Interim Superintendent Charlie
Beck speaks at a Chicago Police
Board meeting at the JLM Abun-
dant Life Center on Thursday.
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PROCESSING ELIMINATION

Bears wide receiver Anthony Miller kneels Sunday on the field after a loss to the Packers at Lambeau Field in Green Bay. A gritty effort by the
Bears’ defense gave them a chance in the end, but the team still fell short with an inconsistent offensive performance. The loss, combined
with the Vikings’ win over the Chargers later in the day, officially killed the small chance the Bears had to make the playoffs. Chicago Sports
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No check
on Daley
security

detail

Police did not perform
threat assessment on
the risk for ex-mayor

BY GREGORY PRATT
AND JEREMY GORNER

Earlier this year, Chicago police
reviewed the security provided to
former Mayor Rahm Emanuel,
Clerk Anna Valencia and Treas-
urer Melissa Conyears-Ervin.

After conducting threat assess-
ments, police determined Valen-
cia and Conyears-Ervin did not
need taxpayer-funded security
and eliminated their details. Po-
lice also reduced the protections
given to Emanuel, though he still
receives city-funded security.

But the Police Department did
not perform a threat assessment
on the risk posed to former Mayor
Richard M. Daley, who continues
to receive a taxpayer-funded secu-
rity detail more than eight years
after he left office, officials said.

In response to follow-up ques-
tions, police said they have no
documentation that a threat as-
sessment ever has been done
regarding Daley since he left
office, and indicated Emanuel was
never at risk of losing his detail.
Police spokesman Anthony
Guglielmi said the city’s practice
has been to give former mayors
security since at least 2010,
though former Mayor David Orr
does not have one nor did former
Mayor Jane Byrne before her
death in 2014.

“The security (assessment) on
Mayor Emanuel was not done to
justify whether he would get a
detail, that’s automatic,”
Guglielmi said. “It was done to
determine whether and how long
we needed to keep a command
post at the house.”

Last month, the Tribune first
reported Daley and Emanuel con-
tinue receiving taxpayer-funded
police details. The Tribune sur-
veyed the other nine largest
American cities about their secu-
rity practices for elected officials
and found Los Angeles, Houston,
Phoenix, Philadelphia, San Anto-
nio, San Diego, Dallas and San Jose
all provide security for their cur-
rent mayors but not their prede-
cessors. New York City officials
declined a request for comment.

Mayor Lori Lightfoot has de-
fended providing security for the
former mayors, saying she thinks
it’s appropriate and necessary,
even for Daley, who left office
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Chicago to
Cleveland
in just 32

minutes?

A hyperloop could
make that possible.

A hyperloop, a high-tech, high-
speed transportation system,
could take you from Chicago to
Cleveland in 32 minutes, or less
time than it
takes to watch
two “Hot in
Cleveland”
episodes on
your phone.

That kind
of speed — 10
times faster
than a car,
more than
twice as fast as a plane — could
bring an explosion of economic
growth, according to a new study.

Building a hyperloop system to
carry passengers between Chi-
cago, Cleveland and Pittsburgh
could lead to more than 900,000
jobs and $47.6 billion in increased
income, according to the Great
Lakes Hyperloop Feasibility

MARY
WISNIEWSKI
Getting Around

Study being released Monday by
the Northeast Ohio Areawide
Coordinating Agency, which
coordinates regional transporta-
tion spending.

“I think it would be a great
opportunity for transforming
transportation and the way we
live and work and play,” said
Grace Gallucci, executive director
of the Cleveland-based agency.
The agency shared the cost of the
$1.3 million study with Hyper-
loop Transportation Technolo-
gies, or HyperloopTT, a Cali-
fornia company interested in
developing the route.

The technology is still in devel-
opment, so the timeline for when
the system could be built is still a
mystery. It’s hard to get too hyped
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A capsule prototype is presented by Hyperloop Transportation Tech-
nologies on Oct. 2, 2018, in El Puerto de Santa Maria, Spain.

over something still being tested.

“A service this fast would be
exciting, but the obstacles still
seem enormous,” said Joseph
Schwieterman, a DePaul Uni-
versity transportation expert.

The obstacles include techni-
cal challenges, the problem of
acquiring right-of-way, and legal
and regulatory issues, Schwieter-
man said.

A hyperloop consists of a pas-
senger pod traveling through a
metal tube maintained at a partial
vacuum. Magnets cause the pod
to move and levitate over the
track once it picks up enough
speed, explained Dirk Ahlborn,
CEO and founder of Hyper-
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Nadler: Impeachment
oath violated by GOP

Senate Republicans say
impartiality doesn’t
extend to politics

By KAROUN DEMIRJIAN
AND STEVEN MUFSON
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — House
Judiciary Committee Chairman
Jerry Nadler accused Senate
Republicans of violating their
oath to be impartial jurors in an
impeachment trial, as GOP
senators defended their right to
work for President Donald
Trump’s acquittal.

Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said
last week that he was working
in “total coordination” with the
White House — something
Nadler, D-NY. -characterized
Sunday on ABC’s “This Week”
as akin to “the foreman of the
jury saying he’s going to work
hand-in-glove with the defense
attorney.”

“That’s in violation of the
oath that they’re about to take,
and it’s a complete subversion
of the constitutional scheme;”
Nadler said.

SAUL LOEB/GETTY-AFP

House Judiciary Committee
Chairman Jerry Nadler, D-N.Y.,
has accused Senate Republi-
cans of violating their oath to
be impartial jurors in the im-
peachment trial.

Senators take an oath to “do
impartial justice” at the start of
any impeachment trial — but
several Republican senators ar-
gued that impartiality doesn’t
cover politics.

“I am clearly made up my
mind. ’'m not trying to hide the
fact that I have disdain for the
accusations in the process,” Sen.

Turn to Oath, Page 12

-~ Tom Skilling’s forecast High33 Low20

Chicago Weather Center: Complete
forecast on back page of A+E section

$2.50 city and suburbs, $3.00 elsewhere H
172nd year No. 350 © Chicago Tribune

49485700001

2



2 Chicago Tribune | Sectionl | Monday, December 16, 2019

Get the most out of your
newspaper subscription

Already getting the Tribune in print? Your subscription
comes with Unlimited Digital Access. Read new
stories throughout the day on chicagotribune.com
and page through the eNewspaper. a digital replica

of the Tribune emalled to you dally. Here are two easy
ways to activate your account!

&4 Call 312-442-0013

We'll quickly set up your Unlimited Digital Access.,

&4 chicagotribune.com/activate

Actvate (el access

=

Find Your Home
Delivery Subscription
As a valued Chicago Tribune
subscriber, you can activate
your Unlimited Digital Access
ta Chicago Tribune by simply
identifylng your subscription.

e O S o
R R

s L Look up your newspaper

o / account using your ZIP code and
house number, Then enter your

vt Bl email address and create a

password for your digital access.

‘EVEN THE TERRIBLE THINGS SEEM
BEAUTIFUL TO ME NOW, 2ND EDITION’

Over the last two decades, Mary Schmich’s columnin
the Chicago Tribune has offered advice, humor and dis-
cerning commentary on a broad array of topics including
family, personal milestones, mental iliness, writing and
life in Chicago. This second edition — updated to include
Schmich’s best pieces since its original publication —
collects her ten Pulitzer-winning columns along with
more than 150 others, creating a compelling collection
that reflects Schmich’s thoughtful, insightful and engag-
ing sensibility.

“Chicago Flashback” Since 2011, the Tribune has been
mining its vast archive for its weekly feature Chicago
Flashback, which deals with the people and events that
have shaped the city’s history and culture from the pa-
per’s founding in 1847 to the present day. Now the edi-
tors of the Tribune have carefully collected the best
Chicago Flashback features into a single volume.

“Turn It Up: A Guided Tour Through the Worlds of
Pop, Rock, Rap and More.” Settle into “Turnit Up,” a
collection of Greg Kot’s Tribune articles from 2000-2013.
Previously available in ebook format only, the book is
grouped by genres and include entertaining features,
concert recaps, album reviews, insights on Chicago’s
local music scene and other major issues associated
with music and the industry.

“10 Things You Might Not Know About Nearly
Everything.” You may never need to know the human
body contains a half-pound of salt, but that’s just one of
the obscure facts you’ll find about sports, history, poli-
tics,and science in this collection from Mark Jacob and
Stephan Benzkofer.

“Ask Amy: Advice for Better Living” For over a dec-
ade, Amy Dickinson has been the Chicago Tribune’s
signature general advice columnist. This book, which
collects over 200 question-and-answer columns, is a
testament to the empathetic counsel and practical
common-sense tips that Dickinson has been distilling for
years.

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at
chicagotribune.com/printbooks
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Republicans are right. Democrats
wanted impeachment from start.

f A
DAHLEEN GLANTON

From the moment he
took office, Donald
Trump’s impeachment was
inevitable. Democrats
knew it. Republicans knew
it too.

Democrats can pretend
as though they were willing
to give Trump a chance to
prove that he could be a
better president than they
knew in their hearts he was
incapable of being. But that
would be a lie. Democrats
never trusted him — not for
a single moment.

This week, House
Democrats will get what
they have craved for three
years. They are expected to
vote to impeach the 45th
president of the United
States.

No one was “out to get”
Trump or to trap him, as
Republicans insisted
throughout the impeach-
ment hearings. There was
no need to. All Democrats
had to do was wait. They
knew it would only be a
matter of time before
Trump dug his own hole
and buried himself deep
inside it.

Democrats were never
the dragons Trump needed
to slay, though. His reckless
impulsiveness and his
deep-seated insecurities
were his greatest enemies.
His insatiable need to prove
his legitimacy as president
was the Achilles heel that
enveloped him in contro-
versy during much of his
first term in the White
House.

That self-doubt over
whether he really was good
enough to sit in the seat of
Abraham Lincoln eventu-
ally would lead to despera-
tion. Desperation would
lead to carelessness. And
carelessness ultimately
would lead to impeach-
ment. There was no other
option for a president so
self-absorbed and obsessed
with his own survival.

The majority of Ameri-
cans realized that Trump
was a self-indulgent fraud
from the start. We knew he
had traveled a corrupt and
treacherous road his entire
adult life, and given the
chance, he would drag our
nation along with him.

We heard him take the
oath of office and doubted
every word.

“I do solemnly swear
that I will faithfully execute
the office of president of
the United States, and will
to the best of my ability,
preserve, protect and de-
fend the Constitution of the
United States.”

Trump would never be
able to live up tosuch a
high standard. No one so

EVAN VUCCI/AP

President Donald Trump listens to a question during a meeting with Paraguay’s President
Mario Abdo Benitez in the Oval Office of the White House on Friday, in Washington.

dishonorable could. His
lack of integrity was never
in question. Long before he
became president, Trump
told us who he was.

During the presidential
campaign, he belittled the
parents of a Muslim soldier
who died in the Iraq War.
We heard him on an “Ac-
cess Hollywood” tape mak-
ing vulgar comments about
women. He used race and
bigotry as campaign tools,
designed to pit people who
are struggling to achieve
the American Dream
against those of different
backgrounds who are try-
ing to achieve the same.

Trump never pretended
to be anything other than a
self-promoter, who had
spent his entire adult life
breaking rules he deemed
too frivolous for someone
as privileged as he. He had
long lived closer to the edge
than most of us would dare
venture, carelessly crossing
the line whenever it suited
him personally and profes-
sionally.

He was a shyster, a con-
man and a swindler with a
complete disregard for our
democracy and a juvenile
understanding of how
government is supposed to
work. He has made a mock-
ery of our government and
turned our nation into the
laughingstock of the world.

If someone said that he is
corrupt to the core, most of
us would agree. He sur-
rounded himself with
shady people, who drifted
in and out of his presi-
dential campaign hoping to
fill their pockets and devel-

op contacts, both locally
and abroad, who would
help them achieve their
personal goals at our ex-
pense.

America foolishly
elected a self-proclaimed
deal-closer who had filed
for bankruptcy six times
and has a penchant for
ripping off innocent people.
He founded the now de-
funct Trump University,
which New York prose-
cutors accused of “swin-
dling thousands of Ameri-
cans out of millions of
dollars”

Last month, a judge
ruled that his tax-exempt
Donald J. Trump Founda-
tion had misused funds to
subsidize his for-profit
businesses, boost his 2016
campaign and pay for friv-
olous things like a painting
of himself. Trump was
ordered to pay $2 million in
damages and shut the foun-
dation down for good.

Beyond that, Trump was
a dangerous and greedy
Washington neophyte,
whose imbecility made him
a sitting duck for political
vultures like Russia, which
identified him immediately
as someone who might
easily be manipulated.

If Democrats failed to
impeach, they would be as
complicit as Republicans in
allowing Trump to go
unchecked as he bucked
the Constitution and put
our democracy at risk. But
the timing had to be right
and the charges abundantly
clear.

Many Americans grew
impatient waiting for

House Democrats to make
their move. Nothing he had
done thus far, however, met
the standard to impeach.
Speaker Nancy Pelosi re-
mained steadfast in her
resolve, knowing that
Trump would eventually
provide them a chance to
prove how ruthless he is.

In April, he handed
Democrats exactly what
they wanted. He made a
telephone call to Ukraine
President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskiy, asking him to delve
into the 2020 election by
investigating Trump’s
political rival, former Vice
President Joe Biden and his
son Hunter Biden in ex-
change for military aid and
a White House meeting.

It was a clear and concise
case of abuse of power, one
of the articles of impeach-
ment approved by the
House Judiciary Commit-
tee on Friday. Trump gave
them additional ammuni-
tion by blocking witness
testimony during the hear-
ings and ignoring subpoe-
nas. That was the basis of
the second article of im-
peachment, obstruction of
Congress.

Yes, Democrats have
long awaited this impeach-
ment. Republicans will see
to it that Trump remains in
office, but his corruption
will be recorded in history.
Most importantly, though,
the record will show that
someone at least tried to
stop him.

dglanton@chicagotri-
bune.com
Twitter @dahleeng
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A house in the 400 block of West 127th Street is boarded up after an overnight fire that killed a 60-year-old man and left one elderly woman in
critical condition on Sunday in the West Pullman neighborhood of Chicago.

1 dead, 4 hurt in South Side fires

By CECILIA REYES

Two separate fires on the Far
South Side of Chicago between
Saturday night and Sunday morn-
ing resulted in critical injuries to
five people, one of whom later
died of his injuries, according to
the Chicago Fire Department.

About 4 a.m. Sunday, firefight-
ers were called to the 400 block
of West 127th Street in West
Pullman for a residential blaze
that initially left two people in
critical condition, though one of

the two later was pronounced
dead, said agency spokesman
Cmdr. Frank Velez.

A 60-year-old man was taken
to Little Company of Mary Hos-
pital, where he died of his in-
juries. Velez said an “elderly
female,” whose exact age was not
immediately available, was taken
to Advocate Christ Medical Cen-
ter in Oak Lawn, where she
remained in critical condition.

Firefighters found no working
smoke detectors in the home. Per
protocol, the Fire Department

plans to distribute free smoke
detectors and information about
fire prevention on Monday at 10
a.m. near the site of the blaze.

Another fire, about 6 miles
north in the Auburn Gresham
neighborhood, left three people
in critical condition. Firefighters
were called to a residence near
the intersection of West 82nd and
South Sangamon streets a little
after 9:30 p.m. Saturday, Velez
said.

The three adults, whose ages
were not known, were trans-

ported in critical condition to
area hospitals: two to the Uni-
versity of Chicago Hospital and
one to Little Company of Mary.

Velez said he did not know the
gender or exact age of those who
were injured. The fire was extin-
guished right away, he said.

The cause of each fire remains
unknown and under investiga-
tion, officials said.

creyes@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @kcecireyes

Beachfront owners
seek to block access

They hope to revive
case with new lawsuit

BY MEREDITH COLIAS-PETE

A recent federal lawsuit by
beachfront property owners in
the town of Porter is looking to
revive the case to restrict access
along Lake Michigan’s shoreline.

It appears to challenge last
year’s decision in Gunderson v.
State, which ruled the shoreline
until the natural high water mark
belongs to the State of Indiana.
The U.S. Supreme Court declined
to hear the case in February,
meaning the state’s ruling stands.

When Indiana was created as a
state, one of the rights that came
with admission to the Union was
the state ownership of the beds of
navigable waters within its bor-
ders, including the exposed
shores between the ordinary high
and low water marks on Lake
Michigan, according to a release
from Conservation Law Center, a
party in the Gunderson case.

The state holds this portion of
the shoreline in “public trust” for
the benefits of its residents, and
private landowners along the lake
cannot erect walls or other barri-
ers that prevent people from
walking along the shoreline, it
said.

State judges ruled that pro-
tected public use on the lakefront
includes commerce, navigation,
fishing, recreation, as well as
walking and other rules set by
state lawmakers.

The new lawsuit was filed Dec.
5 by the nonprofit Pacific Legal
Foundation on behalf of owners
Randall and Kimberley Pavlock,
and Raymond Cahnman in the
U.S. District Court in Hammond.

Deeds provided in the lawsuit
show they own tracts on the
200-300 block of Duneland
Drive, just west of a Porter Beach
parking lot.

The Gunderson ruling took
away their right to limit it to
friends and family without get-
ting any compensation from Indi-
ana, the lawsuit states.

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

The Dune Succession Trail at West Beach in the Indiana Dunes Na-

tional Park in Porter on May 13.

“More than simply interpret-
ingunclear state law, the Gunder-
son decision was an abrupt
change in state law that unsettled
plaintiffs’ property rights,” it said.
“The Indiana Supreme Court
ignored not only its own prece-
dent, but Indiana’s history.”

The lawsuit names Gov. Eric
Holcomb, Attorney General Cur-
tis Hill, Indiana Department of
Natural Resources Director Cam-
eron F. Clark, and State of Indiana

Land Office Acting Director Tom
Laycock as defendants.

Sen. Karen Tallian, D-Ogden
Dunes, said last week she expects
the state to ask for the case to be
thrown out.

“Something that they never
owned in the first place sounds
like a motion to dismiss to me,”
she said.

Post-Tribune archives contrib-
uted.

Chances of a white Christmas are ‘dwindling’

BY KATHERINE
ROSENBERG-DOUGLAS

Chicago-area residents can
expect a round of spotty snow
flurries Sunday night, meteorol-
ogists said, but it will likely be the
last precipitation the area will
see — possibly all the way
through Christmas.

The National Weather Service
in Chicago on Sunday afternoon
warned of a snow band moving
into the area between 8 and 10
p.m., according to Gino Izzi, a
meteorologist. It’s expected to
produce a light dusting of snow
to an inch or so, with the highest
accumulations possible south of
Interstate 80.

“Some light flurries will start
to fall midevening, probably be-
tween 8 and 10 (p.m.),” Izzi said.
“It will be spotty, on-and-off,
light snow or flurries, and it
should wrap up in the 3to 4 a.m.
time range — probably before
rush hour, which is good.”

Meteorologist Jake Petr, also

with the weather service, sug-
gested the snow will linger in
some areas until as late as 7 am.,
with “some lingering flurries
possible into the morning
hours”

1zzi said the snow will be most
steady farther south of Chicago.

“The southern suburbs should
expect the heaviest amount, and
as you get farther north, closer to
the Wisconsin border, the
chances of snow drop off almost
completely;” he said.

In the agency’s 3 p.m. forecast
discussion update Sunday, Petr
wrote that the snow band com-
ing in from Kansas and Missouri
is “impressive,” but he noted,
“The heavier snow bands are
expected to remain south of our
area.”

“Currently expect mostly a
light coating to half-inch for
areas north of I-80 and totals
gradually increasing to 1-3 inches
as you head south,” Petr said.

Petr’s forecast discussion
notes uncertainty remains, and

the system will be “worth watch-
ing over the next few hours if
amounts need to be adjusted a
tad higher for some areas.”

But even areas where resi-
dents awake Monday morning to
more than an inch of snow can
expect it to melt quickly because
temperatures should be mild this
week, officials said.

In one social media post,
forecasters wrote: “Milder
temps later this week should
melt the snow. Still far out (and)
forecast could change, but ..
chances of a white (Christmas)
are dwindling.”

1zzi said earlier forecast mod-
els, as recently as a few days ago,
called for as much as 10 inches of
snow with this system. The
fluctuating models are impor-
tant to note because, while the
agency typically does not share
more than a general forecast for
the six- to 10-day range, that
current longer-term forecast
calls for a “dwindling” chance of
a white Christmas, he said.

“This will probably be our last
precipitation through the week-
end, as it looks now, and possibly
all the way through Christmas,”
1zzi said. “December 25 is a little
beyond the scope of our seven-
day forecast, and the other thing
to keep in mind is the uncer-
tainty in that (longer forecast) is
huge right now. We had 6 to 10
inches for this system — even
three days ago — and clearly that
didn’t pan out. There are still a
lot of variables.

“Typically around here we see
a white Christmas about 40% of
the time,” Izzi said. “Our chances
are now lower than average, so
we’re saying there’s less than a
40% chance of having a white
Christmas, based on the forecast
and how it’s shaping up.”

The next week should be
warmer than average and drier
than average for this time of year,

he added.

kdouglas@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @312BreakingNews

Rare bats
drawing
attention
in Ind.

Endangered species
spotted; conservation
groups monitor area

BY AMY LAVALLEY

Upwards of nine species of
bats, including one that’s on a
federal list of endangered species,
have been detected just south of
Spectacle and Loomis lakes in
Valparaiso, according to two local
conservation groups.

Preliminary monitoring done
in the late summer and early fall
revealed the bats, though more
monitoring is necessary to deter-
mine whether they are migrating
or have established colonies here,
said Walt Breitinger, president of
the Valparaiso Chain of Lakes
Watershed Group, which an-
nounced the findings with the
Porter County chapter of the
Izaak Walton League.

“A lot of them leave and fly
down south and a lot of them
hunker down for the winter and
go into hibernation,” Breitinger
said.

The preliminary monitoring
was conducted by Tamatha Pater-
son, a conservation ecologist, and
is being analyzed by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, he said,
adding additional monitoring,
from the spring through the early
fall, is needed to confirm the
results and will take place next
year. The monitoring detected
hundreds of bat calls.

The number of bats that were
detected, particularly at the end
of their season, and the variety of
species found, “was especially
noteworthy or important,” Bre-
itinger said.

Part of the monitoring took
place on the edge of the Kilmer
property, around 17 acres of land
just north of the city limits. A
group of neighbors is working
with the Porter County Parks and
Recreation Department and a
non-profit foundation that sup-
ports the department to preserve
at least some of the land from
development.

The area contains one of the
fewer older growth areas of trees
in the county, said Gary Brown,
president of the county’s chapter
of the Izaak Walton League.

The area, he said, “is an oasis
for area wildlife that’s been en-
croached by development all the
way around it’s perimeter.”

The little and tri-color bats,
two of the species found during
the monitoring, are being investi-
gated by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service for possible listing as
threatened or endangered
species, said Elizabeth McClos-
key, a biologist with the service.
Several of the other species are
considered “species of special
concern” by the state as well.

The Indiana brown bat, also
found there, is on the list of
“Midwest Region Endangered
Species,” according to the serv-
ice’s website.

The species was first listed as
endangered in 1967, according to
the site, because of people dis-
turbing the hibernating bats in
caves during the winter, which
caused the death of a large
number of bats. Additionally, an
illness caused white nose syn-
drome has killed more than a
million bats since 2006.

The bats, according to the site,
weigh about three-quarters of an
ounce, the equivalent of three
pennies, and have a wingspan of 9
to 11 inches when in flight. They
hibernate in the winter in caves
and roost in the summer under
the peeling bark of dead and
dying trees. They eat a variety of
flying insects found along rivers
or lakes.

The bat monitoring is done
acoustically with devices that
pick up the echolocation for the
different species, McCloskey
said.

“We know they’re there, but
we don’t know exactly where,”
she said.

The results of the preliminary
monitoring were a surprise to
both the Izaak Walton League
and the Chain of Lakes, Bre-
itinger said.

“The fact that it ties so much
into our ecosystem was of great
interest to us,” he said.

Amy Lavalley is a freelance report-
er for the Post-Tribune.
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Trail blazers
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People walk on the Bloomingdale Trail for the Walk With Light event on Sunday. Performers from Opera-Matic held props while

participating.

CPD

Continued from Page 1

2019, African American and Hispanic offi-
cers combined held just about 30 percent of
the supervisory positions, according to the
latest figures from the 13400-member
department.

Beck’s bold move now begs a critical
question as the department attempts to
carry out a court-mandated overhaul of its
policies and practices — can Chicago create
a promotions system so that the best and
brightest officers — of all backgrounds —
advance up the ranks?

Just as frustration grew with the merit
plan, promotional exams languished as
well. The city allowed years to pass between
tests. Up until recently, the department
promoted detectives off an approximately
10-year-old test, for instance.

Worse yet, officers held little faith in the
integrity of the testing because of suspicions
of widespread cheating.

In an interview Friday at police head-
quarters, Beck, a surprise pick as interim
superintendent by Mayor Lori Lightfoot
after nine years as Los Angeles’ police chief,
outlined the department’s new exam pro-
cedure — in the works for more than a year
as a result of the federal court decree. The
testing went into effect just this past
weekend as thousands of officers took the
sergeants exam. Those who pass the
written exam will undergo interviews that
will be scored by experts who work in law
enforcement outside Illinois, according to
department officials.

Beck said the new testing procedure,
combined with a rigorous exam schedule,
will point Chicago toward realizing a
smarter, better trained and more profes-
sional department — the goals of the
extensive policing reforms required under
the consent decree.

“We have to prepare our people for
success,” said Beck, who took over the
department sooner than expected after
Lightfoot fired Superintendent Eddie John-
son early this month. “We have to have
regular promotional exams with a regular
cadence of study so that people have
legitimate reason to understand the rules
and laws that govern them within policing.”

‘Easier to get a law degree’

The irony of the merit promotion system
was that it was originally intended to root
out cronyism.

It was established in the late 1990s under
the Mayor Richard M. Daley administration
after decades of litigation and frustration
over how to promote cops in a way that was
fair to both African American and white
officers.

Daley championed the system as an
effort to diversify the supervisory ranks of
the department with more people of color
and to promote ambitious officers who did
not test well. At that time, the Chicago
Fraternal Order of Police, the union that
represents rank-and-file officers, feared the
process would be used by politicians to
promote their pals.

Today, most big city police departments
don’t rely on merit for promotions to the
ranks of sergeants, lieutenants and captains,
according to Wexler, executive director of
the Police Executive Research Forum based
in Washington, D.C.

Under the system just suspended by
Beck, up to 30% of promotions for sergeant
or lieutenant resulted from merit; 20
percent for detectives.

Members of the department’s command
staff could nominate individuals who had
passed the promotions’ exams. Candidates
then submitted applications to a selection
committee made up of department brass.

The deliberations on who would be given
merit promotions, however, weren’t made
public. The lack of transparency contrib-
uted to suspicions about the qualifications
of many of those promoted.

A 2017 report from the U.S. Department
of Justice that assailed Chicago’s policing
practices from top to bottom in the wake of

Mayor: Police merit promotions
process has become ‘illegitimate’

BY GREGORY PRATT

Mayor Lori Lightfoot backed interim
Chicago police Superintendent Charlie
Beck’s suspension of the department’s
practice of promoting officers regardless
of their exam scores, saying the so-called
merit selection process has become
“illegitimate.”

“Survey after survey of police officers
of all stripes have felt like people are
getting their jobs ... because of who they
know;” Lightfoot said. “And that’s a
significant problem.”

Beck earlier this week suspended the
department’s practice of promoting offi-
cers to the ranks of detective, sergeant
and lieutenant regardless of their exam
scores, halting a promotional process
long criticized by many rank-and-file
cops and decried in a U.S. Department of
Justice report on the city’s policing
practices.

The move will discontinue the so-
called merit promotion system, a prac-
tice that has been slammed by many
insiders who believe it too often elevates
officers to top supervisory roles more
because of their relationships with the
department’s command staff or some-
one else with influence over department
policy, as opposed to them being quali-
fied for those positions.

In a letter to the 13,400-member
department obtained by the Tribune,
Beck said he’s heard that many officers
have been “dissatisfied and discouraged”
by the process.

the fatal shooting of black teen Laquan
McDonald by an officer faulted the Police
Department’s leadership for its secrecy
with merit-based promotions.

“For example, officers are unaware of the
metrics used to evaluate individuals who
are nominated for merit promotions, or
why the officers receiving those promo-
tions were selected,” the report said. “By not
sharing this information publicly, and not
ensuring Department-wide understanding
of the promotions system, CPD has perpet-
uated an atmosphere of doubt around the
promotions process as a whole.”

Several officers who declined to be
identified for this story because the depart-
ment did not authorize them to speak to the
Tribune said the entire promotions process
hasbeen corrupted whether those in higher
ranks got there through merit or test scores.

While the merit system might have been
well-intended, said one veteran detective
who won promotion because of his test
score, “people who have connections got
rewarded.”

Hardworking officers often found them-
selves stuck, unable to advance, despite
years toiling in some of the city’s toughest
neighborhoods.

One North Side supervisor who received
amerit promotion agreed that “work ethic”
should be a factor in who’s promoted.

“Why wouldn’t you promote someone
who went above and beyond?” said a South
Side supervisor who also garnered a merit
promotion.

Many of those promoted through merit
have been well-deserving, the officers
agreed, but the label often carries a taint
that they didn’t fairly earn their rank.

But even those who advance after
scoring high on tests sometimes aren’t
qualified, officers said, because of wide-
spread suspicions that some test-takers had
access to the questions ahead of time and
that simply performing well on exams
doesn’t mean success as a supervisor.

“We have some of the worst police
officers on the job who took a test, (passed)
that test and got promoted,” said the South
Side supervisor.

“In consultation with Mayor Lori
Lightfoot and Fraternal Order of Police
President Kevin Graham, I decided that
I will not make any merit promotions
during my tenure as Interim Superin-
tendent,” Beck wrote.

Beck also said in the letter he would
recommend that Lightfoot’s permanent
top cop — who will be chosen by the
mayor in the coming months — discon-
tinue the merit promotion system and in
the future hold promotional exams
every two years.

In response to Beck’s decision, some
aldermen have expressed concern that
the move would lead to a reduction in
minority leadership but Lightfoot
sought to assuage those concerns.

“We’re never going to take any step
back or retreat from diversity;” Lightfoot
said. “We’re going to be monitoring the
results of the tests and if we need to
make some adjustments, we will.”

A sergeant’s test planned for the
weekend will have a written component
that’s graded pass/fail, and the oral part
will be graded by people outside of the
department, Lightfoot said.

“But I think this was a response to I
think the deep concerns of alot of people
up and down the chain of command that
the current structure for selecting super-
visors is deeply flawed and a big part of,
the culprit they have identified is merit
selection,” Lightfoot said.

gpratt@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @royalpratt

‘Howd that go?’

Wexler, who has done extensive work in
Chicago, said the Police Department
“stands alone” with its infrequent promo-
tions testing — another issue that the next
permanent superintendent will need to
address.

“The No. 1 question I would ask the next
superintendent is how are you going to fix
the promotional system?” he said. “Most
departments will give an exam every few
years.”

Wexler pointed to an unfortunate side
effect of the wide gaps in testing dates — a
department that offers very generous tu-
ition reimbursements does not test often
enough to allow officers to use their
city-funded educations.

“You get in a car with a cop in Chicago,
and it’s not unusual they have an MBA,
some have Ph.D.s,;” he said. “You have really
intentioned, smart people who like anyone
.. want to advance. But the exam is not
given. ... It is easier to get a law degree than
it is to become a sergeant.”

In his interview with the Tribune, Beck
called regular testing critical because it
encourages officers to put “energy in
becoming better prepared to be promoted.”

He also advocated department-spon-
sored career development efforts to help
officers who struggle at test-taking.

When a reporter asked about the hope
that merit promotions would have helped
diversify the department, Beck interjected,
asking, “How’d that go?”

A consistent and trusted promotional
system should address diversity concerns
by encouraging all officers to apply — and
avoiding political influence at the same
time, he said.

“I think the better way is to devise testing
that is fair, that gets you the kind of results
that you want. And those kind of tests are
available,” Beck said. “There’s many depart-
ments that have achieved diversity
throughout their ranks without using the
merit system.”

asweeney@chicagotribune.com

Jgorner@chicagotribune.com

Walgreens
employee
marks 90
at work

Naperville man, who still
works full time as a
cashier, credits clean living

BY SUZANNE BAKER

Mahendra Joshi doesn’t look a day
over 65, his former boss says, but that’s
not what it says on his driver’s license.

Joshi celebrated his 90th birthday this
month at the Walgreens store in down-
town Naperville where he works on his
feet 40 hours a week as a cashier, a
position that’s a second career for him.

“It shocked people when I told them
he was 89. They always say no way;” said
Doug Coleman, Joshi’s boss the last two
decades and the former manager of the
400 S. Main St. store.

Coleman, who now works at a differ-
ent Walgreens in Naperville, described
Joshi as a stellar worker with great
cashing-handling skills. “He’s so full of
energy,” he said.

Because the cash register where he
works is situated near the entrance,
Joshi tries to welcome everyone with his
friendly smile and a warm greeting. He
knows many of the long-time customers
by name.

Joshi credits clean living for not only
his health but for his bright outlook on
life and ability to wake up each day
looking forward to another day of work.

Good genes contribute too. His father
lived to 95 and a grandmother to 97; a
maternal grand uncle passed when he
was over 100, he said.

“If T have to say what is my secret, I
could say first believe in God. Do yoga.
Do some physical exercise to keep a
healthy mind a body;” Joshi said. “I pray
every day that God would give me
happiness and good health. I also pray
for mercy and goodness.”

He also credits his wife of 70 years,
Sharda Joshi, for preparing healthy
vegetarian meals. “You do not eat out,”
she said.

Joshi’s daily routine starts with a cup
of Indian tea with his wife early in the
morning followed by 30 minutes of yoga.
Two days a week he visits the Fry Family
YMCA on 95th Street to walk on a
treadmill and work with weights.

Then it’s off to work for an eight-hour
day, days a week.

In his spare time, he tutors his
grandson in math in the evenings and
reads, favoring materials related to
psychology and science.

Joshi’s philosophy must work; he says
he hasn’t taken a sick day in years.

The 90-year-old and his wife return to
India for two to three months a year,
where the still maintain a residence.
Joshi said he could rent out the home,
but he wants the ability to visit India
whenever he wants.

Walgreens wasn’t his first job.

For 35 years he worked as a mechani-
cal engineer with Hindustan Motors, a
car manufacturer in India.

Although employed in the auto indus-
try, Joshi never learned to drive until he
moved to the United States to be closer
to his three sons, who settled in America
after graduating college.

He lives in Naperville with his middle
son, Anil Joshi.

Joshi said he never needed a car in
India because the automobile plant
where he worked was a five-minute
walk from home. “It was not a necessity
to drive at that time,” he said.

Driving is a must in America, but
Joshi opted to wait. “I will drive when
T've earned money to a car,” he said.

He was 70 years old when he finally
attained a license to drive his first car, a
Honda Civic.

Twenty years later, Joshi doesn’t drive
as much, other than to go shopping with
his wife or to visit the YMCA. He catches
aride to work from his son who works in
the area.

Joshi has no plans of retiring from
Walgreens.

“I thought of retiring” Joshi said,
adding he didn’t know what he’d do all
day. He’s not one to sit around, he said.

“When you go to work, you have a
purpose,” he said.

subaker@tribpub.com

SUZANNE BAKER/NAPERVILLE SUN

Mahendra Joshi’s 90th birthday on Dec.
5 was spent at the Walgreens store in
downtown Naperville, where he has
worked full time as a cashier for the last
two decades.
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If you believe your only options are agonizing knee pain or surgery... You are WRONG!
Thousands of Chicagoland Boomers and Seniors are now

getting knee pain RELIEF, INSTEAD of knee replacement.

It turns out, the secret of enjoying the
“golden years” is NOT simply having a
giant nest egg for retirement Why?

Recent research showed that Baby
Boomers and seniors who lead an active
lifestyle during retirement, and continue
doing the things they truly enjoy, free of
pain, ARE happier, regardless of income
level or wealth.

And truth be told, people who don’t
have their mobility to enjoy their favorite
activities at that age, all the money in the
world won’t bring true happiness.

We know this because we hear people
say this over and over again at the
Joint Relief Institute in Orland Park.
Comments like this . . .

“| didn’t know how much LIFE and
SLEEP | was missing because of my
knee pain, until it went away with this
wonderful treatment.”

— George R.

You know how itis...

You start to recognize your knee is
hurting, and you try pain medicines, braces,
or different over-the-counter arthritis
supplements. Soon enough, you realize
they either cause lots of side effects, or
they fail to live up to their promise of fast,
long-lasting relief, and are not worth the
price of the bottle they come in.

And BECAUSE you’d prefer
NOT to go under the knife . ..

And can’t afford to be put in bed for
several weeks, and because you know
people who still hurt EVEN after surgery . . .
you give up, and learn to live with the pain.
BUT, you miss out on things you enjoy doing,
and lose your golden years one activity at
atime.

With less activity, comes weight gain, and
depression . . . Yes, you can put up with this
ache in your knee, but the cost of doing
nothing about it is HUGE. You are not doing
yourself a favor by “toughing it out.”

“Six months later, | found out the
one thing between me and losing
20 Ibs, WAS my knee pain”
— Mary T.

“Every day was hard. | couldn’tenjoy
my favorite activities anymore. But
thankfully, now I'm back in full form.
| am doing yard work for the first
time in years!” — Phil M.

What are my options if | don’t

want to undergo surgery?

Today we live in an age with tremendous
technology advances, and that’s what
Joint Relief Institute doctors use to put
new life and energy into failing knee
joints.

Using precise, advanced imaging, they
gently place an all natural joint lubricant
directly inside your knee to replace
the lost fluid that’s causing your pain.
This treatment has proven to have a very
high rate of success.

However, it HAS to be done right
with advanced imaging . . .
A recent study examined trained

Advanced Digital technology is used to
eliminate a HUGE percentage of treatment
failures. Every treatment at Joint Relief Institute
iS pin-pointed to the damaged area inside the
knee. The doctors see the medication live as it
goes to help the troubled joint.

doctors and surgeons who attempted
these injections without using advanced
imaging. Instead, they simply felt the
knee with their fingers and BLINDLY
delivered the replacement fluid.

The study revealed that these doctors
missed the target most of the time . . .
In fact, 30% of the time, they didn’t even

Alternative to the knife for your knee pain? Non-Surgical treatment success rate soars after using new digital technology

place the treatment inside the joint.
Yes THIRTY percent. It is not a typo.

Even after missing the target, they had no
way of knowing they missed, because they
are not SEEING it with advanced imaging.

That means these patients went away
thinking they had received a life-changing
treatment, and, in fact, did not get any
benefit at all. Even worse, many of them
went on to have surgery they didn’t need.

How did Joint Relief Institute
find the Antidote to this
MISERABLE failure . . .

The doctors at the Joint Relief Institute
are trained in using cutting-edge low
dose motion digital imaging. These highly
skilled, Board Certified doctors are able to
see into the knee joint. They actually watch
the medicine, live, as it goes where it
needs to be. This technology is so precise,
so advanced, and so forefront that it was
able to make a whole difference in Non-
surgical treatments.

“We’ve had so many patients tell us
they RECEIVED treatments like Synvisc
or Orthovisc in the past, and it didn’t
work. So they were considering surgery,
and some even had surgery scheduled.
Luckily, we were able to save many of
those people from the knife.” Said Dr
Mike Hana at the Joint Relief Institute.

Joint Relief Institute’s proven accuracy
and effective treatment is why people are
traveling hundreds of miles to get knee
pain treatment from their Doctors.

Why did Knee treatments from
Joint Relief Institute hecome
the talk of the town?

Many seniors walk out feeling better
than they have in years! So as you might
imagine, when their friends see them
move easier, walk further, sleep better
and are happier, they want it also.

Only days after this treatment, people
usually notice a decrease in: Pain...
Stiffness...Muscle weakness... Swelling...
Locked joints... Reduced range of motion...
and Cracking sounds.

Most patients who receive the treatment
are able to live pain free for up to 6
months, and some even get relief for 3-5
years with NO additional treatments.

How does the treatment
help relieve your joint pain...

It's pretty simple, really. You see, when
you’re young, you have a thick, fluid
protein inside your knee joints to lubricate
them as you move.

This fluid also acts as a cushion and
shock absorber inside your knee. It's
called synovial fluid, and it works much
like the oil in a car’s engine to keep all the
parts moving freely, without friction.

However, as you age, this fluid dries out,
leaving your bones to painfully rub and
grind against each other with every step.
And unfortunately, there’s no way for the
joint to make more.

After years of trusted service in moving
you everywhere you need to go, you start to
feel a subtle ache in your knees with certain
activities like kneeling down, or getting out
of the car. With time, it becomes a constant

Medicare and insurance guidelines followed.

ache. If left untreated, it can keep you
awake at night, and hurt with every step.

The good news is, researchers
discovered an almost identical, all natural
lubricating fluid called Hyaluronic acid.
It has been proven in numerous clinical
studies to act as a natural lubricant in
your joints.

It's FDA approved and is a perfect cushion
and shock absorber for your joints. Once
it’s correctly placed inside your knee,
it can make them feel just like new again,
eliminate any rubbing and friction, and
make your joints glide smoothly.

Are there any side effects to this
treatment? Is the treatment painful?

After numbing the skin with a special
spray, Joint Relief’s imaging technology
makes this treatment virtually painless.
And because you are getting a supplement
for a protein we are all born having, there
are NO known after effects.

If you received this kind of treatment in the
past, and it didn’t relieve your pain, there is a
BIG chance the medication landed somewhere
around, but not INSIDE, the joint where it can’t
help you.

That is right, this is a quick, natural
long-lasting, non-invasive, non-surgical
treatment with NO known side effects...

Is it true? Could it be that this
natural treatment cost NOTHING
or very little out of pocket?

Yes! More good news besides the pain
relief is that because this non-surgical
pain relief program has already proven to
help thousands of seniors, Medicare and
other insurance plans pay for ALL or most
of the cost of the treatment. So, there is
very likely LITTLE or NO COST to you for
this in-office treatment.

Here is what you need to
do if you or a loved one is
suffering with knee pain...
Call now for a free screening...

If you or a loved one is suffering with
knee pain, this could be the blessed relief
you're looking for. You are personally
invited to a FREE knee pain screening
from the Joint Relief Institute doctors to
see if you are a good candidate for this
all-natural, highly-precise treatment.

Due to high demand, they can only offer
a limited number of FREE screens every
month. So if you’re interested, Call now
(708) 963-0064.

Waiting will not
help you feel hetter...

This ache in your knees could be a sign
of serious damage and people who choose
to simply “tough it out” will definitely see
their knees deteriorate further over time.
The one thing we know is: The damage
will NEVER undo itself without some help.

Your screening will only take about
20-30 minutes of your time, as one of
their doctors sits down with you and
answers all the questions you have about
your knees.

On the day of your treatment, you’ll be
able to come in on your own, and be done
within 30 minutes or less. No pain. No
problem driving yourself home. m

JRI Doctors see live into the knee joint. Even
you will be able to tell the medicine went
where it needs to be. No guess work, no
poking around, the medicine cushion lubricate
and help heal the damaged knee.

© 2015 Joint Relief Institute.

ORLAND PARK
60 Orland Square Drive, Suite 101

0AK BROOK
600 W. 22nd Street, Suite 102

Call now (708) 963-0064

to schedule your free screening.
You can be pain free!
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Daley

Continued from Page 1

more than two terms ago.

In response to questions
this week, Lightfoot’s office
said she still supports CPD
providing “a minimal secu-
rity detail for both former
Mayor Emanuel and Mayor
Daley.”

Lightfoot’s office also re-
iterated that the review on
Emanuel was limited and
added, “Any further threat
assessments for former
Mayor Emanuel and Mayor
Daley were not deemed
necessary as they were re-
ceiving the minimal securi-
ty detail former chief execu-
tives of the city are granted
as consistent with past prac-
tices developed as the pub-
lic safety landscape and its
challenges evolved over re-
cent years.”

Providing former mayors
with publicly funded secu-
rity has been criticized by
good government experts.
It’s also expensive, with
each officer costing upward
of $100,000 without includ-
ing overtime or a car.

David Melton, a senior
adviser to Reform for Illi-
nois, previously told the
Tribune it would be under-
standable to provide former
Chicago mayors temporary
security when a specific
credible threat emerges.
But, otherwise, the practice
is wasteful, he said.

“In my experience, what
we’re talking about is these
are drivers for these peo-
ple” Melton said. “If they
want drivers, they can pay
for them themselves.”

Ben Silver, an attorney
with Elmhurst-based Citi-
zen Advocacy Center, also
said the lack of information
provided by police about
Daley’s and Emanuel’s de-
tails “is concerning in and of
itself”

“It’s one thing if this is
just a limited thing, it’s
essentially just some sup-
plemental duties for some
officers every once in a
while. It’s another if it’s a
full detail most days or
something. That’s a sub-
stantial cost,” Silver said.
“It’s hard to evaluate
whether something’s justi-
fied or not without knowing
more details”

............

CHRIS WALKER/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Then-Mayor Richard M. Daley exits his car July 15, 2010, at the Pritzker Pavilion at Millennium Park, where he spoke at the
Aon United Global Day of Service.

Orr, who also is a Light-
foot ally, responded to a
tweet last month asking
whether former mayors
should receive police pro-
tection by saying, “No!”

In an interview, Orr said
security details for former
mayors are an example of
“misplaced priorities” and
said he doesn’t understand
why the city would do
threat assessments on other
politicians receiving a detail
but not Daley.

“Obviously no one should
get anything unless there’s a
threat assessment that’s
done honestly” said Orr,
who only briefly served as
mayor after Harold Wash-
ington died.

Though Chicago police
confirmed the city cur-
rently provides details for
Daley and Emanuel, the
department would not pro-
vide more information on
the size or other specifics.
Police and the mayor’s of-
fice noted the threat assess-
ment for Emanuel “was
conducted solely to deter-

mine if the command post
and full-time district per-
sonnel dedicated to his resi-
dence met proper security
needs following his recent
transition out of office.”

“As a result of the assess-
ment, the command post
and personnel were reas-
signed to the local police
district,” Guglielmi said.

Who receives police pro-
tection is sometimes seen as
a status symbol in Chicago
politics and has been a
source of behind-the-
scenes politicking.

Until this summer, police
provided security for the
city clerk and treasurer. But
Chicago police canceled the
security details for Valencia
and Conyears-Ervin, saying
the citywide elected offi-
cials aren’t at enough risk,
records released by the city
in response to an open
records request show.

While police blocked out
the threat assessment de-
tails, First Deputy Superin-
tendent Anthony Riccio
wrote Conyears-Ervin and

Valencia in August, noti-
fying them their security
was canceled, noting that
other big cities including
New York City, Los Angeles,
Boston and Miami don’t
provide full-time police se-
curity details to the officials
holding their equivalent po-
sitions.

Valencia’s chief legal
counsel, Ennedy Rivera, in
August also wrote Lightfoot
chief of staff Maurice
Classen asking that the de-
cision be reconsidered, cit-
ing threats to the clerk.
Classen responded that two
separate threat assessments
found no “ongoing, specific,
or credible threat” to Valen-
cia. She was provided a
detail as a courtesy, he said.

Conyears-Ervin person-
ally protested the Police
Department’s move to
Lightfoot, who stood be-
hind the decision after a
contentious email ex-
change, records between
the two citywide elected
officials show.

Conyears-Ervin has criti-

cized the Police Depart-
ment’s process to eliminate
her security detail. In an
interview with the Tribune,
Conyears-Ervin said it’s
been a long-standing tradi-
tion for the city treasurer to
receive a security detail, and
spoke about feeling threat-
ened because she took of-
fice after a contested elec-
tion and manages the city’s
massive financial invest-
ment portfolio.

“I cannot tell you how
many places I go to where
people say, ‘Give me a loan,
that’s the money lady, can
you write me a check?”
Conyears-Ervin said, reiter-
ating arguments she per-
sonally made to Lightfoot.
“People truly associate me
with money. .. I've had
people, when I walk in the
room, they say, ‘Money,
money, money — money.”

In justifying pulling the
detail from Conyears-Ervin,
Lightfoot said the cost per
officer on a detail is
$116,000, without including
overtime or a car.

“Aside from the cost, in
this time of violence, we
need every officer that we
can get on the streets, fight-
ing crime,” Lightfoot said in
an email to the treasurer.

When Emanuel was
elected in 2011, Ald. Edward
Burke’s security detail was
pulled by then-police Su-
perintendent Garry McCar-
thy and replaced with two
retired officers paid for by
the city. This was after
McCarthy determined that
several officials with securi-
ty provided by the city
“require less or no protec-
tion.”

At that time, the Police
Department said most of
the officers from security
details would go back to the
street “at a savings of more
than $650,000 to the tax-
payers.”

Burke lost his taxpayer-
funded security detail after
resigning as Finance chair
late last year following an
FBI raid on his City Hall
offices. He has sub-
sequently been indicted on
sweeping public corruption
charges. His successor, Pat-
rick O’Connor, did not re-
ceive a security detail.

After Emanuel was
elected mayor in 2011, tax-
payer-funded bodyguards
were provided to former
Mayor Daley and then-city
Treasurer Stephanie Neely.

At that time, the Police
Department said Daley
would continue to be pro-
vided with a detail of active-
duty police officers for “a
limited time” and that his
security needs would be
routinely reevaluated.

Later that fall, Emanuel
announced Daley’s security
detail had been reduced to
three police officers, two of
whom would be on call to
transport former first lady
Maggie Daley to and from
doctor appointments and
the hospital.

Emanuel justified the ex-
pense by saying, “While
we’re a city of big shoulders,
we're also a city of big
hearts””

A spokeswoman for for-
mer Mayor Daley did not
return a message seeking
comment.

gpratt@
chicagotribune.com
Jgorner@
chicagotribune.com
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Wisniewski
Continued from Page 1

loopTT.

Removing air from the tube
eliminates wind resistance and
friction, allowing the pods to
reach speeds as high as 700 mph
while using little energy. Gallucci
said that by using solar panels, the
system could actually create more
power than it uses, and feed it
back into the grid.

By removing the air inside the
tube, a low-pressure environment
is created, similar to what an
airplane encounters at high alti-
tudes. “You can go faster with
much less energy if you don’t
have a lot of resistance,” Ahlborn
said.

HyperloopTT is just one of the
companies working on the tech-
nology — others are Virgin Hy-
perloop One and entrepreneur
Elon Musk’s The Boring Com-
pany. Musk proposed building
something like a hyperloop be-
tween downtown and O’'Hare
International Airport, but with-
out using a vacuum. Mayor Lori
Lightfoot didn’t support the proj-
ect, and it appears to be dead.

Other hyperloop routes are
being considered around the
nation and the world, including in
Missouri, Colorado, India and the
United Arab Emirates.

HyperloopTT is testing the
technology in a 320-meter tube in
Toulouse, France. It has a passen-
ger capsule that’s 9 feet in diame-
ter and similar to the body of a
regional jet airplane, Ahlborn
said.

HyperloopTT plans to test the
pods, with people inside, in the
first half of next year. Ahlborn
plans to be among the first riders,
along with Henriette Ardouin, a
101-year-old French woman who
remembers how her father
doubted airplanes could fly, and
who appears in a Hyperloop
promotional film.

Ahlborn is confident that the
system — which uses existing
technology developed by the
aerospace industry — will be safe.
The biggest challenge is getting
the right regulations in place to
allow implementation, he said.

“You can’t build anything un-
less you have the green light from
the government,” said Ahlborn,
whose company is working on
insurance issues and safety guide-
lines.

The Ohio study was conducted
by Transportation Economics &
Management Systems, also
known as TEMS, a transportation

Hyperloop Transportation Technologies had the first set of tubes arrive at its research and development center in Toulouse, France, in 2018.

industry research firm. The Illi-
nois Department of Transporta-
tion and the Indiana Toll Road
were among the agencies that
collaborated on the project.

The study looked at three
possible routes between Chicago
and Cleveland, and two routes
between Cleveland and Pitts-
burgh. Gallucci said the Cleve-
land-Chicago route is the best in
the country for a hyperloop pilot,
since it’s less than 400 miles, the
land is mostly flat and there is
already a lot of car and plane
traffic between the two cities.
Both cities have plenty to offer
each other, including large re-
search hospitals, symphonies, art
museums and universities, said
Gallucci, a former Regional
Transportation Authority official.

“There’s an opportunity for
someone who lives in one city to
go to work in another;” Gallucci
said.

There’s also a right-of-way
available along the Interstate
80/90 Tollway, which would
eliminate much of the need for
land acquisition, Gallucci said.
The proposed Chicago routes
range from 315 miles to 337 miles,
depending on alignment, and
would run mostly along I-80/

1-90, the study said. The trips
would range in time from about
32 to 47 minutes, at speeds of 439
to 593 mph.

The project would not require
operating subsidies, and could be
financed entirely by a private
company, the study found. The
study imagines a possible build-
out period between 2023 and
2028, from initial site work to
heavy construction to testing.

A hyperloop system also offers
environmental benefits, cutting
carbon dioxide emissions by 143
million tons over the next 25
years, the study said. Ahlborn said
it is easier for people to choose to
be “green” if they have a green
alternative that costs the same or
less than the polluting one.

A flight to Cleveland can cost
between $150 and $500, depend-
ing on the day and the airline, and
take an hour and twenty minutes,
not counting time spent at the
airport. A car trip would take five
to six hours, and cost around $57,
including the cost of gas and tolls,
according to the tollguru.com
web site. Amtrak would take six
hours and cost $60 to $92, de-
pending on the day.

“It’s great when you find alter-
natives that are actually better,

and use green alternatives to do
better business,” Ahlborn said.

The current study does not
address where the stations would
be, land acquisition or the cost of
fares, though Gallucci said the
goal is to make them affordable.
She said stations, which could be
downtown or at airports, would
link to public transit.

After the study is released
Monday, the results will be sub-
mitted to the U.S. Department of
Transportation, and there will be
a 45-day comment period and
peer review. Next will be an envi-
ronmental impact study and
preliminary engineering.

Rick Harnish, executive direc-
tor of the Midwest High Speed
Rail Association, said he wishes
transportation officials were
looking at high-speed trains be-
tween Cleveland and Chicago,
instead of an unproven technol-
ogy.
“We know the trains work,”
Harnish said. Countries that
already have high-speed trains,
which run at sustained speeds of
150 mph or more, include Eng-
land, Saudi Arabia, South Korea
and China.

Gallucci said her agency would
consider high-speed rail between

Cleveland and Chicago if ap-
proached by a private sector
company. But no such company
has come forward, while Hyper-
loopTT has.

“We view Hyperloop as essen-
tially the next generation of that
high-speed concept,” Gallucci
said.

Transportation
song quiz

The song in our last quiz
taught an important lesson — if
you want to buy your sweetheart
an expensive gift, a stock car race
is abad way to earn cash. The
song is “Tell Laura I Love Her;” by
Jeff Barry and Ben Raleigh. It was
a hit for Ray Peterson, Ricky
Valance and Sha Na Na. Don
Vahldick of Lisle was the winner.

If you're really in love, youw'd
walk 804.67 kilometers. Or more.
But don’t bore her with your
havering. What’s the song, and
who did it? The first person with
the answers gets a Tribune pen,
and glory. I'll tweet the answer
Monday afternoon from @mary-
wizchicago.

mwisniewski@chicagotribune.com
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Climate talks end with slim deal, disappointment

Extended session
fails to forge deal
on carbon markets

BY FRANK JORDANS
AND ARITZ PARRA
Associated Press

MADRID — Marathon
UN. climate talks ended
Sunday with a slim com-
promise that sparked wide-
spread disappointment, af-
ter major polluters resisted
calls for ramping up efforts
to keep global warming at
bay and negotiators post-
poned debate about rules
for international carbon
markets for another year.

Organizers kept dele-
gates from almost 200 na-
tions in Madrid far beyond
Friday’s scheduled close of
the two-week talks. In the
end, negotiators endorsed a
general call for greater ef-
forts to tackle climate
change and several mea-
sures to help poor coun-
tries respond and adapt to
its impacts.

UN. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said he
was “disappointed” by the
meeting’s outcome.

“The international com-
munity lost an important
opportunity to show in-
creased ambition on miti-
gation, adaptation and fi-
nance to tackle the climate
crisis,” he said.

The final declaration
cited an “urgent need” to
cut planet-heating green-
house gases in line with the
goals of the landmark 2015
Paris climate change ac-
cord. But it fell far short of
explicitly demanding that
countries submit bolder
emissions proposals next
year, which developing
countries and environmen-
talists had demanded.

The Paris accord estab-
lished a common goal of
keeping temperature in-
creases below 3.6 degrees
Fahrenheit, ideally 2.7 de-
grees Fahrenheit by the end
of the century.

After two nights of frac-
tious negotiations, dele-
gates in Madrid decided to
defer some of the thorniest
issues to the next UN.
climate summit in Glasgow,
Scotland, in November.

Chile’s Environment
Minister Carolina Schmidt,
who chaired the meeting,
said she was “sad” no deal
had been reached on the
rules for international trad-
ing in carbon emissions
permits.

“We were on the verge,“
she said, adding that the
goal was to establish mar-
kets that are “robust and

SAM MCNEIL/AP

A solar panel installation is seen in November in central China’s Shanxi Province. Scientists say greenhouse gas emissions
must start dropping as soon as possible.

Thunberg, German railway in tweetstorm

BY KIRSTEN GRIESHABER
Associated Press

BERLIN — Climate activist Greta
Thunberg and Germany’s national
railway company created a tweet-
storm Sunday after she posted a
photo of herself sitting on the floor of
a train surrounded by lots of bags.

The image has drawn plenty of
comment online about the perform-

ance of German railways.

Thunberg posted the tweet late
Saturday with the comment “trav-
eling on overcrowded trains through
Germany. And I’'m finally on my way

home!”

But German railway company
Deutsche Bahn suggested Thunberg
may not have spent the whole time
sitting on the floor. And the 16-year-
old Swedish activist later sought to
draw a line under the matter by

tweeting that she eventually got a seat

and that overcrowded trains are a

good thing.

Mit dem 7
Komfort Checl
-

shows her sitting on the floor of a train.

Some Twitter users expressed pity

for Thunberg for not being able to get
a proper seat on the train for the long
ride home from Madrid, where she
was attending the U.N. climate
change conference. Others wished
her a safe trip home after months of
traveling by trains and boats to
different climate events in Europe

and the United States.

Thunberg doesn’t fly on planes
because it’s considered harmful to the
climate. Last week, she was named
Time magazine’s Person of the Year
for her efforts to prod government
and others to take faster actions in
fighting climate change.

Deutsche Bahn, which used to be
famous for its punctuality, has come

@GRETATHUNBERG/AP

This image taken from the Twitter feed of climate activist Greta Thunberg

under fire in recent years for delays,
last-minute train cancellations and
expensive ticket fares.

In Deutsche Bahn’s first reply to
the teenager’s initial tweet, the com-
pany wished her a good trip back
home and adding that “we continue
working hard on getting more trains,
connections and seats.”

environmentally sustain-
able”

Economists say putting a
price on carbon dioxide,
the main greenhouse gas,
and allowing countries or
companies to trade emis-

sions permits, will encour-
age the shift to away from
fossil fuels toward renew-
able energy.

Some observers wel-
comed the failure of a deal
on carbon markets, though,

and the European Union
and developing countries
had said beforehand that
no deal was better than a
bad one.

“Thankfully, the weak
rules on a market-based

mechanism, promoted by
Brazil and Australia, that
would have undermined
efforts to reduce emissions,
have been shelved,” said
Mohamed Adow, director
of Nairobi-based campaign

group Power Shift Africa.

Helen Mountford, from
the environmental think
tank World Resources In-
stitute, said that “given the
high risks of loopholes dis-
cussed in Madrid, it was
better to delay than accept
rules that would have com-
promised the integrity of
the Paris Agreement.”

The talks in Spain took
place against a backdrop of
growing worldwide con-
cern about climate change.
The past year saw large
protests in hundreds of
cities around the globe and
climate activists staged sev-
eral rallies inside and out-
side the conference venue
to express their frustration
at the slow pace of the talks.

Delegates made some
progress on financial aid
for poor countries affected
by climate change, despite
strong resistance from the
United States to any clause
holding big polluters liable
for the damage caused by
their emissions.

Countries agreed four
years ago to funnel $100
billion per year by 2020 to
assist developing nations,
but so far nowhere near
that amount has been
raised.

Under the Paris accord,
countries are supposed to
regularly review their na-
tional emissions reduction
targets and increase them if
necessary. Last week, the
European Union agreed a
goal of becoming carbon
neutral by midcentury, but
the move did little to sway
discussions in Madrid
about setting more ambi-
tious targets in the medium
term, an issue that will be
on the agenda again in
Glasgow.

The United States will be
excluded from much of
those talks after President
Donald Trump announced
the country’s withdrawal
from the Paris accord effec-
tive Nowv. 4.

Scientists said the longer
countries wait to cut emis-
sions, the harder it will be
to meet the Paris tempera-
ture target.

“The global emissions’
curve needs to bend in
2020,” said Johan Rock-
strom, director of the Pots-
dam Institute for Climate
Impact Research near
Berlin. “Emissions need to
be cut in half by 2030, and
net zero emissions need to
be a reality by 2050.

“Achieving this is pos-
sible — with existing tech-
nologies and within our
current economy. The win-
dow of opportunity is open,
but barely”

Working-class regions
desert UK’s Labour Party

Corbyn blamed as
Brexit shifts votes
to Conservatives

By ALEX TURNBULL
AND JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press

GRIMSBY, England —
Like the North Sea cod that
was their livelihood, Con-
servative voters in the fish-
ing town of Grimsby once
seemed in danger of disap-
pearing.

In every election since
1945, voters in this port in
eastern England elected a
Labour Party lawmaker.
Until last week.

Grimsby, 200 miles north
of London, is one of a swath
of seats stretching across
central and northern Eng-
land — dubbed the “red
wall” after the color tradi-
tionally associated with
Labour — that turned Con-
servative blue as Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
swept to electoral victory on
a wave of Brexit frustration.

It’s a result many here
never thought they would
see and that was made in
towns like this one — work-
ing-class communities
whose traditional indus-
tries have withered, and
where many feel neglected
by remote London-based

governments.

“I think it’s just a time of
general discontent,” said
Stephen Wakefield, who
works for the local council.
“It is a real time of flux.
People are willing to look at
what is most affecting them
and actually go against a
lifetime’s habit.”

Johnson’s Conservatives
won 365 of the 650 seats in
the House of Commons in
Thursday’s election. Labour
took 203, its worst total
since 1935.

The result was an ex-
traordinary turnaround in a
town where most people
had refused to vote Conser-
vative since Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher presi-
ded over the dismantling of
the UK’s industrial base in
the 1980s.

Kelly Brown, who once
filleted fish at Grimsby
dock, said she ended up on
welfare after “Conserva-
tives sold the fishing indus-
try off,” and the fish factory
closed.

“T voted Labour back
then — Conservatives got in
and they trashed the coun-
try,” she said. “(Thatcher)
destroyed the fishing indus-
try, steel industry, the coal
industry, you name it, it all
went downhill from there.
But now, I'm hoping Con-
servatives look back on

their mistakes and I’'m hop-
ing they’re going to bring
some things back.”

Loyalty to Labour has
been declining in Grimsby
and other working-class
towns for years. Fewer peo-
ple these days belong to the
trade unions on which the
party was built. Under
“New Labour” Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair, who gov-
erned from 1997 to 2007, the
party moved toward the
center, gaining support
among middle-class profes-
sionals while neglecting its
working-class base.

In 2016, Grimsby and
other “left-behind” towns
voted to leave the European
Union, and last week they
rallied behind Johnson’s
vow to end years of wran-
gling over the departure
terms and “get Brexit done.”

Many Labour politicians
pinned blame for the
trouncing on Jeremy Cor-
byn, the veteran socialist
who has led the party since
2015.

Under Corbyn, the party
campaigned on a radical
domestic agenda, promis-
ing to nationalize key indus-
tries and utilities, hike the
minimum wage and give
free internet access to all.

But Labour struggled to
persuade voters that its lav-
ish spending promises were

ALBERTO PEZZALI/AP

While Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn, center, blamed the loss on the media, those in
his party were unforgiving, with one lawmaker saying, “You’ve failed. Please stand down.”

deliverable. And its position
on Brexit — a new divorce
deal with the bloc followed
by a second referendum —
lacked the simplicity of
Johnson’s bullish promise
to “Get Brexit done.”

Former Labour Home
Secretary Alan Johnson
called Corbyn “a disaster on
the doorstep. Everyone
knew that he couldn’t lead
the working class out of a
paper bag”

Corbyn — a longtime
champion of the Palestin-
ians — has also been dogged
by allegations that he has
allowed anti-Jewish preju-
dice to fester in the party.

As the scale of Labour’s
drubbing became clear Fri-

day, Corbyn blamed the
media, accusing it of mis-
representing him.

“When you analyze the
coverage that was made of
the Labour Party, analyze
the coverage of me, over
80% of it was negative,” he
said.

But many Labour mem-
bers said the leader — and
his “Corbynista” ideology —
were responsible.

“This party must listen,
this party must respond, or
this party will die,” said Ian
Murray, a Labour legislator
who won reelection in Scot-
land.

“For the sake of the labor
movement, for the sake of
the Labour Party, but more

importantly for the sake of
the country, not only does
the person have to go but
the policy and the ideology
has to go as well,” he said.

Corbyn called the elec-
tion result “very disappoint-
ing” and said he would step
down — but not yet. He said
he would stay on during a
“period of reflection” and
that an internal election to
choose a new leader would
take place early next year.

That was not good
enough for some.

“Corbyn talking about a
period of ‘reflection, ”
tweeted reelected Labour
lawmaker Margaret Hodge.
“I've reflected. You’ve
failed. Please stand down.”
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Mexican Undersecretary for North America Jesus Seade has taken issue with part of the
the new U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade agreement involving monitoring of labor conditions.

Mexico objects to part of new
North American trade deal

By MARY BETH
SHERIDAN
The Washington Post

MEXICO CITY — A top
Mexican trade negotiator
flew to Washington for
urgent talks Sunday as a
hitch emerged in the U.S.-
Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment, just days after it was
signed.

Jesus Seade, undersecre-
tary for North America in
the Foreign Ministry, ac-
cused the United States of
blindsiding Mexico by de-
ciding to send up to five U.S.
attaches to monitor labor
conditions as part of the
treaty.

That decision was in-
cluded in implementing
legislation sent to the U.S.
Congress on Friday. The
new treaty is intended to
replace the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement.

Mexico’s labor practices
were a major sticking point
in the final rounds of nego-
tiations on the accord. U.S.
unions — and their allies in
the Democratic Party —
pushed for tough enforce-
ment of a new Mexican law
that guarantees workers
the right to elect their
leaders and approve con-
tracts. In the past, Mexican
unions were often under
the thumb of businesses
and politicians, who kept a
lid on workers’ wages.

During the talks, Mexico

rejected a U.S. proposal for
foreign labor inspectors,
saying it would violate the
country’s sovereignty. In-
stead negotiators agreed to
establish three-member
panels — made up of Mexi-
can, American and other
experts — to resolve dis-
putes.

Seade said he had sent a
letter to Robert Lighthizer,
the US. trade representa-
tive, expressing “Mexico’s
surprise and concern”
about the language sent to
Congress.

The decision to send
labor attaches was “never
mentioned to Mexico —
never;” Seade told journal-
ists on Saturday. “And, of
course, we don’t agree.”

On Sunday, he was even
more blunt. “We gained a
lot in the trilateral talks,
and because of this, the U.S.
needs ‘extras’ that are NOT
PART OF THE TREATY in
order to sell it to its domes-
tic audience,” Seade
tweeted.

The US. trade repre-
sentative’s office did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment.

But Lighthizer told CBS
News’s “Face the Nation”
on Sunday that the treaty
“was more enforceable and
it’s better for American
workers and American
manufacturers and agricul-
ture workers than it was
before”

Mexico’s Senate voted
overwhelmingly Thursday
to approve the treaty, just
two days after it was signed
by the three nations’ nego-
tiators in the Mexican capi-
tal. But the labor issue has
since blossomed into a po-
litical controversy here.
Critics have charged that
Seade was careless or naive.

“It was a serious error
for Seade to have gone
alone to the final negotia-
tions on USMCA,” José
Antonio Crespo, a political
scientist at the Center for
Research and Teaching in
Economics wrote on Twit-
ter. “If he had been advised
by Mexican personnel, he
wouldn’t have been tricked
or be pretending that he’d
been tricked.”

Seade said Mexico
would never accept foreign
labor inspectors “for a sim-
ple reason: Mexican law
doesn’t allow them” The
Foreign Ministry noted in a
communiqué that Mexico
could reject any such di-
plomats the United States
sought to post in the coun-
oy |

Mexico’s economy 1s
heavily dependent on ex-
ports to its northern neigh-
bor and foreign investment.
For that reason, its leftist
government has been
strongly supportive of ne-
gotiations to create a suc-
cessor to the 25-year-old
NAFTA.
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Comey: ‘Real sloppiness’ in

Russia probe, no

BY ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — For-
mer FBI Director James
Comey acknowledged Sun-
day that a Justice Depart-
ment inspector general re-
port identified “real sloppi-
ness” in the surveillance of
a former Trump campaign
aide and said he was wrong
to have been “overconfi-
dent” about how the Russia
investigation was handled.

But Comey also insisted
he was right to feel some
measure of vindication be-
cause the report did not
find evidence for the most
sensational of President
Donald Trump’s claims, in-
cluding that he had been
wiretapped and illegally
spied on and that the FBI
had committed treason in
investigating ties between
Russia and his 2016 cam-
paign.

“Remember how we got
here” Comey said in an
interview on “Fox News
Sunday” “The FBI was
accused of criminal mis-
conduct. Remember, I was
going to jail, and lots of
other people were going to
jail”

The inspector general,
he added, “did not find
misconduct by FBI person-
nel, did not find political
bias, did not find illegal
conduct” The significant
mistakes the inspector gen-
eral identified are “not
something to sneeze at” but
also not evidence of inten-
tional misconduct, Comey
said.

In a tweet Sunday,
Trump called for an apolo-
gy from Comey, now that
he “got caught red handed”

“So now Comey’s admit-
ting he was wrong,” Trump
wrote. “So what are the
consequences for his un-
lawful conduct. Could it be
years in jail?2 Where are the
apologies to me and others,
Jim?”

The report by Inspector
General Michael Horowitz
concluded the FBI opened
the Russia investigation for
alegitimate reason and was

misconduct

KEVIN WOLF/AP

Ex-FBI Director James Comey acknowledged “real sloppi-
ness” in the surveillance of a former Trump campaign aide.

not motivated by partisan
bias when it did so. But
Horowitz also found major
errors and omissions in
applications the FBI sub-
mitted to eavesdrop on
former Trump campaign
aide Carter Page. Those
problems include the omis-
sion of key information
about the reliability of a
source whose information
had been relied on for the
warrant, and the altering of
an email by an FBI lawyer.

Comey said in retrospect
that he was wrong when he
told an interviewer last
year that the applications to
the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court were
handled in a “thoughtful,
responsible way.”

“I was overconfident in
the procedures that the FBI
and Justice had built over
20 years. I thought they
were robust enough. It’s
incredibly hard to get a
FISA. I was overconfident
in those,” Comey said Sun-
day.

“Because he’s right,”
Comey added, referring to
Horowitz. “There was real
sloppiness, 17 things that
either should’ve been in the
applications or at least dis-
cussed and characterized
differently. It was not ac-
ceptable and so he’s right. T
was wrong.”

Current FBI Director
Christopher Wray told The
Associated Press last week
that the report found prob-

lems that are “unaccept-
able and unrepresentative
of who we are as an institu-
tion” The FBI is taking
more than 40 steps to fix
those problems, he said.

Horowitz told the Senate
Judiciary Committee on
Wednesday that no one
who was involved in the
warrant application proc-
ess should feel vindicated,
rejecting claims of vindica-
tion that Comey had made
in an opinion piece earlier
in the week. Comey said
Sunday that he simply
meant that the report had
debunked some of the
gravest allegations that
Trump and his supporters
had made.

“All of that was non-
sense. I think it’s really
important that the inspec-
tor general looked at that
and that the American peo-
ple, your viewers and all
viewers, understand that’s
true,” Comey said.

He also criticized Attor-
ney General William Barr
for saying in a separate
interview last week that the
many errors by the FBI left
open the possibility that
agents may have acted in
bad faith.

“The facts just aren’t
there, full stop,” Comey
said, when asked whether
Barr has a valid point.
“That doesn’t make it any
less consequential, any less
important, but that’s an
irresponsible statement.”
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Lindsey Graham, R-SC,
said Sunday on CBS’s “Face
the Nation.”

Graham called “this
whole thing” a “crock” and
warned that Democrats
were “weaponizing im-
peachment”

“I want to end it. I don’t
want to legitimize it he
said.

“Senators are not re-
quired, like jurors in a crim-
inal trial, to be sequestered,
not to talk to anyone, not to
coordinate. There’s no pro-
hibition,” Sen. Ted Cruz,
R-Texas, said on “This
Week,” calling impeach-
ment “inherently a political
exercise” and Trump’s im-
peachment a “partisan
show trial”

Senate GOP leaders have
been telling allies they want
to limit the trial to a short
proceeding, omitting any
witnesses from testifying.
That isn’t sitting well with
House Democratic leaders,
who contend that senators
should use their trial to
secure evidence and testi-
mony that the White House
prevented House investiga-
tors from accessing.

“They don’t want the
American people to see the
facts,” House Intelligence
Committee Chairman Ad-
am Schiff, D-Calif, said
Sunday on ABC, appearing
alongside Nadler.

“They realize that what’s
been presented in the
House is already over-
whelming, but that there’s
more damning evidence to
be had,” Schiff continued. “I
hope that the senators will
insist on getting the docu-
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