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‘A tough year
for children’

Experts say this flu season is proving
to be harsh, especially for kids

BY LISA SCHENCKER

This year’s flu season is
shaping up as a harsh one
in Chicago and across the
country, particularly for
children.

More than 900 lab tests
in Chicago for the flu have
come back positive since
the end of September,
compared with 240 dur-
ing the same time period
last year, according to the
Chicago Department of
Public Health. The actual
number of flu cases is
likely much higher be-
cause not everyone gets
tested.

That’s the second high-
est number of positive flu
tests reported by the city’s
health department in the
last five years, surpassed
only by the severe flu
season from two years ago.

One of the most com-
mon strains this season —
a Type B influenza — is
hitting children especially

hard, said Dr. Marielle
Fricchione, medical direc-
tor of the immunization
program at the city’s pub-
lic health department.

This is the first time in
decades influenza B has
been the most common
type of flu, according to
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

“Parents of young chil-
dren need to take it par-
ticularly seriously this
year,” Fricchione said.
“Thisis going to be atough
year for children, and
making sure they’ve been
vaccinated, if they haven’t
yet been, will help protect
them.”

Experts are urging any-
one over the age of 6
months to get a flu shot.
The flu season can start in
October and last as long as
May, though it peaks in
December, January and
February.

Turn to Flu, Page 6

Suburban mayor in
red-light cam probe

Feds said to be
eyeing Oakbrook
Terrace’s Ragucci

BY JASON MEISNER
AND DAvVID
HEINZMANN

Oakbrook Terrace May-
or Tony Ragucci recently
paid $30,000 from his
campaign fund to a lawyer
representing him
amid an ongoing
federal corrup-
tion probe, ac-
cording to cam-
paign finance re-
cords and
sources.

Ragucci is
among several
elected officials
and politically
connected contractors
embroiled in a federal
investigation involving
SafeSpeed LLC, a contro-
versial company that op-
erates lucrative red-light
cameras at intersections in
dozens of Chicago-area
suburbs, including Oak-
brook Terrace, two

Ragucci

sources with knowledge
of the probe told the Chi-
cago Tribune.

The $30,000 payment
to attorney Thomas
Crooks was made Nov. 29
and marked as “legal fees,”
according to Ragucci’s
quarterly campaign fi-
nancing statement filed
Wednesday with the Illi-
nois Board of Elections.

Crooks could not im-
mediately be
reached Thurs-
day but declined
to comment on
the ongoing in-
vestigation in a
brief telephone
conversation last
week.

Ragucci’s in-
terest to federal
investigators
comes amid a much
broader series of public
corruption probes that
have sent shock waves
from City Hall to Spring-
field over the past 14
months, beginning with
the raid of Chicago Ald.

Turn to Probe, Page 6

IMPEACHMENT OF PRESIDENT TRUMP

CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY

House lawmakers, appointed as managers to prosecute the case, make their way across the Capitol for a second day.

SENATE STARTS
HISTORIC TRIAL

Roberts swears in senators as jurors on solemn occasion

BY LisA MASCARO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
US. Senate opened the
impeachment trial of Pres-
ident Donald Trump with
quiet ceremony Thursday
— senators standing at
their desks to swear an
oath of “impartial justice”
as jurors, House prose-
cutors formally reciting the

charges and Chief Justice
John Roberts presiding.
The trial, only the third
such undertaking in
American history, is un-
folding at the start of the
election year, a time of deep
political division in the
nation. Four of the senators
sitting in judgment on
Trump are running for the
Democratic Party’s nomi-
nation to challenge him in

the fall.

“Hear ye, hear ye, hear
ye!” intoned the Senate’s
sergeant-at-arms, calling
the proceedings to order at
noon.

Senators filled the
chamber, sitting silently
under strict rules that pro-
hibit talking or cellphones,
for a trial that will test not
only Trump’s presidency
but also the nation’s three

branches of power and its
system of checks and bal-
ances.

The Constitution man-
dates the chief justice of
the United States serve as
the presiding officer, and
Roberts made the short
trip across the street from
the Supreme Court to the
Capitol. He has long in-

Turn to Senate, Page 12
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University of lllinois President Tim Killeen is congratulated after Thursday’s meeting.

U. of 1. raising tuition as it
OKs president’s 40% raise

For the first time in six

years, tuition will be going
up for in-state students at-
tending University of Illi-
nois schools.

Trustees on Thursday
unanimously approved a
proposal that will raise base
tuition for Illinoisans by
1.8% at the campuses at
Urbana-Champaign and

Hike will be first at flagship in 6 years

BY DAWN RHODES

Chicago, and by 1% in
Springfield.

That means tuition for
Illinois freshmen in fall
2020 will be $12,254 at
Urbana-Champaign,
$10,776 at Chicago and
$9,502.50 at Springfield.

It will be the first time
since 2014 that tuition for
in-state students will be
increased, ending the tu-
ition freeze implemented by

President Tim Killeen. Also
Thursday, university trust-
ees unanimously voted to
extend Killeen’s contract
for four years.

The tuition hikes do not
affect currently enrolled
students — only the next
incoming class. Illinois’
Truth in Tuition law guar-
antees that the price stu-
dents pay in their first year
of college essentially is

Turn to Raises, Page 8

Tom Skilling’s forecast di:l High32 Low 3

0 Chicago Weather Center: Complete
forecast on back page of A+E section
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‘EVEN THE TERRIBLE
THINGS SEEM BEAUTIFUL
TO ME NOW, 2ND EDITION’

Over the last two decades, Mary Schmich’s columnin
the Chicago Tribune has offered advice, humor and dis-
cerning commentary on a broad array of topics including
family, personal milestones, mental iliness, writing and
life in Chicago. This second edition — updated to include
Schmich’s best pieces since its original publication —
collects her ten Pulitzer-winning columns along with
more than 150 others, creating a compelling collection
that reflects Schmich’s thoughtful, insightful and engag-
ing sensibility.

“Life Skills: How To Do Almost Anything” How do you
give a good wedding toast? How do you fix a clogged
drain? How do you bowl! without hurting anyone? Ques-
tions like these—some highly practical, others wildly
funny—make up this engaging do-it-yourself guide.
Collected from the Chicago Tribune how-to columns
called “Life Skills,” this book is filled with often humorous
instructions on performing a variety of tasks.

“Chicago Bulls: A Decade-by-Decade History.”
Whether you’re a casual admirer of the magnificence of
Michael, or a true Bull-iever thirsting for tales of “Red,”
“Stormin’ Norman,” “Butterbean,” “Chet the Jet” and
many more, here’s a keepsake for you. Featuring more
than 300 pages of pictures and words depicting Chi-
cago’s NBA franchise from its humble beginnings to the
dynastic miracle on Madison and beyond, the Tribune’s
book of the Bulls places readers in a courtside seat for a
fast break through team history. Relive the thrill of “The
Shot” in Cleveland, the sweet revenge against the bad-
boy Pistons and the twin threepeats that followed. Run
with the Bulls through the pages of this exhaustive look
at one of professional sports’ premier organizations.
Available online at chicagotribune.com/bullsbook.

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at
chicagotribune.com/printbooks

ACCURACY AND ETHICS

MARGARET HOLT, standards editor

The Tribune’s editorial code of principles governs
professional behavior and journalism standards. Every-
one in our newsroom must agree to live up to this code of
conduct. Read it at chicagotribune.com/accuracy.

Corrections and clarifications: Publishing information
quickly and accurately is a central part of the Chicago
Tribune’s news responsibility.

M A caption for a photo that accompanied a Page 1story
Tuesday about a DuPage County cold case misspelled
the last name of Pamela Maurer, 16, who was slain in
1976.

The Tribune regrets the error.
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7 a.m.—noon Saturday—Sunday
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The other day, as my friend and
Tribune colleague Kristen McQueary
and I were filling in as hosts on the
national broadcast of The Dan Proft
Show, we took a call.

The caller’s name is L. Lin Wood.
He’s a famous libel lawyer from At-
lanta who’s been called “The Lawyer
for the Damned.”

Wood had read my weekend col-
umn about two innocent Americans
wrongly shamed by the media mob
—Nicholas Sandmann and the late
Richard Jewell — and wanted to talk.

Wood represented Jewell. And
now he’s one of the lawyers for Sand-
mann.

“What the media did to Richard
Jewell and Nicholas Sandmann did
not destroy them,” Wood said. “But it
damaged them badly”

If you're a parent, can you imagine
your child given such unfair media
treatment visited upon Sandmann, a
teenager, just last January?

It’s unimaginable, and in this can-
cel culture we live in, it’s something
parents fear.

Sandmann was the Kentucky high
school student in the MAGA cap
favored by supporters of President
Donald Trump. The high schooler
was vilified, wrongly, as a smirking
racist. The howls from the media
were relentless.

And Jewell, the security guard
from the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, spot-
ted abomb and saved lives. But he,
too, was unfairly targeted and shamed
by an FBI leaker and the media as the
prime bombing suspect. He wasn’t
the bomber. The real bomber was
Eric Rudolph.

I had quoted Joy Behar, a co-host
of a mean-girls news talk program on
ABC called “The View.” She explained
why the media hounded the innocent
Sandmann, who wore the MAGA hat.

“Cause we're desperate to get
Trump out of office, that’s why;” said
Behar.

Bingo.

The message was clear: Dare sup-
port Trump, and those with media
power like Behar will shame you.

Wood agreed with my assessment.

Like I said, Wood was a lawyer for
Jewell, the subject of a superb film,
“Richard Jewell;” by Clint Eastwood.

JOHN KaASS
Damning take on media
from ‘lawyer for damned’

Wood is also part of the legal team
representing Sandmann, who re-
cently settled a libel suit against CNN
that originally asked for $275 million.

Many TV news networks and other
news shops have avoided mention of
the settlement. Wood would not
discuss the terms, which have not
been disclosed.

But he did talk at length about the
media mob, political bias and what
drives it against innocents like Jewell,
and Sandmann.

Journalists set out to destroy Sand-
mann because the boy was perceived
to be a Trump supporter, Wood said.

The boy and his classmates were at
the March for Life in Washington.
Afterward, they were confronted with
ugly, racist slurs delivered by black
protesters. Then a Native American
activist, Nathan Phillips, confronted
Sandman with the drum. He was the
aggressor. Sandmann did nothing.

But Sandmann was portrayed as a
racist.

“The media attempted to destroy
him, and in the process they badly
damaged him, and I believe they did
so, in the main, because of the cap he
was wearing,” Wood told us. “They
didn’t care what they said or did to
Nicholas. They just saw him as an
object to use to attack President
Trump. Because he was wearing the
red cap, they assumed he was a
Trump supporter, but I’ve never
asked Nicholas that question”

Wood invoked the term “deplor-
ables” used by Hillary Clinton in a
failed attempt to shame Trump voters
in 2016.

“I guess you could say that they felt
he was a ‘deplorable; and so they
didn’t care what happened to a ‘de-
plorable’ and they didn’t care what
they did to a ‘deplorable,” Wood said.
“But they did it. It was a lie. And they
badly damaged him and those who
did that should be held accountable.”

Wood said Sandmann’s legal team
is pursuing similar lawsuits against
The Washington Post and NBC and
will file suit against other news shops.

When Jewell spotted that bomb in
the backpack at Olympic Park, then
was depicted as the bomber, it set up
an irresistible story line, Wood said.

“Richard was portrayed as a likely

APU GOMES/GETTY
Attorney L. Lin Wood represented Richard Jewell and he’s one of the lawyers for Kentucky student Nicholas Sandmann.

bomber, someone who would inten-
tionally create a terrorist act designed
to kill and maim innocent people,”
Wood said.

“The truth was and is that Richard
Jewell was a hero.” Wood told us.
“His actions that night at the
(Olympic)Park saved the lives of over
100 people, because he alerted au-
thorities about the package near the
(broadcast) tower that he was respon-
sible for”

But Jewell didn’t stop there.

“He didn’t cut and run,” Wood said.
“He went into the tower that he was
responsible for and he single-han-
dedly evacuated every person from
that tower.

“So, the heroism of Richard Jewell
never really was fully exposed to the
public, because the media couldn’t
resist the headline, ‘Hero Turns
Bomber.”

As I mentioned in the previous
column, I enjoyed Eastwood’s “Rich-
ard Jewell,” though the film contains
a serious flaw — an unproven allega-
tion that a now-deceased Atlanta
Journal-Constitution reporter offered
to trade sex to an FBI agent for a leak
that Jewell was the prime suspect.

“The Richard Jewell story is a very
good story;” said Wood. “I lived the
truth of what happened to Richard.
And the truth to me is still raw”

He said he has no plans to see the
film because of how it portrays the
AJCreporter.

But he offers a warning for those of
us in the media, in a business that has
taken narrowcasting to the extreme,
eagerly shaping content to appeal to
this political demographic or that one,
and desperate for clicks and eyeballs.

“It’s not frightening as to the num-
ber of people who watch,” Wood said.
“What'’s frightening is that in today’s
world, they’re not hearing the truth.
And that’s frightening”

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin — at
www.wgnradio.com/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

Jjskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass
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GOODBYE TO
CITYGROUNDS

A coffeehouse that created a community

For the past nine “It has always been more than coffee —
years, I've spent a shock-  even though it is the best cup I have found
ing amount of my life, — itis about relationships and meeting
mornings mostly, in a neighbors,” says Anne, with whom I've had
little coffeehouse in my countless deep conversations but whose

. neighborhood. It’s called  last name I learned only when I told her I
L CityGrounds. planned to write this column.
MARY Parked at one of the That’s one beauty of a coffeehouse com-
SCHMICH small tables, within munity: The bonds are real, but last names
earshot of the hissing and full biographies aren’t necessary.

“T've had a few customers come in this
week upset and crying;” Steve Chang, the
owner, said the other day when I joined the
parade of sad customers. “I’ve told them
it’s the cycle of life.”

I just learned Steve’s last name this
week, too, though from years of conversa-
tion I already knew that his parents were
immigrants, that coffee was his escape
from a life in corporate PR, that running a
coffeehouse isn’t easy.

Chang opened CityGrounds in January
2011, in an old brick building tucked
slightly off busy Lincoln Avenue. The next
day a brutal snowstorm shut down much of
Chicago. Chang kept his new place open

espresso machine, or sitting outside on the
patio, with a view of a pocket park, I've
spent hours reading, writing, thinking. I've
eavesdropped on first dates and failing
relationships. Most important, I've met my
neighbors.

Ellen. Anne. Debra. Ian. Jon. They’re
just a few of the cast of characters whose
full names I rarely asked but with whom,
for nearly a decade, I've traded talk of
births, deaths, books, jobs, marriages,
world events and Chicago.

In the nearly 30 years I've lived in the
ever-shifting neighborhood of Lincoln
Park, CityGrounds is the closest thing I,
and a lot of people, have found to a com-

munity center. and sold a lot of hot chocolate.
And now, to the regret of many;, it’s clos- “I moved into the city just a few months
ing. before Steve opened CityGrounds,” says

JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTO

Steve Chang, owner of CityGrounds coffee
shop in Lincoln Park, talks with customer
Mimi Duginger on Thursday.

Jon Ferguson, a founding pastor at Com-
munity Christian Church in Chicago. “I
was looking for a good cup of coffee, a
place to get some work done and to meet
my neighbors. I found that at CityGrounds.
He actually provided coffee for our new
church at no charge.”

Last year, when Chang got married,
Ferguson performed the ceremony.

In the early years, Chang, who lives in
distant Glenview, worked more than 100
hours a week. He figured that was the price
of being a small-business owner. His
mother, a nurse, and his father, an electrical
engineer, had immigrated to Chicago from
South Korea with a couple of hundred
dollars and a faith in hard work. He shared
the faith.

He also had a faith in the power of cof-
fee.

“Coffee is something that you look for-
ward to drinking;” he says, and he remains

7

"
Wy, LW

a partner in Gaslight Coffee Roasters in
Logan Square. “It comes with a sense of
familiarness, warmth, comfort. It’s a small
break in the day.”

But as the years passed, the hours got
harder to keep. He cut back to 80 hours a
week, eventually to 50. He felt the work in
his knees and his back and his mind. He
trimmed the shop’s hours. By the end, one
barista, Mat Smith, who had been with him
since the beginning, staffed the counter.

Chang has never lost his belief in the
power of coffee and small businesses to
connect a neighborhood. But he has real-
ized it’s time to move on. The cycles of life.

Last week he emailed many of his loyal
customers, inviting them for a last cappuc-
cino this Sunday.

“T have cherished seeing your faces at
the cafe,” he wrote, “being a quiet witness
to so much — awkward first dates, mar-
riages, pregnancies, children growing up
from infancy and into their teens, promo-
tions, career transitions, books being au-
thored and published, starting businesses
and much more. I've learned that through
it all, community plays an important part in
everyone’s lives. I hope that you will con-
tinue to embrace and reach out to your
fellow neighbors.”

All of us who have benefited from his
vision owe him a thank you. And we share
the question he’s been asking himself, one
that extends far beyond one Chicago
coffeehouse: What happens to a communi-
ty when the place that created the commu-
nity is gone?

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MarySchmich
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one day will be restored to China.”

—Edward McMillan-Scott, former Vice-President
of the European Parliament
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FEB 13-16 MAR 5-8
GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY

Center for Performing Arts

ROSEMONT
Rosemont Theatre

China’s culture used to be and what | hope

Auditorium Theatre

iy,
Al S
F

g8
Sl

EORMING ™

Cannot Be Seen
in Communist China

a8 e 2020

SHEN YUN

“It is breathtaking!
| am walking away deeply inspired
and profoundly moved!”

—Rita Coshy, Emmy Award-winning journalist

“Mesmerizing!
| encourage everyone to see
and all of us to learn from.”

—Donna Karan, creator of DKNY

“A MUST-SEE!”—Broadway World

APR 2-5
CHICAGO

ORDERING

Online  ShenYun.com/Chicago
Hotline 888-99-SHOWS




4 Chicago Tribune | Sectionl | Friday, January 17, 2020

Chicago Tribune

CHICAGOLAND

‘Maybe God can forgive yall, but I can't

A mom grieves as suspect gets
60 years in 7-year-olds killing

BY MEGAN CREPEAU

Ashake Banks ap-
proached the witness stand
at the sentencing of her
7-year-old daughter’s killer
with tears in her eyes.

She held a crumpled tis-
sue in her right hand as she
raised that arm to be sworn
in.
She sat down and hung
her head. When she finally
began to speak, her voice
trembled.

“My only daughter, my
beautiful butterfly .. was
taken from me way too
soon,” she said of Heaven
Sutton. “The loss has bro-
ken our family.”

Moments later, her tears
turned to rage.

She looked directly at
Jerrell Dorsey, who was
found guilty of shooting
Heaven Sutton in a sense-
less gang attack outside the

family home on
Chicago’s West
Side.

“Maybe God
can forgive y’all”
the mother told
him. “But I can't.
Ever.... You’re going to hell”

Judge Ursula Walowski
sentenced Dorsey, 33, to 60
years in prison for the attack
that also wounded one of
Dorsey’s alleged intended
targets, arival gang member.

A Cook County jury con-
victed Dorsey in April of
murder, aggravated battery
and aggravated discharge of
a firearm in the June 2012
shooting.

Prosecutors said Dorsey
and an uncharged accom-
plice shot at a rival gang
member near one of Heav-
en’s favorite places: the
snack stand that her mother
set up in the front yard of
their home in the North

Dorsey

Austin neighbor-
hood to sell candy
and snow cones to
neighbors.

The rival was
shot in the ankle,
but another bullet
struck Heaven in
the back as she
tried to flee the
gunfire. She had
been playing in the yard,
prosecutors said.

At the sentencing Thurs-
day, Walowski noted the
many letters sent in by
Dorsey’s supporters.

“You are highlighted as a
great father,” she said. “Yet
you were found guilty of
taking a child away from a
mother that it doesn’t seem
will ever be able to recover
from that.”

Prosecutors argued that
Dorsey, a reputed Four Cor-
ner Hustlers street gang
member, could have been
sentenced to as many as 109
years in prison for the
slaying.

Both prosecutors and the

defense noted that Dorsey
had a relatively stable up-
bringing and a devoted fam-
ily.

“He had a lot to live for,
and all he did was go out
there and gangbang,” Assist-
ant State’s Attorney Nina
Ricci said.

But Dorsey’s attorney,
Michael Walsh, called his
client’s behavior that night
an “aberration” while ask-
ing the judge for leniency.

Dorsey spoke as well,
saying, “I just want to say my
heart goes out to the family”

He then maintained his
innocence in a voice that
was nearly inaudible.

Heaven’s brother, Malik
Ellis, who was 15 at the time
of the shooting, testified for
the prosecution at trial
about that night when
neighbors of all ages were
outside enjoying the mild
summer weather before the
barrage of gunfire sent ev-
eryone scrambling.

“Once I seen a gun, it all
happened so fast, and all the

shots rung out,” he said.

Ellis said he realized
Heaven was shot, grabbed
towels and tried to help
Banks stop the bleeding, But
his sister was pronounced
dead within an hour.

Two reputed members of
a gang that feuded with the
Four Corner Hustlers told
authorities in 2012 that they
saw Dorsey at the scene with
a gun. One even said he was
so close he saw the muzzle
flash as Dorsey fired.

But in testimony at the
trial, both backed away
from those statements.

In closing arguments,
prosecutors characterized
their backtracking as an
attempt to avoid retaliation
for cooperating with law
enforcement.

Jurors deliberated just
21/ hours before convicting
Dorsey on all counts.

On Thursday, following
Dorsey’s sentencing at the
Leighton Criminal Court
Building, Heaven’s mother
told reporters that the 60-

/FAMILY PHOTO
Heaven Sutton

year sentence amounted to
a slap on the wrist com-
pared with the loss of her
daughter. He would be in
his mid-80’s ifhe completed
the sentence.

“I wanted life” Banks
told reporters. “I didn’t
want 60 years. I'm doing life
myself. ... You kill a 7-year-
old, a little girl, I rather
wanted it to be spelled out.
L-I-F-E”

mcrepeau@chicago
tribune.com

By LoLLY BOWEAN

Without any discussion
or debate, the Cook County
Board on Thursday ap-
proved a 3% tax on recre-
ational marijuana sales
throughout the county
starting this summer.

When the tax on canna-
bis and related products
takes effect July 1, it is
expected to make Cook
County’s marijuana sales
among the highest taxed in
the country, officials have
said.

Still, County Board Presi-
dent Toni Preckwinkle said
imposing the tax is in line
with what some suburban
municipalities have done.
She was unfazed about
whether the high taxes
could turn off consumers
from buying the drug.

“We tax alcohol and ciga-
rettes pretty heavy too,”
Preckwinkle said at a news
conference after the board
meeting,

Preckwinkle said she
wanted the legalization of
recreational marijuana to
reduce incarcerations.

“I have no idea what’s
going to happen to con-
sumption as a result of
legalization,” she said. “My
concern principally is, and
T've always said this, is not
about cannabis in terms of
consumption ... (it) is about
arresting young black and
brown people for pos-
session and distribution.
Since we only apparently in
this country can only find
black and brown people
who possess and distribute
marijuana, I don’t want
anybody arrested for it.”

Recreational marijuana
was legalized to much fan-
fare and celebration on Jan.
1. Customers spent almost
$3.2 million on legal weed in
Illinois on the first day of
sales alone.

Illinois is the 11th state to
legalize recreational weed,

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS
Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle says she wants the legalization of marijuana to reduce incarcerations.

Cook County Board approves
3% tax on recreational weed

Cook County Commissioner Bridget Degnen, center, voted
present on the cannabis-related laws on Thursday.

and now New York is look-
ing to follow.

Illinois’ recreational can-
nabis taxes vary by product
and are based on the mari-
juana’s potency. There’s a
10% tax for products with
up to 35% THC — the
component of pot that gets
users high. And cannabis-
infused products such as
edibles are taxed at 20%.
Products with more than
35% THC are taxed at 25%.

But that doesn’t include
sales tax and the 3% tax
being levied by the city and
the county tax that soon will
be imposed on top of that.

In addition to the law
that would implement the
county sales tax, the board
quickly approved legisla-
tion that will establish a
commission to examine
how the new industry will
affect the region. And com-
missioners passed a zoning
law that lays out where
shops can set up and sell the
drug.

While some have cele-
brated the legalization of
recreational marijuana, it
also has revealed a deep
divide along racial and class
lines.

So far, nearly all the
dispensary owners are
white. Meanwhile, African
Americans and Latinos,
who for years were stigma-
tized and arrested at dispro-

portionate rates for using
the drug, so far have not
managed to significantly
break through the ranks of
dispensary ownership.

On Thursday, Commis-
sioner Stanley Moore, 4th,
voted present on all the
cannabis-related laws be-
cause he said he wants to
learn more about how the
tax revenue will be spent to
restore minority communi-
ties that were decimated by
the war on drugs.

“It’s not that I'm for or
against it. 'm waiting to see
how we are going to be
more equitable,” he said.
“The county is preparing to
go after revenue, and I think
revenue is important. But
T’d like to see more informa-
tion come out about where
the revenue is going to be
spent, how the revenue is
going to be spent. Are we
going to do any economic
development in poor black
and brown communities?
All those conversations
should start taking place
now, instead of taking place
later when it’s too late”

Commissioners Bridget
Degnen, 12th, Sean Morri-
son, 17th, and Peter Sil-
vestri, 9th, all voted present
on the cannabis-related
laws. Degnen and Silvestri
said they have worked with
cannabis investors and
didn’t want to vote on the

matters for ethical reasons.
Morrison was unavailable
for comment.

Although the county rec-
reational weed tax was ap-
proved, officials on Thurs-
day didn’t know how much
revenue it will actually gen-
erate. And because what is
collected won’t make it to
the county until late in the
year, the 2020 budget does
not count on revenue from
the weed tax, officials said.

So far, the county has
budgeted funding to help
cover the cost of expunging
the criminal records of resi-
dents who have been ar-
rested and charged in the
past for possessing small
amounts of marijuana.

The county also in-
creased resources to the
state’s attorney’s office and
the clerk’s office to help
fast-track residents who
were caught up in the crimi-
nal justice system related to
selling or carrying marijua-
na, Preckwinkle said.

But while board mem-
bers don’t know how much
money the tax will bring in
or how they will spend it,
Preckwinkle said the con-
versation will have to in-
clude making amends with
communities that were
damaged when the drug
was illegal.

“We have a cannabis
commission and I know one
of the things that they’re
going to look at is the social
equity components,” Preck-
winkle said.

“Expungement is not
enough for black and brown
communities that have
been so heavily impacted by
the war on drugs and so we
have to figure out how the
financial resources are used
in a way to benefit the very
communities.”

Ibowean@chicagotri-
bune.com
Twitter @lollybowean

Longtime inmate
lied about police
abuse under Burge

Judge finds he
falsified claims

against detectives

BY MEGAN CREPEAU

A longtime inmate had
his hopes of freedom
dashed Thursday when a
Cook County judge re-
jected his bid for a new
trial, accusing him of lying
for years with claims he
was beaten by detectives
working under notorious
ex-Chicago police Cmdr.
Jon Burge.

In a scathing ruling,
Judge William Hooks said
the inmate, George Ander-
son, tried to ride the coat-
tails of legitimate police
torture victims, compari-
ng him to a scammer who
might board a crashed bus
after an accident to pre-
tend to be a victim.

“Anderson has falsely
claimed to have ridden on
the Burge torture bus, and
he knows it” the judge
said.

Anderson, 57, who is
serving life in prison after
being convicted in sepa-
rate 1991 killings of an
1l-year-old boy and a 14-
year-old girl, sat stoically
through the brief hearing
at the Leighton Criminal
Court Building.

Anderson’s attorney,
David Owens, was an-
gered by the decision and
vowed to appeal, telling
reporters later, “What we
did hear from the judge is
completely and factually
inaccurate and wrong.”

“The institution itself is
designed to protect itself,”
he added.

The proceedings before
Hooks have stretched on
for years after the Illinois
Torture Inquiry and Relief
Commission found cred-
ible evidence in 2012 that
Anderson was beaten into
confessing.

Hooks found, though,
that Anderson wasn’t
credible on the witness
stand and even seemed to
be tailoring his testimony
to fit the legal standard
that would win him a new
trial, Hooks said.

The detectives who de-
nied harming Anderson in
testimony did not invoke
their Fifth Amendment
rights against self-incrimi-
nation as other detectives
have in similar cases alleg-
ing wrongful convictions,
Hooks noted.

Among those impli-
cated by Anderson was
former Detective Kenneth
Boudreau, whose alleged
history of obtaining dubi-
ous confessions was de-
tailed in a 2001 Chicago
Tribune series. Boudreau
took the stand in Ander-
son’s case in 2018 and
flatly denied ever having
harmed a single suspect.

Anderson also accused

two other ex-police de-

TERRENCE ANTONIO. /
CHICAGO TRIBUNE
David Owens, attorney for
George Anderson, talks to
the media on Thursday.

tectives, John Halloran
and Michael Kill, of beat-
ing him into confessing to
the killing of the 1l-year-
old boy, Jeremiah Miggins.
Halloran denied the alle-
gations in testimony, while
Kill, who had denied
wrongdoing from the wit-
ness stand in another case,
has since died.

Despite the fact that
many of those detectives
have been repeatedly ac-
cused of abuse, any argu-
ment that Anderson’s case
fits that pattern “falls on its
face,” Hooks said.

In addition, no medical
evidence showed that An-
derson sustained any
physical injuries while in
police custody, the judge
said.

Burge and his so-called
midnight crew of detect-
ives have been accused of
torturing or abusing doz-
ens of mostly African
American men into con-
fessing to killings in the
1970s and ’80s. The scan-
dal has stained the city’s
reputation and cost tax-
payers tens of millions of
dollars in settlements, le-
gal fees and other com-
pensation to victims.

Burge, who was fired
from the Police Depart-
ment in 1993, was con-
victed by a federal jury of
perjury and obstruction of
justice in 2010 over his
denials in a lawsuit of ever
witnessing torture or
abusing suspects. He died
in 2018 after serving 4 1/,
years in prison and home
confinement.

Hooks had been hold-
ing hearings on Anthony
Jakes, another alleged
Burge-related victim of
police torture, at the same
time as Anderson, but spe-
cial prosecutors dropped
the charges in 2018, saying
they could not meet the
burden of proof beyond a
reasonable doubt.

That same year, Hooks
issued a lengthy ruling
overturning the conviction
of another Burge accuser,
Jackie Wilson, who was
found guilty of killing two
Chicago cops, asserting
that what happened in
Wilson’s interrogation
“was not good — instead,
very bad and ugly”

mcrepeau@chicago
tribune.com
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Probe

Continued from Page 1

Edward Burke’s offices in
November 2018.

The investigation of
SafeSpeed first came to
public light in September
when the FBI and IRS
agents raided the offices of
then-state Sen. Martin San-
doval, Lyons Mayor Chris-
topher Getty and Jeffrey
Tobolski, the mayor of
nearby McCook who dou-
bles as a Cook County
commissioner.

After those raids,
Ragucci told the Tribune
that he had not been ques-
tioned by agents and the
city had not received any
requests for information
from federal authorities on
the red-light camera con-
troversy.

The mayor has since
avoided all inquiries from
the Tribune, including on
Thursday.

On Tuesday evening,
Ragucci was a no-show at
the monthly City Council
meeting that he typically
presides over.

A clerk told a Tribune
reporter that the mayor had
been at City Hall earlier in
the day but was not feeling
well.

SafeSpeed and its own-
ers and officers have been
among Ragucci’s heaviest
political donors over the
years, election records
show.

Earlier this month, the

Chicago Sun-Times re-
ported that the FBI seized
$60,000 from a safe in
Ragucci’s home in October,
although the reason for the
seizure was not disclosed.

No one involved in the
SafeSpeed investigation has
been charged with any
wrongdoing.

Ragucci, 64, was a police
officer in Oakbrook Terrace
for 25 years before being
elected mayor in 2009. He
won a third term in 2017
and would be up for reelec-
tion again in 2021.

In his biography on the
city’s website, Ragucci
touted his quarter century
with a badge as prepping
him for life as an Illinois
mayor.

“There are few experi-
ences better than law en-
forcement for learning
about politics, the issues,
the local businesses and
what needs to be done,” he
was quoted as saying.

There are indications,
however, that Ragucci is
not planning on running
again. Earlier this month,
he filed an amendment
changing his campaign
committee’s status from a
candidate-supporting fund
to an “independent ex-
penditure committee,” ac-
cording to state election
records.

The amended commit-
tee now states its purpose
as simply to “Promote
Good Government,” ac-
cording to the filing.

Ragucci’s campaign fil-
ing this week stated his

committee has just over
$75,000 in funds.

Raguccei’s relationship
with SafeSpeed has long
been controversial.

A 2017 Chicago Tribune
investigation documented
how, as chairman of the
powerful Senate Trans-
portation Committee, San-
doval intervened on Safe-
Speed’s behalf to push state
transportation officials to
change their stance and
allow the company’s cam-
eras to be installed at the
relatively safe intersection
of Illinois 83 at 22nd Street
in Oakbrook Terrace.

The push came even
though IDOT’s policies re-
quired that cameras target
dangerous corners to im-
prove safety.

Meanwhile, SafeSpeed
and its owners collectively
donated tens of thousands
of dollars to Sandoval’s
campaign coffers, including
one contribution for
$10,000 in September 2016
that at the time was the
largest single donation the
firm had given anyone.

Oakbrook Terrace’s
2020 budget projects the
two red-light cameras in
operation there — both
provided by SafeSpeed —
will bring in $5 million in
revenue over the current
fiscal year.

SafeSpeed in turn
charges Oakbrook Terrace
about $2.3 million to op-
erate the cameras, plus an
additional $2,000 a month
in “service fees,” according
to the budget posted on the

city’s website.

The site also features a
link to information touting
the red-light cameras as a
boon to safety, not blatant
cash grabs as they’re often
criticized.

“Red Light Cameras are
only a cost to those who
break the law so please
respect the rules of the
road!” the site says.

The search warrants
served on Sandoval’s office
as well as Lyons and Mc-
Cook showed agents seized
evidence on SafeSpeed
founder Omar Maani and
his development firm, Pre-
sidio Capital, which has
built government-subsi-
dized housing in Summit
and Cicero.

SafeSpeed’s owner, Nikki
Zollar has said the com-
pany does “not tolerate
wrongdoing or public cor-
ruption and we support
efforts to root it out”

“We base our culture on
safety and partnering with
law enforcement and we
conduct our business ethi-
cally and with integrity. We
do not condone any depar-
ture from these core val-
ues” said the statement
sent last year by company
spokesman Dennis Cullo-
ton.

Chicago Tribune’s Joe Mahr
contributed.

Jjmeisner@chicago
tribune.com
dheinzmann@chicago
tribune.com
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Flu

Continued from Page 1

The flu usually comes on
suddenly and can include
symptoms such as fever,
cough, sore throat, runny or
stuffy nose, body aches,
vomiting and diarrhea.
Young children, adults ages
65 and older, and people
with certain health issues,
such as diabetes, asthma
and cancer, are especially at
risk of developing compli-
cations.

One child in Chicago has
died from the flu this sea-
son.

Nationally, 32 children
have died, and 21 of those
deaths were associated
with influenza B viruses,
the CDC said. A year ago at
this time, 16 children had
died.

Across the country, lev-
els of patients visiting doc-
tors with flu-like illnesses
remain high, and so far
there have been about
4,800 flu deaths, according
to the CDC.

But even though a high
number of people are re-
porting flu-like symptoms,
the number of hospitali-
zations and deaths has
been relatively low, the
CDC said. That’s likely be-
cause most hospitalizations
and deaths are among peo-
ple over age 65, and some of
the most common flu
strains this year are more
likely to affect children.

Vaccines are developed
in advance of flu season,
and severe flu seasons often
occur when strains that
emerge don’t match the
ones that vaccines protect
against, said Dr. Julie Hol-
land, vice president of pedi-
atric primary care for the
Chicagoland Children’s
Health Alliance. The alli-
ance is a pediatric partner-
ship between Advocate Au-
rora Health, NorthShore
University HealthSystem
and University of Chicago
Medicine.

It’s too early to predict
how effective this year’s
vaccines are, but they might
not be a great match for the
most common B strain now
circulating, the CDC has
said.

Experts predicted this
year’s flu season in the U.S.
might be particularly rough
because it was a difficult flu
season in Australia and the
Southern Hemisphere,
where the season starts six
months earlier. But the
predominant virus in the
Southern Hemisphere was
H3N2, which has not been
one of the most common
strains in the U.S., Fric-
chione said.

Still, medical experts say
it’s important to get vacci-
nated.

“It is not perfect,” said
Dr. Allison Bartlett, associ-
ate professor of pediatric
infectious diseases at the
University of Chicago Med-
ical Center, of the vaccine.
“It does not completely
prevent disease, but it does
often lead to an illness that
is less severe”

“It does not
completely
prevent disease,
but it does often
lead to an
illness that is
less severe.”

— Dr. Allison Bartlett

It’s crucial to get vacci-
nated to help protect others
at greater risk of complica-
tions from the illness, such
as the elderly, and those
who can’t get vaccinated,
such as babies younger
than 6 months, experts say.

Area hospitals have wit-
nessed the effects of the
elevated flu season. In De-
cember, the University of
Chicago Medical Center
had 163 patients test pos-
itive for the flu, compared
with 63 last year, Bartlett
said.

So far this month, Lurie
Children’s Hospital has
seen a 28% increase in
emergency room visits,
mostly from patients com-
ing in with flu-like symp-
toms, compared with the
same time frame last year.

Between Dec. 28 and
Jan. 11, Rush University
Medical Center’s ER tested
459 people for the flu, and
22% tested positive. The
ER administered half as
many tests during the same
period last season with a
12% positive rate.

RSV, a common virus in
children, is also now circu-
lating, Fricchione said.
Children who’ve had RSV
recently might be more at
risk for complications from
the flu.

Sixty-three Chicago resi-
dents have been admitted
to hospital intensive care
units with the flu this
season, compared with 32
at about the same time last
year, according to the city’s
Department of Public
Health.

People who feel ill
should contact their doc-
tors as soon as possible.
Some may be prescribed
certain medications, such
as Tamiflu, that can lessen
the severity of the illness,
but Tamiflu generally must
be given in the first few
days of sickness to be effec-
tive, Holland said.

Those who have the flu
should stay home to re-
cover and avoid spreading
it.

“If you are sick, stay
home,” Bartlett said. “It’s a
tough thing to abide by. No
one wants to disappoint
their colleagues at work or
miss out on school, but
really, if you've got the flu,
you need to be resting up
for your own recovery and
limiting the spread of infec-
tion to others.”

Chicagoans can visit chi-
cagoflushots.org to find lo-
cations to get flu shots.
Those who are uninsured
or underinsured may get
free shots at the city’s walk-
in immunization clinics.
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What you need

to know about the

Women’s March

BY ANGIE LEVENTIS
LOURGOS

When Women’s March
Chicago kicks off at Grant
Park on Saturday, Eric Ten-
felde plans to march along-
side his wife and daughters
to be “part of humanity and
making history;” he said.

This will be his third
Women’s March, and he
describes the event as a
visceral experience:

“Being outside in Janu-
ary and feeling warm on
the inside from energy and
people around me express-
ing their American free-
dom. Expressing myself
with costume and signage
and witnessing and cele-
brating everyone else’s ex-
pressions. Praising others
and being praised. Leading
chants and shouting the
chants of others”

Among the crowd at
every Women’s March are
the many men and boys
who attend as allies, sup-
porting the movement’s
many causes including
gender equality, climate
change and access to
health care.

Andrew Clancey also
plans to march Saturday.
The 30-year-old from the
Rogers Park neighborhood
recalled attending the first
Women’s March at Grant
Park in 2017 Clancey said
he held a sign with the
slogan “I (heart) Nasty
Women,” and one of his
favorite march memories
was taking a picture with a
woman wearing a shirt that
said “Nasty Woman” on it.

“I felt so connected with
everyone else who was
marching,” he said. “Many
of us were angry about the
results of the 2016 election,
and we wanted the world
to know. Everyone at the
march treated one another
with a tremendous amount
of respect, and although it
was wildly busy and ener-
getic, it felt like an incred-
ibly safe environment.”

Women’s March Chi-
cago organizers have
planned a revival of the
January march at Grant
Park after a hiatus in 2019.
The event has attracted
hundreds of thousands and
shut down parts of the
Loop in the past. The
march will be held in
concert with similar events
and rallies across the na-
tion and globe.

March organizers pre-
dict that many supporters
will be inspired to attend
this weekend’s march by
“just about anything you
hear on the news””

“Immigration, separat-
ing children from parents,
children dying at the bor-
ders, tariffs affecting small
family-owned farms, sexu-
al predators in govern-
ment, business (and) enter-
tainment,” said Women’s
March Chicago organizer
Ann Scholhamer. “There is
along list”

This year’s local event
will honor marchers with
disabilities, who will lead
the procession to Federal
Plaza. Volunteers will help
marchers needing assist-
ance by clearing paths,
walking alongside partici-
pants with disabilities and
escorting them to trans-
portation hubs or meeting
points, organizers said.

The march will also be
led by many elected female
politicians, including Chi-
cago Mayor Lori Lightfoot,
Illinois Lt. Gov. Juliana
Stratton, Cook County
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx,
Cook County Board Presi-
dent Toni Preckwinkle and
Illinois Senate Majority
Leader Kimberly Light-
ford.

Unlike past Women’s
March events, the one on
Saturday won’t include a
rally or any scheduled pro-
gramming before the
march at Grant Park.

The 2020 march will
feature a new format,
which organizers call the
“Gallery of Issues” Wom-
en’s March Chicago se-
lected five major topics to
focus on this year: the 2020
census, climate change,
gun violence prevention,
health care access and en-
couraging voting in the
2020 elections. Organizers
say each block of the march
route will be dedicated to a
different cause.

“As marchers move
block by block through the
route, they will learn more

Women’s March
Chicago 2020

When: Saturday. Grant
Park opens for the event at
9 a.m. and the march
begins at 11 a.m. (This
year’s event is a march-
only format, with no for-
mal rally or other program-
ming preceding the
march.)

Where: Main entrance at
Ida B. Wells and Columbus
drives. Accessible entrance
at Columbus Drive and
Monroe Street.

March route: The march
will begin at Columbus
Drive and Jackson Street,
ending at Federal Plaza.
The city has asked that
marchers disperse im-
mediately afterward.
Social media: #\Women-
sMarchChicago2020,
#WomensMarchChi2020,
#MakeltCount

Weather: Forecasts say
several inches of snow
accumulation is possible
Friday. On Saturday, the
high temperature is ex-
pected to be 37 degrees,
with rain possibly mixed
with snow showers before
2 p.m., according to the
National Weather Service.
Public transportation:
Metra isn’t adding any
service but conductors
have been notified that
more patrons with disabili-
ties might be traveling. The
Chicago Transit Authority
will have longer trains on
the Brown, Blue, Orange,
Green and Purple lines, as
well as more frequent
service on the Red Line.
There will be additional
bus service on the 147
Outer Drive Express route.
For more information:
www.womensmarchchica-
go.org

about these key issues and
ways they can effect
change,” according to the
Women’s March Chicago
website. “During this lively
and interactive ‘Gallery of
Issues’ experience, our
partner organizations will
cheer on marchers, display
banners and signage, en-
gage in text message cam-
paigns, hand out branded
swag and more”

The first local Women’s
March in January 2017
unexpectedly brought an
estimated 250,000 sup-
porters to Grant Park, shut-
ting down parts of down-
town, following the inau-
guration of President Don-
ald Trump. The event was
held in solidarity with
other women’s marches in-
ternationally.

An anniversary march in
January 2018 — at the
height of the # MeToo
movement — topped at-
tendance with some
300,000 marchers in Chi-
cago.

Then Women’s March
Chicago organizers hosted
a solely local march in
October 2018, to encourage
midterm election voting,
and opted to forego the
traditional January march
at Grant Park in 2019, citing
the high costs of crafting
two events so close to-
gether. Instead, supporters
were encouraged to host
their own community-
based events dispersed
around Chicagoland.

Local organizers say
they don’t believe the ab-
sence of a 2019 march in
Chicago — or the national
controversy — will dampen
enthusiasm for the event
this weekend.

“Our marchers know
that we are an independent
organization, solely dedi-
cated to the issues in our
communities, and sup-
ported by organization and
marchers locally,” Schol-
hamer said.

Women’s March Chi-
cago also plans to host
another local event in mid-
October to encourage vot-
ing.

As for Clancey, he said
he’s excited for this week-
end’s event.

“I want to support the
women and all of their
allies and advocates who
are marching” he said,
“and voice my frustrations
with the way we vote and
how it can leave so many
people feeling left behind
and unrepresented.”

eleventis@chicago
tribune.com

“You may be able to save a life’

Deaths from falls at Water Tower Place
raise questions about suicide prevention

BY MADELINE BUCKLEY
AND PAIGE FRY

After a man fell to his
death at Water Tower Place
the night before, a security
guard stood on the seventh
floor of the busy mall
Thursday morning and
shooed away shoppers who
stepped too close to the
railing,

The deceased man was
the second person killed in
a fall in the past two months
at the popular Magnificent
Mile shopping center,
which appeared to prompt
a stepped-up security pres-
ence on the mall’s upper
floors.

But the deaths, ruled
suicides by the Cook
County medical examiner’s
office, raise questions about
whether businesses and
building owners should
take more permanent pre-
cautions to prevent suicide
deaths. Such measures are
in place at some other
public sites.

In San Francisco, offi-
cials are working on build-
ing a net under the Golden
Gate Bridge, where hun-
dreds of people have died of
suicide since it opened in
1937. Large plastic signs
displaying a suicide preven-

tion hotline phone number
are a common site at Chi-
cago CTA stations, where
some people have died after
jumping in front of trains.

Such measures, though,
are less common in private
buildings than in public
ways, experts say. A request
for comment sent to Brook-
field Properties, which
owns Water Tower Place,
went unanswered.

“It’s kind of up to the
architects to find some-
thing that fits with the
design and has some dis-
couragement to it” said
Steve Moore, co-chair of
the Illinois chapter of the
American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention. “For
Water Tower Place, they
have to look at what they
currently have, and what
can they do to make it
difficult for people.”

Deterrents are especially
important, experts say, be-
cause research shows that
most suicides are impulsive
in a moment of crisis. Most
people who survive an at-
tempt do not try again,
studies show.

“If you take away an easy
way, you may save a life,”
Moore said.

The latest incident hap-
pened about 5 p.m.

Wednesday when a 25-
year-old man fell from the
seventh floor of the mall in
the 800 block of North
Michigan Avenue, a Chi-
cago police spokesman
said. Paramedics took the
man to Northwestern Me-
morial Hospital, where he
was pronounced dead at
5:42 p.m., according to in-
formation from Chicago
police and the medical ex-
aminer’s office. He lived in
West Rogers Park.

A 65-year-old woman
died Nov. 24 when she also
fell from the seventh floor
of the mall. The woman
was pronounced dead at
the scene.

Mark Heyrman, a retired
University of Chicago Law
School professor and a
board member of Mental
Health America of Illinois,
said building owners can
install netting to prevent
deaths from falls, but many
are reluctant to do so be-
cause of aesthetic issues.
He noted that years of
fighting and controversy
preceded the official deci-
sion to install a net below
the Golden Gate Bridge.

“People will think it
looks horrible” he said,
adding that the govern-
ment couldn’t legally com-
pel owners to do it.

Heyrman also said signs
like those in CTA stations
can be cheap and effective

for building owners to use,
but he said there isn’t much
research about how many
people may be deterred by
the signage.

He emphasized, though,
that most people do not try
again after a suicide is
prevented.

That’s why Moore said
it’s especially important to
work to prevent falling
deaths because there is less
of a chance in such in-
stances that life-saving at-
tempts from first respond-
ers will be successful. A
report on suicide lethality
from the Harvard School of
Public Health notes that
“jumping from a great
height shares two elements
in common with firearms
as a suicide method: it is a
highly lethal method and
once the attempt is begun
(the person jumps or pulls
the trigger) it cannot be
stopped.”

“Reducing access to le-
thal means is one very
effective method of suicide
prevention,” Moore said.
“You may be able to save life
permanently.”

For 24/7 help, call the free
and confidential National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline
at 1-800-273-8255.

mabuckley@chicago
tribune.com
pfry@chicagotribune.com
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Nora Leonard died
from liver cancer at 17

Andersonville park will honor the daughter of Second City execs

HEIDI STEVENS
Balancing Act

Kelly Leonard and Anne
Libera wanted a place that
would capture and honor
the spirit of their daughter,
Nora. A place that can live
and breathe and grow, even
as their daughter no longer
gets to. Nora died in August
from liver cancer. She was
17.

Chicago Waldorf School,
where Nora spent all of her
school days, wanted a spirit
around which to shape and
build a new outdoor class-
room and playground on
the cement-covered space
that sits west of their turn-
of-the-century building.
The space, equivalent to six
city lots, used to serve as a
parking lot and playground
when the building housed
Lyman Trumbell Elementa-
ry, a Chicago Public School
that closed in 2013. The lot
was a large part of what
attracted Chicago Waldorf
to the Andersonville prop-
erty it bought in 2018.

On Wednesday, the two
visions came together. The
school held a small, beauti-
ful assembly and an-
nounced the creation of
Nora’s Sun and Moon Park.
It will have climbing struc-
tures and swings and an
herb garden and a fire pit
and room to run and lots of
little moon shapes — a
special love of Nora’s —
hidden throughout.

“We were already in the
process of planning what
the space could be,” Dana
Hegedorn, senior opera-
tions director at Chicago
‘Waldorf School, said. “This
brought a soul into it

In November, Leonard
and his friend Mark Miller
spoke to me for an article
about their ongoing conver-
sations around death and
memorializing. Leonard
said Nora’s ashes sat, four
months after she died, in a
box on her bed. A cemetery
seemed all wrong. He
wanted to visit her and
commune with her at a
place that was loud and

joyful and full of life. Miller,
an architect, told me he’s
working on plans to create a
“spirit park” — or a series of
them — where others who
feel similarly at odds with
the cemetery experience
can honor their loved ones
who’ve passed away.

Hegedorn said she read
the article, and so did some
of Nora’s teachers. They
knew, instantly, their out-
door space needed to be
dedicated to Nora.

“I could just feel Nora,”
Hegedorn said. “She is
meant to be unicycling and
rolling and somersaulting
and falling down and being
silly out there. Taking risks
and exploring and naviga-
ting and getting into things
— that’s so much of who
Nora was.”

The planners, Hegedorn
said, see the park as a place
to honor other members of
the Waldorf community
and neighborhood commu-
nity who’ve passed away.
Cynthia Trevillion, a long-
time teacher at the school,
was killed in 2017 when she
was caught in the gunfire of
a drive-by shooting. Her
spirit will live in Nora’s park
as well.

The school hopes to start
construction on the park by
late spring and complete it
by fall, in time for the 2020-
2021 school year. Once it’s
complete, it will be open to
the community. No fences
or barriers are planned. The
neighborhood will be wel-
comed in, not locked out.

“Nora had a way of
bringing people in and
together,” Hegedorn said.
“This space will do that
too.”

Leonard and Libera are
creative executives at Sec-
ond City. When Nora was
diagnosed with cancer,
celebrities and artists the
world over rallied around
the family, posing for selfies
with #TeamNora signs. Her
August memorial, held at
Second City, was a celebra-
tion of laughter and music
and memories, woven to-
gether with the deepest sort
of grief and missing. Hun-
dreds attended.

At Wednesday’s assem-
bly, Carol Triggiano, one of
Nora’s teachers, stood at a
podium and fought back
tears.

“Nora Leonard took up a
lot of space;” Triggiano said.
“She was a huge spirit. Full
of energy, enthusiasm,
determination, hard work.
That spirit needs a big
space to remember it, to
remember her”

Libera talked about how
much her daughter treas-
ured every Waldorf ritual
and festival, even before she
was old enough tobe a
student there — when she
was just tagging along as
the younger sister of Nick
Leonard, who attended the
school through 12th grade.

“Now she will always be
a part of those rituals, big
and small,” Libera said.

Leonard spoke next.

“We don’t need to pre-
tend this isn’t hard and we
don’t need to pretend we
don’t feel the deepest of
pains for not having her
physically with us,” he said.
“But I think it’s important
to express the gratitude that
she was here. That she was
a gift to all of us and she will
continue to be a gift if we
remember to live our lives
with kindness, resolve and
play. Nora Leonard never
met a playground she didn’t
like, and now she gets to
play on one forever”

The assembly closed
with a group of two dozen
students gathered on stage
in a half-circle. They sang
“Sweet Child of Mine” by
Guns N’ Roses. A har-
monica, a guitar and an
African drum accompanied.
It was a gentle reminder
that the world is full of
beauty, even in the spaces
where grief lives.

“They’re struggling,”
Triggiano told me when I
asked her how the students
are coping with Nora’s
death. “She’s greatly
missed. But I think we’ve all
learned a lot from Kelly and
Anne about grief and dig-
nity and truth and commu-
nity. We can’t even imagine
what they’re living through,
and yet they’ve taught us so
much. I think they’ve in-
spired us and held us to a
higher plane — not just in
this experience, but in how
we move through the world
in the future”

And in that way too, Nora
lives on.

hstevens@chicagotribune.com

BY JEREMY GORNER
AND ToDD LIGHTY

A former investigator
for a city agency that
looked into Chicago police
shootings sought to make
money on the side by
connecting a lawyer with
the family of a teen fatally
shot by a sergeant during a
foot chase, the city’s gov-
ernment watchdog dis-
closed Thursday.

The investigation by the
city Inspector General Jo-
seph Ferguson’s office
found that the investigator
for the now-defunct Inde-
pendent Police Review Au-
thority gave the home ad-
dress for the teen’s family
to an attorney referral
service and arranged for its
business owner and a law-
yer to meet with the family.

The investigator sought
a fee for the referral, Fer-
guson’s office determined.

Based on the alleged
misconduct, Ferguson rec-
ommended the man, by
then a civilian Chicago
police employee, be fired
and placed on the city’s
ineligible-for-rehire list —
steps that the Police De-
partment has taken, ac-
cording to the report.

The inspector general’s
office did not identify the
investigator in its summa-

ry report released Thurs-

City watchdog says he hoped to profit

day, but sources familiar
with the case identified
him as Kelvin Lett, who
was an $88,044-a-year
public records officer for
the Police Department
when he was fired in No-
vember. He is fighting his
firing. Lett had earlier been
dismissed from his job as
an investigator with IPRA
in 2017,

Lett could not be
reached for comment.

Lett had gained atten-
tion in 2018 when he filed a
federal lawsuit alleging
that when he was working
for IPRA, the agency’s top
boss had forced him to find
an officer’s actions unjus-
tified in a shooting, con-
trary to the findings of
Lett’s investigation. How-
ever, a judge threw out that
suit. Lett’s appeal of that
decision was rejected last
week by the 7th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals.

While still with IPRA,
Lett obtained “sensitive in-
formation” from an officer
who'd responded to the
scene of the November
2016 police shooting of
19-year-old Kajuan Raye.
Though Lett was not as-
signed to investigate that
shooting, he failed to
promptly disclose any of
the information — includ-
ing the potential location
of agun — to IPRA.
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Ex-city investigator
meddled in shooting

Raye’s death marked the
second fatal shooting in-
volving Sgt. John Poulos in
three years.

No gun was initially
found in Raye’s possession.
But about three months
later, a handgun was found
along the path of the foot
chase in the South Side’s
West Englewood neigh-
borhood. IPRA’s successor,
the Civilian Office of Police
Accountability, cleared
Poulos of wrongdoing last
year.

“The then-investigator
never informed anyone at
IPRA of contact with the
attorney referral service or
the victim’s family, waited
four days to inform IPRA
of the information re-
ceived from the CPD offi-
cer, and repeatedly called
members of the victim’s
family after their meeting,”
Ferguson’s report said.

Ferguson’s office also
found that Lett lied or
omitted pertinent infor-
mation in interviews with
his bosses as well as inves-
tigators for Ferguson’s of-
fice and the FBL

Raye’s mother ended up
filing a federal lawsuit but
did not choose the attor-
neys Lett tried to line her
up with, the sources said.

jgorner@chicagotri-
bune.com
tlighty@chicagotri-
bune.com

Raises

Continued from Page 1

locked in for four years.

Room, board and manda-
tory fees can at least double
the total cost of college,
absent financial aid.

For instance, the posted
tuition and fees for an Illi-
nois resident at Urbana-
Champaign this year ranges
from $16,000 to $21,000.
Once you add room and
board, course materials and
other expenses, the total
cost is $31,000 to about
$36,000.

Room, board and manda-
tory fees also will go up in
the 2020-21 school year, as
will tuition for out-of-state
and international students,
officials said.

Though trustees sup-
ported the increase, several
said they were concerned
about what it would mean
for affordability, particu-
larly for middle-class fam-
ilies. Trustee Edward L.
McMillan speculated about
the impact on families mak-
ing more than $61,000,
meaning they would not
qualify for U. of Is free
tuition program.

“Those families that are
above that level struggle to
attend UIUC, UIS and
UIC” McMillan said.

Susan Panek, the student
trustee representing UIC,
urged trustees to consider
the impact of the tuition
hikes on students financing
their own education.

“It may seem like $5 here,
$10 here,” Panek said. “But
if you add those dollars up,
that's a textbook for a
course you can take in a
semester.”

The move to raise prices
reflects a constant, compli-
cated battle for university
leaders to balance afford-
ability, competitiveness and
fiscal security.

In-state tuition was un-
changed for several years
under Killeen, though fees
regularly increased at the

Urbana-Champaign and
Chicago campuses. The
freeze, the longest in uni-
versity history, overlapped
the state’s historic budget
impasse and a time when
local schools were battling
to attract Illinoisans.

Residents long have com-
plained that U. of I, the
state’s flagship, is too expen-
sive and does not offer
enough financial aid. Uni-
versity data show all three
University of Illinois
schools remain among the
priciest in their peer groups,
even though other schools
raised their prices during
Illinois’ tuition freeze.

Officials also point out
that the university has in-
vested heavily in financial
aid in the past decade.
About half of all new U. of .
students receive some kind
of financial assistance from
the school, according to
federal data. About two-
thirds of new students get
monetary support from
UIC and about 90% of
first-time students in
Springfield get aid from the
school.

However, schools
throughout the country
have also vastly increased
financial aid and schol-

arships available to Illinois
students, enabling them to
attend a comparable out-of-
state school for the same
price — or less — than
enrolling closer to home.

State data show thou-
sands of Illinois high school
graduates migrate out of
state for college. The major-
ity land in the Midwest, but
schools such as University
of Alabama also have suc-
cessfully attracted high-
achieving Illinoisans.

Despite that, the U. of 1.
system has logged record
enrollment for several
years. Since 2016, following
Killeen’s first full year at the
helm, enrollment has
grown 9.5%, from 81,499 to
89,270 last fall.

Much of thatincrease has
come at UIC, where bur-
geoning freshmen classes
have helped Dboost
enrollment by nearly 15% in
four years. Urbana-Cham-
paign’s enrollment in-
creased by 10% since 2016,
bringing more than 50,000
students to the flagship
campus for the first time.

Itis not just students who
are lured by better offers.
Killeen has said an over-
looked problem is difficulty
hiring and retaining top

ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
University of lllinois President Tim Killeen smiles Thursday after his raise was approved.

faculty. While enrollment
has spiked, the number of
tenure-track faculty has
fallen by 2.6% in the past
decade, a dynamic that can
lead to larger class sizes.

That, he hopes, is what
the tuition increase will
help address.

“Our faculty are the key
reason for the quality of the
academic programs avail-
able at our universities, and
for the increasing numbers
of students enrolling at our
campuses,” Killeen said in a
statement. “These increases
in tuition will allow us to
attract more innovative
educators and researchers
and reward those already
here.”

Trustees agreed but told
leaders they expect to see
the boosted income proper-
ly invested into faculty and
improving student experi-
ence.

“I remain concerned
about the accessory costs
that are beyond the pure
academic mission of our
beloved university,” trustee
Stuart C. King said. “I want
us to do all we can to make
sure these costs are con-
tained, and the students and
their families are being re-
quired to pay only for those

services which they require
as they pursue their educa-

Fees, which help pay for
various student and campus
services, will increase as
follows:

* 2.5% in Urbana-Cham-
paign, totaling $3,162 per
year

* 1% in Chicago, totaling
$3,340 per year

* Fees in Springfield will
remain $2,426 a year.

Undergraduate room and
board will increase as such:

* 3.65%, or by $394, to
$11,168 per year in Urbana-
Champaign

e 2.6%, or by $293, to
$11,553 per year in Chicago.

* Rates will not change at
Springfield. A double-occu-
pancy room in Lincoln Ave-
nue Residence Hall with a
gold meal plan still will cost
$10,810 per year.

For out-of-state and in-
ternational freshmen, tu-
ition would increase by 1.8%
next fall in Urbana-Cham-
paign, 1% in Springfield and
3.5% in Chicago. Tuition for
multiple graduate, profes-
sional and online programs
also will be higher, officials
said, with increases up to
2%.

Also Thursday, uni-
versity trustees extended
Killeen’s tenure as presi-
dent until July 2024.

His base pay would jump
from $600,000 to $835,000,
according to a summary of
the contract, giving him a
40% raise in his salary.
University officials have
contested that calculation,
saying Killeen’s salary in-
crease is about 19%. The
Tribune calculated the dif-
ference by comparing
Killeen’s guaranteed salary
in both contracts: $835,000
versus $600,000.

Killeen assumed the job
in 2015. Each year since
then, Killeen has received a
$100,000 performance
bonus, bringing his regular
pay to $700,000. University
officials said that extra com-
pensation now will be
folded into his base salary

instead of being paid sepa-
rately.

The move to keep Killeen
in the top job for such along
term is a significant one.
The three-school system
has not retained a president
for this length of time since
B. Joseph White served
from 2005 to 2009.

Turnover among upper
administration has been a
problem both at University
of Illinois and throughout
state universities over the
past 15 years. Killeen —
approaching five years of
service, which is average
among college presidents —
now is among the longest-
serving top administrators
in the state.

Killeen also was to re-
ceive a $225,000 bonus for
serving the entirety of his
original five-year contract.
But in the wake of several
state scandals involving pay
for college presidents, the
board rescinded that perk at
Killeen’s request in 2015.

Should he continue in the
job until 2024, however, he
would get a $400,000
bonus. That bonus money
will not be paid if Killeen
resigns or is fired before
2024.

Killeen’s new contract
would make him about the
fifth-highest paid university
president in the Big Ten,
according to a database
maintained by the Chroni-
cle of Higher Education,
putting him behind the
leaders of Penn State, Ohio
State, Indiana University
and University of Michigan.

“This action reflects the
trust of the board in Presi-
dent Killeen’s leadership,
and signifies endorsement
in him to continue to lift the
world-class university sys-
tem closer to the ambitious
goals set by the board to
expand impact on students,
society, and the State of
Illinois,” board members
wrote in the proposal.

drhodes@chicagotribune
.com
Twitter @rhodes_dawn
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Soldier with roots in Chicago
area killed in training accident

BY JESSICA VILLAGOMEZ

A soldier who grew up
near Chicago died during a
free-fall parachute training
exercise in Arizona, accord-
ing to military officials.
Master Sgt. Nathan Good-
man, 36, is the third service
member from the Chicago
area who has died in the last
two weeks.

Goodman died Tuesday
during a “routine military
free-fall training exercise”
near Eloy, Arizona, Col
Nathan Prussian, a U.S.
Army Special Operations

Command spokesman said
in a statement. “Nathan was
a beloved member of 3rd
Special Forces Group and
an exceptional leader in the
Special Operations commu-
nity;” Prussian said.
Goodman lived in Hope
Mills, North Carolina, and
grew up near Chicago, offi-
cials said. He enlisted in
2002 and completed eight
deployments, according to
an Army news release.
Goodman is survived by his
wife and two children. “Our
heartfelt condolences go
out to his family during this

difficult time and our pri-
ority now rests with taking
care of them and our sol-
diers,” Prussian added. The
incident is under investiga-
tion. Henry Mayfield Jr., of
Hazel Crest, 23, died in a
Jan. 5 attack at an airfield in
Kenya. On Jan. 11, officials
confirmed Miguel Villalon,
21, of Aurora, was one of
two service members killed
in a roadside bombing in
Afghanistan’s Kandahar
province.

Jjvillagomez@chicago
tribune.com

Cop charged with beating grandmother

BY MEGAN CREPEAU

A Dixmoor police com-
mander dragged a 66-year-
old grandmother, her feet
dangling off the ground at
times, into the suburb’s po-
lice station and repeatedly
slammed her face into a wall
before charging her with
resisting an officer, Cook
County prosecutors said
Wednesday.

But that case was
dropped — and now Cmdr.
Ronald Burge Jr. faces
charges of aggravated bat-
tery and official misconduct
for the alleged attack last
October on the woman who
weighed 100 pounds less
and stood a foot shorter
than Burge, prosecutors
said.

Burge, 31, a son and
namesake of Dixmoor’s
longtime police chief,
turned himself in Wednes-
day after county investiga-
tors obtained a warrant for
his arrest. He was ordered
held on $20,000 bond by
Judge Mary Marubio, re-
cords show.

The incident — captured
on surveillance video in and
around the station — began
after the undisclosed wom-
an and her family went
there following the arrest of
her grandson, a juvenile,
prosecutors said.

After “an encounter”
with Burge in the station

lobby, prosecutors said, the
boy’s father took cellphone
photos. Burge demanded
the father’s phone and took
him into custody when he
refused, the charges alleged.
The grandmother then tried
to take photos as well,
prompting Burge to demand
she hand over her cell-
phone, according to prose-
cutors.

As the grandmother fled
from the station, Burge
chased her into a parking
lot, grabbed her with one
arm across her chest as he
held his gun in his other
hand, prosecutors said. He
dragged her back to the
station, with her feet dan-
gling above the ground at
times, they said.

Inside the station, Burge
slammed the woman’s face
into a hallway wall three
times and then “violently”
shoved her into a nearby
counter even though the
woman gave no resistance,
prosecutors said. She re-
ported suffering a scrape to
her mouth and pain in her
neck and elbow.

Prosecutors said the
woman was 5-foot-3 and
weighed about 125 pounds
compared with Burge, who
weighed at least 230 pounds
and is 6-foot-3.

She was charged with
resisting an officer, a misde-
meanor, but prosecutors
dropped the charge about a

month later, court records
show.

Burge, who lives in Hazel
Crest, joined the Dixmoor
police as a part-time officer
in June 2017, took on full-
time responsibilities that
November and was pro-
moted to commander just
one month later.

Reached by telephone
Wednesday  evening,
Burge’s father, Dixmoor po-
lice Chief Ronald Burge Sr.,
said he believed the charges
against his son were brought
only for political reasons.

The chief said he had
viewed the video and dis-
puted that his son slammed
the woman into a wall. He
also said she assaulted him
first, grabbing his groin as
she tried to flee.

The elder Burge has him-
self had a controversial,
decadeslong career in law
enforcement, especially
during several stints as Har-
vey’s police chief. After re-
signing in 1995 he was
charged with official mis-
conduct after golf clubs that
had been confiscated by
Harvey police were found in
the trunk of his car and he
was found with a blank
check from the depart-
ment’s drug forfeiture ac-
count, authorities said. A
judge later quashed his ar-
rest, saying Harvey officers
didn’t have cause to stop and
search his car.
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US broke law freezing Ukraine aid

Watchdog says OMB
withheld funding for

‘a policy reason’

By EMILY COCHRANE,
ERIC LIPTON AND
CHRIS CAMERON

The New York Times

WASHINGTON — The
Trump administration vio-
lated the law in withhold-
ing security assistance aid
to Ukraine, a nonpartisan
federal watchdog agency
said, weighing in on a deci-
sion by President Donald
Trump that is at the heart
of the impeachment case
presented to the Senate on
Thursday.

In another development
that touched on the im-
peachment case, a close
associate of Trump’s per-
sonal lawyer and former
New York Mayor Rudy
Giuliani is asserting the
president was directly in-
volved in the effort to pres-
sure Ukraine to investigate
Democratic rival Joe Biden
and his son Hunter Biden,
who was a board member
of the Ukrainian energy
company Burisma.

The watchdog agency,
the Government Account-
ability Office, said the
White House’s Office of
Management and Budget
violated the Impoundment
Control Act when it with-
held nearly $400 million
this summer for “a policy
reason,” even though the
funds had been allocated by
Congress.

The decision to freeze
the aid was directed by
Trump, and during the
House impeachment in-
quiry, administration offi-
cials testified they had
raised concerns about its
legality to no avail.

“Faithful execution of
the law does not permit the
president to substitute his
own policy priorities for
those that Congress has
enacted into law;” the ac-
countability office wrote in
an opinion released Thurs-
day. “The withholding was
not a programmatic delay.”

The impoundment law,
first enacted in 1974 over
the veto of President Rich-
ard Nixon, limits a presi-
dent’s power to withhold
money that has been allo-
cated by Congress, requir-
ing approval from the legis-
lative branch to do so.

The allegation that

Trump withheld the secu-
rity assistance as part of a
campaign to pressure
Ukraine to launch investi-
gations of his political rivals
is at the heart of the im-
peachment investigation.

Giuliani’s associate Lev
Parnas has said he deliv-
ered an ultimatum in May,
at the former New York
mayor’s behest, to the in-
coming president of
Ukraine that no senior U.S.
officials would attend his
inauguration and U.S. aid
would be withheld if an
investigation into Biden
wasn’t announced.

Parnas made several po-

= #
e\

PETE MAROVICH/THE NEW YORK TIMES

The allegation that President Trump withheld military aid as part of a campaign to press Ukraine to launch an investiga-
tion into Joe Biden is key to the impeachment investigation.

tentially explosive claims in
a televised interview
Wednesday night with
MSNBC’s Rachel Maddow.

“President Trump knew
exactly what was going on,”
said Parnas, a Soviet-born
Florida businessman facing
a raft of criminal charges
related to campaign fi-
nance violations. “He was
aware of all my movements.
I wouldn’t do anything
without the consent of
Rudy Giuliani, or the presi-
dent”

The day after Parnas said
he delivered the message,
the State Department an-
nounced that Vice Presi-

dent Mike Pence would no
longer be attending the
inauguration of Ukrainian
President Volodymir Ze-
lenskiy.

Parnas alleged that
Trump ordered Pence to
stay away at the behest of
Giuliani to send a message
to the incoming Ukrainian
administration that they
needed to take seriously the
demand for an investiga-
tion into Joe Biden, a po-
tential threat to Trump’s
2020 reelection.

For his part, Trump on
Thursday repeated denials
that he is acquainted with
Parnas, despite numerous

photos that have emerged
of the two men together,
including a May 2018 din-
ner at the White House.

“I meet thousands and
thousands of people as
president. I take thousands
of pictures,” Trump said,
speaking to reporters in the
Oval Office. “I don’t know
him, I never had a conver-
sation that I remember

with him?”
Parnas said he also heard
Giuliani and another

Trump-aligned defense
lawyer, Victoria Toensing,
briefing Attorney General
William Barr by phone
about their efforts to pres-
sure the Ukrainian govern-
ment to announce the in-
vestigation into the Bidens.

“Barr was basically on
the team,” Parnas said.

The Justice Department
said in September that
Trump had not spoken to
Barr about having Ukraine
investigate the Bidens and
that the attorney general
had not discussed Ukraine
with Giuliani. Justice De-
partment spokeswoman
Kerri Kupec said Wednes-
day that Parnas’ claims
were “100% false.”

GAO officials said
Thursday that the timing of
the agency’s ruling, as the
impeachment trial was get-
ting underway, was coinci-
dental.

“Our legal decisions are
issued when we have com-
pleted all our legal research
and are ready to come to a
sound conclusion,” Thom-
as Armstrong, the GAO’s
general counsel, said in a
statement.

The White House
budget office rejected the
report’s conclusions.

Associated Press contrib-
uted.

By MuJiB MASHAL
AND TAIMOOR SHAH
The New York Times

KABUL, Afghanistan —
The Taliban have offered a
brief period of reducing
violence in Afghanistan
during ongoing negotia-
tions with U.S. diplomats,
three officials familiar with
the talks said Thursday, a
concession seen as impor-
tant to finalizing a prelimi-
nary peace deal between
the insurgents and the
United States to end their
18-year war.

If the U.S. side accepts
the offer, it could amount to
the most significant devel-
opment in the yearlong
negotiations since talks re-
sumed after President
Donald Trump had scut-
tled the peace process on
the eve of a deal in Septem-
ber.

Though the pledge to
reduce violence falls short
of the overarching long-
term cease-fire sought by
the Afghan government,
Western diplomats had
said getting the Taliban to
agree to more than a mod-
est reduction in attacks
would be difficult before
the withdrawal of foreign
forces gets underway.

Details of the offer, con-
firmed by Western and
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U.S. military personnel fly over Helmand province in Afghanistan. The Taliban’s willing-
ness to reduce violence is likely to lead to the signing of a deal with the United States.

In US talks, Taliban offer to
curb violence in Afghanistan

Taliban officials familiar
with the negotiations, were
unclear, though the Taliban
have said in the past that a
reduction in violence
would mean scaling back
attacks on major cities and
highways.

Also unclear was the
duration of any reduction
— though one Taliban offi-
cial suggested it was from
seven to 10 days — and
whether the American side
had agreed to the Taliban
proposal, which was made
on Wednesday. The two
sides continued to talk on
Thursday.

In a sign that the talks
may have reached an im-
portant stage, the top com-
mander of US. and NATO
forces in Afghanistan, Gen.
Austin Miller, joined the
US. negotiating team in
Doha, Qatar, officials said.

The issue of whether to
agree to a cease-fire before
the departure of the
roughly 13,000 U.S. forces
and thousands more NATO
troops has been an exist-
ential one for the Taliban,
who see violence as their
most important leverage.
The insurgents spent more
than a month deliberating
Washington’s demand.

Members of the Taliban
negotiating team repeat-
edly traveled from Doha,

where the talks are taking
place, to consult with the
group’s leaders and com-
manders in Pakistan, where
they enjoy havens. In the
end, they came back to the
Americans with a proposal
of reducing violence for a
brief period.

Some officials suggested
the arrangement could es-
sentially amount to a cease-
fire — in which no attacks
are carried out — without
explicitly using the term,
which some Taliban lead-
ers believe would divide
their ranks.

The Taliban’s willing-
ness to reduce violence is
likely to lead to the signing
of the deal between the
insurgents and the United
States that includes a grad-
ual withdrawal of U.S.
troops from Afghanistan in
return for a Taliban pledge
that Afghan soil will not be
used by international ter-
rorist groups to launch at-
tacks against the United
States and its allies.

The signing of a deal
would then move the peace
process to its next stage, in
which the insurgents
would sit with the Afghan
government, so far ex-
cluded in the talks and
other political factions to
negotiate future power-
sharing.

Trump boosts school prayer,

faith groups as he rallies base

By COLLIN BINKLEY
AND ELANA SCHOR
Associated Press

In a bid to solidify his
evangelical base, President
Donald Trump took steps
Thursday to give religious
organizations easier access
to federal programs and he
reaffirmed students’ rights
to pray in public schools.

Under orders from
Trump, nine Cabinet de-
partments proposed rules
intended to remove “regu-
latory burdens” on reli-
gious organizations partici-
pating in federal programs
by eliminating a require-
ment that they refer people
to alternative providers up-
on request. Much of that
follows through on an exe-
cutive order by Trump
from 2018 that aims to put
religious groups on equal
footing when competing
for federal grants and other
funding.

At the same time, the
Education Department is-
sued its first updated guid-
ance on school prayer since
2003. While Trump prom-
ised “big action” this
month, the new guidance
appears to make few major
changes.

The expansion of faith-
based groups’ ability to
participate in government
programs is a significant
show of support for an
evangelical constituency
long a vital part of Trump’s
base, and it follows a Chris-
tian magazine’s call for his
removal from office.

Trump announced the
guidance on school prayer
at a White House event
Thursday. A directive or-
ders states to verify that
school districts have no
policies limiting constitu-
tionally protected prayer
and to refer violators to the
Education Department.
That’s much like the 2003
guidance, but the directive
goes further in requiring
states to provide ways for
making complaints against
schools.

Students can pray on
their own or together dur-

YURI GRIPAS/ABACA PRESS

Participants get emotional as President Donald Trump
announces the guidance on school prayer Thursday.

ing lunch or other free
times, for example, and
student speakers can pray
at assemblies or sports
games as long as they wer-
en’t chosen to speak based
on their religious perspec-
tives, according to the guid-
ance.

“Our actions today will
protect the constitutional
rights of students, teachers,
and faith-based institu-
tions,” Education Secretary
Betsy DeVos said in a state-
ment.

Hours before Trump’s
event, federal agencies an-
nounced moves to bolster
faith-based organizations.
For example, a proposal
from the Department of
Health and Human Serv-
ices would eliminate a re-
quirement that religious-
based social service organi-
zations inform clients that
they can also receive serv-
ices from groups without
connection to a particular
religion.

Civil rights advocates
said the administration
risked empowering dis-
criminatory behavior in the
name of religious freedom.

The regulations “will
make it more difficult to
access critical social serv-
ices, just because someone
is LGBTQ or a different
faith,” the American Civil
Liberties Union tweeted.
“It’s 2020 and religious
freedom is STILL not a
license to harm others.”

But Johnnie Moore, a

member of Trump’s evan-
gelical advisory board, lau-
ded the moves as a fresh
sign of Trump’s commit-
ment to religious freedom.

“The White House isn’t
saying whether one should
pray or to whom or what
they should pray to,” Moore
said by email. He added
that “they are simply mak-
ing it clear that in the
United States students have
First Amendment rights
also, and our ‘separation of
church and state’ wasn’t
intended to suppress a vi-
brant religious life in
America but to facilitate it

About 8 in 10 self-identi-
fied white evangelical Prot-
estants approved of
Trump’s performance, ac-
cording to AP-NORC
polling last month. But the
president has nonetheless
moved to shore up his
already strong connection
to this bloc since an editori-
al in the magazine Christi-
anity Today called for his
removal from office.

By returning attention to
school prayer, Trump could
revive a debate that had
largely fallen to the periph-
ery of national politics in
recent years.

Public schools have been
barred from leading stu-
dents in classroom prayer
since 1962, when the
Supreme Court said it vio-
lated a First Amendment
clause forbidding the es-
tablishment of a govern-
ment religion.
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Trump plck ‘Strong, silent type’

Lead counsel has
little experience in
courtroom trials

By AAMER MADHANI

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pat
Cipollone doesn’t seem
like Donald Trump’s kind
of fixer.

His manner is unassum-
ing. He hasn’t spent much
time playing a lawyer in
courtoron TV.

But the president has
turned to Cipollone, his
White House counsel,
when it matters most — to
lead his defense in his
impeachment trial.

Cipollone, 53, spent
most of his career in com-
mercial litigation and
doesn’t have extensive ex-
perience with trials. The
son of Italian immigrants,
devout Catholic and father
of 10 is more likely to be
caught on the edge of a
camera’s frame than be-
hind the mic.

“He’s the strong, silent
type,” Trump said of Cipol-
lone at a recent White
House event marking the
150th judicial appointment
of his presidency.

The White House de-
clined to make Cipollone
as well as other adminis-
tration officials available to
comment for this story.

In correspondence with
House Democrats during
the impeachment saga,
Cipollone has shown a
knack for channeling the
president’s provocative
rhetoric.

Cipollone has forcefully
defended Trump’s right to
executive privilege and ar-
gued that congressional in-

ANDREW HARNIK/AP

White House Counsel Pat Cipollone, right, will lead President Trump’s defense team.

vestigators have no right to
question White House ad-
visers about conversations
with the president on
withholding military aid
from Ukraine.

Democrats say Trump
withheld the military aid to
pressure Ukrainian offi-
cials to investigate his po-
litical rival, former Vice
President Joe Biden.

One former GOP con-
gressional attorney was so
taken aback by the over-
the-top tone of an eight-
page letter that Cipollone
sent to House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi in October
that he described the ap-
proach as “bananas.”

In the letter, Cipollone
refused to allow White
House cooperation with
the House impeachment
probe.

Other critics say the
letter deepened Demo-
crats’ case that Trump had
committed an abuse of

power and obstructed jus-
tice in his pursuit of dirt on
Biden.

“Pat’s approach has es-
sentially led to Article 2
(obstruction of justice) of
the articles of impeach-
ment,” said Neil Eggleston,
who served as White
House counsel during the
Obama administration and
briefly worked with Cipol-
lone at a law firm. “I
suspect his style is driven
by his client”

But Cipollone’s backers
counter that he’s proven a
capable defender of
Trump’s view on executive
power.

“Pat Cipollone will be
defending executive power
from time to time during
the Senate proceedings,
which will be swimming
upstream from certain seg-
ments of the media” said
Leonard Leo, a conserva-
tive attorney and co-chair-
man of The Federalist So-

ciety who has consulted
with the Trump adminis-
tration on judicial nomina-
tions and was among those
who recommended Cipol-
lone for the White House
counsel post.

Cipollone has been in-
volved in plenty of high-
profile cases in private
practice, building a career
around complex litigation.
He was among the lawyers
who sued credit reporting
company Equifax in 2017
on behalf of consumers
affected by a massive data
breach.

Early in his career,
Cipollone worked with At-
torney General William
Barr during the George
HW. Bush administration.

Barr was appointed by
Trump last year to again
serve as attorney general,
soon after Cipollone was
tapped to be White House
counsel.

Trump has also chosen

Jay Sekulow, a Trump per-
sonal attorney, to have a
major role on his defense
team. Sekulow has argued
before the Supreme Court
at least a dozen times and
represented the president
during special counsel
Robert Mueller’s investiga-
tion into Russian interfer-
ence in the 2016 election.

Leo, the conservative le-
gal advocate, and Cipol-
lone have worked together
at influential Washington-
based Catholic organiza-
tions, including as found-
ers of National Catholic
Prayer Breakfast and on
the board of the Catholic
Information Center. The
latter group calls itself an
“intellectual hub” of Cath-
olic thinkers and is affiliat-
ed with the ultraconserva-
tive order Opus Dei.

Melanie Sloan, an attor-
ney with the liberal group
American Oversight who
attended the University of
Chicago Law School with
Cipollone, said they agree
on little politically. But
Sloan called him a person
of integrity and generosity.

Sloan reconnected with
Cipollone a few years ago,
when she called him to ask
for assistance on a legal
matter and he was eager to
help.

She called to congratu-
late Cipollone not long
after Trump picked him to
serve as his White House
counsel. Sloan said she told
Cipollone that she was
surprised that he would
want to take a job with
Trump, someone she saw
as out-of-step with Cipol-
lone’s character.

“He told me that he saw
the president differently
than I did,” Sloan recalled.

Senate

Continued from Page 1

sisted judges are not politi-
cians and is expected to
serve as a referee for the
proceedings. Senators rose
quickly when he appeared
in his plain black robe.

“Will all senators now
stand, and remain standing
and raise their right hand,”
Roberts said.

“Do you solemnly swear
that in all things appertain-
ing to the trial of the
impeachment of Donald
John Trump, president of
the United States, now
pending, you will do impar-
tial justice according to the
Constitution and laws, so
help you God?”

The senators responded
they would, and then they
lined up to sign an oath
book.

Trump faces two
charges after the House
voted to impeach him last
month. One, that he abused
his presidential power by
pressuring Ukraine to in-
vestigate Democratic rival
Joe Biden, using military
aid to the country as lever-
age. Trump is also charged
with obstructing Congress’
ensuing probe.

Trump insists he did
nothing wrong, and he dis-
missed the trial anew
Thursday at the White
House.

Eventual acquittal is ex-
pected in the Republican-
controlled Senate. Howev-
er, new revelations are
mounting about Trump’s
actions toward Ukraine.

The Government Ac-
countability Office said
Thursday that the White
House violated federal law
in withholding the security
assistance to Ukraine,
which shares a border with
hostile Russia.

At the same time, an
indicted associate of
Trump’s personal lawyer
Rudy Giuliani, Lev Parnas,

has turned over to prose-
cutors new documents
linking the president to the
shadow foreign policy be-
ing run by Giuliani.

The developments ap-
plied fresh pressure to
senators to call more wit-
nesses for the trial, a main
bone of contention that is
still to be resolved. The
White House has in-
structed officials not to
comply with subpoenas
from Congress requesting
witnesses or other infor-
mation.

“What is the president
hiding? What is he afraid
of?” asked Senate Demo-
cratic leader Chuck
Schumer.

“The gravity of these
charges is self-evident,” he

said. “The House of Repre-
sentatives has accused the
president of trying to shake
down a foreign leader for
personal gain.”

House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said the new infor-
mation from Parnas de-
mands an investigation,
which she doesn’t expect
from Trump’s attorney
general. “This is an exam-
ple of all of the president’s
henchmen, and I hope that
the senators do not become
part of the president’s
henchmen.”

Before the swearing-in,
House Democrats prose-
cuting the case stood be-
fore the Senate, and Rep.
Adam Schiff of the Intelli-
gence Committee formally
read the articles of im-

peachment.

Seven lawmakers, led by
Schiff and Rep. Jerry
Nadler of the Judiciary
Committee, made the sol-
emn walk across the Capi-
tol for a second day.

All eyes were on Schiff as
he stood at a lectern in the
well of the chamber, a
space usually reserved for
senators.

“House Resolution 755,
Impeaching Donald John
Trump, president of the
United States, for high
crimes and misdemean-
ors,” he began, reading the
nine pages.

The other House prose-
cutors stood to his side.

Senators said later that
when Roberts appeared
the solemnity of the occa-
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Chief Justice John Roberts walks behind Sens. Lindsey Graham, from left, Roy Blunt and Patrick Leahy at the Capitol.

sion took hold. Security
was tight at the Capitol.

“I thought this is a his-
toric moment, and you
could have heard a pin
drop,” said Sen. John
Cornyn, R-Texas. “And so I
think the gravity of what
are undertakingI think was
sinking in for all of us”’

GOP Sen. James Inhofe
was absent, home in Okla-
homa for a family medical
issue, but plans to take the
oath when he returns as
the full trial begins next
week, his office said.

The Senate will issue a
formal summons to the
White House to appear,
with the president’s legal
team expected to respond
by Saturday. Opening argu-
ments begin Tuesday.

‘Deport’
plate fuels
a review

in Utah

Reported tags to
get extra attention,
lawmakers are told

BY LINDSAY
WHITEHURST
Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY —
Personalized license plates
that spark multiple com-
plaints will get extra scru-
tiny in Utah amid questions
about how a plate embla-
zoned with the phrase “DE-
PORTM” could be on the
road despite strict state
rules and previous objec-
tions.

If more than one person
reports a particular plate, it
will now be flagged for extra
attention and reviewed by
the attorney general’s office,
said Scott Smith, who over-
sees the motor vehicles di-
vision as executive director
of the Utah Tax Commis-
sion.

“The safety net here is
the general public,” Smith
told lawmakers at a hearing
this week that came after a
photo of the “deport” plate
gained widespread atten-
tion online.

Among other rules, Utah
prohibits vanity plates that
express contempt for any
race, religion or political

opinion.

License plates don’t carry
unlimited freedom of
speech rights, he said.

Most states have restric-
tions regarding vehicle tags,
and Utah has denied mes-
sages ranging from
“STRIPPN” to “RED-
WINE” to “JEWELZZ,” ac-
cording to a list provided to
The Associated Press.

Even if approved, plates
can be recalled if they are
found to break the rules.

In the case of the “de-
port” plate, it’s unclear how
it was approved in 2015.
Since then, complaints from
the public have been taken
properly, but higher-ups
halted the recall process,
Smith said.

The plate is now under
review. The owner has not
been identified.

The issue came to the
forefront after a photo of
the plate gained attention
online this month. English
teacher Matt Pacenza spot-
ted it in Salt Lake City
during his drive home,
snapped a quick photo and
posted it on Twitter and
Facebook.

“It did jump out at me. T
was surprised by it,” he said.
So, he did a quick search
online. “What you find out
right away is they do reject
all kinds of plates.”

The state, which gets
about 450 requests a month
for vanity plates, also bars
messages that are vulgar,
reference drugs or sex acts
or suggest something dan-
gerous.

Still, the process can be
challenging and is inher-
ently somewhat subjective,
Smith said.

With that in mind,
Democratic Sen. Luz Es-
camilla and Republican
Rep. Marc Roberts said
they’ll weigh sponsoring a
proposal to put more objec-
tive requirements into law.
Utah is deeply conservative,
but tends to be welcoming
to immigrants and refugees.

“We’re all humans, and
we don’t always get it right,”
Republican Sen. Jacob An-
deregg said. “The license
plate all over the news,
DEPORTM, I think does
not reflect the society’s
opinion at large, despite
where we may have politi-
cal differences and con-
cerns over aspects of our
immigration laws.”

Ukraine opens probe of possible tracking of US envoy

BY YURAS KARMANAU
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Police
in Ukraine are investigating
whether the U.S. ambas-
sador came under illegal
surveillance by an unknown
party before the Trump
administration recalled her
from Kyiv, Ukrainian au-
thorities said Thursday.

The announcement
came two days after Demo-
cratic lawmakers in the
United States released
documents and text mes-
sages that showed an asso-

ciate of President Donald
Trump’s personal lawyer,
Rudy Giuliani, communi-
cating with another of Giu-
liani’s associates about Am-
bassador Marie
Yovanovitch’s removal.

In announcing the inves-
tigation, the Ukrainian Inte-
rior Ministry said the coun-
try’s police “are not interfer-
ing in the internal political
affairs of the United States”
by conducting the probe.

The ambassador’s firing
last spring was at the center
of the inquiry launched by
House Democrats that led

to the president’s impeach-

ment. But it was the trove of

newly released information
from smartphones belong-
ing to Giuliani associate Lev
Parnas that prompted the
Ukrainian police investiga-
tion.

In text messages to Par-
nas, Republican congres-
sional candidate Robert
Hyde gave updates on
Yovanovitch’s location and
cellphone use. Hyde sug-
gested in a tweet this week
that the messages were a
joke.

Parnas has said Hyde’s

texts shouldn’t be taken
seriously, but officials in
Ukraine indicated they have
a legal obligation to deter-
mine if the former ambas-
sador was subject to surveil-
lance by an unknown party.

There was no comment
from the State Department,
and its silence on the matter
has alarmed a number of
current and former di-
plomats who are demand-
ing action from an adminis-
tration that says security of
its personnel overseas is a

paramount concern.

In another move touch-

ing on the Trump impeach-
ment, Ukraine said it was
investigation
into reports that Russian
hackers gained access to
computers of the Ukrainian

opening an

gas company Burisma.

Hunter Biden, the son of
Trump opponent Joe Bid-
en, was on the board of that
company. The impeach-
ment inquiry began with
allegations that Trump had
tried to pressure Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskiy into investigating
Burisma by withholding

promised military aid.

ALEX BRANDON/AP

The Trump administration
recalled former U.S. Am-
bassador to Ukraine Marie
Yovanovitch last spring.
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Lawyer embraces contrarian role

Weinstein defender
earns scorn of some
on the #MeToo side

By JAN RANsOM
The New York Times

It was about an hour into
Harvey Weinstein’s rape tri-
al when his lead defense
lawyer came under attack.
The prosecutor called a
recent media blitz intended
to discredit Weinstein’s ac-
cusers “an abomination”
and asked the judge to put
an end to it with a gag order.

But the defense lawyer,
Donna Rotunno, lashed
back at the prosecutor, Joan
Tluzzi.

“Ms. Illuzzi stands in this
courtroom and calls my
client a predator and then
has the nerve to say I
shouldn’t go out and discuss
this case” Rotunno said.
“She wants everyone out
there to convict Mr. Wein-
stein before one piece of
evidence comes before this
court.”

Longbefore an avalanche
of allegations against Wein-
stein set off a global reckon-
ing over sexual harassment,
Rotunno was steadily build-
ing a career as a criminal
lawyer in Chicago with an
unusual specialty: defend-
ing men accused of sex
crimes.

As the #MeToo move-
ment grew, she embraced
the role of contrarian, argu-
ing that a public rush to
condemn men accused of
sexual misconduct and as-
sault was shredding reputa-
tions and careers without
due process. Even if the
movement had helped the
feminist cause, she said, it
came at too high a price.

“If we have 500 positives
that come from a move-
ment, but the one negative
is that it strips you of your
right to due process and a
fair trial, and the presump-
tion of innocence, then to
me, not one of those things
can outweigh the one bad,”
she said in an interview.
“We can’t have movements
that strip us of our funda-
mental rights”

MARY ALTAFFER/AP

Attorney Donna Rotunno leads Harvey Weinstein from court Jan. 7 in New York City. Weinstein is accused of rape.

Weinstein, who made no
secret of wanting to cast a
woman as his courtroom
champion, asked Rotunno
to lead his defense team in
May, after parting ways
with two sets of lawyers led
by men.

Since then, Rotunno has
emerged as a paradoxical
and polemical figure, who
hasdecided to defend a man
reviled by many women as
the embodiment of chau-
vinism and sexual miscon-
duct.

That has earned her the
scorn of some women’s
rights advocates, who have
suggested she may be moti-
vated as much by the recog-
nition and future work the
case will bring her as by her
legal principles.

“Her willingness to claim
that #MeToo has gone too
far is attached to a steady
stream of big paychecks, but
is not supported by the
facts,” said Jane Manning,
an advocate for rape victims
and a former New York City
sex crimes prosecutor.

While the movement has
encouraged women to
speak up about sexual as-
sault and has highlighted
the failures of law enforce-
ment to hold some men
responsible for sexual
crimes, in Rotunno’s opin-
ion, the cultural pendulum
has swung too far. Many of
her clients are considered
guilty until proven inno-
cent, she said.

While women should ne-
ver be forced to do things
they do not want to do, she
said, she thinks they also
must bear responsibility for
their decisions.

“You can’t just have it
both ways and say, ‘I should
be able to do whatever I
want without conse-
quences. I should put my-
self in any situation I want
and play victim; ” Rotunno
said. “Having voluntary sex
with someone even if it is a
begrudging act is not a
crime after the fact.”

She added: “What hap-
pens with #BelieveAll-
Women is that we’re just

supposed to believe you
without any pushback, or
questioning, oOr cross-ex-
amination. I think that’s
dangerous.”

Rotunno grew up in the
Chicago suburbs, the grand-
daughter of a police officer
and the daughter of a
businessman in the grocery
industry and a teacher.

Even as a child, Rotunno
became fascinated with
practicing law while watch-
ing the television series
“The Paper Chase,” which
was about a first-year Har-
vard Law School student.

She went to a local Cath-
olic college, graduated from
the Chicago-Kent College
of Law, then landed a job as
a clerk with the Cook
County state’s attorney’s of-
fice in 1997 Three years
later, she became an assist-
ant state’s attorney in Illi-
nois, working on domestic
violence cases and felony
crimes.

By 2003, she had gone
into private practice with a
defense lawyer, and two

years later, at age 29, she
started her own firm.

“She decided to do some-
thing a lot of women don’t
do,” said David Erickson, a
retired judge who had once
been her supervisor in the
state’s attorney’s office.
“Strike out on her own.”

In Chicago, she became
known for her personal
style and for winning crimi-
nal trials and specializing in
sex crimes.

Rotunno, who describes
herself as “a reasonable-
minded independent,” said
she finds it disheartening
that the #MeToo move-
ment has affected routine
exchanges between men
and women.

“It’s sad,” she said, “that
men have to worry about
being complimentary and
pleasant to women.”

When it comes to sex
crimes cases, Rotunno has
lost only once at trial. She
keeps a courtroom sketch
from that case taped to a
wall in her office.

Her client Demarco

Whitley, then 19, a former
high school football player,
was convicted of raping a
15-year-old girl and sen-
tenced to 16 years in prison.
Rotunno believes the “real
perpetrator” was Whitley’s
cousin, who was also ac-
cused of participating in the
attack but who died in a car
crash before trial. Her cli-
ent, she said, was “the
follower.”

She put the teenage girl
through a brutal cross-ex-
amination, because “her
story was not great.” After-
ward, she asked the prose-
cutor to pass a message on
to the girl: “Tell her T had a
jobto do.Idon’t want this to
define what happens to
her”

Rotunno’s skill at under-
mining accusers on the wit-
ness stand will be put to the
test in the Weinstein trial.

The Manhattan District
Attorney’s Office plans to
call six women to testify
about their allegations that
Weinstein sexually as-
saulted them, though many
of those incidents are too
old to be charged as sepa-
rate crimes.

The prosecution’s case
hinges almost entirely on
the jury believing the wom-
en’s accounts, since there is
little or no physical evi-
dence. Weinstein is charged
with raping one woman in a
Manhattan hotel room in
2013 and forcing oral sex on
a second woman in his
apartment in 2006. The
other women will be called
to show a pattern of behav-
ior.

As a woman, Rotunno
anticipates that she can take
a harder line against Wein-
stein’s accusers without
looking like a bully. Jurors,
she said, will simply see two
women having a conversa-
tion.

Gloria Allred, a lawyer
who represents two of We-
instein’s accusers, disa-
greed.

“A bully is a bully, regard-
less of their gender;” Allred
said. “I don’t believe it is
appropriate to go after a
victim on the stand with
venom.”

Obamacare still alive
despite loss of penalty

Mandate gone, but
sign-ups show no
signs of tailing off

BY RICARDO
ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
repeal of an unpopular fine
for people without health
insurance has had little im-
pact on Obamacare sign-
ups or premiums, a gap
between the real world and
legal arguments from con-
servatives again challenging
the Affordable Care Act.

The 10-year-old law has
proved more resilient than
its creators or detractors
imagined, even as the
Supreme Court considers
whether to take up the
latest effort to roll it back.

Opponents argue that the
constitutionality of the en-
tire 900-page law hinges on
the now-toothless penalty
for not having health insur-
ance. Collected as a tax by
the IRS, the penalty was
intended to enforce the
law’s “individual mandate”
that Americans be insured.
A previous set the fines to
$0, effective last year.

“We've gotten a lot of
evidence by now about
what the market looks like
without a mandate penalty,

and on the whole it looks
pretty stable, which is sur-
prising because that’s not
what most people would
have expected when the
ACA was being written,”
said Cynthia Cox, who di-
rects research on the health
law for the nonpartisan
Kaiser Family Foundation.

A recently released Kai-
ser study found that remov-
al of the penalty pushed
premiums up about 5% go-
ing into 2019, but the bot-
tom line was a wash be-
cause of other factors. In-
surers appeared to be mak-
ing healthy profits.

The penalty was thought
to be critical when the law
was being written in 2009-
10. The idea was to nudge
healthy people to sign up,
helping keep premiums in
check. But Cox said there’s
no indication that healthy
people have dropped out in
droves.

In one telling statistic, the
Kaiser study found that
average hospital days per
1,000 people enrolled
dipped slightly in 2019, even
after the penalty was elimi-
nated.

Partial sign-up numbers
for 2020 released Wednes-
day by the government
point to stability. Nearly 8.3
million people enrolled in
the 38 states served by the

federal HealthCare.gov
website. That’s down only
about 2% from last year,
when one additional state
was using HealthCare.gov.
A final count including that
state — Nevada — and oth-
ers that run their own
sign-up efforts is expected
by the spring.

The insurance mandate
was the central issue when
the Supreme Court first
upheld the health care law
in 2012, over a year before
HealthCare.gov opened for
business.

Chief Justice John Rob-
erts cast the key vote in that
5-4 decision. He found that
Congress lacked constitu-
tional authority to require
that Americans have health
insurance. But because
Congress has broad powers
to levy taxes, Roberts ruled
that a tax on people who did
not purchase coverage of-
fered them was constitu-
tional. That allowed the law
to survive what’s still seen
as its most serious legal
challenge.

Kathleen Sebelius, health
secretary for President
Barack Obama, said in 2012
that it was generally ac-
cepted that the insurance
mandate was part of a
three-legged stool key to
stable markets. The other
two legs were taxpayer-
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provided subsidies for pre-
miums and a guarantee that
patients with preexisting
medical conditions could
no longer be turned down
or charged more.

“It was thought that the
trade-off for changing the
rules on preexisting condi-
tions would have to be some
penalty incentive so you
would get healthy people in
the pool, along with not-
healthy people” Sebelius
said. “What became clear
when the law went into
effect (in 2014) is that the
subsidies in many ways pro-
vided a greater incentive for
people to get health insur-
ance.”

Those subsides are de-
signed so that low- and
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A screen grab from the website HealthCare.gov, where nearly 8.3 million people in 38
states enrolled in 2020 coverage, according to partial numbers released Wednesday.

moderate-income house-
holds only spend a fixed
percentage of their incomes
on premiums, shielding
consumers from high
sticker prices.

Cox agreed that the law’s
“carrots” seem to have
made more of a difference
than its “stick”

Fast-forward to 2018 and
a coalition of conservative
states led by Texas won a
lower court decision that
the insurance mandate was
still critical, in a legal and
constitutional sense.

U.S. District Judge Reed
O’Connor in Texas ruled
that by zeroing out the tax
penalty, Congress rendered
the insurance mandate un-
constitutional, and without

it the entire health law must
fall. President Donald
Trump agreed.

Recently, a federal ap-
peals court in New Orleans
agreed with O’Connor that
an unenforceable insurance
mandate is unconstitu-
tional. But the appeals court
sent the case back to him to
see whether other parts of
the law can stand.

Defending the law, a co-
alition of Democratic-led
states, along with the U.S.
House, appealed to the
Supreme Court, seeking a
fast-track decision amid this
year’s presidential election.
The court had asked law-
yers for the conservative
states to respond by Friday
on the timing question.

STEVE HELBER/AP

Supporters of gun laws hold photos of gun victims Monday
in Richmond. A pro-gun rally is scheduled next week.

Judge upholds firearms ban at Va.

BY DENISE LAVOIE
Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — A
judge Thursday upheld a
ban on firearms at a pro-gun
rally scheduled next week
in Virginia, rejecting a re-
quest from gun rights
groups who had sued to
overturn it.

The Virginia Citizens De-
fense League and Gunown-
ers of America filed a law-
suit Thursday seeking an
injunction against the ban,
which Gov. Ralph Northam
had imposed for a rally

scheduled to take place
Monday on the grounds of
the Virginia Capitol.

In her written ruling,
Richmond Circuit Court
Judge Joi Taylor said the
governor has the authority
under state law to take
action related to “the safety
and welfare” of the state.

Taylor cited rulings from
the U.S. Supreme Court and
other courts that found the
Second Amendment right
to bear arms is not unlim-
ited. Because of that, she
wrote, the gun rights groups
would not “suffer an irrepa-

rable harm” sufficient to
justify the injunction.

The judge’s ruling came
hours after the FBI an-
nounced the arrest of three
alleged white supremacists
in Maryland, two of whom
authorities said had built an
assault rifle and purchased
large quantities of ammuni-
tion.

Virginia’s solicitor gen-
eral, Toby Heytens had ar-
gued during Thursday’s
hearing that the governor
was well within his author-
ity to declare the state of
emergency and ban weap-

gun rally

ons after law enforcement
identified “credible evi-
dence” that armed out-of-
state groups planned to
come to Virginia with the
possible intention of partic-
ipating in a “violent insur-
rection.”

David Browne, an attor-
ney for the gun rights
groups, argued prohibiting
rallygoers from carrying
guns would violate their
Second Amendment and
First Amendment rights.

Browne said that carry-
ing a gun is a form of
symbolic speech.
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FBI plans to notify states about
election breaches at local level

WASHINGTON — The
FBI, in a change of policy,
is committing to inform
state officials if local elec-
tion systems have been
breached, federal officials
said Thursday.

In the past, the FBI
would alert local govern-
ments about attacks on
their electoral systems
without automatically
sharing that information
with the state. That meant
state officials, left in the
dark, might be in a posi-
tion of certifying the accu-

racy of election results
without realizing there
had been problems in in-
dividual counties. Alerting
local governments about
breaches, but not the
states, was in keeping with
FBI policy of protecting
the privacy and identities
of actual hacking victims.

Now, though, the FBI
will notify both counties
victimized by breaches as
well as the state’s chief
election official, and the
notification is to be done
in person.

Guatemala sweeps up migrants,
returns them to the border

EL CINCHADO, Gua-
temala — Guatemalan po-
lice accompanied by U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents
swept up the majority of a
group of about 300 mi-
grants Thursday, loaded
them on buses and took
them back to the Hon-
duran border, effectively
dashing their plans to trav-
el together in a “caravan”
with hopes of reaching the
United States.

Praying and singing

songs, the group of adults,
teens and young children
had set out from a shelter
in Entre Rios under rainy
skies before dawn and
walked about six hours
before stopping in the
town of Morales to eat and
rest.

There they were chal-
lenged by police who
asked for their entry docu-
ments, and nearly all had
crossed into Guatemala
irregularly and didn’t have
such documentation.

Prince Harry takes on first
duties since royal crisis talks

LONDON — Prince
Harry went back to work
Thursday, mixing with
children playing rugby
and offering no hint of the
days of turmoil that fol-
lowed his recent an-
nouncement that he
wished to step back from
royal duties and become
financially independent.

It was a fairly standard
event for Harry, who
watched as children from
alocal school offer a rugby
demonstration on the

Buckingham Palace
grounds. It marked the
first time Harry had taken
on a public engagement
since announcing last
week that he and his wife,
Meghan, needed a change.

He joked with the kids
and shook hands, but ig-
nored a journalist’s ques-
tion about his future.

Queen Elizabeth II bro-
kered a deal Monday for “a
period of transition” to
sort out how to be a
part-time royal.

During a funeral Thursday in Tehran, people mourn victims who were on board the
Ukrainian passenger jet that was shot down last week.

Nations of Iran crash victims
seek compensation for families

LONDON — The gov-
ernments of five countries
that lost citizens when Iran
shot down a Ukrainian air-
liner demanded Thursday
that Tehran accept “full
responsibility” and pay
compensation to the vic-
tims’ families — though
they had little to offer
besides moral pressure to
get Iran to comply.

After a meeting in Lon-
don, foreign ministers from
Canada, the UK. Af-
ghanistan, Sweden and
Ukraine urged Iran to allow
a “thorough, independent
and transparent interna-
tional investigation,” as
well as a criminal probe

and “impartial” judicial
proceedings against those
found responsible for
downing the plane.

All176 people aboard the
Ukraine International Air-
lines aircraft died when it
was brought down by bal-
listic missiles shortly after
taking off from Tehran’s
Imam Khomeini Interna-
tional Airport on Jan. 8.

The victims included 57
Canadian citizens as well as
11 Ukrainians, 17 people
from Sweden, four Afghans
and four British citizens, as
well as Iranians.

Before the meeting at the
Canadian High Commis-
sion, ministers from the

five nations lit candles at a
vigil in memory of the dead
passengers and crew mem-
bers.

Iran initially blamed a
technical fault for the plane
crash, before acknowledg-
ing in the face of mounting
evidence that its paramili-
tary Revolutionary Guard
had accidentally brought
down the jetliner.

In keeping with interna-
tional norms, Iran has in-
vited Ukraine, Canada, the
United States and France to
take part in the crash inves-
tigation. But it’s unclear
whether Iran will share all
key details or give the
countries full access.

Iran’s president says ‘no limit’ to nuke enrichment

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s
President Hassan Rouhani
said Thursday that there is
“no limit” to the country’s
enrichment of uranium af-
ter its decision to abandon
its commitments under the
2015 nuclear deal in re-
sponse to the killing of its
top general by the U.S.

In a speech, Rouhani

said the nuclear program is
in a “better situation” than
it was before the agreement
with world powers.

President  Donald
Trump withdrew from the
nuclear agreement in May
2018 and has since imposed
“maximum” sanctions on
Iran’s economy.

Iran abided by the agree-

ment until last summer,
when it began openly
breaching some of its lim-
its. Thus far, however, it has
only modestly increased its
nuclear activity. After the
Jan. 3 airstrike that killed
Gen. Qassem Soleimani,
Iran said it would abandon
all restrictions in the nucle-

ar deal.

Pope names
1st woman
manager in
top office

VATICAN CITY -—
Pope Francis has tapped
an Italian lawyer to be the
first woman to hold a
management position in
the Vatican’s most impor-
tant office, the Secretariat
of State.

Francis named Fran-
cesca Di Giovanni, a 27-
year veteran of the Vati-
can, as undersecretary for
multilateral affairs. She
will be responsible for
running a division that
coordinates the Holy See’s
relations with the U.N. and
other intergovernmental
organizations.

Francis has called for
women in decision-mak-
ing roles in the Vatican
and Catholic Church at
large, though none heads a
Vatican congregation or
other key office, positions
reserved for priests, bish-
ops or cardinals.

Di Giovanni, 66, told the
Vatican’s in-house media
that Francis’ appointment
Wednesday showed his
attention to women.

In Oregon: A teenager
who was taken out of state
by her mother to avoid
surgery for a rare type of
liver cancer has had the
operation after state wel-
fare officials took her into
custody, several Portland,
Oregon, TV outlets re-
ported Thursday.

Kylee Dixon, 13, was
recovering in an intensive
care unit after surgery
Tuesday to remove liver
tumors.

The Dixons traveled to
Las Vegas in June after
prosecutors say Christine
Dixon refused to turn her
daughter over to the state
for the surgery. Christine
Dixon has said months of
chemotherapy debilitated
her daughter and that she
did much better on CBD
oil, a non-psychoactive
compound extracted from
cannabis plants and other
alternative therapies.
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EDITORIALS

LOOKING BACK 100 YEARS

WHY THE TRIBUNE
OPPOSED PROHIBITION

The 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution took effect 100 years ago Friday, on Jan. 17,1920. It banned “the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors

within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes.”  q

The Tribune published some 1,100 editorials condemning Prohibition: It was an unwarranted government intrusion into people’s lives. It was a futile exercise in legislating

morality. And it primarily benefited bootlegging mobsters and the corrupt public officials whose pockets they lined with bribes.

q  The Tribune’s campaign began well

before the amendment was enacted, and continued until the 21st Amendment repealed the 18th on Dec. 5,1933. Today we observe a sorry anniversary with this excerpt

from a March 27,1919, editorial explaining the Tribune’s opposition to the nation’s so-called “noble experiment”:

We readily concede the truth of
much that the prohibitionists say
against the liquor business, against the
use of alcoholic drinks, against stimula-
tion by alcohol, against the adoption of
alcohol as a habit of life.

It can be destructive. It can be eco-
nomically obstructive. It can lower the
productivity of a community, increase
the number of its dependents and the
number of its criminals. It can make
women take in washing and policemen
take in violent men. ...

Our protest against prohibition does
not proceed from any indifference to or
any ignorance of the excessive conse-
quences of the use of alcohol. If it ig-
nores these as secondary to the real
principles involved in prohibition, it is
only because the real principles are so
important in human life. ...

Prohibition is the imposition of a
community order upon a mass which,
if the individuals of the mass were
sufficiently intelligent, would not be
needed as an order. As such it is abhor-
rent to people who believe that charac-
ter arises from the possibility of deci-
sions made to affect the individual.

There must be wastage in this. Some
characters must be too pliable to temp-
tation to stand the test. Some tragedies

must follow. But the scheme of making
the individual stand up on his own two
feet is right. Its faults are the faults of
human nature. Its faults are the faults
which we constantly try to correct by
discipline and education. They are
faults which are best corrected by such
processes.

When a community confesses the
breakdown of its personnel by adopting
prohibition, it confesses that it has
found no other way out of a difficultly
except the way which makes people
behave as other people think they must
behave.

We must have prohibitory laws
against criminals. But drinkers are not
criminals. They are not conscious
assailants of the law of society, and to
take away from them their privilege of
selection in the matter of personal
liberty and habit of life is to approach a
difficult question from the side which
is least open to moral justification, no
matter how plausible in morals it may
seem.

John Seevy, from left, John Boland and
Capt. Willard L. Malone uncover a truck
filled with barrels of alcohol in Chicago.
CHICAGO TRIBUNE 1929

How workplace drills can prepare employees for #MeToo moments

In the workplace, fire drills and active
shooter drills are routine, but what about
#MeToo drills? Sexual harassment is also a
serious hazard that requires training to
stop and prevent. Employees need practice
so they know how to react to protect them-
selves and their colleagues.

It’s fair to say that, in the era of #Me-
Too, perpetrators are more likely to be
held accountable, yet that’s only part of the
battle. How much are employees being
taught about how to respond and defend
themselves?

As of Jan. 1, Illinois companies are re-
quired by state law to provide annual train-
ing on how to recognize and prevent sexual
harassment or face hefty fines. That’s a
necessary step for employers. So, too, is
creating and enforcing workplace conduct
rules. What may be lacking, and is just as
vital, is giving employees the tools to re-
spond in real time to an attack or other
inappropriate behavior. Victims often are
caught off-guard and have no mental map
for what to do next. Think again about the
active-shooting training many people
receive. What to do in that panic-inducing
instance? As many have been taught and
memorized: Run, hide or fight.

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Marina Ortega, a McDonald’s employee,
attends a rally at the restaurant’s world
headquarters in the West Loop in 2018.

The issue with sexual harassment
training is that it’s typically anodyne, often
in the form of a video presentation. Some
experts say these exercises do little to
either stop harassers or equip potential
victims to handle issues on the spot. It’s a
dry, impractical approach to the most inti-
mate issue workers will likely ever en-
counter on the job.

“I think there’s a huge appetite for ac-
countability and punishment for bad actors
right now;” workplace consultant Fran
Sepler told Quartz. “Prevention is a lot less
interesting, but it’s where we should be

putting a lot more energy.”

A 2018 study found that 38% of women
said they’d experienced sexual harassment
in the workplace. A much smaller number
go so far as to file a federal complaint.
Some 7,500 sexual harassment claims were
filed with the Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Commission in 2018, about 85% by
women. More than 500 such charges were
filed in Illinois in 2018, up from 350 in 2017.

Companies subject to the Illinois law
will be required to provide interactive
training. The Illinois Department of Hu-
man Rights is creating a curriculum that
businesses can use or adapt, and it will
eventually offer supplemental videos. The
goal should be to encourage regular and
realistic discussion, not exaggerated or
out-of-date silliness that encourages em-
ployees to laugh the issue off.

Front-line supervisors also need to be
empowered to prepare employees with
advice for situations that may arise in their
particular role or field. Do those employees
meet privately with executives, travel fre-
quently, work late hours or handle client
entertainment? Workers need to know
they will be supported if they reject ad-
vances by a customer, even if things get
awkward.

It helps if the boss takes the issue seri-
ously. Dozens of workers accused McDon-
ald’s of sexual harassment only to see CEO
Steve Easterbrook fired after a consensual
but inappropriate workplace relationship
of his own. New CEO Chris Kempczinski
told employees he wants to change the
company’s hard-partying headquarters
culture, according to The Wall Street Jour-
nal. “I have to be able to look at every single
one of my senior leadership team members
and say, ‘Do I believe that they personify
the values of our company?’ And if they
don’t, they’re not on the senior leadership
team.”

What else? Bystander training can help
co-workers who witness inappropriate
behavior recognize when and how to inter-
rupt a squirmy moment in progress and
how to report it. Another idea: Parents and
schools can do more to prepare young
people, teaching them both how to behave
as responsible adults and how to shut
down or escape harassment.

The #MeToo movement has brought
ugly behavior by powerful people out of
the shadows. Those harassers are responsi-
ble for their misbehavior, but everyone can
do more to improve workplace safety.
Better, more realistic drills will help.

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

In an income share agreement, or ISA, a college
student borrows nothing but rather has his or her edu-
cation supported by an investor, in return for a contract
to pay a specified percentage of income for a fixed
number of years after graduation. Rates and time vary
with the discipline of the degree achieved and the
amount of tuition assistance the student obtained.

An ISA is dramatically more student-friendly than a

MIKE LUCKOVICH/ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION

YOURE CWARGED
\WITH PUTING TRUNG

BEFORE COUNTRY.-

loan. All the risk shifts from the student to the investing
entity; if a career starts slowly, or not at all, the student’s
obligation drops or goes to zero. Think of an ISA as
equity instead of debt, or as working one’s way through
college — after college.

By contrast, student debt sits there and compounds,
whether a borrower does well or poorly in the working
world. Every day we read of young people — and some
not so young anymore — who got behind on their loans
and may never catch up.

Not surprisingly, the ISA concept has attracted
plenty of interest. At Purdue, the university I lead, hun-
dreds of students have such contracts in place, and
other colleges large and small are joining the ISA move-
ment. Beyond traditional higher education, coding
academies and other skill-specific schools are making
the same offer: Study for free, and pay us back after you
get the good job we are confident you’ll land.

Mitch Daniels, The Washington Post
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Dems should respond to the GOP threat by
offering to turn Trump’s trial into a witnesspalooza

ERIC ZORN

Hunter Biden? Swear him in! Grill him
for hours on every last detail of his lucra-
tive position on the board of a Ukrainian
energy company.

His father, Joe Biden, the Democratic
presidential hopeful and former senator
and vice president? Sure! Have him raise
his right hand and swear to tell the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth
about if and how Hunter’s fat paycheck
influenced acts of the Obama adminis-
tration.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi? Intelli-
gence committee Chair Adam Schiff? Why
not? Put them under oath as well and de-
mand that they come clean at President
Donald Trump’s impeachment trial about
whatever might be even remotely relevant
to the charges at hand.

The whistleblower? As long as he or she
can testify anonymously about the report
that kicked off the investigation that led to
Trump’s impeachment, of course!

Top Republicans are threatening to call
the Bidens, Pelosi, Schiff, the whistle-
blower and anyone else they can think of if
Democrats peel off enough votes in the
upper chamber to prolong the impeach-
ment trial with the testimony of former
national security adviser John Bolton,
acting White House chief of staff Mick
Mulvaney and, among others, Soviet-born
canary Lev Parnas.

“If we are going to give a platform to
witnesses the Dems demand, I look for-

ward to forcing votes to call Hunter Biden
and many more!” tweeted Republican Sen.
Rand Paul of Kentucky on Monday, echo-
ing similar sword rattling by Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell and others.

The Democrats should try to turn those
threats into a promise.

So far they have been resisting the idea
of turning the impeachment trial into a
platform for the airing of marginally rele-
vant partisan grievances and tit-for-tat
political jurisprudence.

They have pointed out, sensibly and
correctly, that neither the Bidens nor the
Democratic legislative leaders have any
involvement in or direct knowledge of
Trump’s alleged effort to withhold con-
gressionally approved military aid to
Ukraine until officials there announced an
investigation into the Bidens, an act in-
tended to benefit Trump’s 2020 reelection
prospects.

And the whistleblower’s affidavit is quite
clear that the information it contains about
Trump’s phone call with Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy was gathered
secondhand. His or her testimony is par-
ticularly irrelevant because every allega-
tion contained in the report has since been
verified by White House notes from the
phone call and firsthand witness accounts.

No matter!

The more witnesses the merrier, I say.
Let those who are afraid of a wide-ranging
search for truth stand and identify them-
selves.

The Democrats have nothing to lose by
volunteering to produce as many witnesses
as the GOP wants in exchange for the same
privilege.

If Joe Biden becomes the nominee for
president, he and the party might as well
have a full airing of the Hunter issue

- <
TERESA KROEGER/WORLD FOOD PROGRAM 2016

The Democrats could benefit from having
Hunter Biden, left, and Joe Biden testify at
the Trump impeachment trial.

If Joe Biden becomes the
nominee for president, he
and the party might as
well have a full airing of
the Hunter issue sooner
rather than later:

sooner rather than later.

If he doesn’t become the nominee, no
one will care about any of the Bidens a few
short months from now.

Hunter’s gig with Burisma Holdings Ltd.
looks for all the world like a sleazy but
perfectly legal attempt by a foreign com-
pany to purchase influence with the
Obama White House. Critics of the ar-
rangement have yet to identify any associ-
ated illegal or corrupt act by either of the
Bidens, but even if they had, it wouldn’t
justify Trump’s alleged effort to circum-

vent the conventional legal process by
withholding military aid.

McConnell has said it will be “mutual
assured destruction” if the floodgate of
witnesses opens up, which sounds more
like a dare than a threat. As it now stands,
Trump’s acquittal in the Senate seems like
a certainty given that 67 out of 100 votes
would be required to convict, so to make
the best of the situation the Democrats
should, at the very least, make a loud clam-
or for a full airing and force Republican
lawmakers to cast difficult votes against
hearing additional testimony.

The public is behind them on the issue
of witnesses. A Quinnipiac University poll
released Monday found 66% overall sup-
port for the idea that Bolton should testify.
This was up from 57% who favored addi-
tional testimony at the trial in a Morning
Consult poll released Jan. 8.

Perhaps members of this majority take
seriously the idea that a trial is a search for
the truth. Perhaps they remember the
impeachment trial of Bill Clinton in 1999,
when investigators were able to interview
numerous White House insiders prior to
the trial and three key figures offered trial
testimony on video.

Or perhaps they find themselves in
agreement with a highly partisan politician
who argued that “there have been 15 im-
peachments in the history of the country.
Two of them were cut short by resigna-
tions. In the other 13 impeachments there
were witnesses. It’s not unusual to have a
witness in a trial. It’s certainly not unusual
to have witnesses in an impeachment trial.”

That was Sen. Mitch McConnell speak-
ing to CNN’s Larry King on Jan. 28,1999.

ericzorn@gmail.com
Twitter @EricZorn
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Supporters of Elizabeth Warren listen as the 2020 Democratic presidential candidate speaks during a town hall event at the Broadway Armory in Edgewater in 2019.

Let’s talk about that can-a-woman-be-president thing

BY GAIL COLLINS

We’ve spent a remarkable amount of
time this week discussing whether there’s
sexism in politics.

Hahahahaha.

OK, no need to be cynical. Let’s look on
the positive side first. If you are around
Elizabeth Warren’s age of 70, you’ve had
the incredible luck to live through a period
of history in which American women’s
rights and opportunities have been trans-
formed. There are still people alive who
were born when women couldn’t vote.
Now we’ve got Nancy Pelosi giving a herd
of male leaders their marching orders in
Congress.

This doesn’t mean all the battles are
won. We've got only nine female governors,
and a lot of people of both sexes really
don’t believe the country will elect any
female president.

How you look at this depends a lot on
why you think Hillary Clinton lost. Yes, she
did get 2.8 million more votes than Donald
Trump. But we can’t spend the day bewail-
ing the existence of the Electoral College.

Back to the question. Why do you think
she lost?

“Sexism.”

“Failure to campaign in Wisconsin.”

“She won! She won! She won! She —”

Sorry about that sharp elbow, but I told
you we weren’t going there. Next you're

going to be moaning about Al Gore.

“Al Gore won!”

That’s it. Unless you have a special inter-
est in the election of Benjamin Harrison.

“Grover Cleveland was robbed!”

You understand we need to move on
here, right? Personally, I've always sus-
pected that Clinton lost — to the degree
that she lost — not so much because of her
gender as because people just wanted a
change. She’d been a starring player in two
eight-year administrations. It was pretty
clear what we were going to get in another
Clinton presidency, and it wasn’t going to
be anything dramatically new.

(This is what happens when you get a
little bit bored with life and decide you
want to juice things up. You spend $50,000
on a new sports car and then drive it into a
restaurant takeout window. Or far worse,
you elect Donald Trump.)

The whole can-a-woman-be-president
issue came up during Tuesday’s debate.
Warren had one of her best moments when
she pointed out that the male candidates
with whom she shared the stage had col-
lectively lost 10 elections, while the women
hadn’t lost a single one.

And besides, she added, she was the only
person onstage who had defeated an in-
cumbent Republican in the past 30 years.
Bernie Sanders — who contributed seven
of those losses — quickly volunteered that
he had beaten a Republican incumbent in

1990. Which Warren, despite her career as
a primary school teacher, claimed was not
within the past 30 years.

Joe Biden didn’t point out that he beat a
Republican incumbent to win his Senate
seat in 1972. This is worth mentioning
since some people worry that one of the
Democrats’ leading candidates seems to
kind of be living in the past.

About Joe Biden. This is his third run for
president. Who among us could forget
2008, when he came in fifth in Jowa and
dropped out? Or 1988, when he — OK, you
did forget 1988. Totally understand.

Biden hasn’t had any super disasters in
the debates. Well, there was the time in
October when he said: “I would eliminate
the capital gains tax — I would raise the
capital gains tax to the highest rate, of
39.5%.” And that time in November when
he spoke out against violence against wom-
en, adding that “we have to just change the
culture ... and keep punching at it and
punching at it” Details, details.

This last performance was pretty clean
and Biden got fairly good reviews, many of
which boiled down to how he’d gotten
through the evening “without taking major
damage”

Can we all agree that no female candi-
date could ever get away with stuff like that
and then win praise for not saying anything
stranger?

When it comes to gender bias, in the

past Biden agreed that Clinton faced it to
an “unfair” degree. Then he added, “That’s
not going to happen with me”

His campaign later claimed that his
statement did not, um, mean what it sort of
sounded like it meant.

So, about sexism in politics. Absolutely
there, especially at the highest levels. But
dissolving rapidly in places where women
are proving what terrific vote-getters they
are. We have 26 women in the Senate now
— nearly half the all-of-American-history
total. Seventeen are Democrats.

This little detail gives us an opportunity
to recall the days when the Republican
Party was progressive enough to have
serious arguments about whether a woman
could win the presidency. Remember the
glorious Sen. Margaret Chase Smith? She
ran for the nomination in 1964, when she
was 66. A columnist for the Los Angeles
Times argued that she was too old and
added that when women hit the ideal age
for running in their late 40s or early 50s,
they are utterly unfit for office, since they
are undergoing the “physical changes and
emotional distress” of menopause.

So you have to admit things have been
getting better. For women, that is. We’ve
still got Donald Trump. Sorry, nation.

The New York Times

Gail Collins is a New York Times columnist.
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President Donald Trump speaks Jan. 9 in the White House’s Roosevelt Room, where he proposed NATO expand into the Middle East.

After stirring up the Middle East,
Trump now wants NATO’s help?

BY Ivo DAALDER

President Donald Trump has come up
with a new solution for the Middle East, a
region that has embroiled the United
States for decades in conflict and war. “I
think that NATO should be expanded, and
we should include the Middle East,” he
told reporters last week. “And we can
come home, or largely come home and
use NATO.” He even had a name for it.
“You call it NATOME” — NATO plus the
Middle East. “What a beautiful name. 'm
good at names.”

There is just one problem. NATO isn’t
going to take over in the Middle East.
White House officials were quick to clari-
fy that the president didn’t mean for
NATO membership to be extended to
Middle Eastern states, but they under-
scored that he was eager to see NATO
play a much greater role in the region.

NATO is, in fact, involved in the Middle
East and has been for more than 15 years.
It has been training Iraqi security forces
and assisting in building security institu-
tions for more than a decade. Its early
warning and surveillance aircraft are part
of the U.S.-led coalition against Islamic
State. And it also has partnership arrange-
ments with states throughout the region.

But as an institution, NATO has never
been involved in any combat operations in
the Middle East. Its mission in Iraq is
explicitly limited to noncombat training
and capacity-building. Its surveillance
aircraft only fly within Turkish airspace,
and while they help provide an overall
picture of the airspace over Syria and Irag,
they’re not involved in coordinating
airstrikes by coalition forces.

NATO’s immediate reaction to the
escalation of tensions in the region last
week was to suspend its training mission
in Iraq and move personnel out of the
country. And after an emergency meeting
of the North Atlantic Council to discuss
the situation, the allies urged restraint and
de-escalation. And NATQ’s Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg reacted cau-
tiously to Trump’s call for a larger NATO
role, saying only that the allies were “look-
ing into what more we can do” while
emphasizing that NATO is not involved in
any combat operations.

There is very little appetite among
America’s allies for NATO to deepen its
engagement in the Middle East. While
they have long condemned Iran for its
destabilizing behavior in the region, in-
cluding its support for terrorist groups,
most allies blame Washington more than
Tehran for the recent escalation of ten-
sions.

To many allies, the core problem was
Trump’s decision in May 2018 to with-
draw from the Iran nuclear deal — an
agreement long championed by Britain,
France, Germany and the European
Union, all of whom played an essential
part in its negotiations. While they were
willing to do more to address Iran’s re-
gional misbehavior, they insisted on stick-
ing with a deal that was keeping Iran from
building a nuclear bomb.

What they feared most was an increase
in tensions between the United States and
Iran of the kind seen over the past six
months — culminating in the U.S. drone
and Iranian missile strikes that brought
both countries to the precipice of war.

As worrying, however, was Trump’s

penchant to act without consulting or
even informing key allies, even though
they have their own forces deployed in the
region. The president’s decision last Octo-
ber to withdraw U.S. troops from North-
ern Syria blindsided Britain and France,
both of whom had troops deployed
nearby. And his decision to target and kill
Gen. Qassem Soleimani, and risk an esca-
lation to war, also came without any no-
tice to the allies.

So for many allies, the idea that now is
the time for them to take on more of the
burden of stabilizing a region that has
been destabilized in good part by Trump’s
actions is a bit much. Add to that the fact
that Trump has spent three years deni-
grating allies and warning that NATO
risked becoming obsolete, and the ap-
petite for doing more so the United States
can do less just isn’t there.

The only way Washington might con-
vince its 28 NATO allies to take on a larger
role in the Middle East would be if it starts
behaving more like an ally itself. That
would mean fully involving them in the
deliberations on strategy, consulting
closely with their leaders before making
major decisions, and committing to work-
ing together to address common chal-
lenges.

That’s not been the Trump way. In
claiming to put America first, the presi-
dent has too often put America’s allies last.
That makes it all the easier for the allies to
ignore, if not reject, his call for them to do
more.

Ivo Daalder is president of the Chicago
Council on Global Affairs and a former US.
ambassador to NATO.

A message for Stephen King
about that Oscars tweet

BY LEONARD PITTS JR.

Dear Stephen King:

I hope you’ll indulge me as I try to
explain something I suspect you still don’t
quite understand. Namely: why so many
of us were so disappointed with your take
on the lack of diversity in this year’s Oscar
nominations. As the white-dominated and
male-centric list of contenders was an-
nounced and women and people of color
expressed their frustration, you took to
Twitter.

“As a writer,” you wrote, “I am allowed
to nominate in just 3 categories: Best
Picture, Best Adapted Screenplay and Best
Original Screenplay. For me, the diversity
issue — as it applies to individual actors
and directors, anyway — did not come up.
That said, I would never consider diver-
sity in matters of art. Only quality. It
seems to me that to do otherwise would
be wrong.”

The backlash was fast and furious.
Authors Roxane Gay and Sarah Weinman
took you to task. But it was director Ava
DuVernay who best captured the chagrin
many of us felt: “When you wake up,
meditate, stretch, reach for your phone to
check on the world and see a tweet from
someone you admire that is so backward
and ignorant you want to go back to bed”

You were soon trying to tweet your way
out of the hole you had dug, noting the

responsibility of artists and creative peo-
ple to “make sure everyone has the same
fair shot.” Women and people of color, you
wrote, are “badly under-represented, and
not only in the arts. You can’t win awards
if you’re shut out of the game”

These are noble sentiments. They also
miss the point.

One of the things that makes you my
literary North Star is your uncanny ability
to get so much mileage out of each word.
Well, you packed a lot into the words of
that initial tweet, too, including an implic-
it assumption that seeking quality and
seeking diversity are mutually exclusive.
You seem to feel we should simply trust
your good intentions in seeking the for-
mer and the latter will somehow take care
of itself.

The idea that diversity will work itself
out without being nudged is a common
conceit, but a mistaken one. You don’t
create diversity by being a good person or
being pure of purpose. You create diver-
sity by creating diversity, by valuing and
seeking it. Which requires you to ac-
knowledge your biases and become inten-
tional in rooting them out.

As an example: In 2007, a study by
Cornell University professor Joseph Price
and University of Pennsylvania professor
Justin Wolfers found racial bias in NBA
refereeing: White refs were more likely to
call fouls against black players; black refs

had a mirror bias against white players,
though the tendency was not as strong.

But here’s the good part. When Price
and Wolfers revisited the issue seven
years later, they made a fascinating dis-
covery: The disparity in foul calls had all
but disappeared.

Apparently being made aware of their
biases inspired the refs — absent any
instruction from the NBA — to take cor-
rective action.

We all have biases. It’s how human
beings are wired. But for some of us, by
dint of color or gender — or a combination
thereof — those biases have power to
determine who gets arrested, who gets
educated and, yes, who gets an Oscar
nomination.

So the question is: What should we, as
good people, do about it?

As amale writer, I now make it a point
to seek women if, say, I'm looking for
experts to interview or I'm listing civil
rights heroes. Maybe that seems awkward
and stilted to you, and maybe it is. But
here’s what I've learned: As a human
being, I am a creature of implicit biases. So
I can’t trust my own good intentions.

Please don’t ask me to trust yours.

Tribune Content Agency

Leonard Pitts Jr. is a Miami Herald col-
umnist.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Pressure Springfield for
ethics reforms

Regarding Rep. David McSweeney’s
commentary “End the cover-ups in the
Tllinois General Assembly” (Jan. 15): He
has convinced me that ethics reform may
be more urgent than pension reform.
The culture in Springfield is corrupt and
toxic. It is tolerated by both parties.

Common sense legislation, as de-
scribed by McSweeney, is needed now. It
is hard to believe that legislators can be
lobbyists, no meaningful financial dis-
closure is required and ethics reports are
buried to protect one legislator whose
conduct leads us to speculate as to what
he or she may have done. Legislators
respond to emails and calls, and all of us
should demand action in this legislative
session.

— Jim Kranjc, Chicago

How to survive 2020
presidential race

Dad wasn’t a fan of Presidents Lyndon
Johnson or Harry Truman. Mom saw
things differently, which made for capti-
vating dinner-table discussions. My
parents lived with these differences for
over 58 blissful years of marriage. “Com-
promise” was the word Mom used to
describe their relationship. Those were
the days.

Fifty years, a presidential resignation
and two impeachments later, 'm won-
dering how we’ll endure the 2020 presi-
dential race without such compromise
and thoughtful deliberation.

With my parents’ wisdom as a guide, I
humbly offer this two-part primer to
enduring the current election cycle.

First, Republicans need to acknowl-
edge that Democrats don’t necessarily
want to turn America into Venezuela,
and Democrats have to accept that not
all Republicans are juvenile MAGA-hat-
wearing malcontents. Residing some-
what to the left or right of political cen-
ter doesn’t automatically brand one a
radical or reactionary.

Second — and this is asking a lot —
Republicans need to support a 2020
candidate besides President Donald
Trump. This borderline “act-of-God”
wish requires that Sen. Mitch Me-
Connell and other Republican Party
leaders are secretly working behind the
scenes to find a nice way to advise
Trump that it’s time to go. Tell him
whatever you want: “Mr. President,
you’ve made American great again.
Thanks.”

“Good luck with that,” you say? I say
good luck slogging through the current
campaign with the stench of impeach-
ment and whatever Mueller report
residue resurfaces between now and
November. With Trump gone, we will
have largely removed the Watergate-
level cancer from daily discourse.

To summarize: Let’s stop calling each
other extremists and let’s find a polite
way to coax Trump out the door.

Defanged of impeachment-related
blather, both Democrats and Republi-
cans will be uncharacteristically con-
fined to debating — yes, I'm serious —
issues.

— Jim Newton, Itasca

Dear Cubs: Make
Wrigley less loud

Paul Sullivan’s column (“You want a
resolution? Try these 12,” Jan. 12) detail-
ing12 initiatives the Cubs could do to
improve the fan experience was right on
target, especially his point about fixing
the Wrigley Field sound system. Emulat-
ing the blaring sound of White Sox park
so that fans can’t even talk to each other
is not the way to go.

But Sullivan did not go far enough.
Space has to be found on the big score-
boards to post inning-by-inning runs and
totals in large, readable form so that fans
can follow the progress of the game, a
basic now sadly lacking. They also need
to sell a usable scorecard — like they
used to — with the whole inside re-
served for actual scorekeeping, one team
on each side.

To make the game experience healthi-
er, it would help to sell at least one non-
cola, no-calorie soda like Sprite Zero to
supplement the lone choice of Diet Coke.
More important, it would behoove Wrig-
ley to get ahead of the eight ball and ban
its vendors from substituting slightly
cheaper sulfite preservatives for natural
citric acid in the food and drinks they sell.
In 1986, the U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration banned the use of sulfites as pre-
servatives on fresh foods after some
people sensitive to them died from ana-
phylactic shock after inadvertently con-
suming them at salad bars. Considered an
“unacceptable ingredient for food” by
Whole Foods, its stores have long banned
sulfites from their stores. I had an asthma
attack last summer after consuming a
craft cocktail from a Wrigley Field booth,
which had been made with a sulfite-
preserved drink mix, pretty much killing
the rest of the game for me.

— Elizabeth Mina, Chicago

For online exclusive letters go to www.
chicagotribune.com/letters. Send letters
by email to letters@chicagotribune.com
or to Voice of the People, Chicago
Tribune, 160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor,
Chicago, IL 60601. Include your name,
address and phone number.
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Puttshack has leased more than 25,000 square feet in the Oakbrook Center mall, where it will open later this year.

Emergmg concept

Mini golf venue
Puttshack coming to
Oakbrook Center

RYAN ORI
On Real Estate

High tech mini golf concept
Puttshack is coming to Oakbrook
Center later this year, kicking off

the company’s plans for a major U.S.

rollout led from a new Chicago
headquarters.

Puttshack has leased more than
25,000 square feet in the Oak Brook
mall, where it plans to open in the
third or fourth quarter of this year,
CEO Joe Vrankin said.

The venue, in part of the former
Lord & Taylor store space, will have
four mini golf courses, food, drinks
and private event space.

The company also expects to
finalize a lease for a space in or near
downtown Chicago soon, and even-
tually plans to expand to other
suburbs, Vrankin said.

Puttshack, which opened its first
London location in 2018, is a new-
comer to the growing sector of
entertainment venues offering
meals and drinks, and activities like
bowling, shuffleboard and ax
throwing. Golf simulator operators
Topgolf and Five Iron Golf recently
have broken into Chicago.

“It’s a market that has continued
to grow and evolve pretty strongly

The Oak Brook location will be the first in the U.S. for Puttshack, which
plans a large national expansion based out of River North.

over the past seven or eight years,
and I don’t expect that trend is
going to change anytime soon,” said
Vrankin, a former CEO of Topgolf
who was raised in Downers Grove
and lives in Naperville.

“What we’re seeing is people are
looking for ways that they can be
engaged in activities, as opposed to
being static. If they can eat and
drink and do something, that seems
to be resonating?”

The company has three venues in
London, with a fourth set to open
this year. The Oak Brook space will
be the first of two expected to open
in the U.S. this year, ahead of one in

Atlanta, Vrankin said.

Puttshack expects to open at
least four other locations in 2021
and 10 or more in 2022, before
eventually opening at least one per
month throughout the country,
Vrankin said.

The growth will be led from a
River North loft office building at
303 W. Erie St., which Vrankin said
will open in March. Vrankin said he
plans to have a headquarters staff of
atleast 40 to lead the expansion,
growing the company to more than
1,000 employees throughout the

Turn to Ori, Page 3

Outcome Health
analysts change

pleas to guilty

Former employees
now cooperating
with investigation

By ALLY MAROTTI

Two former Outcome
Health employees pleaded
guilty to charges of felony
conspiracy to com-
mit wire fraud in
connection with
their work at the
Chicago-based
company.

The former em-
ployees, Kathryn
Choi and Oliver
Han, are cooper-
ating with the gov-
ernment’s investi-
gation. The two
pleaded not guilty
last month and
were released on a
condition of bond.
They changed
their pleas Thurs-
day.

The charges
against Choi, 29, Han
and Han, 29, were
filed in November and al-
lege the purpose of the
conspiracy was to defraud
Outcome’s pharmaceutical
clients. The maximum term
of imprisonment for the
charge is five years if con-

victed.

If Choi and Han continue
to cooperate throughout the
investigation, that sentence
could be shorter.

Outcome Health installs
screens in doctor’s offices
and waiting rooms that
combine health information
with drug advertising. Phar-
maceutical com-
panies pay Out-
come to run the
ads and other con-
tent on screens.

Choi and Han
served as senior
analyst and ana-
lyst at the com-
pany, respectively,
for about three
years until Out-
come placed them
on leave in late
2017. They worked
under Ashik De-
sai, who served as
Outcome’s execu-
tive vice president
ofbusiness growth
and analytics.

Desai also faces
criminal charges,
along with former execu-
tives Rishi Shah, Shradha
Agarwal and Brad Purdy, for
their alleged roles in what
authorities say was a nearly

Turn to Pleas, Page 2

FDA: E. coli illness
linked to romaine
lettuce is over

Investigation into
cause of outbreaks
still continues

BY ALEXIA
ELEJALDE-RUIZ

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration said consum-
ers no longer have to avoid
romaine lettuce grown in
Salinas, California, though it
continues to investigate the
cause of three E. coli out-
breaks that sickened nearly
200 people last fall.

The agency on Wednes-
day lifted the consumer
advisory it issued Nov. 22
because the region’s grow-
ing season is over and po-
tentially contaminated
product is no longer on the
market. The last reported

illness was Dec. 21.

Each of the three out-
breaks involved a different
strain of E. coli, a bacteria
that can cause diarrhea,
vomiting and in some cases
leads to kidney failure and
death. One strain sickened
167 people in 27 states,
including Illinois. Another,
linked to Fresh Express
salad kits, sickened 10 peo-
ple in five states plus Cana-
da, and the third sickened 11
people in Washington state.

Lettuce implicated in all
the three outbreaks was
traced back to 10 fields run
by a single grower in the
lower Salinas Valley. Water,
soil and compost samples
taken at the fields so far have
come back negative for all

Turn to FDA, Page 2

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Before flying away, a brown creeper recovers after hitting a
building near Wacker Drive and Dearborn Street in April.

Chicago’s beautiful
skyline is killing birds

New York’s City
Council has taken
action. So must we.

anthropology — who’s No. 1
in the pecking order?

Yet I also view birds in a
much wider context: As
victims of Chicago’s glass-
sheathed skyscrapers.

Especially when migrat-
ing birds travel at night,
they’re attracted to brightly
lit buildings and smash into
windows. The glass con-
fuses them because they

BLAIR KAMIN can’t see it. Or it appears
Cityscapes reflective, mirroring their
habitat or the sky, which
I love watching the car- causes them to fly into it.
dinals, blue jays and finches Each year, a local volun-
swoop around our back- teer group, Chicago Bird
yard and alight on my wife’s  Collision Monitors, collects
prized bird feeder. They more than 5,000 dead and
offer action, flecks of color
and a chance for aviary Turn to Kamin, Page 2

At White House ceremony, Trump calls

out for no-show Chicago billionaire

Event was to celebrate signing of a
first-round trade pact with China

By LisA DONOVAN

During a White House
ceremony Wednesday to
sign a first-round trade
pact with China, President
Donald Trump thanked a
long list of elected leaders
and called out the names
of U.S. business executives
whose companies might
benefit — including a few
from Illinois.

Locals who got the nod
included U.S. Rep. Darin
LaHood, a Peoria Republi-
can, whom the president
offered a short: “Darin,
thank you very much
Darin. Good job?”

But things got a little
awkward when, at one
point, the president name-
checked Illinois’ wealthi-
est resident. “Ken Griffin.
Citadel. What a guy he is,”
the president said, refer-
ring to the Chicago-based
hedge fund billionaire
Griffin, who founded Cita-
del and now serves as the
company’s CEO.

Trump continued:
“Where are you, Ken?
Where the hell is he? He’s

“Where are you,
Ken? Where the
hell is he? He’s
trying to hide
some of his
money. Look he
doesn’t want to
stand up. Where
the hell is Ken?”

— President Donald
Trump

trying to hide some of his
money. Look he doesn’t
want to stand up. Where
the hell is Ken?” before
finally adding, “He’s very
quiet about it. He’s in here
someplace, he just doesn’t
want to stand.”

Asked whether Griffin
was at the event — and
how he feels about
Trump’s “trying to hide
some of his money” com-
ment, Citadel spokes-

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 2014
Ken Griffin, the founder and CEO of Citadel.

woman Megan Ingersoll
said only that Griffin
didn’t attend the event.

Wednesday’s trade
agreement with China is
expected to boost exports
from U.S. farmers and
manufacturers, protect
American trade secrets
and lower tensions in a
long-running dispute be-
tween the world’s two
biggest economies.

Two years ago, Griffin
was described by a Chi-
cago Tribune columnist as
“simpatico” with the pres-
ident on some of his trade

and economic agenda, but
he’s also criticized Trump.
In 2018, the Financial
Times reported, Griffin
blasted Trump’s criticism
of the Federal Reserve,
saying it was “completely
inappropriate for the pres-
ident of the United States”
and warning it could hurt
the U.S. dollar.

Associated Press contrib-
uted.

Idonovan@chicagotri-
bune.com
Twitter @byldonovan
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Office of Labor Standards launches
to enforce wage, paid sick leave laws

BY ALEXIA
ELEJALDE-RUIZ

A new agency dedicated
to enforcing Chicago’s min-
imum wage, sick leave and
predictable scheduling laws
officially launched Thurs-
day, with the city’s first
Director of Labor Standards
atits helm.

Andy Fox, who for the
past eight years has served
as chief administrative law
judge for the Illinois De-
partment of Employment
Security, is heading up Chi-
cago’s Office of Labor
Standards, a division
housed within the city’s
Department of Business Af-
fairs and Consumer Protec-
tion, the city announced
Thursday.

Fox, who started in late
October, is leading a team of

six tasked with educating
employers and workers
about their rights and re-
sponsibilities, as well as
receiving and processing
complaints and managing
enforcement actions.

“The goal is to get people
to come out of the shad-
ows,” said Fox, 52, a long-
time Pilsen resident who
previously served as a Cook
County prosecutor. He be-
gan his career as a bilingual
teacher in Chicago Public
Schools.

The City Council in 2018
approved the creation of the
Office of Labor Standards
amid concerns by advocates
and some aldermen that the
Department of Business Af-
fairs and Consumer Protec-
tion didn’t have enough
resources or personnel to
effectively administer new

laws meant to protect low-
wage workers. The office
has the power to collect and
distribute backpay, and pro-
actively investigate employ-
ers it believes could be
violating the city’s labor
laws. Penalties range from
$500 to $1,000 per instance.

The office has abudget of
$423,000. Fox’s team in-
cludes three forensic inves-
tigators, a paralegal and an
office assistant.

The city in 2019 received
108 complaints about min-
imum wage violations and
113 complaints about paid
sick leave violations, Fox
said. Complaints have in-
creased as more workers
become aware of the laws
and feel protected from
retaliation, and he hopes to
continue that trend.

“The better job we do of

outreach, we expect more
people to come forward,” he
said.

Over the last five years,
Chicago’s minimum wage
gradually has increased to
$13 an hour. It will go to $14
an hour in July and to $15
next year. Since 2017, the
city’s paid sick leave law
requires employers to allow
workers to accrue at least
40 hours of sick time per
year. And starting in July,
employers will be required
to give workers advance
notice of their schedules
and compensate them for
last-minute changes.

A priority for Fox’s office
will be training employers
on the complex fair work-
week ordinance so that they
don’t run afoul of it.

“We want compliance;”
he said.

FDA

Continued from Page 1

three outbreak strains, and
the investigation by the
FDA, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
and California health and
agriculture authorities con-
tinues.

Alow-risk strain of E. coli
unrelated to any of the
illnesses was found in a soil
sample taken near a runoff
point between a field
where product was har-
vested and where cattle
occasionally graze.

“This could be an impor-
tant clue that will be fur-
ther examined as our inves-
tigation continues,” the

ED YOUNG/ZUMA PRESS

Romaine lettuce grows with the Santa Lucia Mountains in
the background in Salinas Valley, California, in 2014.

FDA said in a statement.
“However, this clue does
not explain the illnesses
seen in these outbreaks”
The agency said it plans
to conduct an additional

investigation into the root
cause of the contamination
and those findings will be
shared with growers so
they can prevent future
outbreaks.

Romaine and leafy
greens have been linked to
several E. coli illness out-
breaks in recent years. The
government issued an un-
usually broad warning to
avoid all romaine in 2018
when 62 people fell ill,
though it eventually traced
the contaminated lettuce to
California’s Central Coast.
In 2006, 276 people got sick
and three died in an out-
break linked to spinach.

“Everyone across the ro-
maine supply chain must
do everything possible to
fully understand why and
how these outbreaks keep
happening and continue to
aggressively implement
preventive measures to fur-
ther protect consumers,”
FDA’s statement said.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE
The Blommer chocolate factory on Kinzie Street in Chicago.

Blommer Chocolate’s
outlet store is closing
at the end of February

BY GRACE WONG

After nearly 30 years,
Blommer Outlet Store will
close at the end of February
to make space for updates
and enhancements to the
Chicago chocolate proc-
essing factory. Fans will have
a little more than a month to
say goodbye to the Chicago
chocolate stalwart and pur-
chase Valentine’s Day choc-
olates for the last time.

“It’s a sad day for Chi-
cago,” said Mike Toffler,
general manager of the out-
let store. “I can appreciate
what Blommer wants to do.
They want to expand and
make the facility better, but
it’s sad for my employees”’

Blommer Chocolate Co.
was founded in 1939 in
Chicago and has been in
business for more than 80
years. It was sold to Japa-
nese ingredient company
Fuji Oil Holding, a global
supplier of oil, fat and choc-
olate, in 2018. Blommer,
with four manufacturing fa-
cilities, is the largest cocoa
producer and ingredient

chocolate supplier in North
America, and the third-larg-
est industry chocolate pro-
ducer in the world.

Wholesale customers can
still buy Blommer products
online or by walking into the
factory. The chocolate com-
pany is also setting up a
fulfillment center in Mil-
waukee from which it will
ship out orders. More details
on the expansion were not
available.

“We will not stop taking
care of our customers,” Tof-
fler said.

In the meantime, the
phone number at the outlet
store will switch to Toffler’s
(414-915-5650) and custom-
ers are encouraged to email
him at tofflerl@gmail.com.
Toffler also said there will be
special closing sales as the
end date approaches. He
doesn’t know if there will
ever be another outlet store,
but hopes that the company
may find room for one
someday.

“Life goes on,” he said.

gwong@chicagotribune.com

Pleas
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$1 billion fraud scheme.
Desai pleaded guilty last
month and is also cooper-
ating with the govern-
ment’s investigation. Agar-
wal, Shah and Purdy

pleaded not guilty.

“Higher-ups put Mr.
Han in a terrible position at
Outcome,” Leigh Roadman,
an attorney representing
Han, said after Thursday’s
court proceeding. “Good
people sometimes make
bad decisions. He’s owned
up to what he did”

An attorney represent-

ing Choi declined to com-
ment.

The charges against Han
and Choi were filed in a
criminal information, a
charging document that in
a felony case typically indi-
cates a defendant has been
working with prosecutors
on a plea deal.

Assistant U.S. Attorney

Matthew Madden told
Judge John J. Tharp Jr. in
court Thursday that Han
and Choi agreed to delay
sentencing until after their
cooperation with the inves-
tigation concludes.

amarotti@chicagotri-
bune.com
Twitter @AllyMarotti
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its impacts for years after filing. But that doesn’t mean you can't
ever apply for a mortgage again. You just have to understand what
timing is realistic, and what smart moves to make while you wait.

The first thing to know is that there will be a waiting period, starting
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But the length of that period varies according to whether you filed
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Depending on your situation, you'll need to wait at least one year,
and usually two, but perhaps 3-4 years. If you've filed more than
one bankruptcy, or have also undergone a home foreclosure, the
period may be extended up to seven years.

Fortunately for some, if your bankruptcy involved extenuating cir-
cumstances, like a one-time income hit from job loss, divorce, or
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How long after bankruptcy can | apply for a mortgage?

Bankruptcy is a serious financial event that can leave you feeling

medical bills, you may be able to shorten your wait.

But even after the period concludes, the mortgages you'll qualify for
may not have very favorable rates. That’s why it’s important to play
it smart during your waiting period.

First, you'll want to build up your credit history, establishing an on-
time payment track record for at least 12 months and not using your
full credit limit (aim for using less than 30 percent).

Second, save as much for a down payment as possible. The more
funds you can put down on a new house after bankruptcy, the better
the mortgage deal you'll be able to secure.

Bankruptcy can certainly complicate or delay securing a new mort-
gage. But focusing on your credit score and down payment savings
while you wait for the green light is your best path toward a new

home.
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injured birds in a mile-
square area of downtown it
watches over, according to
its director, Annette Prince.
Such carnage occurs
throughout North America.

A study published in the
journal Science last year
reported that the number
of birds in the U.S. and
Canada dropped by 2.9
billion, or 29%, since 1970.
That means there are fewer
birds to perform the vital
ecological roles of eating
insects, spreading seeds,
pollinating flowers and
regenerating forests.

So I'm 100% behind the
drive to mandate bird-
friendly building design in
Chicago, but I'm also frus-
trated by the lack of prog-
ress since Ald. Brian Hop-
kins, 2nd, introduced the
proposed Bird Friendly
Design ordinance nearly a
year ago.

The legislation has yet to
emerge from the City
Council’s zoning commit-
tee. It still requires compro-
mises that will satisfy both
bird lovers and a powerful
industry group, the Build-
ing Owners and Managers
Association of Chicago,
which argued last year that
the first version of the
ordinance was vague, lack-
ed clear scientific backing
and would saddle its mem-
bers with an economic
burden.

Underscoring Chicago’s
lack of action, New York’s
City Council in December
approved what bird advo-
cates hailed as the nation’s
most broad-reaching, bird-
friendly building legisla-
tion.

Hopkins remains opti-
mistic. “We fully believe we
can get this done in 2020,”
he told me Tuesday in a
telephone interview. May-
or Lori Lightfoot backs the
concept, he said, but “she
wants the details ironed out
before there’s a hearing?”

While the ordinance
seeks to set “bird safe
standards for new building
construction and substan-
tial building facade renova-
tions,” it fails to define
“substantial.”

The lack of clarity is
intentional. “We punted
there;” Hopkins admits.

He explained he needs to
work out a compromise
between bird lovers want-
ing the rules to cover as
many renovations as pos-
sible, and building owners
and managers, who are just
as likely to push to limit the
regulation’s impact.

Other compromises
already have been made. In

contrast to the New York
City law, which applies to
all of the city’s five bor-
oughs, the revised version
of the Chicago ordinance
would be limited to four
districts or categories:
downtown and the densely
zoned areas around it, the
land covered by the city’s
lakefront protection ordi-
nance, the large-scale proj-
ects known as “planned
developments,” including
those along the Chicago
River; and lots next to a city
park or open space.

That’s not as good as
covering all of Chicago, but
it’s a start, one that effec-
tively rebuts criticism that
the ordinance was not
scientific. The legislation
focuses on areas “where
the bird monitors have
been able to demonstrate
with several years of data
the likelihood of bird colli-
sions,” Hopkins said.

Ideally, the ordinance
says, developers and archi-
tects will construct build-
ings where all facade mate-
rials don’t present a threat
to birds. If they don’t meet
that high bar, they’ll be
required to make the bot-
toms of their buildings
bird-safe through such
measures as placing shut-
ters or sunshades in front of
glass walls.

Developers also could
use etched, stained or
frosted glass, as well as
patterns on the outer layer
of glass.

Bird advocates consider
glass-covered lobbies or
glass-walled facades, like
those of the Michigan
Avenue Apple store, to be
particularly unsafe. Interior
landscaping, like trees,
would have to be behind
nontransparent walls.

Among other key mea-
sures of the legislation:
Nonessential exterior
building lights would be
turned off between 11 p.m.
and 7 a.m. That would put
new teeth into a voluntary,
city-backed initiative, the
Lights Out Chicago Pro-
gram, which encourages
high-rises to turn off or dim
exterior lights during bird
migration season.

Such standards are sure
to add to construction
costs, though it’s unclear by
how much. As more cities
adopt bird-friendly design
legislation, prices for the
required materials will
likely drop, Prince predic-
ted. San Francisco and
Toronto already have such
laws on the books.

Blair Kamin is a Tribune
critic.

bkamin@chicagotri-
bune.com
Twitter @BlairKamin
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US-Canada-Mexico trade
deal easily clears Senate

NAFTA rewrite fulfills a Trump promise to Rust Belt

By KEVIN FREKING
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Senate over-
whelmingly approved a new North Ameri-
can trade agreement Thursday that re-
writes the rules of trade with Canada and
Mexico and gives President Donald
Trump a major policy win before senators
turn their full attention to his impeach-
ment trial.

The vote was 89-10. The measure goes
to Trump for his signature. It would
replace the 25-year-old North American
Free Trade Agreement, known as NAFTA,
which tore down most trade barriers and
triggered a surge in trade. But Trump and
other critics blamed that pact for encour-
aging U.S. companies to move their
manufacturing plants south of the border
to take advantage of low-wage Mexican
laborers.

Passage of the trade bill came one day
after Trump signed a new trade agreement
with China, easing trade tensions between
the economic powers.

“Quite a week of substantive accom-

plishments for the nation, for the president
and for our international trade” said
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky,, shortly before the vote.

Trump campaigned in 2016 on ripping
up trade deals that he said added to the
nation’s trade deficit and cost the country
manufacturing jobs. He promised he
would rewrite NAFTA if elected, a pact he
described as “the worst trade deal in
history.” He can now go to swing states
such as Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wis-
consin and tell voters he followed through
on that pledge.

Mexico has already approved the agree-
ment. Canada is expected to do so in the
coming months.

Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., was a rare voice
in speaking against the United States-
Mexico-Canada Agreement. “It will mean
higher prices for American consumers,
who will have to pay more money for a car
and therefore will have less money avail-
able for any of the other things they would
like to consume,” Toomey said. “It will
probably lead to an increase or accelera-
tion in the shift to automation.”

The agreement aims to have more cars
produced in the United States, where
workers earn an average of at least $16 an
hour. It also secured changes that require
Mexico to change its laws to make it easier
for workers to form independent unions,
which should improve worker conditions
and wages and reduce the incentive for
U.S. companies to relocate their plants.

Democrats in the House insisted on
changes that they said made it more likely
Mexico would follow through on its
commitments. As part of those negotia-
tions, the administration agreed to drop a
provision that offered expensive biologic
drugs — made from living cells — 10 years
of protection from cheaper knockoff com-
petition. Democrats overwhelmingly op-
posed that provision.

The AFL-CIO endorsed the measure, as
did scores of business and farm groups.
The biggest holdouts were environmental
groups, saying the deal doesn’t address

climate change.
Among the senators still seeking the
Democratic  presidential nomination,

Bernie Sanders was the lone “no” vote.

New book alleges
Trump sought to kill
ban on US companies

BY JEANNA SMIALEK
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — President Donald
Trump wanted to strike down a law that
prohibits companies from bribing foreign
officials, calling the ban “so unfair” to
American companies, two Washington
Post reporters recount in a new book.

In the spring of 2017, Trump was at a
briefing with Rex Tillerson, then the
secretary of state, and aides in the Oval
Office. At the mention of a bribery
allegation, Trump “perked up” and told
Tillerson that he wanted his help in
scrapping the Foreign Corrupt Practices
Act, the authors write.

That law, enacted in 1977 and heavily
enforced since around 2005, prohibits
companies that operate in the United
States from bribing foreign officials to
obtain or retain business. It has become a
major factor in corporate decision-making
about operations abroad.

Trump said it was “just so unfair that
American companies aren’t allowed to pay

bribes to get business overseas,” according
to the book, “A Very Stable Genius,” by
Philip Rucker and Carol Leonnig.

“Ineed youto getrid of that law;” Trump
told Tillerson.

Tillerson explained that he could not
repeal the legislation, according to Rucker
and Leonnig. He pointed out that Congress
would need to be involved in any effort to
strike it down.

Undeterred, Trump told Stephen
Miller, a senior policy adviser, to draft an
executive action to repeal the law.

Tillerson, the authors write, later
caught up with Miller in the hallway,
where Miller said he had some skepticism
about whether that plan for unilateral
executive action could work.

The anecdote meshes with the presi-
dent’s past views of the anti-corruption
law.

In a 2012 CNBC appearance, he called it
a horrible rule and said that “the world is
laughing at us” for enforcing it.

The Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion and Justice Department began en-
forcing the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
more concertedly about 15 years ago. It has
led to huge fines for companies, including
engineering conglomerate Siemens and
Brazil’s state-owned energy company, Pet-
robras.

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES
President Donald Trump reportedly told then-Secretary of State Rex Tillerson in 2017: “l need you to get rid of that law.”

Anti-bribery law in crosshairs?

Critics of the government’s pursuit of
cases under the law have argued that
regulators are reading its language too
expansively, holding back business.

Skeptics have included Jay Clayton,
chairman of the SEC, whom Trump
nominated to the position in early 2017.

Clayton was an author of a 2011 paper
that argued that America’s anti-bribery
policies tended “to place disproportionate
burdens on U.S. regulated companies in
international  transactions,”  hurting
American competitiveness.

Despite such criticisms and Trump’s
misgivings, top administration officials
have pledged to uphold the law.

“We will continue to strongly enforce”
anti-corruption laws, Jeff Sessions, the
attorney general at the time, said in a
speech in April 2017.

And under the current attorney general,
William Barr, who was confirmed last year,
enforcement actions have continued to
rapidly roll in.

“The past three years have shown that
very little has changed,” said Joshua Roth,
a lawyer specializing in these issues at
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson
LLP, despite early expectations that en-
forcement might fall off under the Trump
administration. “What some of us were
forecasting really didn’t materialize.”

Labor sets
limits on
data that’s
embargoed

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Labor Depart-
ment will begin restricting news organiza-
tions’ use of economic data by barring
computers from the rooms where reporters
receive such data before its public release,
department officials announced Thursday.

The early access to embargoed data
allows news services to prepare articles in
advance of the public release of economic
reports.

While credentialed reporters will still
have early access to embargoed economic
figures, the department says it’s barring
their use of computers during that time.
The Labor Department said this is to ensure
the security of the data and to prevent
anyone from benefiting from early access to
the data, which can influence stock and
bond markets.

Department officials said the ban will go
into effect March 1. It will cover all releases
that the department issues each month,
including the U.S. jobs report.

For several years, reporters have had to
surrender their cellphones and other elec-
tronic devices before entering the so-called
lockup rooms in order to prevent early
transmission of the information in the
reports. But they were allowed to write
stories on computers that could transmit
the data once the embargo lifted.

But Labor officials said the current
process still gives some news organizations
a competitive edge by allowing them to
transmit the data through high-speed
networks to serve such clients as invest-
ment firms.

The new system raises the risk, though,
of overloading the department’s websites.
Many high-frequency financial firms have
been relying on news agencies to provide
the data via computer lines. If those firms
all besiege the department’s websites for
that data, it could create alogjam that might
make it inaccessible to the public.

BUSINESS BRIEFING

US shoppers lift
retail sales in Dec.

WASHINGTON — U.S. retail sales rose at
a solid pace last month, evidence that
Americans were willing to spend during the
winter holidays after a sluggish November.

The Commerce Department said Thurs-
day that retail sales increased 0.3% in
December from the previous month. Ex-
cluding sales at car dealers and gas stations,
sales rose 0.5%, the best in five months.

Low unemployment and widespread
hiring are fueling consumer confidence.
Shoppers have become the primary driver
of the economy’s growth as businesses have
reined in their investment in machinery and
equipment and exports have slowed.

Still, economists said the December
figures were partially offset by downward
revisions to October and November sales.

Payless emerges
from bankruptcy

NEW YORK — Payless ShoeSource has
emerged from bankruptcy for the second
time, with a focus on international markets.

The Topeka, Kansas-based company said
Thursday that it wants to reinvigorate its
largest business unit, Latin America,

It will also relaunch its U.S. e-commerce
site and open some stores in the U.S. but did
not offer specific details.

Payless filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection in February 2019 and shuttered
the remaining 2,000-plus stores in North
America.

The latest bankruptcy filing didn’t affect
its 710 franchises or stores in Latin America,
Southeast Asia and the Middle East.

The chain filed for Chapter 11 for the first
time in April 2017,

Ori
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country by the end of next year.

Ambitious expansion will be backed by
arecent $40 million fundraising round led
by two private equity firms, London-
based Promethean Investments and Chi-
cago’s Lagniappe Capital Partners, ac-
cording to Vrankin.

Each U.S. space is expected to have
annual revenue topping $10 million, he
said.

Vrankin is part of a small, closely con-
nected group that has created many of the
restaurant-bar-entertainment hybrids
popping up in cities throughout the coun-
try.
Topgolf was created by twin brothers
Steve and Dave Jolliffe, who founded

Puttshack along with Adam Breeden.
Breeden is the creator of darts concept
Flight Club, pingpong bar and restaurant
AceBounce and All Star Lanes bowling
alleys.

GPS technology allows Puttshack ven-
ues to keep automated scoring — no more
tiny pencils and scorecards — and provide
interactive experiences. Holes have
themes such as beer pong and Trivial
Pursuit, many of which are designed for
the core demographic of young profes-
sionals, Vrankin said.

Puttshack’s other large customers bases
are families and corporate events. At
night, disc jockeys and nightclublike light-
ing are added. About half of Puttshack’s
revenue comes from food and drink sales,
Vrankin said.

The company plans about one-third of
its U.S. venues in large malls, with the
others set for urban, mixed-use devel-

opments.

Its expansion is planned at a time when
mall landlords have big spaces to fill as
department stores and other retailers file
for bankruptcy or scale back operations.
Malls such as Oakbrook Center are rein-
venting themselves by bringing in new
tenants such as fitness centers, play
spaces and entertainment to fill vacancies.

Upheaval in the retail industry provides
opportunities for brands like Puttshack.

“Puttshack happens to be coming in
with the right product at the right time,
because from a mall perspective we are
driving that 21- to 35-year-old group,
which is a core demographic that malls
want to reach,” Vrankin said. “Malls are
looking for experiential tenants that can
lift other tenants.”

rori@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @Ryan_Ori

Business formations

Applications for the formation of a new
business per quarter, scale in thousands
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Working Lunch newsletter: Get the latest business news headlines, delivered
to your inbox midday weekdays. Go to chicagotribune.com/workinglunch

Who’s Who in Local Business: Have a promotion or hire you'd like to tell the
world about? Go to placeanad.chicagotribune.com/whos-who
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GLADYS BOURDAIN 1934-2020

Copy editor at New York Times
helped son reach an audience

By DANIEL E. SLOTNIK
New York Times

NEW YORK — Gladys
Bourdain, a longtime copy
editor at The New York
Times who helped kick-
start the writing career of
her son Anthony, the chef
who became a world-fa-
mous memoirist and televi-
sion host, died Friday at a
hospice facility in the
Bronx. She was 85.

Her son Christopher
confirmed the death. He
said she had been in failing
health for some time.

Gladys Bourdain began
her career at The Times in
1984 and worked there until
2008, developing a reputa-
tion as a strict grammarian
on the culture and met-
ropolitan desks. She also
wrote for outlets like Opera
News, Musical America and
The Times.

She profiled Julia Child
for The Times in 1978 after
a visit to Child’s home in
Southern France, describ-
ing her kitchen as “organ-
ized clutter”

Anthony Bourdain be-
came a hard-living chef, and
in the late 1990s he wrote an
article chronicling the
seamier secrets of life in the
restaurant business. He was

struggling to publish it in
1999 when Gladys Bourdain
mentioned to him that she
knew a Times reporter, Es-
ther Fein, who was married
to David Remnick, the
newly minted editor of The
New Yorker magazine.

“She came over, and she
said, ‘You know, your hus-
band’s got this new job, ”
Fein (who left The Times in
1999) said Monday. “I hate
to sound like a pushy mom,
but I'm telling you this with
my editor’s hat on, not my
mother’s hat on. It’s really
good, and it’s really interest-
ing, but nobody will look at
it, nobody will call him back
or give it a second look.
Could you put it in your
husband’s hands?”

Fein persuaded Remnick
to read the article, and The
New Yorker published it
under the title “Don’t Eat
Before Reading This” An-
thony Bourdain later said
that he had a book deal in a
matter of days after that.

Expanding on the article,
he wrote “Kitchen Confi-
dential: Adventures in the
Culinary Underbelly”
(2000), an unflinching look
at the food service industry
that became a No. 1 New
York Times bestseller.

The book’s success pro-

pelled Anthony Bourdain
from a brasserie kitchen
onto television, as the host
of “No Reservations” and
“Parts Unknown,” on which
he traveled the world sam-
pling different foods and
engaging with different cul-
tures.

Anthony Bourdain took
his own life in 2018 at 61.

Gladys Bourdain memo-
rialized her son with a
tattoo of his name on her
wrist — her first and only
tattoo.

Gladys Sacksman was
born in Manhattan on Oct.
19, 1934, to Martha and
Milton Sacksman. Her fa-
ther operated a small truck-
ing company, and her
mother was a homemaker.

She grew up in the Uni-
versity Heights neighbor-
hood of the Bronx and
attended what is now
Lehman College in that
borough. She worked for
TV Guide, The Record of
Bergen County, New Jersey,
and Agence France-Presse
before joining The Times.

She married Pierre Bour-
dain in 1954. They sepa-
rated in 1980. Pierre Bour-
dain died in 1987 In addi-
tion to her son Christopher,
she is survived by three
grandchildren.

(Chicago Daily Tribune

ON JANUARY 17 ...

In 1781, during the Revolu-
tionary War, American
forces defeated the British
in the Battle of Cowpens,
SC.

In 1893, the 19th president
of the United States, Ruther-
ford Hayes, died in Fre-
mont, Ohio; he was 70. Also
in 1893 Hawaii’s monarchy
was overthrown as a group
of businessmen and sugar
planters forced Queen Li-
li’'uokalani to abdicate.

In 1899, Al Capone, the
gangster who dominated
the Chicago mob during the
prohibition era, was born
Alphonse Capone in Brook-
lyn, NY.

In 1917, the United States
paid Denmark $25 million
for the Virgin Islands.

In 1919, pianist and states-
man Ignace Jan Paderewski
became the first premier of
the newly created republic
of Poland.

In 1920, Prohibition began
in the United States as the
18th Amendment to the
Constitution took effect. (It
was later repealed by the
21st Amendment.)

In1929, the cartoon charac-
ter Popeye the Sailor made
his debut in the “Thimble
Theatre” comic strip.

In 1945, Soviet and Polish
forces liberated Warsaw
during World War II. Also
in 1945 Swedish diplomat
Raoul Wallenberg, credited
with saving tens of thou-
sands of Jews, disappeared
in Hungary while in Soviet
custody.

In 1953, a prototype of the
Chevrolet Corvette was un-
veiled during the General
Motors Motorama at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel in
New York.

In 1961, in his farewell
address, President Dwight
Eisenhower warned against
the rise of “the military-
industrial complex.”

In 1964, former first lady
Michelle Obama was born
Michelle Robinson in Chi-
cago.

In 1966, a U.S. Air Force
B-52 carrying four unarmed
hydrogen bombs crashed on
the Spanish coast. (Three of
the bombs were quickly
recovered, but the fourth
wasn’t found until April)

In 1977, convicted mur-
derer Gary Gilmore, 36, was
shot by a firing squad at
Utah State Prison in the first
U.S. execution in a decade.

In 1984, the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled, 5-4, that the
private use of home video
cassette recorders to tape
television programs did not
violate federal copyright
laws.

In 1991, in the first day of
Operation Desert Storm,
US.-led forces hammered
Iraqi targets in an effort to
drive Iraq out of Kuwait; a
defiant Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein declared that
the “mother of all battles”
had begun.

In 1994, a 6.7 magnitude
earthquake struck Southern
California, killing at least 61
people and causing $20 bil-
lion worth of damage.

In 1995, more than 6,000
people were killed when a
72 magnitude earthquake
devastated the city of Kobe,
Japan.

In1996, Sheik Omar Abdel-
Rahman and nine followers
were handed long prison
sentences for plotting to
blow up New York-area
landmarks. Also in 1996
former U.S. Rep. Barbara
Jordan died in Austin,
Texas; she was 59.

In 1997, House Speaker
Newt Gingrich agreed to
submit to a reprimand by
the House and pay a
$300,000 penalty as puni-
shment for his ethics viola-
tions.

In1998, President Bill Clin-
ton gave a deposition in
Paula Jones’ sexual harass-
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ment lawsuit against him;
during the nearly six hours
of sworn testimony, Clinton
denied having had a sexual
relationship with former
White House intern Monica
Lewinsky.

In 1999, the defending Su-
per Bowl champion Denver
Broncos defeated the New
York Jets, 23-10, to win the
American Football Confer-
ence title; the Atlanta Fal-
cons upset the Minnesota
Vikings, 30-27, to win the
National Football Confer-
ence championship.

In 2000, decrying the Con-
federate flag as a symbol of
slavery and racism, nearly
50,000 people marched to
South Carolina’s Statehouse
on Martin Luther King Day
to demand the banner be
taken down. Also in 2000
British pharmaceutical
firms Glaxo Wellcome PLC
and SmithKline Beecham
PLC announced a merger to
form the world’s largest
drugmaker.

In 2001, faced with an
electricity crisis, California
used rolling blackouts to cut
off power to hundreds of
thousands of people. Gov.
Gray Davis signed an emer-
gency order authorizing the
state to buy power.

In 2002, Enron fired ac-
counting firm Arthur An-
dersen, citing its destruction
of thousands of documents
and its accounting advice;
for its part, Andersen said its
relationship with Enron
ended in early December
2001 when the company
slid into the biggest corpo-
rate bankruptcy in U.S. his-

tory.

In 2003, on the 12th anni-
versary of the Gulf War, a
defiant Saddam Hussein
called on his people to rise
up and defend the nation
against a new US.-led at-
tack.

In 2005, Iraqi expatriates
in 14 countries began regis-
tering to vote in Irag’s Jan.
30 elections.

In 2006, the Supreme
Court protected Oregon’s
assisted-suicide law, ruling
that doctors there who
helped terminally ill pa-
tients die could not be ar-
rested under federal drug
laws.

In 2013, former cyclist
Lance Armstrong confessed
to taking performance-en-
hancing drugs in his career
during an interview with
Oprah Winfrey.

In 2017, President Barack
Obama granted clemency to
Chelsea Manning, allowing
the transgender Army intel-
ligence officer convicted of
leaking more than 700,000
U.S. documents to go free
nearly three decades early.
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Beaulieu, Christopher F.
Christopher F. Beaulieu, 57, of Chicago passed
into eternal life on January
15, 2020. Dearly beloved
husband of Jennifer (nee
Palucki); loving son of
Loretta; dearest brother
of Larry Jr. (Nancy). Chris
earned a Bachelor of Science
from Indiana  University
. Northwest. He earned
v his Masters of Science in
Taxation from DePaul University. For 35 years he
was a CPA specializing in tax. He was the founder
and CEO of Blue Money Strategy Inc. in Schaumburg,
IL. Chris was a nominated board member of the IL
CPA Society and won a 2019 Distinguished Service
Award. He served as course reviewer and speaker
for Kaplan Professional. He enjoyed networking
with the Referral Experts and Networkers. He was
the Treasurer of First Folio Theater in Oakbrook, IL.
Chris was a huge fan of the Cubs, Blackhawks and
Bears. Most of all, he loved spending time with his
wife Jennifer. He was her world. Her everything.
Her Hero. Funeral services private. Memorial ser-
vice details to follow at caringcremations.com.
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Bedore, Lorraine Janet

Lorraine Janet Bedore, 86, longtime resident of
Lisle, at rest January 15, 2020. Beloved wife of the
late Robert. Dear daughter of the late Clarence
and Catherine Peterson. Loving mother of Bob
(Joan) Bedore, Gary Bedore, Gail Jungels, and Tim
Bedore. Cherished grandmother of Julianne ( Adam)
Mallonee, Elizabeth (Ben) Campbell, Ryan Jungels,
Sean (Erin) Jungels, and Nathan Jungels. Great
grandmother of Haley and Ethan Mallonee, Gabrielle,
Peter, and Isabella Campbell, and Jace, Maddox,
and Nico Bybee Jungels. Fond sister of Carol (Jack)
Coffman and sister-in-law of Lois (the late Jack)
Bedore. Many loving nieces and nephews. Visitation
will be held Sunday January 19 from 12 Noon until
time of Memorial Service at 4 PM at Blake — Lamb
Funeral Home 5015 Lincoln Ave., Lisle. Interment
Assumption Cemetery, Wheaton. Info. (630) 964-
9392 or www.blake-lambfuneralhome.com.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Brooks, Robert M.

Robert M. Brooks, passed away suddenly on Tuesday,
January 15, 2020 in Highland Park, IL. Loving husband
to Juliann Brooks, cherished father to Elizabeth (28),
Robert J. (27), and Angela (21) Brooks. Dear son of
Nancy and the late Robert J. Brooks. Beloved brother
to Martin (Jennifer) Brooks, Peter (Jodi) Brooks, and
the late Steven. Dear brother in law to Mary Brooks.
Fond uncle to 20 nieces and nephews. A visitation
will be held on Sunday, January 19, 2020 1-5 pm at
Kelley & Spalding Funeral Home, 1787 Deerfield Rd,
Highland Park, IL 60035. A funeral mass will be held
on Monday, January 20, 2020 10:00 am at Holy Cross
Church, 724 Elder Ln, Deerfield, IL 60015. Interment
will be private. In lieu of flowers, please consider
a donation to American Heart Association, 300 S
Riverside Plaza, Suite 1200 Chicago, IL 60606. For
info or directions please contact Kelley & Spalding
Funeral Home at 847-831-4260 or www.kelleyspald
ingfuneralhome.com

KELLEY & SPALDING
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

DeGroot, Dirk ‘Dick’

Dirk “Dick” DeGroot, age 94, of Wagenborgen,
Netherlands, formerly of Hinsdale. Beloved husband
of Aafke Bos-Ridder and the late Henrietta “Hank”;
loving father of Derek (Joan) DeGroot and Mark
(Lisa) DeGroot; step-father of Jan Willem (Yvon) Bos,
Evelien (Francis) Bos, and Berthil (Helene) Bos; de-
voted grandfather of Mark (Tricia), Adam (Whitney),
Amy (Ryan) Zmich, Dirk (Ali), Alex (Crystal), Mylena
Bos, and Lisanne Bos; great-grandfather of 8; fond
brother of Abel (the late Louise) DeGroot, Paul
(Flora) DeGroot, and the late Amelien (the late
Martjo) Drijver; uncle of many nieces and nephews.
Visitation Friday, January 17th, 3-8 PM, at Knollcrest
Funeral Home, 1500 S. Meyers Rd. (3 BIks. S. of
Roosevelt) Lombard. Memorial Service Saturday,
10:30 at The Christian Reformed Church of Western
Springs, 5140 Wolf Road, Western Springs, IL, 60558.
Interment private. Memorials to a charity of your
choice are appreciated. Funeral info: www.knoll-
crest.net or 630-932-1500.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Dombro, Maureen R.
Maureen R. Dombro nee Phelan. Age 77. Longtime
= S Evergreen Park  resident.
SR Graduate of Mother
| McCauley High School Class
8 of 1960. Longtime and ac-
tive member of Most Holy
Redeemer Church. Wife for
54 years of Thomas “Tom”
Dombro. Mother of Peg
Griffiths, Tom (Lisa) Dombro,
2 « Laura Dombro and Michelle
Dombro. Grandmother of Emma and Billy Griffiths,
Brennan and Nicholas Dombro, Rylee Dombro,
Benjamin, Jack and Ellie Threloff. Daughter of the
late Margaret nee Collins and Albert Phelan. Sister
of Bill (Patricia) Phelan, Patricia “Pat” (Phil) Wilson,
Michael (Marge) Phelan, Kathy (Tom) Lipinski, Denis
(Judy) Phelan, Richard (Jane) Phelan and Mark (Judy)
Phelan. Sister in-law of Joan (William) Mazan and
the late Ron (late Pauline) Dombro. Aunt, cousin
and friend of many. Resting at Most Holy Redeemer
Church, 9525 S Lawndale Ave, Evergreen Park on
Monday January 20, 2020 from 3:00 pm to 8:00
pm and Tuesday January 21, 2020 from 9:30 am
until time of Funeral Mass 10:30 am. Interment
St Mary Cemetery, Evergreen Park. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorials in Maureen’s name to Fr. Franzen
Scholarship Fund, c/o Most Holy Redeemer Church,
9525 S Lawndale Ave, Evergreen Park, IL, 60805
and Society of St Vincent Depaul at http://svdpusa.
plannedgiving.org/giving/5 would be appreciated
by the Dombro family. For further service informa-
tion contact Panozzo Bros. Funeral Home, Chicago
Heights 708-481-9230 and panozzobros.com
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Hoekstra Jones, Alberta

Alberta Hoekstra Jones, age 89, of Oak Brook.
Beloved wife of the late Richard Jones; loving
mother of Cristin Jones; Devoted grandmother
of Christopher Jones; Fond sister of Greta Schutt,
Thomas Hoekstra, Elizabeth Hoekstra, the late
Evelyn Ottenhoff, and the late George Hoekstra; aunt
of many nieces and nephews. Visitation Sunday,
January 19th, 3-8 PM at Knollcrest Funeral Home,
1500 S. Meyers Rd. (3 blks. So. of Roosevelt Rd)
Lombard. Funeral Monday 10:30 AM at the funeral
home. Interment Private For info: www.knollcrest.
net or 630-932-1500.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Chicago Tribume Death Notices

Chicago Tribune extends our condclences to the families
and loved ones of those who have passed,

chicagotribune.com/deathnotice

Kronika, Dianne Marie Margaret

Dianne Marie Margaret Kronika, nee Schleitwiler,
age 66 of Bourbonnais. Beloved wife of James Alan
Kronika, fond mother of Jessica (Alexander Bregola)
Kronika, Jacob (Veronica Niechajczk) Kronika and
David (Nastassia Whitten) Kronika; sponsor to
Christian Lacerona of the Phillipines and Jatendra
Kumar of India; dear grandmother of Mykaela
Kronika, Kaden Kronika, Jeanette Kronika and Harold
Kronika; sister of Barbara (Tony) Sakalys, Paul (Mary
Nichols) Schleitwiler, Judith Schieitwiler Wolicki and
the late Beverly McHugh (Thomas), Patrick (Noelle)
Schleitwiler and David (Marge) Schleitwiler, great
niece of Alice Schleitwiler, Phyllis Schleitwiler and
Lorraine Schleitwiler. Visitation Sunday, January 19,
2020 from 11 A.M. to 7 P.M. at Hitzeman Funeral
Home and Cremation Services, 9445 West 31st
Street, Brookfield, IL 60513. Funeral Service Sunday;,
January 19, 2020 at 8 PM. Information 708-485-
2000 or www.HitzemanFuneral.com

B e P
HITZEMAN FUNERAL HOME
ATION SERVICES

s HONGRING THE LIVES OF LOVID ONES SINCT 100 e

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Kutulas, William
It is with a heavy heart and great sadness that the
family of William Kutulas announce his
sudden passing on Saturday January
11, 2020 in the early morning. He was
75 years of age. William was a loving
husband of 44 years to Valerie and a be-
loved father to Ann (John), Eleni and Costa (Andrea).
Papouli was adored by his two wonderful grandchil-
dren William and Mia. William spent his early years
in Chicago where he grew up with his parents Gust
and Anna who have preceded him in death. Then
he moved to the suburbs as he began his new life
with his wife and growing family. William was proud
to serve his country during the Vietham War. He
never lost his sense of patriotism as his civilian life
began. William was a knowledgeable and insight-
ful man who welcomed the opportunity to work
hands on. Through his 35-year career in printing
with CCH to his later years of retirement working in
his workshop, William left a lasting impression with
everyone who knew him. To those who knew him
best, he was known as “Mr. Fixit.” His childhood
love of trains never passed, but only grew as his
years went on. One of his greatest pleasures in life
was visiting the lllinois Railway Museum, where he
felt like a kid again. He would carry that love home
where he would setup his model railroads for all to
enjoy. Everyone who knew him would tell you what
a kind hearted man he was. He was a kind man with
a big heart. He was always there with a helping
hand to all those in need. To all who knew him he
was a gentle soul.
Visitation Sunday January 19, 2020 from 3:00 pm
to 8:00 pm at Skaja Terrace Funeral Home 7812 N.
Milwaukee Ave. Niles, IL 60714. Funeral Monday
January 20, 2020 to start at Skaja Terrace Funeral
Home at 9:45 am followed by a 10:30 am service
at Holy Taxiarhai and Saint Haralambos Greek
Orthodox Church, 7373 N. Caldwell Ave. Niles,
lllinois 60714. Interment EImwood Cemetery.
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Long, Gerald
Jerry Long, 86, passed away peacefully at his home
3 on Friday, January 10, 2020.
N \;‘ Beloved husband of 59
~ years to Loretta “Lori” Long;
~—="father of Kevin (Sara CoXx)
Long, Kimberly (Brendan)
Long-Cullen and Christopher
(Amy) Long,  cherished
grandfather of Jennifer Long,
Isabella Cullen, Noah Cullen
and Spencer Long. lJerry
proudly served his country in the U.S. Army as an
SP 4, MP, Paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne, 101st
Screaming Eagles. He lived a life of adventure and
unwavering optimism (even for his beloved Chicago
Bears). He traveled the world delighting in new ex-
periences and regaling his friends and family with
his stories. Golfing was his passion along with skiing,
tennis, sailing and reading. Most important of all was
his family. Nothing gave him greater pleasure than
spending time with his grandchildren. A Celebration
of Jerry’s life will be held on Saturday, January 25,
2020 at 12 pm at the Bolingbrook Golf Club, East
Room, 2001 Rodeo Drive, Bolingbrook, IL. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be made in the
name of Gerald Long to www.pulmonaryfibrosis.org.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Mammas, Mary
Mary Mammas, nee Zeheralis, age 91, formerly of
Gary, Indiana and Vernon Hills, lllinois,
passed away on Saturday, January 11,
2020. Beloved wife of the late James
E. Mammas; loving mother of Lucia
Maria Greenawalt, Evan James (Marika
T.) Mammas and Paula Christine (Peter) Guletsky;
proud grandmother of Ryan (Kana) Greenawalt,
Darrin (Sarah) Greenawalt, Nathan (Courtney)
Greenawalt, Marysa Leah Greenawalt, Caidi
(Steve) Vanderporten, Joanna Marie Mammas,
Anastasia (Robert) Kelly, Tatiana Guletsky and
the late Alexander James Guletsky; blissful great-
grandmother of 10 great-grandchildren. Dear sister
of the late Chris Zeheralis and sister-in-law of Mary
“Becky” Zeheralis and fond aunt of many nieces and
nephews and their families. Family only will gather
for Private Funeral Services on Saturday, January 18,
2020, at SS Peter and Paul Greek Orthodox Church,
1401 Wagner Road, Glenview, IL 60025. Interment
also private. Kindly omit flowers. Memorial tributes
may be made in Mary’s name to SS Peter and Paul
Greek Orthodox Church. Arrangements made by
John G. Adinamis Funeral Director, Ltd. For more in-
formation please call 847-375-0095.

. 2. vz &3 .
Jetn G ddsreanmiis
Funeral Tireetos S

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Petell, Maureen
Maureen Anita Petell (Nee McMahon), former
longtime Hinsdale resident.
Beloved wife of the late Frank
Petell. Devoted friend and sis-
ter in law of Daniel B. Benoit.
A She is preceded in death by
her parents James and Mary
McMahon; brothers James
(Kay) and Robert McMahon
nd sisters Marjorie (Ron)
: raider and Marilyn Benoit.
Maureen was a fond sister-in-law, cousin, friend,
aunt, great-aunt, and stepmother. A visitation will
be held Saturday, January 18, 2020, from 9 AM until
time of funeral mass at 10 AM at St. Isaac Jogues
Catholic Church Hinsdale, 306 W. 4th St. Hinsdale,
IL 60521. Entombment to follow at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery in Alsip. Arrangements by Brian Powell
Funeral Directors of Hinsdale. For more information
630-703-9131 or www.powellfuneraldirectors.com.

FPoOWELL
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries
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Schlotzer, Robert Josef “’"Bob"”’

Robert Schlotzer, 86, died peacefully at home on
g January 12, 2020 in Land O’

Lakes, FL.

“Bob"” was Born in Sombor,
Serbia on September 11,
1933. After immigrating to
Southern Germany, he met
his wife Anna and they were
married in 1963. They came
to the United States together
in 1967. Bob was an electri-
cian & machinist who opened his own business
in 1978, his wife managing the office while raising
their two children. He loved photography, playing
the organ and was an active Ham Radio hobbyist
with the call sign NV9R.

Bob is survived by his loving wife, Anna Schlotzer
(Gross), daughter Yvonne (Mitchell), granddaughter
Arianna, of Land O’ Lakes, FL and son Eric, grand-
children Evangeline, Rafe and Rook of Ponte Vedra
Beach, FL.

Donations may be sent in lieu of flowers for
Anna'’s continued medical care:
Robert Schlotzer, 3989 Round Table Ct., Land O
Lakes, FL 34638

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Sobey, Michael E.

Michael E. “Bubba” Sobey, age 58, of Delton,
Michigan. Dear brother of Laura (Robert) Motycka
and Thomas Sobey. Fond uncle of Ryan, Nathan and
Tyler Sobey, and the late Bobby Motycka. Memorial
Visitation Monday, January 20, 2020 from 3 to 9
p.m. with a funeral prayer service at 8:30 p.m. at
the Richard-Midway Funeral Home 5749 Archer
Ave. (Corner of Lorel). Private interment St. Mary
Cemetery. 773-767-1840 or www.richardmidwayfh.
com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Stevens, Rita L.
Rita L. Stevens nee Gaynes, 94. Beloved wife of the
late Bernard Stevens. Loving mother of
Andrea (James) Maxwell, Joel Stevens
and Michael (Bing) Stevens. Devoted
grandmother of Justin (Amy) Stevens,
Mariel (Phil) Slater, Caroline (Kyle)
Moore and Feng Shun. Proud great-grandmother
of Evelyn Stevens, Elijah Stevens, Liam Moore and
Yi Ling Tong. Dear sister of the late Chester (the
late Naomi) Gaynes and the late Stanford Gaynes.
Service Sunday 11AM at Chicago Jewish Funerals,
8851 Skokie Boulevard, (at Niles Center Road)
Skokie. Interment Shalom. Memorials in her memory
to ORT America, Metropolitan Chicago Region, 3701
Commercial Avenue, Suite 13, Northbrook, IL 60062,
www.ortamerica.org/regions/chicago-region/
would be appreciated. Arrangements by Chicago
Jewish Funerals - Skokie Chapel, 847.229.8822,
www.cjfinfo.com

CHICAGO JEWISH FUNERALS

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Tamminga, Henrietta

Henrietta Tamminga, nee Hofmeyer, age 90 of
Lombard. Beloved wife of 66 years to George
Tamminga; loving mother of Cindy Tamminga,
Kristy (Dan) Bootsma, and Scott (Denise) Tamminga;
devoted grandmother of Joshua (Charis), Joseph
(Alyssa) and Matthew Bootsma, Nathaniel, Kathryn,
and Micah Tamminga; fond sister of Joan (the late
Marlyn) Bonnema, and the late John (the late Elma)
Hofmeyer; aunt of many nieces and nephews.
Visitation Sunday, January 19th, 3-8 PM at Knollcrest
Funeral Home, 1500 S. Meyers Rd. (3 BIks. S. of
Roosevelt) Lombard. In State Monday, 9 AM un-
til time of service at 10 AM at Lombard Christian
Reformed Church, 2020 S Meyers Rd, Lombard,
IL 60148. Interment Chapel Hill Gardens West
Cemetery. Memorials to Timothy Christian Schools,
188 W. Butterfield Rd., EImhurst, IL 60126 or Elim
Christian Schools, 13020 Central Ave., Crestwood,
IL 60418 are appreciated. Funeral info: www.knoll-
crest.net or 630-932-1500.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Whellan, Floyd

Floyd Whellan, age 82.
Beloved husband of Judy
nee Wright. Loving fa-
ther of Michael (Margaret
Menicucci), David (Elizabeth
Cohen) and Rebecca (Philip)
Susser. Proud grandfather
of Alexis, Cara, Hannah,
Jane, Nathan, Julia, Allison,
and Leo. Brother of Donald
: (Tanya). Floyd was a real

mensch. He proudly graduated from

The City College of New York (BA) and

the University of lllinois (MA). He went

on to a successful career as a human

resource executive in the communica-
tions industry. Floyd proudly served as president of
two synagogues and the Jewish Family Service in
San Antonio. He loved people and opened his heart
to family, friends, and strangers. He set an example
for all of us of “a life well lived.” Graveside service
Friday 10AM at Waldheim, Jewish Cemetery, 1400 S.
Des Plaines Ave., Forest Park, IL with a memorial ser-
vice to follow, 12PM at Chicago Sinai Congregation,
15 W. Delaware Place, Chicago, IL 60610. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be made to
The City College of New York, https://giving.ccny.
cuny.edu/page.aspx?pid=298 or JUF, www.juf.org.
Arrangements by Chicago Jewish Funerals — Skokie
Chapel, 847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com

CHICAGO JEWISH FUNERALS

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries
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TT°S AS CUTTHROAT
AS EVER RIGHT
NOW.

WE'RE TALKING ABOUT
TRADING THE 2016 MVP!

It’s crazy to think that cornerstones
Anthony Rizzo (44) and Kris Bryant might
not be Cubs for all that much longer.

Anthony Rizzo wants

to stay with the Cubs

long term. But as he
watches what’s happening
around baseball, he knows

he could end up elsewhere.

BY MARK GONZALES

This weekend could mark the final time
slugger Kris Bryant — the center of trade
speculation all offseason — participates in a Cubs
Convention as a player.

And Anthony Rizzo, the thickest pillar of the
franchise, didn’t rule out the possibility he could
end up playing elsewhere, too, before his storied
career ends.

“It would be naive for me not to,” Rizzo said
Thursday, five weeks after he learned the Cubs
wouldn’t continue discussions on a contract
extension.

The first baseman signed a seven-year, $41
million deal in 2013 with team options for 2020
and 2021. The Cubs picked up the $16.5 million

option for this season; Rizzo would receive a $2
million buyout if the Cubs decline the $16.5
million option for next year.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ (HELMET) AND
BRIAN CASSELLA (RIZZO AND BRYANT)

“It’s something I've stated before, that I

wanted to be here,” Rizzo said. “Obviously that’s
(an extension) not in the plans right now. It
doesn’t mean it’s not going to be. For me, it’s new
territory. ...

“My focus will be just be on this team winning
and for (manager) David Ross because this is a
dream come true. You’re playing for one of your
best friends. And I’'m going to see him grow as a
manager, and he’s going to help me continue to
grow in my career.”

Ross, Rizzo and several other Cubs distributed
sports equipment to youngsters Thursday morn-
ing at the Horner Park field house as part of their
annual community service day.

Rizzo, 30, has become one of the most popular
players in franchise history, based on his
production — averaging 103 RBIs in his last five
seasons and earning three All-Star and Gold
Glove selections apiece — his community service
... and helping the Cubs end a 107-year champi-

onship drought.

Turn to Rizzo, Page 4

Tough schedule could put
damper on run at playoffs

TORONTO — Go ahead and embrace
the latest Blackhawks revival.

Don't just stick your toe in and test the
waters. Dive right in and enjoy the fact
that the Hawks are in the playoff hunt.
There’s no reason not to.

Because chances are it will all be over
soon enough.

The Hawks did exactly what they
needed to do in their last three games in
beating the mediocre Ducks, the lowly Senators and the how-sad-is-it-
that-this-Original-Six-franchise-is-rarely-any-good Canadiens.

They did all they could in taking all six points that were available to
them. Now they have to be a whole lot better, and that’s the problem.

Nearly 50 games worth of evidence is in and nothing about the
Hawks indicates they will be able to rip off a bunch of wins in a row
against the NHL’s better teams. And, to be sure, those teams are out
there hungrily awaiting them.

JIMMY GREENFIELD
On the Blackhawks

Turn to Greenfield, Page 8

CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

LaVine’s star
shining brighter
every day

Bulls takeaways, Back Page

He pushed down barriers

NFL:s first black lineman and a Chicago Cardinal,
Slater is going into the Pro Football Hall of Fame

By PHIL THOMPSON

Fred W. “Duke” Slater
finally received a spot in
the Pro Football Hall of
Fame on Wednesday. The
selection thrilled football

experts familiar with the Slater
hidden history of African
Americans in the earliest days of
the sport.

Slater, a lineman for the Chi-
cago Cardinals from 1926 to 1931
after stints with the Milwaukee
Badgers and Rock Island Inde-
pendents, was one of 10 players
selected as part of the Hall of
Fame’s “Centennial Slate.” Former
Bears Jim Covert and Ed Sprinkle

were among the players
who will be inducted
Aug. 8 with Slater, who
died in 1966.

Slater dominated as a
collegian at Iowa before
becoming the NFL’s first
black lineman, and he
often was the only non-
white player on the field in the
1920s. He was named All-NFL
four times as a two-way player,
blocking for Hall of Famers such
as Ernie Nevers, Jim Thorpe and
Jimmy Conzelman and terroriz-
ing offensive backfields as a defen-
sive end.

Turn to Slater, Page 5
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PHIL ROSENTHAL
—— i LET’S PLAY 2
S ESPN should dump Mendoza
@Leafs Jets
6 p.m. 6 p.m.
NBCSCH NBCSCH
Baseball has been rocked by a cheating
scandal, and you know what ESPN analyst Friday Saturday
Jessica Mendoza said “doesn’t sit well with” @76ers Cavaliers
her and makes her “sad for the sport”? 6 p.m. 7p.m.
That former Astros pitcher Mike Fiers NBCSCH NBCSCH+
told The Athletic about the team’s
elaborate system for stealing opposing
catchers’ signs and alerting batters when a FRIDAY ON TV/RADIO

breaking ball was on the way.

Talk about a Mendoza line no one in
baseball should go near. That’s crazy.

The sport’s integrity was compromised,
yet Thursday on ESPN’s “Golic and
Wingo,” Mendoza said what made her
queasy was that Fiers discussed it on the
record with reporters Ken Rosenthal (no
relation) and Evan Drellich.

Their story precipitated a Major League
Baseball investigation that, as of Thursday,
has resulted in sanctions against the Astros
and cost three managers and a general
manager their jobs. But Mendoza thinks
Fiers was wrong?

If ESPN was looking for one more
excuse to blow up its “Sunday Night
Baseball” announcing team, Mendoza gave
it to them.

One “SNB” analyst, Alex Rodriguez,
cheated as a player. The other, Mendoza,
thinks telling reporters about cheating is
wrong.

Hard to believe these two haven’t meshed
better on telecasts. They both need to go.

This is not a corked bat or spitball we’re
talking about. The 2017 World Series
champion Astros broke the rules to gain an
unfair edge for their batters. They stole and
decoded opposing catchers’ signs to
pitchers through use of a TV monitor,
conveying the information to the dugout by
banging on a trashcan.

“If you're with the Oakland A’s and
you’re on another team I mean, heck yeah,
you better be telling your teammates,
‘Look, hey, heads-up, if you hear some
noises when you’re pitching, this is what’s
going on. For sure,” Mendoza said to Mike
Golic, who merits criticism for failing to
challenge her. “But to go public? Yeah, that
didn’t sit well with me and, honestly, it
made me sad for the sport that that’s how
this all got found out.

“I mean, this wasn’t something that MLB
naturally investigated or that even other teams
complained about because they naturally
heard about it and then investigations
happened, but it came from within.

“It was a player that was a part of it but
benefited from it during the regular season
when he was a part of that team. ... I totally
get telling your future teammates, helping
them win, letting people know. But to go
public with it, call them out and start all of
this, it’s hard to swallow.”

It helps not one iota that Mendoza also
works for the Mets as a baseball operations
adviser, as the Mets have become at least
peripherally involved in this scandal
through Carlos Beltran.

The commissioner’s report identified
Beltran as involved in the Astros’ cheating
scheme as a player. He was named the
Mets manager on Nov. 4, and his departure
from the team was announced Thursday
not long after Mendoza’s remarks.

ESPN has never seemed to mind that its
announcers have conflicts along these
lines. It should. It’s nuts that someone such
as David Ross was paid to both work as a
supposedly neutral TV analyst and as a
Cubs special assistant to baseball operations
before going all-in as Cubs manager this
offseason.

So ESPN has only itself to blame for
feeding viewers viewpoints and suspect
rationales that risk appearing compromised,
whether they are or not.

Mendoza issued a statement via Twitter
after Beltran’s exit in which she sought to
clarify her remarks and independence.

DANNY MOLOSHOK/AP
Jessica Mendoza, center, criticized Mike Fiers for stepping forward as a whistleblower.

“My advisory role with the team does
not shape my opinion in any way;” she said
in her statement.

Yet she simultaneously drove home even
more forcefully that she has no concept
what her role as a media figure should
entail.

“I believe it’s very critical that this news
was made public; I simply disagree with
the manner in which that was done,”
Mendoza tweeted. “I credit Mike Fiers for
stepping forward, yet I feel that going
directly through your team and/or MLB
first could have been a better way to
surface the information.”

ESPN already was said to be moving
toward revamping “Sunday Night
Baseball,” though the original New York
Post report on overhauling its announcing
crew curiously said Rodriguez’s job was
supposedly safe. There’s no question it
merits a major makeover.

Mendoza’s misguided remarks should
reduce the flak ESPN executives might
face for dropping her from the high-profile
prime-time sportscasting gig.

Dump her from “Sunday Night Baseball.”
Dump Rodriguez too. Give Matt Vasgersian
new partners or blow up the whole booth
and start from scratch. Whatever.

Keeping this group intact can’t sit well
with viewers. It will just make everyone
sad for the sport.

NBA
6 p.m. Bulls at 76ers NBCSCH, ESPN
WSCR-AM 670

8:30 p.m. Blazers at Mavericks ESPN

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
6 p.m. Dayton at St. Louis ESPN2
6 p.m. Furman at Wofford ESPNU

6 p.m. Wisconsin at Michigan State FS1
8 p.m. Michigan at lowa FS1
GOLF

11 a.m. LPGA: Tourn. of Champions Golf
2 p.m. Latin America Amateur ESPN2
2 p-m. PGA: American Express Golf
6 p.m. Champions: Mitsubishi Golf
Midnight Asian: Singapore Open Golf
2:30 a.m. (Sat.) Euro: Abu Dhabi Golf
GYMNASTICS

8 p.m. Oklahoma at Alabama ESPN2
HOCKEY

5 p.m. Notre Dame at Ohio State BTN

5:30 p.m. N. Dakota at Miami (Ohio) CBSSN

6:30 p.m. Penguins at Red Wings NHL
8 p.m. Michigan St. at Wisconsin  ESPNU
TENNIS

1:30 a.m. (Sat.) Adelaide Tennis
WRESTLING

8 p.m. Ohio State at Wisconsin BTN

RIZZO: THERE’S NO
CHEATING ON NORTH SIDE

Anthony Rizzo wanted to make
something clear in light of the Astros’
cheating scandal: The Cubs follow Major
League Baseballrules. “It’s 100% safe to
say that,” Rizzo said. “That’s for sure, on
the record.” Rizzo said he supports the
penalties being handed out. “(The video
cheating is) something that hopefully
gets nixed fast. There’s in-game stuff
that’s part of the game, but there’s other
stuff that seems to take it too far. The
commissioner (Rob Manfred) did a good
job of handling it.” — Mark Gonzales

Listen to top
headlines using
your smart speaker.

To learn how, visit
chicagotribune.com/smart-brief

Chicago Tribune

Mets, Beltran opt to
part ways amid scandal

BY MIKE FITZPATRICK
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Carlos Beltran, called out
on a curveball again.

So for the second time since they last
threw a pitch, the Mets are in the market for
anew manager.

Sign of the times.

Beltran’s 2!/>-month tenure as Mets
manager ended Thursday before he spent a
single game on the bench, the latest fallout
from the Astros’ sign-stealing scandal that
has rocked Major League Baseball.

The Mets announced the decision in a
news release, saying Beltran and the team
“agreed to mutually part ways.” The move
came two days after the Red Sox cut ties
with manager Alex Cora, who was the
Astros bench coach in 2017 when Beltran
played for the Astros.

A day before that, manager AJ Hinch and
general manager Jeff Luhnow were fired by
the Astros soon after they were suspended
for the 2020 season by Commissioner Rob
Manfred for their roles in the cheating
scheme.

Next to fall was Beltran, the only Astros
player mentioned by name Monday when
MLB issued its findings from an investiga-
tion into the club’s conduct. No players
were disciplined, but the nine-page report
said Beltran was among the group involved
in the team’s illicit use of electronics to
pilfer signs during the Astros’ run to the
2017 World Series championship.

“Over my 20 years in the game, I've
always taken pride in being a leader and
doing things the right way, and in this
situation, I failed” Beltran said in a
statement issued through agent Dan Lozano.

“As a veteran player on the team, I
should’ve recognized the severity of the
issue and truly regret the actions that were
taken. I am a man of faith and integrity and
what took place did not demonstrate those
characteristics that are so very important to
me and my family.

“I'm very sorry. It’s not who I am as a
father, a husband, a teammate and as an
educator. ... I hope that at some point in
time, Ill have the opportunity to return to
this game that I love so much.”

Mets general manager Brodie Van Wagenen
and Chief Operating Officer Jeff Wilpon
met with MLB deputy commissioner Dan
Halem and Bryan Seeley, who headed the
investigation, on Wednesday morning in
New York, then with Beltran at the team’s
spring training complex in Florida on
Wednesday night and Thursday morning,

“Considering the circumstances, it be-
came clear to all parties that it was not in
anyone’s best interest for Carlos to move
forward as manager of the New York Mets,”
Van Wagenen and Wilpon said in a
statement.

GREGORY BULL/AP

Carlos Beltran’s first managerial job ended
before it even really began.

“We believe that Carlos was honest and
forthcoming with us. We are confident that
this will not be the final chapter in his
baseball career”

On a later conference call, Wilpon said
the team had heard in advance “from
sources” that Beltran wasn’t going to be
suspended by MLB.

“I think the change was when the report
did come out, how prominent he was in it,”
Wilpon said.

The commissioner’s office didn’t pres-
sure the Mets to fire Beltran, Wilpon said,
telling executives it was the club’s decision.

“This has been a difficult week. Make no
mistake, it’s been difficult for everyone
involved,” Van Wagenen said.

“When we met with Carlos, we had to
make an assessment of, where do we go
from here? And in Carlos’ thought process
as well as ours, we both agreed that it was
going to be incredibly challenging and
incredibly difficult to do the job in a way in
which he intended and the way in which he
could utilize the best of his abilities.”

The Mets said they will consider a
number of internal and external candidates
to be their next manager, and they hope to
choose one soon.

With spring training less than a month
away, there isn’t much time to pick a
successor. Options could include new
bench coach Hensley Meulens and ESPN
analyst Eduardo Perez, who interviewed
for the job last fall.

The 42-year-old Beltran, with no mana-
gerial experience, was hired to replace
Mickey Callaway as Mets skipper on Nov. 1.
The former Mets slugger was given a
three-year contract with a club option for
2023 and introduced three days later during
anews conference at Citi Field.

B A source confirmed Thursday night that
the Cubs granted permission to the Astros
to interview third-base coach Will Venable
for their managerial opening. Venable, 37,
served as the Cubs’ first-base and outfield
coach for the last two seasons following a
nine-year playing career. — Mark Gonzales
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Some key positions
still need addressing

BY MARK GONZALES

Cubs President Theo Epstein warned as
recently as five weeks ago at the winter
meetings that the Cubs might not alter
their roster much this offseason.

“We’re not going to force anything”
Epstein said. “We’re not going to make
change for change sake”

Nevertheless, several positions are ex-
pected to be addressed, perhaps as soon as
an arbitrator rules on a Kris Bryant’s
service-time grievanc.

In the meantime, here’s a look at the

positions in question:
1. Starting pitching

The expectation is that the Cubs will get
at least one top prospect in any trade
involving Bryant. For now, the rotation
consists of Yu Darvish, Kyle Hendricks,
Jon Lester and Jose Quintana.

Tyler Chatwood improved enough last
year to earn a shot at the fifth spot, but Alec
Mills, Colin Rea, Adbert Alzolay and Jharel
Cotton will get extended looks.

Alzolay and Cotton could be candidates
for long relief.

2. Second base

This is a crowded position, even after
the Cubs traded Tony Kemp to the
Athletics on Monday.

If the Cubs don’t acquire a bona fide
everyday second baseman, rookie Nico
Hoerner could share playing time with a
productive left-handed hitter.

Daniel Descalso, 33, is coming off an
injury-plagued, unproductive 2019 season
and is guaranteed $2.5 million. Epstein
praised Descalso after the season for his
mentoring and leadership behind the
scenes, but the Cubs need him to hit.

Switch hitter Robel Garcia, who played
46 games for Aguilas in the Dominican
Winter League, desperately needs to im-
prove on his 56.6% contact rate of 2019.

David Bote is another possibility at
second, but he could get more time at third
if Bryant is dealt. He hit better against
right-handed pitchers (271) than left-
handers (.218) last season.

Left-handed hitter Carlos Asuaje, signed
to a minor-league contract, is a long shot.

Tyler Chatwood, top, will have to battle for
a rotation spot. Nico Hoerner, above, is a
platoon option at second base.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY ERIN HOOLEY
(CHATWOOD) AND JOHN J. KIM (HOERNER)

3. Center field

The Cubs are hoping for a revival from
Albert Almora Jr., who suddenly couldn’t
hit left-hander last year. And his average on
batted balls in play dipped to .255.

Laying off pitchers’ preferred pitches
early in counts will be key to Almora
bouncing back.

Switch hitter Tan Happ showed im-
provement after returning from Triple-A
Iowa in late July, slightly reducing his
strikeout rate to 25%. He could play a
larger role if he can keep up his improved
contact rate (71.1%).

Jason Heyward played center field for
most of the second half, but he appears set
to return to right, barring the highly
unlikely re-signing of Nicholas Castellanos.

The leadoff spot could hinge on the
Cubs’ second-base and center-field plans.

4. Bullpen

The Cubs loaded up on low-cost options
this offseason.

The sleeper could be Dan Winkler, who
has struck out 115 in 100 !/5 innings over
parts of five seasons with the Braves but
has been hampered by elbow injuries.

Former closer Brandon Morrow was
re-signed to a minor-league deal and could
assist Rowan Wick with late-inning duties
if he’s fully healthy for the first time in 20
months.

Rule 5 selection Trevor Megill will get
an extended look. Ryan Tepera, who
pitched parts of the last five seasons with
the Blue Jays, has one minor-league option.
Duane Underwood prospered after a move
from starter to reliever but is out of options.

From the left side, C.D. Pelham could
benefit from a change of scenery after the
Cubs claimed him off waivers from the
Rangers.

Brad Wieck limited right-handed bat-
ters to a .183 batting average and could
provide a mid-inning complement to Kyle
Ryan with new rules requiring a reliever to
face at least three batters.

Happ ready to be as versatile as he can

Utilityman hoping to carry
momentum of strong '19 finish

BY MARK GONZALES

Ian Happ left the warmth of Austin,
Texas, to participate in a charity golf event
Wednesday night in Chicago before at-
tending this weekend’s Cubs Convention.

While the Cubs have been largely dormant
this offseason, Happ said he has prepared
for any role under new manager David Ross.

“It’s always how I've played, especially
in Chicago,” Happ said before his Fore the
Kids event at Five Iron Golf in River North
to support the First Tee of Greater
Chicago. “My body is ready. 'm ready for
whatever they want me to be and (to) be as
versatile as I have to.”

Happ said he hasn’t dwelled on the team’s
lack of moves, echoing the sentiment of
President Theo Epstein that the Cubs still
have plenty of talent after failing to reach
the playoffs for the first time since 2014.

“No matter (what the front office) does,
we’ll have a good product out there, and all
of us are excited about it,” Happ said.

Happ believes the improvements he
made in the final two months of 2019 after
a humbling stint at Triple-A Iowa will
serve as a springboard to the success the

Cubs envisioned when they se-
lected him in the first round of the
2015 draft.

“Strikeouts were down, the
walks and power were still there,”
said Happ, who trimmed his
strikeout rate from 36.1% to 25%,
raised his contact rate from 66.5%
to 71.1% and posted a career-high
.564 slugging percentage.

“That’s what I was searching for, that
balance where I was putting the ball in play
when I needed to and still being able to
drive the ball and still have those on-base
and (slugging) numbers. It came together,
and I want to build on that.”

Barring a late trade, Happ stands a
chance to regain the starting center-field
duties he lost in 2018 with competition
from Albert Almora Jr. He also might get a
look at third base if Kris Bryant is dealt or
second base.

Shortly after signing with the Cubs,
Happ sought an offseason residence where
he could do his baseball training outside in
the morning and play golf in the afternoon.
The Pittsburgh native settled on Austin.

“It really doesn’t get much better than
that,” Happ said.

The same could be said of his fundrais-
er’s mission to provide an opportunity for
more kids to play golf.

Happ

Keith Happ, Ian’s late father,
was a longtime USGA Green
Section agronomist who served
on the board of the First Tee of
Pittsburgh. Happ became more
determined to get involved after
attending a First Tee event two
years ago as the guest of Luke
Donald, the former world No. 1
golfer who went to Northwestern.

“T wanted to give back to greater
Chicago, and to be able to do it through an
organization that is making an impact in
helping kids,” said Happ, who hopes more
Chicago professional athletes will get
involved, especially those who have a
passion for golf. “The core values I learned
from my dad on the golf course about
honesty, integrity and perseverance, it’s
something I strongly believe in.

“The two things I want to focus on with
my work (are) mental health and wellness.
This covers both — teaching good mental
habits as well as getting kids active.”

Happ drew parallels between baseball
and golf.

“It takes a lot of patience and a lot of
failure;” said Happ, stressing that the First
Tee’s primary goal is to make better human
beings. “It’s helping kids and being able to
teach them skills they can use in business
and their future.”

Rickettses
won't duck
questions

Bloom of 2016 championship
fading after nonplayoff season

Cubs co-owner
Laura Ricketts insisted
she and her siblings are
not ducking fans or the
media by ditching their
question-and-answer
session at the Cubs
Convention.

“No, I'm here with
you,” Ricketts said
Thursday after a Cubs
Charities event in Ravenswood Manor.
“Tom gets exposed to the media a lot.

“It’s so funny when people say Tom is
trying to duck the media or the fans because
he walks the ballpark every single game.
He has to be one of the most available
owners in the league to our fans, and he’ll
be walking around at the convention.”

Most or all of the four Ricketts siblings
who own the Cubs — Laura, Tom, Pete
and Todd — have held court at the
convention during the first decade of the
family’s ownership. They gladly accepted
the thanks of many Cubs fans at the 17
convention after the 2016 championship.

But that seems like eons ago now. They
canceled their convention panel last year
amid the Addison Russell controversy,
following an offseason lacking in
free-agent spending.

This year they’d probably face some of
the same questions about the Cubs payroll,
not to mention rumors of trading popular
third baseman Kris Bryant, or Todd
Ricketts’ role in the reelection campaign
of President Donald Trump. It’s easier to
just say no.

“I know a lot of people make a big deal
of the fact that we don’t do our panel, which
we really enjoy,” Laura Ricketts said. “But
we were like the lowest-rated panel. A lot
of people come to it, I think, because
there’s nothing else going on maybe.

“But I told Tom we should just do it
anyway next year”

In the meantime, Laura confirmed she
and Tom will make a guest appearance
Friday night on Ryan Dempster’s faux
late-night talk show, answering questions
from the former pitcher and current Cubs
employee.

But whether Dempster will bring the
heat remains to be seen. After all, his talk
show could be a regular part of Marquee
Sports Network programming, and
Dempster will be interviewing his bosses.
Will a front-office employee ask the
owners why the front office isn’t spending
any money? Tune in or tune out.

Laura said they’re looking forward to
the appearance, adding “it seems like (fans
ask) the same questions every year, largely.”

That’s partly true. Cubs fans have been
asking about bringing back Sammy Sosa
and the team not spending enough money
since before the Ricketts family bought
the Cubs.

First and foremost, most Cubs fans are
wondering whether they’ll be able to
watch the games on TV, as there has been
no announcement on a deal between
Marquee and some local cable companies,
including Comcast.

“I don’t think anyone should worry at
this point,” she said. “There’s a lot of
moving parts with regards to carriage
(fees). Obviously everyone wants to get
the best deal they can. We don’t want fans
to have to pay a lot of money to be able to
see the Cubs.

“We just want it to be reasonable. It'll
happen. We have some time.”

After decades of epic fails by the Wrigleys,
Tribune Co. and Sam Zell, the Rickettses
took over in 2010 and eventually putina
game plan that succeeded, thanks mostly
to the hiring of President Theo Epstein in
2011. When the sale of the team was going
through, I asked Tom Ricketts whether
the recent owners had done enough to win.

“I really don’t have anything critical to
say about the Tribune (Co.), obviously,” he
said. “The fact is the team has won a lot of
games over the past few years and that the
Tribune certainly gave them enough
financial flexibility to put the right team on
the field. I think the Tribune worked hard
in trying to make us a winner. I think family
ownership is going to be a better answer
for the team in the long run, but T have
nothing critical to say about the Tribune.”

Everyone was glad to see Tribune Co. and
Zell go, and the Rickettses accomplished what
they set out to do. But now they’re facing
the same skepticism as their predecessors.

Epstein is trying to keep the payroll under
the $208 million luxury-tax threshold
after the Cubs paid around $7 million in
taxes last year. They face more substantial
penalties if they exceed the threshold in
back-to-back seasons. But with all the new
revenue streams created over the last few
years with the Wrigley renovation, why
shouldn’t the Cubs just bust the budget to
give them a better chance to win?

“Yeah, we have some new revenue
streams, but everything we make goes
back into the team,” Laura said.

Laura said she was optimistic about
2020 because of the returning talent and
new manager David Ross, who she believes
will “add an incredible dimension to the
clubhouse.”

Still, she and her brothers must realize
there’s a growing disconnect with a fan
base that no longer is content with simply
contending.

“Obviously everyone is disappointed
about the end of last yearm” she said.
“There’s no hiding that, no sugarcoating
that. But we still have a lot to be excited
about, to look forward to.”

PAUL
SULLIVAN
On the Cubs
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Cubs pitching in off the field
to give back to community

Cubs manager David Ross, left, and first baseman Anthony Rizzo clap on stage for
students during the Cubs Community Service Day on Thursday at Horace Greeley

Public School in Chicago.

Rizzo
Continued from Page 1

But Rizzo is aware of the business side of
baseball, with the Cubs facing the possibil-
ity that All-Star shortstop Javier Baez,
Bryant and Rizzo could become free agents
after 2021 with several needs to address
and currently no wiggle room to stay under
the competitive-balance salary threshold
unless they deal a prime player such as
Bryant and his $18.6 million salary in 2020.

After learning that the Cubs tabled
extension talks, Rizzo preferred to keep his
feelings “in-house”

“T've stated how much I love this place,”
Rizzo said. “It’s like home to me and my
wife and family. But this is a business. I said
this in August. It’s as cutthroat as ever right
now. We’re talking about trading the 2016
MVP (Bryant) who has done a lot for this
franchise. It’s a whole different ballgame
we’re working with right now.”

The Cubs have tendered contract exten-
sions to several young stars over the last
few winters, with only pitcher Kyle
Hendricks (four years, $55.5 million)
agreeing to a deal last spring.

The Cubs hold a team-friendly $16.5
million option on Rizzo for 2021, and he
understands why many of his teammates
would decline signing a long-term deal.

“You’re having guys who haven’t seen
Triple A yet getting $60 million guaran-
teed,” Rizzo said. “A couple good years in
this league will get you a lot, a lot of money.

You block that out as a player when you get
on the field, but this is our living too.”

Rizzo has maintained a friendly rela-
tionship with team President Theo Epstein
dating to their days with the Red Sox
organization in 2007, and Rizzo under-
stands the stalemate isn’t personal.

“It would be naive of us players to not
know that they have a business to run,”
Rizzo said. “And we’re part of their
business and a part of that too.

“We're players. We know this game
doesn’t really know any names. We’re just
another piece to the puzzle. If I'm not
playing first base, someone else will be.
That’s the way it is”

Bryant is expected to meet the media
before the convention’s opening ceremony
Friday night at the Sheraton Grand Chi-
cago. Rizzo said the third baseman is in “a
good place” after a trip to Hawaii and with
his first child due in April.

Bryant’s trade value will become clearer
after an arbitrator rules on a grievance that
will decide whether he can become a free
agent after 2020 or 2021.

For now, Ross is operating as if his roster
will remain intact — including Bryant.

“m always going to love that guy,
whether he’s a Cub or puts on a different
uni,” Ross said. “That’s how baseball works
sometimes. Right now he’s on my team,
and I'm excited about it.

“If KB gets traded, if (Kyle) Schwarber
gets traded, those are things I’'m not privy
to in conversation. I plan on going to spring
training with Anthony Rizzo, Kris Bryant,
Kyle Schwarber, Jon Lester, Yu Darvish.”

Mariota still finds ways
to impact Titans’ run

Former starting QB leading
scout team since benching

BY TERESA M. WALKER
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The Titans
benched Marcus Mariota for Ryan Tan-
nehill in mid-October after a 2-4 start.
Finding the No. 2 pick overall from the
2015 draft isn’t that hard during their
amazing playoff run.

Just keep an eye on the field.

The Titans (11-7) have gotten Mariota
into each of their last three games with him
completing a pass in two games while
going out for a pass just last week. Coach
Mike Vrabel makes clear they plan to keep
tapping him as long as he’s still on the
roster.

“Well, we just like to try to have a role for
everybody that’s active in the game,)”
Vrabel said. “And Marcus not only had a
role in the game, but will continue to have a
role in the game. He helped us prepare last
week. I know that he’ll do the same thing
this week.

“He’s been very supportive of Ryan, so
we’'ll keep finding ways for him to help us
during the games.”

Mariota had a 92.3 passer rating during
the regular season with seven touchdown
passes and only two interceptions before
being pulled in the third quarter of a 16-0
road loss to the Broncos on Oct. 13.

The Titans switched to Tannehill look-
ing for more output on offense, and they
averaged 304 points the rest of the regular
season.

That’s left Mariota running the scout
team, and he’s helped by pretending to be
Deshaun Watson, Tom Brady, Lamar
Jackson and now defending NFL MVP
Patrick Mahomes in practice as the Titans
prepare to visit the Chiefs (13-4) on Sunday
in the AFC championship game.

“I take every single day and I try to make
the most of it,” Mariota said Wednesday
before practice.

“We have a great defense, and for me, it’s
an opportunity to get better. Anyway I can
help this team and try to mimic or emulate
what these guys are during the game, I'm
going to do it. 'm just going to try to help
our guys out.”

That’s not all Mariota has done.

Mariota wound up on the field in the
regular-season finale against the Texans,
throwing a 24-yard pass to rookie A.J.
Brown.

“He told me (during) the week he was
going to throw me the ball if he checked it,”
Brown said.

“I knew the ball was coming to me. He
told me to score, and I was kind of gassed at
the moment. I was kind of down I didn’t
score on that play”

Mariota also came on the field in
Foxborough, Massachusetts, during the
Titans’ 20-13 wild-card win over the
Patriots. He completed a 4-yard pass to
tight end MyCole Pruitt on the eighth play
of the Titans’ opening drive.

Coming in for one play and one throw
isn’t what Mariota had been used to having
started 61 of 63 games since the 2014
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QOB Marcus Mariota, above, was benched
in favor of Ryan Tannehill in October.

NFL PLAYOFFS: CHAMPIONSHIPS

1 #6Titans at Super
#2 Chiefs Bowl
2:05p.m. Sunday LIV
CBS-2 Miami

Gardens,
7 #2Packers at Florida
#149ers Feb. 2
5:40 p.m. Sunday 5:30 p.m.
FOX-32 FOX-32

Heisman Trophy winner was drafted out
of Oregon.

“It’s different for me for sure, but I
appreciate the fact that I get to be out there
with the guys,” Mariota said.

“Every single time, every single moment
that you’re on the field I never take it for
granted.”

And he might've scored against the
Ravens last week in the divisional round if
only Derrick Henry hadn’t thrown into
triple coverage to Corey Davis with his
jump pass. Mariota was wide open out to
the right, but Davis always was the
intended target.

Chiefs coach Andy Reid remembers well
Mariota leading the Titans to a 22-21
wild-card win on Jan. 6, 2018, when he
even caught his own pass. So Reid is well
aware that the Titans can use Mariota as
another option.

“That’s one of the benefits to having him
there;” Reid said. “He’s a Heisman winner,
he can run the ball, he can throw the ball.
He’s a good football player. You’ve got to be
ready for that”

Mariota earned $20.9 million this sea-
son with the Titans picking up the
fifth-year option on his rookie contract.
With Tannehill and the Titans thriving
together, Mariota will be a free agent
March 18 with a new team in his future.
Mariota says he’s focusing only on one day
at atime.

“If I can just be present here and help
our guys out, help this team out, everything
else will fall into place,” Mariota said.

NFL NOTES

Misdemeanor arrest warrant
issued for Browns’ Beckham

News services

A misdemeanor simple battery warrant
has been issued for Browns wide receiver
and former LSU star Odell Beckham Jr.,
police in New Orleans said Thursday.

The warrant comes as video posted on
social media appears to show Beckham
swatting a security officer’s buttocks dur-
ing LSU’s locker room victory celebration
after Monday night’s college national
championship game in the Superdome.

“We are aware of the incident and have
been in touch with Odell and his repre-
sentatives on the matter;” the Browns said
in a statement. “They are cooperating with
authorities to appropriately address the
situation.”

LSU players were seen smoking cigars —
forbidden in the Superdome — in pictures
from the Monday night celebration. Au-
thorities reportedly warned them they
could face arrest.

In a 27-second video available on
Twitter, a security officer is seen standing
over an LSU player sitting on a locker room
bench. The officer appears to be searching
around the bench and pointing to the floor.
He can be heard talking about a “burn
mark” just before Beckham approaches
him from behind and appears to swat his
backside.

The arrest warrant follows another
post-game controversy involving Beck-
ham.

LSU has acknowledged contacting offi-
cials from the NCAA and SEC about
Beckham apparently handing out cash to
Tigers players on the field after the
national championship game.

LSU athletics spokesman Michael Bon-
nette said initial information suggested
that Beckham handed out “novelty bills” to
players after LSU defeated Clemson on
Monday night. However, further investiga-
tion showed that Beckham may have given
away real money, Bonnette said earlier this
week.

“We were in contact with the NCAA and
the SEC immediately upon learning of this
situation in which some of our student-

athletes may have been placed in a
compromising position,” Bonnette said.

Agent cuts ties with Brown: Drew
Rosenhaus is breaking up with Antonio
Brown.

The agent who'’s stood by the former
All-Pro receiver amid his numerous off-
field conflicts and incidents over the past
year and change conditionally cut ties with
his client, ESPN reported.

The move comes a couple of days after
Brown’s dispute with the mother of some
of his children went viral. In a video Brown
posted to Instagram, he can be heard
yelling profanities at the woman and police
who responded to the scene of the
disturbance at his Florida residence.

It’s far from the only time Brown has
made news in recent months. Last March,
the Steelers traded him to the Raiders after
he skipped practices before the team’s 2018
season finale and his relationship with
teammates including quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger soured.

The Raiders, likewise, cut Brown before
the start of the 2019 season following his
confrontation with general manager Mike
Mayock.

Browns then signed with the Patriots
and played one game for them before they,
too, cut him after a sexual misconduct
lawsuit was filed against him Sept. 10. He
has been out of football since.

Browns accelerate GM search: With
Vikings offensive coordinator Kevin Stef-
anski on board as their new coach, the
Browns have accelerated the search for a
general manager.

They will interview Patriots director of
college scouting Monti Ossenfort, The AP
reported.

Ossenfort, who has been with the
Patriots for 15 seasons, will talk with the
Browns on Friday.

The Browns will also meet Friday with
Eagles VP of football operations Andrew
Berry, and intend to interview Vikings VP
of player personnel/assistant GM George
Paton at some point.
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PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME

Karras finally gets Hall call

Ex-Lions star was greatest
defensive lineman from Gary

By MIKE HUTTON
Post-Tribune

Alex Karras finally made it the Pro
Football Hall of Fame on his terms.

Karras was elected Wednesday to the
Hall of Fame as one of 15 members of the
Centennial Slate. A panel of voters selected
10 senior-era players to be enshrined in
Canton, Ohio, this summer.

A 1954 Emerson High School graduate,
Karras was the greatest defensive linemen
ever from Gary.

A four-time Pro Bowler with the Lions
(1960-62, 1965), Karras was selected by the
NFL to the All-Decade team in the 1960s.
He died in 2012.

Karras likely would’ve been inducted as
soon as he was eligible had he publicly
apologized for gambling on NFL games
when he played. Karras was suspended for
the 1963 season, along with the Packers’
Paul Hornung, for betting.

His nephew Tony Karras said Alex
Karras told him Paul Hornung “made
restitution to the league. I didn’t”

Ted Karras Jr., also Alex Karras’ nephew,

VERNON BIEVER/GETTY

Alex Karras, who died in 2012, will be
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

said he got choked up when his uncle’s
name was called on television Wednesday.

He said Alex Karras was one that “never
cared for the accolades. He just loved playing
football. He would’ve been proud. Obviously,
this is the biggest one you can get.”

His brother Paul Karras told the Post-
Tribune in Alex Karras’ 2012 obituary that
the gambling incident had kept him out of
the Hall of Fame. Alex Karras refused to
apologize.

“He loved to gamble,“ Paul Karras said in
a 2012 interview. "That was part of the
Greek in him. He always bet on his own
team. He never would retract that. He
probably should’ve shown some humility,
but he didn’t. I think anything he did after
that was wrong. I'm sure that kept him out
of the Hall of Fame.”

Tony Karras said Alex Karras would’ve
appreciated being inducted.

“He would’ve been touched,” Tony Kar-
ras said. “He didn’t care about awards. He
didn’t even pick up his Outland Trophy
(which he won in 1957). He played all the
time. In all those pictures, his face is
bloodied. It was a tough time. He started to
appreciate it when he got older.”

Alex Karras’ daughter Carolyn Karras
told the Detroit Free Press she was
overwhelmed by his induction.

“He deserved to go in,” she told the Free
Press. “It’s just that I never thought that
he’d go in. I really didn’t. And I thought,
yeah, this year, if he doesn’t do it this year, I
don’t think he’s probably going to go.”

Earl Smith, a 1952 Gary Roosevelt
graduate who played with Karras for two
seasons at Towa, said it’s about time.

“He deserved to be in a long time ago,”
Smith said. “He was a great player and a
friend. T don’t know of anyone more

deserving than him”

Billy Gravel, a 1955 Hobart graduate who
also played with Karras at Towa, was happy
that he was finally getting his due.

“Tt’s well deserved,” he said. “He was one
of the greatest players I ever played against.”

Karras was a four-time all-state selection
at Emerson, where he also played basket-
ball and threw the shot put.

He led Iowa to the Big Ten title in 1956.
The Hawkeyes beat Ohio State 6-0 to clinch
first place, with Karras ending the game
with a sack on the final play.

He won the Outland Trophy, awarded to
the best lineman in the country, in 1957, and
he finished second in the Heisman Trophy
voting.

He was selected by the Lions with the
10th pick in the 1958 NFL draft. The sack
didn’t become an NFL statistic until 1982,
but historian John Turney of Pro Football
Journal estimates Karras finished with
100-110 sacks.

Karras started 153 straight games for the
Lions over a 12-year period. He finished
with 17 fumble recoveries, four intercep-
tions and a safety.

After his playing days, Karras worked as a
sportscaster and an actor, starring in
“Blazing Saddles,” and the ABC sitcom
“Webster”
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Former Chicago Cardinals lineman Fred W. “Duke” Slater, second from left, who played at lowa, poses with three other former football players who became judges.

Slater

Continued from Page 1

After his football career, Slater became
an attorney on the South Side and the first
black judge to serve on the Cook County
Superior Court.

Jeremi Duru, legal counsel to the Fritz
Pollard Alliance advocacy group, marveled
at Slater’s body of work.

“To be able to play at that high of a level,
last as long as he did under those hostile
circumstances, and then ... while you're in
the National Football League, you get a law
degree, and then go on to become an
attorney, and then become a judge, particu-
larly in that pre-Civil Rights era, it’s really
unfathomable and extraordinary,” Duru said.

“If there was an All-Around Accomplish-
ment Hall of Fame, then Duke Slater should
be in that as well”

Slater was a posthumous Pro Football
Hall of Fame finalist in 1970 and ’71 and was
bypassed by the Seniors Committee until
his 58th year of eligibility. His plight mostly
was due to a general lack of awareness of
lesser-known players from his era.

Pollard, the Chicago native and halfback
who became the first black player in the
NFL — then called the American Profes-
sional Football Association — in 1920 and its
first black coach the next year, was
inducted to the Hall in 2005. Several
historians argued Slater’s contributions as a
pioneer for black football players and
coaches were just as significant.

“(Pollard’s) more than deserving of being
in there,” said Neal Rozendaal, a fellow
TIowa alumnus who wrote a biography
about Slater in 2012. “But when you look at
their careers as a player, there’s no question
Duke Slater was sort of the greatest (African
American) player of his era.

“You kind of hoped he would get in
shortly after (Pollard), but it still took
another 15 years before Duke finally got his
call. But he got his call today.”

John Wooten, who retired last year as
chairman of the Fritz Pollard Alliance, said
Slater’s path was doubly difficult because
black players generally weren’t allowed to
play on the line.

“For years and years early on, there were
no (black) guards and centers in the National
Football League because they thought it
was a ‘thinking man’s position, OK? This is
where Duke Slater comes in,” said Wooten,
a two-time Pro Bowl guard who played for
the Browns and Redskins in 1959-68.

“Not only does he have the quickness, the
running ability, the physicality of the
position, but he is also very bright. And this

“They talked about Fordham’s

famous Seven Blocks of

Granite in the mid1930s,
and what a line that was.
Well, Slater was a One Man
Line a decade before that.
Seven Blocks of Granite? He
was the Rock of Gibraltar.”
— George Halas, in 1966, on Duke Slater

is why he was so special”

Wooten estimated there may be seven
offensive linemen in today’s NFL who
possess Slater’s all-around skill set.

“Some are good straight-ahead blockers,
but I'm talking about being able to pull out
of there and lead and blow guys off the line
of scrimmage with quickness, agility and
balance” he said. “That’s what Duke Slater
had”

Slater excelled as a defender too.

“It would look like a ball carrier was out
of reach,” Rozendaal said, “and all of a
sudden his arm would reach out and he
would grab a player with one hand and just
sling him to the ground. He was just an
incredibly dominant lineman.”

Slater was born in Normal, I1l., the son of
a minister. His grandfather, “Big George,”
was a masseur at the Palmer House.

Tribune columnist Dave Condon wrote
in August 1966, after Slater died at 67 of
stomach cancer: “As a boy he frequently
played prairie football at Racine Avenue
and 61st Street. The Chicago Cardinals
sprang from that neighborhood later.”

It was during that time Slater had a dog
named “Duke,” which is where most friends
and contemporaries believe he picked up
his nickname.

Slater played for Iowa’s Clinton High
School, which at the time didn’t furnish
players with shoes or a helmet, and his
parents could afford only one item.

He chose the shoes. A 1935 Tribune
illustration noted, “Duke of Slater, who
wore a 14 /> FF shoe, has the widest foot the
Big Ten conference has known.”

He kept playing without a helmet and
was said to “disdain the use of the
headgear;” according to Tribune archives.

Former teammate Burt Ingwersen told
the Tribune’s Condon about a trip to
Aurora, where a white crowd approached
Slater after the game.

“They were going to be rough,” Ingw-
ersen said. “I guess they weren’t accus-
tomed to seeing a great Negro athlete.

“Duke backed against a big tree. He invited
them at him, one at a time. You should have
heard the crowd change; from howlers to
cheerers. Duke could sure win friends.”

Slater’s father allowed him to quit school
for a brief time and got him a job cutting ice
on the Mississippi River in the winter,
according to various reports and biogra-
phies. Soon after he returned to school with
designs on going to college.

Slater played tackle for the Hawkeyes
from 1918 to ’21. In his final season Iowa
went 7-0 and beat Knute Rockne’s Notre
Dame team, which was riding a 20-game
winning streak. A statue was erected at
Kinnick Stadium in August depicting Slater
blocking three Fighting Irish players in that
game, clearing the way for a Gordon Locke
touchdown run. Slater was named All-Big
Ten three times.

Slater split his 1922 rookie year between
the Milwaukee Badgers, with Pollard and
Paul Robeson as teammates, and the Rock
Island Independents, with whom he played
until joining the Cardinals in 1926. He
stayed with the South Side team until 1931.

Back then, the Bears and Cardinals had a
North Side-South Side rivalry similar to the
Cubs and White Sox.

Slater was one of the blockers for Nevers
when the running back obliterated the
Bears, scoring six touchdowns in a 40-6 win
on Nov. 28,1929.

NFL and Bears founder George Halas
paid homage to Slater in a 1966 Tribune
article after Slater died.

“In the old Cardinals-Bears games, I
learned it was absolutely useless to run
against Slater’s side of the Cardinal line.
They talked about Fordham’s famous Seven
Blocks of Granite in the mid-1930s, and
what a line that was. Well, Slater was a One
Man Line a decade before that,” Halas told
the Tribune.

“Seven Blocks of Granite? He was the
Rock of Gibraltar”

Rozendaal said: “Physically he was a
dominant player. Today you say he was 215
pounds and that seems small. But in his day,
he was always one of the largest players on
the field.

“Obviously, with his background as an
African American, to make a living, he had
done a lot of hard-labor jobs hauling
concrete and hauling brick and shoveling
gravel. He was a chiseled, muscular force.
So other teams would send two or three
opposing linemen his way to try to keep him
out of the play”

Slater hardly ever came off the field,
playing 60 minutes the majority of games.

While Slater was recognized as a great
player, NFL owners did not want black
players in their league. As players such as

Slater and Pollard ended their careers, they
were not being replaced by other African
Americans. Finally, the owners instituted an
unwritten ban on black players from 1934 to
1946.

“It took extraordinary will to hold out,”
Duru said. “It wasn’t just that they were
being excluded by a formal ban or an
informal ban. In addition, they were
attacked on the field. It was just a brutal
existence.

“Pollard, who was of course smaller than
Duke, had this way of, after being tackled,
immediately flipping on his back and
(putting) his feet in a way above him that
would ward off people coming and trying to
pile up on him and injure him.

“So you can imagine that trying to play a
game, and excel at a game, while at the same
time protect yourself physically from racist
attacks, must have just been grueling”

Rozendaal agreed that Slater “was surely
a target for some rough play given his status
as an African American.”

After his NFL career, Slater coached at
Douglass High School in Oklahoma City
and later organized barnstorming teams for
black players, such as the Negro All-Stars,
Chicago Brown Bombers, Chicago Comets
and Chicago Panthers.

Slater played football while pursuing his
law degree, which he earned in 1928 by
passing the Iowa bar. He passed the Illinois
bar the next year.

He started a practice in Chicago and
became an assistant district attorney and
assistant Illinois commerce commissioner.
Slater was elected Chicago’s second black
judge in 1948, receiving 960,000 votes.

In a 1955 Tribune article following his
reelection to the bench in 1954, it was noted
that “never has a decision ... been reversed
by the appellate court.”

In 1960, Slater became the first black
judge to serve on the Superior Court of
Chicago. Four years later, he was appointed
to the newly formed Circuit Court of Cook
County.

Warren Wolfson, a judge and DePaul
professor, said Slater was well-liked and
respected in Chicago legal circles.

“My memory of him is he was a very
gentle soul,” Wolfson said.

Several of Slater’s supporters say he
evokes comparisons to another Pro Football
Hall of Famer who became a judge, former
Vikings defensive tackle and Minnesota
Supreme Court associate justice Alan Page,
who finished his career with the Bears from
1978 to’81.

“What’s amazing is he used football as a
springboard to other things in his life”
Rozendaal said of Slater. “He wasn’t re-
morseful or regretful about anything.”
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COLLEGES

SOCCER

LOYOLA 64, SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 48

Ramblers roll over SIU

Newcomers helped Loyola pull away from Southern Illinois for a 64-48 victory Thursday night at Gentile Arena, moving the Ramblers
into a tie for first place in the Missouri Valley Conference. Freshman Marquise Kennedy scored 17 points off the bench, while transfers
Tate Hall (16 points) and Keith Clemons (13 points) were major contributors for the Ramblers (12-6), who pulled even with idle
Northern Iowa and Bradley at 4-1 in conference play. Leading by five at halftime, Loyola used an 11-0 run over seven-plus minutes for a
51-36 advantage. The Salukis fell to 8-10, 2-3. For more coverage, go to chicagotribune.com/sports

CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Former Illini, Simeon forward Williams transfers to DePaul

By SHANNON RYAN

Former Illinois forward DJ Williams has
transferred from George Washington to
DePaul.

Williams, a Chicago native who played at
Simeon, is allowed to play immediately as a

graduate transfer. He can play the remainder
of the season before exhausting his eligibility.

Williams averaged 13.7 points and 4.7
rebounds last season, his only season at
George Washington, averaging 33 minutes
per game. He started his career at Illinois
with high expectations as a four-star recruit.

He played two seasons but averaged only
2.2 points in less than 20 minutes per game.
He was ranked as the No. 77 overall
recruit by 247Sports’ composite ranking as
part of the 2015 class.
DePaul (12-5, 0-4 Big East) plays No. 5
Butler on Saturday at Wintrust Arena.

Red Stars
acquire Hill,
draft 5 players

Plenty of happenings in
trade-filled NWSL draft

BY JEREMY MIKULA

The short story is the Chicago Red
Stars acquired six players during Thurs-
day’s National Women'’s Soccer League
draft in Baltimore.

The long story includes a flurry of
moves before the draft began that saw
the Red Stars swap allocation money and
picks in a series of trades.

The Red Stars acquired Orlando Pride
forward Rachel Hill in exchange for the
Nos. 3 and 26 picks. Additionally, the Red
Stars landed allocation money, the No. 19
pick and the Pride’s natural first-round
pick in 2021 in the deal.

The Red Stars entered the draft with
the Nos. 4 and 5 picks but traded them to
Sky Blue FC, who acquired U.S. women’s
national team star Mallory Pugh in a
separate deal, for the Nos. 2 and 3 picks.
Then the Red Stars dealt the No. 2 pick to
the Portland Thorns for allocation money.

By acquiring Hill, the Red Stars add a
forward to a lineup looking to replace
Sam Kerr’s 19 goals. Hill, who scored 11
goals in 60 appearances with the Pride, is
the second attacking player the team
acquired this winter after landing Kealia
Ohai from the Houston Dash.

“I am really appreciative of (coach)
Rory (Dames) and the rest of the staff for
bringing me in,” Hill said in a statement.
“I know there is a great group of girls
there, so I am really excited to get going.
The fans are always awesome every time
we have played there... you can always
hear them. They’re great and I am going
to work my hardest to do everything I
can to help the team.”

The Red Stars kept their remaining
picks, selecting USC defender Julia
Bingham with the No. 15 pick, Big Ten
defender of the year Camryn Biegalski of
Wisconsin with the No. 16 pick, Virginia
midfielder/defender Zoe Morse with
the No. 19 pick, Duke forward/midfield-
er Ella Stevens with the No. 24 pick and
Yale’s Aerial Chavarin with the No. 35
pick. Chavarin, who played in attack,
midfield and defense, was the Ivy
League defensive player of the year.

Biegalski, a Lombard native, has some
familiarity with Dames from her time
with youth club Eclipse Select.
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SCOREBOARD

EASTERN CONFERENCE

ATLANTIC W L PCT GB
Boston 27 13 .675 -
Toronto 26 14 .650 1
Philadelphia 26 16 .619 2
Brooklyn 18 22 .450 9
New York 1 31 262 17
SOUTHEAST

Miami 28 12 700 —
Orlando 20 22 476 9
Charlotte 15 29 341 15
Washington 13 27 325 15
Atlanta 9 32 220 19%
CENTRAL

Milwaukee 37 6 .860 -
Indiana 26 15 634 10
Chicago 15 27 357 21%
Detroit 15 27 357 21%
Cleveland 12 29 293 24
WESTERN CONFERENCE
SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB
Houston 26 14 .650 -
Dallas 26 15 .634 )
Memphis 19 22 463 7%

San Antonio 17 22 436 8%
New Orleans 16 26 381 11

NORTHWEST

Denver 29 12 .707 -
Utah 28 13  .683 1
Oklahoma City 23 18 .561 6
Portland 18 24 429 11%
Minnesota 15 25 375 13%
PACIFIC

L.A. Lakers 33 8 .805 -
LA.Clippers 29 13  .690 4%
Phoenix 17 24 415 16

Sacramento 15 26  .366 18
Golden State 9 34 209 25

THURSDAY’S RESULTS

Phoenix 121, New York 98
Milwaukee 128, Boston 123

New Orleans 138, Utah 132 (OT)
L.A. Clippers 122, Orlando 95
Denver 134, Golden State 131 (OT)
FRIDAY’S GAMES

Chicago at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.
Minnesota at Indiana, 6 p.m.
Washington at Toronto, 6 p.m.
Cleveland at Memphis, 7 p.m.
Miami at Oklahoma City, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at San Antonio, 7:30 p.m.
Portland at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.

BUCKS 128, CELTICS 123

BOSTON: Hayward 1-10 4-4 7, Tatum 8-20
0-217, Theis 5-81-2 12, Smart 6-15 7-7 24,
Walker 14-23 8-9 40, Green 1-2 0-0 2, Ojel-
eye 2-5 0-0 6, Williams 1-4 1-2 4, Kanter
4-61-19, Wanamaker 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 43-
98 22-27 123.

MILWAUKEE: G.Antetokounmpo 11-22
10-20 32, Middleton 8-13 4-5 23, B.Lopez
6-10 1-1 16, Bledsoe 2-9 4-4 9, Matthews
0-3 0-0 0, Connaughton 0-0 0-0 0,
llyasova 3-5 2-2 8, Korver 3-5 0-0 8,
R.Lopez 0-3 0-0 0, DiVincenzo 6-11 3-3 19,
Hill 4-6 2-2 13. Totals 43-87 26-37 128.

Boston 20 38 29 36-123
Milwaukee 36 40 30 22-—-128

3-Point Goals—Boston 15-48 (Smart 5-
10, Walker 4-11, Ojeleye 2-3, Theis 1-4,
Williams 1-4, Tatum 1-5, Hayward 1-9,
Wanamaker 0-2), Milwaukee 16-31 (Di-
Vincenzo 4-6, Hill 3-3, B.Lopez 3-5,
Middleton 3-5, Korver 2-3, Bledsoe 1-3,
G.Antetokounmpo 0-5). Rebounds—
Boston 43 (Walker 11), Milwaukee 48
(G.Antetokounmpo 17). Assists—Boston
16 (Wanamaker 4), Milwaukee 21 (G.An-
tetokounmpo 7). Total Fouls—Boston 25,
Milwaukee 22. A-17,873 (17,500)

ALL STAR FAN VOTING LEADERS
Game: Feb. 16, United Center, Chicago
EAST FRONTCOURT

1. Giannis Antetokounmpo, Mil4,474,107

2. Pascal Siakam, Tor 2,433,411
3. Joel Embiid, Phi 2,398,743
4. Jimmy Butler, Mia 2,046,257
EAST BACKCOURT

1. Trae Young, Atl 2,066,924
2. Kyrie Irving, Brk 1,814,618
3. Kemba Walker, BOs 1,797,633
4. Derrick Rose, Det 1,381,934
WEST FRONTCOURT

1. LeBron James, LAL 4,747,887
2. Anthony Davis, LAL 4,412,619
3. Kawhi Leonard, LAC 2,973,076
4. Paul George, LAC 1,171,616
WEST BACKCOURT

1. Luka Donc ic , Dal 4,598,323
2. James Harden, Hou 2,934,614
3. Damian Lillard, Por 984,140
4. Alex Caruso, LAL 894,827

NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE

ATLANTIC W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 28 9 12 68 163 129
Tampa Bay 28 15 4 60 168 136
Toronto 25 16 7 57 174 159
Florida 25 16 5 55 170 155
Buffalo 22 19 7 51 144 150
Montreal 21 21 7 49 150 153
Ottawa 16 23 8 40 125 161
Detroit 12 32 3 27 102 183
METRO. W L OT Pts GF GA

Washington 32 11
Pittsburgh 29 13
NY.Islanders 28 14

69 171 140
63 162 129
60 134 122

5

5

4
Carolina 27 18 2 56 152 128
Columbus 24 16 8 56 127 126
Philadelphia 25 17 6 56 151 149
NY.Rangers 23 19 4 50 155 153
New Jersey 17 23 7 41 126 168
WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL W L OT Pts GF GA
St. Louis 30 10 8 68 155 129
Colorado 26 15 6 58 168 137
Dallas 27 16 4 58 125 113
Winnipeg 25 18 4 54 145 140
Chicago 22 20 6 50 141 153
Nashville 21 18 7 49 154 153
Minnesota 21 20 6 48 141 159
PACIFIC W L OT Pts GF GA
Calgary 26 18 5 57 133 142
Arizona 26 19 5 57 143 131
Vancouver 26 18 4 56 158 148
Vegas 25 19 6 56 155 151
Edmonton 25 18 5 55 148 150
San Jose 21 24 4 46 129 163
Anaheim 18 24 5 41 120 149
Los Angeles 18 26 5 41 124 154

2 pts for win, 1 pt for shootout/OT loss
THURSDAY’S RESULTS

Boston 4, Pittsburgh 1
Columbus 3, Carolina 2

Florida 4, Los Angeles 3

N.Y. Rangers 3, N.Y. Islanders 2
Montreal 4, Philadelphia 1
Calgary 2, Toronto 1, SO
Washington 5, New Jersey 2
Vegas 4, Ottawa 2

Minnesota 3, Tampa Bay 2
Anaheim 4, Nashville 2

Buffalo 4, Dallas 1

Colorado 4, San Jose 0
Vancouver 3, Arizona 1
FRIDAY’S GAMES

Anaheim at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Winnipeg, 7 p.m.

CAPITALS 5, DEVILS 2
New Jersey 0 1 1-2
Washington 2 1 2—-5

FIRST: 1, Washington, Ovechkin 29
(Backstrom, Carlson), 15:17 (pp). 2,
Washington, Ovechkin 30 (Backstrom),
19:08. Penalties: Wilson, Was (Interfer-
ence), 10:42; Zajac, NJ (Tripping), 13:39;
Hayden, NJ (Holding), 15:12.

SECOND: 3, Washington, Hagelin 2 (El-
ler, Panik), 0:16. 4, New Jersey, Sim-
monds 5 (Butcher, Hischier), 1:08. Pen-
alties: Panik, Was (Hooking), 3:16;
Panik, Was (Cross Checking), 13:56;
Vatanen, NJ (High Sticking), 14:36.
THIRD: 5, New Jersey, Coleman 19
(Zajac), 3:34 (sh). 6, Washington, Vrana
21, 6:42. 7, Washington, Ovechkin 31
(Wilson, Carlson), 15:42. Penalties:
Butcher, NJ (Holding), 2:11; Backstrom,
Was (Hooking), 8:06. SHOTS ON GOAL:
New Jersey 9-13-12—34. Washington 15-
15-8—38.

POWER PLAYS: New Jersey 0 of 4; Wash-
ington 1 of 5. GOALIES: New Jersey,
Schneider 0-5-1 (23 shots-20 saves),
New Jersey, Domingue 3-5-0 (15-13).
Washington, Samsonov 14-2-1 (34-32).

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS
SUNDAY’S GAMES
AFC: Tennessee (11-7) at
Kansas City (13-4), 2:05 p.m. (CBS)
NFC: Green Bay (14-3) at

San Francisco (14-3), 5:40 p.m. (FOX)

PRO BOWL

Sunday, Jan. 26 in Orlando, Fla.
AFC vs. NFC, 2 p.m. (ESPN)

SUPER BOWL

Sunday, Feb. 2 in Miami Gardens, Fla.
AFC vs. NFC champs, 5:30 p.m. (FOX)

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

HOW MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED

1. Gonzaga (19-1) beat Santa Clara 104-
54. Next: vs. BYU, Saturday.

2. Baylor (14-1) did not play. Next: at
Oklahoma State, Saturday.

3. Duke (15-2) did not play. Next: vs. No.
11 Louisville, Saturday.

4. Auburn (15-1) did not play. Next: at
Florida, Saturday.

5. Butler (15-2) did not play. Next: at
DePaul, Saturday.

6. Kansas (13-3) did not play. Next: at
Texas, Saturday.

7. San Diego State (18-0) did not play.
Next: vs. Nevada, Saturday.

8. Oregon (14-4) lost to Washington
State 72-68. Next: at Washington, Sat.
9. Florida State (15-2) did not play. Next:
at Miami, Saturday.

10. Kentucky (12-4) did not play. Next: at
Arkansas, Saturday.

11. Louisville (14-3) did not play. Next: at
No. 3 Duke, Saturday.

12, West Virginia (14-2) did not play.
Next: at Kansas State, Saturday.

13. Dayton (15-2) did not play. Next: at
Saint Louis, Friday.

14. Villanova (13-3) did not play. Next: vs.
UConn, Saturday.

15. Michigan State (13-4) did not play.
Next: vs. Wisconsin, Friday.

16. Wichita State (15-2) did not play.
Next: vs. Houston, Saturday.

17. Maryland (13-4) did not play. Next:
vs. Purdue, Saturday.

18. Seton Hall (13-4) did not play. Next: at
St. John’s, Saturday.

19. Michigan (11-5) did not play. Next: at
lowa, Friday.

20. Colorado (14-3) beat Arizona State
68-61. Next: at Arizona, Saturday.

21. Ohio State (12-5) did not play. Next:
at Penn State, Saturday.

22, Memphis (14-3) beat Cincinnati 60-
49. Next: at Tulsa, Wednesday.

23. Texas Tech (11-5) did not play. Next:
vs. lowa State, Saturday.

24, lllinois (12-5) did not play. Next: vs.
Northwestern, Saturday.

25. Creighton (13-5) did not play. Next:
vs. Providence, Saturday.

THURSDAY’S SCORES

EAST

Army 79, Holy Cross 67

Drexel 63, Elon 41

Farmingdale 92, St. Joseph’s (LI) 83
Manhattan 69, Quinnipiac 57
Monmouth (NJ) 74, Marist 66

NJIT 75, Lipscomb 57

William & Mary 77, Delaware 68

SOUTH

Appalachian St. 83, Arkansas St. 80, OT
Charleston S. 77, Campbell 62
Charlotte 77, Marshall 75

FAU 97, Middle Tenn. 94

FIU 93, UAB 68

Georgia S. 82, Troy 66

High Point 68, UNC Asheville 66
Hofstra 63, UNC Wilmington 61

La. Tech 72, Rice 56

N. Kentucky 88, Youngstown St. 63
N. Florida 75, Jacksonville 68

N. Texas 72, S. Mississippi 52
Northeastern 79, Coll. of Charleston 76
Presbyterian 74, Longwood 67
Radford 63, SC-Upstate 59

Stetson 54, N. Alabama 49
Texas-Arlington 81, La.-Lafayette 65
Texas St. 64, La. Monroe 63

UALR 71, Coastal Carolina 55
Winthrop 116, Hampton 95

W. Kentucky 71, Old Dominion 69

MIDWEST

Austin Peay 84, SE Missouri 59
CS Bakersfield74, UMKC 64, OT
Detroit 90, Milwaukee 84

Drake 84, lllinois St. 74

E. Illinois 70, Jacksonville St. 69
Grand Canyon 78, Chicago St. 64
Green Bay 73, Oakland 69
Loyola (Chi) 64, S. lllinois 46
Oral Roberts 87, W. lllinois 70
Wright St. 75, Cleveland St. 62

WEST
Arizona 93, Utah 77

HOW WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED

1. South Carolina (17-1) beat Missouri
78-45. Next: vs. No. 10 Miss. St., Mon.

2. Baylor (14-1) did not play. Next: vs. No.
17 West Virginia, Saturday.

3. Stanford (15-2) lost to No. 6 Oregon
87-55. Next: at No. 8 Oregon State, Sun.
4,UConn (15-1) beat UCF 59-52. Next: vs.
Tulsa, Sunday.

5. Louisville (17-1) beat Boston College
81-70. Next: at North Carolina, Sunday.
6. Oregon (14-2) beat No. 3 Stanford 87-
55. Next: vs. California, Sunday.

7. UCLA (16-0) did not play. Next: at
Southern Cal, Friday.

8. Oregon State (15-1) did not play. Next:
vs. California, Friday.

9. N.C. State (16-1) beat No. 13 Florida
State 68-51. Next: vs. Wake Forest, Sun.
10. Mississippi State (16-2) beat LSU 64-
60. Next: at No. 1 South Carolina, Mon.
11. Kentucky (15-2) beat No. 12 Texas
A&M 76-54. Next: at LSU, Sunday.

12, Texas A&M (14-3) lost to No. 11 Ken-
tucky 76-54. Next: vs. Florida, Sunday.
13. Florida State (15-3) lost to No. 9 N.C.
State 68-51. Next: at Wake Forest, Thur.
14. DePaul (15-2) did not play. Next: at
Xavier, Friday.

15. Indiana (14-4) lost to Northwestern
71-69, OT. Next: at No. 20 Maryland,
Monday.

16. Gonzaga (17-1) beat Santa Clara 67-
52. Next: at San Francisco, Saturday.
17. West Virginia (13-2) did not play.
Next: at No. 2 Baylor, Saturday.

18. Arizona State (13-4) did not play.
Next: at Washington, Friday.

19. Missouri State (14-2) did not play.
Next: at Southern lllinois, Friday.

20. Maryland (13-4) beat Nebraska 87-
69. Next: vs. No. 15 Indiana, Monday.
21. Arizona (13-3) did not play. Next: at
Washington State, Friday.

22. lowa (14-3) beat Minnesota 76-74.
Next: at Wisconsin, Sunday.

23. Arkansas (14-3) did not play. Next: at
Vanderbilt, Sunday.

24. Tennessee (14-3) beat Florida 78-50.
Next: vs. Alabama, Monday.

25. South Dakota (17-2) beat N. Dakota
St. 80-36. Next: vs. S. Dakota St., Sat.

THURSDAY’S SCORES

EAST

Clemson 75, Pittsburgh 67, OT
Fairfield 72, Canisius 70

Georgia Tech 82, Syeracuse 64
Manhattan 80, Siena 50
Quinnipiac 60, Monmouth (NJ) 53
Rutgers 62, Penn St. 57

SOUTH

Belmont 68, E. Kentucky 48
Chattanooga 80, Wofford 76

Duke 50, Notre Dame 47

Furman 81, ETSU 62

Morehead St. 84, Tennessee St. 47
N. Carolina 78, Miami 58

Old Dominion 76, W. Kentucky 65
S. Alabama 81, Georgia St. 64

UAB 71, FIU 58

Wake Forest 62, Virginia 56
MIDWEST

Detroit 70, Cleveland St. 59

E. Illinois 55, Jacksonville St. 52
Michigan 68, Wisconsin 56
Michigan St. 68, Ohio St. 65
Purdue 81, Illinois 67

SE Missouri 81, Austin Peay 43
Tennessee Tech 65, SIU-Edwardsville 50
SOUTHWEST

Texas-Arlington 79, La.-Lafayette 52
WEST

N. Colorado 73, Sacramento St. 63

PGA THE AMERICAN EXPRESS

1st of 4rds in La Quinta, Calif.; s-Stadium
Course (Host Course); g-La Quinta
Counry Club; n-Nicklaus Tournament
Course

64 (-8q)

Zac Blair 31-33
Grayson Murray 34-30
65 (-7n)

Hank Lebioda 31-34
Rickie Fowler 31-34
Scottie Scheffler 32-33
66 (-6s)

Andrew Landry 34-32
Tyler Duncan 31-35
Adam Schenk 34-32
Tom Hoge 32-34
Russell Knox 33-33
Roger Sloan 32-34
Chase Seiffert 34-32
Cameron Davis 34-32
67 (-5q)

Josh Teater 33-34
Cameron Champ 33-34
Isaiah Salinda 34-33
Kevin Streelman 31-36
Brian Stuard 35-32
Jason Dufner 32-35
Sebastian Munoz 34-33
J.T. Poston 34-33
Brian Harman 35-32
Tyler McCumber 36-31
Dominic Bozzelli 31-36
Nick Taylor 33-34
Nick Watney 34-33
Scott Stallings 35-32
Scott Piercy 32-35
Andrew Putnam 34-33
Alex Noren 34-33
John Huh 33-34
Lucas Glover 32-35
Sungjae Im 33-34
Ryan Armour 33-34
Matthew Wolff 32-35
Sebastian Cappelen 34-33
LPGA DIAMOND RESORTS
TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS

st of 4 rds; Tranquilo GC; Lake Buena
Vista, Fla.; 6,645 yds; par 71

63 (-8)

Danielle Kang 29-34
65 (-6)

Gaby Lopez 32-33
Angela Stanford 31-34
Inbee Park 31-34
66 (-5)

Celine Boutier 32-34
Lexi Thompson 33-33
Sei Young Kim 32-34
Marina Alex 30-36
Nasa Hataoka 31-35
67 (-4)

Brooke M. Henderson 32-35
68 (-3)

Cheyenne Knight 34-34
Moriya Jutanugarn 32-36
Jasmine Suwannapura 32-36
Annie Park 35-33
Amy Yang 32-36
EUROPEAN PGA

ABU DHABI HSBC CHAMPIONSHIP

1st of 4 rds; Abu Dhabi GC; Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates; 7,583 yds; par: 72

Shaun Norris, South Africa 64
Renato Paratore, Italy 64
Brooks Koepka, U.S. 66
Jason Scrivener, Australia 66
Kurt Kitayama, U.S. 67
Haotong Li, China 67
Sergio Garcia, Spain 67
Rafael Cabrera-Bello, Spains 67
Zach Murray, Australia 67
Zander Lombard, South Africa 67
Also

Patrick Cantlay, U.S. 71
Bryson DeChambeau, U.S. 72
Sean Crocker, U.S. 72
David Lipsky, U.S. 73
NBA SP O/U FRIDAY
at Phila. 7% 216 Chicago
at Toronto 10 229  Washington
at Indiana off off Minnesota
at Okla. City  off off Miami
at Memphis 8 229 Cleveland
at San Antonio 8% 229%; Atlanta
at Dallas off off Portland
COLLEGE BASKETBALL FRIDAY
at Canisius Pk Siena
at lona 5 Fairfield
Rider 4% at Niagara
Dayton 7% at Saint Louis
Furman 3 at Wofford
at Michigan St~ 7% Wisconsin
at Yale off Brown
at lowa 4 Michigan
NHL FRIDAY
at Carolina off Anaheim off
Pittsburgh -201 at Detroit +181
at Winnipeg off Tampa Bay off
NFL PLAYOFFS

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS SUNDAY
at San Fran. 7% 46Y; Green Bay
at Kansas City 7 53 Tennessee

pregame.com

TENNIS

ATP ASB CLASSIC

R2 at ASB Tennis Centre; Auckland, New
Zealand; outdoors-hard

#5 Benoit Paire d. John Millman, 3-6, 6-1,
6-4

#6 Hubert Hurkacz d. Feliciano Lopez,
6-4, 6-7 (11), 6-4.

#4 John Isner vs. Ugo Humbert, late

ADELAIDE INTERNATIONAL

at Memorial Drive Tennis Centre;
Adelaide; Australia; outdoors-ard
MEN’S QUARTERFINAL SINGLES

#2 Felix Auger-Aliassime d. Alex Bolt,
6-3, 6-0.

Lloyd Harris d. Tommy Paul, 6-4, 7-6
3),6-3

WOMEN’S QUARTERFINAL SINGLES
#1 Asheleigh Barty d. Marketa Von-
drousova, 6-3, 6-3.

Danielle Collins d. #4 Belinda Bencic,
6-3, 6-1

SF: Dayana Yastremska d. #6 Aryna
Sabalenka, 6-4, 7-6 (3)

WTA HOBART INTERNATIONAL

QF at Hobart International Centre;
Hobart, Australia; outdoors-hard

#5 Veronika Kudermetova d. #2
Garbine Muguruza, walkover.

#3 Elena Rybakina d. Lizette Cabrera,
6-7 (4), 7-6 (2), 7-5.

108TH AUSTRALIAN OPEN SEEDS

Begins Monday at Melbourne Park
MEN’S SINGLES
1. Rafael Nadal, Spain
2 Novak Djokovic, Serbia
3. Roger Federer, Switzerland
4 Daniil Medvedev, Russia
5. Dominic Thiem, Austria
6. Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece
7. Alexander Zverev, Germany
8. Matteo Berrettini, Italy
9. Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain
10. Gael Monfils, France
11. David Goffin, Belgium
12. Fabio Fognini, Italy
13. Denis Shapovalov, Canada
14. Diego Schwartzman, Argentina
15. Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland
16. Karen Khachanov, Russia
17. Andrey Rublev, Russia
18. Grigor Dimitrov, Bulgaria
19. John Isner, U.S.
20. Felix Auger-Aliassime, Canada
WOMEN’S SINGLES
1. Ash Barty, Australia
2. Karolina Pliskova, Czech Rep.
3. Naomi Osaka, Japan
4. Simona Halep, Romania
5. Elina Svitolina, Ukraine
6. Belinda Bencic, Switzerland
7. Petra Kvitova, Czech Rep.
8. Serena Williams, U.S.
9. Kiki Bertens, Netherlands
10. Madison Keys, U.S.
11. Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus
12. Johanna Konta, Britain
13. Petra Martic, Croatia
14. Sofia Kenin, U.S.
15. Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Rep.
16. Elise Mertens, Belgium
17. Angelique Kerber, Germany
18. Alison Riske, U.S.
19. Donna Vekic, Croatia
20. Karolina Muchova, Czech Rep.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

San Diego St. ‘on the map’
as nation’s only unbeaten

Associated Press

The No. 7 San Diego State Aztecs have
“The Map” of the United States all to
themselves.

The solar system, too, it seems.

SDSU (18-0, 7-0 Mountain West) is the
nation’s only undefeated team after No. 4
Auburn lost 83-64 at Alabama on Wednes-
day night.

“Well, they tell me we’re the last man
standing so far, so that’s a good thing”
SDSU coach Brian Dutcher said Thursday.
“I did stay up and watch the end of
Alabama and Auburn, because like any-
thing else, at some level, I'm a college
basketball fan.

“When Auburn went down, we started
getting the pictures of “The Map. San
Diego State was the entire map, so it was
pretty cool.”

San Diego State fans have been enam-
ored with the “The Map” on social media
as their team has gotten off to the
second-hottest start in school history. A
map of the United States has displayed the
dwindling number of undefeated teams
and their geographic region. Since late
December, San Diego State and Auburn
split the map.

On Wednesday night, the whole country
belonged to the Aztecs.

Dutcher, in his third season as head
coach, has been aware of “The Map” for
several weeks.

“My wife is kind of graphic, so I don’t
know if my sister sent it to her, and there
were five or six or seven teams on it and it
was kind of cool” he said. “As we started
eliminating teams, ‘The Map’ became
popular in the Dutcher house — graphi-
cally, color schemes, red, black on the
whole map, half of the country, it was kind
of fun to watch. I know the fans get a kick
out of it.”

On Wednesday night, someone posted a
graphic of the solar system with the Aztecs’

GARY KAZANJIAN/AP

Yanni Wetzell drives to the basket during
unbeaten San Diego State’s latest win.

logo on the moon and the planets.

“T saw someone posted one, we're on the
map in the universe now,” Dutcher said.
“We cover the moon and Mercury and
Mars and Jupiter, San Diego State on all of
them. So you can make the maps say
whatever you want. It’s kind of cool right
now. It’s a great conversation to have and
fun to have”

Dutcher and his players cautioned that
“The Map” is strictly for fun and that the
Aztecs can’t take anything for granted.

“It puts a bigger target on our back”
Dutcher said. “It does nothing other than
make us a national story, but all the work
lies ahead. We have to get ready for a very
good Nevada team.”

After winning 64-55 at Fresno State on
Tuesday night, the Aztecs return home to
host Nevada (11-7, 4-2) on Saturday. The
Aztecs are two wins shy of matching the
best start in school history, when they won
their first 20 games in 2010-11 behind
Kawhi Leonard. That team reached the
Sweet 16 for the first time in school history.

NBA

Hawks trade
for PG Teague

Associated Press

The Timberwolves traded veteran
point guard Jeff Teague to his original
team Thursday in a three-player swap of
backups with the Hawks, who sent
shooting guard Allen Crabbe in return.

The Timberwolves also dealt shooting
guard Treveon Graham, creating a roster
space for potential other transactions
prior to the Feb. 6 trade deadline.

Teague, who played his first seven of 11
seasons with the Hawks after they made
him the 19th pick in the 2009 draft, went
to his only All-Star game in 2015.

Crabbe, 27, is a better fit for the
fast-paced, 3-point-favoring offense the
T'wolves have transitioned to under new
president of basketball operations Gers-
son Rosas and first-year coach Ryan
Saunders. He’s a career 38.9% shooter
from 3 who averaged 5.1 points in 28
games for the Hawks this season.

Teague, 31, averaged 134 points and 7.1
assists in 146 games with the Timber-
wolves over 2!/> seasons.

With the Hawks, Teague will provide a
steady backup to star Trae Young,

Bucks hold off Celtics: Giannis An-
tetokounmpo scored 32 points and
grabbed 17 rebounds, Khris Middleton
had 23 points and the Bucks held off the
Celtics 128-123 in Milwaukee.

The NBA-leading Bucks extended
their winning streak to five games.

Kemba Walker scored a game-high 40
points to lead the Celtics, who were
without Jaylen Brown. He sprained his
right thumb Wednesday.

NHL

Ovechkin leads
Caps to victory

Associated Press

Alex Ovechkin took a stick to the face
and put three pucks in the net for a hat
trick to lead the Capitals past the Devils
5-2 on Thursday night in Washington.

Ovechkin reached 31 goals this season
with his 25th career hat trick. He has
scored five in his last two games to reach
689 total, one back of Mario Lemieux for
10th on the NHLUs all-time list as he
approaches 700.

Mike Gartner is the only other player
to reach the 30-goal mark in each of his
first 15 seasons.

Carl Hagelin and Jakub Vrana also
scored for the Caps.

Caps rookie Ilya Samsonov stopped 32
of the 34 shots he faced to win his ninth
consecutive start.

Bruins end Pens’ streak: Patrice Ber-
geron scored his 20th goal, Karson
Kuhlman and David Pastrnak both had
two assists, and the host Bruins topped
the Penguins 4-1.

Sidney Crosby scored his second goal
in his second game back from a long
injury layoff for the Penguins, who had
won four straight.

Foligno lifts Jackets: Nick Foligno
scored the tiebreaking goal with 1:41 left
in the game, Elvis Merzlikins had 32 saves
and the Blue Jackets beat the visiting
Hurricanes 3-2.

It was Foligno’s first goal in 23 games.

The Blue Jackets won their third
straight game. They’re 5-0-1 in the last
six.

IN BRIEF

Giants hire MLB’s 1st female coach

Alyssa Nakken became the first female
coach on a major league staff in baseball
history Thursday when she was named an
assistant under new Giants manager Gabe
Kapler.

Major League Baseball confirmed
Nakken is the first woman coach in the
majors. Nakken is a former softball stand-
out at first base for Sacramento State who
joined the club in 2014 as an intern in
baseball operations. She and Mark Hall-
berg, who was also named as an assistant,
will work to promote high performance
along with a close-knit team atmosphere.

Kapler said during the winter meetings
that he would hire some coaches for
nontraditional roles.

The team said Nakken has been respon-
sible for “developing, producing and di-
recting a number of the organization’s
health and wellness initiatives and events.”

B The Astros and All-Star OF George
Springer settled on a one-year, $21 million
contract. Springer, 30, the 2017 World
Series MVP, had asked for $22.5 million in
salary arbitration last week and the Astros
offered $175 million. He made $12.15
million last year. He hit .292 with 39 HRs
and 96 RBIs.

College football: Baylor hired LSU de-
fensive coordinator Dave Aranda as their
coach. Aranda, 43, will replace Matt Rhule,
who left to coach the NFL’s Panthers.

Golf: Zac Blair and Murray Grayson each
shot an opening-round 8-under 64 to take a
one-stroke lead over three players at The
American Express in La Quinta, Calif. ...
Shaun Norris of South Africa and Renato
Paratore of Italy each shot an opening-
round 8-under 64 to take a two-stroke lead
at the Abu Dhabi Championship in the
United Arab Emirates. World No. 1 Brooks
Koepka shot 66 and was tied for third in his
return after missing nearly three months
following knee surgery. ... Danielle Kang
shot an opening-round 8-under 63 to take a
two-stroke lead over three players at the
LPGA Tour’s season-opening Tournament
of Champions in Lake Buena Vista, Fla.

Women’s basketball: Sabrina Ionescu
scored a career-high 37 points to lift No. 6
Oregon over No. 3 Stanford 87-55 in
Eugene. Ionescu became Oregon’s all-time
leading scorer for both women’s and men’s
basketball with 2,265 career points.

— News services
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BULLS & BLACKHAWKS

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Zach LaVine is making a case for an All-Star spot after scoring at least 25 points in each of his last five games.

BULLS TAKEAWAYS

LaVine riding
serious heat wave

By JAMAL COLLIER

The halftime show at the
United Center during the Bulls’
115-106 victory over the Wizards
featured a performance to popu-
lar Disney songs and it left behind
several red streamers hanging
from the new scoreboard as the
two teams prepared to take the
court for the second half.

The officials attempted to de-
lay the game to get those stream-
ers taken down, but Bulls coach
Jim Boylen wasn’t having it.

“What are we worried about
streamers for?” Boylen said. “We
got a game to play. They got to get
home. They got to travel. What
are we doing?”

So, Boylen brought over Wiz-
ards coach Scott Brooks, who also
didn’t have an issue with it, and
the two teams played as stream-
ers hung down over the court. It
made for a strange scene for this
matchup between two teams
near the bottom of the Eastern
conference, neither of whom
have had much reason to cele-
brate this season.

A 22-6 run to begin the third
quarter helped the Bulls come
away with the victory for just the
second time in the past nine
games — streamers might be
present at every halftime show at
the United Center for the rest of
the season — but the win was also
clouded by more trouble with the
injury bug.

Here are three takeaways from
Wednesday’s win.

1. Zach LaVine is playing like
an All-Star.

Zach LaVine deserves serious
consideration to make the All-
Star team next month.

He had proven to be capable of
the elite scoring performances
few players in the league can
match, but lately he’s also show-
ing the consistency that players at
the All-Star level can match —
and that the Bulls desperately
need.

LaVine has scored at least 25
points in five consecutive games,
the best streak of his career,
capped off with his stellar per-
formance Wednesday night, scor-
ing 30 points to go along with
seven rebounds and seven assists
to help the Bulls to victory over
the Wizards and their two-time
All-Star Bradley Beal, who played
despite a shoulder injury that
made him a game-time decision.

“T expect myself to play this
way,” LaVine said. “I put a lot of
work in for it. And it’s good,
doesn’t mean a lot to me unless it
ends in a win.

“You have to be consistent. I
think I have in the past and I got
to continue to do it going forward.
I'm in a nice little groove right
now, but I got the same mindset
every time I step on the floor.”

The case for LaVine to make
next month’s All-Star Game at the
United Center rests largely on his
scoring ability. He is averaging
24.6 points per game, which is
tied for 15th in the NBA and sixth
in the Eastern Conference. He’s
scored 30 points in 13 games this
season, often tasked with carry-
ing the Bulls offense almost
singlehandily.
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Bulls forward Luke Kornet, left, helps forward Chandler Hutchison off
the floor during the second half Wednesday against the Wizards.

LaVine has competition in the
backcourt for the Eastern Confer-
ence, with the Celtics’ Kemba
Walker and Beal likely to earn the
nod. Kyrie Irving of the Nets and
Trae Young of the Hawks are
leading the fan voting, which
accounts for 50% of the vote for
starters, and a few other guards
on more successful teams will
have strong cases as well. But
LaVine will have the advantage of
the game being in Chicago, which
should give him strong consider-
ation from the coaches or if an
injury replacement is needed.

But judging by the scoring tear
LaVine has been on since the start
of December, he’s making a
strong case himself to earn his
first All-Star nod.

“He should be in the game”
Boylen said. “He’s an All-Star-
caliber player. He’s an All-Star-
caliber person. He’s worked very
hard. It’s an unbelievable story
too — wins the dunk contest
twice, tears the ACL, comes back,
becoming a two-way player. He’s
leading more. He’s communicat-
ing more. He’s developing,

“And then you look at his
crunch-time numbers and the big
shots that he makes in winning
time, I think it’s all right there for
him. He’s done a great job.”

2. With Daniel Gafford out,
the Bulls may have to go small
more often.

The Bulls were already awfully
thin in the frontcourt beforethe
injury to rookie Daniel Gafford,
who will be out two to four weeks
with a dislocated thumb.

Without Gafford, Luke Kornet
played a game-high 35 minutes
and Cristiano Felicio returned
from exile to receive his first
non-garbage-time minutes of the
season. It worked against the
Wizards, but that’s not a recipe
for success if the Bulls hope to
compete with the rest of the
league going forward.

So, the Bulls are going to have to
get creative to make up for the loss
of Gafford and it will be interest-
ing to see how Boylen adjusts.

“You may see some guys that
haven’t been playing start playing
more,” he said. “And you may see
us play small, but we’re not going
to change what we do, but we’ll
play small out of necessity maybe”

The small lineup for the Bulls
could include more time with
Lauri Markkanen starting at cen-
ter while Thaddeus Young, who
came off the bench with 18 points
on 7-for-9 shooting, matching a
season high, slides in at the four.
Boylen has not played Markka-
nen and Young together very
often this year, preferring to keep
a more traditional center on the
floor in his scheme, but with his
options limited, those two should
see more minutes together in the
coming games.

3. Injuries continue to mount.
The Bulls haven’t been able to
catch a break with injuries lately.
Otto Porter hasn’t played since
November and Jim Boylen didn’t
have much clarity on when he’d
be back. Wendell Carter is out for
at least a month. They lost
Gafford in the first quarter and
they may also be without forward
Chandler Hutchison, who rein-
jured his right shoulder after he
fell to the ground hard on a dunk
attempt in the fourth quarter.
Hutchison, who is scheduled
to be re-evaluated Thursday, had
been bothered by a right shoulder
injury throughout the month of
December. The Bulls are already
short on players in their rotation
and their schedule this month is
unforgiving with back-to-back
games on the horizon this week-
end, Friday in Philadelphia and at
home Saturday against the Cavs,
so they can hardly afford more
extended absences.
“Next man will step up”
Boylen said.

HAWKS TAKEAWAYS

Unlikely heroes
are coming up huge

BY JIMMY GREENFIELD

MONTREAL — Brandon Saad
and Dylan Strome weren’t in
Montreal for Wednesday’s 4-1
win over the Canadiens but it’s
possible they will join the team in
Toronto.

Will they play on Saturday
against the Maple Leafs? That’s a
different story.

Saad has been out nearly a
month with a right ankle injury,
and Saad has missed the last four
games with a similar injury
though not as severe.

After the Hawks beat the
Canadiens, coach Jeremy Colli-
ton said the duo may catch up
with the team before Saturday’s
game but would still need to
prove they’re ready by practicing
on Friday.

Here are three takeaways from
Wednesday’s win.

1. These aren’t the players you
normally hear about. And
that’s OK.

Zack Smith’s two goals against
the Canadiens will be remem-
bered as the story of this game but
he was not the only player who
doesn’t normally get much publi-
city to have a nice game.

Matthew Highmore was run-
ning into corners all night to try
and win puck battles, and he
drew a penalty in the second
period that led to Alex DeBrin-
cat’s power-play goal that re-
stored the Hawks’ two-goal lead.

Slater Koekkoek had a solid
game, and his pass — or, rather, a
“shot-pass” as Smith called it —
that Smith redirected for his
second goal gave him a modest
two-game scoring streak.

Drake Caggiula assisted on
Smith’s first goal and had a
fantastic unassisted goal in the
third period.

But it was Smith who had the
best game, and he was pretty
excited about it. Well, about as
excited as a mild-mannered
hockey player can be.

“T was just jacked after the first
one” Smith said. “And after the
second one I was like, Jeez, I
might have to pinch myself here.

’”

Might still be pregame napping;

2. Don’t get too excited: The
Canadiens are better than the
Senators and Ducks but still
aren’t very good.

The schedule over the last
three games seemed to favor the
Hawks with the Ducks, Senators
and Canadiens coming up. But
then again, the scheduled seemed
to favor the Hawks before losing
games to the Devils, Kings and
two the Sharks.

This time around, the Hawks
took care of business even if none
of the victories over the Ducks,
Senators and Canadiens resem-
bled a blowout. But a win is a win,
two points are two points and
now the Hawks can move to the
next part of the schedule.

Which is pretty dangerous.

3. Alex DeBrincat needs to
start scoring even-strength
goals.

Enough time has passed in the
season that there isn’t an expecta-
tion Alex DeBrincat will turn
things around. It could happen
because he’s gone on heaters
before but with 12 goals this
season — including Wednesday’s
power-play goal — and just 34
games remaining there seems to
be little chance he’ll equal last
season’s 41 goals.

It also doesn’t seem likely he’ll
reach the 28 goals he scored as a
rookie, which not many expected
heading into this season. And it’s
all because he just can’t score at
even strength.

DeBrincat scored plenty of
power-play goals the first two
seasons of his career but he also
scored far more at even-strength.
As a rookie, he had 22 even-
strength goals and six on the
power play. Last season, he had 28
even-strength goals and 13 on the
power play.

A nice ratio that indicates
effectiveness in both situations.

This year? DeBrincat has eight
power-play goals and just four at
even strength. The problems
seem to be a combination of bad
luck and missed opportunities.
DeBrincat is on pace for a career-
high 234 shots on goal and has
had plenty of pucks bounce off his
stick or just not go in.

Greenfield

Continued from Page 1

Remember how you looked at
the schedule and salivated at the
thought of the Red Wings,
Ducks, Senators and Canadiens
on the horizon? Well, that tender
piece of meat is what the Hawks
are to the Bruins, Oilers, Blues
and Lightning, just a few of the
teams they’ll face over the next
few weeks.

That doesn’t mean the Hawks
can’t win some of those games,
but they aren’t in a position to
just win a select few. They have
to win a ridiculous amount of
their remaining 34 games.

To get to 95 points, the likely
magic number to get into the
playoffs, the Hawks need another
45 points. So even with their
three-game winning streak, the
Hawks need to go 20-9-5 just to
get the minimum point total the
postseason likely will require.

Being just four games out of
the final Western Conference
wild-card spot, which is where
the Hawks stood heading into
Thursday’s games, is dandy, but
it’s also fool’s gold. They still have
to jump two teams, not including
the Predators, who have a better
points percentage than the Hawks
despite having fewer points.

The Maple Leafs are next up
Saturday in what should be an
incredibly entertaining game.
The last seven meetings have
been decided by one goal with
five ending in overtime or a
shootout. In their last three
games against each other, they’ve
combined for 31 goals.

So prepare for a slugfest and
expect Patrick Kane to get the
two points he needs to hit 1,000
for his career. With his jersey
being retired Friday night in a
ceremony being held by his
junior team, the London Knights,
this could be a memorable
weekend for Kane.

Brandon Saad and Dylan
Strome have been sidelined by
right ankle injuries. Saad could
return Saturday, but Strome was
placed on injured reserve
Thursday. For those expecting
them to give the Hawks a boost
when they return, consider that
they are 7-4 since losing Saad and
3-1since losing Strome.

They’re good players the Hawks
will gladly welcome back. But
they aren’t the difference-makers
the Hawks need to goon a
sustained run over the next 2 />
months.

There is a wild card to the
Hawks’ bid for a wild-card berth,
and that’s the roughly $11 million
in cap space created by season-
ending injuries to Brent Seabrook
and Calvin de Haan. Last week,
general manager Stan Bowman
said no trades were close, but
that can change in an instant.

The question will be whether
Bowman is willing to part with
anything resembling a short-term
asset to try to drag the Hawks
into the playoffs. Would it be
worth giving up a decent
prospect or a second-round draft
pick — don’t worry, Bowman isn’t
trading a first-round pick — just
to get blown out in the first round?

Yes, it would. Not because of a
first-round loss but because with
Robin Lehner in goal the Hawks
would have a chance to steal any
playoff series. To be clear, the
Hawks aren’t in the same
situation as last season when the
Blues went from worst to first
and won the Stanley Cup.

The Hawks haven’t been
underachievers. They’re an average
team that has dealt with a bunch
of injuries. That’s who they are.

And to the “Let’s Tank For A
Better Shot At The No. 1 Overall
Pick” crowd, did you learn
nothing from last year’s draft?
Put that opinion away and don’t
ever take it out again.

Even the worst team in the
league only has an 18.5% chance
of winning the top pick in the
draft, which next year appears to
be Canadian forward Alexis
Lafreniere. He looks like a
franchise player, but is he a
generational talent like Sidney
Crosby or Connor McDavid? No,
he seems more in the mold of a
Kane or Nathan MacKinnon.

The Hawks would love to have
Lafreniere, but sacrificing whole
seasons and angering your fan
base just to slightly increase your
chances at getting him is a
ridiculous way to run a franchise.

One thing you can count: The
Hawks aren’t going to stop trying
to get to the playoffs. Kane,
Jonathan Toews and Duncan Keith
want to return to what seemed to
be their birthright, and Connor
Murphy, Alex DeBrincat, Dylan
Strome and others desperately
want to experience the
postseason for the first time.

It still could happen, which is
why these next few games —
starting Saturday against the
Maple Leafs — are so important.

So buckle up and enjoy the
ride — but keep a box of hankies
handy. You're going to need them
sooner or later.
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Roger Federer figures that Rafael Nadal and

Novak Djokovic will pass him after he retires

tournament victories, and as it turns out, he’s just fine with that.

By HOWARD FENDRICH
Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— Roger Federer, for one, figures
questions about whether Rafael
Nadal or Novak Djokovic — or
both? — will surpass his men’s
record for most Grand Slam sin-
gles titles are moot.

That’s because he’s sure it’s
going to happen. And he’s OK
with that. Ending up in third
place, Federer insists, would be
just fine.

“T think the way it’s going,
obviously, Rafa and Novak will
win more,” Federer said matter-
of-factly during a recent interview
with The Associated Press in the
city he uses as his preseason
training base, “because they'’re
that good. And the season they
had (in 2019), again, shows that
there is more to come for them.”

He didn’t say this with a wistful
sigh or a disappointed glance at
the floor or a trace of regret. That’s
just the way he sees things at the
moment. Entering the Australian
Open, scheduled to begin Monday
in Melbourne (Sunday EST), Fed-
erer leads the list with 20 majors,
followed by Nadal with 19, then
Djokovic with 16.

So as soon as the end of this
tournament, Nadal could pull
even with Federer for the first
time. Whether or not it truly
matters who comes out on top
when all is said and done, every-
one is going to be paying attention
to how it shakes out.

Including Federer, who sur-
passed Pete Sampras’ old standard
of 14 a decade ago.

Don’t mistake an honest out-
look for disinterest.

“T guess you do care, to some
extent, just because it’s normal,”
Federer said, then mentioned how
much it meant to him that Sam-
pras was sitting in the Centre
Court stands for No. 15.

“T looked up to him so much
that I felt, also, uncomfortable
maybe, sometimes, breaking his
records. It’s not something I ever
wanted to do. It just happened to
be like this. But of course I knew it
was a big, big-time moment in our
sport. And I think those are the
moments you will remember;”
Federer said.

“Now, at the end, if somebody
else would pass you, I mean, I
guess it’s OK, because that’s what
sports is all about. It’s a lot about
numbers. It’s a lot about records.

DANIEL POCKETT/GETTY-AFP
Roger Federer knows that Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic will pass his record total of Grand Slam
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Rafael Nadal lies on the court after defeating Roger Federer in the men's final of the the 2006 French Open. Federer tells The Associated Press
that he figures Nadal and Novak Djokovic both will surpass his men's record for Grand Slam titles.

But I had my moment and I
always said everything that comes
after 15 was, anyway, a bonus. And
especially after the knee injury (in
2016), everything that came after
that was a bonus. I would have
taken one more Slam, and I was
able to get three more — and three
amazing ones.”

Nadal, currently No. 1 in the
ATP rankings, and Djokovic, who
is No. 2 ahead of Federer, each
took home two major trophies last
season.

Djokovic won the Australian
Open (beating Nadal in the final)
and Wimbledon (beating Federer
in the final after saving two
championship points).

Nadal won at Roland Garros
(beating Federer in the semifinals)
and the U.S. Open (facing neither
of the other two).

“T always say the same: I would
love to be the one who wins more,”
Nadal said, “but I am not thinking
(about it) and I'm not going to
practice every day ... for it

After his seventh champi-
onship in Australia a year ago,
Djokovic said: “I do want to
definitely focus myself on con-
tinuing to improve my game and

maintaining the overall well-being
that I have — mental, physical,
emotional — so I would be able to
compete at such a high level for
the years to come, and have a shot
at eventually getting closer to
Roger’s record.”

Federer’s most recent Grand
Slam triumph arrived at Mel-
bourne Park in 2018.

He s 38, an age at which no one
has won a Slam title in the
professional era; he doesn’t feel
compelled to quit anytime soon.
Still, time is certainly on the side of
Nadal, 33, and Djokovic, 32.

“T honestly think it’s going to be
quite exciting to see how much
longer can they go. How much
more can they win? They might
have some more incredible years
ahead of them. That’s my assump-
tion,” Federer said. “It’s a bit of a
golden time for tennis right now,
no doubt.”

Also of particular interest, of
course, is when a new face will
emerge from the crop of 20-
somethings who have been rising
in the rankings. There hasn’t been
a first-time male champ at a major
since 2014.

Ask Federer to name names,

and he offers several, calling them
“that whole group of guys.”

Among them, he said: Felix
Auger-Aliassime. Denis Shapo-
valov. Stefanos Tsitsipas, who up-
set Federer at the Australian Open
last year. Alexander Zverev. Daniil
Medvedev. Karen Khachanov.

“It’s an elite group of 10 now,
which is nice. It’s not just maybe
one or two that we thought were
pretty good,” Federer said. “So I
think it’s changed a little bit in the
last, sort of, 18 months. It’s just
really, really hard to predict who’s
going to win.”

Here’s something Federer is
certain of, though: One day, some-
one will come along and accumu-
late majors the way no one ever
had until he, Nadal and Djokovic
rewrote the record book.

“It’s going to happen, inevi-
tably,” Federer said, shaking his
head. “And it’s almost not going to
be that hard, maybe, anymore,
later on, for some reason, I just feel
like, because the players will have
seen what we did. And they didn’t
see just one guy doing it, once
every 30 years. They saw like three
guys doing it, in the shortest
period of time, right after ‘Pistol’

(Sampras). So I just think players
are going to believe more. I think
maybe the surfaces in some ways
also allow you, maybe, if you’re on
a hot streak, just to run through
more years of domination, like
what Novak, Rafa and me, we’ve
all done”

Impossible to know who,
though. Or when.

After all, Federer never saw the
magnitude of his own success — or
those of his rivals — coming.

“I didn’t predict I was going to
have this many majors. I was
hoping to maybe have one, to be
quite honest, at the very beginning
of my career. When I played
Novak, I thought, ‘Yeah, he’s good.
He might win a major. You know?
‘Rafa, he’s probably going to win
the French. Maybe once. Or a few
times’ But you don’t go 12 times
there. Or, you know, streaks of not
having lost matches on hard or
clay for, I don’t know, nine
months. It’s just stuff that eventu-
ally builds,” he said. “So, hard to
tell, but there’s a ... group of guys
that I see now probably winning at
least, like, four or five majors —
which then can lead to 15 or more,
of course.”

“There’s a ... group of guys that I see now probably winning at least, like,
four or five majors — which then can lead to 15 or more, of course.”

— Roger Federer
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Iconic moments
mark history of
NFC title games

WALTER IO0OSS JR./GETTY

The late Dwight Clark scores the game-winning TD known as “The Catch” during the 49ers’ win over the Cowboys in the NFC championship game on Jan.10,1982.

BY SCHUYLER DIXON
Associated Press

With “The Catch” that sent San Fran-
cisco to its first Super Bowl and “The Blown
Call” that kept New Orleans at home, NFC
championship games have two seminal
moments that rank with just about any in
postseason history.

There’s plenty to remember from the 37
years separating those plays, and don’t
forget one other thing about the 49ers: They
are the team that has played in the most
NFC title games, making a 16th appearance,
facing Green Bay on Sunday in the NFL’s
100th season.

San Francisco played for the first two
conference titles after the merger, losing
both times to Dallas in the 1970-71 seasons
before facing the Cowboys three straight
times in the 1990s in arguably the best NFC
championship rivalry.

And that’s not even counting the 1981
season, when Joe Montana’s famous throw
was improbably caught by a leaping Dwight
Clark in the back of the end zone in the final
minute of the 49ers’ 28-27 victory over
Dallas.

“Start of a dynasty. I don’t let myself go
down the road of ‘What would have
happened if he doesn’t make that catch?’ ”
former 49ers executive Carmen Policy said
on the day the club paid tribute to Clark
after he died in 2018 at age 61.

“As Joe Montana says, ‘What would have
happened if T didn’t throw that pinpoint
pass perfectly angled to be in the only spot
where he should catch it and no one else
would be able to interfere with it? But
without that play, I wonder where we
would have been. And I stopped thinking
about it, because so much happened after
that”

Like eight more trips to the NFC
championship game in the next 13 seasons,
and four more Super Bowl titles to go with
that first one.

The Saints haven’t been back to the NFC
title game since winning the championship
in their only trip to the Super Bowl 10 years
ago. There’s probably not a person in New

Orleans who doesn’t think they were
robbed of another trip last season, when
Rams cornerback Nickell Robey-Coleman
wasn’t called for pass interference when he
flattened Saints receiver Tommylee Lewis
on an incomplete pass.

A first down would have allowed the
Saints to run the clock all the way down and
kick a winning field goal in regulation.
Instead, Los Angeles had time to get a tying
field goal and won in overtime.

The missed call was so egregious, the
NFL added pass interference to the list of
reviewable plays in the offseason. The move
proved wildly unpopular because so few
decisions were overturned, when coaches
thought so many of them were obvious. But
none was as obvious as the call the Saints
didn’t get.

“Came to the sideline, looked at the
football gods and was like, “Thank you, ”
Robey-Coleman said after the game. “I got
away with one tonight.”

Hype train

The 49ers beat the Cowboys in perhaps
the most-hyped NFC championship game
during the 1994 season. It was billed as the
Super Bowl, and pretty much ended up that
way, with San Francisco later blowing out
San Diego for the title. It was also only the
third consecutive meeting of the same
teams for the NFC title.

San Francisco led from the opening
moments in the 38-28 victory, thanks to a
21-0 lead built off three straight Dallas
turnovers. There were nine eventual Hall of
Famers in that game. One of them, Michael
Irvin, still holds the championship game
record for yards receiving with 192.

It was the only loss in four title-game
appearances for “The Triplets” of Irvin,
quarterback Troy Aikman and Emmitt
Smith, the NFLs all-time leading rusher. All
are in the Hall of Fame.

Coughlin’s cheeks

The coldest NFC championship game
was the Giants’ 23-20 overtime victory at
the Packers during the 2007 season. Tom
Coughlin’s crew had knocked off the

top-seeded Cowboys in the divisional
round, and his bright red cheeks in the
minus-1 temperature with minus-23 wind
chill at Lambeau Field provided the image
many remember from that game.

For all the struggles in the precursor to
the NFC championship game — the Giants
were 3-11 in NFL title games — New York
has the most appearances without a loss
since the merger at 5-0. That 2007 team
beat the 18-0 Patriots in the Super Bowl.

Kicking down the door

The Rams lost their first four NFC title
games before finally breaking through as
the first team in either conference to win a
title game without scoring a touchdown. LA
beat Tampa Bay 9-0 on Frank Corral’s three
field goals before losing to Pittsburgh in the
Super Bowl. All five of those NFC champi-
onship appearances were in a span of six
seasons.

LA wasn’t the only NFC champion that
didn’t score a touchdown in the title game.
The Giants did it 11 years later in a 15-13 win
over San Francisco that ended the 49ers’
hopes for a three-peat in the Super Bowl,
which still hasn’t happened. Matt Bahr’s
fifth field goal came on the final play of one
of the biggest upsets in an NFC title game.

Wind-blown win

Teams are never supposed to choose to
kick off after winning the coin toss because
it means they won'’t get the ball to start
either half. But games rarely have wind
gusts of 25 mph and beyond. That was the
case when the Giants beat the Redskins 17-0
for the 1986 NFC title.

Coach Bill Parcells broke conventional
wisdom by electing to kick off after winning
the toss to make sure the host Giants had
the wind to start the game. It was so
unusual, the typewritten play by play had to
“x” out “receive” and type “kick off” above
where it read, “Giants won toss, elected to
kick oft”

With the Redskins punting into the wind,
New York started at the Washington
47-yard line and drove 17 yards to a field
goal. Then the Giants got the ball at the 38,

and Phil Simms’ 1l-yard pass to Lionel
Manuel made it 10-0. It never mattered that
the Redskins got the ball to start both
halves.

Always the bridesmaids

Minnesota won its first three NFC cham-
pionship games but lost in the Super Bowl
each time. The Vikings haven’t been back to
the biggest stage, losing six consecutive
conference title games in a skid that started
with the 1977 season. Two of the losses sent
the opponent to its first Super Bowl.

During the 1998 season, Gary Anderson’s
first missed field goal of the season, from
just 38 yards, gave Atlanta a chance to tie on
a touchdown in the final minute of
regulation. The Falcons, big underdogs,
won in overtime.

In Brett Favre’s last good chance to win
his second title in the 2009 season, the
former Green Bay star threw an intercep-
tion with the Vikings closing in on a field
goal with the score tied in the final seconds.
The Saints secured their only Super Bowl
trip with a field goal on the first possession
of overtime.

During the following offseason, the NFL
changed OT rules to prevent playoff games
from ending with a field goal to start the
extra period. Those rules eventually were
added in the regular season.

Four-fer

Aikman and Philadelphia’s Donovan
McNabb are the only quarterbacks to start
four straight NFC title games. While
Aikman led the first team to win three
Super Bowls in a span of four seasons, the
Eagles lost their first three appearances
with McNabb. Philly finally broke through
the fourth time, then lost the 2005 champi-
onship to Tom Brady and the Patriots.

The Cowboys and Rams were the other
NFC teams to lose three straight title games.
Dallas’ skid defined the legacy of quarter-
back Danny White because those were the
first three seasons (1980-82) after two-time
Super Bowl winner Roger Staubach retired.
“The Catch” came in the middle of that
stretch.
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Peter Farrelly, center, and the cast and crew of “Green Book” accept the 2019 Oscar for best picture last February at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles.

Not reallyany. difference

Why an Oscar win for
‘1917 wouldn’t be any
better than last year’s

‘Green Book’ triumph

MICHAEL PHILLIPS
Talking Pictures

Please disregard this column if anything
besides the World War I drama “1917” wins
the Producers Guild of America award
Saturday.

If “1917” does win, there’s a strong stat-
istical likelihood that director Sam Men-
des’ flamboyantly austere paradox — a
morally simple, technically complex depic-
tion of two soldiers going through all kinds
of hell, from trench warfare to temporary
blindness to deadly river rapids — will win
the 92nd Academy Award for best picture
Feb. 9.

Ifs are cheap. So is the average Oscar
prognosticator’s crystal ball. Nonetheless
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George MacKay portrays a British soldier in the Academy Award-nominated “1917”

thoughts. Since 1989, the PGA winner has
gone on to take the top Oscar 21 out of 30
times. (In early 2014 “12 Years a Slave” and
“Gravity” tied at the PGAs; “12 Years a
Slave” won the Oscar a few weeks later.)

here we are, and here I am arguing why a
win for “1917” wouldn’t be surprising but
would be, for me, as disappointing as last
year’s win for “Green Book,” for vastly
different reasons.

First some numbers, then some

As many have noted, including Glenn

Whipp of the Los Angeles Times, there’s a
strlklng link between best picture Oscar
winners and the Oscar winners for best
editing. Only 10 out of 91 movies since the
first Academy Awards presentation in 1929
managed to win best picture without a
correlating win in the editing category.

Neither “1917” nor another strong con-
tender for both the PGA and the Oscars
this year, “Once Upon a Time ... in Holly-
wood,” made the Oscar nominations cut for
editing. As Whipp notes, the last time the
top Oscar winner managed a win in similar
circumstances was “Birdman” (2014).

Like “Birdman,” “1917” rolls along in
what has been staged, photographed and
digitally stitched to resemble a single, two-
hour line of unbroken action. To most
Academy voters, that’d be reason enough
not to favor it with an editing nomination.

The one-shot aesthetic confers a built-in
sense of filmmaking risk, even if “1917” is
made up of several separate long se-
quences. Mendes and the true hero of
“1917” the master cinematographer Roger
Deakins, deploy that strategy to tell the
story of two British soldiers, played by
George MacKay and Dean Charles Chap-
man, ordered across enemy lines to deliver
amessage in time for 1,600 fellow soldiers
to avoid a trap set by German forces.

Turn to Phillips, Page 2

‘BAD BOYS FOR LIFE’ %%

SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT
Will Smith and Martin Lawrence return as Miami heat in “Bad Boys for Life.”

Will Smith, Martin Lawrence
are along for nostalgic ride

BY MICHAEL PHILLIPS

So much has happened since Martin
Lawrence and Will Smith, in that order of
billing, struck gold with director Michael
Bay’s feature debut “Bad Boys” (1995) and
its sequel, “Bad Boys II” (2003). Presidents
came and went. “Green Book” won the
Oscar. Our dog turned 14.

Alot goes on in between the natural life
cycle of a two-movie phenomenon from
another time, and an attempt to tack on a

third and get it going again, this time with
Smith getting top billing and Martin sec-
ond.

“Bad Boys for Life” is that attempt.
While I don’t like to guess financial out-
comes, this time I think the financial
outcome is pretty clear and pretty rosy.
Aside from the bit about Lawrence being
able to beat Smith in a foot race, the movie
has very few unintentional laughs. It

Turn to Boys, Page 5

Naperville resident gets her
Disney wish fulfilled on TV

Erin Feeney’s script for
‘Doc McStuffins’ aired Monday

BY DARCEL ROCKETT

Naperville resident Erin Feeney, 28,
wants to have a career in fairy tales.

And so far, the College of DuPage stu-
dent has already paved a path to one of the
known entities of fairy tales — Disney.

Feeney just saw her first script for the
Disney animated show “Doc McStuffins”
come to fruition in a cartoon titled “Ulti-
mate Safari: Tail Spin.” The animated
short premiered Monday on the Disney
Channel and Disney Junior. (For those not
familiar, “Doc McStuffins” is a children’s
series about a girl who fixes toys with the
aid of her toy friends.)

Feeney’s two-minute interstitial shows
Doc and her toy team helping a whirly
bird named Topsy get back to her flock
and perform the “Sunrise Spin.” The spot
was also available in the DisneyNOW app
and on the Disney Junior YouTube page.

“I can hardly believe it,” said Feeney
who expressed her enthusiasm via her
communication board attached to her
wheelchair.

Feeney was born with cerebral palsy
and is unable to speak. She communicates
by pointing to words and letters on her
board. Her father, Kevin, is her translator
and is quick to spell out her messages by

STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

College of DuPage student Erin Feeney
saw her first script for the animated show
“Doc McStuffins” premiere Monday on the
Disney Channel and Disney Junior.

watching where she points.

He remembers Erin’s path to writing
for the small screen started a few years
ago after her short stories turned into a
short film with actors who were people
with disabilities, he said. That film grew
into a feature that played in the Naperville
Independent Film Festival in 2016, where
some people who worked with Disney on
Ice noticed. Shea Fontana, the writer of
the Disney on Ice script, also wrote for
“Doc McStuffins”

Turn to Disney, Page 3
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Gigi Hadid arrives Thursday at a Manhattan court-
house for jury selection in Harvey Weinstein’s rape trial.

Supermodel nixed from
Weinstein juror list

NEW YORK — The list of potential jurors in Har-
vey Weinstein’s rape trial narrowed Thursday, includ-
ing the dismissal of supermodel Gigi Hadid.

Hadid, 24, was spotted shortly before 9 a.m. walk-
ing into the courthouse trailed by a person resembling
abodyguard. Holding a black handbag in one hand
and a cup of coffee in the other, Hadid didn’t say any-
thing as she disappeared into a room.

A few minutes later, she left the courthouse. Court
officials confirmed Hadid was cut from the list of
potential jurors. She caused a stir Monday when she
emerged as a potential juror, telling the judge she had
met Weinstein but could be impartial. She also said
she had met actress Salma Hayek, a potential witness.

Despite Hadid’s insistence that she could “keep an
open mind on the facts,” the defense and prosecutors
later agreed that having her on the jury would be too

much of a commotion.

Weinstein, 67, is accused of raping a woman in a
Manhattan hotel room in 2013 and sexually assaulting
another in 2006. He has said any sexual activity was

consensual.

By lunchtime Thursday, five jurors had been se-
lected — three men and two women. Judge James
Burke has said he expects a full jury, including alter-
nates, to be seated in time for opening statements and

testimony on Jan. 22.

— Associated Press

Jan. 17 birthdays: Actress Betty White is 98. Actor
James Earl Jones is 89. Talk show host Maury Povich
is 81. Singer Steve Earle is 65. Comedian-game show
host Steve Harvey is 63. Actor Jim Carrey is 58. Actor
Denis O’Hare is 58. Actor Joshua Malina is 54. Actor
Naveen Andrews is 51. Musician Kid Rock is 49. Actor
Freddy Rodriguez is 45. Actress Zooey Deschanel is
40. Singer Ray J is 39. Actress Kelly Marie Tran is 31.

SETH WENIG/AP

JEROD HARRIS/GETTY

GLAAD for Murphy: TV
producer Ryan Murphy
will be honored by GLAAD
this year for making “a
significant difference in
accelerating LGBTQ ac-
ceptance.” The media
watchdog announced “The
Politician” director will be
this year’s recipient of its
Vito Russo Award. Mur-
phy’s other projects in-
clude “The Normal Heart,”
“Nip/Tuck,” “Scream
Queens,” “Glee” and the
anthologies “American
Horror Story,” “American
Crime Story” and “Feud.”
He’s won six Emmy
Awards, a BAFTA, a 2019
Tony Award for his revival
of “The Boys in the Band”
and a Peabody Award over
the course of his career.
Murphy, 54, previously
donated all profits from
“Pose” and a benefit per-
formance of “The Prom” to
charitable organizations
working with the LGBTQ
community.

Hall of famers: It’s one
sweet day for Mariah
Carey: the pop diva, who
has co-written 18 of her 19
No.1hit songs, will be
inducted into the Song-
writers Hall of Fame. Join-
ing Carey for the 2020
class are the Neptunes (the
duo of Pharrell Williams
and Chad Hugo), former
Eurythmics members
Annie Lennox and Dave
Stewart, the Isley Brothers,
Rick Nowels, William
“Mickey” Stephenson and
Steve Miller.

Super-Demi: Grammy-
nominated pop singer
Demi Lovato will perform
the national anthem at the
Super Bowl. NFL and Fox
announced the perform-
ance, which will take place
ahead of the Feb. 2 game at
Hard Rock Stadium in
Miami. Jennifer Lopez and
Shakira will headline the
halftime show.

By AMY DICKINSON

ASK AMY

askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter @askingamy

In-laws seek favor, but shown door

Dear Amy: This Christ-
mas, my husband’s parents
and their baby daughter
came to stay with us.

The plan was that they
would stay with us for
three days and leave on
Friday morning, as my
husband and I both had to
return to work on Monday.

On Christmas night,
they asked if T wouldn’t
mind babysitting their
infant on Saturday, so they
could make some personal
visits in town.

This plan would have
extended their stay for two
more days and nights. I
looked at my husband and
(on my behalf) he offered
to put them up in a hotel
for those nights. Instead of
agreeing, they left Thurs-
day night instead of Friday.

The truth is that T wasn’t
in the mood to host them
in the first place. I didn’t
want visitors over Christ-
mas, but we made sure it
was nice for them.

I get the side-eye when I
tell this story. Was I
wrong? How should I have
handled this?

— Side-eyed

Dear Side-eyed: You
need to realize that anyone
can ask anything of you.
But you shouldn’t punish
them for asking, when you
have the option to respond
with a respectful “no.”
This request was a ma-
jor one on your in-laws’
part. Even though it seems
that you and your husband
did agree to babysit, you
could have handled it
differently by offering a
truthful and respectful
response: “Oh, I'm sorry,
but we have to pivot
toward our work week and
won’t be able to do that. I
wish you had asked earlier;
we might have been able to
work something out”

Or you could have de-
clined to sit on Saturday
but offered to sit on Friday
until noon, so they could
see some friends and then
leave in the afternoon.

You present the offer of
a hotel as a kindness of
sorts, but it really was a
tacit invitation for your
in-laws to leave, and they
took the hint.

You have definitely
established yourself as
someone who is not to be

trifled with.

Dear Amy: My daughter
recently got engaged and is
planning her wedding. Her
future in-laws recently
divorced and are not really
speaking.

We have no relatives in
this country, so it’s just the
three of us. They come
from a large, European
background with many
distant and local relatives.

We are supporting
whatever they want. Both
families will be pitching in,
and the future father-in-
law is happy letting them
make their choices.

However, the groom’s
mother wants a spread-
sheet with comparisons of
what they have already
investigated, as well as a
day looking at other ven-
ues with her son. She has
decided that since they
have the larger family, they
should have the say.

The groom is trying
hard to manage the middle
ground, but it is creating a
huge void, and I fear losing
loving relationships going
forward.

We have decided to have
a meeting (with us, the
couple and the father-in-
law). We will invite the
mother-in-law.

Any suggestions on how
to tackle this challenge?

— Worried Parents

Dear Worried: Calling a
meeting sounds like a good
idea, and yet ... what you
are actually doing is invit-
ing yourselves — and these
other parents — into a
process that should be
controlled by the marrying
couple. Ask yourselves,
very seriously, what you
hope to achieve and then
ponder, very frankly, the
likely outcome.

There might be cultural
issues or traditions you
want to honor, but, gener-
ally speaking, modern
marrying couples should
make all of the major deci-
sions regarding the wed-
ding together, as a couple.
Both sets of parents can be
involved — sometimes very
involved — but this should
be at the behest of the
couple.

The groom should never
agree to look at venues
without the bride. This
young man is going to have
to do more than try to plow
middle ground. Letting his
mother run the show, and
cutting his fiancee out of
this process, establishes a
terrible precedence.

Dear Amy: “K in Col-
orado” was upset because,
at the age of 68, some peo-
ple assume he is his young
son’s grandfather.

Thank you for pointing
out that many grand-
parents are raising young
children. My husband and
I are in that group. We are
tired, lonely, and we feel
invisible.

— Gram

Dear Gram: I see you. You
are heroes to your family.

Copyright 2020 by Amy
Dickinson

Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency

‘LES MISERABLES’ x %%

Cops, corruption and gang warfare near Paris

By Guy LODGE
Variety

“C’est moi, la loi!”
screams a bent cop midway
through “Les Misérables.”

Ifhe’s trying to emulate
the comic-book indomita-
bility of Judge “I am the
law” Dredd, his shrill, pan-
icked delivery is a dead
giveaway to the contrary. In
both a practical and moral
sense, being the law counts
for less and less as French
docmaker Ladj Ly’s first
fiction feature unfolds: A
buzzing street thriller, it
pits a nervous, trigger-
happy police force against

AMAZON STUDIOS

Damien Bonnard, Alexis Manenti and Djebril Zonga star in
French director Ladj Ly’s “Les Misérables.

MPAA rating: R (for lan-
guage throughout, some
disturbing/violent content,
and sexual references)

Running time: 1:44

Opens: Friday at the Music
Box Theatre, 3733 N. South-
port Ave., musicboxthe-
atre.com/. In French with
English subtitles.

to identify no bad men
inside it.

Ly’s screenplay, co-writ-
ten with Giordano Geder-
lini and Alexis Manenti,
takes a rookie’s-first-day
structure familiar from

assaulting teenagers for
sport. His black partner
Gwada (compelling model-
turned-actor Djebril
Zonga) occasionally balks
at Chris’ behavior but reck-
lessly abuses his own
power. In just a single day,
this close-quarters com-
plicity threatens to infect
the horrified Stéphane too.

Ly and editor Flora
Volpeliére begin proceed-
ings at a surprisingly lei-
surely but nonetheless
engrossing pace, taking
nearly an hour to observe
and absorb the intricately
conflicting power dynamics
of the estate, where the

versus-kids standoff.

“Les Misérables” is aptly
galling as a study of every-
day power structures tested
and exploited to breaking
point; its best scenes are
combative in the discom-
fort they raise, prodding
viewers to ask if, when and
how they would intervene
in various ugly displays of
unchecked authority.

Ly’s film has little in the
way of sympathy for the
police, yet it’s surprising
the bulk of its action is
viewed through their alter-
nately jaded and terrified
eyes. We are given far less
internal access to the vari-

an aggravated urban under-  Misérables” also took that powered the 19th “Training Day” and count-  shady local mayor Steve ous oppressed groups
classinabattle of willsand ~ Montfermeil as its setting, century tome. less others of its ilk, intro- Tientcheu enjoys a brittle, under their crooked thumb.
weaponry that is all too of course: Ly’s choice of It’s the last time you’ll ducing a mediating con- mutual look-the-other-way ~ The film winds up group-
universally recognizable. title is a brash, audacious hear the people singin Ly’s  science of sortsinthe form  pact with Chris and Gwada, ingthem in hurried, impre-

Exploring the worn-out  one, but its invocation of film, which otherwise of Stéphane (Damien Bon-  while an assortment of cise strokes..
housing projects of the Victor Hugo’s 1862 opus is makes wholly grave refer- nard), a level-headed, by- restive gangs — Muslim That’s a disappointing
director’s own home turf —  no empty gesture. ences to Hugo’s work: the-book policemannewly ~ Brotherhood members, oversight since Ly’s debut
the outlying Parisian com- As a statement of new- “There are nobad plantsor  transferred to Les Bosquets ~ Romany circus workers otherwise bristles auspi-
mune of Montfermeil — generation intent, symboli-  bad men; there are onlybad ~ from a less-fraught and, perhaps most power- ciously with life and wit at
with a keen eye and an cally reclaiming a national-  cultivators,” runs a choice precinct. Though he’s taken  fully, overlapping factions the fringes of an already-
antsy gait, it’s a furious treasure text to reflect the onscreen quote. off guard by the volatile of seething teenagers — frayed society.
work of social geography more diverse reality of Viewers may beinclined  nature of everyday life in clash and chafe in their Expanded from a César-
that satisfies slightly lessas ~ contemporary France, it to disagree after spending the area, he’s even less shadow. nominated short film of the
a character piece. In its makes its point immedi- some time in the cop car prepared for the extreme When the debatably same name, “Les Mis-
ambitious attempt to dram-  ately. The title appears over  that literally drives Ly’s film  corruption of the two Anti-  named Anti-Crime Squad érables” has been shaped
atize the violent anxieties introductory documentary ~ through the concrete wilds ~ Crime Squad officers he’s gets roped into one of these ~ from — per the film’s press
of men on both sides of the ~ footage of reveling masses of Les Bosquets, Montfer- assigned to shadow. initially minor disputes, notes — over 100 hours of
law, “Les Misérables” risks ~ in the wake of France’s meil’s most notorious and Chris (played by Ma- tensions on a hot, irritable rushes. Perhaps, however, it
selling some victims alittle 2018 World Cup victory, a crime-ridden social estate: ~ nenti) is a nakedly racist, day boil over to near-riot could use a little more of its
short. more positive demon- It would take an especially  short-fused bully, given to levels, culminating in a literary namesake’s vast,

A certain other “Les stration of the patrioticbrio  generous judge of character  harassing or actively breath-suspending cops- sociable sprawl.

h : 11 : screenplay, relates towhat ~ people who made “Green palatable sensory overload.  and slick, durable it’s so infernally crafty and
P 1 lp S level of seriousness audi- Book,” could make a rea- Producers, I suspect,will machismo wins with the because the people inside
ences are willing to buy in sonable argument against vote for “1917” in part be- PGA on Saturday, there Bong Joon Ho’s story re-
Continued from Page 1 their big-screen war games.  “1917” being a better- cause it reminds them of goes that theory. Taranti- main at the helm of the
The horrors of war in crafted experience thanlast  another recent and unfash-  no’s budget on “Once Upon  storytelling,

The film unfolds as a “1917” are, at heart, excit- year’s PGA and Oscar win-  ionable success in the same  a Time ... in Hollywood” It gives you something to
series of gamer-style epi- ing, in the exhilarating ner. But movies about war genre: Christopher Nolan’s ~ was comparable to Mendes’  think about when it’s over,
sodes to be conquered cinematic sense. They don’t  have their own standardsto ~ “Dunkirk.” The “1917” budget on “1917” unlike “1917” which is
before moving on to the dare tell you much of the uphold and histories to production cost estimates With Tarantino, the really over when it’s over
next level. Theresults play  truth of what trench war- honor. run in the $90 million priorities were practical, and which makes for an
like a first-person war fare and ungodly adversity On a first viewing (1l range. “Dunkirk” cost more  expensive period re-cre- enveloping two hours —
scenario, asif producedby  under fire must’ve feltlike.  see it again before Oscar (estimates run between ation, without much digital ~ until you realize how little
Merchant Ivory. Many disagree withthat  time), the characters felt $100-$150 million), but anything. His movie was a is in the envelope.

Strike that: It’s less a and still adore the picture. perfunctory and margin- Nolan’s structurally elabo-  hit too, and even people
first-person gaming experi-  PGA voters, I suspect, alized in their own story. rate gambit paid off with a who don’tlove or even hate ~ “1917”is currently in thea-
ence than it is the experi- admire, respect and will The human complexities of ~ worldwide gross of more the ending like the movie ters.
ence of watching someone  vote for it, partly because wartime are lost in the than $500 million. Produc-  anyway. (I'm in that camp.)

else at the controls: “Ready
Player World War One.”
The chief drawback of
Mendes’ visual approach,
neatly allied with its
stripped-down, functional

it’s traditional in its setting
and themes yet obviously,
even flagrantly, contempo-
rary in its filmmaking and
storytelling sensibility.
Nobody, including the

dazzle. Like “The Reve-
nant,” another long-take
showcase from “Birdman”
director Alejandro
Gonzélez Ifdrritu, “1917”
settles for dramatically

ers like that too, of course.
And they may see similar
risk/reward formulas at
work with “1917”

Now if Quentin Taranti-
no’s ode to 1969 Hollywood

Whatever comes to pass
Saturday, you know what
I’'m rooting for come Feb.
9?2 My favorite film from
2019, that’s what.

Ilove “Parasite” because

Michael Phillips is a Tribune
critic.
myphillips

@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @phillipstribune
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‘JEZEBEL’ % %% /2

A Vegas
story unlike
any other

By MICHAEL PHILLIPS

Last August, Chicago
movie audiences got an
early look at a beautiful
feature debut. “Jezebel,” set
in 1998 Las Vegas, a long
way from the casinos and
the Strip, played the Black
Harvest Film Festival at the
Gene Siskel Film Center.
Now writer-director Numa
Perrier’s semi-autobio-
graphical drama has re-
turned to town, this time
for a weeklong run at Fac-
ets. It’s also available on
Netflix, starting Jan. 16. See
it either way, but see it.

It’s a rewarding small-
screen experience as well
as a ripely visualized large-
screen one, made on a
plainly tiny budget. “Jeze-
bel” travels between two
locations. One is a cramped
Budget Suites studio apart-
ment, where Sabrina
(played by Perrier) lives

with her toddler, her older
son (Stephen Barrington),
her boyfriend (Bobby Field)
and the film’s primary
character, Sabrina’s 19-
year-old sister.

The sister’s real name is
Tiffany, a wide-eyed,
warm-hearted kid adrift in
difficult circumstances. She
is portrayed by DePaul
University graduate Tiffany
Tenille, whose first smile in
close-up, around 10 min-
utes into this 85-minute
picture, reveals a face and
an actress born for the
camera. Tiffany has moved
in with her sister’s crew
while their unseen mother
lies dying in a hospital. The
teenager, meantime, lies
awake on the couch at
night, listening to Sabrina
conduct her phone sex
work on the other side of a
paper-thin wall. One day
the sisters discuss a help-
wanted ad Sabrina thinks is

ARRAY

DePaul University graduate Tiffany Tenille stars as an unlikely Las Vegas sex worker in “Jezebel,” opening at Facets.

worth considering: “Inter-
net models. Nudity re-
quired. Great pay.” This
was a generation ago, re-
member — a time, as direc-
tor Perrier told Women-
andHollywood.com, when
“the world wide web was
very new (and) work as a
phone sex operator was
shifting into the digital
space.”

Tiffany takes on the
persona of Jezebel. Her
on-the-job mentor (Zoe
Tyson) schools her in the
on-camera job’s advan-

tages. “The guys can’t touch
you, and you don’t have to
see how gross they are in
person.” One, however,
doesn’t seem gross; when
Tiffany live-chats with
“Bobby_823,” the talk be-
comes personal in a differ-
ent way. From there “Jeze-
bel” follows its title charac-

found a champion in Ava
DuVernay, whose Array
Releasing company picked
up “Jezebel” following its
premiere nearly a year ago
at South by Southwest. Like
director Sean Baker’s “The
Florida Project,” Perrier’s
film saturates the screen
with pink, mauve and pur-

ter through various, acutely  ple, a defiance of the gray
observed developments as economic circumstances
she starts bending the rules  and all that eternal Vegas
and becoming a new ver- sunshine. Also like Baker’s
sion of herself. films, this one pays atten-
Ever on the lookout for tion to a handful of the
terrific new talent, Perrier millions in this country

No MPAA rating (sexual
material, nudity, language)

Running time: 1:28

Opens: Friday, continuing
through Jan. 23, at Facets
Cinematheque, 1517 W.

Fullerton Ave.; facets.org.

living just above the pover-
ty line, one step ahead of
eviction.

It’s not straight-up real-
ism; nor is it the usual mor-
alizing, candy-coated melo-
drama.

LAs George Lucas museum adds to its big collection

BY MICHAEL PHILLIPS

The Lucas Museum of
Narrative Art, the billion-
dollar brainchild of “Star
Wars” creator George Lu-
cas and Ariel Investments
co-CEO and president
Mellody Hobson, has ac-
quired a vast collection
known as the Separate
Cinema Archive, compris-
ing more than 37,000 film
posters, scripts and exhib-
ition and promotion relics
dating back more than a
century.

The LA museum, sched-

uled to open in 2022, will
come to fruition after a
lengthy, contentious and
ultimately thwarted at-
tempt on behalf of Lucas
and Hobson to build a
museum in San Francisco,
followed by a similar im-
passe in Chicago.

Last year Mayor Lori
Lightfoot appointed Chi-
cago native Hobson vice
chair of World Business
Chicago, a public-private
agency advocating for local
job growth and corporate
relocations.

Lucas attended film

school at the University of
Southern California, a
geographical neighbor of
Exposition Park, where the
museum is under construc-
tion. It’s one of several
museums and buildings,
including the LA Memorial
Coliseum, neighboring the
USC campus.

The Lucas Museum’s
newly acquired film Afri-
can-American film archive
showcases artifacts featur-
ing early black cinema
pioneers, such as film-
maker Oscar Micheaux,
and later stars ranging from

Rendering of the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art, sched-
uled to open in LA’s Exposition Park in 2022.

Dorothy Dandridge to Museum and the Los Ange-
Sidney Poitier, along with les County Museum of Art
musical giants such as will present two South LA

Duke Ellington.
On Feb. 8, during Black
History Month, the Lucas

screenings: a matinee of
“The Wiz,” and a screening
of Spike Lee’s “Do the Right

Thing.” The Lee film will
be followed by a conversa-
tion with Jacqueline Stew-
art, the University of Chi-
cago professor and recently
appointed host of Turner
Classic Movies’ “Silent
Sunday Nights” series.
Lucas Museum film cura-
tor Ryan Linkof will moder-
ate.

The screenings will take
place at Baldwin Hills
Crenshaw Plaza’s Cine-
mark Theater. For more
information on the muse-
um’s progress and plans, go
to lucasmuseum.org.

Disney
Continued from Page 1

Erin attended that ice
show and met Fontana,
who subsequently invited
Erin to submit some script
ideas for “Doc McStuffins.”
Erin submitted 10 ideas
and two made the cut.

One of them is “Tail
Spin,” which took a few
hours to write initially,
Erin said. After some back-
and-forth with producers
and about five edits, the
script was complete in two
or three weeks, her father
added. The result:

“Since it’s animation, it
takes a long time to do all
that stuff” Kevin said.

After the process, Dis-
ney invited the Feeneys to
Los Angeles for four days
in August 2017, where they
met some of the voice
artists in a recording ses-
sion. The Feeneys also
made a visit to Disneyland.

“They were really nice,”
Kevin said. “ When we
were eating lunch, Henry
Winkler was recording in
the building for another
cartoon show, so we got to
meet him. (He’s) a real nice

After that, it was just a
waiting game for the car-
toon to be produced. And
this week, the family was
up extra early to see the
premiere live.

“Erin has always had
talent (and) a huge imagi-
nation,” Kevin said. “She
loves the Disney stories,

tales, at home in Naperville.

Grimms’ Fairy Tales and
Hans Christian Andersen,
those types of things. We're
reading the biography of
Andersen, and she’s listen-
ing to the audio book of the
life of Helen Keller.”

“I'was alonely kid, so I
started watching the Dis-
ney movies and fell in love
with the princesses,” Erin
said. Her favorites are
Snow White, Thumbelina
and Cinderella, but she
laughs, saying “Elsa and
Anna are cool” (Both prin-
cesses are, appropriately,
from “Frozen.”)

“Erin’s dream has been
to write fairy tales for kids
and in particular Disney
stories, so we're hoping
one of these days she can

STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Kevin Feeney and his daughter Erin Feeney, a 28-year-old writer who specializes in fairy

make a career of that,”
Kevin said. “But Erin
wants to finish college
first”

Erin is an English major
at College of DuPage. Ac-
cording to Kevin, she has
three courses left before
she hopes to transfer to
Elmhurst College. In the
meantime, Erin keeps
writing her stories — all
fiction, many of them origi-
nal fairy tales, she says. The
next thing on the horizon:
sending her work to pub-
lishers and moving to Los
Angeles.

When asked if she’s tired
of winters, Erin nods
emphatically.

“She saw the ocean in
Santa Monica and I think

By BLAIR KAMIN

A Thai architect is the
winner of the 2020 Rich-
ard H. Driehaus Prize for
traditional architecture,
the University of Notre
Dame, which administers
the prize, announced
Thursday.

Ong-ard Satrabhandhu,
whose designs range from
tropical houses to a bank
and hotel, will receive the
$200,000 award in a
March 28 ceremony in
Chicago.

The winner’s projects
“have a unique beauty that

that did it,” her dad said. results from incorporating
“But first she has to finish lessons gleaned from years
college.” of study across diverse
Her next class is Intro- cultures. The resulting
duction to Visual Arts that buildings seamlessly blend
begins Jan . 21 at College of with the vernacular tradi-
DuPage. She’s on the look- tions of Thailand,” said
out for aides to work with Michael Lykoudis, the
her when she transitions to Driehaus Prize jury chair

a four-year school. Until and dean of Notre Dame’s
then her resume is filling

out nicely.

Thai architect wins
Driehaus Prize for
traditional design

architecture school.

Sponsored by Chicago
investor Richard H.
Driehaus and awarded
annually to a living archi-
tect, the Driehaus Prize
was established in 2003 to
honor traditional and
classical architecture.
Previous recipients in-
clude the American archi-
tects Robert A.M. Stern
and Michael Graves.

As part of the Driehaus
Prize awards, it was an-
nounced that Clem
Labine, founder of Old-
House Journal and Tradi-
tional Building magazines,
is the winner of this year’s
$50,000 Henry Hope Reed
Award.

It goes annually to a
non-architect who sup-
ports traditional architec-
tural and urban design.

bkamin@

chicagotribune.com

Kevin said she’s already HOLIDA 0 EX
received some emails A
about her “McStuffins”
debut. And he says about
additional Disney work for
Erin, “We hope there’s
some more in the not-so-
distant future.”

drockett@
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MUSIC 3733 N. Southport

MusicBoxTheatre.com
THEATRE 773-871-6604

LITTLE WOMEN-
1:40,4:10,7:00,9:40
LES MISERABLES-
1:50,4:40,7:10,9:45
MANDY-Midnight

Enjoy the
Theater Tonight

M OV IE

RATING

G-Suggested for GENERAL audiences

PG-Parental Guidance Suggested
some material may not be suitable for children

PG-13 Parenis Strongly Cautioned
Some material may be inappropriate

R-Restricted Persons under

unless accompanied by parent or adult guardian
NC-17 No children under 17 admitted

PICKWICK

PICKWICK MEGA-THEATER
847-604-2234 NOW OPEN
FREE REFILLS ON LARGE POPCORN AND LARGE DRINKS
DOOLITTLE MEGA-THEATRE (PG) 1:30 4:00 6:30 9:00
MARRIAGE STORY (R) 2:00 4:45 7:30
LITTLE WOMEN (PG) 12:30 3:15 6:00 8:45
1917 (R) 1:00 4:30 7:00 9:20
INTRIGO: DEATH OF AN AUTHOR 2:15 7:00
DISTURBING THE PEACE (R) 4:45 9:00
OPENS: THURSDAY JAN 23 THE GENTLEMEN 7:00
Buy tickets at www.pickwicktheatre.com

Enjoy a Movie

for children under 13

17 not admitted

ONE OF THE TOP 10 FILMS
OF THE YEAR

LYWOOD REPORTER

Ehe New {Jork Times O Critic’'s Pick

“A WAIING
DREEAM...
SSATURATED IN SOUND,
MUSIC AND COL_OR”
VARIETY

“SEEDUCCTIVE AND
SORROWF=UL,

AND RAW’

AMAZON ORIGINAL

NVISIBLLE
LIF=

A TFRROPICAL
MELODRANMA
BY <ARIM AINOUZ

R

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT

STARTS TODAY

BEST INTERNATIONAL FILM

— NOMINEE —

BEST INTERNATIONAL FEATURE E’

FILM INDEPENDENT SPIRIT AWARDS

AMAZON ORIGINAL

[ES
MISERAB

AFILMBY LADJ LY

AMAZON
STUDIOS

}amazonstudiosguilds.com

S
L~

AR ANDLL

5 AMA‘ZON

CHICAGO

START
TODAY

LANDMARK THEATRES

Century Centre Cinema

2828 N. Clark St. at Diversey « (773) 248-7759

(773) 871-6604

CHICAGO
MUSIC BOX THEATRE AMC RIVER EAST 21 CENTURY 12 EVANSTON/
3733 N Southport Ave 322 E lllinois St

amctheatres.com

EVANSTON

CINEARTS 6 AND XD
1715 Maple Ave cinemark.com
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LEXUS AND LUXURY HAVE A
NEW NAME ON THE NORTH SHORE

FIELDS LEXUS
GLENVIEW

NOW OPEN

EXPERIENCE AMAZING,
EXPERIENCE FIELDS LEXUS

2020NX 300 2020ES 350
LEASE LEASE

$359%% 36mes. [$3895 36.mos
$2 999 ezt $3,999ua

Stock # L20028.2020 NX 300. MSRP $38,384. 36 months. 10,000 miles per Stock # L20053. 2020 ES 350. MSRP $41,290. 36 months. 10,000 miles per
year. $2999 due at lease signing. $359/month + tax. $300 Doc Fee. Offer End year. $3,999 due at lease signing. $389/month + tax. $300 Doc Fee. Offer End
Date: 2/3/20 Date: 2/3/20

FIELDS LEXUS GLENVIEW
2000 Waukegan Rd. | 847.510.5535 | fieldslexusglenview.com

@u =SAL N

EXPERIENCE AMAZING

PART OF THE FIELDS FAMILY

FIELDS)

aurto GrROUP

FIELOSAUTO.COM
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WATCH THIS: FRIDAY R
L]
L[]
Hawaii Five-0: “Ho’opio ’ia [Magnum P.L.: “Black Is the |Blue Bloods: “Handcuffs.” |News (N) »
U’ CBS 2 |ekanohoaliiakaua.”€ |Widow.” € m e
“Charmed” (7 p.m., CW); In g NBC 5 Lincoln Rhyme: Hunt for  |Dateline NBC (N) € @ NBC 5 News
anew episode called “Guess 2 the B(-)ne Collector (N) € _ ; (N)»
Who's Comlng to SafeS_pace 8 ABC 7 G?Lg:\ﬁi?e E:Jeasth Off the [20/20: “Overboard.” (N) € rl\lgl\)/vrs ?’5) ,
Seattle,"’ M?I and el - black-ishe |black-ishe [Last Man Last Man WGN News at Nine (N) WGN News
(Melonie Diaz, Sarah J effer.y) WGN 9 Standing€ |Standing€ |(Live) € i at Ten (N)
stumble across a stalt.hng dis- Antenna 9.2 |It’saLiving |3’s Comp. Family Ties |Growing Designing \Murphy Carson »
covery that turns their world Court 9.3 |¢ Closing Arguments (N) |Closing Arguments with Vinnie Politan € »
topsy turvy. Elsewhere, Macy Chi. Tonight: |Washington |Check, The Inter-  [Country Music: “Hillbilly Shakespeare
(Madeleine Mantock) has a PBS 11 |Review (N) |Week (N) Please! (N) |view Show |(1945-1953).” € Hd »
chance encounter with an cw 26.1 |Charmed (N) € @ Dynasty (N) € Broke Girl \Broke Girl  |Seinfeld €
investor (guest star Eric Bal- TheU  26.2[Dr.Phil(N)€ Tamron Hall (N) € The Steve Wilkos Show  [Cops €
four) in SafeSpace that takes MeTV  26.3 |Andy Griffith[Andy Griffith|Gomer Pyle [Green Acres |Hogan Hero [Hogan Hero |C.Burnett
a Wildly unexpected turn. H&I 26.4 |Star Trek© Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Deep Space 9 Star Trek »
Rupert Evans, Jordan Donica Bounce 26.5 Edison (.Rd,’os) *; Morga: Freeman, K'evin Spacey. € Tlhe Last Witch Hl;nter »
C
Melonie Diaz and Poppy Drayton also star. FOX 32 WWE Friday Night SmackDown (N) (Live) € (F'g;( 32 News Fi';lenélﬁrg Ella(;nﬁ;rzc:
lon 38 [NCIS: Los Angeles #) NCIS: Los Angeles i NCIS: Los Angeles #) NCIS: LA »
TeleM 44 |Decisiones: unos (N) La Dofa (N) € El sefior de los cielos (N) [Chicago (N)
. . MNT 50 [ChicagoP.D.€ CSI: Miami € CSl: Miami € Chicago »
“Donny,brool(” (8:(.)5 p.m., S.howtlme): Adapted from anovel of the S,aIne title by UniMas 60 |Enamorandonos Noticiero (N) |Esta historia me suena
Frank Bill, writer-director Tim Sutton’s character-driven 2018 American-French WJYS 62 |Kenneth Cox Ministries  [Joyce Meyer [Robison Billy Graham |Paid Prog. | Paid Prog.
drama stars Jamie Bell (“Billy Elliot”) as a former Marine living in a trailer park Univ 66 |Ringo (N) Amor eterno El dragon (N) Noticias (N)
with a wife and two children. Earl is desperate to get his family out of this dead- AE Live PD: Rewind ()& |Live PD: “Live PD - 0L.17.20." (N) (LIve) G ¢
end existence and make a fresh start, but the only way he sees to finance such a e AMC The Hunger Games (PG-13,'12) xxx Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson. € Catch Fire »
move is to win the Donnybrook, a brutal bare-knuckle fight. =) ANIM | (7:01) Tanked: Sea-Lebrity Edition (N) (9:01) Tanked € Tanked »
(&) BBCA Planet Earth: Blue Il [Planet Earth: Blue Il Planet Earth: Blue II Norton (N) »
BET Friday (R,’95) * x % Ice Cube, Chris Tucker. © \(9:27) Next Friday x* »
“Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives” (9 p.m., 12 a.m., Food): Host Guy Fieri has never BIGTEN | ¢ Hockey (N)|Break (N)  |College Wrestling: Ohio State at Wisconsin. (N) € BTN Live (N)
tried to hide his status as an enthusiastic carnivore, and in the new episode “Meat BRAVO [¢Chrisley [Chrisley  [Chrisley  [Chrisley  [Chrisley  [Chrisley |Chrisley
Sampler,” he’s hitting the road and digging into all kinds of meats. He starts out in CLTV _ Sign-off N _ Sign-off
Ottawa, Canada, where a haven for foodies like him is stacking sandwiches with CNN__|Anderson Cooper 360 (N) |Cuomo Prime Time (N) __[CNN Tonight (N) Tonight (N) »
duck and a pork trifecta. In Richmond, Va., a taco joint has customers lining up for COoM South Park“ [South Park _ The E:omedy Central Roast: “Alec Baldwin.” € Bill Burr (N)
oxtail DIsC Gold Rush: “End of the Rainbow.” (N) € Outback
) DISN Bunk'd (N) [Gabby (N) [Bunk'de  [Gabby Coop |Sydney-Max |Bunk'd €
E! 4 (6:30) Fifty Shades Darker (R,’17) x*x € Fifty Shades of Grey (R,’15) xx € »
. . ESPN « NBA Basketball: Bulls at 76ers (N) \NBA Basketball: Trail Blazers at Mavericks (N) #
“Hopelessly in Love” (9 p.m., 11:03 p.m., 12:59 a.m., Lifetime): “Anna Nicole ESPN2 |¢ College Basketball (N) |Women’s College Gymnastics (N) [UFC SportCtr (N)
Smith and Larry Birkhead” chronicles the doomed union of the tabloid-ready ENC Tucker Carlson (N) Hannity (N) € The Ingraham Angle (N) _ |Fox News
scandal magnet and a celebrity photographer who was able to see beyond her ad- FOOD  |Diners, Drive | Diners, Drive |Diners (N) | Diners, Drive | Diners, Drive | Diners, Drive | Diners, Drive
mittedly checkered past. Smith died of an accidental drug overdose in 2007 at age FREE _ |Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy |700 Club (N)
39, but Birkhead provides a firsthand account of their tumultuous years together. FX ¢ (6) Furious 7 (PG-13,'15) *x x Vin Diesel. € Men in Black 3 (PG-13,’12) x* € ¥
HALL Winter Castle (NR,’19) Emilie Ullerup. € Christmas Town (NR,’19) Tim Rozon. »
HGTV  |Dream [Dream Dream (N) [Dream Dream [Dream Dream
HIST Ancient Aliens € Ancient Aliens € Ancient Aliens € Aliens »
“Real Time With Bill Maher” (10 p.m.,12 am., HBO; 3:45 am., HBOZ): Maher, a HLN Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic
gadfly to many conservatives, returns to launch the 18th season of his edgy, often IFC_ [TwoMen |TwoMen |TwoMen _|TwoMen _[TwoMen [TwoMen |TwoMen
25 . B B o 9 LIFE 4 (6) Hopelessly in Love Hopelessly in Love (N) € (Part 3 of 3) Love »
polarizing talk show at a time when there’s definitely no dearth of viable topics .
3 9.0 " . MSNBC  |All In With (N) Rachel Maddow Show (N) |The Last Word (N) 11th Hour (N)
partlculal_'ly when it involves US pOhtlcs' Maher has a_ssembled qulte a gueSt MTV 4 (5:30) The Hangover ** x| Ridiculous. |Ridiculous. |Ridiculous. |Ridiculousness €
roster for hl? first show back tonight, led by Na_ncy Pe_IOSI, _Speaker.Of the House of NBCSCH | ¢ NBA Basketball: Bulls at 76ers (N) Postgame  |Bulls (N) Football Poker »
Representatives. Also scheduled are Democratic presidential candidate Andrew NICK Most Musical Family (Season Finale) (N]All That €~ |SpongeBob |Friendse  |Friends€  |Friends €
Yang, Republican presidential challenger Joe Walsh, journalist Kara Swisher and OVATION |¢ (6) The Karate Kid (PG,'84) *** Ralph Macchio. The Karate Kid Part Il (PG,’86) %* #
historian Jon Meacham. OWN 20/20 on OWN € 48 Hours: Hard Evidence |48 Hours: Hard Evidence  [Homicide »
(1) 4'4 Dateline: Secrets (N) Snapped: “William Dennis.”| Snapped € Snapped »
PARMT  |The Green Mile (R,"99) x * * Tom Hanks, David Morse. € *
SYFY 4 (5:30) Star Trek Beyond \Star Trek (PG-13,’09) x x * Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto. € »
TBS 4 (6) Red 2 (PG-13,’13) *x Bruce Willis. |Guardians of the Galaxy (PG-13,’14) xx*x € *
TCM Whisky Galore! (NR,’49) * % x x (8:45) Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (’66) % %% * #
TALK SHOWS TLC Dr. Pimple Popper (N) Feet-Killing Me (N) My 600-Lb. Life (N) »
“The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon” (11:34 p.m., NBC): Actor Matthew TLN Paid Prog. [Paid Prog. [Paid Prog. [Paid Prog. |Life Today [Dare [Cross
McConaughey; actor Hugh Grant; actress Vanessa Hudgens; Ashley McBryde per- TNT _ |The Legend of Tarzan (PG-13,'16) * * Alexander Skarsgard. Kong: Skull Island % * »
forms.* TOON Amer.Dad [Amer.Dad [Burgers [Burgers Family Guy |Family Guy [Rick, Morty
“The Late Show With Stephen Colbert” (11:35 p.m., CBS): The comic inter- T:VALV ;‘ndredjp"‘t; e . gi"dfed jp‘”t‘; e _ ‘;,“0“ Loop (““I)(C ;,re"- Fear
. . . aymon aymon aymon aymon ing ing ing
VIews guests and introduces musical performances."‘ USA 4 Law & Order|Bad Boys (R,’95) ** Martin Lawrence, Will Smith. € Mod Fam
“Jimmy Kimmel Live!” (11:35 p.m., ABC): Actor Michael B. Jordan; actress Janu- VH1 Good Deeds (PG-13,’12) ** Tyler Perry, Thandie Newton. € [Meet the Browns * #
ary Jones; Cigarettes After Sex performs.* WE Love After Lockup € Love After Lockup (N)©  [(9:01) Extreme Love (N)  |Love- Loc. »
WGN America/Last Man  [LastMan  |LastMan  [LastMan  [LastMan [LastMan  |Last Man
HBO 4 (6:50) Long Shot (R,’19) *** Seth Rogen. € Real Time, Bill Maher (Season Premiere) (N) | Outsider »
* Subject to change = HBO2 The Outsider € [The Outsider: “Roanoke.” |Spanglish (PG-13,04) x* € #
g MAX (7:10) Halloween (R,’18) * * Jamie Lee Curtis. Strike Back € \Strike ’
. . . . . . . . e} SHO (7:05) Donnybrook (R,’18) xx Jamie Bell. € Boxing (N) »
Hey, TV lovers: Looking for detailed show listings? TV Weekly is an ideal companion. & STARZ |+ (6:12) SaintJudy (18)  |Power: “He Always Wins.” |(9:01) Notorious (R708) % #
To subscribe, go to www.tvweekly.com or call 1-877-580-4159 STZENC | ¢ Born-4th July Lethal Weapon 4 (R,’98) *x Mel Gibson. € [Girl »
you choose to acceptit,isto  This led to director Bay In fact, there are other Rita, Lowery’s former lover =~ MPAA rating: R (for strong
B Oys make a jaded 2020 audi- ripping off the “Police major female roles here, and head of an elite special ~ bloody violence, language
ence glad to see these guys  Story” melee for his movie.  and only one of them is a Miami police unit taking throughout, sexual refer-
Continued from Page 1 again. The movie’s not the Watching the destruction, ruthless drug lord she- charge of the case involving  ences and brief drug use)
point. The boys are the all you could think about beast bruja (Kate del Cas- the murdered Miami ad- Running time: 2:
. . L LN L unning time: 2:04
boasts a handful of cheap point. was the meanness of the tillo, bringing it). She busts  versaries of the druglords.
intentional ones, lots and “Original” being relative,  joke’s premise. out of prison; assigns her But there’s all this sexual
lots of automatic gunfire the original “Bad Boys” told “Bad Boys for Life” finds  ruthless yet vaguely con- tension between Rita and
and bleeding, and a nutty the story of how TeaLeoni  Lawrence’s Detective Mar-  flicted assassin son (Jacob Mike, at least we’re told man’s basement in here!”
pileup of influences, from nearly swiped a Martin cus Burnett a proud Scipio) to eliminate all the there is. Mike mutters got a nice juicy laugh, one
late-period “Fast & Furi- Lawrence/Will Smith grandpa and an eager retir-  Miami bigwigs who made about the love of his life, that even angry white men
ous” to “Mission: Impos- vehicle away from the ee-to-be. The script’s main  life difficult for her and her  once upon a time, which with basements full of
sible” to “21 Jump Street.” headliners. “Bad BoysII,”a  joke for his character in- late drug lord husband. ended badly and closed weapons should appreciate.
Through it all, as di- callous low point for early volves Marcus still finding ~ Detective Mike Lowery him off emotionally. This And if they liked the old
rected by the Moroccan- 21st century studio movies,  the prospect of “quality heads that list. figures into the plot, if you “Bad Boy” movies, they’ll
born Belgian filmmakers told the story of how Jackie  time” from his shrewish The veteran Bad Boys care about plot. probably like this one too.
Adil El Arbi and Bilall Fa- Chan’s far superior “Police ~ wife (Theresa Randle) a struggle with new rules of At one point, Marcus
llah, “Bad Boys for Life” Story” managed towrecka  persistent drag on his ego. conduct and cooperative finds a huge cache of weap-  Michael Phillips is a Tribune
may be a frantic visual blur ~ hillside village inhabited by = Who says they don’t write policing, albeit policing ons in a storage compart- critic.
but it’s razor-sharp themat-  poverty-stricken extras for ~ decent women’s roles in with a delirious body ment. The throwaway line ~ myphillips@chicago
ically. Its mission, should laughs, and succeeded. stuff like this? count. Paola Nunez plays “It’s like an angry white tribune.com
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Horoscopes Dilbert By Scott Adams
Today’s birthday (Jan. 17): Thoughtful plan- OUR POINTY—HAIRED é IN MY DEFENSE,
\\ ning and organization provide results this BOSS TOLD ME TO g I’?\?ET H‘%OS&?\EE%(@ %}kg HE ASSURED ME YOU
— year. Consistent, dedicated action can realize ASK YOU TO CROSS— E WOULD BE TOO DUMB
) . e £l ME AS SOON AS YOU CAN
= dreams. Attain personal wins this winter be- TRAIN ME ON YOUR 3 DO MY JOB TO REALIZE THAT.
fore resolving a partnership challenge. Adapt JOB FUNCTIONS. © '

to changing plans next summer before you
and a partner reach new levels of collaboration and romance.
Aries (March 21-April 19): Today is an 8. Focus on practical
priorities with family finances. Decrease obligations and
consumption. Turned unused lights off. Review resources
for painless ways to save.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): 7. You can see what wasn’t work-
ing. Slowly untangle things. Practice gentle kindness, espe-
cially with your partner. Handle practical priorities. Baby Blues By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott (Baby Blues is on vacation until Jan. 27. Please enjoy this strip from 2016.)

DILBERT.COM

1-17-20 2020 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist., by Andrews HcMeel

Gemini (May 21-June 20): 8. Don’t get distracted by idle talk;

steady, consistent action gets results. Practice your moves. O&%‘g&g v NOCY,%‘éIEN(: “ﬂ'g\ﬁ;v Q\é‘g&.\ m\‘mg,
Strengthen your performance through a mastery of basic NUMBER? EXTENSION. L ABMINE , 15 Mg
elements. : T\;gg\‘&)?“ -

Cancer (June 21-July 22): 8. Prioritize family rest and recre-
ation. Put your money where your mouth is. Action gets you
farther than talk. Have fun with someone sweet.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 7. The gentle approach works best

at home with family. Misunderstandings could trip you up.
Take time to untangle different interpretations.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 7. When words seem twisted, get out
for some fresh air. Meditate on a response. Avoid immediate
reactions. Let go of preconceptions or assumptions. Clarify.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 8. Focus on funding. Despite setbacks
or delays, that money should arrive. Keep your deadlines,
agreements and patience. Review work and edit with care.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 9. Dress for the part you want.
Words could fail you. Transportation delays or misunder-
standings could frustrate your plans. It all works out. Show up.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 6. Wait to launch your plans.
Stay sensitive to the unspoken undercurrent. You won’t need
to defer gratification forever. Give away old stuff you no
longer need.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 7. Your friends are your inspira-
tion. Unexpected words could disrupt or delay advancement
of a group project. Keep your promises and deadlines and
avoid miscommunication.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 8. You can figure out a profession-
al puzzle. Old assumptions get challenged. Experiment and
test your theories without great expense. Get an outside view. ., Boffo By Joe Martin
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 7. Strike out with an adventur-
ous heart. Clarify misunderstandings. Delays or traffic could
disrupt the flow. Explore and feel the wind on your face.
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Frazz By Jef Mallett
WHEN THAT (TALIAN | |IF HE'D BEEN FRENCH, | | ONE HAS

{T SURE | | SOUNDED MRS. OLSEN
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Bliss By Harry Bliss _ Classic Peanuts By Charles Schulz

-

WHAT DO yoU
DO WITH THE
REST OF IT?

40U ONLY EAT
THE CENTER OF
YOUR BREAD 7

THAT'S THE PART
I LIKE

WWW.SN00PY.COM

©1973 Peanuts Worldwide LLG, Dist, by Andrews MoMeel

Pickles By Brian Crane
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ARUT, | | WORKING
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Not everyone would choose to open the South hand with
one no trump, but we would expect the final contract to be
the same after any opening bid. Animal Crackers By Mike Osbun

West knows that he holds almost all the high cards for his
side. The only card partner might have to help the defense ,?%pggggsngggmwenw o
is the jack of clubs, and West can’t base his defense on that
hope. Clubs is certainly the right suit to lead, but which club?

Any club is fine if
The bidding: partner holds the
South West North East  Jack butwhatifthe
INT Pass  3NT All pass ﬁgledc; tiai ggrpdo?nents
Opening lead: ? Leading the queen

would work fine on
the given layout. Dummy’s king will win the first trick, but
West will be able to run four club tricks when he regains the
lead. But what if dummy held a doubleton king and declarer
three to the jack? The lead of the queen would be a disaster!
Any lower club would defeat the contract.

The answer is to lead the ace of clubs to get a look at
dummy before deciding how to continue. Seeing three
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Prickly City By Scott Stantis (Prickly City is on vacation this week. Please enjoy this strip from 2011.)

clubs to the king in dummy would see West continue with HERE ﬂgﬁg;gbé?;oqﬁfg g&%@ﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬁ
the queen of clubs hoping partner has the jack or declarer WE THERE AND THEN. WERE DISSING
started with jack doubleton. Should South have started ARE... LIBERALS, CARMEN
with three to the jack, so what? No defense would have L 2 - ) '
succeeded in that case. Should a doubleton king of clubs ‘{gy W, >7 ) .

come down in dummy, West has an easy continuation of a
low club. There are similar options when the jack appears in
dummy. Nice defense!

— Bob Jones -
tcaeditors@tribpub.com
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Dustin By Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

Sudoku [112[3A

THAT WAS DUSTIN. IT'S
THE SNOWSTORM.
HE CAN'T GET HOME.

WAIT-- YoU

wwwi.facebook com/dustincomic

dustincomics.com

'RE \ WHAT ARE N LET'S JUST SAVOR
o THIS MOMENT FOR

Kelley & Jeff Parker, Dist, by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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MINUTE.

4

TS WINTER NOW, BUT
IT WILL BE SUMMER
BEFORE YOU KNow TS

Mutts By Patrick McDonnell

©2020 by King Features Syndicate. Inc. World rights reserved.

AND NOW TO OUL
REPORTERS ON
THE SCENE.

R THE SNOW IS JUST
BEAUTIFUL, YOU
SHOULD OPEN A
WINDOW AND SEE

FOR YOURSELF.

the surprise answer, as suggested by this cartoon.
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CHICAGO WEATHER CENTER

chicagoweathercenter.com | By Tom SkiLLing aAND \WGNE']
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NEWS AT TEN

FRIDAY, JAN. 17

NORMAL HIGH: 310

NORMAL LOW: 16°

RECORD HIGH: 60° (1894)

RECORD LOW: -23° (1982)

From snow to rain and ice to more snow, cold

LOCAL FORECAST NATIONAL FORECAST The latest winter storm
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o across the area.
Billings BO/-5 Snow intensities may
3 2 3 O 26/4 . Sreun Bay . become heavy at times
. . e @ 29/27°°52 Friday evening. Snow con-
W Winter Weather Advi- Rapid City  minneapolis « tinues Friday night, but
sory for accumulating 40/ 24/19 Detroft.. changes to rain, sleet and
snow begins at 5 p.m ° cgz"/:g§° 28/25° P gesto] T ey
MR - L] 0 0o ¢
BSE i Bk SF AL Des Moines b o) Plttsburgh eezing rain at? at I.llg tas
mep Cheyenne Omaha 29/17 Clevelant e1e0 o temperatures climb into
possible beyond daybreak R a h 43/22 ° 33/160  ° 29/27 ° the lower and middle 30s
but clouds increase and ° 0000l /] 7 “Salt Lake City St.Louis *Indianapolis . o Washmgton on Saturday.
thicken by afternoon. ) 7, . 3723 Der: " 000 H 23/52 33/30 oo 30,27 Rain changes backto a
; Ver “o o// Kansas Cit; o . e : .
W Light snow develops @ 53 /24 % y ievi brief period of snow Sat-
: : L o 00 o A 35/27 Louisville p W
mid-afternoon, first across s o . i
i > racr - R ;& - ita 40/36 Charlotte urday as colder air moves
e far western suburbs, » Oooo 010 S0 0 500 S ()57 ,/ 77, 3/32 . ®£0/33 into the area. Much colder
overspreading the city 4 {eeptaccierod 7 A4 ~LittleRock  Nashville air surges into the area
between 5 and 6 p.m. 7715 VAII‘a(ngt/nZagque/,, 977 46{45 49/43 Saturday night and then
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mix changes to a few snow coldest daytime high temps sunny, quite cold with highs in| readings inch a few degrees ing high and mid-level Pacific air arrives. Gusty
showers before precipitation in over 10 months since last the mid teens. Lake effect higher than yesterday. clouds. Turning breezy from south to southwest winds
ends early afternoon. March. Sunshine and mixed snow showers continue to Afternoon highs in the low the south, noticeably milder. help push afternoon highs
Blustery and turning sharply fair weather clouds, biting pile up in the Michiana snow 20s. Wind chills: -10 to +10. Highs in the lower 30s, more close to 40 degrees, about
colder. Morning high in the winds chills range from -5° to | belt. Wind chills as low as -20 typical of late January. 8 degrees warmer than
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THURSDAY TEMPERATURES
— Accumulating snow to arrive in time for Friday p.m. rush hour | | Jusos e - -
I see childrenin my ONSET OF FRIDAY SNOW— SUNDAY-MONDAY SUNDAY’S LAKE MICHIGAN Aurora, 28 11 M,id""ay 3111
neighborhood sometimes START TIMES VARY BY REGION | Frigid, arctic air WIND AND WAVES e e e A
eating snow. Is this a safe Forecast snowfall timeline follows Fri/Sat Lakefront 32 19 Valparaiso 35 22
thing to do? : : system / T Lansing ™29 17 Waukegan 30 16
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fresh fallen snow as your evening ! > © &\ |pirection =i AR 48 5656 55
. . . I \ y
dessert might introduce through 1” 00~ - e | Area covered by snow 35.6% 43.4%
sulfates, nitrates, acids, Saturday — FE X 10 0 1T Average snow depth  3.8%  3.4%
IIaI‘iOIIIS types of paI:tilcu- morning | 1 FORECAST WEATHER MAP ¥ —{ TRACKING THE COLD
ef:z’;:tigg?gséﬁglg’ SOURCES: Frank Wachowski, National Weather Service archives RICHARD KOENEMAN, BILL SNYDER, THOMAS VALLE / WGN-TV ::‘ISE?,(Z)EL;S l;)::';i IT'dD:I::
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cven bacflx;ha_ca.n be found e OTHER U.S. CITIES WORLD CITIES CHICAGO AIR QUALITY
Esno‘.;‘ﬁb mn ca(jur}lfrles FRL/SAT. _ FC HILO FC HILO | FRL/SAT. _ FC HI LO FC HI LO | FRI/SAT. _ FC HI L0 FC HI LO | FRL/SAT. _ FC HILO FC HILO | FRIDAY _ FC HILO | FRIDAY __ FC HILO Tharsday's feading Good
atsti . burn coal, the IHlinois Abilene 52 39 su 5529 | Fairbanks  su-10-2L su-16-25 | PaimBeach sh 78 69 pc 77 66 | Acapulco  pc 88 75 | Kingston  pc 87 76 Friday's forecast Good
SNOW mlght also 1nc1ude Carbondale sh 38 36 sh 51 20 | Albany su 23 11 sn 28 27 | Fargo sn24 1 ss 5 -7 | PalmSprings pc 68 48 pc 72 50 | Algiers su 66 42 | Lima pc 78 68 Critical pollutant Particulates
= . Champaign sn 29 28 sh 40 5 | Albuquerque pc 49 23 su 46 28 | Flagstaff pc 40 18 pc 44 20 | Philadelphia su 33 20 sn 37 35 | Amsterdam sh 49 41 | Lisbon pc 59 54
fly ash (airborne bits of Decatur ~ sn 3129 sh 42 8 | Amarillo  fr 56 25 su 46 26 | FortMyers pc 81 62 pc 83 61 | Phoenix  pc 66 45 pc 71 48 | Ankara pc 42 22 | London r 50 35 FRIDAY RISE/SET TIMES
Moline sn 2827 ss 37 1 | Anchorage pc 7 2 pc 7 2 | FortSmith sh 44 43 su 49 29 | Pittsburgh pc 32 27 rs 4522 | Athens pc 52 46 | Madrid pc 57 36
unburnable ash). To re- Peoria $n 3029 rs 39 4 | Ashevile  cl 46 29 sh 4828 | Fresno pc 54 36 pc 5538 | Portland, ME su 20 3 ss 2523 | Auckland  su 73 61 | Manila pc 90 76 sun 7:14am.  4:46 p.m.
peat:Eatingsnow isnot  Sige GEEEL DM QEsmoulumap SHL Q8D smeot sk oS sk koo RRS | e oo disam
. 0CKTOr sn sn anta pc m reat Falls Ss = Ci rovi ence su sn angKo! su onterrey sl * y
Springfield rs 3129 sh 42 7 | Atlantic City su 36 21 rn 44 39 | Harrishur c 33 21 sn 3532 | Raleigh c 45 30 sh 51 46 | Barbados pc 85 76 | Montreal su 6 -7
recommended. S?erllgg sn 2625 rs 36 0 | Austin oh 70 61 Sh 6439 | Hartford © 5 28 14 an 3> 30 Rapldg City Bc 40 17 pc 29 7 | Barcelona  pc 62 42 | Moscow  sh 40 32 w W
Indiana Baltimore pc 37 26 rs 38 36 | Helena pc 27 13 cl 3021 | Reno pc 42 25 pc 50 26 | Beijing pc 40 23 | Munich su 52 38 h'l @ %
Bloomington sh 35 31 rn 47 14 Billings ss 26 4 pc 26 13 | Honolulu pc 79 68 pc 78 70 | Richmond  pc 42 26 rn 45 40 | Beirut sh 61 54 | Nairobi ts 79 61 b
Wri - ASK TOM B o 23 36 Tn 2] 1g | Birmingham ¢l 59 48 rn 59 34 | Houston sh 71 66 sh 70 47 | Rochester  pc 18 15 sn 34 27 | Berlin su 48 38 | Nassau sh 77 66
rite to: Fg;it"m}’(_'iyne ol 30 28 F N 42 g | Bismarck  ss30 -5 pcl 0-11 Int'L Falls sﬁ 18 15 ss 18 -4 Salcramento pﬁ 55 37 pﬁ 57 34 | Bermuda  sh 62 51 Ne|w Delhi  pc 62 47 FULL  3RDQ NEW 1STQ
L : Boise c 37 28 ¢l 3928 | Jackson sh 62 56 ts 6936 | Salem,Ore. sh 42 41 sh 50 45 | Bogota pc 70 50 | Oslo n 43 36
Shcago loooma e BRI RSY Mk, GREoRE Emwe pEBale BGShaio s Mo 287 Mmn, glq | e D e b
|Cag0, South Bend cl 3128 rs 39 11 rownsville  ci S uneau pc pc an Antonio sl Sl uchares Cl anama City pc
Buffalo c 19 16 rs 3924 | KansasCity rs 35 27 su 34 18 | SanDiego  pc 63 47 pc 68 48 | Budapest  sh 33 25 | Paris sh 52 38 FRIDAY PLANET WATCH
asktomwhy@wgntv.com Wisconsin Burlington gc 8 -3 sn 2019 | LasVegas pc 57 38 pc 60 41 | San Fraﬁciscogc 53 42 gc 54 43 | Buenos Aires su 80 64 | Prague 2 30 PLANET RISE SET
GreenBay ss 29 27 sn 33 7 | Charlotte pc 49 33 sh 46 41 | Lexington cl 41 37 rn 5221 | SanJuan su 84 74 sh 81 74 | Cairo sh 66 53 | Riode Janeiro ts 80 72
WGN-TV meteorologists Mark Kenosha ss 3129 rs 37 5 | CharlstnSC su 52 43 sh 64 58 | Lincoln rs 36 19 pc 27 5 | SantaFe ss 37 16 su 38 23 | Cancun pc 81 75 | Riyadh pc 72 49 Mercury 7:42 a.m, 5:01 p.m.
: La Crosse sn 26 24 ss 28 -1 | CharlstnWV cl 40 32 rn 52 24 | Little Rock sh 46 45 pc 57 30 | Savannah su 56 45 sh 68 58 | Caracas pc 78 65 | Rome pc 57 42 Ven 9:10 a.m. 756 p.m
Carroll, Steve Kahn, Richard Madison  sn 26 23 sn 33 1 | Chattanooga ¢l 53 42 rn 53 30 | LosAngeles pc 65 48 pc 72 52 | Seattle cl 41 37 sh 49 44 | Casablanca pc 66 43 | Santiago  pc 93 64 enus :10 a.m. :56 p.m.
Koeneman, Paul Merzlock and Milwaukee sn 30 28 sn 35 3 | Cheyenne p(i 43 22 pc 39 25 | Louisville sh 40 36 rE 53 20 Shrevep(lxlrt sh 60 59 sh 63 36 COE?nhagen pc 44 40 | Seoul su 42 24 Mars 3:56 a.m. 1:15 p.m.,
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Eﬁ;‘igggfg 'tgllérs“?” aS ney der, MZ: un 4 " Cleveland  sh 20 27 rs 43 20 Memphis Eh 50 49 rm 58 30 Slpoulz(ane <h 34 28 &n 37 35 | Edmonton pe-1023 | Sofia pc 38 24 Jupiter 6:16a.m.  3:23 p.m.
page. D(;t (;gta ol 28 25 rs 40 17 Colo.Spgs  pc 52 19 pc 3923 | Miami sh 76 69 pc 76 68 | St. Louis rs 33 32 sh 46 16 | Frankfurt su 48 37 | Stockholm cl 42 37 Saturn 7:04 a.m. 4:25 p.m.
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ek uegﬁ_' 1525 e 3021 | ColumbiaSC pc 52 35 sh 56 51 | Mobile sh 66 60 rn 69 48 | Tallahassee pc 69 52 pc 71 60 | Guadalajara pc 79 51 | Taipei sh 60 56 BEST VIEWING TIME DIRECTION
Hear RADIO St S‘Ee Marie pc 17 15 sn 24 14 | Columbus cl 3229 rn 4415 | Montgomery cl 62 49 sh 62 41 | Tampa pc 78 61 pc 80 63 | Havana su 83 66 | Tehran sh 42 37 isibl
< WGN 725 e e e 2T 5 o 2473 | Concord  sul6 3 ss 2319 | Nashvile  sh 49 45 m 5826 | Topeka rs 38 27 su 37 18 | Helsinki sh 41 35 | Tokyo ch 41 34 Mercury  Not visible
Demetrius Y Crps Christi sh 77 65 sh 74 49 | New Orleans sh 69 65 ts 76 50 | Tucson su 66 39 pc 73 44 | HongKong pc 69 63 | Toronto pc 19 14 Venus 5:45 p.m. 20.5° SW
Ivory’s lowa Dallas rm 61 49 su 5535 | New York su 33 22 sn 36 37 | Tulsa rn 45 39 su 48 30 | Istanbul sh 48 44 | Trinidad pc 86 74 % 5
: o DR E IR B m R Sin | Mk mAB Ak e el S e a wte San | MR e
- e S S C = envel C C a. S| chita n S| ohannes! C enna Ci i isil
weather uDdateS week Desar\;oien‘gls sg 29 17 gc 22 -2 Dull}lthr gn 20 19 gs 23 3 Omaha' rrz 33 16 pg 20 1 W=Ike|s Barre gu 23 14 sg 27 24 | Kabul urggc 3411 Wl'arsaw pc 37 32 Jupiter Not VESEbIe
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BY ALLISON STEWART

Turn to Cats, Page 5

Jackson Galaxy wanted to be a rock
star, but now he makes bad cats good

Let’s get it out of the way: Jackson Galaxy has not seen,
nor does he intend to see, the movie “Cats” Galaxy, the star
of the Animal Planet series “My Cat From Hell,” is basically
the world’s premier cat enthusiast, but even he has his
limits.

In his previous life, Galaxy, born Richard Kirschner,
wanted to be a rock star. But during a stint working in a
Colorado animal shelter, in the midst of a harrowing addic-
tion battle, Galaxy realized he had a unique affinity for cats,
and they for him.

He has since carved out a career as a cat behaviorist,
motivational speaker, and bestselling author. His latest
book, “Total Cat Mojo,” contains “everything I know in one
place,” Galaxy, who lives in Los Angeles’ San Fernando
Valley, says in a phone interview.

Cat
behavioralist
Jackson
Galaxy can
tame even
the most
cantankerous
cats.

ANDREW

MARTTILA
PHOTO

Take 10

BY ADAM LUKACH

1. Soul celebration: Soul Sum-
mit is one of Chicago’s popular
soul-music dance parties, popular
enough that it will celebrate 10
years of cutting up the dance floor
this weekend. The occasion’s
special guest is Breakbeat Lou, a
Bronx DJ who's one of those
“they don’t make ‘em like this
anymore” crate-diggers. Early
arrival (and comfortable shoes)
recommended. 9 p.m. Sat-
urday-2:30 a.m. Sunday, Empty
Bottle, 1035 N. Western Ave., free
before 11 p.m., $5 cover after 11;
soulsummitchicago.com

2.Inthe neighborhood: Do a
little “Shop Small” spending this
weekend at the Winter Fair in
Pilsen, featuring a lineup of local

artists, vendors, food and drink,
plus Chicago musicians serenad-
ing guests throughout the event.
You'll find jewelry, artwork, cloth-
ing, grilled cheese and more.
Donations are requested for the
bands. 3-7 p.m. Saturday, Pilsen
Art House, 1756 W. 19th St., free;
eventbrite.com

3. Weekend of Trucks: Jam-
band maestro and self-named
band extraordinaire Derek
Trucks comes to Chicago this
weekend with fellow guitar ace
Susan Tedeschi, who is also his
wife. Together, the pair front the
Tedeschi-Trucks Band, which
will play evening shows on two
dates this weekend. T'TB special-
izes in blues and blues-style rock,
and it dropped its most recent LP
“Signs” last year. 7:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, Chicago Theatre,
175 N. State St., $19.50-$253.50;
ticketmaster.com

4. Knuckles up ... House music
legend Frankie Knuckles would
have turned 65 this weekend, so
his native city celebrates his life
with “Frankie Knuckles and the
Power of Liberatory Space” — a
talk with DJ Duane Powell about
house music as safe spaces, fol-
lowed by a Sunday Service dance
party with Powell. Discussion
1:30-3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
Service 3-7 p.m. Saturday, Stony
Island Arts Bank, 6760 S. Stony
Island Ave., early arrival recom-
mended for discussion, free;
eventbrite.com

5....and then get down: The
Knuckles birthday afterparty
keeps going later at SmartBar
with a full lineup of DJs and
hosts, led by Michael Serafini and
Garrett David. 9 p.m. Sat-
urday-2:30 a.m. Sunday, SmartBar,
3730 N. Clark St., $20 advance, $25
door; etix.com

6. Brass in your ... The award-
winning Revival Brass Band
brings some New Orleans spirit to
Chicago for the weekend, with a
warm, booming brass sound that
will take you there — if only for a
sec. Doors 7:30 p.m., show 8:30
p-m., Thalia Hall, 1807 S. Allport
St., $25-$70; eventbrite.com

7.‘Eh, what’s up, maestro?’:
Take in an afternoon at the thea-
ter with a pairing of classics: Bugs
Bunny and the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra. The bill in-
cludes classic cartoons and a
couple new shorts. 3-5 p.m. Sat-
urday, Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra, 220 S. Michigan Ave., $34-
$109; order.cso.org

8. Better inthrees: Three local
favorites — Kuma'’s Corner, Half
Acre and Dark Matter — will
celebrate Half Acre’s annual Big
Hugs imperial coffee stout with

Big Hugs pours, Big Hugs Es-
presso drinks from Dark Matter
and swag, all while supplies last.
11:15 a.m.-11 p.m. Saturday, Kuma’s
Corner, 2900 W. Belmont Ave.,
free; facebook.com

9. ‘City’ tours: You've read — or
heard of — “Devil in the White
City;” the famous history of the
World’s Colombian Exposition in
Chicago in 1893. Now see famous
sites on a guided tour. Noon Sat-
urdays, Congress Plaza Hotel,

520 S. Michigan Ave., $40;
chicagohauntings.com

10. Smooth serenades:
Malaysian musician Yuna brings
her international brand of R&B-
inspired pop music to the states
for an “acoustic evening” to pro-
mote her 2019 album “Rogue.” 8
p.m. Friday, 7 and 10 p.m. Sat-
urday, City Winery, 1200 W. Ran-
dolph St., $35-$55; citywinery.com
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Zen-like approach to musical craft

Whether as Phish’s bassist or
leader of his own band, Mike
Gordon approaches his work
as a process of ‘letting go’

By DAN HYMAN

Much in the way his best-known and
monolithic band Phish has been known to
get all dreamlike and downright mesmeriz-
ing in the midst of their notoriously epic
jams, Mike Gordon takes a similarly Zen-
like approach to his musical craft.

“Sometimes it’s about surrendering,” the
bassist said of what serves as a principal
inspiration to him after more than three
decades in music.

Phish fans say, “ ‘Surrender to the flow;
and that’s big,” he said. “But there’s a sur-
render to the emotion. To surrender your
clasp on trying to always make it sound
good and applying a gentleness toward
letting go and trusting that the muse will
take over if you humble yourself”

Lately, the 54-year old intellectual and
heady conversationalist, who plays Thalia
Hall on Wednesday, has been finding new
ways to achieve this sort of nirvana. In
addition to his Phish duties, which recently
included a three-night residency at Madi-
son Square Garden that culminated with
an epic New Year’s Eve performance, he’s
also the leader of his own five-piece band.

“And I love the idea that we can still
morph our sound, discover new overall
textures to the music,” he said of himself
and his four bandmates. Despite having
played with his own band for 11 years now,
“the stage becomes a playground where it’s
like, ‘OK, we tried new things, we tried old
things, but now we’re just going to have fun
because this is what it’s about.” ”

“Anything can really go,” the longtime
Vermont resident added when calling one
afternoon during a family vacation in Flor-
ida. “We can be really silly; we can be really
serious and dark and see how it all feels
and just meld it on the spot and let the
moment and let the audience mold the
experience as much as we are. It’s just deep
fun for me.”

Phish has a more tried-and-true method
of songwriting, where they’ll typically
retire to their rehearsal space in Burling-
ton, Vermont, and cook up a new batch of
funky, jazzy tunes. But when it comes to his
solo work, Gordon said he’s become fasci-
nated by the myriad other means of cre-
ative inspiration. To that end, he and his

e

Phish bassist Mike Gordon is intent on surrendering to the music — whether in his best-known band or via his solo work.

When: 8:00 p.m., January 22
Where: Thalia Hall, 1807 S. Allport St.

Tickets: $32-$50; 312-526-3851 or
www.thaliahallchicago.com

bandmates have what they’ve dubbed a
“Groove” email chain, where they toss
musical, lyrical or any other artistic inspi-
rations of the moment back and forth.

“And it might be some inspirations from
playing with Phish or seeing other bands,
or a new kind of songwriting or a new kind
of gear or experimenting with electronics,”
he explained. “I really love that feeling of
being a conduit not just in the middle of a
long jam onstage, where the music is
playing itself, but also in the songwriting
room or other creative pursuits where it’s a
slower process.”

Lately, as Gordon’s been knee-deep in
writing material for the follow-up album to
2017’s proggy and delightful wacky
“OGOGO;” he’s drawn inspiration from
unexpected sources including David
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Lynch’s autobiography, “Room To Dream”
and “The Tao of Bill Murray.”

“They bring all different kinds of inspi-
ration,” Gordon noted. “But there is a com-
monality. It’s people not afraid to be
themselves”

This is something Gordon has rarely had
an issue accomplishing. Along with his
Phish bandmates, he has long indulged his
musical eccentricities with an enviable
fervor, and his solo career is no different.

“I'm really just fascinated by how the
universe sort of reforms its elements
through people in new creative ways,” he
said. “That’s the story of my life.”

While his new batch of material is not
yet in finished form, Gordon said he plans
to debut some of it on his current winter
tour of clubs and venues. While technically
he’s the leader of his band, this proposition
isn’t exactly an ideal one for him.

“I’m kind of the leader,” he said with a
laugh. “I do enjoy it, but I don’t like being
an authoritarian. As with any good leader,
bringing out the absolute best in others is
the single most important trait.

“I’'m not perfect at it, but I like to feel like
I’'m pretty good. Whether encouraging the
other guys to bring material, ideas about
cover songs (or) just ideas about the set, I
try to encourage that.

“I wish my name wasn’t on the marquee,
honestly. 'm proud of the fact that it’s up
there, but I've long fascinated about having
aband name instead of using my own. It’s
just not felt right so far”

What he’s found, however, is that by
fading into the textures of the music, he’s
far more effective as both a leader and
musician.

“If ’'m trying to impress other bass play-
ers or impress myself, that can get in the
way,” he said. “You sort of take a step back
and say, ‘I can just play one note for a
while; and usually it ends up being reward-
ing. Because now I’'m saying it’s not about
how cool I am, it’s about an experience of
flying through the air with music”’

Dan Hyman is a freelance writer.

ct-arts@chicagotribune.com
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DANIEL SWAN

Chris Collins, from left, Matt Tidmarsh, Rama Kolesnikow, James Terris, Randy Cordeiro

and Vince Littleton of Super Diamond.

Super Diamond is an almost
30-year-old dream come true

BY STEVE KNOPPER

Because of Neil Diamond, in 1998,
Randy Cordeiro left his six-year position
as an electrical-mechanical engineer.
Because of Neil Diamond, he no longer
had to commute three hours daily be-
tween his San Francisco home and Silicon
Valley. Because of Neil Diamond, he could
stop designing membrane switches all day.
“That was one of the happiest days of my
life, T have to admit, quitting my day job,”
says Cordeiro, who has performed as
“The Surreal Neil” in tribute band
Super Diamond for 27 years.

Super Diamond is one of the longest-
running and most stable bands devoted to
covering a pop star’s songs — in addition
to 54-year-old, spangle-shirted Cordeiro,
the founding frontman, keyboardists
Rama Kolesnikow and James Terris and
bassist Matt Tidmarsh have been on board
since the beginning. On stage, they’re
able to roll out varying interpretations of
Diamond classics.

A mashup of Diamond’s “Desiree” with
Boston’s “Foreplay/Long Time” came to
Cordeiro five years ago at 3 a.m. “I was so
excited I couldn’t sleep,” he says, by phone
outside a Costco parking lot after a yoga
class near his San Francisco home. “I got
up and e-mailed the idea to the band.”

The idea of performing Diamond songs
came to Cordeiro in the late ’80s, when he
was struggling to build an audience with
his original music. He was at a party,
someone passed around a guitar and
guests began to hammer out Van Mor-
rison’s “Brown Eyed Girl” and Beatles and
Doors classics. Cordeiro chose “Sweet
Caroline.”He was living in Tempe,
Arizona, at the time, and took the concept

When: 8 p.m., Jan. 22
Where: Thalia Hall, 1807 S. Allport St.

Tickets: $32-$50; 312-526-3851 or
www.thaliahallchicago.com

into open-mike acoustic nights. Someone
invited him to dress up as Diamond for a
party, and although Cordeiro wasn’t will-
ing to go all the way, he settled on The
Surreal Neil.

“When I started doing it, it was uncool
to sing Neil Diamond songs — this was
before he was inducted into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame. ... It seemed like there
was a lot of making fun of Neil Diamond
between ’89 and ’93,” he says. “But we
don’t hear that a lot anymore. Neil
Diamond started becoming cool”

Super Diamond contributed to the
trend, as the band started filling bigger
and bigger venues and appeared on “The
Late Show with David Letterman” and in
Rolling Stone magazine. Diamond sang
with the band on two occasions, at the
House of Blues in Hollywood, California,
in 2000, and at the “Saving Silverman”
premiere party. Since Diamond was diag-
nosed with Parkinson’s disease in 2018
and stopped performing, the band hasn’t
reached out, although it did a benefit for
Northwest Parkinson’s Foundation.
“We're kind of shy. ... We don’t want to
bother him,” Cordeiro says. “We just wish
the best for Neil and hope it’s going to be a
mild case — and maybe some new cure
could help him get better.”

Steve Knopper is a freelance writer.

ct-arts@chicagotribune.com
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Celebrating
revered legacy
of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

o ¢

HOwWARD REICH
On Music

Chicago embraces
the holiday honoring
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
with several major musical
tributes on the calendar.

Among the
highlights

“Too Hot to Handel: The
Jazz-Gospel Messiah”
This celebration marks its
15th anniversary, its staying
power a testament to the
quality of the production.
As its title suggests, “Too
Hot to Handel” re-con-
ceives the composer’s
oratorio through the lens
of African American musi-
cal tradition. To hear Han-
del’s score fueled by swing
rhythm, blues-tinged mel-
ody, high-flying jazz im-
provisation, stride-piano
virtuosity and the like is to
understand both the dura-
bility of the original and
the ingenuity of its trans-
formation. Returning from
previous performances are
singers Rodrick Dixon,
Alfreda Burke and Karen
Marie Richardson, each
adept at finessing the con-
vergence of classical, jazz
and gospel music. Pianist
Alvin Waddles provides
all-over-the-keyboard
virtuosity, suggesting that
Handel and Eubie Blake
aren’t so far apart after all.
The epic also features
orchestra, chorus and jazz
band, all designed to spot-
light “the transformational

powers of the performing
arts and uplift King’s vision
of a ‘beloved community; ”
as the Auditorium Theatre
puts it. 7:30 p.m. Saturday
and 3 p.m. Sunday at the
Auditorium Theatre,

50 E. Ida B. Wells Drive;
$29-$80; 312-341-2300 or
www.auditoriumtheatre.org

“MLK Tribute Concert”
Each year the Chicago
Sinfonietta presents a
reflection on King’s life and
work, and this one stands
among its more ambitious
offerings. The centerpiece
looks to be “The Seven Last
‘Words of the Unarmed,”
Joel Thompson’s contem-
plation of “those lost to
police violence,” according
to the Sinfonietta. Also on
the program: John Legend
and Common’s “Glory;”
from the film “Selma”;

and Patty Griffin’s “Up to
the Mountain,” performed
by Sinfonietta assistant
conductor Jonathan Rush
and singer Kymberli Joye,
his sister. The concert will
culminate with the fifth
movement of Mahler’s
Symphony No. 2, “Resur-
rection,” Sinfonietta music
director Mei-Ann Chen
conducting. The evening’s
personnel will include the
Adrian Dunn Singers,
mezzo-soprano Leah
Dexter, soprano Summer
Hassan, the North Central
College Concert Choir and
the Roosevelt University
Conservatory Chorus.

3 p.m. Sunday at

North Central College’s
Wentz Concert Hall,

171 E. Chicago Ave.,
Naperville; and 7:30 p.m.
Monday in Orchestra Hall
at Symphony Center,

220 S. Michigan Ave.;
$10-$62; 312-284-1554 or
chicagosinfonietta.org.

“Embracing the Spirit —
The Legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr” Several of
Chicago’s leading contem-
porary composers will join
forces for this tribute to

Dr. King, which also will
pay homage to other cul-
tural heroes. Janice Mis-
urell-Mitchell’s “Mami-
wata,” for solo marimba,
references an array of
African songs. Kyong Mee
Choi’s “Resilience” features
two voices with harp. And
Regina Harris Baiocchi’s
“Sometimes I Hear Voices”
unfolds as a gospel suite for
singers and piano. The
evening, which also will
include works remember-
ing musician Ann E. Ward
and writer Ted Shen, will
culminate with performers
and audience members
joining forces in “Lift Ev’ry
Voice and Sing.” The event
has been organized by
6Degrees Composers,
which Baiocchi founded in
2010 “to inspire and pro-
mote music by women of
many different traditions,”

according to the company.
7 p.m. Monday at Grace
Place Episcopal Church,
637 S. Dearborn St.; free;
773-510-5448 or 312-922-
1426 or gracechicago.org.

Mike Reed

It would be difficult to
chronicle everything that
drummer-clubowner-
impresario Mike Reed
does for music in Chicago,
but many of his most
valuable contributions
occur onstage. His widely
admired ensemble People,
Places & Things has toured
the world widely but has
been absent from our
clubs and concert halls
for the past two years.
Reed addresses that void
with this performance, in
which he’ll be joined by
saxophonists Greg Ward
and Tim Haldeman, and
bassist Jason Roebke.

8:30 p.m. Friday at
Constellation, 3111

N. Western Ave.; $15;
constellation-chicago.com

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Mike Reed leads his ensemble at the 41st annual Chicago Jazz Fest at Pritzker Pavilion in 2019.

Winter
Chamber Music

Northwestern Universi-
ty’s Winter Chamber
Music Festival continues
with the Aizuri Quartet,
which stands at the fore-
front of commissioning
and performing contem-
porary music for an age-
old format. Its eclectic
program will include
Conlon Nancarrow’s
String Quartet No. 3, ar-
rangements of music by
Hildegard von Bingen and
Carlo Gesualdo, as well as
Haydn’s String Quartet in
B Minor, Op. 64, No. 2, and
Beethoven’s String Quar-
tet No. 14 in C-Sharp Mi-
nor, Op. 131. 7:30 p.m.
Friday. The festival contin-
ues with the Dudok Quar-
tet Amsterdam, which will
perform Haydn’s Quartet
in C Major, Op. 20, No. 2;
music of Messiaen and
Rameau; and Ravel’s
String Quartet in F Major;
7:30 p.m. Sunday. Pick-
Staiger Concert Hall, 50

Arts Circle Drive, Evanston;
$30 general; $10 students;
847-467-4000 or
music.northwestern.edu

Ba(SH)
celebration

Chicago drummer Clark
Sommers made impact in
2013 with the debut re-
cording of his band’s
eponymous recording,
“Ba(SH),” featuring fellow
Chicagoans Geof Bradfield
playing reeds and Dana
Hall on drums. In March,
the band will release its
followup, “Peninsula,”
featuring Sommers’ origi-
nal compositions. Here’s
an early chance to hear this
music. 9 p.m. Friday and
8 p.m. Saturday at the
Green Mill Jazz Club, 4802
N. Broadway; 773-878-5552
or www.greenmilljazz.com.

Howard Reich is a Tribune
critic.

hreich@

chicagotribune.com
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Tremendous change

LAUREN WARNECKE
Dance Card

Change is the status quo for
Links Hall, the anything-goes
dance and performance art venue
founded in 1978 when a group of
dance artists — Bob Eisen, Carol
Bobrow and Charles “Charlie”
Vernon — needed space to hold
improvisation jams and present
their choreography.

For 35 years, Links Hall was
contained in a rinky dink space
above a Wrigleyville bar at the
junction of Clark, Newport and
Sheffield. They called it Link’s
Hall after the sign on the build-
ing’s facade, “Link’s Hall,” so-
named for the dentist who owned
the building.

In more recent years, the
scrappy dance venue has seen a
period of tremendous change,
spearheaded in large part by
director Roell Schmidt. Links
Hall moved from the heart of
Lakeview to its outskirts, devel-
oping a partnership with music
presenter Mike Reed’s listening
room, Constellation. Together,
Links Hall and Constellation
transformed the shuttered
Viaduct Theatre on Western
Avenue, moving in just as the city
began construction tearing down
the street’s overpass.

“Other, larger efforts to provide
dance and performance art have
largely come and gone,” Tribune
critic Sid Smith wrote in 1994.
“Link’s Hall, largely unsung,
survives” In 2020, these words
still hold up.

“The whole landscape of the
dance world in Chicago is much
different;” Eisen said in a recent
phone interview from New York.
“(Links) was folksy for a long
time with me, and Charlie, and
Carol”

In addition to choreographing,
Vernon was the first to pen dance
reviews at the Chicago Reader.
He left Links Hall in 1983 to pur-
sue a career in real estate, but
remained involved as a board
member, supporter and audience
member. Last year, he wrote an
essay in tribute to the 40th anni-
versary of the place he helped
create. Vernon died Dec. 20, 2019,
at age 66.

On Vernon’s impact, Jenai
Cutcher, director of the Chicago
Dance History Project, said:
“Charlie Vernon, with his foun-
ding partners at Links Hall, cre-
ated a venue and a spirit that
substantially guides today’s flour-
ishing independent Chicago
dance scene””

“Charlie was, indeed, a major
player in the Chicago dance
world, even before Links Hall,”
Eisen said. “It’s really hard to
imagine Charlie not in the world.
His presence was rather big; he
knew how to take up space.”

The core of Links Hall as a
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Links Hall, a dance survivor in
Chicago, is put to the test with
loss of founder, turnover in staff
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Stephanie Pacheco, executive director of Links Hall, relaxes by the bar between her nonprofit dance space and the Constellation music venue.

studio space and rental venue for
self-producing dance and per-
formance artists remains, howev-
er the last decade has seen a
tremendous uptick in the number
of shows, the audience experi-
ence — the “new Links” space
came with a lobby bar, fewer
plumbing problems, easier park-
ing and, the piece de resistance,
air conditioning — and the or-
ganizational capacity to commis-
sion and present larger, more
ambitious works. Links’ flagship
residency program called Co-
Missions, developed in 2017 by
associate director Anna Trier,
evolved from the decades-old
LinkUp residency. And Links Hall
is now part of the National Per-
formance Network and has facili-
tated artist touring, and national
and international artistic ex-
changes.

“For whatever reason, Links
Hall kept on keeping on,” Eisen
said. “There’s no explaining some
of that. We didn’t have any more
funding than some of the other
places. ... it just kept going”

As of last summer, after an
exhausting season which fully
subsidized dozens of perform-
ances as part of a yearlong 40th
anniversary celebration, Schmidt
was gone. So was Trier, and the
rest of the staff — Felicia Holman
and Brett Swinney — too. Board
president Paul Teruel stepped in
as interim director, and a nation-
wide search brought Stephanie
Pacheco as Links Hall’s newest
leader in August.

“It’s a new everything, in some
ways, and in some ways it’s the

same old Links.” Pacheco said in
an interview. “It’s interesting to
hold space for those two realities
at the same time””

Pacheco is a career adminis-
trator, unlike the working artists
who founded the place, and spent
a decade at the Hopkins Center
for the Arts at Dartmouth College
before accepting the job at Links
Hall. Before Dartmouth, she
worked in Brooklyn and New
York City, with a brief period as
an arts management fellow at the
Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts in Washington.

“I became a stage manager as
soon as I knew that job existed,”
she said. “My career sprouted out
from there into producing. I like
to be a convener, and to build
partnerships and make connec-
tions between artists, communi-
ties and organizations.”

Ttching to get back to a large
city, Pacheco targeted her search
on Chicago.

“The energy of the Chicago
arts and culture community was
always really appealing,” Pacheco
said. “I think Chicago has the best
of the small town and the best of
the big city, and it has a gorgeous
artistic tradition and legacy.”

Arriving at Links Hall,
Pacheco’s first steps were to as-
sess immediate needs and put
temporary staff in place to ensure
operations could continue.
Aaliyah Christina, Keisha Janae
and Kelly Anderson have filled in
in the office, and Giau Truong has
kept things going in production.
Truong was recently appointed as
production manager, a permanent

part-time position at the venue.
“We’ve had some amazing folks
who have been part of the Links
family for a long time really step
up, even before I walked in the
door, to say: What do you need?
How can we help? What can we
do? Let’s just roll up our sleeves,”
Pacheco said. “This community is
so deeply committed to Links that
I never once felt like I was walk-
ing into an empty office or an
empty organization.”

Pacheco’s vision tracks with
the forward progress Links Hall
was making in becoming a more
inclusive space that wholly em-
braces the artistic diversity of
Chicago, which last year included
atrack record of half the shows
created by artists of color. “If
Links is here to support the cre-
ative community of Chicago, then
that means the entire creative
community, and it’s important
that the work that’s being done in
these studios really reflects the
gorgeous diversity that is Chi-
cago,” she said. “We’re a hub for
the creative community, we’re an
incubator of new work, and in-
creasingly, we’ve become this
commissioner of artists of color.
We're all still committed to con-
tinuing that work.”

What that means in terms of
programming is still an ongoing
question, and Links Hall’s offer-
ings have been scaled back signifi-
cantly as the organization re-
groups. “This current iteration of
the staff has been here five
months,” Pacheco said, “and a lot
of what we’ve been doing is, let’s
just make sure the show goes on. I

feel very grateful that we’ve been
able to do that”

Ongoing series such as the
puppet cabaret Nasty, Brutish and
Short and Poonie’s Cabaret will
continue on a revolving basis.
Running Feb. 7-9, musician Tatsu
Aoki and puppeteer Myra Su
team up for “String of Echoes,” an
original story about a young boy’s
journey on the high seas which
incorporates digital and analog
puppetry techniques set to live
experimental music.

The current cohort of six-
month Co-Missions fellows just
started working. The current
round includes Darling Shear and
Chloe Johnston, who’s exploring
artificial intelligence and video
games. “It comes from this per-
sonal experience she had in her
life many years ago, voicing a
fictional video game character
that became wildly popular;”
Pacheco said. “As a theater artist,
she’s looking at this line between
art and reality.” Shear’s project
examines the Beat Generation,
and its impact on movement,
fashion and poetry. Their work
will be presented in-progress in
March and fully produced for a
two-week run in June.

And, of course, one night in
May is reserved for a perform-
ance by Bob Eisen, who still
dances at age 73 and returns
periodically to give shows in the
space he, Carol and Charlie made.

Lauren Warnecke is a freelance
critic.

laurenwarnecke@gmail.com

Cats

Continued from Page 1

Galaxy, who has a Friday night
show at the Genesee Theatre in
Waukegan, also discussed rival
cat lover Taylor Swift, the one
thing you should never say to
him, and why cats are the zen
masters of love.

The following is an edited
transcript of that conversation:

Q: What’s your show like?

A:1 can tell you what it’s not.
People are expecting me to just
get up there and speak about
cats, and that’s the last thing it is.
It’s a show, it’s me doing a lot of
the stuff I've been wanting to do
for so long. It’s entertainment, it’s
alot of graphics and cartoons
and puppetry, and me playing
music. A lot of it is improvised,
there’s audience participation.

Q: You started off wanting
to be a musician, and there’s an
element of rock stardom to
(your career). You go out there
to screaming crowds, people
love you. Youw’re kind of doing
it anyway.

A:Honestly, the first time I
stepped foot in front of one of
these audiences, I thought,
“Well, now, isn’t this perfect?” It
makes sense now that it would
happen with cats, because it’s
just so much more satisfying
than it was when I was out there
making a living playing music.
T’ve got a higher purpose now

Q: I imagine that when you
go to airports and Starbucks,
yow've got people asking you
questions about their cats, just
like a doctor (at a cocktail
party) being asked to give
diagnoses.

comes to love.”

“If there was one thing
cats don’t understand
about humans and hu-
mans don’t understand
about cats, it’s how
they love. Cats are not
attached to storylines.
They’re not attached to
anything that doesn't
happen in moments.
They are in essence the
zen masters when it

A: Yeah, exactly. On line at the
bank or the supermarket, in doc-
tor’s offices, it doesn’t matter
where I am, but that’s the point of
the show and the books, is being
able to give somebody a book and
say, “Here you go.”

Q: Is that what you do?

A: Usually I wind up saying, “I
talk about that in the book.” T
can’t really answer questions that
are incredibly personal, anyway.
What I do on the show is how I
work. I need to meet the cat, in
their territory. The book is usually
the best way around that. Even
when I do Q&As during the show,
1 start by saying, “If this question

starts with, ‘I have a cat who ...’
don’t bother. I have to come to
your house.”

Q: One of the first questions
you usually get asked is, “Do
your cats travel with you?”
Why would they travel with
you? That sounds awful.

A:1know. My cats would never
forgive me.

Q: But look at Taylor Swift,
who takes her cats every-
where: backstage, on planes.
Do you find that cats generally
mind that kind of thing?

A: Taylor started doing that
when they were small kittens. I

ANDREW MARTTILA
Cat behavioralist Jackson Galaxy has a Friday night show at the Genesee Theatre in Waukegan.

think you can be okay with that,
(but) there are cats, just like peo-
ple, who are genetically
programmed not to want to do
certain things, and that needs to
be respected. I'm sure she’s a
sensitive enough person that if
her cats were miserable, she
would leave them home. But she
flies private, she has a whole crew
of people to take care of these
cats, so they’re probably pretty
spoiled, and that’s how it should
be.

Q: Yow’re always asked what
people should understand
about cats, but what would you
want cats to know about us, if

When: 8 p.m. Friday

Where: Genesee Theatre, 203 N.
Genesee St., Waukegan, IL

Tickets: $34.50-$59.50; 800-
745-3000 or www.ticketmaster-
.com

you could communicate with
them and tell them anything?

A: If there was one thing cats
don’t understand about humans
and humans don’t understand
about cats, it’s how they love.
Cats are not attached to story-
lines. They’re not attached to
anything that doesn’t happen in
moments. They are in essence
the zen masters when it comes to
love. Humans are very attached
to stories, and who we love, we
love with a sense of ownership.
Cats don’t get that. We get in-
sulted if we’re in the middle of a
loving petting session with our
cats, and the cat sees something
else and walks away. We’re like,
“Are you kidding me right now?”
That’s an insult.

Q: If your own cats at home
aren’t getting along, do you see
that as a personal failure?

A:You know, yeah. I don’t
expect a whole house full of
kumbaya. I have eight cats and
three dogs, and if there isn’t a
little something happening every
day, it wouldn’t be normal. ... But
when it’s something that is
deeply ingrained, I can’t help but
see it as a failure on my part. I
think my wife and I both think
that, and take it personally. We
spend our lives in pursuit of the
happiness of cats, and if they’re
not happy, then we’re not happy.

Allison Stewart is a freelance
writer.

ct-arts@chicagotribune.com
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WEEKEND DINING

JUST OPENED

The Grail Cafe is open in the South Loop, serving up light dishes, coffee and pastries.

‘Where goodness can be found’

BY GRACE WONG

After years of working and
living in the South Loop,
Sheldrick Holmes and Steven
Cook have opened The Grail
Cafe, a restaurant where the
dishes are light, coffee is fresh
and pastries are plentiful.

“T’'ve always had a love for
food,” Holmes said. “I’'m hum-
bled and honored to serve peo-
ple food. It’s one of the greatest
gifts and responsibilities to do
that: giving something that
someone puts in their body to
live and nurture them.”

Holmes spent the past four
years in culinary school, at the
Four Seasons hotel and at Dietz
& Watson, where he helped
with menu development and
culinary training. He and Cook
had often talked about opening
their own cafe one day.

The menu is “uncomplicated
with a little bit of surprise,”
Holmes said. He’s generously
utilizing herbs, and many ingre-
dients show up in more than
one dish.

For breakfast, there’s a farro
risotto with Greek yogurt, gran-
ola, apple-apricot chutney,
honeycomb and mint served
with a ginger biscotti, and a

The Grail Cafe serves toasts like this rustic orchard toast topped
with marscarpone cheese, apple thyme and cranberry compote.

number of toasts from 3D Bak-
ing served with jam and butter.
Grab a pastry from PHlour to
pair with coffee from Hexe

Coffee Co. or get nostalgic with
the grilled peanut-and-jam
sandwich on challah for lunch.

Although the chickpea

chicken couscous salad has been
very popular among guests,
Holmes’ favorite salad is the
The Golden Halo, made with
kale, golden lentils, quinoa,
golden raisins, red pepper, Per-
sian cucumber and pepitas, and
dressed with a fennel vinai-
grette. He also recommends the
rosemary ham and Emmental
sandwich, with a fig-apple
spread, arugula and a dill dress-
ing on ciabatta.

For dinner, choose from one
of three papillotes — vegetables
and proteins cooked in parch-
ment paper that’s opened up
tableside — or go for something
smaller, like a crudite or cheese
board, to pair with a glass of
French wine or local beer.

“The Grail Cafe is a place
where goodness can be found,
meaning that when you come in
we hope that you get a good
experience,” Holmes said.
“When you leave, you have been
filled up with a little goodness
from good food, good service
and good conversation. When
you walk out those doors, you
can spread a little of that good-
ness throughout your day.”

715 S. Dearborn St., 312-756-8977,
thegrailcafe.com

STEVEN COOK PHOTOS
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“Chewing” podcast hosts Monica
Eng, left, and Louisa Chu.

EAT

Journalists Monica Eng of WBEZ
and the Tribune’s own Louisa
Chu — also hosts of the “Chew-
ing” food podcast — will appear at
alive discussion titled Legacy and
Legitimacy of Chinese Food in
America. In an event hosted by
Culinary Historians of Chicago,
the two will discuss their own
experiences with their families’
respective Chinese restaurants in
Chicago, as well as debate their
differing opinions regarding the
talk’s title topic. Free. 10 a.m.-noon
Saturday, Bethany Retirement
Community, 4950 N. Ashland Ave.

JOSH NOEL
On Tour Brewing in West Town

DRINK

What’s brunch without some
decent beverages? On Tour Brew-
ing offers up its bright, spacious
taproom for a morning brunch,
with food courtesy of 5411 Empa-
nadas. Grab yourself a pint or
something non-alcoholic, along
with a pocket full of goodness, for
amidmorning treat. It’s a lot
more casual than a two-hour
Saturday morning brunch wait.
Noon-3 p.m. Saturday, On Tour
Brewing Co., 1725 W. Hubbard St.

WHERE TO EAT NOW

Restaurant reviews and profiles
from Tribune food critic Phil Vet-
tel, staff reporters and freelance
writers. Reviewers make every
effort to remain anonymous. Meals
are paid for by the Tribune.

Omakase Takeya Dining at this
hidden treasure is like visiting a
speak-easy; you enter Ramen
Takeya and take a perilous-look-
ing flight of stairs down to a
pretty, seven-seat basement bar
(reservations are required). Sea-
sonality and market availability
greatly influence in your experi-
ence, but chances are good that
Tokyo-trained chef Hiromichi
Sasaki will offer a tuna progres-
sion, from bright-red akami to
otoro, glazed ever so slightly with
soy. Open: Dinner Tuesday-Sat-
urday. 16-course tasting menu
$130; optional courses $6-$12. 819
W. Fulton Market, 312-666-7710. —
Phil Vettel

Omakase Yume After logging
time at two of Chicago’s best
Japanese restaurants (Japonais,
Mirai), Sangtae Park opened a
so-small-you-could-miss-it spot
in the West Loop that offers qual-
ity, complexity and innovation at
an irresistible price. The dining
room is pretty and minimalist,
with an L-shaped bar that accom-
modates eight guests (seats are
available by reservation only).
One might expect an omakase to
start slowly, with simple tastes
teasing of the complexity to
come; Park, however, has differ-
ent ideas, offering opening
courses that tell the guests:
Buckle in. Open: Dinner Tuesday-
Saturday. 15- to 17-course tasting
menu $125. 651 W. Washington
Blvd., 312-265-1610. — Phil Vettel

Pacific Standard Time PST
was one of the most eagerly antic-
ipated openings of 2018, largely
because of its impressive pedi-
gree: Chef Erling Wu-Bower
delighted palates as chef at Nico
Osteria, and Joshua Tilden, who
was former director of strategic
operations at One Off Hospitality.
California cuisine inform Wu-
Bower’s vision; what helps him

execute that vision are twin
wood-burning hearth ovens,
which produce one delight after
another. The duck is destined for
stardom, an abundance of sliced
breast meat with pickled vegeta-
bles. Adding to the fun are dip-
ping sauces of seasoned yogurt
and muhammara, a pepper and
walnut spread, and wonderful
pita. Open: Dinner daily, brunch
Sunday. Prices: Entrees $20-$35.
141 W. Erie St., 312-736-1778. — Phil
Vettel

Passerotto Cute as a button and
loaded with charm, Passerotto
serves up “fun Korean fare” with
a smidgen of Italian from chef-
owner Jennifer Kim. The dining
room cozily seats 42, and intact
are the worn brick walls, tiled
floor and pressed-tin ceiling.
Well-composed small plates are
consistently interesting, ap-
proachable with a touch of the
unexpected. Prices are low
enough to encourage multiple
tastes. And the large plates are
family-style platters that add a
communal element to dining.
Kim does nice work with raw
fish, seasoning them sparingly
and highlighting their pristine
flavor. Star large plates include
traditional kalbi. Open: Dinner
Tuesday-Saturday. Prices: Small
plates $9-$16; shared entrees
$32-$38.5420 N. Clark St., 708-
607-2102. — Phil Vettel

Phodega Pho fanatics in Chicago
know that most of the city’s best
pho comes from a small stretch of
Argyle Street in Uptown, where
dozens of Vietnamese restaurants
crowd around the Red Line sta-
tion. Ordering the dish from a
restaurant south of that street
almost always ends in disappoint-
ment. Phodega in Wicker Park
changes all that. It’s competing
admirably with the Argyle crew
and, most important, crushing the
nearby competition. Phodega’s
menu is blissfully simple. The pho
is made from scratch, and you can
tell. Each sip of the beef-based
pho bo is deeply meaty and com-
forting, but also clean and un-
fussy. This isn’t some chef-y take

ABEL URIBE/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Robert’s Pizza & Dough Co. After self-taught pizzaiolo Robert Gar-
vey’s first restaurant, Robert’s Pizza Co., closed in 2017, he and his wife,
Dana Hokin, are back with Robert’s Pizza & Dough Co., in a space
overlooking the River East Art Center promenade and Ogden Slip.
Garvey’s crust combines a thin, charcoaled base that cracks when
folded, with a blistered heel that reminds me of a French baguette. To
that exceptional crust, Garvey adds winning topping combinations,
including a shellfish-loaded seafood pizza (shrimp, clams, calamari)
and duck prosciutto with Calabrian peppers. Garvey also has a chef de
cuisine, Michael Luth, who has improved the pizzeria’s side offerings
tremendously. He contributed a giardiniera to Garvey’s classic veal-
beef meatballs, moving the dish from respectable to memorable, and
the arancini, made with mushroom risotto, is boosted with arrabbiata
sauce. Open: Dinner Tuesday-Sunday, lunch Friday-Sunday. Prices:
Pizzas $18-$25. 465 N. McClurg Court, 312-265-1328. — Phil Vettel

on pho; instead, it’s a straightfor-
ward version of the classic, which
nonetheless still requires hours of
simmering to make the broth.
Each bowl comes loaded with
bouncy meatballs and thin slices
of brisket and rib-eye, along with
crunchy beans sprouts, a few lime
wedges and aromatic basil and
cilantro. The other main entree
option is Hainan-style chicken
rice. Each order consists of un-
sauced sliced chicken set on a pile
of white rice with a bowl of broth.
But the dish has much more
going on than you might think.
The chicken is poached in a liquid
with lots of aromatic ginger and
scallions, while the rice is sauteed
with chicken fat and cooked with
some of the poaching liquid. That
makes each bite taste extra meaty
and complex. Open: 11 a.m.-8
p.m., Tuesday-Sunday. Prices:
$3.50 appetizers, $10 to $13 en-

trees. 1547 N. Ashland Ave., 773-
687-8187. — Nick Kindelsperger

Pizzeria Portofino Lettuce
Entertain You’s latest pizzeria has
been wildly successful. Every-
thing about the place is pleasant,
really. The open-air interior is
done in stone and natural wood
and includes an artificial arbor at
ceiling height. There isn’t an
unattractive view anywhere. The
pies have thin, light and crispy
crusts, and the heels, aggressively
charred by the wood grill, deliver
a satisfying chew. Pies to try in-
clude the charred pepperoni,
which has a lively but not over-
bearing spice presence, and the
Pugliese with fennel sausage,
rapini and pecorino. But the best
thin-crust creation might not be a
pizza at all; the foccacia, a Liguri-
an-style creation of super-light
dough stuffed with stracchino

cheese is an addictive creation,
suitable as a shareable snack. For
those who don’t dine on pizza
alone, Pizzeria Portofino has
plenty of pleasant distractions.
Spicy tuna bruschetta is a nice
appetizer mashup, and the water-
melon and feta salad, bolstered by
red onion, grape tomatoes and
torn basil, is a refreshing starter.
Pastas, in half and whole portions,
include classic cacio e pepe, albeit
one with a four-peppercorn
blend, and trofie noodles with
pesto. Spot-on service is a big
plus, and the beverage program
offers interesting cocktails and
spritzes, and an all-Ttalian treas-
ure-filled wine list by Richard
Hanauer. Open: Lunch and din-
ner daily; brunch weekends.
Prices: Pizzas and pastas $15-$22.
317 N. Clark St., 312-900-9018. —
Phil Vettel

Portsmith The Dana Hotel in
River North has been home to a
few shrug-worthy restaurants
over the years, but in Portsmith, a
restaurant operated by the
Fifty/50 group, the Dana has a
restaurant worthy of attention.
New England native Nate
Henssler offers seafood dishes
that are thoughtful and delicious,
skirting the usual clichés; there’s
no lobster roll on the menu, for
instance, but there’s a crabmeat-
stuffed bao with herbed mayo.
Pastry chef Chris Teixeira follows
the fishy theme with desserts
inspired by coastal cities world-
wide, and a bread program that
offers nori ciabatta and bonito-
flake sourdough. Breakfast, lunch,
dinner daily. Entrees $29-$62. 660
N. State St., 312-202-6050. — Phil
Vettel

Prime & Provisions This steak-
house ages and cuts its Black
Angus steaks in-house and aug-
ments its excellent beef with
impressive side dishes and appe-
tizers (the thick-cut bacon and
the crab-lobster cake in particu-
lar). The star dessert is the “table-
side s’'mores,” Amy Arnold’s
smoking (literally) take on a
campfire classic. Open: Dinner
daily, lunch Monday-Friday.
Prices: Entrees $29-$72. 222 N.
LaSalle St., 312-726-7777. — Phil
Vettel
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THE THEATER LOOP

By CHRIS JONES

*

Children’s theater isn’t easy to run

The news went out qui-
etly the Friday before
Christmas, late in the after-
noon: Emerald City Thea-
tre, one of Chicago’s best-
known children’s theaters,
had run out of money and
was going out of business.

Upcoming productions
were canceled, the phones
were not answered and
parents who had prepaid
for its popular summer
theater camp were told that
any decisions about refunds
would only be made “after
the holidays”

As of Jan. 14, parents
such as Korey Huyler of
Lakeview were still out
more than $650, the cost of
next summer’s “Addams
Family Performance
Camp” for her daughter.
Huyler (who works in
marketing for a unit of
Tribune Publishing, which
publishes this newspaper)
said her most recent com-
munication from a “patron
services manager” had said:
“We shall be make (sic)
every best effort to issue
refunds as funds allow and
will follow up on more
communication in late
January”

So what went wrong at
Emerald City?

Interviews with those
involved point to a combi-
nation of space issues,
lingering debt, program-
ming difficulties, growing
too quickly without a cohe-
sive plan, a competitive
market in Chicago, found-
ers unwilling to fully em-
power their successors and
the problems endemic to all
children’s theaters: the
difficulty of selling tickets
at a price that actually
Ccovers costs.

AUSTIN D. OLIE PHOTO

Tia Pinson and Jean Claudio in Emerald City Theatre’s recent holiday run of “Corduroy” at Broadway Playhouse in Chicago.

The collapse of Emerald
City was especially surpris-
ing, though, since the thea-
ter had announced a major
gift of $500,000 in 2017.
The money, a formidable
amount for a non-Equity
theater with an annual
budget only of about $2
million, was presented by
Nina Gonzalez and David
May, members of the board
of directors of the closing
North Avenue Day Nursery.

Former co-founder and
executive director Karen
Cardarelli now a program
officer at the Illinois Arts
Council after leaving Emer-
ald City in October, just a

few weeks before the an-
nouncement, declined to
answer specific questions
about Emerald City’s de-
mise, pointing instead to a
lengthy statement she had
posted to Facebook in De-
cember. The statement
praised the company’s
artists, staffers and board
members, thanked its audi-
ences and recounted its
achievements and influ-
ence on the lives of Chi-
cago-area children since its
founding in 1996.

“Upon the announce-
ment of Emerald City The-
atre’s closure, I was men-
tally prepared to be sad

these past days,” Cardarelli
wrote. “But I am finding
feelings of gratitude and
pride far outweigh my
sadness.”

“To be frank,” said the
board chair Heike Spahn,
“the decision to close came
because the board was
uncomfortable taking on
any additional debt without
aviable understanding of
how that debt would be
paid off”

Spahn said the systemic
problem at Emerald City
was, in essence, a lack of
revenue.

“The model didn’t really
work without a lot of con-

tributed income,” she said.
“Our mission was to remain
affordable for families and
that meant we were unable
to charge ticket prices that
covered all our costs, espe-
cially since we were com-
mitted to paying our staff
members and artists at least
minimum wage.”

Spahn said the annual
show produced downtown
at the Broadway Playhouse,
in partnership with Broad-
way in Chicago, generally
broke even but that other
productions had begun to
lose large sums of money.

One issue the theater
faced, she said, was that

most of its shows were
aimed at young children. So
once kids reached about 10,
they “aged out” of the con-
tent, meaning that their
potential donor parents
also likely lost interest.

This made it harder to
raise money than, say, an
adult theater, which can
coax supporters over a
much longer time frame
than a handful of early-
childhood years.

The solution to that, says
Ernie Nolan, a former
artistic director at Emerald
City who now runs the
highly successful Nashville
Children’s Theatre, is to
focus on schools.

“Eighty percent of my
audience in Nashville is
school groups,” he said in a
recent interview. “And if
schools are not interested
in a show, then I know I
have a problem.”

But in Chicago, Emerald
City tended to target indi-
vidual families, partly be-
cause it faced steep compe-
tition for school audiences
from other children’s thea-
ter companies.

Spahn allowed that the
theater, in hindsight, prob-
ably had grown too quickly,
given that it “lacked a run-
way” to raise the contrib-
utions it needed to support
its coterie of staffers and
mostly young artists.

“There will be a huge
void,” she said.

Of course, there also is a
hole in some parents’ sum-
mer budgets that has yet to
be plugged.

Chris Jonesisa
Tribune critic.
cjones5@chicago
tribune.com

CHRIS JONES
RECOMMENDS

“Always ... Patsy Cline”

* ok k

By many accounts, singer
Patsy Cline was as nice a
person as she was a suc-
cessful crossover artist. So
there is something apropos
about “Always ... Patsy
Cline,” the simple bio-
graphical revue by Ted
Swindley that’s now being
revived by the Firebrand
Theatre Company in an
intimate setting at the Den
Theatre. Unlike many
overblown jukebox shows,
this one dispenses with the
ubiquitous record company
suits and needs just two
performers: one to play
Patsy Cline and the other to
essay the role of a real-life
fan who becomes her pal.
This work is sincere, rich,
heartfelt and, well, an ideal
gift for anybody who loves
these songs. Through Jan.
25 at the Den Theatre, 1333
N. Milwaukee Ave.; $40-50
at www.firebrandtheatre.org

“Beauty and the Beast”
*kk 1/,

You really have to see direc-
tor Amber Mak’s spectacu-
lar new production of Dis-
ney’s “Beauty and the
Beast” with the mindset
that this homegrown Pa-
ramount musical is giving
families just what they
desire for the holidays, a big
night out. It’s nothing reve-
latory, but I was sur-
rounded by young theater-
goers whose mouths fell
open at Jeffrey D. Kmiec’s
fairytale set design. This is
far and away the best local
staging of “Beauty and the
Beast” to date, thanks also
to be some very experi-
enced artists in its cast. It is
beautifully sung, and Beth
Stafford Laird is all-in as
Belle, all night long.
Through Jan. 19 at the Pa-
ramount Theatre, 23 E.
Galena Blvd., Aurora; $36-
$77 at 630-896-6666 and
www.paramountaurora.com

“Blue Man Group”

*kk

“Blue Man Group” has
been playing at Briar Street
since 1997, a remarkable run
of 20-plus years. The Blue
Men still chomp marshmal-
lows, bang drums and paint
up audience members —
but this remains a fine
gateway for the young into
the arts. If you've never had

the pleasure, go. Open run
at the Briar Street Theatre,
3133 N. Halsted St.; $49-$69
at wwwi.ticketmaster.com

“Do You Believe

in Madness?” %% %
Tired of Brexit? The Sec-
ond City’s 108th mainstage
revue brings you Flexit, a
divorce plan for Florida.
See ya! You certainly sense
that the young, activist cast
of “Do You Believe in Mad-
ness?” would be happy to
live in a world apart from
the Sunshine State. And
from Republicans. In one
joyous hoedown, the name
of every exiting member of
the Trump administration
isread out. There are a lot
of names. These fresh-
faced cast members will
only improve with experi-
ence, so keep an eye on
Andrew Knox, the anchor
of the show and a guy with
alovely shirt from UN-
TUCKit. Open run on the
Second City mainstage, 1616
N. Wells St.; $31-$108 at
312-337-3992 and www.
secondcity.com

“Grinning From Fear

to Fear” k%% Y/,

Despite the title — or may-
be because of the title —
there’s a real warmth to
“Grinning From Fear to
Fear,” the revue from Sec-
ond City’s e.t.c. company
and director Anneliese
Toft. This show is both
funny and forgiving, under-
standing the delicate art of
optimistic comedy and the
political power of empathy.
Open run at Second City
e.t.c. Stage, 1608 N. Wells St.
in Piper’s Alley; $21-$58 at
312-337-3992 and www.
secondcity.com

“l Am Not a Comedian...
I’m Lenny Bruce”

kK 1/,

The comedian Lenny
Bruce once wisely ob-
served, “the truth is what is,
and what should be is a
fantasy.” Good advice. The
truth of Bruce, of course, is
that he was found naked
and dead on a bathroom
floor in1966. In Ronnie
Marmo’s unconventional
solo show, Bruce’s undigni-
fied demise is the uncen-
sored start of the evening
and has the effect of turn-
ing Bruce into a sacrificial
figure. Marmo and his

“Pure Lies” k%

PROVIDED BY CHICAGO MAGIC LOUNGE
Magician Trent James presents “Pure Lies” at Chicago Magic Lounge.

HOT TICKET

In the space of barely an hour at the Chicago Magic Lounge, Trent James does card tricks,
quick-changes and shadow puppetry. He holds a seance. He reads a couple of minds. He
makes a flute disappear. He does all of this at the age of 22. “Pure Lies,” as James calls his
act (anod to his youth?), is a very impressive show from a smart and gifted Chicago magi-
cian, nicely straggling old schools and new — impressive for its panache as well as for its
packed contents. James quickly has figure out how to do a whole lot of things that people
spend lifetimes mastering. Wednesdays through March 25 at the Chicago Magic Lounge,
5050 N. Clark St.; $35-$45 at 312-366-4500 or www.chicagomagiclounge.com

celebrity director Joe Man-
tegna clearly are arguing
here that without Bruce’s
work, and the charges
against him of obscenity,
there would be no Richard
Pryor. But Marmo’s great
achievement is his ability to
replicate not just Bruce’s
essential vulnerability but
his furious mind, forever
fated to rail about the lack
of intellectual honesty in
America. Through Feb. 16 at
the Royal George Cabaret
Theatre, 1641 N. Halsted St.;
$69-$79 at 312-988-9000
and lennybruceonstage.com

“Love, Chaos and Dinner”
*kk 1/,

Teatro ZinZanni’s “Love,
Chaos and Dinner” delivers
an approachable, PG-13
rated Big Loop Night Out in
the heart of Chicago’s thea-
ter district. You eat a bit,
talk a bit, watch some cir-
cus acts up-close. The cast
has changed since the show
first opened; in Version 2.0,
a much tighter show, the
grand drag artist Kevin

Kent is its new emcee. A
Seattle ZinZanni veteran,
Kent excels at winning over
those Friday night crowds
of worn-out bankers and
frazzled teachers. He
knows that in moments of
spontaneous interaction,
job one is to listen. He’s
reason enough to return for
a second visit. Open run at
the Cambria Hotel, 32 W.
Randolph St.; $119-$184
(includes dinner) at 312-
488-0900 and www.
zinzanni.com

“Mary Poppins”
ook K

You can’t do a decent
“Mary Poppins” without a
tip-top chief nanny and
Drury Lane has found an
immaculate lead in Emilie
Lynn. She not only sings
the role as well as you will
ever hear, she excels as the
complicated role of family
therapist and dances, as
Mary must, on the edge of
Eros with Bert (James T.
Lane). Not everything
works in director Marcia

Milgrom Dodge’s some-
times clunky production,
and be aware if you have
young kids that “Mary
Poppins” is a long musical.
But this is still a fine choice
for a family holiday outing.
Through Jan.19 at Drury
Lane Theatre, 100 Drury
Lane, Oakbrook Terrace;
$60-$75 at 800-530-0111 or
www.drurylanetheatre.com

“Mean Girls”

* ok k

Tina Fey’s “Mean Girls” is a
comic dissection of the
tribal doings in her lightly
fictional North Shore high
school and walks many of
the same streets as the
great John Hughes films.
But “Mean Girls,” first the
movie and now the musi-
cal, comes with a moral
message. Fey wanted to tell
girls not to pretend to fail
math to get a boy, to not sell
your insecure sisters down
the river for a seat among
the Plastics at lunch. And
when you first see the lead
performer in this new

touring cast, Danielle
Wade, youw'd swear the
casting directors were told
to find a young Fey type, as
close as possible to the real
thing. Wade also has a
fabulously supple voice and
a potent emotional pres-
ence — she actually sounds
alot like a young Jessie
Mueller, and that really
deepens the musical ele-
ment of this show. Through
Jan. 26 at the Nederlander
Theatre, 24 W. Randolph St.;
$30-$131.50 at 800-775-
2000 or www.broadway-
inchicago.com

“The Steadfast

Tin Soldier” %% %

The tin hero of this gor-
geous holiday show, back
for another season at Look-
ingglass Theatre, is tor-
mented by a big baby,
chased by a rat and inciner-
ated. Mary Zimmerman’s
adaptation of Hans Chris-
tian Andersen’s “The
Steadfast Tin Soldier” is
barely more than an hour
long and does not use a lick
of human speech. But this
is a major new work, with
the message that we don’t
die, we merely change
shape. It’s one holiday
experience you don’t want
to miss. Through Jan. 26 at
Lookingglass Theatre in the
Water Tower Water Works,
821 N. Michigan Ave.; $35-
$85 at 312-337-0665 or www.
lookingglasstheatre.org

“Working”

kK

“This is Howard, as far as
this train goes.” So sayeth
the CTA prophet at the top
of Theo Ubique’s new
production of “Working,”
the musical celebration of
Studs Terkel’s book about
everyday folks, from house-
wives to venture capitalists
to industrial cleaners. In
this show, directed by
Christopher Chase Carter,
“Working” is very much a
Chicago story. Carter has
put tables for his audience
all around the space with
different staging areas for
his working actors. Kier-
sten Frumkin does a lovely
job with “Just a House-
wife,” the most famous
song in the show, and T
especially liked Stephen
Blu Allen’s treatment of “A
Very Good Day;” written by
Lin-Manuel Miranda.
Through Jan. 26 at Theo
Ubique Cabaret Theatre, 721
Howard St., Evanston;
$42-$57 (dinner optional) at
www.theo-u.com
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“ROUSING ENTERTAINMENT.
A BIG PLAY WITH BIG IDEAS”

—Mail Tribune

By LISA LOOMER
DIRECTED BY VANESSA STALLING

Conceived in a pizza parlor and argued in the highest court of the land,
1973’s Roe v. Wade legalized abortion—and is still hotly debated today.
Fast-paced, humorous and stunning, Roe illuminates the young women behind
the trial, and the heart and passion that each side has for their cause.

STARTS TOMORROW

JANUARY 18 - FEBRUARY 23

THEATRE

312.443.3800 | GoodmanTheatre.org

GROUPS OF 10+ ONLY: 312.443.3820 G oo D M

WINSTON
WOMEN’'S BOARD ngELDIi#IBOEJH F CHENEY &STRA\X/E WBE291-5
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SMAILL CROSSOVER REPORT

Lexus NX300 AWD

2019/2020 Lexus NX300 AWD: Price: $50,063 as tested.
With a base price of $37,785, options included the $4,705
Luxury Package, which added 18-inch tires, rain-sensing
wipers, power tilt and telescope, heated and ventilated
front seats, and more; panoramic backup camera, $800;
Cold Weather Package, $100; Intuitive Parking Assist,
$535; power rear door with kick sensor, $500.

Conventional wisdom: Consumer Reports likes the
“handling agility, interior fit and finish.”

Marketer’s pitch: “The crossover, in its most visionary
form.”

What’s new: The NX was introduced in 2015 and
received a refresh in 2018. Mr. Driver’s Seat tested a 2019
model, which will be fairly unchanged for 2020, though
some new safety features and stereo updates have been

added.

Up to speed: The acceleration is quick, as the 2.0-liter
four creates 235 horses that rocket the small crossover to
60 in 6.9 seconds, according to Motor Trend. There’s also
plenty of powert for passing and other on-the-road fun
stuff.

Shifty: The 6-speed transmission helps the power along
easily enough. I mainly left it in automatic mode because
it worked so well, but shifting is not a problem. The lever
is a bit of a push, but the paddles work smoothly.

On the curves: The NX300 also delights on winding
country roads. It zips from turn to turn effortlessly, and
even roundabouts can be taken at warp speed. Sport
mode definitely helps with the fun, but even regular mode
is not bad at all.

Driver’s seat: The driving controls are easy to find, and
seating position in the leather seats is comfortable.

Friends and stuff: We piled tall Sturgis Kid 4.0 into the
backseat for a road trip and he found the room back there
to be generous. Legroom was fine behind the driver’s seat
and the front passenger seat. Headroom and foot room
are also ample.

* Cargo space is 16.8 cubic feet behind the rear seat, and
53.7 with the seats folded. The NX300 included a power
fold feature for $400.

Play some tunes: I do need to mention that the sound
from the stereo system delights. And, yes, volume and
tuning knobs do help the situation.

Night shift: The headlights sit just right and overhead
lights don’t interfere with vision.

The view: The small, angular side-view mirrors and small
rear windows make seeing what’s going on in the next
lane and behind a bit of a challenge.

Keeping warm and cool: My first day with the NX300
was a cool and rainy one, so I sat in the vehicle hunting
through the bevy of buttons protruding from the center
of the dash, which jutted out at me like 2 monkey face.
And I had a heck of time finding the defrost and such.

It became clearer that evening when everything was lit
up. In fact, I rarely find a nighttime dash to be that much
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Text us to schedule
your test drive:
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#200599 Msrp. $45,615"
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@ Pacifica

Tourmg #200729 MsRP: $36,630"

420888

+$2000 IN REBATES

SE #192732 msre: $28,930¢
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clearer than daytime.

Fuel economy: The Lexus averaged about 25 mpg in my

usual raucous driving, but it wants only the best fuel for
the job.

Where it’s built: Miyawaka, Japan.

How it’s built: Consumer Reports predicts a 5 out of 5
for reliability.

— Seott Sturgis, Philadelphia Inquirer

* HOURS:
ﬂ MON-FRI 9am-9pm ¢ SAT 9am-8pm
— Z EIGLER 208 W. Golf Road » SCHAUMBURG
CHRYSLER * DODGE * JEEP » RAM 847.383.0432
*FOR A GREAT EXPERIENCE!® ZeiglerCDJR.com

*Plus tax, title, license and doc. fee. ALease months/amount due at signing/miles per year plus tax, title, ||cense & doc. fee on select models to qualified buyers. Select leases may require acquisition fee. ‘20 Wrangler 39 mo/$4500/10K;
20 Compass Lamude 4x4 36 mo/$5000/10k; ‘20 Gladiator 36 mo/$5000/10k, must finance thru US Ban 19 RAM 1500 42 mo/$2499/10k, ‘20 Cherokee Latitude Plus 4x4 39 mo/$5000/10K, must finance thru Ally, 20 Grand Cherokee
Ltd., 42 mo/$5000/10K,. +MSRP may not be the price at which the vehicle is sold in the trade area. Sale prices include all rebates and incentives. Buyers must finance through Chrysler Credit Corp unless noted. 0% APR figured at
$13.88 (72 months) or $16.67 (60 months) or 17.48 1.9% (60 months) per $1000 financed to qualified buyers on select modiels. Dealer sponsored buy-downs on select vehicles. Photos for illustration purposes only. Great effort is made
to ensure accuracy of this ad, however, errors do occur. Offers/pricing may change per manufacturers. Please verify information with a customer service rep or visit the dealership. Al offers and pricing expire 3 days from publication.
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PROMISE
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*Plus tax, title, license and doc fee. ALease for 33 months w/$3,990 down, $0 security deposit plus tax, title and doc fee with approved credit. 10K miles per year. Extra fees may apply at lease termlnatron PIus tax, title, license, and doc. fee 10% for 72 months figured at
$13.89 per $1 000 financed w/$0 down to qualified buyers w/approved credit on select models. ~Lease loyalty available to qualified current Chevy owners on select models. MSRP may not be the price at which the vehicle is sold in the trade area. Photos for illustration
purposes only. Great effort is made to ensure accuracy of this ad, however, errors do occur.
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Offers/prices may change per manufacturer. Please verify information with a customer service rep or visit the dealership. All offers and pricing expire 3 days from publication.
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*Plus tax, title, license and doc fee. ALease for 39 months w/$3,990 down, $0 security deposit plus tax, title and doc fee with approved credit. 10K miles per year. Extra fees may F?Ig)ly atlease termination. Plus tax, title, license, and doc. fee. $0% for 72 months figured at
ISRP may not be the price at which the vehicle is Sold in the trade area. Photos for illustration
purposes only. Great effort is made to ensure accuracy of this ad, however, errors do occur. Offers/prices may change per manufacturer. Please verify information with a customer service rep or visit the dealership. All offers and pricing expire 3 days from publication.

$13.89 per $1,000 financed w/S0 down to qualified buyers w/approved credit on select models.

SALES HOURS:

@CHEVHDLET MON-FRI 9AM-9PM
PROMISE SAT 9AM-7PM

1230 E. Golf Road - SCHAUMBURG

847.380.8099

zeiglerchevroletschaumburg.com

~Lease loyalty available to qualified current Chevy owners on select models. M

2017 CHEVY
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COOLWINTER
LEASE SPECIALS

Under New Ownership

2019 CADILLAC XT5

FWD Premium Luxury CTV

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

jE%M?NTng / I\:/IBONQHS / $§E’AT95'69“”N96

AFTER ALL OFFERS
No security deposit required. Tax, title, license extra. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 10,000 miles/year.

Payments are for a 2019 XT5 FWD Premium Luxury with an MSRP of $56,415 monthly payments total $27643.40. 2019 XT4 AWD Sport with an MSRP of $52,660 monthly payments total $25,803.40.
Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. XTS must qualify for lease loyalty Costco pricing and XT4 must qualify for lease loyalty or conquest. Take delivery by
2/3/20. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 10,000 miles/year. Lessee pays for maintenance, excess wear and a disposition fee of $595 or less at end of lease. Not available with some other offers.

2019 CADILLAC XT4

AWD Sport CTV
ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

3249 /IVI30N9HS / $3’999

PER MONTH! DUE AT SIGNING

AFTER ALL OFFERS
No security deposit required. Tax, title, license extra. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 10,000 miles/year.

/EIGLER CADILLAC

ABOUT US

Why should you buy from Zeigler Cadillac of Lincolnwood? Our unmatched service and
diverse Cadillac inventory have set us apart as the preferred dealer in Lincolnwood.
Visit us today to discover why we have the best reputation in the Lincolnwood area.

ZeiglerGMCadillac.com

LOCATION SALES SERVICE
6300 McCormick Blvd. 8477448271 847.929.4501
Lincolnwood, IL Mon-Fri 3am-9pm Mon-Thu 7am-7pm
60712 Sat 9am-6pm Fri 7am-6pm

Sat 8am-4pm

©2019 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

BUICK

|'!
i—-' © RING IN THE
NEW YE

- A D P —— ~NITLIC

0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS
tor qualified buyers on most models.’

Plus, current eligible GM owners/lessees receive

%750 Purchase Allowance on most models.2

STOP IN TODAY - UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!

2019 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED
FWD #B90391

LEASE:

9@

PER MO. / 24 MONTHS*

2020 BUICK ENVISION PREFERRED
FWD #B20046

LEASE:

“149

PER MO. / 24 MONTHS*

2020 BUICK ENCLAVE ESSENCE
FWD #B20038

LEASE:

*199

PER MO. / 24 MONTHS*

*24 month/ 10K miles per year lease. $3,999 due at signing plus tax, title, license fee and 1st months payment of $99 (Encnre?;
$149 (Envisinn&; $199 (Enclave). Must qualify for lease loyalty. See dealer for complete details. 'Excludes 1SV models. Monthly
payment is $13.89 for every $1,000 you finance. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with leases and some other
offers. Take retail deliver lﬁ’ 2/3/20. See dealer for details. Excludes 1SV model. MUST BE A CURRENT OWNER/LESSEE OF
A 2006 MODEL YEAR OR NEWER GM VEHICLE FOR AT LEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO NEW VEHICLE SALE. Not available with
special finance, lease and some other offers. Take retail delivery by 2/3/20. See dealer for details. Photos for illustration purposes
only. Great effort is made to ensure accuracy of this ad, however, errors do occur. Offers/pricing may change per manufacturers.
Please verify information with a customer service rep or visit the dealership. Al offers and pricing expire 3 days from publication.

RING IN THE NEW YEAR

GET THESE GREAT LEASE OFFERS ALL MONTH LONG

STOP IN TODAY - UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!
DUR SHOWROOM IS LITERALLY TRANSFORMING BEFORE YOUR EYES!

NEW 2020 GMC

TERRAIN sLE

AWD STK #M20031 LEASE:

129

PER M0O./24 MONTHS*

/
/
_—

NEW 2019 GMC

ACADIA sLE-2

FWD STK #M30434 LEASE:

149

PER MO./24 MONTHS*

NEW 2019 GMC

SIERRA 1500

STK #M30438 LEASE:

199

PER MO./24 MONTHS*

*24 manth/ 10K miles per year lease. $3,999 due at signing plus tax, title, license fee and 1st months payment of $129
(Terrain); $149 (Acadia); $199 [Sierra# Must qualify for lease loyalty. Photos for illustration purposes only. Great effart is
made ta ensure accuracy of this ad, hawever, errars do occur. Offers/pricing may change per manufacturers. Please verify
information with a customer service rep or visit the dealership. All offers and pricing expire 3 days from publication.

6900 McCORMICK BLVD.
LINCOLNWOOD

847.744 8271

zeiglergmbuick.com

ZEIGLER

BUICK GMC

SALES
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM
@ B U IC K SAT 9AM-6PM
- SERVICE
@M@ MON-THU 7AM-7PM
FRI 7AM-6PM
SAT 8AM-4PM
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STUFF WANTED

LEGAL NOTICES

GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

LEGAL

NOTICES

FORECLOSURES

FORECLOSURES

*Pinball - Arcades - Jukes* WANTED
Working or not. Call/txt 630-205-5283

BUYING old wh|skey/hourbon/r¥e!
Looking for full/sealed vintage bottles
and decanters. PAYING TOP DOLLAR!!
773-263-5320

BUYING RECORD ALBUMS! Rock, Jazz & Blues.
Also vintage baseball cards!
847-343-1628

BUYING TOY TRAINS
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, HO, BRASS,
OLD TOYS,COIN OPERATEDGAMES,COKE
MACHINES, SLOT CARS, OLD SIGNS!
Dennis 630-319-2331

Wanted Paying Cash for Military Items,
American, German, Japanese & Other
Countries from Any Period. Marx Play
sets, Toy Soldiers, Trains, Miscellaneous
Toys & Antiques. Gary: 708-522-3400

WANTED FREON R12 R500 R11. We pay
CASH. Cert. professionals. 312-291-9169
RefrigerantFinders.com/ad

Wanted: Oriental Rugs
Any size/ Any condition - for cash.
*** CALL 773-575-8088 ***

WE BUY COMIC BOOKS!
Top Prices Paid ~ Will Come To You
888-88-COMIC ComicBuyingCenter.com

STUFF FOR SALE

Bears Seat Licenses - Buy & Sell at
PSLsource.com or 800-252-8055

Sterling Silver Flatware Wallace Sterling;
Grand Barogue. Service for 12. $5,000.
262-960-9312

606-669-7291
Females
and pet

French Bulldog
Barrington, IL

Champion pedigrees. )
available.16 ‘wks. Parents in IL. $2,500

Varies
Show

3,500, 606-669-7291 call/text. AsK  for

=
@
2
@
=1

HAVANESE 312-755-5554
Chickamauga, GA  $1575 Males M&F

Home raised Rup_pies, AKC, best health
guarantee. NoahsLittleArk.com

Labrador Retriever Puppies 708-271-7898]
Chicago 700-800 M/F
AII<<C, 1st shots, Micro chipped,Yellow. 8
wks.

Labrador Retrievers
Meppen, IL - M/F
Goldendoodles,  Labradoodles, ~ Goldadors,
Golden Retrievers. Great disposition. Health
guaranteed. Shot/wormed. Ready Now.
Www.Sieversretrievers.com

618-396-2494

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY OF THE COUNTY OF COOK
DEPARTMENT OF PROCUREMENT
SERVICES

Proposals will be received by the Housing
Authority of Cook County (HACC) on the
date and time (Central Standard Time) stated
for the specific Request for Proposal (RFP)
listed below at 175 West Jackson Boulevard,
Suite 350, Chicago, Illinois, 60604:

Project Name: Eviction Services
Specification Number: 2020-100-003

Questions Deadline: January 30, 2020
Time: 2:00 PM.

Proposal Due Date: February 20, 2020
Time: 2:00 PM.

Contact Person: Deborah O’Donnell
Telephone Number: (312) 542-4725
E-mail Address: dodonnell@thehacc.org

The RFP Package, specifications and
architectural drawings may be downloaded
by registering on our website which lists a
complete list of all current bid opportunities
with the HACC:
www.thehacc.org/e-procurement-services

Proposals that are not properly submitted
will be considered non-responsive and be
disqualified from consideration. Proposals
submitted late will not be accepted. The
Authority reserves the right to reject any or
all Proposals if deemed in the best interest
of the Housing Authority of Cook County.

Richard Monocchio,

Executive Director

01/17,01/24/20 6574471

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK

COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND

CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD
PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Aliyah Pate AKA Aaliyah Pate

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Dawn Pate
(Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 19JA00962
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Unknown (Father),
respondents, and to All Whom It May
Concern, that on August 30, 2019, a
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in
the courtroom of Judge Andrea Buford in
the Cook County Juvenile Court Building,
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, lllinois,
ON 02/07/2020,at 11:00 AM in CALENDAR
4 COURTROOM D, or as soon thereafter as
this case may be heard, an adjudicatory
hearing will be held upon the petition to
have the minor declared to be a ward of the
court and for other relief under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and
show cause against the petition, the
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT

COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
December 6, 2019 6562110

BUSINESS &
SERVICE
DIRECTORY

PLEASE VISIT
CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM/ADVERTISER
TO PLACE LISTING

GENERAL SERVICES

Caregiver/Senior Care Live in, come & go.
All areas. 20 years exp. Licensed & bonded.
Call 708-705-1635

Lonely?

Find a
companion
in our Pets

category.

Call:
312-222-2222

Chicaaqo Tribune

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD
PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Armani Wrice

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Keisha Frommelt
(Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 19JA00946
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Deandre Wrice
(Father), respondents, and to All Whom It
May Concern, that on August 26, 2019, a
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in
the courtroom of Judge Patrick Murphy in
the Cook County Juvenile Court Building,
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, lllinois,
ON 02/05/2020,at 1:30 PM in CALENDAR 1
COURTROOM A, or as soon thereafter as this
case may be heard, an adjudicatory hearing
will be held upon the petition to have the
minor declared to be a ward of the court
and for other relief under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and
show cause against the petition, the
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
December 24, 2019 6565548

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD
PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Kalayni Johnson

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Rachel Johnson
(Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 19JA00551
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Davia Gilmore
(Father), AKA Dave Gilmore, AKA David
Gilmore, respondents, and to All Whom
It May Concern, that on May 24, 2019, a
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in
the courtroom of Judge Shannon O'Malley
in the Cook County Juvenile Court Building,
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,
ON 02/07/2020,at 9:30 AM in CALENDAR 6
COURTROOM F, or as soon thereafter as this
case may be heard, an adjudicatory hearing
will be held upon the petition to have the
minor declared to be a ward of the court
and for other relief under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and
show cause against the petition, the
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
December 23, 2019 6565683

NOTICE

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF PROVISO
TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOLS DISTRICT 209
IS ACCEPTING SEALED BIDS FOR PROVISO
EAST HIGH SCHOOL BAND UNIFORMS. THESE
UNIFORMS MUST BE FULLY CONSTRUCTED
PER THE BID DOCUMENT. SPECIFICATIONS
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE BUSINESS
OFFICE AT 8601 WEST ROOSEVELT RD. OR
WWW.PTHS209.0RG SEALED BIDS ARE DUE
AT 11:00 A.M. ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6,
2020.

1/17/2020 6574535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK

COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND

AND CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT
JUVENILE JUSTICE DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Deontae L Wilson AKA Deonte Wilson

A MINOR
NO. 2019JD01782

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, Darnell Wilson
(Father), respondents, and TO ALL WHOM
IT MAY CONCERN, that on November 08,
2019, a petition was filed under the Juvenile
Court Act by KIM FOXX, STATE'S ATTORNEY
OF COOK COUNTY through her assistant
State’s Attorney in this court and that in the
courtroom of Judge Kristal Royce Rivers in
the 1100 South Hamilton, Chicago, Illinois
0on 02/03/2020 at 9:00 AM IN CALENDAR 56
COURTROOM 10,

or as soon thereafter as this case may be
heard, an adjudicatory hearing will be held
upon the petition to have the minor declared
to be a ward of the court and for other relief
under the Act. The court has authority in
this case to take from you the custody and
guardianship of the minor.

Unless you appear at the hearing and show
cause to the contrary, an order or judgment
by default may be entered against you for
the relief asked in the petition.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF COURT
January 8, 2020

ASSISTANT STATE'S ATTORNEY:
S.David, C.Castro

ATTORNEY FOR:

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
ADDRESS: 1100 South Hamilton
CITY/STATE: Chicago, lllinois 60612
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (312) 433-7000
ATTORNEY NO.: 33182

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT,
COOK COUNTY OF ILLINOIS
January 8, 2020 6572359

Assumed Name
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An Act in
relation to the use of an Assumed Business
Name in the conduct or transaction of Business
in the State,” as amended, that a certification
was registered by the undersigned with the
County Clerk of Cook County.
Registration Number: Y20002900 on January 6,
2020
Under the Assumed Business Name of HMB
LEGAL COUNSEL
with the business located at:
500 W. MADISON STREET SUITE 3700,
CHICAGO, IL 60661
The true and real full name(s) and residence
address of the owner(s)/partner(s) is:
AARON L. HAMMER 2156 N. OAKLEY
CHICAGO, IL 60647, USA
BRIAN H. AXELRAD 2143 W. BELLE PLAINE
AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60618, USA
DAVID A. HUGHES 86 QUAIL DRIVE, LAKE
FOREST, IL 60045, USA
ERIC S. REIN 336 LAKESIDE PLACE, HIGHLAND
PARK, IL 60035, USA
FRED O. MARCUS 145 EUCLID AVENUE,
GLENCOE, IL 60022, USA
JAMES L. JERUE 3104 TREESDALE COURT,
NAPERVILLE, IL 60564, USA
JEFFREY A. HECHTMAN 1018 KNOLL LANE,
WILMETTE, IL 60091, USA
JEFFREY A. ZALUDA 1513 W. MONTANA
STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60614, USA
JOEL M. FRIEDMAN 1931 OLD BRIAR ROAD,
HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035, USA
JOHN R. WIKTOR 2406 OLD OAK DRIVE,
VALPARAISO, IN 43685, USA
JORDAN M. GOODMAN 258 WOODLAND
ROAD, HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035, USA
KEITH H. BERK 700 RAVINIA GLEN PLACE,
HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035, USA
LAWRENCE J. FELLER 1255 W. SCHUBERT,
AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60614, USA
MARILYN A. WETHEKAM 2442 BIRCHWOOD
LANE, WILMETTE, IL 60091, USA
SEAN D. AUTON 456 WAUBONSEE CIRCLE,
OSWEGO, IL 60543, USA
6571312 -1/17, 1/24, 1/31/2020

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK

COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND

AND CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT
JUVENILE JUSTICE DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Julian Jackson

A MINOR
NO. 2019JD02008
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, Willie Jackson (Father),
respondents, and TO ALL WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN, that on December 23, 2019, a
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court
Act by KIM FOXX, STATE'S ATTORNEY
OF COOK COUNTY through her assistant
State’s Attorney in this court and that in the
courtroom of Judge Patricia Mendoza in
the 1100 South Hamilton, Chicago, Illinois
0on 01/31/2020 at 9:00 AM IN CALENDAR 53
COURTROOM 4,

or as soon thereafter as this case may be
heard, an adjudicatory hearing will be held
upon the petition to have the minor declared
to be a ward of the court and for other relief
under the Act. The court has authority in
this case to take from you the custody and
guardianship of the minor.

Unless you appear at the hearing and show
cause to the contrary, an order or judgment
by default may be entered against you for
the relief asked in the petition.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF COURT
January 6, 2020

ASSISTANT STATE'S ATTORNEY:

J. Ruggiero, E. Bammel

ATTORNEY FOR:

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
ADDRESS: 1100 South Hamilton
CITY/STATE: Chicago, Illinois 60612
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (312) 433-7000
ATTORNEY NO.: 33182

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT,
COOK COUNTY OF ILLINOIS
January 6, 2020 6569441

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
The Dolton Public Library District is seeking
proposals from qualified Contractors to
provide uniformed security services for the
library facilities at 14037 Lincoln Avenue;
Dolton, IL 60419. The document is a Request
for Proposal (RFP) for the security services
described in the link that can be found on
the library's website.
RFP for Security Services at Dolton Public
Library District
We have the entire RFP posted on our
library website which is: https://www.
doltonpubliclibrary.org/
1/17/2020 6574153

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK

COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND

CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD
PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF

Sofia Delatorre AKA Sofia Delatorre
AKA Sophia Delatorre AKA Sophia Ana
Delatorre

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Luz Delatorre
(Mother) AKA Luz Delatorre-Estrada

JUVENILE NO.: 19JA01156
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Abel Hernandez
(Father), Unknown (Father),, respondents,
and to All Whom It May Concern, that on
October 11, 2019, a petition was filed under
the Juvenile Court Act by KIM FOXX in this
court and that in the courtroom of Judge
Nicholas Geanopoulos in the Cook County
Juvenile Court Building, 1100 So. Hamilton
Avenue, Chicago, lllinois, ON 02/06/2020,at
10:00 AM in CALENDAR 17 COURTROOM K,
or as soon thereafter as this case may be
heard, an adjudicatory hearing will be held
upon the petition to have the minor declared
to be a ward of the court and for other relief
under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and
show cause against the petition, the
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
December 24, 2019 6564461

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK

COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND

CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD
PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Ta'Shay Nicole Lynn Brown AKA Tashay
Brown

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Sondra Nicole
Mitchell (Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 16JA00478
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Unknown (Father),
respondents, and to All Whom It May
Concern, that on December 02, 2019, a
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in
the courtroom of Judge Maxwell Griffin in
the Cook County Juvenile Court Building,
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, lllinois,
ON 02/07/2020, at 9:30 AM in CALENDAR
10 COURTROOM J, or as soon thereafter as
this case may be heard, a hearing will be
held upon the petition to terminate your
parental rights and appoint a guardian with
power to consent to adoption.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and
show cause against the petition, the
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
December 12, 2019 6562250

NOTICE TO ELDERLY AND DISABLED
VOTERS KAREN A. YARBROUGH, COOK
COUNTY CLERK
OFFICIAL NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at
the Primary Election, to be held on Tuesday,
March 17, 2020 in election precincts under
the jurisdiction of the Cook County Clerk,
touch screen voting machines with audio
ballot units will be available to any voter who
has difficulty reading or vision impairment.
Formal assistance will be given to those
voters who qualify after the appropriate
affidavits have been completed. In addition,
any disabled voter who is unable to enter his
or her polling place may have the judges of
election bring an optical scan ballot outside

to the voter.

Applications for this service are available
from the Cook County Clerk's office by
calling (312) 603-0929 or by emailing
Accessibility.Info@cookcountyil.gov.
Visit cookcountyclerk.com for additional
information.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that voters may
vote early from Monday, March 2 through
Monday, March 16 at any one of the Early
Voting locations in suburban Cook County
or at the Cook County Clerk's downtown
Chicago office, 69 W. Washington St.  For
more information on the locations of the
Early Voting sites visit cookcountyclerk.com
or call (312) 603-0906.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any voter
who wishes to vote by mail may do so. A
voter can complete an online mail ballot
application by visiting cookcountyclerk.
com. An application for a mail ballot may
be obtained by downloading the form from
cookcountyclerk.com, calling the Election
Department at (312) 603-0906 or by writing
to:

Cook County Clerk’s Office, Election Unit

69 West Washington, Room 500

Chicago, IL 60602

Attn: Mail Voting Unit

KAREN A. YARBROUGH

Cook County Clerk

cookcountyclerk.com

1/17/2020 6566256

COUNTY OF COOK OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
PROCUREMENT OFFICER FOR THE OFFICE
OF THE CHIEF JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ADULT
PROBATION DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) FOR SUBSTANCE
ABUSE TREATMENT AND COUNSELING
SERVICES FOR THE SOUTH SIDE OF
CHICAGO AND SOUTH SUBURBS RFQ
NO.: 1953-17892
RFQ Document: The RFQ document is
available for download at: https://legacy.
cookcountyil.gov/purchasing/bids/

listAllBids.php

Contact Person: If you are not able to
download the RFQ or if you have other
questions, please contact Kevin Casey,
Specifications Engineer, at (312) 603-6830 or
kevin.casey@cookcountyil.gov

Non-Mandatory

Pre-Submittal Conference Date,Time, and
Location: Friday, January 24, 2020 at 11:00
AM (CST)

Office of the Chief Procurement Officer
Cook County Building

118 N. Clark Street, Room 1018

Chicago, lllinois 60602

Questions: Questions can be submitted in
writing to the contact person above until
5:00 PM (CST) on Tuesday, January 28, 2020

Submittal Due Date, Time, and Location:
Friday, February 14, 2020 at 3:00 PM (CST)
Office of the Chief Procurement Officer
Cook County Building

118 N. Clark Street., Room 1018

Chicago, lllinois 60602

Toni Preckwinkle
President,  Cook
Commissioners

County Board of

Raffi Sarrafian
Chief Procurement Officer

Late Submittals Will Not Be Accepted
1/17/2020 6574278

FORECLOSURES

STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY OF COOK IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY
DIVISION THE NORTHERN TRUST COMPANY
Plaintiff -vs- TRACEY M. IVERSEN, ILLINOIS
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY,
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS Defendant No. 19 CH 13104
Property Address 4637 N. LEAMINGTON
CHICAGO, IL 60630 NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
The requisite affidavit for publication
having been filed, notice is hereby given
you, TRACEY M. IVERSEN, UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendant(s) in the above entitled suit, that
the said suit has been commenced in the
First Judicial Circuit Court of Cook County,
lllinois, by the Plaintiff against you and other
defendants, praying for the foreclosure of a
certain Mortgage conveying the premises
described as follows, to wit: LOT 19 IN BLOCK
4 IN SUNNYSIDE ADDITION TO JEFFERSON
PARK A SUBDIVISION OF PART OF LOTS 2
TO 5 OF SCHOOL TRUSTEE'S SUBDIVISION
SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 40 NORTH, RANGE
13, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN,
IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. Commonly
known as: 4637 N. Leamington, Chicago, IL
60630 Permanent Index No: 13-16-209-02-
0000 and which said Mortgage was made
by, TRACEY M. IVERSEN, Mortgagee(s) and
recorded in the Office of the Recorder of
Deeds of Cook County, lllinois as Document
No. 0021087916. And for such other relief
prayed; that summons was duly issued
out of the said Circuit Court against you
as provided by law, and that the said suit
is now pending. NOW, THEREFORE, UNLESS
YOU, the said above defendant(s), file your
answer to the complaint in the said suit or
otherwise make your appearance therein, in
the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court,
at the Courthouse, in the RICHARD J. DALEY
CENTER, 50 W. WASHINGTON STREET, ROOM
802, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602, on or before
the 10th day of February, 2020, default may
be entered against you at any time after that
day and a decree entered in accordance
with the prayer of said complaint. Dated:
, at Chicago, lllinois. Dorothy Brown Clerk
of the Circuit Court Cook County, Illinois.
HAUSELMAN & RAPPIN, LTD. Attorney for
Plaintiff — Atty # 04452 29 E. Madison St.,
Suite 950 Chicago, IL 60602 (312)372 2020
1/10, 17, 24/2020 6567632

F19110086 LCARE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION Loan
Care, LLC Plaintiff, vs. Richard L. Mandich
aka Richard Mandich; First American
Bank; Unknown Owners and Non-Record
Claimants Defendants. CASE NO. 19 CH
13617 5534 West School Street, Chicago,
lllinois 60641 Curry, Jr. Calendar 57 NOTICE
FOR PUBLICATION The requisite affidavit
for publication having been filed, notice is
hereby given you, Richard L. Mandich aka
Richard Mandich,and UNKNOWN OWNERS
and NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, defendants
in the above entitled cause, that suit has
been commenced against you and other
defendants in the Circuit Court for the
Judicial Circuit by said plaintiff praying for the
foreclosure of a certain mortgage conveying
the premises described as follows, to wit:
LOT 39 IN STOLTZNER'S CENTRAL AVENUE
SUBDIVISION OF BLOCK 4 (EXCEPT THE WEST
33 FEET) IN THE SUBDIVISION OF LOTS D, E
AND F IN THE PARTITION OF THE WEST 1/2
OF THE SOUTH WEST 1/4 OF SECTION 21,
TOWNSHIP 40 NORTH, RANGE 13 EAST OF
THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS. P.I.N.: 13-21-319-029-0000
Said property is commonly known as 5534
West School Street, Chicago, lllinois 60641,
and which said mortgage(s) was/were made
by Richard L. Mandich and recorded in the
Office of the Recorder of Deeds as Document
Number 0625120009 and for other relief;
that Summons was duly issued out of the
above Court against you as provided by
law and that said suit is now pending. NOW
THEREFORE, unless you, the said above
named defendants, file your answer to the
complaint in the said suit or otherwise make
your appearance therein, in the Office of
the Clerk of the Court at Cook County on or
before February 10, 2020, a default may be
taken against you at any time after that date
and a Judgment entered in accordance with
the prayer of said complaint. E-filing is now
mandatory for documents in civil cases with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must first
create an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and
to select a service provider. If you need
additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.
This communication is an attempt to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be
used for that purpose. Steven C. Lindberg
ANSELMO LINDBERG & ASSOCIATES LLC
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120 Naperville, IL
60563-4947 630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661
| 630-428-4620 (fax) Attorney No. Cook
58852, DuPage 293191, Kane 031-26104,
Peoria 1794, Winnebago 3802, IL 03126232
ilpleadings@AnselmoLindberg.com THIS
LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR.

1/10, 17, 24/2020 6566054

MANLEY, DEAS, KOCHALSKI LLC One East
Wacker - Suite 1250 Chicago, IL 60601 IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A.., Plaintiff,
V. GEROID MARVELLE MARTIN; UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS;
KIMBERLY M. MARTIN, Defendants, Case
No. 2019CH00308 The requisite affidavit
for publication having been filed, notice is
hereby given you, Unknown Owners and
Non-Record Claimants, Kimberly M. Martin,
that the said suit has been commenced
in the Circuit Court of the Cook County
Judicial Circuit, Cook County, lllinois by
the said plaintiff against you and other
defendants, praying for the foreclosure of
a certain Mortgage conveying the premises
described as follows, to-wit: Parcel 1: Lot 48
and the North 8 feet of Lot 47 in Kimball's
Subdivision of the Southwest 1/4 of the
Northwest 1/4 of Section 35, Township 38
North, Range 14 East of the Third Principal
Meridian in Cook County, lllinois. Parcel
2: Lot 46 (except the South 7 feet thereof)
and Lot 47 (except the North 8 feet) in
Kimball’s Subdivision of the Southeast 1/4
of the Northwest 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4
of Section 35, Township 38 North, Range 14
East of the Third Principal Meridian in Cook
County, lllinois. 8404 South Ingleside Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60619 20-35-306-048-0000 Now,
therefore, unless you, Unknown Owners and
Non-Record Claimants, Kimberly M. Martin,
and the said above named defendants, file
your answer to the complaint in said suit or
otherwise make your appearance therein, in
the office of the Clerk of the Cook County
Judicial Circuit, Cook County, lllinois, on or
before FEBRUARY 17, 2020, default may be
entered against you at any time after that
day and a Judgment entered in accordance
with the prayer of said Complaint. E-filing
is now mandatory for documents in civil
cases with limited exemptions. To e-file,
you must first create an account with an
e-filing service provider. Visit http:/efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm  to
learn more and to select a service provider.
If you need additional help or have trouble
e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
fag/gethelp.asp or contact the Clerk of this
Court. Edward R. Peterka (6220416) MANLEY
DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC Attorneys for Plaintiff
One East Wacker, Suite 1250, Chicago, IL
60601 Phone: 312-651-6700; Fax: 614-220-
5613 Atty. No.: 48928 Email: sef-erpeterka@
manleydeas.com One of Plaintiff's Attorneys
1/17, 24, 31/2020 6575009

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, COUNTY DEPARTMENT
-~ CHANCERY DIVISION HSBC BANK USA,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR
DEUTSCHE ALT-A SECURITIES MORTGAGE
LOAN TRUST, SERIES 2007-1, Plaintiff, v.
NATASHA BELL-SCOTT AKA NATASHIA BELL-
SCOTT; MIDLAND FUNDING LLC; UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendant(s). Residential Mortgage
Foreclosure Case No. 2019CH13672 Property
Address: 14507 S. Wentworth Ave. Riverdale,
IL 60827 NOTICE BY PUBLICATION NOTICE IS
GIVEN YOU, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants, this case
has been commenced in this Court against
you and others, asking for foreclosure of
the Mortgage held by the Plaintiff on the
property located at 14507 S. Wentworth
Ave., Riverdale, IL 60827, more particularly
described as: LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY LOT 35 IN BLOCK 19 IN IVANHOE
UNIT NUMBER 4, BEING BRANIGAR
BROTHERS' SUBDIVISION IN THE SOUTH 1/2
OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF SECTION 4, TOWNSHIP
36 NORTH, RANGE 14, EAST OF THE THIRD
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED MAY 10, 1926,
AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 9269700, IN COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS Permanent Index Number:
29-04-424-004-0000  Commonly  known
as: 14507 S. Wentworth Ave., Riverdale,
IL 60827 UNLESS YOU FILE your answer
or otherwise file your appearance in this
cause in the Office of the Circuit Court of
Cook County at the Richard J. Daley Center
located at 50 W. Washington St., Chicago,
IL 60602 on or before February 3, 2020, A
JUDGMENT OR DECREE BY DEFAULT MAY
BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU FOR RELIEF ASKED
IN THE COMPLAINT FOR FORECLOSURE.
THIS COMMUNICATION IS AN ATTEMPT TO
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE. Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer,
P.A. 233 S. Wacker Drive, 70th Floor Chicago,
IL 60606 Firm ID: 48947 Phone: (312) 566-
0040 Fax: (312) 566-0041

1/3,10, 17/2020 6559812

MANLEY, DEAS, KOCHALSKI LLC One East
Wacker - Suite 1250 Chicago, IL 60601 IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
FREEDOM  MORTGAGE = CORPORATION.,
Plaintiff, v. SUZANNE BOGOVICH; FIRST
MIDWEST BANK AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE
PROVISIONS OF A TRUST AGREEMENT
DATED THE 22ND DAY OF SEPTEMBER,
2008, KNOWN AS TRUST NUMBER 1-7718;
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS; TOWNHOMES OF GEORGIN
WOODS CONDOMINIUM  ASSOCIATION,
Defendants, Case No. 2019CH14132 The
requisite affidavit for publication having
been filed, notice is hereby given you,
Suzanne Bogovich, Unknown Owners and
Non-Record Claimants, that the said suit
has been commenced in the Circuit Court
of the Cook County Judicial Circuit, Cook
County, lllinois by the said plaintiff against
you and other defendants, praying for the
foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying
the premises described as follows, to-wit:
Parcel 1: Unit 1-A in the Townhomes of
Georgin Woods Condominium as delineated
on the plat of survey of the following
described parcel of real estate: Part of Lot 2
in Georgin subdivision being a subdivision in
the West 1/2 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section
10, Township 36 North, Range 12, East of
the Third Principal Meridian, which survey is
attached as Exhibit “C" to the Declaration of
Condominium recorded in the Office of the
Recorder of Deeds as Document 92401020.
Parcel 2: The Exclusive right to the use of
Garage Unit 1-A, as delineated on the survey
of the aforesaid Declaration of Condominium
recorded as Document 92401020. Parcel
3: Easement for Ingress and Egress for the
benefit of Parcel 1 as set forth in Declaration
recorded as Document 92401020. 14402
South 90th Court, Unit 1-A, Orland Park, IL
60462 27-10-221-001-1001 Now, therefore,
unless you, Suzanne Bogovich, Unknown
Owners and Non-Record Claimants, and
the said above named defendants, file your
answer to the complaint in said suit or
otherwise make your appearance therein, in
the office of the Clerk of the Cook County
Judicial Circuit, Cook County, lllinois, on or
before February 10, 2020, default may be
entered against you at any time after that
day and a Judgment entered in accordance
with the prayer of said Complaint. E-filing
is now mandatory for documents in civil
cases with limited exemptions. To e-file,
you must first create an account with an
e-filing service provider. Visit http://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm  to
learn more and to select a service provider.
If you need additional help or have trouble
e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
fag/gethelp.asp or contact the Clerk of
this Court. Shara A. Netterstrom (6294499)
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC Attorneys
for Plaintiff One East Wacker, Suite 1250,
Chicago, IL 60601 Phone: 312-651-6700;
Fax: 614-220-5613 Atty. No.: 48928 Email:
sef-sanetterstrom@manleydeas.com One of
Plaintiff's Attorneys

1/10, 17, 24/2020 6566277

MANLEY, DEAS, KOCHALSKI LLC One East
Wacker - Suite 1250 Chicago, IL 60601 IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
FIFTH THIRD BANK, N.A.., Plaintiff, v. ANA L.
MUNOZ; RAMON MUNOZ, JR.; MARGARITA
BARAJAS - SANDOVAL; UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants,
Case No. 2019CH14496 The requisite
affidavit for publication having been filed,
notice is hereby given you, Margarita
Barajas - Sandoval, Unknown Owners and
Non-Record Claimants, that the said suit
has been commenced in the Circuit Court
of the Cook County Judicial Circuit, Cook
County, lllinois by the said plaintiff against
you and other defendants, praying for the
foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying
the premises described as follows, to-wit:
Lot 67 in Frank-Lon Homes, Inc., Unit No. 1,
being a subdivision of the South 3/4 of the
South half of the Southeast quarter of the
Northeast quarter of Section 21, Township
40 North, Range 12, East of the Third
Principal Meridian, in Cook County, lllinois.
9634 Addison Avenue, Franklin Park, IL 60131
12-21-213-034-0000 Now, therefore, unless
you, Margarita Barajas - Sandoval, Unknown
Owners and Non-Record Claimants, and
the said above named defendants, file your
answer to the complaint in said suit or
otherwise make your appearance therein, in
the office of the Clerk of the Cook County
Judicial Circuit, Cook County, lllinois, on or
before February 10, 2020, default may be
entered against you at any time after that
day and a Judgment entered in accordance
with the prayer of said Complaint. E-filing
is now mandatory for documents in civil
cases with limited exemptions. To e-file,
you must first create an account with an
e-filing service provider. Visit http://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm  to
learn more and to select a service provider.
If you need additional help or have trouble
e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
faqg/gethelp.asp or contact the Clerk of this
Court. Shanna L. Bacher (6302793) MANLEY
DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC Attorneys for Plaintiff
One East Wacker, Suite 1250, Chicago, IL
60601 Phone: 312-651-6700; Fax: 614-220-
5613 Atty. No.: 48928 Email: sef-slbacher@
manleydeas.com One of Plaintiff's Attorneys
1/10, 17, 24/2020 6566064

MANLEY, DEAS, KOCHALSKI LLC One East
Wacker — Suite 1250 Chicago, IL 60601 IN
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS, WELLS FARGO USA HOLDINGS,
INC. ., Plaintiff, v. BARBARA J. HAFFORD, AKA
BARBARA HAFFORD; UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants,
Case No. 2019CH14934 The requisite
affidavit for publication having been filed,
notice is hereby given you, Barbara J.
Hafford, AKA Barbara Hafford, Unknown
Owners and Non-Record Claimants, that
the said suit has been commenced in the
Circuit Court of the Cook County Judicial
Circuit, Cook County, lllinois by the said
plaintiff against you and other defendants,
praying for the foreclosure of a certain
Mortgage conveying the premises described
as follows, to-wit: Lot 50 in Harry M. Quinn's
Addition to Chicago, being a subdivision
in the East Half of the Southwest Quarter
of Section 26, Township 38 North, Range
13, East of the Third Principal Meridian,
in Cook County, lllinois. 7821 South Reilly,
Chicago, IL 60652 19-26-343-013-0000 Now,
therefore, unless you, Barbara J. Hafford,
AKA Barbara Hafford, Unknown Owners and
Non-Record Claimants, and the said above
named defendants, file your answer to the
complaint in said suit or otherwise make
your appearance therein, in the office of the
Clerk of the Cook County Judicial Circuit,
Cook County, lllinois, on or before February
17 2020, default may be entered against you
at any time after that day and a Judgment
entered in accordance with the prayer of
said Complaint. E-filing is now mandatory
for documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must first create
an account with an e-filing service provider.
Visit  http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a
service provider. If you need additional help
or have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/fag/gethelp.asp or contact
the Clerk of this Court. Shanna L. Bacher
(6302793) MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff One East Wacker, Suite
1250, Chicago, IL 60601 Phone: 312-651-
6700; Fax: 614-220-5613 Atty. No.. 48928
Email: sef-slbacher@manleydeas.com One
of Plaintiff's Attorneys

1/17, 24, 31/2020 6575019
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Audi Exchange

2490 Skokie Valley Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
888-453-7195

www.audiexchange.com

Sherman Dodge Jeep
Chrysler Ram

7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777

ShermanTrib.com

dodge

Sherman Dodge Jeep
Chrysler Ram

7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777

ShermanTrib.com

Muller Honda*

550 Skokie Valley Road,
Highland Park
847-831-4200

www.muller-honda.com

Schaumburg
Honda Automobiles*
750 E. Golf Rd.
847-88-Honda

www.schaumburghondaautos.com

Sherman Dodge Jeep
Chrysler Ram

7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777
ShermanTrib.com
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1325 E. Chicago St., Elgin
888-612-8400
www.biggersmitsubishi.com
Schaumburg Mitsubishi*
660 E. Golf Road

Schaumburg

866-670-8000
www.schaumburgmitsubishi.com

Arlington Nissan*

1100 W. Dundee Rd
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
847-590-6100

www.arlingtonnissan.com

Porsche Exchange*

2300 Skokie Valley Rd.
Highland Park

#1 Volume Dedler in Illinois
847-266-7000

www.4porsche.com

Porsche Barrington

1475 S. Barrington Rd.
Barrington, IL 60010
Chicagoland’s Fastest Growing
Porsche Dealer

866-430-1277

www.barringtonporsche.com

Sherman Dodge Jeep Chrysler Ram
7601 N. Skokie Blvd.

Skokie, IL 60077
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ACROSS
1__ Moines
4 Prose writing
9 Musial or Laurel
13 The Bee Gees,

e.g.

14 VP Agnew

15 Round flatbread

16 As __ as pie

17 Accountant’s need

19 Cake candles’
indication

20 Abbot’s charges

21 Wry literary style

22 Creeps up on

24 Scale divisions:
abbr.

25 Horrified

27 Most uncommon

30 Miniseries based
on Alex Haley’s
book

31 Steam bath

33 Caress

35 Does an outdoor

46 Thread holder

49 Go bad

51 Org. for Knicks
& Nets

54 Fearless

56 False witness

57 Flow out slowly

58 Spend foolishly

59 All at __; suddenly

60 __ on; crushed
underfoot

61 Lose vital fluid

62 “Yuck!”

DOWN

1 Boring event

2 Truman’s
successor

3 __ sauce; stir-fry
ingredient, often

4 Accompany

5 Reaches across

6 Obi fabric

7 Curved paths

8 “Are __Lonesome

117/20
Solutions
J{H[2]n o[d[1
3|9[N|o z[o[o
d{v[i[7 njofd
N o[d|[s
3
1
d
o
H
S

24 Come to shore
25 Upper limbs

26 __ with; date

27 Had regrets about

43 Self-confident
45 Mailman’s beat
46 Falkirk native
47 Penniless

. New Car Dealer Directory ChicauoTribune

chore Tonight?” 28 Solid cooking fat 48 Greek liqueur
Northbrook 225N. Randall Road 36 Famed 9 Fewgand far 29 MRI detectio% 49 Barking marine
847-272-7900 in St. Charles, IL 37 Perry, who sang between 31 Moms of piglets mammal
888-459-2190 “Catch a Fallin 10 Brother of 32 Suffix for 50 Sit for a portrait
www.aufohausonedens.com t-charl tdealersit Star” ° Michael Jackson consider or decor 52 Renowned
si-eharies.smaricealersiies.com 38 Girl’s nickname 11 “Well, that went 34 Gruesome, as a German
Mercedes-Benz 39 Made a solemn over like __ of horror film composer
Of St. Charles* To showcase your promise bricks!” 36 C-sharp or A-flat 53 “__ you kidding
- 40 Angry uproar 12 __asoul; nobody 37 Signals to actors me?”
225 North Randall Road dealerShlp contact 41 Characteristics 13 Soothing drink 39 String quartet 55 Clinton’s
St. Charles, IL = y 43 Tennyson’s 18 Zodiac sign instrument successor, for
888-742-6095 Kevin O’Keefe specialty 20 Church service 40 Umpire’s shout short
at 219-793-5901 44 Unknown John 23 __one’s words; 42 Thought the 56 Baseball’s
www.mercedesbenzofstcharles.com 45 Stir from sleep recants world of Gebhrig
4
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) Renegade your test drive: | 2019 Journey
" Sport FWD #200738 847.696.8098 " SE #192821 msre: $26,185

MSRP $24,215"

Sale: i!.asg 4 ’\ Sale: i!.z 4 86

'
‘_._7

{ 35% Gladlator

/NEW c

{22 omp ass e
Latitude FWD#2004'78 / Overland #200027

MSRP $27.795% MSRP. $51,100'

Lease: 2219%%% zNoE% mmggler Lease: $3 59

Sport S 4x4
#200744 Msrp: $39,185° )| == e
Lease: | oy

" $95 45

PER MO.|
36 M0S."
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&3 Cherokée  [0%x80 &) herokee

g

=" Limited #200189
MSRP: $43,350"

Lease: $§0 5

Latitude pLus 4x4 #200185
MSRP: $29,875%
Lease:
Y "
36 M0S." 36 M0S."
AN

%0

/‘ - ""’;\_
11500 e
APRx MONTHS

Grand " BigHornQuadCab P~
cara"an #200599 MsRP: $45,6157 {cﬁ%& Pacrflca

SE #192732 msrp: $28,930¢ Sale: Tourmg #200729 usrP. $36,630°

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9am-9pm ¢ SAT 9am-8pm
ZEIGLER Som v ac osd - scaImeses
CHRYSLER o ODGE ¢ JEI e RAM 847-383-0432
*For A GREAT EXPERIENCE!® ZeiglerCDJR.Com

*Plus tax, title, license and doc. fee. ~Lease months/amount due at signing/miles per year plus tax, title, license & doc. fee on select models to qualified buyers. Select leases may require acquisition fee. ‘20 Wrangler Unlimited Sport S
36 mo/$4000/1 0K; ‘20 Compass Latitude FWD 36 mo/$2000/10k; ‘20 Gladiator OVERLAND 36 mo/$3000/1 0k; 20 Cherokee Latitude Plus 36 mo/$3250/10K; ‘20 Grand Cherokee Limited, 36 mo/$5000/10K. +MSRP may not be the
price at which the vehicle is sold in the trade area. Sale prices include all rebates and incentives. Buyers must finance through Chrysler Credit Corp unless noted. 0% APR figured at $13.88 (72 months) or $16.67 (60 months) or 17.48
1.9% (60 months) per $1000 financed to qualified buyers on select models. Dealer sponsored buy-downs on select vehicles. Photos for illustration purposes only. ~FCA Midwest Rank Retail Sales Report 2019. Great effort is made
to ensure accuracy of this ad, however, errors do occur. Offers/pricing may change per manufacturers. Please verify information with a customer service rep or visit the dealership. All offers and pricing expire 3 days from publication.




