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Chiefs, 49ers in
Super Bowl LIV

Teams to play Feb. 2 in
Miami for championship
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Pinata version of
Thompson Center

Groups trying to save the
building open exhibition

Oak Park Democrat elected to succeed
John Cullerton as chamber’s president

By JAMIE MUNKS

SPRINGFIELD - Oak Park
Democrat Don Harmon was
chosen as Illinois Senate
president on Sunday, taking the
helm of the General Assembly’s
upper chamber at a critical time
in Springfield.

Harmon, who has had
ambitions to lead the chamber
since at least 2009 when retiring
Senate President John Cullerton

took over from Emil Jones Jr.,
assumes the top leadership post
in the Senate at a time when
Democrats hold a supermajority
in both General Assembly
chambers but as the shadow of an
ongoing federal corruption
investigation has ensnared
multiple lawmakers and left the
Capitol on edge.

In his first remarks as Senate
president Sunday night, Harmon
said the change in leadership

marks a chance to “think
about who we are, what
the people need us to be
and how we can reset the
tone of the culture here
in Springfield”

“Choosing a new
leader, especially among
your peers, is a leap of
faith,” Harmon said, just
after being sworn in. “I stand
before you humbled by your
confidence.”

The selection came down to
Harmon and Kimberly Lightford,
a Maywood Democrat. Both have
been part of Cullerton’s

Harmon

leadership team and
have been
campaigning furiously
in the two months
since Cullerton
announced he would
retire in early January.
Lightford, who is also
chair of the Illinois
Legislative Black
Caucus, would have been the first
woman to lead either chamber of
the General Assembly.

Harmon’s election returns the
Senate presidency to the Chicago

Turn to Harmon, Page 4

BY JEREMY GORNER

A few hundred concerned
citizens huddled in a gymna-
sium in Chicago’s Gold Coast
neighborhood hoping for an-
swers from police about a re-
cent spate of robberies in the
downtown area and other parts
of the Near North Side.

Police sought to bring a sense
of calm while appealing for help

from the standing room-only
crowd that overflowed into the
lobby of the Lake Shore Park
field house.

“We are having people sitting
in their cars targeting people
and drive around. You see the
same car drive around four or
five times. That is something
that we need to know;” Chicago
police Cmdr. Daniel O’Shea,
who heads the Near North
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Police officers patrol North Michigan Avenue on Jan. 13. Recent robberies continued a worrisome trend for those in the Near North Side.

Robberies up sharply in
swanky Near North Side

Police strengthen their presence; residents and tourists concerned

patrol district, said in a raised
voice. “Please do not hesitate to
call 9117

Several recent robberies —
some of them within a block of
one another near Water Tower
Place — continued a worrisome
trend for those at the communi-
ty meeting.

Robberies have more than
doubled in the last five years in
this swath of Chicago’s central

business district and some of
the city’s most affluent neigh-
borhoods, including Gold
Coast, Streeterville, Magnifi-
cent Mile, River North and
several others.

Last year, robberies totaled

416 in those neighborhoods, just
two more than in 2017 but more
than double from 204 in 2015,

Turn to Robberies, Page 4

IMPEACHMENT OF
PRESIDENT TRUMP

NoO one
giving in
as trial
looms

At issue are Senate
ground rules and
if a crime occurred

BY LAURIE KELLMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Advocates
for and against President Donald
Trump gave no ground Sunday on
his Senate impeachment trial,
digging in on whether a crime is
required for his conviction and
removal and whether witnesses
will be called.

But as Trump’s defense team
and the House prosecutors pressed
their case, mystery still surrounded
the ground rules for the impeach-
ment trial, only the third in Ameri-
can history, when it resumes Tues-
day. Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., was shedding
no light on what will be the same as
— and different from — the prece-
dent of President Bill Clinton’s
impeachment trial in 1999.

All sides agitated to get on with
it, none more than the four Demo-
cratic senators running for presi-
dent and facing the prospect of
being  ma-
rooned in the
Senate heading
into Towa’s kick-
off caucus on
Feb. 3.

“The presi-
dent deserves a
fair trial. The
American peo-
ple deserve a
fair trial. Solet’s
have that fair trial,” said Demo-
cratic Rep. Jason Crow of Col-
orado, one of the seven impeach-
ment prosecutors who will make
the case for Trump’s removal.

But what's fair is as intractable a
showdown as the basic question of
whether Trump’s pressure on
Ukraine to help him politically
merits a Senate conviction and
removal from office. The stakes
are enormous, with historic influ-
ence on the fate of Trump’s
presidency, the 2020 presidential
and congressional elections and
the future of any presidential
impeachments.

Whatever happens in the Sen-
ate, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
D-Calif,, has said, Trump will “be
impeached forever.”

Members of Trump’s team said
that if they win a vindication for
Trump, it means “an acquittal
forever as well,” Trump attorney
Robert Ray said Sunday.

For all of the suspense over the
trial, some clues on what’s to come
sharpened on Sunday.

Crow

Turn to Trial, Page 9

NATION & WORLD
China plagued
by mystery virus

Chinese authorities said 17
more people had been infected
with a mysterious new virus,
adding to concerns about the
spread of the illness. Page 8

Bloomberg visits
church in Tulsa

The Democratic presidential
candidate made a pitch to
black voters in Oklahoma,
promoting his plan to address
racial inequality. Page 9

Marijuana shortages may

continue for

Mlinois’ tight market
is expected to linger
longer than other states

BY ROBERT McCoOPPIN

Legal marijuana shortages in
Illinois are expected to last six
months to a year or more, industry
members warn, due to a lack of
production capacity in the state.

The long lines, product short-
ages and store closures seen since
the state authorized legal sales
starting on New Year’s Day are not
unusual for newly legal markets.

year or more

But the tight market is expected to
continue longer than in other
states in part because Illinois has
only 21 cultivation warehouses, far

ewer than in many other states
with legal cannabis.

The limit on the number of
growers is a result of existing
medical marijuana growers main-
taining that they could supply the
market without any new cultiva-
tion licenses — despite studies that
predicted they could not meet the
demand.

Shortages also stem from other

Turn to Shortages, Page 6
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Long lines continue on the second day of recreational cannabis sales on
Jan. 2 along Clark Street outside Sunnyside in Lakeview.
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‘EVEN THE TERRIBLE THINGS
SEEM BEAUTIFUL TO ME NOW,
2ND EDITION’

Over the last two decades, Mary Schmich’s columnin the
Chicago Tribune has offered advice, humor and discerning
commentary on a broad array of topics including family,
personal milestones, mental illness, writing and life in
Chicago. This second edition — updated to include
Schmich’s best pieces since its original publication —
collects her ten Pulitzer-winning columns along with more
than 150 others, creating a compelling collection that
reflects Schmich’s thoughtful, insightful and engaging
sensibility.

“Chicago Flashback?” Since 2011, the Tribune has been
mining its vast archive for its weekly feature Chicago Flash-
back, which deals with the people and events that have
shaped the city’s history and culture from the paper’s
founding in 1847 to the present day. Now the editors of the
Tribune have carefully collected the best Chicago Flash-
back features into a single volume.

“Turn It Up: A Guided Tour Through the Worlds of
Pop, Rock, Rap and More.” Settle into “Turnit Up,” a
collection of Greg Kot’s Tribune articles from 2000-2013.
Previously available in ebook format only, the book is
grouped by genres and include entertaining features,
concert recaps, aloum reviews, insights on Chicago’s local
music scene and other major issues associated with music
and the industry.

%10 Things You Might Not Know About Nearly
Everything.”’ You may never need to know the human
body contains a half-pound of salt, but that'’s just one of
the obscure facts you'll find about sports, history, poli-
tics,and science in this collection from Mark Jacob and
Stephan Benzkofer.

“Ask Amy: Advice for Better Living” For over a dec-
ade, Amy Dickinson has been the Chicago Tribune’s signa-
ture general advice columnist. This book, which collects
over 200 question-and-answer columns, is a testament to
the empathetic counsel and practical common-sense tips
that Dickinson has been distilling for years.

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at chi-
cagotribune.com/printbooks
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President Donald Trump smiles during a rally at the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee’s Panther Arena on Tuesday.

The Founding Fathers’ hard work
is lost on Trump’s impeachment

DAHLEEN GLANTON

It was impossible to watch the
opening of Donald Trump’s impeach-
ment trial in the Senate last week
without feeling a sense of patriotism.

Regardless of where you stand on
the issue, the ceremonial ritual was
impressive. The pomp and circum-
stance was deliberate and anticipa-
tory, every movement perfectly chor-
eographed and steeped in tradition.

The House impeachment man-
agers’ march to the Senate chamber,
the swearing in of the chief justice of
the Supreme Court, the senators’
oath to render “impartial justice” and
then signing off on a promise to abide
by their vow were designed to illus-
trate the magnitude of the moment.

The procession route laid out in
1868 during President Andrew John-
son’s impeachment gave gravitas to
what the nation was about to endure.
It remains a solemn rite that de-
mands the full attention of every
American.

Perhaps until now, some of us have
not thought of it that way. Perhaps we
have never taken a moment away
from our anger to consider the mo-
mentous act of removing a duly
elected president from office. Maybe
we have never really thought about
why it has only happened three times
in the history of our country.

Each time America has been in this
place — with Johnson, Bill Clinton in
1998 and now with Trump — politics
increasingly have gotten in the way of

duty. Every time a president has been
brought before the Senate on charges
of abusing his power, it has sliced
away at our unity. But never, until
now, has it ripped us apart.

The Founding Fathers, in their
intuitive wisdom, knew that im-
peachment would be divisive. But
they wrote it into the Constitution
anyway, because a democracy has no
place for a king, a dictator or a presi-
dent who believes he or she is above
the law.

They knew the seductiveness of
power. And in their genius, they tried
their best to shield us from anyone
who might try to use the presidency
to promote his self-interests over
those of the American people. They
understood how greed, recklessness
and incompetency at the helm could
destroy America. So in the Constitu-
tion, they made an exception to the
balance of power among the three
branches of government.

In the area of impeachment, the
Founding Fathers gave Congress
jurisdiction over the executive
branch, allowing it to remove a presi-
dent with the leader of the third
branch — the chief justice of the
Supreme Court — as the overseer.

What the Founding Fathers could
not have envisioned more than 230
years in the future was an America
with Trump as president. While
barbaric kings ruled by succession,
they could not have foreseen that
voters would choose to be led by
someone so ruthless.

Of course, the founders knew there
would be fights over political ideol-
ogy. The greatest one — over slavery
— would prompt the 13th Amend-
ment to the Constitution nearly eight
decades later. But the founders likely
could not have fathomed an impeach-

ment where truth, honor and patri-
otism would be so easily usurped by
lies, antipathy and blind partisan
loyalty.

It is not that these characteristics
were entirely unexpected in power-
hungry politicians. What the authors
of our Constitution could not have
anticipated, though, is how easily the
American people would accept such
aberrant behavior, much less encour-
age it.

The Senate majority leader set the
tone before the trial began.

“I’'m not an impartial juror,” Mitch
McConnell told reporters last month.
“This is a political process. There is
not anything judicial about it. Im-
peachment is a political decision.”

Other Republicans echoed his
words. Sen. Lindsay Graham called
for an “end to this crap as quickly as
possible.”

Sen. Ted Cruz promised that his
colleagues would “reach a verdict,
and the verdict is going to be acquit-
tal. The verdict is going to be not
gl.lilt}’-”

Sen. Rand Paul said, “The verdict
has already been decided ... I don’t
think any Republicans are going to
vote for impeachment”’

Despite the grandiosity of the
ceremony, if we take these senators at
their word, the Senate trial is a farce.
The opening ritual was nothing more
than an illusion. There will be no
attempt to get to the truth. Impartial
justice will not be on the table.

If it is left solely up to them, the
hard work by our Founding Fathers
to establish a sound and lasting proto-
col for removing a wayward presi-
dent will have been in vain.

dglanton@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @dahleeng
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BY HANNAH LEONE

In a carefully chosen
black-and-white outfit,
Mia Roberts paced the
stage, punctuating her
words by moving her arms
through the air. She recited
the introduction to the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr’s
famous “I Have a Dream”
speech. Then she took a
stab at the question, “What
would Dr. King’s vision be
for America in 2020?”

Mia, 9, of Chicago’s
Arthur Dixon Elementary,
said she almost didn’t enter
the oratory competition,
which called on fourth-
and fifth-grade students in
participating Chicago Pub-
lic Schools to speak on that
question. She worried
about memorizing such a
long speech. But with two
days to spare, she talked
herself into it.

During long hours of
practice at home, she held
the microphone of her
karaoke machine. She
combed through her closet
for the perfect “classy dress
to do a performance,” pair-
ing along black skirt with a
sparkly top and shiny
white shoes.

Even after being se-
lected as one of the 13
finalists who competed
Friday, Mia did not think
she would win. She lis-
tened intently to the other
speeches and thought
many were better than
hers.

When the winner was
announced, Mia’s jaw
dropped. She smiled big all
the way up onto the stage.
When she returned to her
school’s table, her mom
was waiting for her with a
hug. With the $1,000 prize,
Mia said she wants to buy
aniPhone 11.

If King were here today,
his vision would be the
same, Mia said in her
speech.

“We don’t know who to
trust,” said Mia, the daugh-
ter of a Chicago police
officer. “We see police cars
ride by with the words
written on them ... ‘to serve
and protect, but I'm not so
sure anymore with all the

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS
Arthur Dixon Elementary School student Mia Roberts, 9, won first place in the MLK Jr. Oratory Competition on Friday.

MLK’s vision for 2020?

‘A change definitely needs to take place; says speech contest winner

Parents cheer students participating in the MLK Jr.
Oratory Competition at the Palmer House Hotel.

Dashawn Higgins, a student at Robert Alfred Black
Magnet Elementary, participates in the competition.

bad news I hear about
them and see about them
on TV. Not all police offi-
cers are bad, just like ... all
people are not all bad. But a
change definitely needs to
take place. How do we
change this pattern of self-
inflicted pain? ’'m glad you
asked”

She listed 10 “simple tips
for the newer generation,”
including self-love, listen-
ing to understand, walking
in others’ shoes, politeness,
agreeing to disagree, show-
ing an interest in others,
keeping an open mind and
being positive.

“Good vibes are always
welcome,” Mia said.

She ended by daring the
audience to keep King’s
vision alive. “Be that one
person who will love, pray,
fight, sacrifice, and stand
up for all equality as Dr.
King did, so we can once
again say those mighty
words: ‘Free at last! Free at
last! Thank God almighty,
we are free at last!””

It was a proud moment
for her parents and sister

Sierra Roberts, 23, who
described Mia’s oration as
“heart-melting”

Her mother, Gloria Rob-
erts, said she loved the
humor the children
brought to the speeches
they took so seriously, and
that her daughter’s in par-
ticular inspired her. The
family lives in West Pull-
man.

“It felt like you were
listening to a grown-up,”
added Mia’s father,
Michael Roberts, the Chi-
cago police officer.

When Kamerin Green of
Robert A. Black Magnet
Elementary took the stage,
high-pitched squeals came
from some girls at his table.
Green spoke about issues
he experiences living in the
Roseland neighborhood,
like food deserts, school
funding and building up
black communities.

“I wanted to give recog-
nition to what happens in
my community,” Kamerin
said.

The MLK Jr. Oratory
Competition, put on by the

Foley & Lardner law firm,
is new to Chicago. As
students vied for the title at
the Loop’s Palmer House
Hilton Hotel, similar
speeches were delivered by
their peers in Dallas and
Houston.

Organizers noted the
Palmer House was also the
site of a 1966 meeting
between King and then-
Mayor Richard J. Daley
following a series of dem-
onstrations and riots.

Judges of the local com-
petition included “history
makers in their own right,”
the announcer said, and
included a real judge: Re-
becca Pallmeyer, chief
judge of federal court for
the Northern District of
Illinois and the first wom-
an to hold the post. Other
judges were Z Scott, presi-
dent of Chicago State Uni-
versity; Eric Reeves, man-
aging director and head of
private capital investments
for Duchossois Capital
Management; and Ron
Childs, senior media strat-
egist for Burrell Communi-
cations Group.

CBS Chicago traffic re-
porter Derrick Young an-
nounced each young per-
former, also noting the ar-
rivals of public officials
such as Illinois Attorney
General Kwame Raoul and
8th Ward Ald. Michelle
Harris.

As members of the
Apollo Chorus performed
the musical interlude be-
tween the speeches and the
awards presentation, Har-
ris posed for photos with
student orators from Black
Elementary. Other schools
represented included
Arthur Dixon Elementary,
Mildred Lavizzo Elemen-
tary and Wendell Smith
Elementary.

The alderman said she
was struck by the social
and political awareness ev-
ident in the students’ re-
marks.

“These kids are paying
attention,” Harris said.
“I've got to change the
world they live in”’

hleone@
chicagotribune.com

Closures planned for Red Line stations

By MARY WISNIEWSKI

Starting this week, the
CTA plans several week-
end closures of three
North Side Red Line sta-
tions to prepare for the
massive $2.1 billion Red
and Purple Line modern-
ization project.

The agency said track
and signal construction
will require closing the
Granville, Thorndale and
Bryn Mawr stations Fri-
day at 10 p.m., through the
following Monday at 4
a.m. More service changes
along the line will take
place nearly all weekends
through the spring, CTA
spokeswoman Tammy
Chase said.

“Nearly every weekend,
we’ll be doing preparatory
track work ahead of start-
ing new station and track
construction,” Chase said.

Shuttle buses will pro-
vide service between the
Loyola and Berwyn sta-
tions, stopping near the
affected Red Line sta-
tions, the CTA said. The
agency canceled a
planned closure for this
weekend because of high
winds.

Chase said the CTA
needs to close the stations
for track work before it
can begin building new
stations at Lawrence, Ar-
gyle, Berwyn and Bryn
Mawr and replacing cen-
tury-old track structure.

During new station and
track construction, the
CTA will have to run Red
and Purple Line trains on
two tracks instead of four,
so it can rebuild two
tracks at a time, Chase
said. To do that, it needs to
add switches to the tracks
to allow trains to safely

move over.

On weekends that the
CTA does not close sta-
tions, it will reduce serv-
ice between Howard and
Wilson so that trains will
not stop between those
stations in one direction,
either northbound or
southbound, depending
on what is needed to do
the work, Chase said.

These are known as
“back ride” closings, be-
cause if you are going
northbound to, say, Loyo-
la and trains aren’t stop-
ping northbound, you will
have to ride up to Howard
and then ride back on a
southbound train to get to
your stop.

Other work in 2020 will
include building tempo-
rary rail stations at Argyle
and Bryn Mawr.

The four stations to be
rebuilt as part of the proj-

ect — Lawrence, Argyle,
Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr
— will close for construc-
tion in either late 2020 or
early 2021. When they
close, the temporary sta-
tions will immediately
open, CTA officials say.

The Red and Purple
Line modernization is the
biggest project in the
CTA’s history.

The CTA is also digging
70-foot holes in the Lake-
view area to build founda-
tions for a bypass that will
run northbound Brown
Line trains up and over
Red and Purple Line
tracks north of Belmont
station. The agency said
this bypass will relieve a
notorious bottleneck, and
provide better service up
and down the line.

mwisniewski@
chicagotribune.com

DNA confirms
coyote is culprit

Animal captured by
police was same
one that bit child

BY KATHERINE
ROSENBERG-DOUGLAS

Chicago Animal Care and
Control officials Sunday an-
nounced they used DNA
testing to determine the
coyote they caught was the
same animal that bit a
6-year-old boy near Lincoln
Park earlier this month.

With help from the US.
Department of Agriculture,
local officials tested the
animal and said it was the
same one that on Jan. 8
attacked the child near the
Peggy Notebaert Nature
Museum, 2430 N. Cannon
Drive, biting the child on his
head. The boy had been
walking along a path in a
park area near the museum
when he came upon the
coyote on a grassy hill,
officials said. The boy may
have startled the animal,
which responded by biting
the child. His nanny and
several bystanders came to
the boy’s aid.

In another incident later
that same night, a man told
police he was bitten in the
buttocks by a coyote while
he walked on a sidewalk in
the 700 block of North
Fairbanks Court in Chi-
cago’s Gold Coast neighbor-
hood. Officials have not yet
confirmed a coyote was
responsible.

When a coyote was cap-
tured Jan. 9 in the 1700
block of North Dayton
Street, authorities were
confident it was the animal

that had attacked the boy,
because that coyote also
was limping.

The results of the testing
that were promised at the
time of the coyote’s capture
were released Sunday, and
authorities now say the ani-
mal was limping because it
had been shot with a BB
gun, according to a state-
ment from city spokesman
Patrick Mullane.

“Through evaluation, it
was determined that the
animal had been shot in the
chest with a BB gun, which
could have caused the limp
in its movements as well as
the aggressive behavior.
The animal will remain at a
local wildlife rehabilitation
center;” Mullane said in the
statement.

Mullane also said testing
confirmed the animal did
not have rabies.

Although Mayor Lori
Lightfoot weighed in on the
coyote attacks, saying, “Ne-
ver did I think I'd be talking
about alligators in one
breath and coyote in the
next,” officials said there are
hundreds of coyotes in the
Chicago area, and it is not
common for them to be-
come aggressive and attack
humans.

“Coyotes are common
throughout the Chi-
cagoland area and pro-
tected under the Illinois
Wildlife Code. Residents
should always take caution
if they encounter a coyote
and notify CACC by calling
31L. It remains extremely
rare for a coyote to ap-
proach or bite a person.”

kdouglas@chicagotribune.com

Family demands justice

32-year-old nurse
fatally shot in Little
Village in November

BY JESSICA VILLAGOMEZ

Standing at the corner of
Hamlin Avenue and 32nd
Street on Sunday, family
members of Frank Aguilar
built a memorial for the
32-year-old nurse on top of a
blanket of snow.

Aguilar’s sisters, Maria
Roman and Sharee Rangel,
knelt on the pavement to lay
framed photographs of their
brother, placing several flo-
ral arrangements and a can-
dle with a depiction of the
Lady of Guadalupe on the
icy ground.

“I need justice,” Aguilar’s
mother, Elvira Aguilar, said
in Spanish, holding her
palms firmly together.

The family of Frank
Aguilar, a nurse fatally shot
in Little Village last Novem-
ber, held a news conference
Sunday morning to demand
ameeting with Cook County
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx.
According to family mem-
bers and community organ-
izer Raul Montes Jr., the
office had not yet returned
their calls asking for a meet-
ing to discuss new devel-
opments in Aguilar’s case.

Aguilar was walking
along the 3700 block of West
32nd Street with a laundry
basket full of clothing,
headed to his family’s Little
Village home late on Nov. 12,
when someone driving a
silver ‘Jeep-style” vehicle
opened fire, hitting him four
times, police said.

Aguilar was taken to
Mount Sinai Hospital in
Chicago and later was pro-
nounced dead. An autopsy

found he died of multiple
gunshot wounds and his
death was ruled a homicide.

The shooting was likely
the result of “some sort of
mistaken identity” linked to
a long-standing gang con-
flict in the area, Cook
County prosecutors said in
December. Aguilar did not
have any gang ties. Nine-
teen-year-old Armando
Lopez, a reputed member of
the Latin Kings, was identi-
fied by police as the driver in
the drive-by shooting.
Lopez was ordered held
without bond.

In December, Brendan
Deenihan, head of detect-
ives for Chicago police, said
investigators “feel very
strongly” they identified the
shooter and were working
with the state’s attorney’s
office to collect more evi-
dence before pursuing addi-
tional charges.

No charges have since
been filed against the alleged
shooter.

“They have dropped the
ball” Montes Jr. said at the
news conference. “This case
is inconclusive and there are
many pieces missing from
the puzzle”

Holding back tears, Elvira
Aguilar said she has been
unable to deal with her son’s
death because of a lack of
closure and what she said is
a lack of urgency in deter-
mining who is responsible
for his death.

“I need justice for my son
who had no reason to be
targeted. I need help from
the police, the community. I
need justice, please” she
said.

Chicago Tribune’s Rosemary
Sobol and Megan Crepeau
contributed.

Elvira Aguilar, left, mother of Frank Aguilar, and his sister
Sharee Rangel arrange his memorial display Sunday.
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Robberies
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according to city crime
data.

In 2019, the entire Near
North patrol district,
which also includes the
Lincoln Park area, record-
ed 509 robberies, its most
in at least 10 years, the
official police statistics
show.

While that pales by com-
parison to certain pockets
of the city’s South and West
sides that struggle with
violent crime and poverty
— the West Side’s Harrison
District, for instance, saw at
least 720 robberies last year
— residents as well as
tourists expect better for an
area boasting the highest
real estate values in the city.

O’Shea told the Chicago
Tribune that robbers often
target unsuspecting pedes-
trians talking on their cell-
phones while oblivious to
their surroundings, snatch-
ing their phones away. In
other cases, they demand
money or other valuables
without displaying a weap-
on but threatening harm.
In the worst incidents, they
resort to violence, beating
up the victim.

One 59-year-old man,
for instance, was tackled
from behind as he walked
in the 200 block of East
Pearson Street on Dec. 30
and repeatedly punched on
the head by an attacker
who then rummaged
through his pockets, police
said.

The rash of robberies
has continued into 2020
with 23 for the entire Near
North patrol district in the
first 12 days of January, the
most over the last five years
for that period, the police
statistics show. Some hap-
pened within a block of
each other in the tony Gold
Coast, home to luxury con-
dominiums, lavish shops
and department stores, and
iconic landmarks such as
the Drake Hotel and the
former John Hancock Cen-
ter.

Some of the recent inci-
dents involved as many as
two or three suspects in
their late teens or 20s
teaming up on the rob-
beries before fleeing in a
white SUV or white sedan,
police said.

Just last Thursday, a
robber struck in broad day-
light in the 800 block of
North Dewitt Place near
Lake Shore Park, pushing a
70-year-old woman, grab-
bing her purse and fleeing
in a car east toward Lake
Shore Drive.

In recent years, particu-
larly during the summer,
police had to deal with
large groups of teens who
traveled mostly on the CTA
to the Magnificent Mile
and other high-end spots
on the Near North Side,
creating disturbances and,
in some cases, robbing
passersby.

But police said that in
the latest spate of rob-
beries, suspects typically
drive to the posh area by
car, often stolen, before
jumping out, holding up a
passerby and then quickly
driving off.

“One of the challenges
that we are facing is that
(the area) is right off Lake
Shore Drive” O’Shea told
the crowd at the communi-
ty meeting earlier this
month. “These people are
coming in stolen cars and
getting off the drive. They
are attacking people, and
they’re getting right on
Lake Shore Drive and go-
ing southbound.”

Police presence around
the Gold Coast, Magnifi-
cent Mile and Streeterville
areas has been beefed up
because of the spike in
robberies, O’Shea said. In
addition to plainclothes
tactical officers, O’Shea has
used undercover cops as
well as officers used to
saturate hot spots in parts
of the city seeing upticks in

crime. The department
also regularly assigns offi-
cers to overtime shifts
along North Michigan Ave-
nue.

Police offered practical
tips on being more vigilant.
Walk in well-lit areas. Don’t
travel alone. Wear your
purse under your coat. And
don’t be preoccupied with
that cellphone as you walk
about.

“He’s trying to size you
up,” Near North District
Officer Theresa Kelly
warned the crowd in a
booming voice. “To him,
youre just an unaware,
vulnerable victim.”

Victims should try their
best to remember a sus-
pect’s description. Accu-
rately recalling three fea-
tures would be better than
10 vague ones, police said.

Kelly suggested some
consider buying a personal
alarm, a small noise-mak-
ing device that fits in the
palm of your hand.

“She’s got five of them,”
the officer said of one of
attendees, drawing laugh-
ter from the crowd.

O’Shea explained how
police have to weigh the
risk of pursuing fleeing
robbery suspects in police
cars with the inherent dan-
ger to the public.

Still, he said, criminals
are too brazen to care about
any of that.

“They have no fear of the
police,” he told the crowd.
“No fear of prosecution.”

Some at the meeting
voiced concerns about
whether police and the
Cook County state’s attor-
ney’s office were doing
enough to deal with the
problem.

One man talked about
calling 911 after spotting a
crime in progress yet no
officers showed up. Others
groaned when police
talked about how prose-
cutors must approve before
felony charges can be filed.

After the meeting, one
woman who’s lived in the
Gold Coast/Streeterville
area for 16 years told a
Tribune reporter that she
can’t walk outdoors with-
out feeling uneasy.

Most of the recent spate
of Gold Coast robberies
occurred near Gary Os-
ifchin’s condo building. Be-
fore moving downtown last
month, he had lived in New
York City for 15 years and
said he never felt unsafe.

A marketing executive
by trade, Osifchin was
caught off guard by the
robbery spree and disap-
pointed at how vigilant he
needs to be in what he
thought was one Chicago’s
safest neighborhoods. He
said he’s even purchased a
personal alarm that blares
as loud as 130 decibels with
flashing lights.

“I came home Saturday
night from being out with
friends, and I made sure
that I just took an Uber
right to my door, that I
didn’t take the subway and
walk over,” Osifchin, who
attended the community
meeting, said in a later
telephone interview. “So 1
mean it’s already changing
my behavior?”

Realtor Stephen Di-
Padua, a Gold Coast resi-
dent for seven years, said
he worries about criminals
who “will approach anyone
at anytime.”

He wants a more robust
police presence in the area.

“When the commanders
are saying, ‘We’re doing our
best and we've identified a
white vehicle; that’s great,”
he said in a telephone
interview days after the
meeting. “But why aren’t
there more police dis-
patched into this neighbor-
hood to be able to roam the
neighborhood either on
foot, on bicycle, on horse-
back, on scooter, whatever
it is, so that we can eradi-
cate what we have going
on? This is a neighborhood
that is not used to it”

Jgorner@
chicagotribune.com

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Officers stand along North Michigan Avenue on Jan.13. In
2019, the entire Near North patrol district recorded 509
robberies, its most in at least 10 years, the official police

statistics show.

ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Enjoying rare snow, cold this winter

7-year-old Yehuda, last name not given, plays on top of a pile of snow Sunday in the West Rogers Park neighbor-
hood of Chicago. Although it was colder in Chicago than it has been any time this winter — the mercury hasn’t
dropped this low since March 4, meteorologist Gino Izzi said — temperatures will be on an upward trend and
rebound to near-normal conditions by Wednesday.

U of I campus broadens eligibility for free tuition

BY DAWN RHODES

University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign is
raising the minimum in-
come to qualify for its free
tuition program, one day
after university trustees
raised in-state tuition for
the first time in six years.

The Illinois Commit-
ment program, first imple-
mented in the fall, awards
four years of full tuition
and fees for admitted in-
state students whose fam-
ily income is $61,000 or
less.

Now students will be
able to qualify if their
family makes up to
$67,000.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker said
Friday the move to raise
the income threshold by

10% came at his request to
the board of trustees. The
new eligibility rules go into
effect for the fall 2020
academic term.

“A central priority for
me in this office is making
college affordable for
those who can least afford
it,)” Pritzker said Friday at
an unrelated event. “That
means now more than half
of the households in the
state will qualify for free
tuition.”

U. of I officials con-
firmed Pritzker’s an-
nouncement in a press
release later Friday. More
than 30% of students in the
current freshman class
and new transfer students
were eligible for the pro-
gram this year, according
to the press release.

Illinois Commitment
covers tuition for any pro-
gram — areas like engi-
neering typically charge
more — but not room and
board, books and course or
laboratory fees, which can
nearly double the cost of
college.

For instance, the posted
tuition and fees for an
Illinois resident at Ur-
bana-Champaign this year
ranges from $16,000 to
$21,000. Once you add
room and board, course
materials and other ex-
penses, the total cost is
from $31,000 to about
$36,000.

The funding is good for
up to four years of uninter-
rupted enrollment for new
students and three years
for transfer students, pro-

vided they make satis-
factory progress toward a
degree.

The U. of L. is spending
$4 million each of the next
four years to support Illi-
nois Commitment, offi-
cials have said. Funding
comes from a mix of uni-
versity, state and federal
dollars.

“We are grateful for the
partnership and continued
support from the state that
will allow us to continue to
raise the qualifying income
level to ensure that modest
and middle-income fam-
ilies in Illinois had access
to an affordable Illinois
education,” officials said in
anews release.

drhodes@

chicagotribune.com

Harmon
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suburbs. The late Phil Rock,
who presided over the
chamber from 1979 to 1993,
also was from Oak Park. He
was succeeded Dby
Republican Pate Phillip of
Wood Dale, then by
Chicago Democrats Emil
Jones Jr. and Cullerton.

Harmon, an attorney,
was first elected to the
Senate in 2002. Among his
top legislative
accomplishments, Harmon
counts campaign finance
reform and putting an end
to juvenile life sentences
without the possibility of
parole. He also pointed to
his role in advancing one of
Gov. JB. Pritzker’s top
agenda items, a ballot
question this November
asking whether the state
should amend the
Constitution to allow for a
graduated-rate income tax.

Neither Lightford nor
Harmon had rounded up
the necessary 30 votes
going into Sunday’s
election. Lightford gained
key public supporters early
in Democratic Sens. Andy
Manar of Bunker Hill and
Heather Steans of Chicago.
But Harmon appeared to
have more momentum in
the final runup to Sunday’s
vote.

Seven Democratic
senators, largely from
Chicago and the suburbs,
on Friday announced they
would back Harmon.
Harmon said last week he
was confident he had
“critical mass” needed to
take the leadership post.

Sen. Emil Jones III, who
supported Harmon going
into Sunday’s selection, said
that at midafternoon on
Sunday negotiations were
ongoing and that tensions
were high.

After an initial caucus
vote that put Harmon
ahead of Lightford and then
hours of negotiations
behind closed doors,
Lightford conceded to
Harmon.

Two months of heavy
campaigning for the job by
Lightford and Harmon
culminated with Lightford
nominating Harmon as the
next Senate president

Sunday evening, and the
two veteran senators, who
represent neighboring
districts, embracing on the
floor. Lightford will remain
majority leader under
Harmon, the No. 2 position
in the caucus, Harmon said
Sunday night.

Harmon hasn’t said who
else will serve on his
leadership team.

“We built a coalition
ticket reflecting the
diversity of our caucus,”
Harmon said,
characterizing the flurry of
activity that took place over
hours behind closed doors
on Sunday. “We worked
through some of those
rough edges and I'm very
pleased everyone came
together in the end, and that
everybody will have a voice

and a role” in the Senate
moving forward.
Democrats left

Springfield in June after
passing a number of key
policy initiatives on
Pritzker’s agenda, but by
the time lawmakers
returned in the fall,
multiple Democratic
lawmakers had drawn
federal scrutiny.

Sen. Tom Cullerton of
Villa Park had been indicted
on embezzlement charges
for allegations he drew a
salary and benefits from the
Teamsters union despite
doing little to no work.
Federal agents had raided
then-Sen. Martin
Sandoval’s office at the
Capitol. And former Rep.
Luis Arroyo had been
arrested on a federal
bribery charge after a state
senator wore a wire for the
FBI and recorded Arroyo. A
source has told the Chicago

JUSTIN L. FOWLER/THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER
Don Harmon takes the oath of office to become the next lllinois Senate President on Sunday.

Tribune that Sen. Terry
Link, a Vernon Hills
Democrat, was the one
wearing the wire, though
Link has vehemently
denied it.

Cullerton and Arroyo
have pleaded not guilty.
Sandoval has not been
charged with any
wrongdoing,

In an interview with the
Tribune last week, Harmon
said he thinks statements of
economic interest
lawmakers complete could
be improved “to be more
useful and clear”

“There’s also the
observation that people are
being arrested for breaking
existing laws. And I’'m not
yet sure what new laws we
would need to stop this bad
behavior” Harmon said.
“Clearly, there are areas
with elected officials
doubling as lobbyists that
causes me great concern.
And some of that might
come out through a better
statement of economic
interest. But perhaps we
need to erect stronger
constraints on the ability to
be on both sides of the
transaction.”

In addition to dealing
with any further fallout
from the federal probe, the
Senate leader will have to
navigate issues from
property tax relief to
Illinois’ massive pension
debt over the coming
months and years, as well as
the task of redrawing
legislative district
boundaries after the 2020
census.

Despite hinting at
retirement plans a few
years ago, Cullerton
surprised his caucus and

staff by announcing in
November, moments after
the Senate adjourned for
the year, that he planned to
retire in January. Cullerton
submitted his resignation
Sunday evening, and
stepped away from the
Senate podium to a
standing ovation from
senators on both sides of
the aisle.

“I've enjoyed working
with all of you —
Republicans and
Democrats alike — we’ve
accomplished a great deal
together,” Cullerton said.
“Now it’s time for me to
move on — my
grandchildren await. And T
look forward to seeing what
all of you will do next.”

After being sworn in as
Cullerton’s successor,
Harmon called Cullerton “a
friend and a mentor, and we
will all miss you.”

The new Senate
president needed support
from a majority of the
chamber’s 59 members.
Democrats currently hold
40 of those seats.
Republicans nominated
Senate Minority Leader Bill
Brady, and cast their votes
for Senate president on the
floor for Brady. Brady,
though, voted for Harmon.
The full Senate vote came
down 37-12 for Harmon.

In a statement Sunday,
Brady said he looks forward
to meeting with Harmon
“to discuss the important
issues facing our state, such
as the need for fair maps,
policies that attract
businesses and grow jobs,
and real property tax relief”

The General Assembly’s
legislative session begins on
Jan. 28.
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If you believe your only options are agonizing knee pain or surgery... You are WRONG!
Thousands of Chicagoland Boomers and Seniors are now

getting knee pain RELIEF, INSTEAD of knee replacement.

It turns out, the secret of enjoying the
“golden years” is NOT simply having a
giant nest egg for retirement Why?

Recent research showed that Baby
Boomers and seniors who lead an active
lifestyle during retirement, and continue
doing the things they truly enjoy, free of
pain, ARE happier, regardless of income
level or wealth.

And truth be told, people who don’t
have their mobility to enjoy their favorite
activities at that age, all the money in the
world won’t bring true happiness.

We know this because we hear people
say this over and over again at the
Joint Relief Institute in Orland Park.
Comments like this . . .

“| didn’t know how much LIFE and
SLEEP | was missing because of my
knee pain, until it went away with this
wonderful treatment.”

— George R.

You know how itis...

You start to recognize your knee is
hurting, and you try pain medicines, braces,
or different over-the-counter arthritis
supplements. Soon enough, you realize
they either cause lots of side effects, or
they fail to live up to their promise of fast,
long-lasting relief, and are not worth the
price of the bottle they come in.

And BECAUSE you’d prefer
NOT to go under the knife . ..

And can’t afford to be put in bed for
several weeks, and because you know
people who still hurt EVEN after surgery . . .
you give up, and learn to live with the pain.
BUT, you miss out on things you enjoy doing,
and lose your golden years one activity at
atime.

With less activity, comes weight gain, and
depression . . . Yes, you can put up with this
ache in your knee, but the cost of doing
nothing about it is HUGE. You are not doing
yourself a favor by “toughing it out.”

“Six months later, | found out the
one thing between me and losing
20 Ibs, WAS my knee pain”
— Mary T.

“Every day was hard. | couldn’tenjoy
my favorite activities anymore. But
thankfully, now I'm back in full form.
| am doing yard work for the first
time in years!” — Phil M.

What are my options if | don’t

want to undergo surgery?

Today we live in an age with tremendous
technology advances, and that’s what
Joint Relief Institute doctors use to put
new life and energy into failing knee
joints.

Using precise, advanced imaging, they
gently place an all natural joint lubricant
directly inside your knee to replace
the lost fluid that’s causing your pain.
This treatment has proven to have a very
high rate of success.

However, it HAS to be done right
with advanced imaging . . .
A recent study examined trained

Advanced Digital technology is used to
eliminate a HUGE percentage of treatment
failures. Every treatment at Joint Relief Institute
iS pin-pointed to the damaged area inside the
knee. The doctors see the medication live as it
goes to help the troubled joint.

doctors and surgeons who attempted
these injections without using advanced
imaging. Instead, they simply felt the
knee with their fingers and BLINDLY
delivered the replacement fluid.

The study revealed that these doctors
missed the target most of the time . . .
In fact, 30% of the time, they didn’t even

Alternative to the knife for your knee pain? Non-Surgical treatment success rate soars after using new digital technology

place the treatment inside the joint.
Yes THIRTY percent. It is not a typo.

Even after missing the target, they had no
way of knowing they missed, because they
are not SEEING it with advanced imaging.

That means these patients went away
thinking they had received a life-changing
treatment, and, in fact, did not get any
benefit at all. Even worse, many of them
went on to have surgery they didn’t need.

How did Joint Relief Institute
find the Antidote to this
MISERABLE failure . . .

The doctors at the Joint Relief Institute
are trained in using cutting-edge low
dose motion digital imaging. These highly
skilled, Board Certified doctors are able to
see into the knee joint. They actually watch
the medicine, live, as it goes where it
needs to be. This technology is so precise,
so advanced, and so forefront that it was
able to make a whole difference in Non-
surgical treatments.

“We’ve had so many patients tell us
they RECEIVED treatments like Synvisc
or Orthovisc in the past, and it didn’t
work. So they were considering surgery,
and some even had surgery scheduled.
Luckily, we were able to save many of
those people from the knife.” Said Dr
Mike Hana at the Joint Relief Institute.

Joint Relief Institute’s proven accuracy
and effective treatment is why people are
traveling hundreds of miles to get knee
pain treatment from their Doctors.

Why did Knee treatments from
Joint Relief Institute hecome
the talk of the town?

Many seniors walk out feeling better
than they have in years! So as you might
imagine, when their friends see them
move easier, walk further, sleep better
and are happier, they want it also.

Only days after this treatment, people
usually notice a decrease in: Pain...
Stiffness...Muscle weakness... Swelling...
Locked joints... Reduced range of motion...
and Cracking sounds.

Most patients who receive the treatment
are able to live pain free for up to 6
months, and some even get relief for 3-5
years with NO additional treatments.

How does the treatment
help relieve your joint pain...

It's pretty simple, really. You see, when
you’re young, you have a thick, fluid
protein inside your knee joints to lubricate
them as you move.

This fluid also acts as a cushion and
shock absorber inside your knee. It's
called synovial fluid, and it works much
like the oil in a car’s engine to keep all the
parts moving freely, without friction.

However, as you age, this fluid dries out,
leaving your bones to painfully rub and
grind against each other with every step.
And unfortunately, there’s no way for the
joint to make more.

After years of trusted service in moving
you everywhere you need to go, you start to
feel a subtle ache in your knees with certain
activities like kneeling down, or getting out
of the car. With time, it becomes a constant

Medicare and insurance guidelines followed.

ache. If left untreated, it can keep you
awake at night, and hurt with every step.

The good news is, researchers
discovered an almost identical, all natural
lubricating fluid called Hyaluronic acid.
It has been proven in numerous clinical
studies to act as a natural lubricant in
your joints.

It's FDA approved and is a perfect cushion
and shock absorber for your joints. Once
it’s correctly placed inside your knee,
it can make them feel just like new again,
eliminate any rubbing and friction, and
make your joints glide smoothly.

Are there any side effects to this
treatment? Is the treatment painful?

After numbing the skin with a special
spray, Joint Relief’s imaging technology
makes this treatment virtually painless.
And because you are getting a supplement
for a protein we are all born having, there
are NO known after effects.

If you received this kind of treatment in the
past, and it didn’t relieve your pain, there is a
BIG chance the medication landed somewhere
around, but not INSIDE, the joint where it can’t
help you.

That is right, this is a quick, natural
long-lasting, non-invasive, non-surgical
treatment with NO known side effects...

Is it true? Could it be that this
natural treatment cost NOTHING
or very little out of pocket?

Yes! More good news besides the pain
relief is that because this non-surgical
pain relief program has already proven to
help thousands of seniors, Medicare and
other insurance plans pay for ALL or most
of the cost of the treatment. So, there is
very likely LITTLE or NO COST to you for
this in-office treatment.

Here is what you need to
do if you or a loved one is
suffering with knee pain...
Call now for a free screening...

If you or a loved one is suffering with
knee pain, this could be the blessed relief
you're looking for. You are personally
invited to a FREE knee pain screening
from the Joint Relief Institute doctors to
see if you are a good candidate for this
all-natural, highly-precise treatment.

Due to high demand, they can only offer
a limited number of FREE screens every
month. So if you’re interested, Call now
(708) 963-0064.

Waiting will not
help you feel hetter...

This ache in your knees could be a sign
of serious damage and people who choose
to simply “tough it out” will definitely see
their knees deteriorate further over time.
The one thing we know is: The damage
will NEVER undo itself without some help.

Your screening will only take about
20-30 minutes of your time, as one of
their doctors sits down with you and
answers all the questions you have about
your knees.

On the day of your treatment, you’ll be
able to come in on your own, and be done
within 30 minutes or less. No pain. No
problem driving yourself home. m

JRI Doctors see live into the knee joint. Even
you will be able to tell the medicine went
where it needs to be. No guess work, no
poking around, the medicine cushion lubricate
and help heal the damaged knee.

© 2015 Joint Relief Institute.

ORLAND PARK
60 Orland Square Drive, Suite 101

0AK BROOK
600 W. 22nd Street, Suite 102

Call now (708) 963-0064

to schedule your free screening.
You can be pain free!

NOSOTROS HABLAMOS ESPANOL
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Shortages
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factors, including the state’s
previously small but rapidly
growing medical market,
the limited number of
stores and having just six
months to prepare.

One of the chief sponsors
of the law, state Sen.
Heather Steans, said initial
shortages were to be ex-
pected following similar ex-
periences in other states.

“Hopefully, within six
months or a year or two, the
supply gets ramped up so
you’re not having the same
challenges,” Steans said.
“There’s an initial burst of
excitement from the public,
so some of it is the nature of
the beast”

In other states, while
severe scarcities dissipated
within days or weeks of the
initial rush, in some cases it
still took months to ramp up
production to meet de-
mand.

As in Illinois, at least one
shop in Colorado ran out of
weed within days of legal-
ization in January 2014. A
study showed the legal in-
dustry was supplying only
about two-thirds of the to-
tal demand that first year,
with the rest coming from
the illicit market. But the
outages were largely ironed
out by springtime, and the
state has since reached
more of a balance between
supply and demand, said

Jim Burack, director of Col-
orado’s Marijuana Enforce-
ment Division.

The key difference with
Illinois is that Colorado
started its program with
about 200 growers, almost
10 times as many as in
Illinois. The Rocky Moun-
tain State also opened with
about 145 licensed retail

shops, compared with only
37 operating retail stores in
Illinois. Colorado now has
hundreds of growers and
shops.

Elsewhere, other factors
have slowed the rollout of
legalization. When Califor-
nia required growers to
meet new testing require-
ments for potency and pes-

ticides in 2018 and 2019,
news media reported, in-
creases in testing wait times
and test failures caused a
product shortage. Once the
labs expanded capacity and
cultivators were able to
conform with the more
stringent requirements, the
supply caught up.
Washington opened its

GRAND RE-OPENING

Celebrate our newly remodeled Wheaton store
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Customers wait in line to enter Sunnyside in Lakeview on Jan. 2. The tight market in lllinois is expected to continue.

retail pot program in 2014
with only about 20 stores,
initially causing long lines,
widespread shortages and
high prices. But it had about
80 growers, and its market
stabilized after more li-
censes were issued quickly,
said Brian Smith, spokes-
man for the Washington
State Liquor and Cannabis
Board.

People initially thought
the program had failed, but
now the state has 1,100
growers and 500 or so
stores, supplies have surged
and prices have dropped
steadily, Smith said.

He urged patience with
the market. “There were a
lot of people overreacting to
how we got started,” Smith
said.

In Canada, which started
legal pot sales of flower in
October 2018, some stores
began running out of prod-
uct within hours. Shortages
were still rampant weeks
later, and provinces limited
hours of operation or cut off
issuing new licenses.

Late last year, Canada
allowed cannabis edibles,
vaping products and ex-
tracts for the first time. Yet
news reports, blaming slow
and strict regulatory en-
forcement, say it could be
two years or more before
Canada gets an adequate
supply.

Given the history else-
where, analysts saw supply
problems coming to the
Midwest. A study of the
Illinois market commis-
sioned by lawmakers last
year predicted that existing
growers could meet only
about half of peak demand
for legal weed. Even grow-
ers and lawmakers warned
there would be a lack of
supply. But the Medical
Cannabis Alliance of Illi-
nois, representing the in-
dustry, convinced lawmak-
ers there was no need for
new full-size licenses.

Pam Althoff, executive
director of the Cannabis
Business Association of Illi-
nois, predicted that legal
growers could meet de-
mand before new licenses
are issued in May. “There’s
always bumps with new
things, but I think it’s going
extraordinarily well” she
said.

Many factors worked
against meeting the de-
mand immediately, she
said. Cultivators wanted to
begin legalization in April
to have time to ramp up
production, but lawmakers
wanted to start Jan. 1, she
said. Also last year, the
number of medical canna-
bis patients roughly
doubled, increasing de-
mand and causing shortag-
es even before legalization.

It took months for grow-
ers to get permission to
expand and start growing,
with some not licensed un-
til Dec. 23. It takes about
four months to grow and
process cannabis, so Althoff
hopes new crops will be
harvested by spring.

Other industry members
are not so optimistic. Grow-
ers note the entire process
of getting permits, building
or expanding a warehouse,
and producing a crop can
take a year or more. One
medical cultivator only
started growing last year,
four years after medical pot
licenses were issued.

Lawmakers authorized
up to 40 new small “craft”
growers, initially limited to
5000 square feet, com-
pared with 210,000 square
feet for existing growers.
But those craft grower li-
censes aren’t required to be

“... most people
are just happy
they can come
into a store and
buy legally.
They're willing
to abide by these
growing pains.”

— Kris Krane, president of
4Front Ventures

approved until July 1, while
75 new stores will be ap-
proved by May 1.

Business applicants will
get bonus points toward a
license if they are “social
equity” applicants, mean-
ing people who have been
disproportionately hurt by
the war on drugs, including
those from poor areas or
those who’ve been arrested
for low-level pot offenses.

Social equity applicants
also will pay half the licens-
ing fees and will be eligible
for startup loans. Those
loans will be financed by
the licensing fees paid by
existing businesses — that’s
partly why the law allowed
the medical shops to open
first, Steans said. In addi-
tion, state regulators had
already done background
checks on the existing
growers and shops, where-
as new licensees will have
to undergo extensive vet-
ting.

On the other side of the
equation, demand for legal
cannabis in the first week of
sales in Illinois was among
the highest of any state,
with $20 million sold in the
first 12 days. Even before
recreational sales started,
medical cannabis patients
were stocking up, in some
cases clearing out products
at dispensaries.

State marijuana czar Toi
Hutchinson noted the
strong sales and pointed out
that Illinois had far more
stores than its nearest com-
petitor, Michigan, which
opened its market late last
year with only four shops.

In response to concerns
by some medical patients
that they can’t find the
products they want,
Hutchinson emphasized
that stores are required to
reserve a one-month inven-
tory of cannabis for pa-
tients, or face fines or other
discipline.

But state regulation isn’t
the only issue. Compound-
ing the problem in Illinois,
some medical dispensaries
have gotten state licenses to
sell recreational cannabis
but were prevented from
selling it by local govern-
ments.

Adding another degree of
difficulty, it’s not an ideal
time to raise money for
expansions.

The value of publicly
traded cannabis companies
in Canada, where marijua-
na is legal, has fallen to a
fraction of what it was in
2018. Investors now want to
see profits rather than just
growth projections, indus-
try members said, and are
stingier with their money.

Because it can take a year
to get a grow house up to
full capacity, cannabis in-
dustry research firm New
Frontier Data is not project-
ing a full supply in Illinois
for one to two years, senior
economist Beau Whitney
said.

“You fix it by issuing
additional licenses,“ he
said. Until then, he added,
“look for continued con-
straints on supply, higher-
than-market prices and a
robust illicit market”

To preserve inventory
and stay open, many retail-
ers have imposed limits on
how much customers can
buy. Last week, Mission
Dispensary in Chicago’s
South Shore neighborhood
held people to $200 maxi-
mum purchases, 4.5 grams
of flower, 100 milligrams of
edibles and two vaping car-
tridges, said Kris Krane,
president of 4Front Ven-
tures, which runs the store.

For the shortest wait
times, he advised shopping
on a Monday or Tuesday
afternoon — after lunch but
before work lets out.

“You definitely get a little
grumbling, ‘I waited in line
for an hour and all T could
buy was this much, ” Krane
said. “But most people are
just happy they can come
into a store and buy legally.
They’re willing to abide by
these growing pains. People
might be more upset three
or four months from now (if
shortages continue). But we
can’t grow the plants any
faster”
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Clerk of court candidate files
ethics complaint against rival

Democratic Party’s pick is accused of
accepting $120K in improper donations

BY ELYSSA CHERNEY

Michael Cabonargi, the
Cook County Democratic
Party’s pick to become the
next clerk of the circuit
court, is the subject of a
new ethics complaint alleg-
ing he accepted more than
$120,000 of improper cam-
paign donations from peo-
ple who argued property
tax appeals before him at
the county’s Board of Re-
view, where he is an
elected commissioner.

The complaint was filed
Thursday with the Cook
County Board of Ethics,
submitted by the friend of
another candidate, Jacob
Meister, who is also run-
ning for circuit court clerk.
The board’s executive di-
rector has 30 days to deter-
mine if the allegations mer-
it investigation, according
to the county website.

During a news confer-
ence held outside the
Board of Review on Friday,
Meister described the 21-
page complaint as a “fan-
tastic dossier of Michael
Cabonargi’s history of en-
gaging in pay-to-play gov-
ernment over many years.”

Rebecca Evans, a
spokeswoman for the
Cabonargi campaign, said
late Friday that the allega-
tions in the complaint wer-
en’t true and accused Mei-
ster of peddling false infor-
mation.

“The fundraising law
has changed three times
since Mike has been on the
board and each time he’s
complied,” Evans said in an
email.

A Wilmette resident,
Cabonargi has served on
the Board of Review, a
quasi-judicial body that
hears appeals to property
tax assessments and has
the authority to lower
them, since 2011. He
earned the Cook County
Democratic Party’s en-
dorsement to replace out-
going Circuit Court Clerk
Dorothy Brown, whose of-

fice has been mired in a
federal corruption investi-
gation over the last four
years.

The complaint against
Cabonargi cites three let-
ters issued to him by the
county ethics board since
2017 that found a total of
126 campaign donation
violations. The notices list
the excess contributions
that were improperly ac-
cepted — many from Chi-
cago law firms — and in-
struct Cabonargi to return
the money within 30 days
or face a fine.

Per county regulations,
candidates seeking office
cannot accept more than
$750 during each phase of
the election cycle from a
person who has recently
done businesses with the
county or plans to do so.

In the notices to
Cabonargi, the ethics board
lists donations of $1,500
made by people who ap-
peared before the Board of
Review. The ethics board
said in the letters that it
cross-referenced the Illi-
nois State Board of Elec-
tions contribution data
with the Board of Review’s
online case data to identify
the violations.

The Chicago Tribune re-
ported reported in 2018
that Cabonargi was asked
by the ethics board to
return nearly $69,000 of
contributions exceeding
the ethics cap.

The newly filed com-
plaint to the ethics board
also claim that instead of
returning the money as
instructed, Cabonargi fun-
neled thousands of dollars
into another political com-
mittee, the Fund for 9th
District Democrats, that is
managed by associates of
Cabonargi’s campaign
fund.

The Fund for 9th Dis-
trict Democrats, the com-
plaint notes, shares many
of the same contributors to
Cabonargi’s campaign
fund, including “overlap-

ping donors specifically
within the property tax
legal field,” and was cre-
ated after Cabonargi was
cited by the ethics board in
2017

Cabonargi’s campaign
produced a 2018 letter
from the ethics board
showing the contributions
that exceeded the allowed
amounts had been re-
turned.

“Our opponent has given
himself $145,000 of his
own wealth to pad his
campaign, and what does
he have to show for it? A
word document covered in
lies that he’s been trying
desperately — and unsuc-
cessfully — to peddle since
the summertime,”
Cabonargi’s campaign
statement said. “Mike is
proud to have the support
of a variety of people and
organizations: labor
groups, progressive elected
officials and Personal PAC.
While our opponent ob-
sesses over spun up fabri-
cations, Mike is focused on
the biggest issues in this
race and how he can trans-
form the Clerk of the
Courts office to foster ac-
cess to justice.”

The field of Democrats
vying to become the nomi-
nee for circuit court clerk
in the March 17 primary
also includes Richard
Boykin, a former Cook
County commissioner, and
state Sen. Iris Martinez.
Barbara Bellar is the sole
Republican running for the
position.

echerney@
chicagotribune.com
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Need a sitter? Nix your campalgn funds

Child care costs not
always ensured for
moms up for office

By LINDSAY
‘WHITEHURST AND
CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY
Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY —
When Kimberly Dudik ran
for her fourth term in the
Montana House, state offi-
cials told her she could not
use campaign money to pay
for child care for her four
young children.

She is now running for
attorney general and is try-
ing to visit a big chunk of
the sprawling state, spend-
ing hours on the road. That
means she needs even more
help picking up her kids at
school and day care when
she’s away and her husband
has a late night at the office.

“It just seems behind the
times,” said Dudik, whose
family is living off her
husband’s income and sav-
ings from her work as a
lawyer. “When it was a man
campaigning, the woman
was traditionally the one to
stay home and take care of
the children. There is not
someone home just taking
care of the kids”

Experts predict a large
number of women will
again run for office in 2020
like they did in 2018, and
child care remains a hurdle
for many of them.

A congressional candi-
date in New York success-
fully petitioned the Federal
Election Commission in
2018 to allow campaign
money to help cover child
care costs. But it applies
only to those running for
federal office.

That leaves women in
many states who are run-
ning for the Legislature,
statewide positions like at-

torney general or local of-
fices to find another way to
pay for child care as they
campaign, which often re-
quires night and weekend
work.

Only six states have laws
specifically allowing cam-
paign money to be used for
child care. Five states are
considering it. In most
states, including Montana,
the law is silent on the issue
and up to interpretation by
agencies or boards. Agen-
cies in at least nine states
have allowed child care to
be a campaign-related ex-
pense, but those decisions
are not law and could be
reversed.

Utah is among the states
that passed a gender-neu-
tral child care expense law,
which went into effect last
May. Sponsored by Repub-
lican state Rep. Craig Hall, it
easily passed the GOP-
dominated legislature.

Luz Escamilla was one of
the first candidates to use it
as she campaigned to be-
come the first Latina mayor
of Salt Lake City. Escamilla
had to take time off from
her full-time banking job to
knock on doors and shake
hands as she made her case
to voters.

Without a paycheck, it
was hard to cover the cost
of child care for her two
youngest daughters. After
the law was passed, she
used about $1,500 in cam-
paign cash over two months
to help pay for it. The extra
time she could spend cam-
paigning helped propel her
to a spot in the general
election, though she lost in
November.

“Full-time campaigning
during the summer with
toddlers, it makes it really
difficult,” Escamilla said,
adding of the law: “It was a
great tool in our toolbox.”

Lawmakers in Minne-

sota added child care as an
allowable expense in 2018,
while Colorado, New York,
New Hampshire and Cali-
fornia passed laws in 2019.

Before Colorado allowed
campaign cash to be used
for child care, Amber Mc-
Reynolds, a former chief
elections official in Denver,
was contemplating a bid for
statewide office in 2017
The costs of child care were
a considerable concern as a
single mother of two young
children.

For that and other rea-
sons, McReynolds decided
against running.

“When we look at the
statistics in terms of repre-
sentatives in Congress or
statewide office and you
don’t see single moms in
that category, that’s why,”
said McReynolds, who is
CEO of a nonprofit. “The
circumstances are just that
much more difficult when
you are in politics.”

The policy also can help

BRANDON CRUZ/LUZ ESCAMILLA CAMPAIGN
Utah lawmaker and former Salt Lake City mayoral candidate Luz Escamilla, shown with
her husband and three of her children, was among the first candidates to use a new Utah
law that allows campaign money to be used for child care.

fathers running for office in
families where both par-
ents work.

Jean Sinzdak, associate
director of the Center for
American Women and Poli-
tics at Rutgers University,
said the record number of
women who ran for office
in 2018 has helped drive the
issue. Still, lawmakers in a
number of states have re-
sisted the change.

In Tennessee, the spon-
sor of a measure to add
child care to the list of
approved campaign ex-
penses faced a skeptical
audience during a subcom-
mittee hearing last spring.

“If they aren’t running
for office because they can’t
find child care, how are
they going to do the job
down here?” asked state
Rep. John Crawford, a Re-
publican from Kingsport,
Tennessee.

The sponsor, Democratic
state Rep. Jason Powell,
said he introduced the pro-

posal after people he tried
to recruit to run for City
Council in Nashville de-
clined because child care
needs kept them from cam-
paigning.

“T hate that people in our
state feel like they can’t run
for office because they may
or may not be able to use
their campaign funds for a
child care expense,” Powell
said.

The measure failed to
advance after a split vote of
the all-male subcommittee.

In Louisiana, Demo-
cratic state House candi-
date Morgan Lamandre
had her request denied by
the state ethics board even
though it allowed a Repub-
lican man to claim cam-
paign-related child care ex-
penses in 2000. Members,
who were not on the panel
two decades ago and didn’t
have to follow the previous
decision, said they were
concerned it could be
abused.

After a backlash, the
board reversed itself.

While she’s used cam-
paign funds to pay for child
care a few times, Lamandre
said it’s not a panacea for
smaller races where candi-
dates might have to choose
between paying a babysitter
or buying basics like lawn
signs.

“It’s helpful, but it’s not a
slam-dunk,” she said.

Liuba Grechen-Shirley,
who unsuccessfully ran for
Congress on eastern Long
Island and whose FEC peti-
tion led to child care ex-
penses being allowed for
federal candidates, started a
group called Vote Mama to
help mothers running for
public office and hopes one
day the expense is allowed
in every state.

States now considering
proposals include New Jer-
sey, Illinois, Ohio, Rhode
Island and Massachusetts.

Caitlin Clarkson Pereira
tried a similar approach to
Grechen-Shirley’s, but
ended up suing Connecti-
cut after aboard denied her
request. She was told she
couldn’t use campaign
money to pay for child care
for her young daughter
during her state House race
in 2018, which she ulti-
mately lost.

Connecticut officials
cited a program that allows
candidates to tap taxpayer
money after they raise a
certain amount on their
own. With public money
involved, the state says
child care should be consid-
ered a personal expense.

Pereira argued that it
should be considered as
necessary as meals or trav-
el.

Despite an eleventh-
hour push last year by
Connecticut Gov. Ned Lam-
ont, lawmakers failed to
pass the policy.
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Medical staff members carry a patient into a hospital on Saturday in Wuhan, China. A
pneumonialike virus believed to have originated from the city has left two people dead.

17 more people afflicted by
mysterious virus in China

By JAVIER C.
HERNANDEZ
The New York Times

BELJING — Chinese au-
thorities said Sunday that 17
more people had been in-
fected with a mysterious
new virus, raising questions
about how it is being trans-
mitted and adding to con-
cerns about the spread of
the illness before China’s
busiest travel season.

The announcement — by
the health commission in
Wuhan, a central Chinese
city where the virus origi-
nated last month — comes
amid growing worry among
some experts that the out-
break of the illness, the
pneumonialike coronavirus,
could be more severe than
China’s government has de-
scribed.

The virus has killed two
people, according to official
statistics released Sunday.
But authorities and media
reports early Monday said
the total number of infected
people has topped 200, with
two of the new cases re-
ported in Beijing and anoth-
er in Shenzhen.

With hundreds of mil-
lions of people in China
expected to travel for the
Lunar New Year holiday,
which begins Friday, public

health officials are working
to stop a major outbreak.

China’s central govern-
ment sought Sunday to re-
assure the public that it had
the situation under control.
In Beijing’s most extensive
remarks on the virus since
the outbreak last month, the
National Health Commis-
sion said that experts
agreed that an epidemic

as “still preventable and
controllable”

Still, the commission ac-
knowledged that the source
of the virus and its path of
transmission were not fully
understood. “The mutation
of the virus still needs to be
closely monitored,” the
statement said.

The virus already ap-
pears to have spread outside
China. Officials in Thailand
and Japan have confirmed
three cases involving people
who have traveled through
Wuhan.

The health commission
in Wuhan said in a state-
ment Sunday that the 17
infected people had begun
showing symptoms of the
coronavirus as recently as
last week. Three are in
critical condition, the com-
mission said.

Most people with the
infection have contracted it
through exposure to ani-

mals at a market in Wuhan
that sells seafood and live
animals, authorities said.

Health experts are study-
ing whether the virus can
spread from human to hu-
man on a broad scale.

The World Health Or-
ganization said Sunday that
while its analysis indicated
that limited transmission of
the virus is possible, it
remains unclear whether it
can easily spread from one
person to another.

The health commission
in Wuhan said Sunday that
some people who had come
down with the virus had no
exposure to the market.

That acknowledgment
raises the possibility that
the virus could be present in
other markets in Wuhan,
experts said.

“If you cannot find the
source and control the
source of the virus, you
cannot extinguish the fire,”
said David Hui, director of
the Stanley Ho Center for
Emerging Infectious Dis-
eases at the Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong,

Hui said the risk of wide-
spread human-to-human
transmission appeared to be
low.

The Associated Press con-
tributed.

Several competing groups are
expected at Virginia gun rally

BY SARAH RANKIN
Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. —
State officials and U.S. hate-
monitoring groups are
warning about the poten-
tial for violence ahead of a
gun-rights rally in Virginia
that’s expected to draw a
mix of militias, firearms
advocates and white su-
premacists to Richmond.

Citing credible threats of
violence, Gov. Ralph
Northam declared a tem-
porary state of emergency
days ahead of Monday’s
rally, banning all weapons,
including guns, from Capi-
tol Square.

Virginia’s solicitor gen-
eral last week said law
enforcement had identified
“credible evidence” armed
out-of-state groups
planned to come to Virginia
with the possible intention
of participating in a “violent
insurrection.”

Online, threats of vi-
olence have been “ramp-
ant” among anti-govern-
ment and far-right groups,
according to the Southern
Poverty Law Center, which
tracks white supremacists
and other extremists. Con-
spiracy theories and other
misinformation have also
proliferated.

Organizers of an annual
vigil at the Capitol for the
victims of gun violence said
Friday they have canceled
their event this year be-
cause of fears of “armed
insurrectionists.“

Meanwhile, the gun-
rights group that has
planned the event is urging
peace.

A look at some of the
groups involved:

Virginia Citizens De-
fense League: The Vir-
ginia Citizens Defense
League, an influential
grassroots gun-rights or-
ganization with a long
record in the state, has been
the leading force behind
Monday’s rally.

Each year on the Martin
Luther King Jr. holiday the
group holds a lobby day,

STEVE HELBER/AP

Police patrol Capitol Square on Sunday in Richmond, Va. A
gun-rights rally is slated for Monday in the capital city.

typically attended by sev-
eral hundred gun enthusi-
asts who rally and meet
with lawmakers to discuss
legislation. This year’s
event is expected to draw
an enormous crowd.

The VCDL has donated
over $200,000 to state law-
makers since 2002, records
show. The group has em-
phasized the rally is in-
tended to be peaceful and
urged members not to
bring long guns, saying they
would be a “distraction.”

“The eyes of the nation
and the world are on Vir-
ginia and VCDL right now
and we must show them
that gun owners are not the
problem,” the group wrote
in a recent email to its
members.

Gun Owners of America:
The influential pro-gun
group Gun Owners of
America describes itself as
the only “no-compromise”
gun lobby in Washington
and enjoys a loyal follow-
ing.

Founded in 1975 by a
California state lawmaker,
Gun Owners of America
joined the VCDL to seek an
injunction against enforce-
ment of Northam’s execu-
tive order banning guns
from the Capitol Square.
The state Supreme Court
upheld the ban late Friday.

On its website, the group
has urged its members to
attend Monday’s rally.

Oath Keepers: Founded

in 2009, Oath Keepers has
become one of the nation’s
largest anti-government
organizations, according
to the Southern Poverty
Law Center.

In 2014, Oath Keeper
members joined an armed
standoff between federal
officials and Nevada
rancher Cliven Bundy over
grazing rights on govern-
ment land.

The group urged its
members in a post on its
website to attend the rally
and said it was sending
trainers to Virginia to or-
ganize and train “armed
posses and militia.”

Three Percenter Move-
ment: The Three Per-
centers are a loosely organ-
ized movement that
formed in 2008, according
to the Anti-Defamation
League, the Jewish civil
rights organization that
tracks extremist groups.
On its website, the right-
wing group says it isn’t an
anti-government militia
but “we will defend our-
selves when necessary.”

White supremacists: J.J.
MacNab, a fellow at the
Program on Extremism at
George Washington Uni-
versity, said she didn’t ex-
pect large numbers of
white supremacists. But
MacNab said she thinks
those who do attend will
try to capitalize on the large
expected crowd for a mo-
ment in the limelight.
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Texts suggest Rep. Nunes
linked to Ukraine scheme

Lawmaker’s aide
and Parnas had
repeated contact

BY SARAH D. WIRE
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — As
the top Republican on the
House Intelligence Com-
mittee, Rep. Devin Nunes,
R-Calif,, presented a fiery
defense of President Donald
Trump during impeach-
ment hearings last month,
angrily accusing Democrats
of ginning up a false narra-
tive about the president’s
efforts to get Ukraine to dig
up dirt on a political rival.

But newly released text
messages suggest Nunes’
staff was aware of and
involved in portions of the
scheme.

Documents released by
the House committee show
repeated contact between
Lev Parnas, who worked
with Trump’s personal at-
torney Rudolph W. Giuliani,
and Derek Harvey, an aide
to Nunes on the committee,
about meetings with
Ukrainian prosecutors to
get damaging information
about Democrat Joe Biden,
who is running for presi-
dent, and about a debunked
theory about Ukrainian in-
volvement in the 2016 U.S.
election.

The messages between

Parnas, who functioned as
Giuliani’s emissary to
Ukrainian officials, and Har-
vey indicate Nunes’ office
was aware of the back-
channel White House effort
that has led to Trump’s
impeachment.

Parnas, who is facing fed-
eral campaign finance viola-
tion charges in New York,
has publicly turned on
Trump and Giuliani in re-
cent weeks. He has pro-
vided documents to the
House committee and given
explosive media interviews
as the Senate prepares to
determine whether to re-
move Trump from office.
The trial will begin in
earnest Tuesday.

In his interviews, Parnas
has sought to tie Nunes
closely to the attempt to
unearth dirt on Biden and to
gather information on an
unsubstantiated theory pro-
moted by Russia — but
rebutted by the U.S. intelli-
gence community — that
Ukraine interfered in the
2016 presidential election.

A spokesman for Nunes
did not return an email
seeking comment Saturday.

During the House im-
peachment inquiry, Nunes
accused Democrats of coor-
dinating with the still-
anonymous whistleblower
who first alleged that
Trump had blocked nearly
$400 million in military aid

to Ukraine until newly
elected Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy publi-
cly committed to announc-
ing an investigation of Biden
and his son Hunter, who
had served on the board of a
Ukrainian energy company
while Biden was vice presi-
dent, and the false claims
about 2016.

The text messages appear
to show that Parnas sought
to set up Skype and Face-
Time calls last spring be-
tween Harvey and Ukrain-
ian officials who were as-
sisting Giuliani in his efforts
to gather negative informa-
tion on Biden and to oust the
U.S. ambassador to Ukraine,
Marie Yovanovitch, who
was seen as an obstacle.

It is unclear from the
messages whether the calls
took place, but Parnas’ attor-
ney has said they did. One
from April 3 shows Harvey
grumbling that Parnas was
providing information to
John Solomon, a former
columnist for The Hill,
rather than to him.

“Any documents for us or
are you going to keep work-
ing through Solomon?” Har-
vey wrote.

Eight days later, Solomon
published the first in a series
of articles promoting the
conspiracy theory that
Ukraine had interfered in
the U.S. election, that Bid-
en’s son had worked for a

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

Rep. Devin Nunes, R-Calif, the ranking member of the House Intelligence Committee, con-
fers with Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, left, and Rep. John Ratcliffe, R-Texas, right, on Dec. 9.

corrupt Ukrainian com-
pany, and a story that
Yovanovitch gave Ukrainian
officials a list of people not
to investigate. The named
source in that article has
since recanted his accusa-
tion.

Parnas told MSNBC in an
interview last week that he
was told to work with Har-
vey because Nunes
“couldn’t be in a spotlight”
because of an ethics investi-
gation.

Nunes’ apparent role on
the margins of the Ukraine
saga has been slow to
emerge.

Last month, Democrats

on the House Intelligence
Committee released a re-
port that included records
showing several phone calls
between Nunes and either
Parnas or Giuliani in early
2019, including a call with
Parnas that lasted nearly
nine minutes.

House Republicans criti-
cized Democrats for point-
ing out the calls in their
report, saying it was done to
give the impression that
Nunes had done something
wrong.

Nunes brushed aside the
suggestion, saying he spoke
to Giuliani about special
counsel Robert Mueller’s

investigation, which was
winding down at the time.
He said he had no recollec-
tion of speaking to Parnas,
and that it “seems very
unlikely I will be taking calls
from random people.”

“You know, it’s possible,”
Nunes told Fox News. “I
don’t really recall that
name.”

But last week, shortly
before Parnas told MSNBC
that he and Nunes had
spoken on the phone and
met in person but don’t
“have too much of a rela-
tionship,” Nunes said he did
recall a phone call with
Parnas.

OLIVIER DOULIERY/GETTY-AFP
Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif.,
is also the lead House im-
peachment manager.

Schiff says

By HOPE YEN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
chairman of the House In-
telligence Committee is ac-
cusing U.S. intelligence
agencies of withholding
documents from Congress
on Ukraine that could be
significant to President
Donald Trump’s impeach-
ment trial.

“They appear to be suc-
cumbing to pressure from
the administration,” Rep.
Adam Schiff said Sunday on
ABC’s “This Week” Schiff

NSA, CIA withholding Ukraine documents

was selected by House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif, as the lead impeach-
ment manager for Trump’s
Senate trial.

Schiff, D-Calif., con-
tended that the National
Security Agency “in particu-
lar is withholding what are
potentially relevant docu-
ments to our oversight re-
sponsibilities on Ukraine,
but also withholding docu-
ments potentially relevant
that the senators might want
to see during the trial. That
is deeply concerning”

He also said “there are

signs that the CIA may be on
the same tragic course”

The White House’s Na-
tional Security Council re-
ferred questions to the intel-
ligence agencies. The CIA
did not immediately re-
spond to a requests for
comment.

Democrats have previ-
ously criticized the State
Department for withhold-
ing documents relevant to
the impeachment inquiry. In
the weeks since Trump was
impeached, Democrats have
sought to focus on new
evidence about Trump’s ef-

fort to pressure Ukraine to
investigate his political ri-
vals and are pushing the
Senate to consider new
documents and testimony;,
such as from former na-
tional security adviser John
Bolton.

Schiff was also asked
about a Politico report that
said intelligence officials
were pushing the House and
Senate Intelligence commit-
tees to drop the public
portion of an annual briefing
on world security threats
following last year’s session
in which Trump lashed out

over the assessments on
North Korea, Iran and the
Islamic State.

The request was report-
edly being made in a bid to
avoid a repeat in which
intelligence officials might
publicly disagree with
Trump on the security risks.

“The intelligence com-
munity is reluctant to have
an open hearing, something
that we had done every year
prior to the Trump adminis-
tration, because they’re wor-
ried about angering the
president;” Schiff also said
on Sunday.

Trial
Continued from Page 1

The president’s lawyers
bore down on the suggesti-
on that House impeach-
ment is invalid unless the
accused violated U.S. law.

“Criminal-like conduct
is required,” said Alan Der-
showitz, author of a book
about the case against im-
peaching Trump.

The argument refers to
an 1868 speech by Ben-
jamin Curtis, who after
serving as a Supreme
Court justice acted as the
chief lawyer for President
Andrew Johnson at his
Senate impeachment trial.

In his speech before the
Senate, Curtis argued that
“high crimes and misde-
meanors” must corre-
spond to an actual law on
the books at the time the
offense was committed.

“There can be no crime,
there can be no misde-
meanor, without a law,
written or unwritten, ex-
press or implied,” Curtis
told the Senate. “There
must be some law; other-
wise there is no crime.”

Johnson was ultimately
acquitted by the Senate.

Republicans have long
signaled the strategy,
which has been disputed
by other scholars.

“It’s comically bad. Der-
showitz either knows bet-
ter or should,” said Frank
Bowman, a University of
Missouri law professor
and author of his own book
about the history of im-
peachment for the Trump
era.

Bowman, who said he
had Dershowitz as a law
professor at Harvard, add-
ed that it’s “a common
argument, and it’s always
wrong.”

Dershowitz on Sunday
pushed another, more per-
sonal and perhaps difficult
narrative. He described
himself as something other
than a full member of the
defense team, merely a
speaker about the Consti-
tution. He refused to en-
dorse the strategy pursued
by other members of that
team or defend Trump’s
conduct. He noted he
didn’t sign the White
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Attorney Alan Dershowitz has suggested that the House’s
impeachment of President Trump is invalid.

I

A
JOYCE NALTCHAYAN/GETTY-AFP 1999

)
:

Attorney Robert Ray said if Trump is acquitted, then it will
be etched in the history books “forever as well.”

House’s brief for the trial.

He acknowledged that
his argument really is
against having new testi-
mony introduced.

“There’s no need for
witnesses,” he said.

Democrats strongly dis-
agree, and a few Republi-
cans said they want to know
more before deciding. New
information from Lev Par-
nas, an indicted associate of
Trump lawyer Rudy Giu-
liani, is being incorporated
in the House case. At the
same time, Senate Demo-
crats want to call John
Bolton, the former national
security adviser, among
other potential eyewit-
nesses, after the White
House blocked officials
from appearing in the
House.

With Republicans con-
trolling the Senate 53-47,
they can set the trial rules
— or any four Republicans
could join with Democrats
to change course.

McConnell has said he
has 51 votes to start the
trial before making a deci-
sion on calling witnesses.
But he hasn’t released the
ground rules publicly, giv-
ing him and the White
House more control over
their Sunday remarks. Mc-
Connell has said he’s work-
ing closely with the presi-
dent’s team.

Crow spoke on CNN’s
“State of the Union” and
Dershowitz was on CNN
and ABC’s “This Week.”
Ray was on Fox News
Channel’s “Sunday Morn-
ing Futures.”

Bloomberg plan would fight
racial economic inequality

BY SEAN MURPHY
Associated Press

TULSA, Okla. — Demo-
cratic presidential candi-
date Michael Bloomberg
made a pitch to African
American voters the day
before the national holiday
honoring Martin Luther
King Jr, visiting a black
church in Tulsa, the site of a
1921 race massacre that left
hundreds dead and the
city’s thriving African
American community in
rubble.

The former New York
City mayor spoke out
against racial income in-
equality and outlined an
economic proposal aimed
at increasing the number of
black-owned homes and
businesses. The plan in-
cludes a $70 billion invest-
ment in the nation’s most
disadvantaged neighbor-
hoods.

“The next president has
to make the issue of econo-
mic inequality a top pri-
ority, and there’s no better
place for me to talk about it
than right here in Green-
wood,” Bloomberg told pa-
rishioners Sunday at the
Vernon African Methodist
Episcopal Church.

Bloomberg described the
initiative as a “plan for
righting what I think are
historic wrongs and cre-
ating opportunity and
wealth in black communi-
ties.”

The plan offers incen-
tives for investment in
underserved communities,
increases support for black-
owned banks and ties fed-
eral housing money to
progress in reducing segre-
gation. It would require bias
training for police, teachers
and federal contractors and
address voter disenfran-
chisement practices such as
ID requirements, poll purg-
ing and gerrymandering.

“As someone who has
been very lucky in life, I
often say my story would
only have been possible in
America, and that’s true“
Bloomberg said in a state-
ment. “But I also know that

SUE OGROCKI/AP

Democratic presidential candidate Michael Bloomberg,
left, talks with Rev. Robert Turner on Sunday in Tulsa, Okla.

my story might have turned
out very differently if I had
been black, and that more
black Americans of my gen-
eration would have ended
up with far more wealth,
had they been white.”

The visit to Oklahoma, a
Super Tuesday state whose
primary is March 3, keeps
with Bloomberg’s strategy
of skipping early voting
states and focusing on dele-
gate-rich Texas, California
and others.

Bloomberg planned to
deliver a speech later Sun-
day at the Greenwood Cul-
tural Center, which houses
artifacts and other memo-
rabilia from the Tulsa race
massacre, in which white
mobs killed an estimated
300 black residents and
injured 800 more. About
8,000 residents were left
homeless after firebombs,
including some dropped
from airplanes, destroyed
movie theaters, churches
and hotels and decimated
the economic and cultural
mecca that had become
known as Black Wall Street.

The black community
rebuilt in the decade that
followed, but urban renew-
al programs in the 1950s
and 1960s wiped out much
of that progress, and the
city remains largely segre-
gated.

“Although it’s been
nearly 100 years since the
massacre took place, we are
still dealing with issues of
racism and inequality in our
city;” said Mechelle Brown,

program coordinator at the
center. “I think our commu-
nity, especially, is dealing
with the historical trauma
to that has been passed
down from generation to
generation, specifically as it
relates to the history of the
massacre.

“Those feelings of fear,
anger, bitterness, resent-
ment have been passed
down.”

In the past year, several
presidential candidates vis-
ited the Greenwood dis-
trict, including former
Texas Rep. Beto O’Rourke,
New Jersey Sen. Cory
Booker and Massachusetts
Sen. Elizabeth Warren. It
was the first time that
Brown could recall any
major presidential candi-
date visiting the area.
O’Rourke and Booker have
seen quit the 2020 race.

While those campaign
stops are undoubtedly an
attempt by Democratic can-
didates to reach black vot-
ers, a critically important
segment of the party’s elec-
torate, they also present an
opportunity for residents to
meet the candidates first-
hand, said Judy Eason Mc-
Intyre, who represented
the district in the state
Legislature for a decade.

“Some will say it’s pan-
dering, but I'm not one of
those,” Mclntyre said. “It
allows people to get to
know them up close. It also
maybe generates some ex-
citement and knowledge
about getting out to vote”
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At church service, Pence
honors Martin Luther King Jr.

MEMPHIS, Tenn. —
Vice President Mike
Pence gave a speech Sun-
day in remembrance of
the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. at a church serv-
ice in Tennessee.

Pence spoke at the Holy
City Church of God in
Memphis the day before
the federal holiday named
after the civil rights leader.

“I'm here to pay a debt
of honor and respect to a
man who from walking
the dirt roads of the Deep
South, to speaking to hun-

dreds of thousands on the
steps of the Lincoln Me-
morial, touched the hearts
of the American people
and led the civil rights
movement to triumph
over Jim Crow;” Pence
said.

The vice president add-
ed: “He touched the hearts
of millions of Americans
and his words continue to
inspire through this day.”

Before the service,
Pence toured the National
Civil Rights Museum.

2 police officers shot and
killed in Hawaii, governor says

HONOLULU — Two
police officers were killed
in a shooting Sunday in
the normally peaceful
Honolulu, Hawaii’s gover-
nor said in a statement.

The Honolulu Star-Ad-
vertiser reports officers
had responded to an as-
sault call when they en-
countered a male with a
firearm, who then opened
fire, striking two officers.

“Our entire state
mourns the loss of two
Honolulu Police officers

killed in the line of duty
this morning;” Gov. David
Ige said.

The neighborhood
where the shooting oc-
curred is at the end of
Waikiki Beach between
the Honolulu Zoo and the
Diamond Head State
Monument.

A home the suspected
gunman was believed to
be inside caught fire. The
fire spread to several other
homes and a police vehi-
cle.

2 more bodies found at Tijuana
home where couple was buried

TIJUANA, Mexico —
Mexican authorities say
they have discovered two
more bodies at a house in
Tijuana where a couple
with dual U.S.-Mexico
citizenship were found
buried, allegedly by their
son-in-law.

The attorney general’s
office for the state of Baja
California, just south of
San Diego, California, said
late Saturday the second
set of bodies — one male
and the other female — are

in a state of advanced
decomposition.

Maria Teresa Lopez, 65,
and her husband Jesus
Ruben Lopez, 70, entered
Mexico on January 10 to
retrieve the equivalent of
$6,400 in rent for apart-
ments they owned in the
city and that their son-in-
law had supposedly col-
lected on their behalf.

Authorities say he con-
fessed to burying them on
one of their properties,
where he lived.

BEIRUT — Security
forces fired tear gas, water
cannons and rubber bullets
in clashes Sunday with
hundreds of anti-govern-
ment protesters outside
Lebanon’s Parliament, as
violence continued to esca-
late in a week of rioting.

At least 114 people were
injured in the protests, ac-
cording to the Red Cross
and the Lebanese Civil De-
fense teams, with 47 taken
to hospitals for treatment.
Most of the wounds were
from rubber bullets, some
in the face and upper body;
an Associated Press report-
er said.

Demonstrators threw

rocks and other projectiles
and even shot streams of
fire from ignited aerosol
cans. Security forces re-
sponded with tear gas and
water cannons before turn-
ing to rubber bullets to try
to disperse the crowds. A
few protesters tried to
climb metal barriers sepa-
rating them from the riot
police. Hundreds more,
some chanting “Revolu-
tion,” gathered farther
down the blocked street
that leads to the Parliament
in central Beirut.

Army troops were de-
ployed to the area briefly.

By late Sunday night,
security forces and army

HASSAN AMMAR/AP

An anti-government protester uses an ignited aerosol can to shoot a stream of fire at
the riot police during protests Sunday in Beirut against the ruling political elites.

Violence escalates in Beirut
as protesters clash with police

troops were deployed in
large formations to the
blocked streets. Amid a
downpour of rain and the
advance of security forces,
protesters retreated and
the situation calmed in
central Beirut. Army pa-
trols briefly roamed the
streets to prevent pro-
testers from returning to
outside the Parliament.

The military made a
show of force Sunday, with
large numbers deployed in
downtown Beirut and in
southern Lebanon, patrol-
ling ahead of the rallies.
Riot police were in the
front line guarding the Par-
liament.

MIAMI — Venezuela
opposition leader Juan
Guaido has traveled to Co-
lombia to participate along-
side Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo in a regional coun-
terterrorism meeting — a
new show of support by the
Trump administration for
the man it says is the
country’s legitimate leader.

From Bogota, Guaidd
plans to travel to Europe
and possibly the U.S., two
people close to the opposi-
tion leader said. They
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

While Guaidd’s itinerary
in Europe is unknown, he’ll
be traveling there as Presi-
dent Donald Trump is

Venezuela’s Guaido to meet Pompeo in Colombia

scheduled to attend the
World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland. That
could set the stage for a first
meeting between Guaidd
and Trump.

Pompeo told reporters
en route from a meeting in
Berlin that he hoped
Guaidé would be at the
summit.

Libya players
agree to
respect arms
embargo

BERLIN — World pow-
ers and other countries
with interests in Libya’s
long-running civil war
agreed Sunday to respect a
much-violated arms em-
bargo, hold off on military
support to the warring
parties and push them to
reach afull cease-fire, Ger-
man and U.N. leaders said.

The agreement came
after about four hours of
talks at the chancellery in
Berlin. German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel hosted
leaders of 11 countries,
with Libya’s two main
rival leaders also in the
German capital but not at
the main conference table.

Among those who at-
tended Sunday were Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
French President Em-
manuel Macron, Italian
Premier Giuseppe Conte,
British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson and U.S.
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo.

In the Philippines: Phil-
ippine officials said Sun-
day the government will
no longer allow villagers
to return to a crater-stud-
ded island where an
erupting volcano lies,
warning that living there
would be “like having a
gun pointed at you.”

Taal volcano has sim-
mered with smaller ash
ejections in recent days
after erupting on Jan. 12
with a gigantic plume of
steam and ash that drifted
northward and reached
Manila. While the volcano
remains dangerous, with
large numbers of local
villagers encamped in
emergency shelters, offi-
cials have begun dis-
cussing post-eruption re-
covery.

The island has long
been declared a national
park that’s off-limits to
permanent villages.
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EDITORIALS

DNA and DuPage County

HOW SHAKING FAMILY TREES SHOULD SOLVE MORE MURDER CASES

On Monday, DuPage County authorities revealed that an amazing investigative technique has implicated Bruce Lindahl
in the 1976 sexual assault and murder of a 16-year-old Woodridge girl, Pamela Maurer.
On Tuesday, the Tribune posted a report that the same technique had excluded Lindahl as the person responsible for the

1972 sexual assault and murder of a 16-year-old Naperville girl, Julie Ann Hanson.

One allegation of certain guilt, one declaration of certain innocence.

Lindahl, whom some officials suspect was a serial killer, fatally wounded himself in 1981 while stabbing to death 18-year-
old Charles Huber in a Naperville apartment. Lindahl, 29 when he died, also is a prime suspect in the 1979 disappearance
of a Downers Grove North High School student, Deb McCall, and the 1980 killing of Deb Colliander, whom he had been
charged with previously kidnapping and assaulting.

The Golden State Killer

Except for the extraction of DNA
material after authorities got a court
order to exhume his body, Lindahl is
in no position to help Chicago-area
authorities solve these or other cold
cases. Law officers are relying instead
on “genetic genealogy,” also known as
“forensic genealogy.” It’s a blend of
modern science and old-fashioned
research of family histories.

In April 2018 the power of this
technique startled law enforcement
officials nationwide when it pointed to
a former police officer as the so-called
Golden State Killer, a serial murderer
and rapist who had eluded them since
the 1970s: Joseph DeAngelo, now
awaiting trial in Sacramento, is
charged with 13 slayings plus 13 kid-
nappings related to sexual assaults.
When arrested, DeAngelo was living
with a daughter and granddaughter.

Police and prosecutors across the
country already have used genetic
genealogy to close dozens of cases.
That reflects only the early identifica-
tion efforts in a country estimated to
have 100,000 unsolved violent crimes,
and some 40,000 unidentified corpses.

How genetic genealogy
solves crimes

The unique DNA in a person’s blood
or saliva often can quickly connect
that person to another person as re-
mote as his or her third cousin — that
is, to someone who shares a couple of
the first person’s 16 great-great-grand-
parents. Each of us typically is related
to 800 or more such people. So if one
person in a family submits DNA to a
genealogy testing company, comparing
that sample to others in a master data-
base can quickly establish a loose
connection. So many of us have sub-
mitted DNA samples to databases —
about 30 million Americans — that,
according to a study cited by The New
York Times, the DNA of 90% of
Americans of European descent soon
will be identifiable using genetic test-
ing.

Working from that loose connection
between two individuals, pre-existing
family trees and public records, a
genealogist then begins constructing a
family tree of, say, a killer who lefta
sample of his DNA at a crime scene.
Simultaneously, law officers begin
excluding possible suspects from that
family tree: Some people on it died
prior to the crime; some are young-
sters; and DNA samples given volun-
tarily to police by others on the tree
can exclude entire branches from any
connection to the killer.

Debra Colliander

Debra MccCall

Who stabbed Michelle
Martinko 21 times?

That winnowing process, though,
typically doesn’t isolate one person as
the suspect, as an Iowa murder case
painstakingly reported by the Cedar
Rapids Gazette illustrates:

The month after the arrest in the
Golden State Killer case, detectives in
Cedar Rapids, a city of 133,000, real-
ized that genetic genealogy might help
solve a horrific case that had vexed
them for four decades: Six days before
Christmas 1979, 18-year-old Michelle
Martinko left Kennedy High School’s
concert choir banquet to buy a winter
coat at a shopping mall. Police found
her in the mall parking lot, dead after
21 stab wounds, inside her family’s
Buick Electra.

The killer had left no weapon or
fingerprints. But a medical examiner
identified defensive wounds, suggesti-
ng Martinko had fought back vigor-
ously. Consistent with that analysis, a
stranger’s blood stained the back of
her black dress and the Buick’s
gearshift. For many years, though,
DNA databases couldn’t supply a
match for the bloodstains; police even
used DNA testing to eliminate some
125 possible suspects. In May 2018,
though, a Virginia lab told Cedar Rap-
ids investigators that the suspect’s
blood sample shared DNA with a

Michelle Martinko

person who had uploaded a DNA
profile to a family research database.

The hunt was on. Genealogy ex-
perts built a family tree topped by, yes,
four sets of great-great-grandparents.
Police processed DNA samples from
several people on that tree, and
quickly excluded descendants of two
of those great-great-grandparent cou-
ples.

But a DNA sample from a third
branch included a link to the suspect’s
DNA. The search eventually led to a
Vancouver, Washington, woman. She
evidently was a second cousin once
removed of the still-unidentified sus-
pect, but she had no current ties to
Towa. Further sleuthing led to a first
cousin of the suspect, and eventually
narrowed the likely identity of the
suspect to three brothers who had
been raised in Manchester, a town 40
miles north of Cedar Rapids. Police
put the three under surveillance. And
in October 2018, one of them, a
businessman, casually sipped soda
through a straw while having lunch
with his son at a Manchester pizza
restaurant. When the businessman left
the restaurant, a Cedar Rapids investi-
gator who had been tailing him — and
monitoring who had drunk from
which glass — grabbed the straw.

DNA testing of the three brothers’
DNA excluded two of them, but
matched the soda sipper to the 1979

bloodstains. Under questioning, the
man denied killing Martinko. He did
tell police he was familiar with genetic
genealogy. And he couldn’t explain
why his DNA was on Martinko’s dress
and auto. Jerry Burns, 65, is jailed on a
$5 million bond, and will be tried next
month on a charge of first-degree
murder.

Will DuPage’s
work solve other
Chicagoland mysteries?

Because his investigation is less
complete, DuPage County State’s
Attorney Robert Berlin tells us he can’t
yet disclose how genetic genealogy led
to Lindahl. But he says the trajectory
of his case is similar to that of the
Cedar Rapids police work. Might
Chicago-area authorities link other
cold cases to Lindahl? Berlin asks
anyone with information about the
Colliander or McCall killings, or other
unsolved crimes that may involve
Lindahl, to call his office at 630-407-
8107.

Lindahl’s probably inadvertent
suicide while committing a murder
spares Berlin from questions that
defense attorneys in other cases have
raised. In the Iowa case, for example,
did police have a legal right to collect
the soda straw? And even if a Wash-
ington woman submits DNA to a fam-
ily research database that discloses its
cooperation with police in violence
cases, does that entitle detectives to
use her DNA to solve a murder?

As mysteries are

solved, families exhale

Genetic genealogy is a breathtaking
tool. Is it also an invasion of privacy?
The technique is so new that there’s
little case law. Courts thus far are
treating this as a constitutionally ac-
ceptable way of identifying suspects
who leave their DNA at violent crime
scenes.

The Times reported that specialists
in genetic genealogy have hundreds of
cases in the works — old murders,
serial sexual assaults, unidentified
corpses — and also reported that the
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children is revisiting about
700 cases involving unidentified chil-
dren’s remains.

Unless the evolving case law dis-
courages or forbids the use of genetic
genealogy in criminal cases, we hope
prosecutors and investigators will use
it to solve more cold cases, and current
ones too. DNA profiling has long been
adept in doing what it has done with
Lindahl: implicating him convincingly
in one crime and excluding him con-
vincingly as a possible suspect in an-
other crime.

As the application of genetic geneal-
ogy progresses, we hope to read about
more answers for the families of vic-
tims in cases gone cold. If we have a
regret in the DuPage County cases, it’s
that in the Colliander and McCall
cases, the killer or killers didn’t leave
behind a straw.

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

Any veteran campaign reporter watching Pete
Buttigieg live for the first time will feel like an NBA
scout seeing a 13 year-old in AAU ball draining
35-footers. Either this politician spent his child-
hood practicing president-speak in front of a mir-
ror, or he was born with the same mutant gene for
projecting warmth and ideological vagueness
carried by other iconic Democrats.

In Keene, New Hampshire, Buttigieg makes the
comparison explicit.

“Every time my party has won in the last 50
years,” he says, “it was somebody who was new to
national politics. Somebody who didn’t work in
Washington. ... Somebody who was holding the
country to its highest values. And somebody who
was opening the door to a new generation of lead-
ership”

Translation: ’'m Barack Obama and Bill Clinton.
(And Jimmy Carter, but modern crowds won’t
make the association).

It takes stones to say this with a straight face, but
Buttigieg doesn’t seem lacking in that department.
One could imagine him flustering Donald Trump
just by being fit and having his own hair, not that
this helped Marco Rubio.

Matt Taibbi, Rolling Stone

GAME'S OVER,
| SWITCHED
BACK TO

ELECTION
COVERAGE..

WALT HANDELSMAN/NEW ORLEANS ADVOCATE
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The show
trial begins

The contrast could

not have been starker.

One picture showed

e f House Speaker Nancy

‘!'.1 Pelosi smiling as she

A, signed (with numerous

pens) two articles of

CAL THOMAS impeachment against

President Donald

Trump. She passed out the pens like

souvenirs to fellow Democrats. They were

embossed in gold with her signature and
rested on silver trays.

The other picture was of President
Donald Trump signing phase one of a new
trade deal with China.

Which picture depicted events of greater
long-term benefit to Americans? Unless you
are a rank partisan out to remove President
Trump from office by whatever means, the
obvious answer is the China trade deal.

The latest wrench thrown into the
machinery of government comes from
Democrats who released to their compliant
media friends a “note to self” written on a
hotel notepad supposedly by Lev Parnas, a
former associate of Rudy Giuliani, the
president’s personal attorney and a fre-
quent flyer to Ukraine. The note said, “Get
(Ukrainian president) Zalensky to an-
nounce that the Biden case will be investi-
gated.”

Democrats claim Parnas was an interme-
diary in the effort to get Ukraine to
investigate Joe Biden and his son, Hunter.

Parnas’ credibility would be in doubt
were he under oath before a court, instead
of “testifying” on various cable TV pro-
grams. Parnas heads a company that claims
to combat fraud. Oh, the irony!

Democrats insist the Senate trial be “fair”
How is it fair when House Democrats
continue to leak documents they hope will
damage the president and influence sena-
tors to vote for his removal from office?
Some Democratic senators, who will sit in
judgment of the president, have already
declared him guilty.

It is politics at its worst and opens the
door, as some of the Founders warned, for
“normalizing” impeachment.

Historical background is always helpful
and so I consulted the National Constitu-
tion Center, a private, nonprofit organiza-
tion and a leading platform for constitu-
tional education and debate, where I found
this: The “high crimes and misdemeanors”
language (in the Constitution) remains
controversial today. In two essays. Neil J.
Kinkopf and Keith E. Whittington looked at
the Founders’ vision: “The framers meant
for the phrase ‘high crimes and misdemean-
ors’ to signify only conduct that seriously
harms the public and seriously compro-
mises the officer’s ability to continue. If the
phrase is given a less rigorous interpreta-
tion, it could allow Congress to influence
and control the president and the courts.”

The article continues: “When the Found-
ers wanted to ensure accountability, they
mostly relied on elections and the voters to
hold government officials responsible for
their actions,” said Whittington. “But what
might fall into the category of ‘other high
Crimes and Misdemeanors’ was still quite
unclear.”

Trump’s call to Ukraine’s president,
which is at the heart of the impeachment
articles, does not meet the standard of
seriously harming the public or compro-
mising the president’s ability to do his job —
as shown by the China trade deal and the
USMCA trade agreement between the U.S.,
Mexico and Canada, both signed and
passed days after impeachment.

That the Government Accountability
Office says the president “broke the law” by
withholding $250 million in military aid to
Ukraine, aid Congress had approved,
doesn’t help the president’s defenders, but
does it rise to the level of a “high crime and
misdemeanor”? Senators will decide. But
they should recall that in 1994 the GAO
ruled President Barack Obama’s prisoner
deal to exchange Guantanamo Bay detain-
ees for deserter Bowe Bergdahl violated
federal law. Obama was not impeached.

Speaker Pelosi summed up the true
motives of Democrats when she said that
regardless of what the Senate does, im-
peachment will be a “permanent stain” on
President Trump’s legacy.

In fact, the stain will be on Democrats. It
is Democrats who have plotted ways to
reverse the will of voters who elected
Trump. It is Democrats who fear he will be
overwhelmingly reelected in November.

Tribune Content Agency

Cal Thomas is a syndicated columnist.

BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/AFP

Speaker Nancy Pelosi holds a pen during a
ceremony Jan. 15 in Washington, D.C.
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Martin Luther King Jr. and wife, Coretta, with neighborhood kids in their new apartment in Chicago on Jan. 26,1966.

King Jr’s tight for
health care equity
must continue

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS AND MICHAEL W. WATERS

America celebrates a distortion of Martin Luther King Jr., void of his prophetic call to justice by any nonviolent
means necessary. Particularly around the annual remembrance of his life Monday, watch for his words to be repack-
aged in tasty sound bites and stripped of the so-called extremism that prompted FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover to label
him “the most dangerous man in America”

Chicago was a seminal backdrop for King’s work toward justice and the place where he sounded his call for health
care justice. Before a medical conference in 1966 he proclaimed, “Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health is
the most shocking and the most inhuman because it often results in physical death.” National criticism ensued because
this activist, two years after he won the Nobel Peace Prize, dared to articulate a prophetic truism still relevant in 2020.

Researchers at New York University found that Chicago has the largest gap in life expectancy of any city in the
United States (followed by Washington, D.C., and New York). Although the national trend in the gap between blacks
and non-Hispanic whites continues to improve, ZIP codes can still determine life expectancy with alarming racial

disparities. Like real estate, health inequality is about location, location, location.

Dallas is another city with a dubi-
ous distinction. The Urban Institute
ranked it last out of 274 U.S. cities in
racial equity and racial segregation.
A study by Parkland Health and
Hospital System and the Dallas
County Health Department found
that geography is deeply linked to

health inequity, where a difference of

2 miles has a life expectancy gap of
26 years. Although separated by
1,000 miles, Dallas and Chicago

share similar systemic inequities that

perpetuate racial disparities in
health.

These glaring divides are an en-
during legacy of decades of isolating
black Americans seeking homeown-
ership by marking mortgage lending
maps with red lines. Today, more

than 50 years since the passage of the

Fair Housing Act, 91% of the com-
munities identified as “best” on the
redlined maps remain middle- to
upper-class, with 85% of these com-
munities having majority white
populations. Accordingly, 3 out of 4
redlined neighborhoods remain
impoverished, and 67% of redlined
neighborhoods remain populated by
racial minorities. Many were inten-
tionally located in proximity to in-
dustrial areas, municipal landfills
and toxic waste sites — and the sub-
sequent negative health impacts
persist across generations.

This lengthy history of systemic
inequality will take time to remedy,
as will the legacy of distrust of the
medical establishment from the
history of experimentation without
consent on black Americans. A doc-
tor known as the “Father of Modern
Gynecology” performed barbaric
vaginal operations on enslaved wom-
en. They were denied anesthesia,
physically restrained, repeatedly
mutilated. The U.S. Public Health
Service denied 600 men therapeutic

There was the
Pentagon-funded study
of nontherapeutic,
whole-body irradiation
from 1960 to 1971,
in which 25%
of the subjects died
within one month
of exposure. All were
poor, most were black,
and the Radiological
Society of North
America awarded
the lead physician
its highest honor.

penicillin from 1932 to 1972 to allow
the study of the natural progression
of latent syphilis in the Tuskegee
syphilis experiment. Their health
was compromised, as were their
partners and children who were
predictably exposed to the disease.
Black women, many of them teen-
agers, were the prime target for
controlled breeding through forced
sterilization. This practice of eugen-
ics did not end until the 1980s. And
there was the Pentagon-funded
study of nontherapeutic, whole-body
irradiation from 1960 to 1971, in
which 25% of the subjects died
within one month of exposure. All
were poor, most were black, and the
Radiological Society of North Ameri-

ca awarded the lead physician its
highest honor.

Nearing his death, King was
deemed “unfavorable” by two-thirds
of Americans in a 1966 Gallup poll.
Decades later in a 1999 Gallup poll,
more than 90% of Americans had a
favorable opinion and ranked him as
the second most admired person of
the 20th century (behind Mother
Teresa). As we celebrate his legacy,
we should embrace his prescient
view on health care inequity and
further his goal of creating a just
society for all.

Perhaps King’s greatest threat was
to recognize that, from Chicago to
Dallas and to other cities and towns
across the land, we are more alike
than different. He dared to criticize
health inequities embedded in com-
munities from urban ghettos to the
mountains of West Virginia. And
although his life was ended while he
was building bridges across racial and
ethnic divides, his dream of proper
health care for all should not. Because
if raising his voice against persistent
health inequality made King a dan-
gerous man, add us to that list.

Health inequality remains among
the greatest injustices of our time,
and, as King penned in “Letter From
Birmingham Jail,” “injustice any-
where is a threat to justice every-
where” Like King, let us commit
ourselves anew to eradicating these
death-dealing realities “until justice
rolls down like waters, and right-
eousness like a mighty stream”
(Amos 5:24).

Dr. Brian Williams is an associate
professor of trauma and acute care
surgery at the University of Chicago
Medical Center. The Rev. Dr. Michael
W. Waters is the lead pastor of the
Abundant Life African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Dallas.
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Aerial view of a home being rehabbed in the North Kenwood neighborhood April 17.

Don’t allow anti-redlining
law to be weakened

BY JANET MURGUIA, L1SA RICE
AND WADE HENDERSON

As anation, we have a duty to end the
lasting legacy of discrimination in housing
and mortgage finance that lies at the core
of the staggering and enduring wealth gap
between whites and Americans of color.
The Community Reinvestment Act, a
historic civil rights law enacted in 1977 to
stop banks from discriminatory lending
practices, is one of our nation’s most im-
portant tools for fighting such discrimi-
nation.

That’s why it is so alarming that the
Trump administration appears bent on
changes that would badly weaken the
CRA. The Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency at the Treasury Department and
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion have proposed a new CRA rule that
would inflict significant harm on commu-
nities of color by making it easier for
banks to shirk standards intended to undo
discrimination in lending.

We're concerned the proposed changes
would make lenders less, not more, ac-
countable to the communities they are
supposed to serve. These changes would
allow banks to meet CRA standards with
activities that are far removed from the
lending — for people to buy homes, fi-
nance small businesses and build wealth
— for which banks are chartered and
insured.

The CRA was a landmark legislative
achievement, with roots in Chicago, that
forced banking regulators to monitor the
lending practices of financial institutions
and ensure they were not engaged in the
once-government-sanctioned practice
known as “redlining,” where banks delib-
erately marked off areas on maps to avoid
investments based on community demo-
graphics. The law requires banks to do

business in all of the neighborhoods
where they operate in order to be ap-
proved to open a new branch, or to grow
by acquiring or merging with other banks.
To determine whether banks are meeting
those goals, they are graded on a range of
activities.

Advocates at the Center for Responsi-
ble Lending warn that a weaker CRA rule
could trigger as much as a 20% drop in
lending in low- to moderate-income com-
munities of color and a loss of as much as
$105 billion in loans over five years — a
staggering decline that would dispropor-
tionately impact communities of color.

While discrimination still clearly oc-
curs, the law’s beneficial impact is undeni-
able.

Since 2014, the CRA has facilitated 24%
of home loans to low- to moderate-in-
come Latinos and 25% of home loans to
low- to moderate-income black families.
In 2017 alone, the CRA contributed $1.7
trillion in lending to economically under-
served areas, increased access to credit by
9%, and reduced the number of people
with no credit scores or incomplete credit
scores by 7%.

The lending increases driven by the
CRA have made homeownership — a
critical part of wealth building — attain-
able for millions, especially in communi-
ties of color. Any attempt to roll back
hard-won civil rights protections and strip
the CRA of its wealth-building impact
must be opposed. To continue to fulfill its
mission, the CRA must not be watered
down.

Unfortunately, that’s exactly what
newly proposed rules would do.

The proposed changes would create
loopholes that would allow financial
institutions to skirt their responsibility of
servicing the community. The new regula-
tions would reward financial institutions

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

for the total amount of dollars spent,
rather than on the actual impact of their
investments. This creates incentives for
banks to make “low-risk, high-reward”
investments. The better approach is to
measure the impact that the dollars have
in strengthening communities.

The proposed rules also would encour-
age online banking over physical branches
in neighborhoods. While we recognize
the benefits of online banking, for many in
low- and moderate-income communities,
physical access to a bank is still essential
to get the services they need. Research
shows that there is a direct correlation
between the number of bank branches
and ATMs located in a neighborhood and
the credit opportunities available in a
community.

The regulatory agencies are not united
in rulemaking. The CRA designates the
Federal Reserve, OCC and FDIC to over-
see the implementation of the law jointly.
However, the OCC and FDIC decided to
move unilaterally, without the Federal
Reserve, on this rule. Before they move
forward to a final rule, we encourage
these agencies to work with the Federal
Reserve and reopen the rulemaking proc-
ess to make it more inclusive, balanced
and responsive to the communities that
the banks they regulate are chartered to
serve.

The CRA has room for improvement
and even modernization, but any changes
must be guided by practices that align
with the spirit of the legislation. These
proposed rules don’t pass the test.

Janet Murguia is president and CEO of
UnidosUS. Lisa Rice is president and CEO
of the National Fair Housing Alliance.
Wade Henderson is immediate past presi-
dent of the Leadership Conference on Civil
and Human Rights.

Barr isn’t a toady. That’s the nature of his job.

By JosH HAMMER

Many have been all too quick to make
Attorney General William Barr out to be a
reflexive toady for President Donald
Trump. Just last week, the New York City
Bar Association took the extreme step of
writing to congressional leaders to inves-
tigate Barr for political bias. And last
month, he came under blistering criticism
for defending the Trump campaign and
characterizing the FBI’s Russia investiga-
tion into the 2016 election as bogus.

Slate has accused Barr of using the
Department of Justice as “a personal law
firm for Trump.” Vox has bewailed “the
department’s politicization under Barr”
The Daily Beast has lamented how Barr
has “become another of Donald Trump’s
personal lawyers.” The New York Times
has noted that the attorney general had
“reprised his role as a vocal defender of
President Trump.”

Perhaps none of these media outlets
recall the time when then-Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder famously described him-
self as President Obama’s “wingman.”
Curiously, Holder actually took to The
Washington Post to decry Barr’s osten-
sible self-debasement as an unfortunate
“instrument of politics.”

Holder’s hypocrisy aside, the new
stance in favor of a strongly independent
attorney general among liberals is mis-
guided as a matter of constitutional inter-
pretation and ahistorical as a matter of
American custom.

Article II, Section 1, Clause 1 of the
Constitution states that “(t)he executive
power shall be vested in a president of the
United States of America.” The power is
vested not in numerous sources, but solely
in the president. The president maintains

plenary authority over
the entirety of the exe-
cutive branch.

The “unitary execu-
tive theory;” which
Democrats routinely
excoriate, comes from
the plain text of the
Constitution. As Barr recently said during
his remarks at the Federalist Society’s
2019 National Lawyers Convention, the
notion of the unitary executive “is not
‘new; and it is not a ‘theory. ” On the con-
trary, he continued, “(i)t is a description of
what the framers unquestionably did in
Article IT of the Constitution.”

Throughout American history, attor-
neys general have intuited and acted upon
their nonindependent subordination to
presidents of the United States. In “Con-
flicting Loyalties: Law and Politics in the
Attorney General’s Office, 1789-1990,” the
scholar Nancy Baker explored the histori-
cal nature of the attorney general’s posi-
tion. Baker devoted entire book sections
to “The Attorney General as a Legal Ad-
visor” and “The Attorney General as a
Policy Advisor.” She observed that “before
he became an administrator” of a sprawl-
ing Department of Justice bureaucracy,
“the attorney general assumed the role of
the advisor to the president” What’s
more, the attorney general’s “responsibil-
ity” to serve in such an advisory capacity
“has antecedents in seventeenth-century
England.”

Indeed, the role of the attorney general
as a top presidential adviser has been a
recurring theme throughout American
history. When President Lincoln’s attor-
ney general, Edward Bates, famously
wrote to Congress in 1861 to defend Lin-
coln’s unilateral suspension of the writ of

Barr

habeas corpus, he did so not as a neutral
arbiter of legal principle, but as Lincoln’s
top legal adviser who shared his superi-
or’s ultimate policy aim of a Union victory
in the Civil War. In modern times, the
Justice Department’s Office of Legal
Counsel, which was created by Congress
during the New Deal, provides “legal
advice to the president and all executive
branch agencies” and reviews “all execu-
tive orders and substantive proclamations
proposed to be issued by the president”
The president also has at his disposal the
White House counsel’s office, but that
office tends to focus on legal issues arising
from legislation, executive and judicial
branch nominations and ethics questions.

Though the Office of Legal Counsel
does sometimes reach legal conclusions at
loggerheads with the White House, it is
hardly independent in any meaningful
way. Former Acting Assistant Attorney
General David Barron, who led the OLC
during the early years of the Obama ad-
ministration, once stated that the office’s
legal analyses “may appropriately reflect
the fact that its responsibilities also in-
clude facilitating the work of the execu-
tive branch and the objectives of the presi-
dent, consistent with the law.” And legal
scholarship has observed the “systematic
deference” that the Office of Legal Coun-
sel generally shows toward the president’s
prerogatives.

Eric Holder was correct the first time.
The attorney general, in large part, actu-
ally is the president’s “wingman.”

Tribune Content Agency
Josh Hammer is editor at large of the Daily

Wire and of counsel at First Liberty Insti-
tute.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Lincoln Towing
on the prowl again

Steve Goodman said it best in the
song “Lincoln Park Pirates”: “Way, hey,
tow them away!” Yep, Lincoln Towing
Service is back in business after the
decision revoking its license was re-
versed. The ghost of Ross Cascio has
risen. For those of you who don’t re-
member Ross, he was the founder of
Lincoln Towing Service, the most ruth-
less hook and drag car towers in Chi-
cago. Cascio owned and ran the shop for
over 20 years, and the sight of his trucks
struck terror into the hearts of any
driver who even thought about parking
illegally. If you parked in a grocery store
lot and ran across the street to pick up
your dry cleaning, chances are your car
would be gone before you returned and
you’d have to pay a hefty fee to reclaim
it.

Chicagoland’s other towing services
have adopted Lincoln Towing’s modus
operandi as a sort of badge of honor, or
dishonor. So beware Chicago drivers,
and especially out-of-town visitors, look
carefully for any signage prohibiting
parking. By law the parking restrictions
must be posted, but they might be hard
to spot.

— Michael Oakes, Chicago

Obama center will
bring a positive light

Regarding the Obama Presidential
Center, whose construction is delayed:
The center would provide great re-
sources and opportunities to the South
Shore community and its people, and it
will help bring a positive light to Chi-
cago’s South Side. Jackson Park is a
great location for the center, whose
presence will help increase the popula-
tion of people who visit this historic
park daily.

The Obama Presidential Center is a
representation of positive change for
some and a fresh start for others.

— Safiya James, co-chairwoman,
health and wellness team, South Shore
Works, Chicago

Putting center in
park threatens birds

Applause to those helping make
Chicago more friendly to migrating
birds. We must stop Chicago from being
the most dangerous of all U.S. cities to
the millions of migrating birds. New
York City passed a bird-friendly ordi-
nance, and it also protects its Frederick
Law Olmsted-designed, tree-filled
Central Park. Chicago should pass a
bird-friendly ordinance, and it should
also protect its Olmsted-designed park,
with carbon dioxide-sequestering trees,
which are located in a world-famous
migrating bird flight path.

Construction of the Obama Presi-
dential Center, featuring a 23-story,
glass-clad building, should not be in
Jackson Park. Chicago should not per-
mit the center to inevitably exacerbate
migrating bird mortality. The Chicago
Ornithological and Audubon societies
and bird collision monitors should work
with Mayor Lori Lightfoot to help the
Obama Foundation locate a South Side
neighborhood that doesn’t involve a
park. The location of the center should
replace weedy lots and derelict build-
ings, not migrating bird-friendly mature
trees.

— Charlotte Adelman, Wilmette

Coyotes a problem
for small animals

I have to disagree with the current
trend of defending the coyote. In my
experience of over 40 years roaming the
woods of suburban Cook County, it is
my opinion that coyotes have decimated
other species that used to exist in these
woods. Compared to what I used to see,
the woods are pretty sterile — devoid of
fox and mink, and I can’t recall when I
last saw a pheasant or rabbit. Raccoons
and opossums are diminished. Even
squirrels seem fewer.

The naturalists I've spoken to about
this say my observations are “anec-
dotal” T only know what I see (or don’t
see). We have coyotes in our neighbor-
hood regularly, and a few small dogs
have been taken by them.

As far as I can tell, they kill anything
they can handle, resulting in a decline in
animals available to breed and keep the
numbers up.

— Barry Blackmore, Thornton

Real feel? Let me
determine that

I am so tired of hearing the TV
weather people joyfully telling me what
the wind chill temperatures will be. Just
tell me what the real temperature is and
let me decide how cold I will feel.

— Andy Weiss, Wheaton

For online exclusive letters go to www.
chicagotribune.com/letters. Send letters
by email to letters@chicagotribune.com
or to Voice of the People, Chicago
Tribune, 160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor,
Chicago, IL 60601. Include your name,
address and phone number.
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celebration going! Take advantage Renewal
of this sale before January 31! byAndersen.

Buy 1 window or patio door,
get 1 window or patio door
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Minimum purchase of four. No minimum purchase required.

OFF

every window and patio door' |t

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase
date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

monthly interest
payments
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Weather Installation windows can crack replacement window
Method, our team and cause drafts this division of Andersen, a
works room by room, time of year. Our family-owned American
window by window, windows’ composite =~ company that builds
So your exposure to Fibrex® material is affordable windows for
the cold weather will two times stronger those with a deep sense

be minimal. than vinyl. of pride in their home.

Schedule your Free Window and Patio
Door Diagnosis before January 31!

Renewal

byAndersen. MASTER _ 1-800-525-9890

The Better Way to a Better Window "

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 2/8/2020. You must set your appointment by 1/31/2020 and purchase by 2/8/2020. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or patio
door, get one (1) window or patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, O monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 12/29/2019 and
2/8/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the order. Additional $50 off each window or patio door, no minimum purchase required,
taken after initial discount(s), when you set your appointment by 1/31/2020 and purchase by 2/8/2020. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest

is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state
chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at
participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen
locations are independently owned and operated. "Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights
reserved. ©2020 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
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JILL SCHLESINGER
Jill on Money

Market timing
is not good use
of your time

Just a year ago, stock investors were
licking their wounds. U.S. indexes finished
2018 with losses — the S&P 500 was down
6.2%, the worst annual performance since
the 2008 financial crisis.

Despite the corporate tax cut-powered
economic growth of 2.9%, investors were
unnerved by mercurial U.S. trade policy,
the uncertainty of Brexit, a slowdown in
China and perhaps most critically, the
Federal Reserve’s four quarter-point short
term interest rate increases.

2019 started with all of those factors in
play, which led many business leaders,
economists and analysts to talk openly
about their fears of a recession. But as we
now know, that’s not exactly what hap-
pened. While economic growth did down-
shift to the post Great Recession trend of
about 2.2.5%, the Federal Reserve re-
versed course and cut interest rates by a
quarter of a percentage point in August,
September and October.

Those three actions, along with other
global central banks’ accommodating
monetary policies, helped global stock
markets power higher in 2019.

Given that very few were able to accu-
rately predict the performance of 2018 or
2019, it’s worth considering how the two
years, along with the past two decades,
make a great argument for why trying to
time the market is just not worth it. In my
book, “The Dumb Things Smart People
Do with Their Money;” I devoted a chap-
ter to market timing, because I had en-
countered otherwise intelligent people
trying “to predict short-term market
movements--and failing. ... By trying to
time the market, you're potentially mak-
ing investment decisions that are based on
emotions, and that are colored by your
own individual biases and blind spots.”

Of course, timing the market can be
alluring. Who would not want to be the
person who knows the exact moment
when to get in and out of an investment?
Butit’s alot harder than it sounds.

What if you had poured over the finan-
cial press in 2018 and concluded that 2019
would be another bad year for stocks? Or
what if you had bought into the idea that
you could never, ever own a stock again
after the horrible lost decade of the 2000s,
during which the S&P 500 delivered
annual returns of -2.7%?2 And yet, if you
had bailed out of stocks before the next
decade began, you would have missed out
on the snappy 2010-2019 11.2% annual
returns.

Even within the 2010s, there were
moments when you might have doubted
whether or not you should stick to your
game plan. According to LPL Financial,
during the past 10 years, the S&P 500
posted six corrections (a 10% decline from
a 52-week high), including two 19% slides
— one in October 2011, the other in De-
cember 2018.

Instead of trying to game out the peaks
and valleys of any asset class, start off the
new decade with a simple approach that I
outlined in my book: “Decide upon your
goals and your risk tolerance, craft a plan
to allocate your investments accordingly
across the different classes or types of
investment using the appropriate index
funds, and then stick with the plan. On a
regular basis (quarterly, semiannually, or
annually), rebalance your accounts, or
activate auto-rebalancing if your retire-
ment plan or financial institution offers it.”

Jill Schlesinger, CFP, is a CBS News busi-
ness analyst. A former options trader and
CIO of an investment advisory firm, she
welcomes comments and questions at
askjill@jillonmoney.com.

ployees of a company.

For freelance workers, especially
those who do their taxes without a
tax preparer’s help, filing taxes can be
confusing. The IRS this month
launched a Gig Economy Tax Center
site (irs.gov/businesses/gig-economy-
tax-center) to deal with the questions
that have sprung up around gig work.

A report from the IRS on the tax
gap between 2011 and 2013 found that
the gross tax gap (the difference
between the taxes that taxpayers
should pay and what they actually
pay on a timely basis) for that time
period was $441 billion. Under-re-
porting and underpayment accounted
for 80% and 11% of the tax gap, re-
spectively, and non-filing accounted
for 9% of the gross tax gap, among all
groups.

These errors can lead to penalties
that are especially rough for gig work-
ers, who often are pressed for time
and money.

Fortunately for gig workers who
find tax season daunting, there are
many CPAs who specialize in such
work, including Amy Northard, CPA
and the founder of The Accountants
for Creatives, and Hannah Cole, an
artist and the founder of Sunlight Tax.

Northard and Cole have worked
with creative people, including gig
workers in dance, art photography
and writing. If you're a freelancer
struggling with the tax rules, here are
some of their tips for avoiding errors.

gig work is required to file a tax return.

Common — and costly — mistakes
that freelancers make

BY JORIE GOINS | Tribune Content Agency

ax season has begun for millions of workers across the country, and
many returns will be filed by members of the growing gig economy.
Gig workers now make up 36% of the workforce, according to
Gallup. These workers, who toil as artists, freelance writers, con-
sultants, food delivery people, dog walkers, ride-share drivers and
more, likely can expect a more complex tax season than those who work as em-

The Internal Revenue Service considers freelancers to be self-employed, so they
must file taxes as a business owner. These workers can take additional deductions
if they are self-employed, but they will also face additional taxes in the form of the
self-employment tax, TurboTax notes. There also are quarterly estimated tax
payments to consider. Anyone who has net earnings of at least $400 through their

Keep track of all your
income and expenses

Northard: If people are using PayPal
or Stripe or Square ... (sometimes)
they will only count the income that
gets deposited into their checking
account as a sale and they don’t factor
in the fact that fees were already
taken out. So, if someone sells some-
thing for $100 and they get $95 de-
posited, they would only report $95
as income, but they would instead
want to do $100 of income and then
$5 of expenses. That kind of thing can
cause the IRS to reach out to you with
a letter, which no one likes to have
happen. So you really want to make
sure you report it with the income
and expense separately.

Cole: If an audit got really hairy, they
could actually compel you to show
them your books and you’d want to
make sure you had them. ... The IRS
doesn’t really care if you miss a whole
bunch of expenses because essentially
it means you’re overpaying your
taxes, but I don’t want people to over-
pay their taxes. I want people to know
that they are allowed to take a mile-
age deduction for visiting clients or
doing site visits ... or meals deduc-
tions for meeting with those clients or
people that they work with and
there’s lots of things that if you don’t
track it you don’t get to expense.

Tax prep for
GIG WORKERS

Remember that
you are a business

Cole: Basically, from an IRS perspective,
the minute you start earning a dollar as a
freelancer, you’re a business and you, in
fact, must behave like a business in

order to get the benefits of being a busi-
ness, tax-wise. You have to have book-
keeping, and you (also) have to track
your expenses and your income. ... I
think a lot of us start earning money, but
we are kind of coming from a perspec-
tive of making a career in the arts, so
we’ll tend to not think of ourselves as a
business right off the bat.

Separate business
and personal money

Northard: We always recommend that
people completely separate everything
from their business from their personal
account because it just makes the book-
keeping so much easier. ... Be careful
about counting owner’s payments or
payments to (yourself) as a business
expense. In most cases that’s incorrect.
... If you’re just transferring money from
your business to yourself, then it’s just
called an owner’s distribution ... and not
considered a business expense. The
reason that can really mess people up is
if you're looking at your profit to deter-
mine how much tax to save, if you think
that you only have to pay tax on whatev-
er’s left after you take the money out,
then it’s going to be way different than
when you look at the correct number.

Don’t forget the
self-employment tax

Cole: Self-employment tax is where I
see mistakes that are in the thousands
and tens of thousands of dollars. Basi-
cally, all the money that you earn as a
freelancer gets reported on what'’s called
a Schedule C and all the money on a
Schedule C is not just subject to income
tax, it’s also subject to self-employment
tax, which is a flat 15.3%. So, you might
have it in your head that you’re in the
20% income bracket ... but you rarely are
also putting on that 15.3%, so ... someone
in the 20% bracket is really owing 35.3%.
... Setting aside that money all year or
paying in estimated quarterly taxes is
what you have to do to take care of that.
... Usually the way that people find out
about it is they get hit with an enormous
tax bill that they didn’t expect.
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Navigating SECURE Act changes

IRA beneficiaries
have 10 years to
withdraw funds

BY ELLIOT RAPHAELSON
The Savings Game

The SECURE Act, passed by Congress
at the end of 2019, has a big impact on
non-spouse IRA beneficiaries, especially
those beneficiaries who would inherit
large non-Roth IRAs.

One of the SECURE Act’s most signifi-
cant changes is the 10-year stretch lim-
itation for most non-spouse beneficiaries.
The rule does not apply to spousal benefi-
ciaries or disabled beneficiaries.

Under the new regulations, beneficia-
ries of both traditional and Roth IRAs
have 10 years to withdraw the funds.
There is no required minimum distribu-
tion for traditional IRAs until the final
year.

For the first nine years, the beneficiary
can withdraw as much or as little as he or
she wishes, but any funds remaining in

the TRA must be withdrawn by the end of
the 10th year, which can mean a big tax
hit.

Beneficiaries of Roth IRAs may make
tax-free withdrawals for any of the 10
years subsequent to becoming a beneficia-
ry. However, they must also withdraw all
the funds by the end of the 10th year to
avoid any penalties.

In order to avoid a large income tax bill
for the 10th year, the beneficiary of a tradi-
tional IRA should consider withdrawals
in the first nine years. Even though any
withdrawals from traditional IRAs will be
taxable, waiting until year 10 can create a
huge tax obligation and push the benefi-
ciary into a higher marginal tax bracket.

Considering the change, IRA owners
may want to take some action to minimize
the income tax burden of non-spouse
beneficiaries. Fortunately, owners can still
name their spouse as a beneficiary.
Spouses are not subject to the 10-year
stretch rule.

Accordingly, one action the IRA owner
can take is to leave a larger portion of the
IRA to the spouse, who can convert the
IRA to his or her name. Then, the spouse
can name the same non-spouse beneficia-
ries of his or her IRA. This approach
allows the withdrawal period to continue
longer as the spouse does not have a 10-
year stretch limitation. Of course, it de-
pends on the surviving spouse not chang-
ing his or her mind about the plan.

Another option an owner of a tradi-

tional IRA could consider is to convert it
to a Roth IRA. Often, the marginal tax
bracket of an IRA owner is lower than
that of his or her beneficiary at the point
when the latter would be forced to make
withdrawals. A traditional IRA owner
may conduct the transfer over multiple
years to avoid substantial income taxes in
one year. The beneficiary of the Roth IRA
would avoid income taxes after the ac-
count has been open for five years.

The IRA owner could consider buying
life insurance, naming the non-spouse
beneficiaries who are now named as
beneficiaries of the IRA. The proceeds
will be tax-free, there is no investment
risk, and the payment is guaranteed. If
other funds are not available, funds could
be withdrawn from the IRA to pay the
premiums.

Conduit trusts, which are designed to
provide distributions to the beneficiary
greater than the required RMD, no longer
work. Because the only RMD will be at
the end of 10 years, there would no longer
be trust protection. Accordingly, if you
have used a conduit trust, you should
discuss other options with your attorney.

The bottom line is that limiting the
stretch option has significant financial
implications, and IRA owners and non-
spouse beneficiaries should be consider-
ing other options.

Elliot Raphaelson welcomes your questions
and comments at raphelliot@gmail.com.

When renting makes
more sense than buying

Don’t underestimate
costs associated
with owning home

By MIRIAM CROSS
Kiplinger

Many millennials face a tough housing
question: rent or buy?

The nagging feeling that buying is
something you should do is one big reason
that millennials choose to buy, says Bill
Nelson, certified financial planner near
Boston. We’ve also been told that buying
is an investment, and renting is “just
throwing money away.”

Many experts recommend buying only
if you expect to park yourself there for at
least five years. An online rent-or-buy
calculator, such as those from Smart-
Asset.com or Zillow.com, can run some
quick calculations after you enter your
location, rent, target home price, size of
down payment and other factors.

Don’t underestimate other costs associ-
ated with buying a home. Closing costs,
including the appraisal fee and loan origi-
nation fee, typically cost 2% to 5% of the
home purchase price. Increases in on-
going expenses such as property taxes or
getting hit with a special assessment by a

condo board also can blindside new
homeowners.

Eric Simonson, a CFP in Minneapolis,
advises clients to plan on spending 1% of
the home’s value each year for mainte-
nance and upkeep. Finally, if you put less
than 20% down, yow’ll need to sink even
more money into private mortgage insur-
ance.

‘When Simonson speaks with clients
who want to buy a home, he asks them
how much they pay in rent and pulls up
several properties where they would pay
the equivalent after factoring in monthly
mortgage payments, taxes, insurance and
upkeep.

“More often than not, they find they
aren’t getting such a bad deal renting,
especially if they live in areas where the
cost to purchase is very high,” he says.

In some locations, renting can be
cheaper than buying, depending on the
size of your down payment and the length
of time you stay in the home. Zillow found
that renting beats buying in San Jose, San
Francisco, Honolulu, Oakland, Seattle, Salt
Lake City and Anaheim, assuming you put
down 10% and stay in the home for five
years.

Even if buying comes out ahead, renting
allows you the flexibility to make big life
changes and affords you the time to save
up for a down payment and the cash
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needed to cover upfront and regular ex-
penses.

Renters could, on average, accumulate
more wealth than homeowners if they
invested the equivalent of a down pay-
ment plus the difference between a
monthly mortgage payment and rent in a
diversified portfolio, according to Eli
Beracha, co-author of a study on home-
ownership in the Journal of Housing
Research. Most renters don’t do this,
however, and for most people, buying is a
better financial choice in the long run.

But don’t rush.

“T’ve never met with someone and said,
“The problem with your finances is that
you bought a home way too late,” says
Nelson. “But I've seen plenty of people
who have messed up their financial situa-
tion by buying a home too early.”

Miriam Cross is an associate editor at
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance magazine.
Send your questions and comments to
moneypower@kiplinger.com. And for more
on this and similar money topics, visit
Kiplinger.com.

You may be standing in the way of your success

There’s a roadblock to success and happiness, and it might be your own attitude. To help free yourself to pursue real success, here are a few things to avoid.

Thinking you’re not great
The main reason people do not feel successful or happy is
because they keep telling themselves they are not those things.
So stop doing it. When you have a bad thought about yourself,
bounce it away and think about something more positive.

Always focusing on negativity

A tendency toward negativity is a recipe for disaster. That
meeting with the new boss went swimmingly except for
that one minor comment about your time management. If
you default to the negative and mull over it endlessly, you
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TERRY SAVAGE
The Savage Truth

Hospital
admission
status can

COSt seniors

In a health-care emergency it’s diffi-
cult to think about finances. But over-
looking this detail could devastate your
finances.

The Centers for Medicare and Medi-
caid Services has a three-day rule that
says Medicare will not pay for care in a
skilled nursing facility after a patient is
discharged from a hospital unless the
patient was admitted to the hospital as
an inpatient for at least three days. Ob-
servation days do not count toward this
three-day hospital stay.

Here’s where it gets confusing.
There’s a big difference between “admis-
sion” and “observation.”

Even if you or an aging loved one is
moved out of the basic emergency room
to a private room, the hospital may not
have actually admitted the patient. In
fact, it’s growing more likely that the
hospital will put the patient on “observa-
tion” status.

The reasons for this trend are pretty
obvious. In 2012, Medicare started fi-
nancially penalizing hospitals for “read-
missions” — something that happens
when a patient is sent home too early or
has a relapse of some sort. The penalties
are meant to be an incentive to good
care. In October 2019, those penalties
increased sharply for readmission of
Medicare patients within a month of
their discharge.

Medicare expects to collect over $563
million in penalties this year, and last
year 83% of hospitals had to pay some
readmission penalty.

Clearly the hospitals must deal with
the expensive issue of readmission, and
the easiest way to do that is not to admit
patients in the first place. That explains
the growing number of patients who are
placed on observation status when they
arrive.

If a patient does not meet the min-
imum requirement of having a three-
night stay in the hospital as an admitted
patient, Medicare will not pay for its
promised 100 days of critical inpatient
nursing care. This issue doesn’t just
apply to emergency admissions. Medi-
care also pays for up to 100 days of inpa-
tient rehabilitation services after three
overnight stays as an admitted patient.

Don't let the emergency room admin-
istrator move your aging mom out of the
ER until she is officially admitted. Insist
upon it. The administrator will assure
you that your mom will get the same
care as if she were admitted. That’s true
— but unless the papers read “admitted,”
you should object.

You're entitled to fight the observa-
tion status. And you can do that by refus-
ing to sign the papers they will bring to
you before they move the patient out of
the emergency room. That will make
them pay attention — and you will likely
win this battle, especially if an TV is
involved or an MRI or more sophis-
ticated care is needed. But seniors who
are alone and hurting often don’t know
their rights.

Every ER has a direct connection to
the financial services office and a case
administrator. So if someone says he or
she can’t change you or a loved one’s
status, you can talk directly to hospital
administrators. Don’t let them force or
threaten or promise that it will be done
the next day.

Every day is valuable — unless you are
prepared to pay a fortune for home
health care or pay privately for a rehabil-
itation facility.

Medical costs are enough of a burden
for seniors, even with the benefits of
Medicare. Knowing your coverage, your
rights and your hospital admission stat-
us can save you a fortune. And that’s The
Savage Truth.

Terry Savage is a registered investment
adviser.

SOURCE: Inc.

will feel like a failure. ———— —
Comparing yourself with others

End the comparison game. It doesn’t
work, and there are no winners. Fueled
by social media, which is all about
comparison, we tend to look for exam-
ples of happiness and contentment, but

that ends up causing more anxiety.

Avoiding risk

One way to ensure your own displeasure and discontent-
ment is to never try anything new. Sadly, this risk aversion

is exactly what prevents you from experiencing joy and
fulfillment, because it’s when we take risks and try something
new that we experience an uplift in our emotions and outlook.
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SCRUB YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA

Most potential
employers study what
candidates post online

BY MELANIE CURTIN | Inc.

Who are you, really?

That’s a question most hiring
managers work hard to answer.
Beyond your cover letter and
resume, what are you about? Are
you trustworthy, respectful, re-
sponsible? Are you a hard
worker? Will you follow through
on promises?

Because most people are on
their best behavior during the
interview process, it can be hard
for hiring managers or employers
to tell. So they do the same thing
your Bumble date does: They
Google you.

In particular, they look at your
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn,
Twitter and other social media
profiles that you have publicly
available.

Then they scour.

According to a survey by Ca-
reerBuilder, 70% of employers
“use social media to screen candi-
dates before hiring.”

Even more striking is the fol-
low-on statistic: 54% of employ-
ers surveyed said they chose not
to hire a candidate based on con-
tent found on their social media
accounts.

Of those hiring managers who
chose not to hire someone be-
cause of their social media pres-
ence, the top reasons given were
that candidates had:

M Posted provocative or inappro-
priate photos, videos or informa-
tion (39%)

B Posted information about
drinking or using drugs (38%)

B Made discriminatory com-
ments related to race, gender,
religion (32%)

B Bad-mouthed previous com-
pany or fellow employee (30%)

M Lied about qualifications (27%)
B Had poor communication skills
Q7%)

M Been linked to criminal behav-
ior (26%)

B Shared confidential informa-

tion from previous employers
(23%)

B Had an unprofessional screen
name (22%)

M Lied about a work absence
17%)

In other words, getting rid of
that video of you doing body
shots is probably a good idea

Fortunately, when it comes to
hiring practices and social media,
the opposite is also true: 44% of
hiring managers and employers
have discovered content on a
candidate’s social media profile
that caused them to hire the
person.

The main reasons for this,
according to the employers sur-
veyed:

B Candidate’s background infor-
mation supported his or her pro-
fessional qualifications (38%)

B Candidate demonstrated great
communication skills (37%)

M Candidate showed a profes-
sional image (36%)

B Candidate showed creativity
(35%)

It’s not a good idea to get rid of
your social media profiles alto-
gether. Many employers said they
don’t like candidates who lack a
social media presence: 57% of
employers said they were far less
likely to call someone if that per-
son was an online ghost.

If you can’t be found online,
you’re sometimes seen as shady.
So it’s not about deleting unflat-
tering profiles — it’s about
cleaning up your feed.

Here are some practical steps:

Google yourself

If you've never done this, it can
be illuminating. You need to

know what’s out there and where.

There are some things you have

DREAMSTIME

no control over, but at least you
can be prepared if asked about it
in a followup interview.

Consider making
some social media
profiles private

Just because you’re job hunting
doesn’t mean you need to sup-
press who you are. It’s valid to
have an outlet online where you
can post about letting your hair
down and connecting with
friends.

You do need to be selective
about where that content goes.
Consider making certain social
media profiles (like Instagram)
private and don’t accept friend
requests from your old bosses
there. Also consider updating
your Facebook profile privacy
settings so they’re not fully public.

Review your profiles
as if you were an
employer

Look at your own social media
profiles through the eyes of
someone looking to hire you. Are
the bios up-to-date and descrip-
tive of you?

Is the picture dignified? A
head-and-shoulders shot that
looks professional is the first
impression people get of you.

Now inspect the posts. Weight
the most recent ones as the most
important, but be sure to scroll,
too.

Got questionable memes?
Take them down. Could some-
thing you’ve posted be regarded
as offensive or insensitive to a
group of people? Also, be cau-
tious about getting into nasty
political arguments online.

How about pictures of your-
self, or ones in which you're
tagged? This can be one of the
most important parts of the
process. Un-tag yourself liberally
if necessary. You also can ask
friends to delete photos of you
that are unflattering or inappro-
priate, for whatever reason.

Post some

meaningful content

It doesn’t have to be a thesis; it
can be as simple as a copy of a
poem you particularly like, and
why. It can be a thoughtful story
of areally good customer service
interaction you had (that would
be good on LinkedIn). It can be a
meaningful question put to your
community or a link to an inter-
esting news story.

Remember that 44% employ-
ers have found content on a
candidate’s social media that
caused them to hire that person,
so your social media accounts are
a chance to show the best of who
you are.

Be careful, creative and dis-
cerning. Employers are paying
attention.

Melanie Curtin is a writer and
sex researcher.
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ROCKY JOHNSON 1944-2020

OCTAVIO JONES/TAMPA BAY TIMES

Former WWE and ECW champion Rocky Johnson, father of actor Dwayne “The Rock”
Johnson, in October 2019 at home in Tampa, Fla. Rocky Johnson died on Wednesday.

Professional wrestler helped
to train his son ‘the Rock’

BY MICHAEL LEVENSON
New York Times

Rocky Johnson, the
hard-bodied professional
wrestler known as Soul
Man who battled racism
early in his career and later
helped train his son, actor
Dwayne “the Rock” John-
son, has died. He was 75.

His death was an-
nounced Wednesday in a
statement by World
Wrestling Entertainment.
No cause was given.

Johnson rose from small-
town Canada to fame in the
1980s as a muscular
wrestler who bounded off
the ropes, delivered puni-
shing jabs and called him-
self “the king of the drop-
kick” for his ability to dis-
patch opponents with that
singular move.

His opponents included
well-known figures in the
professional wrestling
world, like Greg “the Ham-
mer” Valentine, Don Mu-
raco and Adrian Adonis.
But he was perhaps best
known for pairing with
another black wrestler,
Tony Atlas, in a tag team
known as the Soul Patrol.

The two became the first
black world tag team cham-
pions in WWE history
when they defeated the
Wild Samoans on Dec. 10,
1983, according to World
Wrestling Entertainment,
which released a video clip

of some of Johnson’s high-
lights Wednesday.

In an interview with the-
hannibaltv.com, Johnson
recalled the many successes
he had in a career that took
him around the world, but
said there was also racism
in professional wrestling,
“then as it is now.”

“Now, it’s more covered
up,” Johnson said in the
interview. “But there was a
lot”

Johnson said he fought
against such prejudice, re-
fusing to take part in some
degrading performances.

“T was headstrong,” he
said in the interview. “I kept
myself in shape and the
stuff they were doing in the
South, I wouldn’t go for.
They wanted to whip me on
TV, like they used to do with
the slaves and all that. I said,
‘No. I came in as an athlete,
and T’ll leave as an athlete’
And they respected me for
that”

When his son showed an
interest in wrestling, John-
son said, he offered to train
him.

“TI'm going to train you
150%,” Johnson recalled
telling his son, in the inter-
view with thehannibaltv-
com. “And I was hard on
him. But he never gave up.”

Born Wayde Douglas
Bowles on Aug. 24, 1944,
Johnson grew up in
Ambherst, Nova Scotia, and
moved to Toronto as a

teenager. He boxed as a
young man and recalled
sparring with George Fore-
man and Muhammad Ali.

He adopted the name
Rocky Johnson, he said, as a
tribute to two of his favorite
boxing greats: Rocky Mar-
ciano and Jack Johnson, the
first black heavyweight
boxing champion.

Johnson’s sports-enter-
tainment career began in
the mid-1960s with the Na-
tional Wrestling Alliance.
But he found his greatest
success when he began his
tenure with what is now the
WWE in 1983, the company
said.

Johnson retired from the
ring in 1991. A complete list
of survivors was not im-
mediately available.

The younger Johnson
eventually became the
more famous member of
the family, as the star of
action and comedy movies.

Dwayne Johnson made
his debut as a WWE
wrestler in 1996, and his
father was a frequent part
of his act, leaping into the
ring and defending his son
when he looked to be in
trouble.

In 2008, Dwayne John-
son helped induct his father
into the WWE Hall of
Fame, where the company
said “he will be forever
enshrined as one of sports-
entertainment’s most influ-
ential performers.”

(Chicago Daily Tribune

ON JANUARY 20 ...

In 1649, King Charles I of
England went on trial, ac-
cused of high treason. (He
was found guilty and ex-
ecuted by month’s end.)

In 1801, John Marshall was
appointed chief justice of
the United States.

In 1841, the island of Hong
Kong was ceded to Great
Britain. (It returned to Chi-
nese control in July 1997)

In 1887, the U.S. Senate
approved an agreement to
lease Pearl Harbor in
Hawaii as a naval base.

In 1936, Britain’s King
George V died in Sandring-
ham, England. (He was suc-
ceeded by his eldest son,
Edward VIII, who abdi-
cated the throne 11 months
later to marry American
divorcee Wallis Simpson.)

In 1942, Nazi officials held
the notorious Wannsee con-

ference, during which they
arrived at their “final solu-
tion” that called for extermi-
nating Jews.

In 1945, President Franklin
Roosevelt was sworn into
office for an unprecedented
fourth term.

In 1969, Richard M. Nixon
was inaugurated as the 37th
President of the United
States.

In 1977, Jimmy Carter was
inaugurated as the 39th
President of the United
States.

In 1981, Iran released 52
Americans it had held
hostage for 444 days, min-
utes after the presidency
had passed from Jimmy
Carter to Ronald Reagan.

In 1985, President Ronald
Reagan and Vice President
George HW. Bush were
sworn in for second terms of
office in a brief White
House ceremony (because it
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More winning numbers at
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was a Sunday, the public
swearing-in was held the
following day).

In 1986, the United States
observed the first federal
holiday in honor of slain
civil rights leader Martin
Luther King Jr. Also in
1986 Britain and France
announced plans to build
the Channel Tunnel.

In 1987, Anglican Church
envoy Terry Waite disap-
peared in Beirut while at-
tempting to negotiate the
release of Western hostages.

In 1993, actress Audrey
Hepburn died in
Tolochenaz, Switzerland,;
she was 63. Also in 1993
Bill Clinton was sworn in as
the 42nd President of the
United States.

In 1995, the Japanese gov-
ernment, criticized for be-
ing slow to respond to Ko-
be’s devastating earthquake,
admitted its initial reaction
might have been “confused”
Also in 1995 the U.S. State
Department announced a
partial lifting of economic
sanctions against commu-
nist North Korea.

In 1996, hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians turned
out to vote in a festive first
election, solidly endorsing
Yasser Arafat and his peace
policies. The space shuttle
Endeavour landed after a
nine-day mission that in-
cluded snaring a Japanese
satellite.

In 2001, George W. Bush
became America’s 43rd
president after one of the
most turbulent elections in
U.S. history.

Death Notices

Annerino, Colleen A.

Colleen A. Annerino, beloved daughter of the late
August J. C.PD. and Eileen (nee Smardo); loving
sister of August retired C.P.D. (Michele), Maureen
(Daniel retired C.F.D.) Cozzi, Kevin (Mary) and the
late Terrence Annerino; devoted aunt of Lisa (Robert)
Kaczmarczyk, Dana (Nolan) Schmelzer, Daniel
(Jillian) Cozzi, Dr. Nicholas Cozzi, Michael Annerino,
Christian Annerino and Elizabeth Annerino; cher-
ished great aunt of Jack, Nora, Emily, Abigail and
Robert. Colleen had 20 years of service helping
blind veterans with living skills and then retired
from Hines VA Blind Center. Visitation Monday 3-9
P.M. Funeral Tuesday 9:15 A.M. from Lawn Funeral
Home, 17909 S. 94th Ave. Tinley Park, IL 60487 to St.
Mary Church Mass 10:00 A.M. Interment St. Mary
Cemetery. Funeral info (708) 532-3100.

vy

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

BRONEC, ELAINE STRAKA

Elaine Straka Bronec, 96 of Stickney, beloved wife of
the late Frank Straka and the late Albert Bronec; de-
voted mother of Frank (Judith) Straka, Debra Jensen
and the late Robert Straka; dearest grandmother
of Frank (Brianne) and Kenneth Straka, Matthew,
Daniel and Andrew Jensen; dear great grandmother
of Dylan, Brady, Liam, Delilah and Bruce. Visitation
Wednesday, January 22, 2020 from 9:00a.m. till time
of services at 11:30 a.m. at Ivins/Moravecek Funeral
Home 80 E. Burlington St. Riverside. Funeral info
708-447-2261 or www.moravecek.com.

Ivins/Moravecek
Funeral Home

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Cafferty , Michael C.

Michael C. Cafferty, age 49, at rest January 18,
2020; Beloved husband of 10 years to Karen (nee
Kelleher); Loving father of Rose and Michael;
Cherished son of the late Michael and Anne Cafferty
(nee McLaughlin); Dearest brother of Breedge (Joel)
Mills and Colleen Cafferty; Dear son in-law of Jean
and Bob Kelleher; Devoted brother in-law of Linda
and Maureen; Beloved nephew of many aunts and
uncles and a cousin to many; Fond uncle of Spencer,
Nora, Thomas, Laura, Kaitlyn and Sean; Mike worked
for the Cook County Office of the Public Guardian,
of his many accomplishments it was his day to day
perseverance, patience, humor, and superhuman
strength that we will remember. He was a friend,
Attorney, athlete, author, mentor and motivator.
Visitation Wednesday 3:00 to 9:00 p.m.; Funeral
Thursday 10:00 a.m. from Curley Funeral Home,
6116 W. 111th Street, Chicago Ridge to St. Christina
Church, 111th & Homan Ave., Chicago; Mass 11:00
a.m. Interment Holy Sepulchre Cemetery; In lieu
of flowers, donations would be appreciated to the
Spinal Cord Injury Association of lllinois https://
sci-illinois.org/ Ph. 708-671-1808; For service infor-
mation: 708-422-2700, or www.curleyfuneralhome.
com

CURLEY FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned and Operated Since 1897

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

DeStefano, Rosalie A.

nee Dioguardi. Beloved wife of the late Paul. Loving
mother of Marc (Debra), Frank (llean), and Phillip.
Proud grandma of Angela (Ben) Bishop, Joe, Matt
(Angela), Paul, and Gina. Visitation Tuesday, January
21,2020 10:00am - 11:00am at THE ORIGINAL RAGO
BROTHERS FUNERAL HOME, 7751 W. Irving Park Rd.,
Chicago. Service at 11:00am at the funeral home,
followed by a procession to St. Joseph Cemetery.
For info: 773-276-7800 or ragobrothersfuneralhome.
com.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

(e 11, 20061, b v e 0222 1105
E Fo SO, W et 1 e v s
jror

ST Er, f My M o

P aTT e e e ot W Sy

(!Elticagoiitrilmne Death Notices

Chicago Tribune extends our condolences to the families
and loved ones of those who have passed,

chicagotribune.com/deathnotice

Gentile, Antoinette ‘Nettie’

Antoinette “Nettie” Gentile, 99, of Westchester,
beloved sister of the late Joseph (the late Jessie)
the late Salvatore (the late Mary) and the late
Frederick Gentile; devoted daughter of the late
Frederick and Anne Gentile; loving aunt of Linda
(the late Albert) Korbel, James (Susan) and Joseph
(Charlene) Gentile, Diane (John) Zilke and Mary Anne
(Edward) Arcuri. Visitation Wednesday, 4-8 p.m. at
Hursen Funeral Home & Crematory, SW corner of
Mannheim & Roosevelt Rds, Hillside/Westchester.
Prayers Thursday, 9 a.m. from the funeral home to
Divine Providence Church, Westchester, IL. Mass 10
a.m. Entombment Crucifixion Garden Mausoleum,
Queen of Heaven Cemetery. In Lieu of flowers,
memorials to Rainbow Hospice. Info 800-562-0082
www.hursen.com

- .Since 1882

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Gofis, Spiros ‘Spike’
Spiros “Spike” Gofis, age 80, of Palos Hills, and
born in Louka, Arkadia
Greece, passed away peace-
fully Friday morning, January
17th with his family at his
side. Beloved husband of
3 Catherine  nee  Siampos
for 55 years. Devoted fa-
~ ther of George and Amalia
Gofis. Cherished Pappou
of  Gabriella, Annabella,
and Julietta. Youngest lov-
ing brother of Konstantina Mparkas,
Dimitrios, Christ, and Dean Gofis.
Dearest uncle to his nephews and
nieces both in Greece and here in the
United States. Spiros was well-loved,
admired, and respected by many throughout his
life and successful career in the restaurant and en-
tertainment business. May His Memory Be Eternal!
Visitation will take place Wednesday, January 22nd
from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM at Saints Constantine &
Helen Greek Orthodox Church 11025 South Roberts
Road Palos Hills, lllinois 60465. Funeral Service will
begin at 11:00 AM. Orrico Kourelis Funeral Services
Inc. handling all arrangements. Interment Bethania
Cemetery Justice, lllinois. In lieu of flowers, memori-
als will be made to Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek
Orthodox Church. For info, please call 877/974-9201
or 815/462-0711 and www.Orricofuneral.com

Orrico [l [
KOURELISE =

Funeral Services, Inc.
Sign Guesthook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Koenig, Joseph
iosep_h Koegi%,’ 92. Beloved husband for 63 years

\W of Jacqueline, née Cowen;
devoted father of Ted
; (Nancy), Suzanne, Brandon

,§~\(Amy) and Leonard Koenig;
cherished grandfather of

] Michael, Stephanie, David,

W/ . Jonathan, Lila, Erica, and
o ‘w (or ori

-— I Rory Koenig; caring son of

-4 the late Theodore and Sarah
: Konigheit; dear brother of
the late Eva and Miriam
Konigheit; will be deeply missed by
many close friends and extended family.
Joseph was a Holocaust survivor, having
lost his family in the tragedy. He was a
proud veteran of both the Israeli and
U.S. Armies; he fought in the War of Independence
for the State of Israel and the Korean War. He was
active for many years in the Jewish War Veterans,
Czestochowa Society, and the lllinois Holocaust
Museum. Funeral service Wed, Jan. 22, 11 AM, at
Anshe Emet Synagogue, 3751 N. Broadway, Chicago.
Interment Memorial Park Cemetery, Skokie. In lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions may be made
to the Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education
Center, www.ilholocaustmeuseum.org, Anshe Emet
Synagogue, www.ansheemet.org, or the Alzheimer’s
Association, www.alz.org. For info: 847-256-5700.

WEINSTEIN & PISER
FUNERAL HOME

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Starting at $69.99

IN LOVING MEMORY

Pay tribute to the life of a family member or

special friend with a personalized memorial plaque.

(Chicago Tribune
STORE

SHOP NOW at chicagotribune.com/plaques
or call 877-687-4277
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Levine, Philip A.
Philip A. Levine, age 94. World War Il Veteran.
Beloved husband of the late

Shirley Rae Levine. Beloved
father of Frank (Holli) Levine
and  Andrew  (Michelle)
Levine. Proud grandfather of
Erin (Alex Morrison), Eddie,
Kayley, and Ben. Cherished
uncle of many. Wonderful
0 | "Machatenem” of Heddie
'/ and Bob Romanoff. Service
A\ Tuesday  1PM, at  Chicago
Jewish Funerals, 195 N. Buffalo Grove

Road (One block north of Lake Cook

Road) Buffalo Grove. Interment Memorial

Park Cemetery, Skokie. In lieu of flowers,

memorial contributions may be made

to Congregation Or Shalom, 21 Hawthorn Parkway,
Vernon Hills, IL 60061, www.orshalomic.org or
Honor Flight Chicago, www.honorflightchicago.org.
Arrangements by: Chicago Jewish Funerals - Buffalo
Grove Chapel, 847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com

CHICAGO JEWISH FUNERALS

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Liberatore, Elisabetta

Elisabetta Liberatore (nee Bruno) age 99, beloved
wife of the late Cesidio Liberatore; loving mother
of Antonia (Costantino) Susi, Anthony (Sharyn)
Liberatore, Cathy (Anthony) DeBella, Josie (Wayne)
Krause and Mary (James) Kase; devoted grand-
mother of Francesco (Angelica) Susi, Patrizia
(Darren) Lewis, Paul (Emily) Liberatore, Tony (Cali)
DeBella, Marc DeBella, Lisa (Joseph) Salcedo, Jarod
(Kimberly) Krause, Erica Krause, Jessica (Matthew)
Hein and Monica Kase; dearest great-grandmother
of 10; dear sister of Antonio (the late Diana), the
late Mario (the late Lina), Gregorio (the late llda),
Alessandro (Fernanda) and Achille (Vanda) Bruno;
fond aunt of many nieces and nephews. Funeral
Tuesday 2-8 P.M. Funeral Service Wednesday 10:00
A.M. at Lawn Funeral Home, 7732 W. 159th St. Orland
Park. Entombment Resurrection Cemetery.

Lam

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Limberopoulos, Theofanis
Theofanis Limberopoulos, age 86, passed away

<@’ on January 19, 2020. Beloved husband
of Georgia (nee Agoura). Loving father
of George, Dino, Penny (Bill) and Helen
(Jimmy). Cherished grandfather of Steven
(Alyssa), Nicholas and Colin. Loving
brother of Tasia (the late Panagiotis) Vasilogambros,
Lela (the late Wayne) Priest, Maria (the late Thomas)
Mavraganis, the late Louie (Connie) Limberopoulos.
Fond brother-in-law of Christos (Pota) Agouras,
Irene (Pete) Vallianatos, Konstantinos Agouras, and
Konstantina Agoura. Dear uncle to many nieces and
nephews.
Visitation, Tuesday, January 21, 2020 from 4:00PM-
8:00PM at Damar-Kaminski Funeral Home &
Crematorium, 7861 S. 88th Avenue, Justice, Illinois.
Funeral, Wednesday, January 22, 2020. Visitation
from 9:30AM until time of service at 10:30AM at
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church, 7560 S. Archer
Road, Justice, lllinois.
Interment, EImwood Cemetery, River Grove, lllinois.
For more info, www.kaminskifamilyfuneralhomes.
com or 708-496-0200.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries
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Chicago Tribune extends our condolences to the families
and loved ones of those who have passed,

Rapp, Joel S. ‘Boom Boom’
Joel "Boom Boom” Rapp, 73. Beloved father of
17 mN Jessica (Aaron) Pluda; proud
grandfather of Ethan and
Addison Pluda; loving brother
~ . of Dr. Michael (Andrea) Rapp
' and Rosalyn (late Neal)
- Levine; cherished uncle of
i Lisa (John) O'Toole, Scott
' June) Phillips, Dan Rapp, Dr.
/ Jon (Laura) Rapp, and the
late Benjamin Rapp; caring
great-uncle of Austin, Ashley,
and AJ O'Toole, Vivian, Julia, and Nathan
Rapp; devoted son of the late Morton
and Evelyn; dear former spouse of
Beth Hyatt; treasured cousin of Happy
Schmidt and Wayne Rapp and close
friend of Larry Gertzfeld. Joel was a graduate of Von
Steuben High School- shout out to the Anacondas!
A memorial service will be held Tues, Jan. 21, 2 PM,
at Weinstein & Piser Funeral Home, 111 Skokie Blvd,
Wilmette. Interment private. In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may be made to Friends of the
Israel Defense Forces, www.fidf.org, or American
Friends of Magen David Adom, www.afmda.org. For

info: 847-256-5700.

‘WEINSTEIN & PISER
FUNERAL HOME

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Smith, Adele
Adele Smith, nee Sewell, age 101, died peacefully in
her home, surrounded by loving family
on January 18, 2020. Preceded in death
by her husband of 61 years, Seymour,
and brothers Jerome and Norman
Sewell; loving mother of Deborah Smith
(Jim DiLorenzo); adored and adoring grandmother
of Julius and Leo DiLorenzo; beloved “auntie” of
Barbara, Pammy, Leslie; and other nieces, hephews,
and cousins. Special thanks to her devoted caregiver,
Maria. Adele was a proud “Rough Rider” and gradu-
ated from Roosevelt High School, Class of 1936.
Donations may be made to Roosevelt High School,
for details, email debsmith56@aol.com, or to WTTW
Channel 11, www.wttw.com. Service Wednesday
11am in the chapel of Westlawn Cemetery and
Mausoleum, 7801 W. Montrose Avenue, Norridge,
where interment will follow. Arrangements by
Lakeshore Jewish Funerals, 773-625-8621

Lakeshore

Jewish Funerals

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Wilson MD, Burgess

Burgess Wilson MD, age 62. Husbhand of Jennifer
Morgenstern. Loving father of Ariana and Alexander
Wilson. Brother of Rosser Wilson, John “Randy”
(Marguerite) Wilson, Wyndham Wilson (Larry
Gilstrap), and Damaris Wilson. A private family
service will be held. In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to The Nature Conservancy,
www.hature.org or The Sierra Club, www.sierraclub.
org . For shiva information on Monday, please
contact Chicago Jewish Funerals — Skokie Chapel,
847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com

CHICAGO JEWISH FUNERALS

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries
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EXCEPTIONAL PERSON DESERVES
WITH LIFE TRIBUTES

Our professional writers will assist you to
showcase and celebrate the life of your loved ones
with a beautifully written tribute prominently
placed within the Chicago Tribune.

CONTACT US
L 312.222.2222

¥ deathnotices@chicagotribune.com
O chicagotribune.com/lifetributes
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Every
life story
deserves
to be told.

Share your loved one's story at
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Chicago Cribune

Brought to you by Legacy.com®




6 Chicago Tribune | Business | Section2 | Monday, January 20, 2020

STUFF WANTED

LEGAL
NOTICES

TAKE

NOTICES

TAKE
NOTICES

TAKE
NOTICES

*Pinball - Arcades - Jukes* WANTED
Working or not. Call/txt 630-205-5283

BUYING old whiskey/bourbon/rye!
Looking for full/sealed vintage bottles
and decanters. PAYING TOP DOLLAR!!
773-263-5320

BUYING RECORD ALBUMS! Rock, Jazz & Blues.
Also vintage baseball cards!
847-343-1628

BUYING TOY TRAINS
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, HO, BRASS,
OLD TOYS,COIN OPERATEDGAMES, COKE
MACHINES, SLOT CARS, OLD SIGNS!
Dennis 630-319-2331

Wanted Paying Cash for Military Items,
American, German, Japanese & Other
Countries from Any Period. Marx Play
sets, Toy Soldiers, Trains, Miscellaneous
Toys & Antiques. Gary: 708-522-3400

WANTED FREON R12 R500 R11. We pa
CASH. Cert. professionals. 312-291-916
RefrigerantFinders.com/ad

Wanted: Oriental Rugs
Any size/ Any condition - for cash.
*** CALL 773-575-8088 ***

WE BUY COMIC BOOKS!
Top Prices Paid ~ Will Come To You
888-88-COMIC ComicBuyingCenter.com

STUFF FOR SALE

Bears Seat Licenses - Buy & Sell at
PSLsource.com or 800-252-8055

Stereo Mac One 2205 power amp, 1 MR78
FM Tuner, 1 Revox A77 Tape Recorder, One
B&O 8000 Turntable, One 50 amp center
amf), 2 Clipch corner horns, One Center
bell Clipch. One owner. Perfect. Clean &
adiusted. $25.000 Takes all. 630-530-0372

Sterling Silver Flatware Wallace Sterling;
Grand Barogue. Service for 12. $5,000.
262-960-9312

HAVANESE 312-755-5554
Chickamauga, GA  $1575 Males M&F

Home raised ﬁquies, AKC, best health
guarantee. NoahsLittleArk.com

Labrador Retrievers 618-396-2494
Meppen, IL - M/F
Goldendoodles,  Labradoodles, = Goldadors,
Golden Retrievers. Great disposition. Health
guaranteed. Shot/wormed. Ready Now.
Www.sieversretrievers.com

GENERAL

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Miracle Gal Met at Oprah event St. Paul
MN We Met at the Oprah Event in the lobby

what | was learning. You wanted the book
“The Power of Now.” A security guard
abruptly interrupted & informed you your
bag was too big to be let in. We were forced
to part & | never learned your name. I'm
hoping for a miracle reunion. 651-500-2549

Postage Stamp Show Free admission.
Ramada Plaza Chicago Northshore, 1090 S.
Milwaukee Ave. Wheelmg, IL. January 25th
& 26th. Sat. 10am-5pm. Sun. 10am-3pm.
Selling & eﬁ)ralsm% at its best. Beginners
welcome 847-922-5574
www.msdastamp.com

LEGAL NOTICES

GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

Notice is hereby given that Cicero School
District 99 will accept sealed lump sum
trade contractor bids for the Lincoln School
2020 Capital Improvements, 3545 S 61st Ave
Cicero, IL 60804.

Bid packages include: BP4-Masonry

The project consists of providing all work
per Contract Documents dated 01/21/20
prepared by FGM Architects Inc. 1211 W.
22nd St. Oakbrook, IL 60523 project no.
20-2795.01, Bid Manual dated 01/21/20
prepared by Vision Construction &
Consulting, Inc. 1733 N. 33rd Ave. Stone
Park, IL 60165 project no. 19-133.

There will be a non-mandatory Pre-
Bid meeting held on 01/29/20, 3:30PM
local prevailing time located at Lincoln
Elementary School 3545 S 61st Ave Cicero,
IL 60804. After the meeting, a tour of the
work areas will be conducted. Additional
tours may be conducted by contacting
Vision Construction & Consulting, Inc. attn.
Jim  Dombrowski, 708.590.9716, email
jimd@visionconstruction.us  or  Ashkan
Mizani, 312.982.1041, email ashkan@
visionconstruction.us . All bidders and
their subs are invited to attend the pre-bid
meeting.

Sealed bids will be received by Cicero School
District 99, 511024th St, Cicero, Illinois 60804
until 11:00 AM local prevailing time, Feb. 04,
2020. Immediately thereafter the bids will
be publicly opened and read aloud. No
immediate decision will be rendered. Bids
will be tabulated, studied, and presented to
the Owner. Contracts will be awarded, if at
all, by Cicero School District 99 at the next
Board meeting. All questions concerning
the bid must be submitted to Vision
Construction & Consulting, Inc. in writing.
All bidders must procure a current set of
drawings, specifications, bid manual and
asbestos project design documents. Bidders
may rely only on information contained in
the bid documents and provided in written
addenda during this bid process, and
shall not rely on any oral information or
interpretations given by any representatives
or agents of Cicero School District 99, FGM
Architects Inc., Engineers, Consultants or
Vision Construction and Consulting, Inc.
Additional  details pertaining to the
construction projects are set forth in the
Bid Documents available and obtained
on or after 01/21/20. All documents can
be obtained from Vision Construction &
Consulting, Inc. or from BHFX Digital Imaging,
80 W Seegers Rd. Arlington Heights, IL 60005.
Please contact BHFX at 847-593-3161.

All trade contractors must pay prevailing
wages in accordance  with  IDOL
requirements for Cook County, lllinois.

All bidders are required to submit a bid
security with their bid. The security amount
shall be ten percent (10%) of their total bid
amount. The bid security may be in the form
of a bid bond issued by a surety licensed
to do business in the State of lllinois, a
cashier’s check or a certified check payable
to the School District.

The District reserves the right to defer the
award of the contract(s) for a period not
to exceed sixty (60) calendar days from
the date bids are received, and to accept
or reject any or all proposals, and to waive
technicalities.

1/20/2020 6575914

BUSINESS &
SERVICE
DIRECTORY

PLEASE VISIT
CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM/ADVERTISER
TO PLACE LISTING

PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES

Business Accounting and Tax Prepartation
Corporation, individual, payroll, sales tax.
Incorporation svcs. CPA Firm 630-561-0586

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed separate bids will be received by the
Board of Education, Oak Park Elementary
School District 97 (the "Board”) for the
following project:

OAK PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT

97
D97 SUMMER 2020 RENOVATIONS
BROOKS, HATCH, IRVING, JULIAN,

LONGFELLOW, MANN
OAK PARK, IL 60302

BID GROUP 1 - DEMOLITION, MASONRY,
GENERAL TRADES, ROOFING, GLAZING,
DRYWALL, FLOORING, PAINTING, CASEWORK,
FIRE SUPPRESSION, PLUMBING, HVAC, and
ELECTRICAL

Bids will be received until 2:00 p.m. CST on
Tuesday, January 28, 2020 at the Oak Park
Elementary School District 97 Administrative
offices, 260 Madison Street, Oak Park, IL
60302, and will be publicly opened and read
at 2:30 p.m. CST on that date. Bids shall be
submitted in an opaque sealed envelope
clearly marked:

Oak Park Elementary School District 97

260 Madison Street, Oak Park, IL 60302
Attention: Bulley & Andrews

Project: D97 SUMMER 2020 RENOVATIONS
- BID PACKAGE 1

Scope of work for Bid Package 1 generally
includes, but is not limited to: demolition,
masonry, general trades, roofing, glazing,
drywall, flooring, painting, casework, fire
suppression, plumbing, HVAC, and electrical.

All bids must be submitted in accordance
with the bidding instructions contained
in the Bidding Documents for the project.
Bid security in the form of a bid bond in an
amount equal to ten percent (10%) of the
base bid amount shall be submitted with
the bid. Should a bid bond be submitted,
the bond shall be payable to the Board of
Education, Oak Park Elementary School
District 97, 260 Madison Street, Oak Park,
IL 60302. All documents and information
required by the bidding instructions
contained in the Bidding Documents for
the project shall be submitted with the bid.
Incomplete, late or non-conforming bids
may not be accepted.

No bids shall be withdrawn, cancelled or
modified after the time for opening of bids
without the Board’s consent for a period of
ninety (90) days after the scheduled time of
bid opening.

The Bidding Documents for the project
(which include the bidding instructions for
the project and other related documents)
will be available Monday January 13, 2020
and are available for viewing/download
online without cost or purchase on the
Bulley & Andrews, LLC One Drive, located
at the following link. No username or
password is required.

https://bulleyandrews-my.sharepoint.
com/:f:/g/personal/jkraft_bulley_com/
EqKJVLUKNtVEUy1RTbbOFDUB4N1U-
NgcMEdKceoMFlynzQ

The Board reserves the right to reject any
or all bids or parts thereof, or waive any
irregularities or informalities, and to make
an award that in the Board’s sole opinion is
in the best interest of the District.

The site will be available for visits by
appointment to be coordinated with Bulley
& Andrews, LLC. Interested parties may
inspect the existing conditions. Schedule
an appointment with John Kraft of Bulley &
Andrews in advance if you wish to visit the
sites.

All bidders must comply with applicable
lllinois Law requiring the payment of
prevailing wages by all Contractors working
on public works. If during the time period
of work, the prevailing wage rates change,
the contractor shall be responsible for
additional costs without any change to the
contract amount. All bidders must comply
with the lllinois Statutory requirements
regarding labor, including Equal Employment
Opportunity Laws.

For additional information on the project,
contact John Kraft of Bulley & Andrews, LLC
at jkraft@bulley.com or 312-914-0351.

Future Bid Package 2 - General Trades 2,
is expected to be available on or around
February 10, 2020: with a bid opening date
March 3, 2020;

Dated: 01/15/2020

John Kraft

Bulley & Andrews, LLC

1/15, 1/20, 1/27/2020 6568985

NOTICE OF PROPOSED BANK MERGER
Notice is hereby given that Royal Savings
Bank, 9226 Commercial Avenue, Chicago,
lllinois has made application to the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, Washington,
D.C. 20429, for its written consent to
purchase certain of the assets and assume
certain of the liabilities of branches located
at 1689 North Curran Road, McHenry,
lllinois, 60050 and 1301 Pyott Road, Lake
in the Hills, lllinois, 60156 (the “Branches”)
of North Shore Bank, FS.B., 15700 W.
Bluemound Road, Brookfield, Wisconsin.
It is contemplated that the Branches will
continue to be operated at their present
locations as Branches of Applicant following
consummation of the transaction.

This notice is published pursuant to Section
18(c) of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act.

Any person wishing to comment on this
application may file his or her comments
in writing with the Regional Director of the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation at its
Regional Office, 300 South Riverside Plaza,
Suite 1700, Chicago, lllinois 60606, not later
than February 19, 2020. The nonconfidential
portions of the application are on file at the
appropriate FDIC office and are available for
public inspection during regular business
hours. Photocopies of the nonconfidential
portion of the application file will be made
available upon request.

ROYAL SAVINGS BANK
Chicago, lllinois

NORTH SHORE BANK, F.S.B.
Brookfield, Wisconsin

1/20, 2/3, 2/14/2020 6576068

NOTICE HEREBY GIVEN

On March 1, 2020, a sale will be held at 2385
Kerper Boulevard, Dubuque, IA 52001, to
sell the following articles to enforce a lien
existing under the laws of the State of Illinois
against such articles for services expended
upon storage furnished for such articles
at the request of the following designated
persons, unless such articles are redeemed
within 30 days of the publication of this
notice:

Creditor/lessor: Hawkeye Boat Sales, Inc.

Article: 2007 26 Outlaw Baha Boat, hull ID
AGC67087C707

Lien amount: $39,591.85

Last Owner: Gene Gorak

Contact: Zeke R. McCartney, 110 E. 9th
Street, Dubuque, IA 52001

Phone: 563-556-8000

1/6,1/13, 1/20/2020 6561853

TO: Heirs and Devisees of Sandee Gilligan;
Occupant of Unit CO-07; Park Place Tower
1 Condominium Association, c/o David
Sugar; Judgment Creditors, And Decree
Creditors, If Any Of The Above Described
As “Unknown Owners"”; Karen A. Yarbrough,
Cook County Clerk; Parties In Occupancy
Or Actual Possession Of Said Property;
Unknown Owners Or Persons Interested In
Said Land Or Lot. TAX DEED NO. 2019 COTD
004917 FILED: December 18, 2019 TAKE
NOTICE County of Cook, State of Illinois Date
Premises Sold: July 23, 2019 Certificate No.
195-0009068 Sold for General Taxes of: 2019
Scavenger Sale (2010-2017) Sold For Special
Assessment of (Municipality) Not Applicable.
And Special Assessment No. Not Applicable.
Warrant No. Not Applicable. Inst. No. Not
Applicable. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD
FOR DELINQUENT TAXES Property located at:
655 W. Irving Park Rd., Unit CO-07, Chicago,
lllinois Legal Description or Property Index
No. 14-21-101-054-2128 Vol. 485 This notice
is to advise you that the above property
has been sold for delinquent taxes and
that the period of redemption from the sale
will expire on May 04, 2020. The amount to
redeem is subject to increase at 6 month
intervals from the date of sale and may be
further increased if the purchaser at the
tax sale or his or her assignee pays any
subsequently accruing taxes or special
assessments to redeem the property from
subsequent forfeitures or tax sales. Check
with the County Clerk as to the exact amount
you owe before redeeming. This notice is
also to advise you that a petition has been
filed for a tax deed which will transfer title
and the right to possession of this property
if redemption is not made on or before May
04, 2020. This matter is set for hearing in the
Circuit Court of this County in Room 1704,
Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W. Washington
Street, Chicago, Illinois on May 15, 2020 at
9:30 a.m. You may be present at this hearing
but your right to redeem will already have
expired at that time. YOU ARE URGED TO
REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT LOSS OF
PROPERTY Redemption can be made at any
time on or before May 04, 2020 by applying
to the County Clerk of Cook County, lllinois,
at the Office of the County Clerk in Chicago,
lllinois. For further information contact the
County Clerk. Address: 118 N. Clark Street,
Room 434, Chicago, IL 60602 Telephone:
(312) 603-5645 JOHN GIAMBARBEREE,
purchaser or assignee Dated: January 10,
2020 Judd M. Harris #55136 933 West Van
Buren St. Suite 304 Chicago, IL 60607 312-
795-9600 harrislaw@sbcglobal.net

1/20, 21, 22/2020 6570009

TO: FJW Chicago Land, LLC, Series 10, c/o0
Yasir Malik; FJW Chicago Land, LLC, c/o Floyd
Williams, Jr.; FJW Chicago Land, LLC; James
Sykes; Chris Athanasopoulos; Occupant(s)
of 3249 W. Walnut; Judgment Creditors,
And Decree Creditors, If Any Of The Above
Described As “Unknown Owners"”; Karen A.
Yarbrough, Cook County Clerk; Parties In
Occupancy Or Actual Possession Of Said
Property; Unknown Owners Or Persons
Interested In Said Land Or Lot. TAX DEED
NO. 2019 COTD 004989 FILED: December
26, 2019 TAKE NOTICE County of Cook,
State of lllinois Date Premises Sold: July
23, 2019 Certificate No. 195-0009762 Sold
for General Taxes of: 2019 Scavenger Sale
(2011-2017) Sold For Special Assessment
of (Municipality) Not Applicable. And
Special Assessment No. Not Applicable.
Warrant No. Not Applicable. Inst. No. Not
Applicable. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD
FOR DELINQUENT TAXES Property located
at: 3251 W. Walnut, Chicago, Illinois Legal
Description or Property Index No. 16-11-411-
034-0000 Vol. 554 This notice is to advise
you that the above property has been sold
for delinquent taxes and that the period of
redemption from the sale will expire on May
04, 2020. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the
date of sale and may be further increased
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax
sales. Check with the County Clerk as to the
exact amount you owe before redeeming.
This notice is also to advise you that a
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession
of this property if redemption is not made
on or before May 04, 2020. This matter is set
for hearing in the Circuit Court of this County
in Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W.
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois on May
15, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem
will already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY Redemption
can be made at any time on or before May
04, 2020 by applying to the County Clerk
of Cook County, Illinois, at the Office of the
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
Address: 118 N. Clark Street, Room 434,
Chicago, IL 60602 Telephone: (312) 603-5645
THOMAS CHOATE, purchaser or assignee
Dated: January 10, 2020 Judd M. Harris
#55136 933 West Van Buren St. Suite 304
Chicago, IL 60607 312-795-9600 harrislaw@
sbcglobal.net

1/20, 21, 22/2020 6570006

TO: Secretary of Housing & Urban
Development; Martha E. Clark; Percy Clark;
Loren Dupree; Xiaohua M. Liu; Occupant of
2852 W. Fillmore, Apt. 1; Occupant of 2852
W. Fillmore, Apt 2; lesha Null Montgomery;
Travis E. Noel; Michael C. Ransom; City of
Chicago, c/o City Clerk; Judgment Creditors,
And Decree Creditors, If Any Of The Above
Described As “Unknown Owners"”; Karen A.
Yarbrough, Cook County Clerk; Parties In
Occupancy Or Actual Possession Of Said
Property; Unknown Owners Or Persons
Interested In Said Land Or Lot. TAX DEED
NO. 2019 COTD 004990 FILED: December
26, 2019 TAKE NOTICE County of Cook,
State of lllinois Date Premises Sold: July
23, 2019 Certificate No. 195-0009807 Sold
for General Taxes of: 2019 Scavenger Sale
(2015-2017) Sold For Special Assessment
of (Municipality) Not Applicable. And
Special Assessment No. Not Applicable.
Warrant No. Not Applicable. Inst. No. Not
Applicable. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD
FOR DELINQUENT TAXES Property located
at: 2854 W. Fillmore, Chicago, lllinois Legal
Description or Property Index No. 16-13-323-
027-0000 Vol. 558 This notice is to advise
you that the above property has been sold
for delinquent taxes and that the period of
redemption from the sale will expire on May
04, 2020. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the
date of sale and may be further increased
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax
sales. Check with the County Clerk as to the
exact amount you owe before redeeming.
This notice is also to advise you that a
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession
of this property if redemption is not made
on or before May 04, 2020. This matter is set
for hearing in the Circuit Court of this County
in Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W.
Washington Street, Chicago, lllinois on May
15, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem
will already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY Redemption
can be made at any time on or before May
04, 2020 by applying to the County Clerk
of Cook County, Illinois, at the Office of the
County Clerk in Chicago, lllinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
Address: 118 N. Clark Street, Room 434,
Chicago, IL 60602 Telephone: (312) 603-5645
THOMAS CHOATE, purchaser or assignee
Dated: January 10, 2020 Judd M. Harris
#55136 933 West Van Buren St. Suite 304
Chicago, IL 60607 312-795-9600 harrislaw@
sbcglobal.net

1/20, 21, 22/2020 6570005

TO: Secretary of Housing & Urban
Development; Martha E. Clark; Percy Clark;
Loren Dupree; Xiaohua M. Liu; Occupant of
2852 W. Fillmore, Apt. 1; Occupant of 2852
W. Fillmore, Apt 2; lesha Null Montgomery;
Travis E. Noel; Michael C. Ransom; City of
Chicago, c/o City Clerk; Judgment Creditors,
And Decree Creditors, If Any Of The Above
Described As “Unknown Owners”; Karen A.
Yarbrough, Cook County Clerk; Parties In
Occupancy Or Actual Possession Of Said
Property; Unknown Owners Or Persons
Interested In Said Land Or Lot. TAX DEED
NO. 2019 COTD 004991 FILED: December
26, 2019 TAKE NOTICE County of Cook,
State of lllinois Date Premises Sold: July
23, 2019 Certificate No. 195-0009808 Sold
for General Taxes of: 2019 Scavenger Sale
(2015-2017) Sold For Special Assessment
of (Municipality) Not Applicable. And
Special Assessment No. Not Applicable.
Warrant No. Not Applicable. Inst. No. Not
Applicable. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD
FOR DELINQUENT TAXES Property located
at: 2856 W. Fillmore, Chicago, lllinois Legal
Description or Property Index No. 16-13-323-
028-0000 Vol. 558 This notice is to advise
you that the above property has been sold
for delinquent taxes and that the period of
redemption from the sale will expire on May
04, 2020. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the
date of sale and may be further increased
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax
sales. Check with the County Clerk as to the
exact amount you owe before redeeming.
This notice is also to advise you that a
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession
of this property if redemption is not made
on or before May 04, 2020. This matter is set
for hearing in the Circuit Court of this County
in Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W.
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois on May
15, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem
will already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY Redemption
can be made at any time on or before May
04, 2020 by applying to the County Clerk
of Cook County, Illinois, at the Office of the
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
Address: 118 N. Clark Street, Room 434,
Chicago, IL 60602 Telephone: (312) 603-5645
THOMAS CHOATE, purchaser or assignee
Dated: January 10, 2020 Judd M. Harris
#55136 933 West Van Buren St. Suite 304
Chicago, IL 60607 312-795-9600 harrislaw@
shcglobal.net

1/20, 21, 22/2020 6570000

TO: Heirs and Devisees of Peter Brad, c/o
Julie Brad; Julie Brad (heir to the Estate of
Peter Brad); Adraina Brad Schanen (heir to
the Estate of Peter Brad); Daniel Brad (heir
to the Estate of Peter Brad); Daniel Brad
(heir to the Estate of Peter Brad); Clear
Channel Outdoor, LLC, c/o CT Corporation
System; City of Chicago, c/o City Clerk;
Judgment Creditors, And Decree Creditors, If
Any Of The Above Described As “Unknown
Owners”; Karen A. Yarbrough, Cook County
Clerk; Parties In Occupancy Or Actual
Possession Of Said Property; Unknown
Owners Or Persons Interested In Said Land
Or Lot. TAX DEED NO. 2019 COTD 004956
FILED: December 19, 2019 TAKE NOTICE
County of Cook, State of lllinois Date
Premises Sold: July 23, 2019 Certificate No.
195-0009867 Sold for General Taxes of: 2019
Scavenger Sale (2011-2017) Sold For Special
Assessment of (Municipality) Not Applicable.
And Special Assessment No. Not Applicable.
Warrant No. Not Applicable. Inst. No. Not
Applicable. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD
FOR DELINQUENT TAXES Property located
at: 337 S. Pulaski Rd. Chicago, lllinois Legal
Description or Property Index No. 16-14-110-
039-0000 Vol. 559 This notice is to advise
you that the above property has been sold
for delinquent taxes and that the period of
redemption from the sale will expire on May
04, 2020. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the
date of sale and may be further increased
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem
the property from subsequent forfeitures
or tax sales. Check with the County Clerk
as to the exact amount you owe before
redeeming. This notice is also to advise
you that a petition has been filed for a tax
deed which will transfer title and the right
to possession of this property if redemption
is not made on or before May 04, 2020.
This matter is set for hearing in the Circuit
Court of this County in Room 1704, Richard
J. Daley Center, 50 W. Washington Street,
Chicago, lllinois on May 15, 2020 at 9:30
a.m. You may be present at this hearing
but your right to redeem will already have
expired at that time. YOU ARE URGED TO
REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT LOSS OF
PROPERTY Redemption can be made at any
time on or before May 04, 2020 by applying
to the County Clerk of Cook County, Illinois,
at the Office of the County Clerk in Chicago,
lllinois. For further information contact the
County Clerk. Address: 118 N. Clark Street,
Room 434, Chicago, IL 60602 Telephone:
(312) 603-5645 VANESSA SMITH, purchaser
or assignee Dated: January 10, 2020 Judd
M. Harris #55136 933 West Van Buren St.
Suite 304 Chicago, IL 60607 312-795-9600
harrislaw@sbcglobal.net

1/20, 21, 22/2020 6570012

TO: Juan C. Martinez; Town of Cicero, c/o
Town Clerk; Judgment Creditors, And Decree
Creditors, If Any Of The Above Described As
“Unknown Owners”; Karen A. Yarbrough,
Cook County Clerk; Parties In Occupancy
Or Actual Possession Of Said Property;
Unknown Owners Or Persons Interested
In Said Land Or Lot. TAX DEED NO. 2019
COTD 004952 FILED: January 8, 2020 TAKE
NOTICE County of Cook, State of Illinois Date
Premises Sold: July 12, 2019 Certificate No.
195-0000954 Sold for General Taxes of: 2019
Scavenger Sale (2007-2017) Sold For Special
Assessment of (Municipality) Not Applicable.
And Special Assessment No. Not Applicable.
Warrant No. Not Applicable. Inst. No. Not
Applicable. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD
FOR DELINQUENT TAXES Property located
at: 5437 W. 25th St., Cicero, lllinois Legal
Description or Property Index No. 16-28-125-
002-0000 Vol. 043 This notice is to advise
you that the above property has been sold
for delinquent taxes and that the period of
redemption from the sale will expire on May
18, 2020. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the
date of sale and may be further increased
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax
sales. Check with the County Clerk as to the
exact amount you owe before redeeming.
This notice is also to advise you that a
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession
of this property if redemption is not made
on or before May 18, 2020. This matter is set
for hearing in the Circuit Court of this County
in Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W.
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois on June
01, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem
will already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY Redemption
can be made at any time on or before
May 18, 2020 by applying to the County
Clerk of Cook County, lllinois, at the Office
of the County Clerk in Chicago, lllinois. For
further information contact the County
Clerk. Address: 118 N. Clark Street, Room
434, Chicago, IL 60602 Telephone: (312) 603-
5645 ANTONIO CALLES AND ALFREDO ORTIZ,
purchaser or assignee Dated: January 15,
2020 Judd M. Harris #55136 933 West Van
Buren St. Suite 304 Chicago, IL 60607 312-
795-9600 harrislaw@sbcglobal.net

1/20, 21, 22/2020 6575570

TO: Juan C. Martinez; Town of Cicero, c/o
Town Clerk; Judgment Creditors, And Decree
Creditors, If Any Of The Above Described As
“Unknown Owners”; Karen A. Yarbrough,
Cook County Clerk; Parties In Occupancy
Or Actual Possession Of Said Property;
uUnknown Owners Or Persons Interested
In Said Land Or Lot. TAX DEED NO. 2019
COTD 004953 FILED: January 8, 2020 TAKE
NOTICE County of Cook, State of lllinois Date
Premises Sold: July 12, 2019 Certificate No.
195-0000955 Sold for General Taxes of: 2019
Scavenger Sale (2007-2017) Sold For Special
Assessment of (Municipality) Not Applicable.
And Special Assessment No. Not Applicable.
Warrant No. Not Applicable. Inst. No. Not
Applicable. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD
FOR DELINQUENT TAXES Property located
at: 5435 W. 25th St., Cicero, lllinois Legal
Description or Property Index No. 16-28-125-
003-0000 Vol. 043 This notice is to advise
you that the above property has been sold
for delinquent taxes and that the period of
redemption from the sale will expire on May
18, 2020. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the
date of sale and may be further increased
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax
sales. Check with the County Clerk as to the
exact amount you owe before redeeming.
This notice is also to advise you that a
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession
of this property if redemption is not made
on or before May 18, 2020. This matter is set
for hearing in the Circuit Court of this County
in Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W.
Washington Street, Chicago, lllinois on June
01, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem
will already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY Redemption
can be made at any time on or before
May 18, 2020 by applying to the County
Clerk of Cook County, lllinois, at the Office
of the County Clerk in Chicago, Illlinois. For
further information contact the County
Clerk. Address: 118 N. Clark Street, Room
434, Chicago, IL 60602 Telephone: (312) 603-
5645 ANTONIO CALLES AND ALFREDO ORTIZ,
purchaser or assignee Dated: January 15,
2020 Judd M. Harris #55136 933 West Van
Buren St. Suite 304 Chicago, IL 60607 312-
795-9600 harrislaw@sbcglobal.net

1/20, 21, 22/2020 6575566

TO: Ryan Stewart (as sole heir to the Estate
of Roger G. Stewart and Willie Ann Stewart);
Billie Caldwell; Heirs to the Estate of Willie
Ann Stewart, c/o Ryan Stewart; lllinois
Departmet of Revenue (re: Willie Stewart);
lllinois Attorney General; Internal Revenue
Service; United States Attorney; United
States Attorney General, U.S. Department
of Justice; Judgment Creditors, And Decree
Creditors, If Any Of The Above Described As
“Unknown Owners”; Karen A. Yarbrough,
Cook County Clerk; Parties In Occupancy
Or Actual Possession Of Said Property;
unknown Owners Or Persons Interested In
Said Land Or Lot. TAX DEED NO. 2019 COTD
004987 FILED: December 26, 2019 TAKE
NOTICE County of Cook, State of lllinois Date
Premises Sold: July 04, 2017 Certificate No.
175-0009816-D1692 Sold for General Taxes
of: 2017 Scavenger Sale (2008-2015) Sold
For Special Assessment of (Municipality)
Not Applicable. And Special Assessment No.
Not Applicable. Warrant No. Not Applicable.
Inst. No. Not Applicable. THIS PROPERTY
HAS BEEN SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES
Property located at: 19409 Oak Ave, Country
Club Hills, IL Legal Description or Property
Index No. 31-10-200-079-1005 Vol. 540/178
This notice is to advise you that the above
property has been sold for delinquent taxes
and that the period of redemption from
the sale will expire on May 04, 2020. The
amount to redeem is subject to increase at
6 month intervals from the date of sale and
may be further increased if the purchaser
at the tax sale or his or her assignee pays
any subsequently accruing taxes or special
assessments to redeem the property from
subsequent forfeitures or tax sales. Check
with the County Clerk as to the exact amount
you owe before redeeming. This notice is
also to advise you that a petition has been
filed for a tax deed which will transfer title
and the right to possession of this property
if redemption is not made on or before May
04, 2020. This matter is set for hearing in the
Circuit Court of this County in Room 1704,
Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W. Washington
Street, Chicago, lllinois on May 15, 2020 at
9:30 a.m. You may be present at this hearing
but your right to redeem will already have
expired at that time. YOU ARE URGED TO
REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT LOSS OF
PROPERTY Redemption can be made at any
time on or before May 04, 2020 by applying
to the County Clerk of Cook County, Illinois,
at the Office of the County Clerk in Chicago,
lllinois. For further information contact the
County Clerk. Address: 118 N. Clark Street,
Room 434, Chicago, IL 60602 Telephone:
(312) 603-5645 KIRK HOPKINS, purchaser
or assignee Dated: January 10, 2020 Judd
M. Harris #55136 933 West Van Buren St.
Suite 304 Chicago, IL 60607 312-795-9600
harrislaw@sbcglobal.net

1/20, 21, 22/2020 6570015
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BLACKHAWKS 5, JETS 2

Point to record book

Kane joins Hull, Mikita,
Savard as only Hawks
to score 1,000 points

By JIMMY GREENFIELD

Patrick Kane became the fourth
player to score 1,000 points in a
Blackhawks uniform when he hit
the milestone in the third period
of the Blackhawks’ 5-2 victory —
their fifth straight — over the Jets
on Sunday night at the United
Center.

Kane, 31, had an assist on
Brandon Saad’s goal to join Hall of

Famers Stan Mikita, Bobby Hull
and Denis Savard.

Kane, who is the 90th player in
NHL history to hit the 1,000-point
mark, did it in the 953rd game of
his career. He is the seventh active
player to reach 1,000 points along
with Joe Thornton, Alex
Ovechkin, Sidney Crosby, Patrick
Marleau, Evgeni Malkin and Eric
Staal.

According to the NHL, Kane is
the youngest U.S. player to reach
the milestone. Kane, 31 years, 61
days old, eclipsed former Black-
hawk Jeremy Roenick, who was
32 years, 13 days old when he did

it.

The Hawks improved to 24-
20-6 and pulled to within three
points of the Coyotes for the final
Western Conference wild-card
spot. Robin Lehner had 36 saves
for his sixth win in his last seven
starts.

The Blackhawks took a 1-0 lead
less than three minutes into the
game on Alex Nylander’s sixth
goal of the season and first in his
last 11 games.

Nylander took a pass from Erik
Gustafsson as he was skating
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Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane celebrates with teammates after
scoring his1,000th point on an assist Sunday at the United Center.
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SUPER BOWL LIV

HARD ROCK STADIUM, MIAMI GARDENS, FLA.
CHIEFS VS. 49ERS | 5:30 PM. FEB. 2 | FOX-32

RED ALERT

TOM PENNINGTON/GETTY
Patrick Mahomes of the Chiefs holds up the Lamar Hunt trophy after defeating the

Titans in the AFC championship game on Sunday.

AFC CHAMPIONSHIP CHIEFS 35, TITANS 24

Mahomes does it all against Titans,
Chiefs to first Super Bowl since 1970
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49ers running back Raheem Mostert celebrates after a long run against the Packers on
Sunday. He finished with 220 yards rushing and four touchdowns.

NFC CHAMPIONSHIP 49ERS 37, PACKERS 20

49ers build 27-0 halftime lead, run
wild on Packers for 288 yards rushing

Lou Piniella returns to
the Cubs as an analyst

It has been nearly a make his return to
decade since Lou Wrigley after the sur-
Piniella stepped foot in prising announcement
Wrigley Field. Saturday that he’ll be

He left with tears in part of the Marquee
his eyes on Aug. 22, Sports Network’s cov-
2010, after deciding to erage of Cubs telecasts.
retire from managing PauL As the man known as
during theseason to SULLIVAN “Sweet Lou” liked to say:
take care of his ailing, Onthe Cubs  How about that?
90-year-old mother, “Just talk baseball,
Margaret. Cubs baseball,” Piniella told the

“I cried a little bit after the
game,” Piniella said during his
farewell news conference in the
cramped interview room behind
the Cubs dugout. “I get emo-
tional. 'm sorry”

A lot has happened since, in-
cluding the end of the Cubs
championship drought and the
renovation of Wrigley Field and
the surrounding neighborhood.
And now, at long last, Piniella will

Tribune on Sunday from his
home in Tampa, Fla. “Chicago is a
special city, and Cubs fans are just
great. I look forward to coming
back and having fun with this
thing. Thank God I don’t have to
make too many decisions. T
haven’t been back to the ballpark.
1did a couple appearances for
Oracle up on the rooftops, but I

Turn to Sullivan, Page 5
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Cubs infielder Nico Hoerner
stretches with students during
the Cubs Community Service

ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Day on Thursday.

CUBS

Hoerner may lead next
wave, lineup in change

Cubs varying core amid championship pressure

BY MARK GONZALES

While the Cubs face pressure
to field a championship contend-
er, there’s a possibility that their
core could change considerably
over the next two years as Kris
Bryant, Javier Baez and Anthony
Rizzo could depart via trade or
free agency.

But that also means the team’s
top prospects will have opportu-
nities to move up.

“The last couple years they
probably thought it was unattain-
able for them to be a part of;” said
Matt Dorey, the Cubs’ senior
director of player development.
“Now it’s a reality again. They
can be amember of the next core.

“I hope that we can continue
to add to our current and existing
(core) and win this year. I really
feel they have the talent to do
that. But I'm excited about the
opportunity, especially about the
2018 and (2019) drafts”

To prove his point, Dorey, who
spent the last six seasons as
director of amateur scouting,
mentioned Nico Hoerner, the
Cubs’ first-round pick in the 2018
draft, as a future candidate for
the leadoff spot.

Hoerner, 22, played impres-
sively during a three-week stint
with the Cubs in September after
he was promoted because of

Turn to Core, Page 5
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Williams pursues singles record

BY HELENE ELLIOTT
Los Angeles Times

The Australian Open is often called the
“Happy Slam” for its relaxed feeling and
swarms of knowledgeable fans who invest
their emotions in every point of the year’s
first major tournament.

But the cheer that customarily reigns
has been replaced this year by anxiety over
the bushfires that have ravaged parts of
Australia and dispatched smoky air toward
Melbourne Park, where several players
complained of breathing problems last
week.

Some qualifying matches were delayed
because of poor air quality that triggered
coughing spells and gasping. Delila
Jakupovic of Slovenia collapsed during her
match, Maria Sharapova and Laura Siege-
mund agreed to halt an exhibition match,
and Australia’s Bernard Tomic needed
medical attention for breathing problems.

Denis Shapovalov of Canada, seeded
13th, said he wouldn’t play if he believed
conditions to be unsafe.

“Obviously it’s a Grand Slam, it’s a big
opportunity, but 'm 20 years old. I don’t

want to risk my life, risk my health being
out there in these conditions when I can
play for the next 10, 15 years,” he told re-
porters on Saturday. “For my own health, if
it gets bad, I just don’t see what the point is.

“I think everyone’s kind of on the same
page. I don’t think I’ve seen anyone happy
with the way things are being dealt with.”

Tournament director Craig Tiley said
competition would start Monday as
planned. “We do have three indoor arenas
in which we can compete. It may look
different, but the tournament will happen,“
he said. “We are speculating if that would
happen, but if we had to work it out we
would”

An array of elite players, including Ser-
ena Williams, Naomi Osaka, Roger Federer,
Novak Djokovic and Australia’s Nick Kyr-
gios, united to participate in a charity fund-
raising event to support firefighting efforts.

Williams, seeded No. 8, is still pursuing
her 24th Grand Slam singles title and a
share of the record held by Australia’s
Margaret Court. Williams hasn’t won a
Slam event since she prevailed in Mel-
bourne in 2017 while in the early stages of
pregnancy.

She has since lost in the final of Wimble-
don twice and the U.S. Open twice, but she
might gain confidence from her victory in a

warm-up tournament in Auckland, New

competition.

Unlike the lead-up to her recent Slam
appearances, she has been able to train
without being hampered by injuries.

“I think if she just takes a little bit of
pressure off herself and she can just play

of her 18 Grand Slam singles titles in Aus-
tralia and will be on site for ESPN.
Williams is in the same quarter of the

in the field at 39. Venus Williams will start
by facing the youngest woman in the draw,
15-year-old Coco Gauff of Florida, who
won the pair’s matchup at Wimbledon last
summer in straight sets and became an
instant sensation.

No. 1 seed Ashleigh Barty of Australia,
last year’s French Open winner, comes in
buoyed by winning a pre-Open tourna-
ment in Adelaide, Australia. Defending
champion Osaka is the No. 3 seed.

On the men’s side, the “Big Three” of

Zealand, her first title since she returned to

her brand of tennis, she’s got a good shot at
winning it,” said Chris Evert, who won two

draw as her sister Venus, the oldest woman

LEE JIN-MAN/AP

Serena Williams returns a shot in her 6-0, 6-3 victory against Anastasia Potapova in the
first round of the Australian Open on Monday.

Rafael Nadal, Djokovic, and Federer will
try to maintain their Grand Slam strangle-

hold. One of the three has won the Austral-

ian Open in 13 of the last 14 years, a run
interrupted by Stan Wawrinka in 2014.

Nadal, 33, ended last year as No. 1 in the
world after he and Djokovic each won two
Slams. He has two Australian Open titles
among his 19 Slam singles championships.

Djokovic and Federer are in the same
half of the draw, setting up a potential
semifinal meeting.

John McEnroe, a seven-time Slam sin-
gles winner who’s now a commentator for
ESPN, said the top three remain favorites
despite the advances made by young chal-
lengers such as No. 4 seed Daniil Medve-
dev, who lost a thrilling five-set final to
Nadal at last year’s U.S. Open.

“Medvedev, to me, is the guy that has the

best chance of winning it right now,“ Mc-
Enroe said during a conference call. “I
think it’s closer than ever, obviously, that
these young guys are going to make a
breakthrough, but you’ve got to tip your
hat to the three guys.”

LET’S PLAY 2
Tuesday Feb.1
Panthers @Coyotes
7.30 p.m. 7p.m.
NBCSCH NBCSCH
Monday Wednesday
@Bucks T-wolves
4 p.m. 7p.m.
NBCSCH NBCSCH
MONDAY ON TV/RADIO
NBA
1:30 p.m. Raptors at Hawks NBA
4 p.m. Pelicans at Grizzlies TNT
4 p.m. Bulls at Bucks NBCSCH
WSCR-AM 670
6:30 p.m. Lakers at Celtics TNT
9 p.m. Warriors at Trail Blazers TNT

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

4 p.m. Sacred Heart at R. Morris  CBSSN
6 p.m. N.C. State at Virginia ESPN
6 p.m. Texas at West Virginia ESPNU
6 p.m. Bucknell at Colgate CBSSN
8 p.m. Oklahoma at Baylor ESPN

WOMEN'’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
5 p.m. Michigan State at Rutgers BTN
6 p.m. Miss. St. at South Carolina  ESPN2

7 p.m. Indiana at Maryland BTN
GOLF

1p.m. Korn Ferry: Abaco Classic Golf
NHL

2 p-m. Red Wings at Avalanche NHL
TENNIS

6 p.m. Australian Open Tennis
8 p-m. Australian Open ESPN2
2 a.m. (Tue.) Australian Open ESPN2

ASK THE REPORTER
BRAD BIGGS

What do you think about Jalen Hurts if
he’s there inthe second round? High
upside and a high-character guy. He
could push Mitch Trubisky, and even if
he doesn’t start right away, Matt
Nagy would have a new Taysom Hill-
like toy to play with. — @eric-
jen98778943

It’s early, but most expect Hurts to be on
the board in Round 2 and possibly later.
He will come to the NFL with a ton of
experience in big games, but scouts I've
spoken to about him disagree that he’s a
high-ceiling prospect. Nagy doesn’t need
a Taysom Hill-like toy now. He needs a
high-performing quarterback first.

"‘_dﬁGO ronw*i

UNG LIVES IN THE BAWGH

Chicago Forward brings together key voices and thought
leaders to explore the future of our city. Please join us on
Monday, February 24 for the first of our three events focused
on Chicago Forward: Young Lives in the Balance.

Chicago Tribune Publisher and Editor-in-Chief Bruce Dold
will lead a discussion on empowering Chicago’s at-risk youth.
The program will be followed by a reception for the speakers
and audience. Panelists include:

> Lori Lightfoot, Mayor of Chicago

> Sandra Abrevaya, President and Chief Impact Officer,
Thrive Chicago

> Alex Kotlowitz, author, An American Summer:
Love and Death in Chicago

> Tom Gilardi, Vice President of Youth Programs,
Mercy Home for Boys & Girls

> Marcelo Sanchez, Mercy Home for Boys & Girls alum

Monday, February 24
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm | Doors Open: 5:30 pm
Venue Six10, 610 South Michigan Ave.

To purchase tickets visit
chicagotribune.com/chicagoforward
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From the Chicago Tribune editors of the
beloved @vintagetribune Instagram
account comes this unexpected, inspired
portrait of one of the world’s great

STORE

metropolises.
hi N SHOP NOW at
(Chicago Tribune chicagotribune.com/vintagetribune

or call (866) 545-3534
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WILD-CARD DIVISIONAL AFC SBLIV NFC DIVISIONAL WILD-CARD

#6 Titans 20 Titans 28 Chiefs 35 5:30 p.m. 49ers 37 #149ers 27 #6 Vikings 26

#3 Patriots 13 #1Ravens 12 Titans 24 Feb.2 Packers 20 Vikings 10 #3 Saints (oT) 20
FOX

#4 Texans 22 #2 Chiefs 51 #2Packers 28 #5 Seahawks 17

#5 Bills (om)19 Texans 31 Seahawks 23 #4 Eagles 9

RICH SUGG/KANSAS CITY STAR

Chiefs QB Patrick Mahomes flexes after running for a 27-yard TD on Sunday. “It’s amazing,” Mahomes said of making the Super Bowl.

AFC CHAMPIONSHIP CHIEFS 35, TITANS 24

Mahomes leads Chiefs
to 1st Super Bowl since
winning it all 50 years ago

BY BARRY WILNER
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — With his best
imitation of a tightrope walker, Patrick
Mahomes high-wired the Chiefs into their
first Super Bowl in a half-century.

Oh sure, Mahomes did his usual superb
job passing, but it was his 27-yard tap dance
down the left sideline late in the first half
that gave the Chiefs their first lead. From
there, they outran the run-oriented Titans
and star back Derrick Henry for a 35-24
victory Sunday in the AFC championship.

At last, for the first time since January
1970 and the third time overall, the Chiefs
(14-4) are Super Bowl bound.

“I mean, it’s amazing. It really is,”
Mahomes said. “To be here, to be a part of
Chiefs Kingdom and to be able to do it here
at Arrowhead, these people deserve it. And,
we’re not done yet.”

Adding to the joy of the achievement,
coach Andy Reid and owner Clark Hunt
accepted the Lamar Hunt Trophy — named
after his father — emblematic of the AFC
title. It was handed over to them by Chiefs
Hall of Famer Bobby Bell, with Mahomes
and safety Tyrann Mathieu jumping for joy

on the makeshift stage.

Next up: chasing the Vince Lombardi
Trophy.

“Chiefs Kingdom, we are going to the
Super Bowl,” Hunt said.

“It’s awesome,” Reid said, asking the
crowd to chant “How about those Chiefs?”

The Chiefs lost in the very first Super
Bowl, 35-10 to the Packers. But they charged
back three years later to beat the Vikings
23-7 behind Len Dawson, Otis Taylor and
animated coach Hank Stram famously
urging his team to “keep matriculating the
ball down the field, boys!”

As they had done in their past three
“elimination” games, the sixth-seeded Ti-
tans (11-8) got started quickly. The differ-
ence at Arrowhead as opposed to the
Texans, Patriots and Ravens was that the
Chiefs had Mahomes, Tyreek Hill, Sasmmy
Watkins and Damien Williams on offense,
and a vastly upgraded defense from when
they lost in last year’s AFC title game. Henry
was held to 7 yards rushing in the second
half.

“They were doubling all these guys,”
Mahomes said of his spectacular TD run on
which he barely stayed in bounds. “I just ran
itand got some good blocking at the end and
found a way to get in the end zone.”

A week after they overcame a 24-0 deficit
against the Texans, the Chiefs had to rally
again.

Down 10-0 and 17-7, the hosts didn’t
flinch, building a 35-17 lead while control-

Off the waiting list

ling the clock with a strong ground game.
Naturally, Mahomes complemented that
with sharp passing, spreading the ball on
short and deep throws. The dagger came
with a 60-yard completion to Watkins for
the Chiefs’ 28th straight point midway in
the final period.

Mahomes thrust both arms in the air as
the crowd sang “I Want To Dance With
Somebody.”

After taking a 3-0 lead on Greg Joseph’s
first field goal — with the Titans’ penchant
for scoring in the red zone, he hadn’t been
called upon in his previous four games with
the team — the Titans got a huge break.
Bashaud Breeland appeared to make a
diving interception, but replay review
showed the ball hitting the ground.

Helped by consecutive offside penalties
and a a fourth-down pass to Adam
Humphries for his first career playoff
reception, the Titans converted on, what
else, Henry’s 4-yard run.

Then the Chiefs got rolling, scoring on
three successive series. Hill took it in on a
shovel pass, later beat top Titans corner-
back Logan Ryan for a 20-yard reception,
and Mahomes finished the half with his
brilliant jaunt down the left sideline with
half the Titans defense seemingly expecting
him to step out of bounds.

That gave the Chiefs a 21-17 lead. It went
to 28-17 on Williams’ 3-yard run to cap a
seven-minute drive. Then Watkins toasted
Logan for the clinching long pass.

Super Bowl
teams cash in
on QB gambles

BY EDDIE PELLS
Associated Press

Alittle more than two years ago, a pair
of teams gambled on quarterbacks who
had all kinds of potential but were far
from a sure thing,

Both teams guessed right.

The Chiefs will meet the 49ers in the
Super Bowl on Feb. 2 in Miami. Odds-
makers opened the line at pick ’em in a
title game featuring one franchise, the
49ers, trying to win a record-tying sixth
Lombardi Trophy against another, the
Chiefs, making their first appearance in
the big game in 50 years.

Their quarterbacks: Patrick Mahomes
(KC) and Jimmy Garoppolo (SF).

Mahomes, whose gaudy college stats
(his 5,052 passing yards led the country
in 2016) were a byproduct of playing at
pass-happy Texas Tech, was generally
viewed as no better than the second-best
quarterback in a 2017 draft that wasn’t
considered strong on quarterbacks to
begin with.

Chiefs coach Andy Reid disagreed. He
gave up a first-round pick in the
following year’s draft to move up to
select Mahomes in 2017. Now, in his
third season, Mahomes is a Super Bowl
quarterback. He has 11 postseason
touchdown passes, not a single intercep-
tion, and has even led the Chiefs in
rushing the last two weeks. With its
35-24 win over the Titans on Sunday in
the AFC title game, the Chiefs became
the first team in NFL history to go from
trailing by double digits to winning by
double digits in consecutive playoff
games.

“Everybody liked this guy,” Reid said,
in 2017, about the reaction from the
Chiefs front office and scouting depart-
ment after they’d spent time with
Mahomes in advance of the draft.
“Everybody fell in love with the kid and
how he went about his business and how
he played. That’s not something that
happens every year.”

Garoppolo, a second-round pick by
the Patriots in 2014, was considered the
quarterback-in-waiting despite a limited
resume as Tom Brady’s backup. But with
the Patriots not ready to part ways with
their franchise cornerstone, and with
Garoppolo’s contract running out, the
quarterback became expendable. The
49ers acquired him in the middle of the
2017 season for a second-round pick.

Garoppolo won his first five starts for
the 49ers and, before the season was out,
he had a five-year contract extension
that, at the time, included the highest
average yearly salary in NFL history.

“When you find the right guy at that
position, it’s really good for your fran-
chise,” 49ers GM John Lynch said, not
long after the trade.

Though Garoppolo’s 102 passer rating
this season was only 3.3 points less than
Mahomes’, the 49ers don’t depend on its
franchise QB the way the Chiefs do.

Exhibit A: Garoppolo threw only
eight passes and totaled only 77 yards in
the 49ers’ 37-20 win over the Packers in
the NFC title game Sunday. He’s helped
by a bruising running game recently
anchored by Raheem Mostert (220 yards
and four TDs on Sunday). And the 49ers
have found a game-wrecking defensive
end in rookie Nick Bosa. The second
pick in the 2019 draft had a sack Sunday
to go with the nine he recorded over the
regular season to fuel a defense that gave
up the fewest passing yards this season.

NFC CHAMPIONSHIP 49ERS 37, PACKERS 20

Gold rush: Mostert’s 4 TDs,
220 yards power 49ers win

By JosH DuBOwW
Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — From No. 2 pick
in the draft to one of the last two teams
standing.

It has been a remarkable turnaround for
the Super Bowl-bound 49ers.

Raheem Mostert rushed for 220 yards
and four touchdowns to make quarterback
Jimmy Garoppolo mostly a spectator, Nick
Bosa harassed Aaron Rodgers from the start
and the 49ers beat the Packers 37-20 for the
NFC championship Sunday.

The 49ers (15-3) advanced to their first
Super Bowl in seven years and will play the
Chiefs in two weeks in Miami for the
championship.

“Our team, it’s incredible to be a part of)”
Garoppolo said. “We can win so many
different ways. Raheem, those guys up
front, the tight ends obviously were just
dominating tonight. It was fun.”

The 49ers won just 10 games in the first
two seasons under coach Kyle Shanahan
and general manager John Lynch, going

4-12 last season after Garoppolo went down
with a season-ending knee injury in Week 3.

Now, the 49ers are one of two teams
remaining after delivering a second thor-
ough beating of the season to Rodgers and
the Packers (14-4). The 49ers are the third
team to make it to the Super Bowl a year
after winning four or fewer games, joining
the Bengals (1988) and Rams (1999).

Bosa, the prize for last year’s rough
season as the No. 2 overall pick, helped set
the tone when he ended the Packers’
second drive of the game with a 13-yard
sack of Rodgers.

Mostert, a former special teams standout,
did much of the rest in a remarkable
redemption story for an ex-surfer who was
cut seven times and carried the ball only
eight times in his first three NFL seasons.

But he has become a key part of the
NFC’s top team this year, leading the 49ers
with 772 yards rushing in the regular season
and delivering a performance for the ages in
the NFC title game.

He had the second-most yards rushing in
a playoff game to Eric Dickerson’s 248 for

TONY AVELAR/AP

Former special teams standout Raheem Mostert dives into the end zone for one of his
four rushing TDs during the 49ers’ victory over the Packers in the NFC title game Sunday.

the Rams on Jan. 4, 1986, and was the first
player to rush for at least four TDs and 200
yards in a playoff game.

“T just woke up like it was any other
game,” Mostert said. “It was one of those
things where hey, once we all get in a
groove, we're just going to keep it riding,
keep it going and that’s what we did.”

He had 160 yards rushing and three
scores at the half, becoming the only player

in NFL history to rush for at least 150 yards
and three TDs in the first half of a playoff
game.

“It was working,” Shanahan said of the
run-heavy approach. “If it’s working, you
stay with it

Rodgers and the Packers were unable to
match that performance as they got over-
whelmed by the 49ers’ dominant front for a
second time this season.
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Members of the Bulls react after Zach LaVine scored the winning basket against the Cavaliers on Saturday at the United Center.

BULLS 3 TAKEAWAYS

[.aVine the dream

More heroics from Bulls
star in a huge comeback
win over the Cavaliers

By JAMAL COLLIER

The Bulls were rescued by Zach LaVine
on Saturday night as he lit up the United
Center for 42 points with a 21-point fourth
quarter to lead an unlikely 118-116 come-
back victory against the Cavaliers.

LaVine’s heroics saved the Bulls from a
frustrating loss, but when a team comes
back from 19 points down in the second
half and 15 entering the final period, more
than a few things had to go right. A night
that began looking miserable for the Bulls
ended with them showing signs of prog-
ress.

Coach Jim Boylen rolled out a lineup he
hadn’t used all season. And credit the Bulls
for giving a much more inspired effort
defensively in a lineup that featured Kris
Dunn, LaVine and Tomas Satoransky in
the backcourt with Chandler Hutchison
and Lauri Markkanen in the frontcourt, a
smaller lineup that turned the tide in the
final period as they held the Cavs to 14
points on 27% shooting and paved the way
for LaVine to go off.

“Tenacity,” Dunn said. “Everybody was
flying around ... we switched a little bit,
changed it up on them. I love what the
coaches did, gave a different look. They
allowed us to go out there and fight.”

Here are three takeaways from the
Bulls’ comeback win against the Cavs:

1. Zach LaVine bails Bulls out from a
bad loss.

If not for a miss on a halfcourt shot
attempt at the buzzer, the Cavs would have
shot 70% in the first half in what was
quickly becoming one of the Bulls’ most
lackluster defensive efforts of the season.

“We were just low energy in the first
half?” Jim Boylen said. “We were slugging
uphill. Guys were trying, we were in mud a
little bit”

Enter Zach LaVine to lift the Bulls out of
the mud.

It’s still an issue that, at times, this
offense gets caught up watching LaVine
and waiting for him to bail them out of
possessions. But once he got hot Saturday,
they were paving the way for him to
succeed. And LaVine continues to show he
can rise to the occasion.

It’s making an awfully compelling All-
Star case for LaVine, especially as he
continues a red-hot January that should
put him firmly in consideration to play in
next month’s game at the United Center.
He is fourth in the NBA in scoring this
month, averaging 30.6 points per game and
shooting 50%, both his best for any month
this season.

“He’s been a monster, he’s been a
monster;,” Boylen said. “He’s been talking

on Saturday at the United Center.

in the huddles. He’s been chattering. He’s
been locked in. What he’s doing better is
he’s bouncing back from maybe a poor
moment or a bad stretch, he’s bouncing
back now. He’s not playing backward at all.
And that’s what the great ones do, they
don’t even worry about that play. And that
was a herculean effort”

2. The Bulls tried to get Lauri Markka-
neninvolved.

After Lauri Markkanen disappeared
down the stretch during their loss to the
76ers on Friday night, the Bulls came into
Saturday’s game determined to find more
scoring opportunities for him in the
offense. So they began the game by calling
a play for Markkanen, and even though it
resulted in a turnover, it showed a
commitment to try and get him more
involved on offense, one that continued all
game.

Markkanen started the second half with
a 3 and scored the first basket of the fourth
quarter before Zach LaVine took over. But
the Bulls got more of a contribution from
their third-year forward, whose scoring
and playing time have reverted to near his
rookie season instead of taking a step
forward.

On Saturday, he went 7-for-14 from the
field with 17 points in nearly 33 minutes,
playing the entire fourth quarter as the
Bulls made their comeback.

“I had no problems with that;” Markka-
nen said with a smile. “It was fun to be out
there.”

”He wants to help the team win,” Jim
Boylen said before the game. “I have to
make sure he’s involved. He was involved,
he didn’t shoot the ball enough (Friday
night). It wasn’t that he wasn’t involved, I
have to make sure that he gets more than
two shots. He’s fought through some
injury and he’s given us everything he has”

Bulls forward Lauri Markkanen eyes the basket under pressure from Cavs’ Cedi Osman

3. Wendell Carter Jr. is optimistic
about his return timeline as Bulls test
out new lineups.

The Bulls released an initial timeline
of four to six weeks for Wendell Carter
Jr’srecovery from a sprained right ankle,
and the second-year center believes he’s
on track to return at the shorter end of
that timeline. Carter, who has not played
since Jan. 6, is already feeling an
improvement in his ankle and even
though he is limited to upper-body
workouts, he is aiming for a return by the
All-Star break at the latest.

His return would be welcomed by the
Bulls, who are without Carter and rookie
center Daniel Gafford, sidelined for two to
four weeks with a dislocated thumb.

“It’s frustrating because I am a competi-
tor,” Carter said. “But on the back end,
everything happens for a reason and it
could’ve been worse”

The Bulls have been piecing together
their lineups without him, which included
the debut of that small lineup in the fourth
quarter with Lauri Markkanen at the five
and Chandler Hutchison at the four. That
lineup was on the floor during most of
their fourth-quarter comeback.

And even though Luke Kornet, who has
been filling in as the starting center, started
off hot with eight points in the first quarter
and finished with 11 overall, the Bulls
perhaps could use that smaller lineup
more frequently as they try to survive
without Carter.

“It was good, we were switching
everything, felt like we were a lot more
athletic and faster” Zach LaVine said.
“And it was an aggressive lineup. We’re out
there making plays when we needed to.
We were wearing them down, and with
Hutch out there it made it bigbecause if he
gets the rebound he can push it, too, so it
made it faster.”

Butler is
looking for
the right fit
on his foot

BY DEANTAE PRINCE

Jimmy Butler signed with Jordan Brand
in 2014 as the brightest star on the Bulls, a
logical marriage with the United Center
being the house Michael Jordan built.
Butler was so eager to become a Jordan
athlete that he reportedly took a 75% pay
cut.

Five years later, Butler plays for the Heat
and recently parted ways with Jordan
Brand, ending his multiyear contract 10
months early, according to Nick DePaula of
ESPN.com. Butler immediately becomes
one of the few high-profile players on the
sneaker market. His services are sure to be
well sought after, and with sneaker holidays
on the horizon — Martin Luther King Jr.
Day games and All-Star Weekend — now
feels as good a time as any to consider
Butler’s potential landing spots.

1. Li-Ning

Li-Ning appears to be the most obvious
choice for Butler’s new sneaker home.

Dwyane Wade, Butler’s friend and for-
mer Bulls teammate, has an ownership
stake in the Chinese company and has
played a part in attracting players such as
Klay Thompson and C.J. McCollum to the
brand. This move would fit the fiercely-
independent Butler’s approach in most
phases of his career. With Li-Ning, Butler
also would get his own signature shoe and
likely would become a higher priority than
with other brands.

2. Adidas

Though he had a different profile at the
time, Butler started his career with Adidas
— which had an inside track because of its
longstanding deal with Derrick Rose.

Adidas has since added a new crop of
dynamic stars, with James Harden and
Damian Lillard under the umbrella. Butler
would fit the style played by these All-Star
names and add a more vocal persona to the
brand. One thing Adidas can present is a
long line of Kobe Bryant legacy products to
hold Butler over while his own sneaker is
under construction.

Butler wore the Adidas Crazy 1 and
Adidas Crazy 8 with the Bulls.

3. Jordan Brand

Perhaps the door shouldn’t close on a
potential reconciliation just yet.

While he’s reportedly no longer a mem-
ber of the Jordan team, Butler has contin-
ued to play in the shoe, refraining from a
move to general Nike sneakers or a
complete defection to another brand. Butler
still could technically be under contract, but
he has been photographed in the Jordan
XXXI in recent Heat games.

That said, there’s still a chance the pay
cut Butler presented on the front end of his
deal became a reason to rip up his current
contract and return to the table. Butler, 30,
is getting into the latter part of his career
and has to make sure he doesn’t leave too
much money on the table. Jordan Brand
also has the off-court angle working for it,
with a plethora of retros and exclusives to
pick from.

4.Nike

Nike proper never can be counted out.
As the flagship brand that created sneaker
culture as we know it today, Nike has the
cache and resources to lure any NBA
player.

One thing working against Nike’s con-
tention here is Butler’s aversion to being
just one big fish in a large pond. Although
there was a time when he was content to fall
back into the crowd, Butler moved on from
that stage and prefers to be the center of his
universe. Nike is ultra selective when
deciding which players to make signature
athletes. The short list includes LeBron
James, Kyrie Irving, Kevin Durant, Giannis
Antetokounmpo and Paul George.

5.Under Armour

They don’t always win out but Under
Armour typically makes a run at big stars
when they become available.

They tempted Kevin Durant, vied for the
services of Zion Williamson and landed
Joel Embiid in recent years. Having
Stephen Curry as the flagship athlete and
part owner doesn’t hurt, either.

Butler might be a long shot, but Under
Armour has to be considered them as a
player when athletes of his ilk are on the
market.

6.Puma

Puma and New Balance are new to this
space, yet both companies have impressive
names on their rosters.

Puma is heavy on young athletes with ties
to New York, such as Knicks guards RJ
Barrett and Kevin Knox, or notables names
in Los Angeles, a la Lakers standouts
DeMarcus Cousins and Kyle Kuzma. Butler
would be the biggest name on the brand if
he signed with Puma, which also has access
to Roc Nation backing and a Jay-Z connec-
tion.

7. New Balance

New Balance threw a monkey wrench
into the sneaker recruiting process when
it surprisingly nabbed Kawhi Leonard,
who didn’t leave Jordan Brand on good
terms and continues to litigate with its
parent company, Nike, over his Claw
trademark. It would be quite the feather
in the cap if New Balance could steal two
Jordan Brand athletes from the powerful
Nike umbrella.
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CUBS CONVENTION 4 TAKEAWAYS

Smith has plenty to
say in return to Cubs

Amaya, team’s top

catching prospect,

getting high praise
BY MARK GONZALES

Here are four takeaways from
this weekend’s Cubs Convention.

1. Lee Smith is back home with
the Cubs and has plenty to say.

After serving as a roving minor-
league pitching coach for the
Giants for 20 seasons, Smith
rejoined the Cubs, the team with
which he embarked on a Hall of
Fame career as a closer.

Smith, 62, will serve as an
ambassador.

“What the hell does that
mean?” Smith quipped. “When
Mr. (Tom) Ricketts calls and says
do something, I'm going, yes.

“T said in my Hall of Fame
speech (in 2019) it’s (always) good
to be back home. I'm really loving
it. T’ll get a chance to see my old
buddies in the fire department
(adjacent to Wrigley Field) again.”

He also weighed in on the
Astros’ sign-stealing scandal.

“They’ve probably been doing it
for years,” Smith said. “But the
thing about it is, you're going to
say they won the World Series
only because they were stealing
signs? I think that’s bull. You've
got to pitch and play, go on the
road and all that.

“When I was in Chicago, I
remember the guys saying, ‘Oh,
man, they’ve got something going
on in the (Wrigley Field) center-
field clock. You do know we lost
96 (darn) games last year? Hey,
man, somebody ain’t doing it right
then.”

Smith said he approves of
baseball’s new rule that relievers
must face at least three batters. He
believes it will be beneficial to
their development.

“I like the idea of having that
(rule),” Smith said. “You can see
and learn how to pitch by facing
hitters. If you go out and face one
guy, you can make a bad pitch and
a guy still makes an out. You learn
how to pitch by seeing (more
hitters).”

2. The Cubs’ Matt Dorey en-
courages kids to play multiple
sports.

Matt Dorey, Cubs senior direc-

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Miguel Amaya is introduced during the opening ceremony of the Cubs Convention on Friday.
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Former Cubs Lee Smith and Andre Dawson greet one another before
the 2019 home opener on April 8 at Wrigley Field.

tor of player development, en-
courages children to avoid spe-
cialization for more than just
health reasons.

“I think you’re seeing these
specialized athletes at a young age
that don’t or haven’t had the
opportunity to fail in other sports,”
Dorey said. “What that teaches
young people is how to be a part of
a different team, where they
might not be the best player. And
the lessons that are learned like
being the sixth man on a basket-
ball team, coming off the bench, or
play multiple spots on the football
field, or playing lacrosse.

“Learning to compete, fail,
dealing with adversity is as impor-
tant in development as developing
a high-level skill”

3. The team is high on top
catching prospect Miguel
Amaya.

Miguel Amaya, the Cubs’ top
catching prospect, will participate
in his first major-league spring
training before likely starting the
season at Double-A Tennessee,
where a better offensive environ-
ment might enhance his growth.

“We were really pleased with
his progress offensively as well as
defensively,” said Bobby Basham,
director of player development.

Amaya, 20, hit 11 home runs and
drove in 57 runs with a .351
on-base percentage but batted
only .235 in 99 games at Class A
Myrtle Beach last year.

First baseman Jerrick Suiter,
who was selected from the Pirates
in the minor-league phase of the
Rule 5 draft, will convert to
pitcher. The Cubs were impressed
with Suiter’s potential after their
research and development staff
obtained data from two scoreless
outings Suiter pitched for Dou-
ble-A Altoona.

4. The Cubs may boost pay for
their minor leaguers.

The Cubs may follow the path
of the Blue Jays in paying their
minor-league players more money
in an effort to provide them with
more security.

“T can tell you it got our
attention,” President Theo Ep-
stein said, adding that Chairman
Tom Ricketts took notice. “Stay
tuned, because it’s something
that’s important to Tom and
something we’re working on it.”

Class A players around organ-
ized baseball are paid as little as
$1,200 a month before taxes.

“We agree with you,” Epstein
told a fan on Saturday. “It’s not
fair”

Core

Continued from Page 1

injuries to Baez and the since-
departed Addison Russell.

The Cubs still could add a
leadoff hitter before opening
day, but Dorey cited many of
Hoerner’s skills that could even-
tually give them their first bona
fide leadoff hitter since Dexter
Fowler in 2015-16.

“I look at the skill set;” Dorey
said Sunday as the Cubs Conven-
tion concluded. “This is really
from how we evaluated him in
the draft and knowing that he
has the requisite skills to hit at
the top of the lineup — get on
base, disrupt the flow of the
game with his legs.

“He has a chance to develop
into that player. Whether that
happens, this year, next year or
(he) ends up hitting in the two
(spot), he has the skill set to do
that”

Hoerner had only 375 minor-
league plate appearances (none
at Triple A) before his major-
league debut. He held his own
with a .282 batting average in 78
at-bats, but his on-base percent-
age slipped from .365 during his
two minor-league seasons to
.305 in the majors.

“He knew the league didn’t
know him, and he wanted to get
off his A swing as early as he
could in the at-bat as the league
was trying to figure him out,
maybe trying to steal a strike
early” Dorey said.

“A big part of his development
plan moving forward will be
more plate discipline, making
better decisions and having the
ability and comfort to grind
more at-bats and hitting with

two strikes. That’s what we’ll
evaluate in spring training, and
Nico is aware of that. We'll see
how it plays out.”

Hoerner began the 2018 sea-
son as Stanford’s leadoff hitter
before moving down into run-
producing spots in the batting
order.

Hoerner could lead a wave of
players from the last two drafts
who could ascend quickly, de-
pending on how the Cubs fare.

The overhaul of the player
development department, with
Craig Breslow and Justin Stone
serving as directors of pitching
and hitting, was designed in part
to maximize the skills of the
minor-league players.

“It’s more making sure we’re
the leader and not the follower,”
Dorey said.

Brailyn Marquez, the organi-
zation’s top pitching prospect, is
likely to start 2020 at Double-A
Tennessee.

Marquez struck out 48 and
walked eight in his final 38
innings at Class A South Bend
and Myrtle Beach last year after
walking 42 in his first 65 innings.
He will be examined closely by
several new instructors and their
pitching lab in Mesa, Ariz., to
ensure his mechanics are sound
before they send him to an
affiliate.

“This next really long season
is such a big year for him,” Dorey
said. “But it would be foolish to
put any cap on what he can do
this year. We just want to have
him stay healthy and get to know
a lot of our new pitching
coaches, which will be impor-
tant”

Especially because Yu
Darvish and Kyle Hendricks are
the only starters signed past
2020.

Sullivan
Continued from Page 1

look forward to seeing the new
Wrigley”

Piniella, 76, is one of several
analysts the new network has
brought in, part of a cast that
includes familiar names Mark
DeRosa, Rick Sutcliffe, Ryan
Dempster, Dan Plesac and Car-
los Pena. Piniella plans to do
pregame shows for 15-16 games,
and said “once in a while they
might want to sneak me in (to
the TV booth) for a few in-
nings.”

The announcement was
greeted with loud applause
Saturday at the Cubs Conven-
tion. Piniella was one of the
more popular Cubs managers in
recent history, helping resurrect
a franchise that floundered after
the 2004 collapse. Leaving
without finishing the 2010 sea-
son was Piniella’s only regret.
He already had been told they
wanted him to return in 2011.

“T always felt bad T had to
leave before the season was
over,;” he said. “I can get that off
my mind now. It was important
that T came home. I spent valu-
able time with my mom. You
hate to end your career not
finishing a season, but to me, it
was something that had to be
done. Family is always impor-
tant. But I look forward to this,
working with my buddies.

“The Cubs are such an insti-
tution. I never realized what I
was getting into when I got
there, but it was fun. I thor-
oughly enjoyed it. ’'m so happy
since I left they won a champi-
onship.”

Piniella did some analyst
work for Yankees telecasts on
the YES Network after his re-
tirement and later served as a
consultant with the Reds. But he
said he has been lying low in
Tampa the last few years after
suffering a stroke. Piniella said
he’s completely recovered and
ready to get back into the game
on a limited basis.

“I do a little Pilates, play some
golf, a little fishing and I ride my
bicycle once in a while,” he said.
“An old, 76-year-old guy riding a
damn bicycle. People think I'm
nuts.”

When told people already
thought he was nuts, Piniella
said, “There you go””

Returning to the Cubs family
was an easy decision, he said.
Marquee Sports & Entertain-
ment general manager Mike
McCarthy promised Piniella he
could return on his own terms,
and a deal was promptly struck.
Piniella admitted he hasn’t
watched much Cubs baseball
lately but said he watched David
Ross on “Dancing With the
Stars” and believes Ross is a fine
choice as manager.

Piniella has been following
the offseason and noted the
Cubs have some tough decisions
to make with young stars clos-
ing in on free agency and team-
President Theo Epstein facing
budgetary concerns in 2020.

“But every team has tough
decisions,” Piniella said. “It’s
hard to win on a continuous

CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Cubs manager Lou Piniella
speaks about his plans to retire
after the 2010 season during a
press conference.

basis in major-league baseball”

It may be only 10 years since
he left, but it was a very differ-
ent era when Piniella was man-
aging in Chicago. The manager
was the final word from the
clubhouse, with little interfer-
ence from the front office on
lineups or in-game decisions.
After the Cubs finished last in
the National League Central
with a league-worst 96 losses in
2006, Piniella took the Cubs to
the playoffs with division titles
in 2007 and ’08, but they were
swept both times in the Division
Series by the Diamondbacks and
Dodgers, respectively. Their 09
season was sabotaged by the
many distractions caused by
Milton Bradley and the team fell
apart in ’10 before Piniella
abruptly left to tend to his
mother.

Unlike Ross, Piniella’s duties
also entailed helping the Cubs
get some media attention to
help fill Wrigley. That request
led to his famous hat-throwing
ejection in 2007 that turned the
season around.

Piniella usually was game for
anything. In the spring of 2007
he stomped on a stuffed animal
that was meant to represent a
billy goat while yelling “I don’t
believe in curses” in a staged bit
for a Japanese TV station.

“Baseball is a sport, baseball is
a business, but baseball is also
entertainment,” Piniella said.
“You know the amazing thing,
when I went there, one of the
things (former President) John
McDonough wanted me to do is
entertain. He really did. And I
did. We had fun doing it. We
only won a few divisions. 'm
sorry we didn’t do any better in
the postseason.

“Truthfully, I didn’t realize
what pressure these kids had on
them to perform (because of the
drought). I should’ve handled
that alittle differently. I had
played with the Yankees, and we
thrived on pressure and big
moments. I guess the Cubs, with
the lack of success they had, I
should’ve told them, Just relax
and have fun. ... These kids just
tried too hard and they just
didn’t get it done. If T had to do it
over again, that’s the only thing
I would do (differently).

“But McDonough and (for-
mer GM) Jim Hendry hired me
to get this thing turned around
and get the ship headed in the
right direction. It’s a shame (the
Cubs didn’t win). ... But working
with Hendry and the group of
characters we had there, it was
something I'll never forget.”
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McGregor holds all the cards
after speedy comeback win

BY GREG BEACHAM
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — After three years with-
out a victory, Conor McGregor needed
only 40 seconds to reclaim his place at the
center of the mixed martial arts world.

McGregor’s dynamic stoppage of Don-
ald Cerrone in UFC 246 on Saturday night
put the Irish superstar firmly in control of
the future of two UFC divisions.

Every elite lightweight and welterweight
will practically beg for his shot against a
fighter who still commands the world’s
attention like nobody else. A refocused
McGregor seems eager to make up for lost
time after three years of inactivity and
outside-the-cage misbehavior, suggesting he
could fight three more times this year.

“The whole world lights up when I
fight,” McGregor said. “So I want to get
back out there again”’

He hadn’t made a decision by the time
he left T-Mobile Arena late Saturday night
with a broad smile on his face and a bottle
of his own branded whiskey in hand.
McGregor plans to speak with UFC
President Dana White and billionaire
ex-UFC owner Lorenzo Fertitta before he
decides whether to pursue a champi-
onship belt, a revenge fight, a boxing
match or any combination of the three.

The contenders already are lining up.

Popular welterweight brawler Jorge
Masvidal would welcome a showdown,
while welterweight champion Kamaru
Usman would love to defend his title
against McGregor. Both fighters watched
McGregor’s victory from cageside, and
Masvidal even tried to goad McGregor in
curious fashion by wearing the same

Versace robe that McGregor famously
wore a few years ago to an open workout.

Lightweight contender Justin Gaethje
fights in a reckless, crowd-pleasing style
guaranteed to make a compelling matchup
for the similarly aggressive McGregor.
Another must-see bout would be a third
fight with imperious veteran Nate Diaz,
who fought twice in 2019 after his own
three-year break.

But White wants McGregor to wait for a
fight against lightweight champion Khabib
Nurmagomedov, who beat McGregor in
October 2018 and subsequently sparked an
ugly brawl outside the cage. The bad
feelings from that promotion havent
healed, and White believes the rematch
could rival the profitability of McGregor’s
boxing match with Floyd Mayweather.

“With how Khabib won the first time
and how famous Khabib has become,
we’re looking at Hagler-Hearns,” White
said. “We’re looking at like Ali-Foreman,
Ali-Frazier. This is a massive fight with
global appeal. This is the fight that you
make. This is the fight that makes sense.”

But Nurmagomedov is booked to face
Tony Ferguson at UFC 249 in April, and
McGregor would prefer not to wait until
late summer for his next bout. Instead, he
half-seriously predicted the Nurmagome-
dov-Ferguson bout will be scrapped and
he’ll be forced to step in.

McGregor also could bide his time with
another lucrative boxing match. While
most fight fans scoff at this entire venture,
the wider world still appears fascinated by
these spectacles, as evidenced by the
money made by McGregor and May-
weather in 2017 in one of the richest
pay-per-view bouts in boxing history.

JOHN LOCHER/AP

Conor McGregor celebrates after defeating Donald “Cowboy” Cerrone in a UFC 246
welterweight mixed martial arts bout Saturday night in Las Vegas.
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Blackhawks players John Quenneville, left, and Slater Koekkoek, right, mob teammate

Jonathan Toews, who scored a goal on Jan.Tl.

‘Impossible for us
to take him out’

Blackhawks getting contributions from all over the lineup

BY JIMMY GREENFIELD

Slater Koekkoek began to list some of
the Blackhawks’ unsung players, one after
another, describing their growing roles and
explaining how the Hawks have started to
thrive on the backs of their stars as well as
lesser-known contributors.

He mentioned Ryan Carpenter, whose
work on the penalty kill has helped
transform the Hawks into one of the
league’s best units this season after being
one of the worst in league history last
season.

Koekkoek brought up Zack Smith, who
had two goals Wednesday against the
Canadiens, and Dominik Kubalik, who has
nine goals in his last seven games and is
probably in the final days of anonymity.

And he also mentioned his new defen-
sive partner, Olli Maatta, who won a pair of
Stanley Cups with the Penguins but has
fought through some healthy scratches to
the point where coach Jeremy Colliton
wouldn’t dream of taking him out of the
lineup.

But Koekkoek forgot someone — him-
self.

He could have mentioned that he played
a season-high 20 minutes, 16 seconds
against the Senators. Or that he had an
assist in each game of the Hawks’ perfect
road trip against the Senators, Canadiens
and Maple Leafs.

Koekkoek laughed and acknowledged
his strong stretch of six straight starts,
including Sunday’s game against the Jets.

“It feels good,” Koekkeok said. “It was
nice because I had my family in Toronto
and Ottawa. They couldn’t get to Montreal
because of the snowstorm. It was great. It’s
too bad Chicago only goes up to Ottawa
once, but it was nice to have them there.”

It’s typical of hockey players that even
those who rarely garner publicity still tend
to shy away from it. But Koekkoek deserves
to be mentioned for helping to solidify the
Hawks’ third defensive pairing after the
losses of Calvin de Haan and Brent
Seabrook led to a restructuring of the
defense.

Koekkoek had a hard time getting in the
lineup consistently during the first half of
the season despite injuries to several
defensemen. Rookies Adam Bogqvist and
Dennis Gilbert began to get starts ahead of
Koekkoek, but when he did play, Colliton
was happy with his performance, and told
him so.

Koekkoek, a left-handed shot, had never
played a game on the right side until a
preseason game against the Red Wings this
season, but he has been playing on that side
with Maatta and feeling extremely com-
fortable.

“We kind of talked with him (earlier in
the season) like, “You're still in and out, but
you’re doing a good job, you’re on the right
path. All you can do is focus on being good
every time you get in,” Colliton said. “And
this latest opportunity that he’s had, he’s
found another level to his performance and
he’s made it impossible for us to take him
out.

“Him and Maatta, since they’ve been
reinserted they’ve been great and I think
really added some depth to our group and a
big part of why we’re having success lately”

Patrick Kane is on the verge of his
1,000th career point and is on pace for a
second straight 100-point season. Jona-
than Toews has been on an incredible run
with 12 points in his last five games
entering Sunday. But the Hawks also are
getting contributions from Carpenter,
Smith, Kubalik, Drake Caggiula and others,
and that’s a big reason they won 10 of their
last 14 going into Sunday’s game.

“There’s a buzz in the room around
those guys,” Koekkoek said. “Whenever
there’s a third- or fourth-line guy that’s
getting hot or scoring goals it’s a different
feeling than when the superstars are going.
Both are equally important, but it’s a nice
feeling”

Like Koekkoek, Caggiula was acquired
by general manager Stan Bowman a little
over a year ago in a midseason trade that
didn’t seem like it would pay dividends. But
as the Hawks enter the stretch run, both
are proving to be very useful depth players.

Caggiula, who missed nearly two
months with a concussion before return-
ing on Jan. 9, grew up near Toronto as a
Hawks fan, so it has been a particular
pleasure for him to watch Kane chase his
1,000th point and Toews’ 800th of his
career.

Those are daunting figures for Caggiula,
who has 69 career points after posting a
goal and an assist in each of the Hawks’ last
two wins of their road trip.

“I've got a lot of work to do (to catch
Kane and Toews),” Caggiula said with a big
laugh. “It’s incredible. Being able to be a
part of it and play alongside these two
players that I idolized growing up, it’s a
pretty special thing.”

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane falls on the ice after chasing the puck during the
first period against the Jets on Sunday at the United Center.

Blackhawks

Continued from Page 1

through the slot and moved around goalie
Connor Hellebuyck before deftly putting a
backhander just inside the far goal post.
Gustafsson scored his sixth of the season
and the first in his last 10 games on a wrist
shot from near the top of the left faceoff
circle to make it 2-0. Drake Caggiula took
four minor penalties in the first two
periods, including a double-minor that
gave the Jets a four-minute power play, but

Lehner stopped 13 shots while the Hawks
were down a man to keep the Jets off the
scoreboard. The Hawks penalty kill has
allowed just three goals in the last 39
opportunities over their last 16 games.

The Jets finally beat Lehner with 1:55
left in the second on Mark Scheifele’s
rebound goal to pull within 2-1.

David Kampf scored his seventh goal of
the season midway through the period to
restore the Hawks’ two-goal lead. Kirby
Dach picked up his second point and first
assist in his last 29 games. Dominik Kubalik
sealed the victory with an empty-net goal,
his 21st of the season.
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SCOREBOARD

TENNIS

108TH AUSTRALIAN OPEN
At Melbourne Park; Melbourne,

EASTERN CONFERENCE

ATLANTIC W L PCT GB
Toronto 28 14  .667 -
Boston 27 14 .659 Y
Philadelphia 28 16 .636 1
Brooklyn 18 23 439 9%
New York 11 32 256 17%
SOUTHEAST

Miami 29 13 690 —
Orlando 20 23 465 9%
Charlotte 15 29 341 15
Washington 13 28 317 15%
Atlanta 10 33 233 19%
CENTRAL

Milwaukee 38 6 .864 —
Indiana 28 15 651 9%
Detroit 16 27 372 21%
Chicago 16 28 364 22
Cleveland 12 31 279 25%
WESTERN CONFERENCE
SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB
Dallas 27 15 643 —
Houston 26 15 634 Y%
Memphis 20 22 476 7

San Antonio 18 23 439 8%
New Orleans 16 27 372 11%

NORTHWEST

Denver 29 13 .690 -
Utah 29 13 .690 —
Oklahoma City 24 19 .558 5%
Portland 18 26 409 12
Minnesota 15 27 357 14
PACIFIC

L.A. Lakers 34 8 .810 -
LA.Clippers 30 13 .698 4%
Phoenix 18 24 429 16

Sacramento 15 27 357 19
Golden State 10 34 227 25

SUNDAY’S RESULTS

San Antonio 107, Miami 102
Indiana 115, Denver 107
MONDAY’S GAMES

Detroit at Washington, 1 p.m.
Toronto at Atlanta, 1:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Brooklyn, 2 p.m.
Chicago at Milwaukee, 4 p.m.
New Orleans at Memphis, 4 p.m.
New York at Cleveland, 4 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Houston, 4 p.m.
Orlando at Charlotte, 4 p.m.
Sacramento at Miami, 4 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Boston, 6:30 p.m.
Denver at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Indiana at Utah, 8 p.m.

San Antonio at Phoenix, 8 p.m.
Golden State at Portland, 9 p.m.

SPURS 107, HEAT 102

MIAMI: Adebayo 8-13 5-5 21, Butler 5-14
6-616, Leonard 1-72-25,Nunn 8-140-018,
Robinson 4-110-012, J.Johnson 2-50-0 5,
Olynyk 0-2 0-0 0, Jones Jr. 2-5 2-2 6,
Dragic 7-13 3-5 19, Herro 0-2 0-0 0. Totals
37-86 18-20 102.

SAN ANTONIO: Aldridge 8-15 3-3 21,
DeRozan 7-16 6-6 20, Lyles 4-6 0-0 9,
Forbes 0-52-32, Murray 3-6 0-0 7, Walker
IV 2-8 2-2 7, Poeltl 0-1 0-0 0, Belinelli 2-6
6-6 12, Mills 5-11 4-4 18, White 5-10 0-0 11.
Totals 36-84 23-24 107.

Miami 31 23 30 18-102
San Ant 28 32 26 21-107

3-Point Goals—Miami 10-34 (Robinson
4-10, Nunn 2-4, Dragic 2-5, J.Johnson 1-4,
Leonard 1-6, Butler 0-2, Olynyk 0-2), San
Antonio 12-33 (Mills 4-10, Aldridge 2-4,
Belinelli 2-5, Lyles 1-2, Walker IV 1-2,
White 1-3, Forbes 0-5). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—Miami 46 (Adebayo
15), San Antonio 43 (DeRozan 9). As-
sists—Miami 23 (Adebayo, Butler 6),San
Antonio 27 (DeRozan 9). Total Fouls —Mi-
ami 19, San Antonio 18. A-—18,422
(18,581)

FOURTH QUARTER POINTS

PLAYER ™ G MIN PTS
James Harden Hou 36 330 350
Trae Young Atl 37 327 315
Gi. Antetokounmpo Mil 38 286 304
Zach LaVine Chi 43 338 302
LeBron James LAL 38 362 287
Ja Morant Mem 35 338 265

Montrezl Harrell LAC 42 395 265
Donovan Mitchell Utah 39 333 264

Devin Booker Phx 38 296 258
Damian Lillard Por 38 293 257
Chris Paul OKC 40 318 239
BrandonIngram NO 35 291 236
Tobias Harris Phi 43 343 224

Russell Westbrook Hou 34 305 220
Spencer Dinwiddie Brk 40 294 216
Devonte' Graham Char 44 368 215

CJ McCollum Por 40 394 212
Lou Williams LAC 39 327 208
Dennis Schroder OKC 42 380 204
Jayson Tatum Bos 37 299 204
Nikola Jokic Den 38 257 203
through Saturday

NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE

ATLANTIC W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 28 10 12 68 166 133
Tampa Bay 29 15 4 62 175 137
Florida 26 16 5 57 174 156
Toronto 25 17 7 57 176 165
Buffalo 22 20 7 51 145 152
Montreal 22 21 7 51 155 157
Ottawa 17 23 8 42 130 163
Detroit 12 33 4 28 104 189
METRO. W L OT Pts GF GA

Washington 33 11 5 71 177 144
Pittsburgh 31 13 5 67 168 133
N.Y.Islanders 28 15 5 61 139 130
Columbus 26 16 8 60 134 127
3
6
4
7

Carolina 28 18 59 155 131

Philadelphia 26 17 58 155 150
N.Y. Rangers 23 20 50 156 155
New Jersey 17 24 41 126 173
WESTERN CONFERENCE

CENTRAL W L OT Pts GF GA
St. Louis 30 11 8 68 158 134
Colorado 27 15 6 60 173 140
Dallas 27 17 4 58 125 120
Winnipeg 25 19 4 54 146 147
Chicago 23 20 6 52 147 155
Nashville 22 18 7 51 156 154
Minnesota 22 20 6 50 148 159
PACIFIC W L OT PtsGF GA
Vancouver 27 18 4 58 162 149
Edmonton 26 18 5 57 155 153
Calgary 26 19 5 57 135 147
Vegas 25 19 7 57 159 156
Arizona 26 20 5 57 146 138
San Jose 21 25 4 46 130 167
Anaheim 19 24 5 43 122 150
Los Angeles 18 27 5 41 125 158

2 pts for win, 1 pt for shootout/OT loss
SUNDAY’S RESULTS

Pittsburgh 4, Boston 3

Carolina 2, N.Y. Islanders 1, SO
Winnipeg at Chicago, 7 p.m.
Columbus 2, N.Y. Rangers 1
MONDAY’S GAMES

Detroit at Colorado, 2 p.m.

Florida at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
TUESDAY’S GAMES

Vegas at Boston, 6 p.m.

Winnipeg at Carolina, 6 p.m.

N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers, 6 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 6:30 p.m.
Florida at Chicago, 7:30 p.m.

BLACKHAWKS 5, JETS 2
Winnipeg 0 1 1-2
Chicago 2 0 3-5

FIRST PERIOD: 1, Chicago, Nylander 6
(Gustafsson, Murphy), 2:51. 2, Chicago,
Gustafsson 6 (Nylander, Highmore),
14:11. Penalties: Kubalik, Chi (Hooking),
8:27; Kulikov, Win (Unsportsmanlike
Conduct), 8:27; Caggiula, Chi (Interfer-
ence), 19:44.

SECOND PERIOD: 3, Winnipeg, Scheifele
23 (Ehlers, Shisa), 18:17. Penalties:
Caggiula, Chi (Unsportsmanlike Con-
duct), 4:20; Caggiula, Chi (Interfer-
ence), 4:20; Bitetto, Win (Holding),
12:13; Caggiula, Chi (Tripping), 14:16.
THIRD PERIOD: 4, Chicago, Kampf 7 (De-
Brincat, Dach), 9:29. 5, Chicago, Saad 13
(Carpenter, Kane), 14:14. 6, Winnipeg,
Laine 16 (Pionk, Wheeler), 17:51. 7, Chi-
cago, Kubalik 21 (Toews, Murphy), 18:26
(en). Penalties: Scheifele, Win (Hook-
ing), 10:33; Maatta, Chi (Hooking), 19:23.
SHOTS ON GOAL: Winnipeg 8-20-10—38.
Chicago 8-14-11—33.

POWER PLAYS: Wpg 0 of 5; Chi 0 of 2.
GOALIES: Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 21-15-4
(32 shots-28 saves). Chicago, Lehner 15-
7-4 (38-36). A: 21,487 (19,717). T: 2:22.

Australia; outdoors-hard

MEN’S FIRST ROUND SINGLES

#8 Matteo Berrettin d. Andrew Harris,
6-3, 6-1, 6-3.

Marton Fucsovics d. #13 Denis Shapo-
valov, 6-3, 6-7 (7), 6-1, 7-6 (3).

#22 Guido Pella d. John-Patrick Smith,
6-3, 7-5, 6-4.

Sam Querrey, d. #25 Borna Coric, 6-3,
6-4, 6-4.

#30 Daniel Evans d. Mackenzie McDon-
ald, 3-6, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2, 6-3.

Ricardas Berankis d. Roberto Carballes
Baena, 6-4, 6-2, 6-2.

Yoshihito Nishioka d. Laslo Djere, 6-4,
3-6, 6-2, 7-6 (1).

Gregoire Barrere d. Mohamed Safwat,
6-7(8),7-6 (1), 6-4, 7-6 (5).

WOMEN'’S FIRST ROUND SINGLES

#3 Naomi Osaka d. M.Bouzkova, 6-2, 6-4.
#8 Serena Williams d. Anastasia
Potapova, 6-0, 6-3.

#13 Petra Martic d. Christina McHale,
6-3, 6-0.

#14 Sofia Kenin d. M. Trevisan, 6-2, 6-4.
#25 Ekaterina Alexandrova d. Jil Teich-
mann, 6-4, 4-6, 6-2.

Sorana Cirstea d. #32 Barbora Strycova,
6-2, 7-6 (5).

Paula Badosa d. Jo. Larsson, 6-1, 6-0.
Julia Goerges d. Vik. Kuzmova, 6-1, 6-2.
Zheng Saisai d. A. Kalinskaya, 6-3, 6-2.
Zhu Lin d. Vik. Golubic, 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (5).
Tamara Zidansek d. Han Na-lae, 6-3, 6-3.
Ann Li d. Liz. Cabrera, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (10).
Caroline Wozniacki d. Kris. Ahn, 6-1, 6-3.
Barbora Krejcikova d. Kaia Kanepi, 7-6
(3), 2-6, 6-3.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

MEN’S AP TOP 25 SCHEDULE

1. Gonzaga (20-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Pacific, Saturday.

2. Baylor (15-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Oklahoma, Monday.

3. Duke (15-3) did not play. Next: vs. Mi-
ami, Tuesday.

4. Auburn (15-2) did not play. Next: vs.
South Carolina, Wednesday.

5. Butler (15-3) did not play. Next: at No.
14 Villanova, Tuesday.

6. Kansas (14-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Kansas State, Tuesday.

7. San Diego State (19-0) did not play.
Next: vs. Wyoming, Tuesday.

8. Oregon (15-4) did not play. Next: vs.
USC, Thursday.

9. Florida State (16-2) did not play. Next:
vs. Notre Dame, Saturday.

10. Kentucky (13-4) did not play. Next: vs.
Georgia, Tuesday.

11. Louisville (15-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Georgia Tech, Wednesday.

12, West Virginia (14-3) did not play.
Next: vs. Texas, Monday.

13. Dayton (16-2) did not play. Next: vs.
St. Bonaventure, Wednesday.

14. Villanova (14-3) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 5 Butler, Tuesday.

15. Michigan State (14-4) did not play.
Next: at Indiana, Thursday.

16. Wichita State (15-3) did not play.
Next: at South Florida, Tuesday.

17. Maryland (14-4) did not play. Next: at
Northwestern, Tuesday.

18. Seton Hall (14-4) did not play. Next:
vs. Providence, Wednesday.

19. Michigan (11-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Penn State, Wednesday.

20. Colorado (14-4) did not play. Next: vs.
Washington State, Thursday.

21. Ohio State (12-6) did not play. Next:
vs. Minnesota, Thursday.

22, Memphis (14-3) did not play. Next: at
Tulsa, Wednesday.

23. Texas Tech (12-5) did not play. Next:
at TCU, Tuesday.

24, Illinois (13-5) did not play. Next: at
Purdue, Tuesday.

25. Creighton (14-5) did not play. Next: at
DePaul, Wednesday.

SUNDAY’S SCORES

EAST

Canisius 95, Rider 86

Davidson 74, Fordham 62

Maine 86, Binghamton 63

Marist 83, lona 73

Niagara 72, Siena 71

Rutgers 64, Minnesota 56

Wake Forest 80, Boston College 62
MIDWEST

CS Bakersfield 72, Chicago St. 54
Cincinnati 82, E. Carolina 57

Grand Canyon 69, UMKC 66

Loyola of Chicago 62, Illinois St. 50

N. Dakota St. 83, N. Dakota 74

S. lllinois 66, Drake 49

S. Dakota 99, S. Dakota St. 84

Hawaii 70, UC Santa Barbara 63

HOW WOMEN'’S AP TOP 25 FARED
1. South Carolina (17-1) did not play.
Next: vs. No. 10 Miss. St., Monday.

2. Baylor (15-1) did not play. Next: at
TCU, Wednesday.

3, Stanford (16-2) beat No. 8 Oregon
State 61-58. Next: vs. Colorado, Friday.
4. UConn (16-1) beat Tulsa 92-34. Next:
vs. No. 24 Tennessee, Thursday.

5. Louisville (18-1) beat North Carolina
74-67. Next: vs. Virginia, Thursday.

6. Oregon (14-2) vs. California. Next: vs.
No. 8 Oregon State, Friday.

7. UCLA (16-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Washington, Friday.

8. Oregon State (16-2) lost to No. 3 Stan-
ford 61-58. Next: at No. 6 Oregon, Friday.
9. N.C. State (17-1) beat Wake Forest 59-
45. Next: at Pittsburgh, Thursday.

10. Mississippi State (16-2) did not play.
Next: at No. 1 South Carolina, Monday.
11. Kentucky (15-3) lost to LSU 65-59.
Next: vs. Auburn, Monday, Jan. 27.

12. Texas A&M (15-3) beat Florida 69-42.
Next: at Alabama, Thursday.

13. Florida State (15-3) did not play.
Next: at Wake Forest, Thursday.

14. DePaul (17-2) beat Butler 80-65. Next:
vs. Villanova, Friday.

15. Indiana (14-4) did not play. Next: at
No. 20 Maryland, Monday.

16. Gonzaga (18-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Pepperdine, Thursday.

17. West Virginia (13-3) did not play.
Next: vs. Oklahoma State, Wednesday.
18. Arizona State (15-4) beat Wash. St.
65-56. Next: at No. 21 Arizona, Friday.
19. Missouri State (14-3) did not play.
Next: at Indiana State, Friday.

20. Maryland (13-4) did not play. Next:
vs. No. 15 Indiana, Monday.

21. Arizona (15-3) beat Washington 66-
58. Next: vs. No. 18 Arizona State, Friday.
22. lowa (15-3) beat Wisconsin 85-78.
Next: at Ohio State, Thursday.

23. Arkansas (15-3) beat Vanderbilt 100-
66. Next: vs. Georgia, Thursday.

24. Tennessee (14-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Alabama, Monday.

25. South Dakota (18-2) beat S. Dakota
St. 83-48. Next: vs. Purdue Ft Wayne, Fri.

EAST

Drexel 63, Delaware 59

Elon 69, Hofstra 56

La Salle 67, St. Bonaventure 61
Northeastern 61, William & Mary 55
Rhode Island 69, UMass 66

Seton Hall 97, Providence 55

St. John’s 63, Creighton 58
Syracuse 69, Pittsburgh 51

SOUTH

Boston College 55, Georgia Tech 48
Clemson 62, Duke 58

Georgia 61, Auburn 50

James Madison 87, Coll. Charleston 53
Missouri 71, Mississippi 57

UCF 64, S. Florida 57

Virginia Tech 69, Virginia 61
MIDWEST

Bradley 75, Valparaiso 61

Dayton 48, Saint Louis 47

Drake 108, Evansville 44

Green Bay 73, lll.-Chicago 36

IUPUI 75, Milwaukee 52

Loyola of Chicago 69, lllinois St. 64
Marquette 80, Xavier 60
Minnesota 72, Purdue 59

N. lowa 73, Indiana St. 43
Nebraska 74, Michigan 71
Northwestern 85, Penn St. 59
Notre Dame 76, Miami 53

Ohio St. 77, Illinois 47

Texas 71, Kansas St. 63

Wichita St. 72, Temple 70

lowa St. 64, Oklahoma St. 63

NFL PLAYOFFS

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS
SUNDAY’S RESULTS

AFC: Kansas City 35, Tennessee 24
NFC: San Francisco 37, Green Bay 20
PRO BOWL

Sunday, Jan. 26 in Orlando, Fla.

AFC vs. NFC, 2 p.m. (ESPN)

SUPER BOWL

Sunday, Feb. 2 in Miami Gardens, Fla.
Kansas City (14-4) vs.

San Francisco (15-3)., 5:30 p.m. (FOX)

CHIEFS 35, TITANS 24

Tennessee 10 7 0 7-24
Kansas City 7 14 0 14-35
First quarter A: 73,656.

Ten: FG Joseph 30, 11:29.

Ten: Henry 4 run (Joseph kick), 5:52.
KC: Hill 8 pass from Mahomes (Butker
kick), :46.

Second quarter

Ten: Kelly 1 pass from Tannehill (Joseph
kick), 6:39.

KC: Hill 20 pass from Mahomes (Butker
kick), 4:03.

KC: Mahomes 27 run (Butker kick), :11.
Fourth quarter

KC: D.Williams 3 run (Butker kick), 14:50.
KC: Watkins 60 pass from Mahomes
(Butker kick), 7:33.

Ten: Firkser 22 pass from Tannehill (Jo-
seph kick), 4:18.

TEAM STATS TEN KC
First downs 20 27
Total net yards 295 404
Rushes-yards 23-85 27-112
Passing 210 292
Punt returns 1-9 2-7
Kickoff returns 4-61 5-105
Comp-att-int 22-32-0 23-35-0
Sacked-yds lost 3-27 2-2
Punts 3-46.3 3-40.7
Fumbles-lost 0-0 1-0
Penalties-yards 8-85 9-61
Possession time 30:10 29:50

Rushing: Ten, Henry 19-69, Tannehill 3-
11, Mariota 1-5. KC, Mahomes 8-53,
D.Williams 17-45, Hill 1-7, Thompson 1-7.
Passing: Ten, Tannehill 21-31-0-209, Kern
1-1-0-28. KC, Mahomes 23-35-0-294.
Receiving: Ten, C.Davis 5-65, Humphries
4-25, A.Brown 3-51, J.Smith 3-38, Henry
2-(minus 8), Hooker 1-28, Firkser 1-22,
Pruitt 1-9, Lewis 1-6, Kelly 1-1. KC,
Watkins 7-114, Hill 5-67, D.Williams 5-44,
Kelce 3-30, Robinson 2-31, Hardman 1-8.
Tackles-assists-sacks: Ten, Correa 6.
KC, Mathieu 6-3-0, Kpassagnon 2-0-2.

49ERS 37, PACKERS 20

Green Bay 0 0 7 13-20
SanF i 7 20 7 3-37
First quarter A: 72,211

SF: Mostert 36 run (Gould kick), 5:55.
Second quarter

SF: FG Gould 54, 14:55.

SF: Mostert 9 run (Gould kick), 9:12.

SF: FG Gould 27, 1:57.

SF: Mostert 18 run (Gould kick), :45.
Third quarter

GB: Jones 9 pass from Rodgers (Crosbhy
kick), 8:44.

SF: Mostert 22 run (Gould kick), 4:49.
Fourth quarter

GB: Jones 1 run (pass failed), 14:35.

GB: Sternberger 8 pass from Rodgers
(Crosby kick), 8:13.

SF: FG Gould 42, 3:31.

TEAM STATS GB SF
First downs 21 19
Total net yards 358 354
Rushes-yards 16-62 42-285
Passing 296 69
Punt returns 0-0 1-26
Kickoff returns 2-29 2-29
Int. returns 0-0 2-12
Comp-att-int 31-39-2 6-8-0
Sacked-yds lost 3-30 1-8
Punts 4-43.0 2-38.5
Fumbles-lost 3-1 0-0
Penalties-yards 6-46 2-10
Possession time 31:13 28:47

Rushing: GB, Jones 12-56, J.Williams 3-6,
Rodgers 1-0. SF, Mostert 29-220, Samuel
2-43, Coleman 6-21, Breida 1-2, Garop-
polo 4-(-1).

Passing: GB, Rodgers 31-39-2-326. SF,
Garoppolo 6-8-0-77.

Receiving: GB, D.Adams 9-138, Jones 5-
27,Graham 4-59, Lazard 3-36, Lewis 2-14,
Sternberger 2-13, Allison 2-8, J.Williams
2-1, Kumerow 1-23, Ervin 1-7. SF, Samuel
2-46, Mostert 2-6, Kittle 1-19, Bourne 1-6.

PGA THE AMERICAN EXPRESS

4th of 4 rds; La Quinta (Calif.); g-La
Quinta CC

n-Nicklaus Tournament Course

262 (-26) $1,206,000
Andrew Landry (500) 66s-649-65n-67s
264 (-24) $730,300
Abraham Ancer (300) 68q-67n-66s-63s
265 (-23) $462,300
Scottie Scheffler (190) 65q-64n-66s-70s
268 (-20) $301,500
Bud Cauley (123) 68q9-64n-71s-65s

Sepp Straka (123) 69n-655-680-66S
269 (-19) $218,588
Sam Burns (89) 71s-68q-67n-63s
Sebastian Cappelen (89)

67n-70s-640-68s
66s-70q-66n-67s
680-65n-675-69s

$162,475
65Q-64n-70s-71s
670-66n-69s-68s
64s-710-69n-665

Tom Hoge (89)

Ryan Moore (89)
270 (-18)

Rickie Fowler (68)
Sungjae Im (68)
Grayson Murray (68)

Andrew Putnam (68) 670-69n-65s-69s
271 (-17) $122,275
Tony Finau (55) 69¢-62n-71s-69s
Alex Noren (55) 67n-67s-680-69s
Adam Schenk (55) 66n-69s-680-68s
272 (-16) $98,825
Talor Gooch (48) 69n-71s-64q-68s
Hank Lebioda (48) 65n-71s-66q-70s

Kevin Na (48) 69n-675-69q-67s
Matthew NeSmith (48) 68s-68q-70n-66s
LPGA DIAMOND RESORTS TOUR-
NAMENT OF CHAMPIONS

4th of 4 rds; Tranquilo GC; Lake Buena
Vista, Fla.; 6,645 yds; Par 71; x-will re-
sume Monday in playoff

271 (-13)

X-Gaby Lopez 65-69-71-66
x-Nasa Hataoka 66-69-68-68
271 (-13) eliminated
Inbee Park 65-68-67-71
272 (-12)

Mi Jung Hur 69-70-70-63
Brooke M. Henderson 67-66-72-67
273 (-11)

Annie Park 68-73-68-64

ABU DHABI HSBC CHAMPIONSHIP
4th of 4 rds Abu Dhabi GC; Abu Dhabi,

U.A.E.; 7,583 yds; par 72

269 (-19)

Lee Westwood 69-68-65-67
271 (-17)

Matthew Fitzpatrick 68-67-69-67
Tommy Fleetwood 71-70-67-63
Victor Perez 70-70-68-63
273 (-15)

Louis Oosthuizen 69-68-70-66

NBA

SP OU MONDAY
at Washington 1 233 Detroit
Toronto 8 231 at Atlanta
at Brooklyn off off Phila.
at Miami 5 222% Sacra.
at Milwaukee 14Y;225% Chicago
at Cleveland 1% 221 New York
Orlando 4 207% at Charlotte
at Memphis  off off New Orleans
at Houston 6% 229 Okla. City
at Boston off off LA Lakers
at Minnesota 2% 219 Denver
at Utah 7 217 Indiana
at Phoenix 4% 228 San Ant.
at Portland off off Golden State

COLLLEGE BASKETBALL poNDAY

at Old Dominion 3% Charlotte
at Virginia 2% NC State
at W. Virginia off Texas
at North Texas ~ 10% Rice
at Baylor 11 Oklahoma
at Portland St 5 Weber State
NHL MONDAY
at Colorado  -290 Detroit +260
at Minnesota -113 Florida -103
NFL: SUPER BOWL LIV

SP OU FEB. 2
Kansas City 1% 52 San Fran.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Rutgers’ best Big Ten run
continues with home win

Associated Press

Rutgers coach Steve Pikiell doesn’t want
to talk about his team potentially being
ranked in the Top 25 for the first time in
over four decades.

Caleb McConnell had 10 points and 12
rebounds as Rutgers used a balanced team
effort in a 64-56 win over Minnesota on
Sunday to continue the program’s best start
in the Big Ten, and possibly gain an AP Top
25 ranking for the first time since 1979.

“Nope, no thoughts,” Pikiell said when
asked about a potential ranking, before
adding, “we were picked 12th in the league
and that’s where we were picked.”

After starting 1 of 10 from the field and
letting Minnesota go 4 of 5, Pikiell called a
timeout 3'/> minutes into the game and his
team down 10-2. Whatever was said in the
huddle sparked a turnaround.

Montez Mathis (11 points on 4-of-6
shooting) hit back-to-back 3s then a layup
and the foul shot that followed before
Jacob Young capped an 11-0 run for
Rutgers to make it 13-10.

“We started off and got punched in the
face and we had to get back up,” Myles
Johnson said. “Tez’s energy — the three
straight baskets, his defensive energy that
he had to bring it to them and then we went
on that run and I think he really just
brought us into the game.”

Minnesota’s Daniel Oturu made a cou-
ple free throws before Rutgers went on
another 6-0 run to make it 19-12 midway
through the half. Rutgers made it 23-15
with 6:26 to go before going into the break
with a 34-25 lead.

Rutgers (14-4, 5-2 Big Ten) built its lead
to start the second half, ballooning it to 14
on a few occasions. Minnesota (10-8, 4-4
Big Ten) cut the lead to seven three times
after that but that’s the closest the Golden
Gophers got.

Oturu, who came into the game ranked
second in the Big Ten in scoring (20.3) and

HOLLY HART/AP

Coach Steve Pikiell has the Scarlet Knights
off to their best start in the Big Ten at 5-2.

leads the conference and is fifth nationally
in rebounding (12.1), was held to just two
points on 0-of-6 shooting and two re-
bounds in the first half. With 11 double-
doubles on the seasons, he finished the
game with 19 points going 6 of 16 from the
field with nine rebounds.

Aztecs still perfect: Yanni Wetzell had
17 points and a career-high 16 rebounds to
help No. 7 San Diego State remain the
nation’s only undefeated team with a 68-55
victory over visiting Nevada on Saturday
night.

Malachi Flynn scored 14 points for San
Diego State (19-0, 8-0 Mountain West), and
Jordan Schakel had 12.

The Aztecs pulled within one of the best
opening streak in school history, a 20-0 run
led by Kawhi Leonard in 2010-11. That
team reached the Sweet 16 for the first time
in school history and finished a school-best
34-3.

Jalen Harris scored 19 points for Nevada
(11-8, 4-3).

NBA

Mavs’ Porzingis
ready to return

News services

Mavericks forward Kristaps Porzingis
said Sunday that he expects to return
from a 10-game injury absence Tuesday
at home against the Clippers.

Porzingis has been out with right knee
soreness.

“The way I'm feeling, I don’t see why
there should be any hurdles,” Porzingis
said after fully participating in practice
Sunday. “But you never know, so I’'m just
putting in the work, making sure the knee
is strong, leg is strong.”

In his first season with the Mavericks,
Porzingis is averaging 17.3 points, 94
rebounds and 2.1 blocks per game.

Sabonis keys Pacers: Domantas Sabo-
nis had 22 points, 15 rebounds and 10
assists, Doug McDermott scored 18 of his
24 points in the fourth quarter and the
Pacers rallied late to beat the host
Nuggets 115-107.

Malcom Brogdon and T.J. Warren
added 22 points each for the Pacers, who
snapped a 10-game skid at the Pepsi
Center. They overcame a 30-point per-
formance from the Nuggets’ Nikola Jokic
to win their fifth straight overall.

The Nuggets lead for most of the game
but were outscored 41-26 in the fourth.

Layups: The Jazz and F Royce O’Neale,
26, agreed to a four-year, $36 million
contract extension. ... The Trail Blazers
will trade Kent Bazemore, Anthony
Tolliver and two second-round picks to
the Kings for Trevor Ariza, Wenyen
Gabriel and Caleb Swaniganin.

NHL

Williams back,
lifts Hurricanes

Associated Press

Justin Williams returned to the lineup
and scored in the shootout to lift the
Hurricanes over the Islanders 2-1 on
Sunday in Raliegh, N.C.

James Reimer stopped six shots in the
tiebreaker for the Hurricanes, the last
against Anders Lee to lock up the win.
Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Tera-
vainen also scored in the shootout in the
victory. Svechnikov had a goal in the first.

The Hurricanes ended a three-game
skid thanks to right winger Williams, the
38-year-old who took an extended break
after leading the team to last season’s
Eastern Conference final. He scored in
the eighth round of the shootout.

The Islanders lost their third straight.

Williams signed Jan. 8.

Pens rally for win: Jack Johnson and
Bryan Rust scored third-period goals as
the host Penguins rallied to beat the
Bruins 4-3 for their sixth victory in their
last seven games.

The Penguins trailed 3-0 in the first.

Sidney Crosby had two assists and now
has points in four straight games since
returning from core muscle surgery.

One-timers: In his return from a
13-game injury absence, Oliver Bjork-
strand scored his second goal of the game
with 26.5 seconds left to lift visiting Blue
Jackets over the Rangers 2-1 for their fifth
straight win. ... Patrick Kane, 31, became
the fourth player to score 1,000 points for
the Blackhawks when he recorded an
assist in a 5-2 win over the visiting Jets.

IN BRIEF

Messi gives Setien 1st Barcelona win

Lionel Messi scored against 10-man
Granada to give Barcelona manager
Quique Setien a 1-0 win in his debut for the
two-time defending La Liga champions
Sunday in Barcelona.

Granada’s German Sanchez was sent off
with 20 minutes to play after getting a
second yellow card for fouling Messi.

A hole then appeared in the visitors’
defense which Messi exploited by passing
to Antoine Griezmann inside the area.
Griezmann quickly squared the ball for
Arturo Vidal, who used his heel to roll it on
for Messi to slot into the corner of the net
for the 76th-minute winner.

Setien, who last coached at Real Betis,
was hired by Barcelona on Monday after it
fired Ernesto Valverde.

Barcelona stayed ahead of Real Madrid
on goal difference. Both teams are eight
points ahead of third-place Atletico
Madrid after 20 of 38 rounds.

B Virgil van Dijk and Mohamed Salah each
scored to lead Premier League leader
Liverpool to a 2-0 win over host Manches-
ter United. Liverpool remained unbeaten
through 22 rounds and moved 16 points
clear of two-time defending league champ
Manchester City and has a match in hand.

College football: Clemson LB Isaiah
Simmons will skip his senior season and
enter the NFL draft. Simmons, a unani-
mous All-America selection and the
Butkus Award winner, is considered by
many draft experts a top-10 pick.

Mixed martial arts: Conor McGregor
stopped Donald Cerrone with a head kick
and punches 40 seconds into the first
round at UFC 246 on Saturday night in Las
Vegas to earn his first victory since 2016.
The 3l-year-old Irish former two-division
champ returned from a three-year stretch
of inactivity and outside-the-cage troubles.
McGregor (22-4) floored Cerrone (36-14)
only 20 seconds into the bout with a
perfectly placed left kick to the head, and
he merecilessly finished on the ground.

Tennis: Defending champ and No. 3 seed
Naomi Osaka of Japan beat Marie
Bouzkova of the Czech Republic 6-2, 6-4 in
the first round of the Australian Open on
Sunday in Melbourne. In other notable
action, No. 8 seed and seven-time champ
Serena Williams downed Russia’s Anasta-
sia Potapova 6-0, 6-3.

— News services
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GOLF
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The Astros’ Jose Altuve and Alex Bregman walk to the dugout after a double play in Game 1 of the ACLS against the Yankees in October.

Stealing the show

Former Sox pitcher was
one of the first to have
suspicions about Astros

By LAMoND POPE, TIM BANNON

The Mets announced Thursday that
Carlos Beltran will not be their manager,
the latest fallout from Major League
Baseball’s sign-stealing scandal featuring
the Astros.

The Mets became the third team to begin
the search for a new manager last week.
The Astros fired manager AJ Hinch and
general manager Jeff Luhnow on Jan. 13.

The Red Sox and manager Alex Cora
“mutually agreed to part ways,” according
to a team statement Tuesday. Cora was the
bench coach for the Astros in 2017.

Here’s a breakdown of story that has
rocked the sport.

1. How did the news break?

Four people who were with the Astros in
2017, including pitcher Mike Fiers, alleged
in a Nov. 12 article from The Athletic’s Ken
Rosenthal and Evan Drellich that the Astros
stole signs during home games with the
assistance of a camera positioned in the
outfield.

The Astros won the World Series that
season.

According to the article, a camera at
Minute Maid Park was connected to a
television monitor in the tunnel between
the Astros dugout and clubhouse. Team
employees or players would communicate
expected pitches by banging a trash can
with a bat to signal off-speed pitches.

Fiers confirmed the setup to The Athletic
and said he passed the information on to his
next teams, the Tigers and Athletics.

“T had to let my team know so that we
were prepared when we went to go play
them at Minute Maid,” he told The Athletic.

Fiers’ allegations were mentioned in the
first sentence of Commissioner Rob Man-
fred’s statement regarding the Astros’ case
and ruling on Jan. 13.

2. Wasn’t former White Sox pitcher
Danny Farquhar one of the first to
notice the Astros were up to some-
thing?

Yes. Farquhar pitched for the Sox twice
at Minute Maid Park in 2017 — on Sept. 19
and Sept. 21 — and he told The Athletic that
“there was a banging from the dugout,
almost like a bat hitting the bat rack every
time a changeup signal got put down. After
the third one, I stepped off. I was throwing
some really good changeups and they were
getting fouled off. After the third bang, I
stepped off.”

He said “the banging stopped” after the
Sox switched to more complex signals.

According to MLB’s investigative report
released Monday, “There was a sense of
‘panic’ in the Astros dugout after Farquhar
appeared to notice the trash can bangs.
Before the game ended, a group of Astros
players removed the monitor from the wall
in the tunnel and hid it in an office”

Farquhar, now a minor-league pitching
coach for the Sox, suffered a brain hemor-
rhage during a game against the Astros at
Guaranteed Rate Field in 2018 and did not
pitch again in the majors.

Sox general manager Rick Hahn spoke
generally about the topic when asked about
it at the general managers meetings in
Scottsdale, Ariz., on the day the story broke.

“Look, most of this stuff, let’s call it
club-on-club crime so to speak, that usually
gets handled pretty quietly between the two
clubs and the league involved if need be;”
Hahn said on Nov. 12. “I know over the last
couple years the league has been very
diligent in this category of sign-stealing, and
certainly any concerns that the White Sox
or any other club has had over that period
time have been heard.”

3.Is sign-stealing illegal?

Stealing signs always has been a part of
the game. But some actions cross the
imaginary line that divides gamesmanship
from cheating.

In August 2017, the Red Sox were caught

transmitting sign information from their
replay-review room to individuals in the
dugout wearing smart watches. They were
fined that September.

“A memorandum that same day to all
clubs reiterating the rules regarding the use
of electronic equipment to steal signs, and
putting all clubs on notice that future
violations would be taken extremely seri-
ously by my office” Manfred said in
Monday’s statement.

A March 2018 memorandum included:
“Electronic equipment, including game
feeds in the Club replay room and/or video
room, may never be used during a game for
the purpose of stealing the opposing team’s
signs. In this respect, MLBR 1-1 expressly
provides that ‘under no circumstance may
electronic equipment or devices be used for
the purpose of stealing signs or conveying
other information designed to give a Club a
competitive advantage’ To be clear, the
use of any equipment in the clubhouse
or in a Club’s replay or video rooms to
decode an opposing Club’s signs during
the game violates this Regulation. (Em-
phasis in original.) Clubs (and Club employ-
ees) who are found to have utilized
equipment in the replay or video rooms for
such purposes during a game will be subject
to discipline by the Commissioner’s Office””

4. What were the findings?

MLB’s Department of Investigations
interviewed 68 witnesses, including 23
current and former Astros players, accord-
ing to Monday’s statement from Manfred.
Emails, Slack communications, text mes-
sages, video clips and photographs also
were reviewed.

According to Monday’s statement, Astros
employees in the team’s replay room
attempted to decode signs using a center-
field camera at the start of the 2017 season.
A player would act as a “runner” to bring
the information to the dugout, where a
signal would be sent to a baserunner on
second. The runner would decode the
catcher’s sign and signal the batter. At times,
an employee in the replay room would pass
along the information by text message to
the watch or phone of a staff member on the
bench.

Cora began calling the replay room for
the information early in the season. Two
months into the season, a group of players
that included Beltran discussed how to
improve the system, and Cora arranged for
a video monitor of a center-field camera to
be installed next to the dugout. Players
would communicate pitches by banging a
bat or massage gun on a trash can.
Generally, it was one or two bangs for
certain off-speed pitches and no sound for
fastballs.

For parts of 2018, the Astros replay-
review room staff continued to decode signs
using the live center-field camera feed, and
to transmit the signs to the dugout through
in-person communication.

5. What was the fallout for the Astros?

Manager AJ Hinch and general manager
Jeff Luhnow were suspended for a year by
Major League Baseball on Jan. 13. Later that
day, the Astros owner Jim Crane an-
nounced the two had been fired.

The Astros were fined $5 million, the
maximum allowed under the Major League

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Danny Farquhar pitches for the White Sox against the Astros on April 20, 2018.

Constitution, as punishment. They also will
forfeit their first- and second-round picks in
the 2020 and 2021 drafts.

No Astros players will be disciplined,
Manfred said, because he decided in
September 2017 to hold a team’s manager
and general manager responsible for sign-
stealing infractions.

6. How does this compare to the Black
Sox scandal?

Last year was the 100th anniversary of
the White Sox team that threw the 1919
World Series against the Reds, and people
are still talking about it.

Will people in 2120 be talking about the
Astros sign-stealing scandal?

“The Astros will now carry the stigma of
cheaters, of course, and be used as an
example of how not to play the game,” Paul
Sullivan wrote in the Tribune. “While the
Black Sox scandal may remain a black mark
in baseball history, the upcoming ‘Field of
Dreams’ game pitting the White Sox and
Yankees playing in an Iowa cornfield proves
the legend is still marketable in MLB’s
eyes.”

The Sox had trouble recovering from the
scandal, which led to the banning of eight
players by Commissioner Kenesaw Moun-
tain Landjis after the 1920 season. They had
only one winning season in the next 15 years
and didn’t return to the World Series for 40
years.

The Astros still have a lineup filled with
All-Stars, many of whom apparently were
involved in the sign-stealing scheme, not to
mention a rotation with Justin Verlander
and Zack Greinke, two of the game’s best
starters.

7.Isn’t there buzz about a buzzer?

The Astros were back in the news
Thursday with a fresh allegation.

Speculation picked up steam on Twitter
that some players wore buzzers inside their
uniform as another device to gain a hitting
edge, with Jose Altuve’s walk-off home run
in Game 6 of the 2019 American League
Championship Series and his refusal to let
teammates tear off his jersey as apparent
evidence.

Responding to a tweet, Reds pitcher
Trevor Bauer wrote he had heard that was
the case “from multiple parties too.”

According to the New York Post’s Joel
Sherman, MLB responded: “MLB explored
wearable devices during the investigation
but found no evidence to substantiate it.”

8. What’s next?

MLB is investigating a report from The
Athletic centering on the Red Sox and their
possible use of a replay room during their
2018 World Series championship season.

Cora became the team’s manager that
season.

According to an MLB.com report, the
Astros’ list of managerial candidates could
includes Cubs coach Will Venable and
Astros coach Joe Espada. Both were in the
running this offseason for the Cubs job that
went to David Ross.

With pitchers and catchers set to report
to spring training in less than a month, the
chaotic story will continue to be a major
topic at spring training camps.

The Associated Press contributed to this
report.

ROUNDUP

Westwood

holds on
for victory

Associated Press

Lee Westwood secured his 25th
European Tour win with victory at the
Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship on
Sunday in the United Arab Emirates.

Westwood, who had a one-shot
overnight lead, has now won in four
different decades starting in the 1990s.
The Englishman’s 5-under par final-
round 67 gave him a two-shot margin
over a chasing pack of France’s Victor
Perez (63) and England’s Tommy Fleet-
wood (63) and Matthew Fitzpatrick (67)
who all finished on 271.

Bernd Wiesberger and second-round
leader Francesco Laporta, who both
started the final round one back of
Westwood, had their challenge fall away
after rounds of 72 and 74.

Top-ranked Brooks Koepka finished
joint 34th with an 8-under 280 after a 69
in the final round, 11 back of Westwood.

It was Koepka’s first tournament since
returning from a knee injury he aggra-
vated in October when he slipped while
walking off the tee at the CJ Cup in
South Korea. He previously had stem
cell treatment for a partially torn tendon
in his patella.

Westwood, a former world No. 1-
ranked player, was challenged through-
out the final round.

Fitzpatrick, who was two shots off
Westwood before the start of the day, got
off to a strong start and an impressive
front nine saw him pile on the pressure
but the 46-year-old former world No. 1
kept his cool and continued to putt well
to secure his victory.

“It’s been a good week,” Westwood
told europeantour.com. “I wasn’t really
paying any attention to what other
people were doing.

“I was trying to control me .. my
emotions and what I’'m working on in
the golf swing. Just managed to do that”

Westwood was ranked No. 63 going
into the event, but the first victory by an
English player on the 2020 Race to
Dubai should move him into the top 30.

Sergio Garcia of Spain finished six off
Westwood to come tied for eighth
alongside Austria’s Wiesberger.

PGA: Andrew Landry regrouped to win
The American Express in La Quinta,
Calif,, after blowing a six-stroke lead on
the back nine.

Landry broke a tie with Abraham
Ancer with a 7-foot birdie putt on the
par-3 17th hole and made a 6-footer on
the par-4 18th for a 5-under 67 and a
two-stroke victory.

Landry won the pro-am event at PGA
West two years after losing a playoff to
Jon Rahm. The 32-year-old Texan has
two PGA Tour victories, also winning
the 2018 Texas Open.

Trying to become the third Mexican
winner in PGA Tour history and first
since 1978, Ancer matched the Stadium
Course record with a 63. Playing two
groups ahead of Landry, Ancer birdied
the par-5 16th and the island-green 17th
and parred the 18th.

LPGA: The final round of the Tourna-
ment of Champions in Lake Buena Vista,
Fla., featured a little bit of everything.
Clutch shots, bold play, lead changes, a
few costly mistakes and even bonus golf.

It did everything but decide a winner.

Nasa Hataoka and Gaby Lopez
matched par five times in a playoff at the
197-yard 18th hole until it was too dark to
continue. They will return Monday
morning to see who gets the trophy.

LPGA Hall of Famer Inbee Park also
was in the playoff, but was eliminated on
the third extra hole.

Champions: Miguel Angel Jimenez
made a 12-foot birdie putt on the second
hole of a playoff Saturday with senior
newcomer Ernie Els to win the PGA
Tour Champions’ season-opening Mit-
subishi Electric Championship in
Ka’upulehu-kona, Hawaii.

Fred Couples, 60, dropped out on the
first extra trip down the par-4 18th at
windy Hualalai, missing a short par putt.

Jimenez, paired with Couples in the
second-to-last group, birdied Nos. 13-15
in a 5-under 67. The 56-year-old Span-
iard has nine victories victories on the
50-and-over tour, also winning at
Hualalai in 2015. He has won in all seven
his senior seasons.

Els, 50, shot an even-par 72 in his first
senior round to fall eight strokes behind
leaders Jimenez and Bernhard Langer,
then rallied with consecutive 65s.

WARREN LITTLE/GETTY

Former world No. 1Lee Westwood won
his 25th title on the European Tour.
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The Mavericks' Dwight Powell (7) goes up for a basket during the third quarter against the Trail Blazers on Friday at American Airlines Center in Dallas. The Mavs won, 120-T12.

NBA embraces ‘trash’ defense

By MARC STEIN
New York Times

A new year, at the start of a new decade,
makes this a natural time for NBA teams to
search for innovative ways to combat the
offensive flourish of the previous decade.

Yet as disconsonant as it sounds, espe-
cially for a league reputed to be as
progressive as the NBA, its coaches are
increasingly dipping into the past for a
defensive alignment that tends to be
branded as antiquated or, worse, collegiate.

“There’s definitely more use of zone this
season,” said Dallas Mavericks coach Rick
Carlisle. “Offenses are getting so good that if
you can come up with some kind of defense
that can upset rhythm a little bit, it’s viewed
as a positive thing”

Overall usage of zone defenses —
schemes that call for defenders to guard a
specific area of space rather than an
opposing player — is up 50% from last
season, according to Synergy Sports data.
The increase per possession is 10.8%,
according to data provided to NBA teams by
Second Spectrum. A leaguewide average of
2.3 zone possessions per game remains
modest, but the rise Carlisle referenced is
more tangibly reflected by the number of
teams regarded as regular zone practitio-
ners.

Dallas, Toronto, Washington, Charlotte
and the Los Angeles Clippers have joined
Miami and the New Jersey Nets as teams
known to utilize zone schemes 4% to 10% of
the time, according to Synergy. The Heat
and Nets were outliers last season, employ-
ing zone schemes on 10.9% and 84% of
their defensive possessions, according to
Second Spectrum.

The stigma against zone schemes is
strong, because turning to a zone alignment
has long been regarded in the NBA as a sign
of weakness — gimmickry to cover up for
poor individual defenders. Clippers coach
Doc Rivers recently suggested that Glenn
Whittenberg, his former high school coach
at Proviso East in Maywood, Illinois, was
likely “rolling over in his grave right now” in
response to the amount of zone Rivers is
using.

“He thought zone was a weak man’s
game,” Rivers said.

Hall of Fame guard Gary Payton still
does. Payton retired in 2007, but the
smothering guard unforgettably known as
“The Glove” remains a passionate critic of
zones at the pro level — even though his son
Gary Payton II of the Washington Wizards
happens to play for the NBA team using
more zone than anyone (9.8% of the time,
per Synergy).

“Trash,” Gary Payton said in a phone
interview. “That’s a cop-out. Why do
college teams go to a zone? Because they
can’t guard anybody.”

The Wizards’ No. 30 defensive rating

through Thursday (Washington was allow-
ing 1154 points per 100 possessions)
appears to support Payton’s contention. Yet
in Toronto, coach Nick Nurse has a roster
filled with elite defenders, which has
encouraged Nurse to not only embrace
zones but also experiment with a variety of
defenses rarely seen at the pro level.

In one memorable Game 2 sequence of
the 2019 NBA finals, Nurse unleashed
“box-and-one” coverage on Golden State’s
Stephen Curry — four players in a square-
shaped zone, with Fred VanVleet shad-
owing Curry as closely as possible.

As the league’s defending champion,
Toronto has countered injuries to key
figures such as Pascal Siakam, Marc Gasol
and Kyle Lowry this season with half-court
double-teaming of Houston’s James Hard-
en, 1-2-1-1 zone pressing and more box-and-
one that, according to conventional NBA
wisdom, should not work against the most
skilled offensive players on the planet.

The Raptors have also mixed in a good bit
of 2-3 zone — two defenders at the top with
a row of three behind them — in securing
the No. 2 spot in defensive rating despite all
of their health woes.

“I think we have seen that some of these
other defenses have worked,” said Nurse,
whose Raptors are on a surprising 53-win
pace even after losing finals MVP Kawhi
Leonard in free agency. “For parts of games,

anyway'n
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Rick Carlisle of the Mavericks reacts as the Mavericks take on the Trail Blazers in the first
quarter at American Airlines Center on Friday in Dallas, Texas.

After Leonard’s arrival — along with the
acquisition of Paul George to join the
tenacious Patrick Beverley and mobile
frontcourt players such as Montrezl Har-
rell, Maurice Harkless and JaMychal Green
— Rivers decided that the Clippers’ roster
composition compelled him to think more
openly about zones.

“We have a switchable basketball team
for the first time in my career;” Rivers said,
referring to the ability of similarly sized
players to easily switch onto a different
offensive player in the midst of a possession.

The Clippers, as a result, have used zone
looks on 4% of their defensive possessions,
according to Second Spectrum, and, like
Carlisle’s Mavericks, have held the opposi-
tion to less than a point per possession
when in a zone setup.

Beverley has said that, despite his own
Payton-like determination to harass other
guards, he has no issues when Rivers calls
for zones. He played for nearly four seasons
in Europe before establishing himself in the
NBA, and zone defense is much more
prevalent in leagues overseas.

Rivers, though, admits he will sometimes
refer to it as a “flex zone” — or “more of a
switching defense than a zone” — to
encourage player acceptance.

The potential payoff of a well-executed
zone is clear, despite the vulnerabilities it
exposes in terms of rebounding and surren-
dering open shots. A good zone, at least for a

time, can create confusion, inspire hesita-
tion and potentially dislodge offensive
supernovas such as Harden and Curry from
their comfort zones.

Thanks to alack of dependable perimeter
shooters around the All-Star big man Joel
Embiid, no team faces more zones than the
Philadelphia 76ers. The most notable cul-
prit for inviting that strategy is Ben
Simmons, Embiid’s fellow All-Star, who has
attempted only five 3-pointers all season —
sinking two after shooting O-for-17 from
deep over his first two NBA seasons.

The Athletic reported in December that
the Sixers saw a zone on 156 possessions in a
three-game stretch against Miami, Dallas
and Washington over a four-day span.
According to Synergy Sports data used in
the report, 21 of the league’s 30 teams faced
fewer than 156 possessions of zone defense
for the entire 2018-19 season.

“We've seen so much innovation and
change offensively over the last five years,”
Toronto’s Nurse said. “It only makes sense
that teams are going to try things and look
for things defensively to counter that.”

The limited practice time teams enjoy in
the modern game makes it challenging for
coaches to implement zone coverages,
because they typically require additional
preparation and increased communication
among the defenders. But that didn’t stop
the Los Angeles Lakers, No. 3 in the league
in defensive rating, from springing a
surprise on Carlisle’s Mavericks on Jan. 10.

In a move right out of the Mavericks’
playbook, with former Dallas guard Jason
Kidd now on the bench as an assistant to
Lakers coach Frank Vogel, Los Angeles
used a zone for numerous possessions in
the second quarter in an attempt to
short-circuit rising Dallas star Luka Don-
cic’s usual pick-and-roll effectiveness — and
then fell back into man-to-man coverage as
soon as the Mavericks made their first pass.
It’'s a ploy Dallas used frequently against
LeBron James and the Miami Heat in the
2011 NBA finals, in which the Mavericks
upset Miami in six games.

But James was on the winning side this
time, with the Lakers rolling up a 21-point
lead in the first half in an eventual 129-114
road win despite the absence of an ailing
Anthony Davis.

The Mavericks, to this day, believe they
would not have won their lone champi-
onship without substantial doses of zone.
For all the talk that NBA shooters are simply
too proficient for teams to stay in zones for
long, Carlisle expects zone defense to
continue its comeback in the second half of
the season.

“It’s been very cyclical in the last eight or
nine years,” Carlisle said. “But the teams
that are using it are using it with effective-
ness. And you have to prepare for it. If
you’re not prepared for it, you’re going to be
up against it
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If the College Football Playoff included eight teams, instead of four,
maybe TCU wins the national championship in 2014 instead of being
left out and settling for a dominant Peach Bowl victory.

Maybe TCU’s Josh Doctson, not Ohio State’s Ezekiel Elliott, is leav-
ing as the star of the championship game at AT&T Stadium. Maybe
TCU gets back in the playoff mix in 2015 when it overcame a 31-point
deficit to defeat Oregon and finish as the No. 7-ranked team.

Those are questions TCU athletic director Jeremiah Donati asks
himself. And those are just a couple reasons he’s a full proponent of
expanding the CFP format to an eight-team field.

“It’d be huge for our confer-
ence and our university if we
knew the winner of our confer-
ence had a guaranteed spot in the
playoffs,” Donati said. “Even a
close second place might get in.
Just think back in 2014 with us
and Baylor. If we expand to eight,
we’re both competing. No one
would argue that we were two of
the best football programs in the
country that season and could
have easily played for the national
championship.

“Having an automatic qualifier
would be huge. One, for the long
term viability of the conference
and, two, in short term for our
next big television deal. 'm abso-
lutely 100% in favor.”

Expanding the CFP remains a
talking point throughout the
college football world. Donati said
it is among the three-most dis-
cussed issues facing the college
sports world, along with student-
athletes profiting off their name,
image and likeness, and the next
TV contract.

It’s surely going to be a hotly-
debated subject this off-season
with the 2019 campaign officially
in the books. This year produced
little controversy with LSU dem-
onstrating it to be the top team in
the country behind Heisman
Trophy winning quarterback Joe
Burrow.

Most, though, seem to be in
favor of CFP expansion. Or at
least recognize it’s just a matter of

time.

The questions on the issue of
expansion have more to do with
how such a system would actually
work. College football is proud of
its long tradition of offering a slate
of meaningful bowl games. The
obstacle is to ensure that those
contests remain as relevant as
possible.

That might mean having the
New Year’s Six bowls, for in-
stance, hosting the quarterfinals
and semifinals, rather than
playing on-campus quarterfinal
games.

Cotton Bowl president and
CEO Rick Baker played it down
the middle when it came to his
thoughts. North Texas’ premier
bowl game would like to serve as
a host for playoff games, but that
might come at the expense of
producing the traditional bowl
week experience for schools as
has been the practice for decades.

The fear is that quarterfinal
games likely would be treated as
business trips for most teams -
they fly in a day or two before the
game, play and then head out
immediately afterward to get
ready for the next opponent.

“The Cotton Bowl collectively
is really down the middle on
expansion,” Baker said. “We’re
proud to be a part of the College
Football Playoff. We were on the
outside looking in during the BCS
years, so having an opportunity to
be in the highest level of the post-

season is important to us.

“We’ve heard the talk about the
possibility of the playoffs expand-
ing and, quite frankly, the devil
will be in the details in how it
might and how much it does
impact us,” Baker continued. “We
like the setup now because every-
one gets the bowl experience.

“But there’s been a lot of
changes in college football over
the years and everybody has
adjusted. We want to be at the
very top of the postseason and we
want to have a game of relevance.
We’re very interested bystanders
in what the commissioners and
leaders do moving forward.”

As of now, playoff expansion
has been more of a talking point
than anything of substance. The
current CFP model has been in
place since 2014 and is halfway
through its 12-year deal with
ESPN.

The current format has been
widely viewed as a success. There
is inherent drama every year with
the Power Five conferences chas-
ing four playoff spots. But that’s
not a plus in a year when your
conference is left out.

Last month, there was a chance
that a one-loss Big 12 champion
would be left out of the playoff
mix. If Utah had won the Pac-12, it
likely would have received a bid
over eventual Big 12 champion
Oklahoma.

“There’s some good theater in
having five A5s chasing four
spots,” Big 12 Commissioner Bob
Bowlsby said at the conference
championship game.

“There’s a lot that’s right about
the four team playoff. I think one
of the things we’ve found is that’s
it’s harder to be on the outside
looking in when it was just two
teams. We're halfway through it
and it’s a good time to take a look
atit.

“I wouldn’t jump to any con-
clusions on it. I think we’ll take a
look at what’s right about it and
take a look at ways it might be
improved.”

For most, improvement would
center on expansion.

TCU coach Gary Patterson is a
fan of the idea, especially after
seeing his team get passed over in
2014. This is a guy who believes
every team deserves an opportu-
nity.

The 2010 TCU team that went
13-0 and won the Rose Bowl
should have been given a chance
even though it wasn’t in a Power
Five conference at the time.

“Everybody deserves an oppor-
tunity;” said Patterson, who be-
came president of the American
Football Coaches Association
(AFCA) on Jan. 13.

“It allows for every Power Five
champion to be in, and then you
have two more and a Cinderella.
That’s what people like,” he said.
“This world is about opportunity”

As far as on-campus games or
bowl games as host sites, Patter-
son is a believer in bowl games.
He doesn’t want the bowl system
to become further diluted than it
already has.

“We’ve made bowls not be very
important. That’s not the way it
should be” Patterson said. “It’s a
great life experience for kids. You
always want a destination.”

At the end of the day, it remains
to be seen what college football’s
decision makers will do. There’s
no perfect answer.

Six teams? Eight teams? Heck,
some would argue that four was
the perfect number this season.
Whatever you expand to —
whether it’s the fifth-best team in
today’s model or potentially No. 7
or No. 9 in future models — some-
one is going to feel left out.

But there seems to be enough
chatter about expansion that it
almost feels like a question of
when, not if. Maybe it doesn’t
happen until the current TV deal
expires, or maybe it happens
sooner.

As Baker, the Cotton Bowl
CEOQ, said, “We’ve got six years
left on this contract. No one has
indicated to us that the system

SCOTT CUNNINGHAM/GETTY
TCU’s Josh Doctson completes a touchdown reception in the third quarter against the Ole Miss Rebels during the Chik-fil-A Peach Bowl at Georgia Dome on Dec. 31, 2014.

COMMENTARY

Elite Eight in college football?

was going to change during that
time. I don’t feel any momentum.
I haven’t felt any momentum to
change things quickly. All the
contracts are in place and every-
one seems to be genuinely pleased
with the transition from the BCS
to the College Football Playoff.

“But, like I said, we’re very
interested bystanders. It’s a wait-
and-see.”

Our new CFP model

Nobody quite knows how an
expanded CFP model would look
like. On-campus matchups make
sense in terms of rewarding teams
with home-field advantages, but
that would come at the expense of
bowl games having marquee
games.

For instance, the Cotton Bowl
struggled with attendance this
season when it hosted Penn State
and Memphis. If it’s hosting a
playoff game every year, maybe
attendance and interest improves.

With that being said, here’s six
bullet points on how the Star-
Telegram would put together an
expanded playoff.

B New Year’s Six hosts quarter-
finals and semifinals: Rotate the
playoff games between the Cotton
Bowl, Peach Bowl, Rose Bowl,
Orange Bowl, Fiesta Bowl and
Sugar Bowl.

M A rotation of New Orleans,
North Texas, Atlanta, Los Angeles
and Las Vegas as the national
championship site.

B Eliminate conference champi-
onship games. This would ad-
dress concerns of too many games
for student athletes.

M Quarterfinal games during the
conference championship week-
end.

M Semifinal games on the Mon-
day and Tuesday following the
final NFL regular-season games.
M National championship on the
Monday night following the AFC
and NFC championship games.

Relax. It’s just a proposal, peo-
ple.
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Can ‘Star Trek’

chart a way

FORWARD?

‘Picard, coming to CBS All Access, revisits the intrepid

Starfleet captain from ‘The Next Generation’

MARK SOMMERFELD/THE NEW YORK TIMES 2019
The crew behind the newest batch of “Star Trek” shows: Akiva Goldsman, from left, Alex Kurtzman, Heather Kadin and “Picard” showrunner Michael Chabon.

BY DAVE ITZKOFF | The New York Times

SANTA CLARITA, Calif. - Michael Chabon’s job
used to consist of writing novels, earning literary
acclaim and receiving the occasional prestigious
award. But this past June, he was racing around the
soundstages here at “Star Trek: Picard,” where he was
working as an executive producer.

Chabon, a 56-year-old Pulitzer Prize winner, strode
through hallways decorated with timelines that
chronicled the fictional histories of alien empires and
stepped onto the set of a futuristic spacecraft. He
giggled to himself as he toyed with some of the fake
technology, occasionally exclaiming “Engage!” and

flashed a thumbs-up across the room to “Picard” star
Patrick Stewart as he rehearsed a scene.

These were all welcome perks in Chabon’s new line
of work. But what drew him to “Star Trek” as a fan in
his teens and kept him invested as a producer, he said,
was an underlying message about humanity that was
hopeful within reason.

“It’s not saying human beings are basically wonder-

Turn to “Picard’, Page 3

CARLY HOOGENDYK

Comedian Megan Stalter performed two sold-out shows Saturday night at The Hideout.

IN PERFORMANCE

Comedian Megan Stalter offers
evening of mayhem at Hideout

BY ZACH FREEMAN

“Megan is ... well, she’s
Megan.”

So goes the extremely accu-
rate opening of a brief introduc-
tory video played before comedi-
an Megan Stalter took the stage
for the first of two sold-out
shows Saturday night at The

Hideout for “A Night of Mayhem
with Megan Stalter” It’s her
signature live show and part of
the comedic arm of the 16th
annual Tomorrow Never Knows
festival, which features a num-
ber of outstanding comedy
shows this year.

T've spent some time trying to
figure out exactly how to de-

scribe Stalter’s unique (and
captivatingly infectious) blend of
improv, sketch, stand-up and
music, and always feel like I
come up a bit short. But this
pithily silly intro (though clearly
too vague to offer any true guid-
ance for the uninitiated) gets

Turn to Stalter , Page 3

A pinata version of
Thompson Center

But memories, not
candy, will fall out of it

BLAIR KAMIN

The James R. Thompson
Center is both a landmark of
postmodern architecture and an
architectural pifiata — a building
many Chicagoans love to hate
and probably wouldn’t mind
beating with a stick.

On Monday, three historic
preservationists trying to save
the controversial state office
building will open an exhibition
in a gallery in the downtown
Pedway that actually presents it
as a pifiata — not to foreshadow
its demolition, they say, but to
broaden the public’s under-
standing and (perhaps) appreci-
ation of it.

Instead of being filled with
candy, like a pifiata at a child’s
birthday party, the piece will be
stuffed with written memories
and impressions of the center,
some collected by its artist,
25-year-old Chelsea Lombardo
of Chicago. The plan is to break
it open on Thursday, perhaps

HANDOUT
Chelsea Lombardo transformed
the controversial James R.
Thompson Center into a pifata.

with a baseball bat, then display
the responses.

So much for the earnest,
old-school tactic of picketing a
building that wrecking crews
are tearing apart.

In this case, preservationists
are using humor to draw atten-
tion to their cause. That’s fitting
since postmodernists like the
late Chicago architect Stanley
Tigerman championed that
quality in their rebellion against
the steel-and-glass sobriety of
modern architecture.

“You have to be somewhat
lighthearted with this,” Lom-
bardo, a graduate of the School
of the Art Institute of Chicago,
told me in a telephone interview

Turn to Kamin, Page 4
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Box office

1. “Bad Boys for Life.”
$591million

2. “Dolittle;)” $22.5 million
3. 1917 $22.1 million

4. “Jumanyji: The Next
Level.’” $9.5 million

5. “Star Wars: Rise of
Skywalker.” $8.3 million

6. “Just Mercy,” $6 million

7. “Little Women,”’
$5.9 million

8. “Knives Out,’ $4.3 million
9. “Like A Boss,’ $3.8 million
10. “Frozen 2’ $3.7 million

SOURCE: Associated Press
Estimated sales,

By AMY DICKINSON

ASK AMY

askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter @askingamy

Social media bully embarrasses family

Dear Amy: My father is a
stubborn man. He has a lot
of energy and many strong
opinions. We do not have a
close relationship. He has
recently retired and now
spends much of his time on
social media, posting long-
winded political rants and

abusive online behavior.
Now that you are
removed from your fa-
ther’s noxious postings,
you are going to have to
learn to trust other people.
Your family members
know him, and they know
you. You should trust that

attends their nuptials.
Traditionally, with
larger weddings, the mar-
rying couple will get half of
the total guest list to invite
those close to them, while
each set of parents will get
a fourth of the guest total
to invite people from their

Friday-Sunday engaging in emotional they understand and can own list.
arguments with anyone differentiate between you. If you have been granted
who dares to comment on Idon’t think it is useful anumber of seats to fill at
, his posts. to issue blanket or public will at this wedding, and if
t I am disgusted by this apologies for someone you have developed a
3 highly public airing of false  else’s behavior. Your father  friendship with your
FRANCOIS DUHAMEL/UNIVERSAL PICTURES information and closed- embarrasses himself, but daughter’s boyfriend’s
Sam Mendes, center, on the set of “1917” which took minded views. It was get- you shouldn’t give himthe  parents, then by all means
the top honor Saturday at the Producers Guild Awards. ting to the point that power to embarrass you. invite them. However, you
merely opening the social Your father sounds likea  are not socially obligated to
¢ 19 1 7 ’ 3 media app was giving me bully. You should not trust ~ issue this invitation.
Captures " V ln anxiety, with the anticipa-  him to keep anything pri-
. tion of a new bigoted dia- vate. All the same, you Dear Readers: I've re-
at Pro duc ers Gulld tribe from my father. I might feel better if you ceived many positive re-
deactivated my account, stood up to him: “Dad, I sponses to my annual
‘Law & Order; and I've never felt better! wish you would find a giving column. Since that
LOS ANGELES — If the Producers Guild Awards Kardashian-style: Kim My immediate family different hobby. Your on- column was published, the
are a true predictor of the Oscars’ best film category, Kardashian West is a step continues to feel mortified  line ranting is quite dis- world has become aware of
then the World War I film “1917” is poised to come closer to becoming a law- by his behavior. This has turbing” the devastation caused by
away with best picture in a few weeks. yer, having finished her led to some awkward fam- It would be wise for him  wildfires sweeping
The Sam Mendes film won the award for theatrical first year of study as an ily gatherings, and his to get a mental health through parts of Australia.
motion picture at the untelevised ceremony Saturday apprentice. She said on behavior seems to have screening. Being abigoted  As of this writing, 20 peo-
night at the Hollywood Palladium in Los Angeles. Saturday that her next step gotten even worse. 'm bully does not necessarily ple, including three fire-

Many in the crowd seemed stunned after Reese With- is taking the “baby bar;” afraid to discuss this di- indicate mental decline, fighters, have died. Mil-

erspoon announced the winner of the Darryl F. so-called because it’s a rectly with him, due tohis ~ but because your father’s lions of animals have per-

Zanuck Award, which has gone on to win the best one-day exam. If she short temper and the high ~ behavior seems to be get- ished — some estimates

picture Oscar 21 out of 30 times — including the past passes, she plans to study likelihood that he will ting worse, thereisreason  bring the toll as high as

two years, with “Green Book” and “The Shape of for another three years and share our conversation to wonder. 1 billion animals.

Water.” then take the California publicly on social media. I Please do not send food

“This film was inspired by my grandfather, Alfred bar exam. “I’'m super- want to keep our family Dear Amy: My son just or material goods — trans-

Mendes, and my hope was to honor his experience,” motivated, and I really matters private. gave us the great news that  porting goods brings on

said Mendes, who co-produced and directed the want to see it through,“ she What should I do? Is he’s getting married. more hazards.

project. He also said it was his first time attending the said in an interview. there a way to make it clear Our daughterisina Here are some ways to

awards, and thanked the guild for recognizing his film. “There’s obviously times to my extended family that  serious, five-year relation-  give money.

“This was best experience of my professional life,” where I'm overwhelmed his closed-minded beliefs ship with “James.” We B Helping fire victims: St.
he added. and stressed and feel like I donot align withmy own,  expect they will be en- Vincent DePaul Society:
Released late last month, ”1917” has made a splash have alot on my plate.” without descending into gaged in the near future donatevinnies.org.au.
during awards season, including another surprise “Kim Kardashian West: the drama myself? How (within the next two B Helping “firies” (fire-
victory in the best drama picture category at the Gold- The Justice Project” airs can I bring myselftospend  years). We have met James’  fighters): Rural Fire Serv-
en Globes. April 5 on Oxygen. The time with a person who parents several times. ice, New South Wales:
two-hour documentary causes me so much embar- Should we invite James’  rfs.nsw.gov.au.

— Associated Press shows her being visibly rassment? parents to our son’s wed- B Helping wildlife:
moved by prison inmates — Embarrassed ding? RSPCA of Australia:
recounting their stories of — Wondering rspcansw.org.au.
landing behind bars. She Dear Embarrassed: I

Jan. 20 birthdays: Director David Lynch is 74. talks to their families and applaud you for deactivat-  Dear Wondering: Does Copyright 2020 by Amy

Guitarist Paul Stanley is 68. TV host Bill Maher is 64. friends, lobbies public ing your social media ac- your son or his future bride  Dickinson

Actor Rainn Wilson is 54. Actress Stacey Dash is 53. officials and consults with count in order to avoid know James’ parents? This

Drummer Questlove is 49. Singer-songwriter Bonnie their attorneys as well as being triggered by your marrying couple may want  Distributed by Tribune

McKee is 36. Country singer Brantley Gilbert is 35. her own. father’s (and others’) to have some say over who  Content Agency
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ACROSS
1 Run away
5 Woes
9 “Beat it!”
13 __ajob; gets
hired
15 Thrown for a
__;suddenly
confused
16 In one’s birthday
suit
17 Uneasy feeling
18 Pakistan’s capital
20 Arthur of “Maude”
21 Battery size
23 Compensates
24 Make sausage
26 Dr. Dre’s music
27 Dismal
29 Abnormal tissue
growths
32 Skateboarder’s
inclines
33 Talons
35 Common street
name
37 “Law & Order:
SVU” actor
38 Housekeepers
39 Cheese similar
to Camembert
40 Bic product
41 Office cabinet
contents
42 Secure storage
boxes
43 Delays purposely
45 Rolls out the red
carpet for

46 Kauai accessory

47 Lunch spot

48 Pad of paper

51“__ Lazy River”

52 As cool ___
cucumber

55 Fair; just

58 __ tots;
cylindrical potato
bites

60 Draw in

61 Tack

62 State Farm
employee

63 Potato chip brand

64 Little boys

65 __-on favorite;
likely winner

DOWN
1 Spare tire
2 Highway division
3 Reason to buy
aring
4 Asner & O’Neill
5 Epic about
Achilles
6 __ Alamos, NM
7 He-he alternative
8 Small songbirds
9 “Make it __I";
request for haste
10 Castro’s nation
11 “Queen for __”
ofold TV
12 Kennedy &
Turner
14 Escalator
alternative

1/20/20
Solutions
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19 Repasts 41 Armada
22 Word attached 42 Piano piece
to body or way 44 Axis foes
25 Engrossed 45 Trendy; stylish
27 Faucet problem 47 Sword fights
28 Marathons 48 __ on; reveal the
29 Upholstery misdeeds of
supplies 49 Filled swimming
30 Punctured pool’s color
31 More devious 50 Inter
33 Coolidge’s 53 __ on; forward
namesakes 54 Carney &
34 Commit perjury Garfunkel
36 Disarray 56 Cry from the flock
38 Combative; 57 Eye’s protector
aggressive 59 Not long __;
39 Source of misery recently
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Stalter

Continued from Page 1

close. Stalter — a Chicago
comedy scene standout
who relocated to New York
City last August — has a
stage persona that is both
endearing and off-putting
at the same time. She
comes across as a self-
indulgent, delusional diva
who stumbles through her
lines, blames her backup
band (and the audience) for
any perceived slip-ups and
is obsessed with her own
impressiveness.

In The Hideout’s green
room before the show,
Stalter describes her stage
persona as “If somebody
crazy got famous. From the
past. And the future. Like a
kid and an old lady”

On stage — and in her
YouTube series, the self-
titled “The Megan Stalter

Show,” which is filmed at
The Hideout — Stalter
plays a fame-hungry enter-
tainer eager for a spotlight
but perhaps not quite ready
for one. Something like a
more playful, likeable Tony
Clifton. The real Stalter,
who moved to Chicago
from Ohio in 2014 to pur-
sue comedy, is more than
ready for several spotlights,
and any number of micro-
phones (she worked several
throughout the course of
the hourlong show).

“An Evening of Mayhem
with Megan Stalter” is a
surreal alt-comedy experi-
ence. The (very loose) story
follows an egocentric per-
former (Stalter) as she sings
a few ridiculous songs,
banters with the crowd and
tells stories about herself.
But when she starts to take
calls — with both good
news and bad — on stage
from her agent Charcoal
Drawling (played with

absorbing aloofness by
fellow comedian Caleb
Hearon in a pre-recorded
audio and video cameo),
things start to spin out of
control.

There’s commentary on
the madness of seeking
celebrity, the willful deceit
of being a successful per-
former and, as things truly
spiral into madness, the
true cost of fame. The Book
of Mark says “For what
shall it profit a man, if he
shall gain the whole world
and lose his own soul?” The
Book of Megan, essentially,
asks the same thing, but
with more country music
ditties, fake Sonic commer-
cials and staged auditions
for dramatic high school
movies. And in the end,
despite the threat of fire
and brimstone, a little
spilled blood and a seeming
demonic possession, Stalter
makes it clear that she still
wants “fame, fortune, rib-

bons”

“I was really bad for like
three years, truly. I just
thought I was good,” Stalter
said, discussing her start in
comedy before the show. “I
was like, “They don’t get it.
I’'m good. And looking
back, it’s like, ‘No. I was so
bad. But I was delusional”

She took classes at both
Second City and i0 but
never felt she truly fitin at
either (“I got in trouble at
i0 for using so much
blood,” she said). The Hide-
out always felt like the
place where her style of
comedy made sense. “It’s
like if you don’t fit in at
those other places, you
come here and get to do
your own thing or whatev-
er you want to do,” she said.
“I don’t know if it’s because
this is a music venue, but
it’s kind of punk. I've seen
the craziest stuff on this
stage ... they let you do
whatever you want.”

And that seems to be
Stalter’s main comedic
drive: doing whatever she
wants. On Twitter — where,
at the time of this writing,
she has more than 46 thou-
sand followers — she is
known as one of the best at
the increasingly popular
front-facing video format, a
comedic form that is espe-
cially good for showcasing
characters and finds Stalter
posting short videos as
characters like “The girl
who won't stop flirting
with the barista” or “The
mean girl at your church.”

Early on, she tried doing
straight stand-up and never
felt like it suited her. In
contrast, her hilariously
over-confident Twitter
characters feel alive and
fully realized. And working
the pompous, exaggerated
alter ego Megan Stalter
makes her feel comfortable
on stage. “It sounds cheesy,
but once 'm in this crazy

character, nothing can go
wrong because everything’s
gonna go wrong,” she said.
“It doesn’t matter. But with
stand-up I feel like ... they
know exactly what jokes
they’re going to say, and
you have to hit it at exactly
the right ... ” Here she trails
off. “And I can’t. I can’t do
anything the same way
twice”

And that quality is what
makes Stalter such a joy to
watch. In “An Evening of
Mayhem,” there are times
when the mayhem feels
controlled and manageable,
but there are just as many
moments where it truly
feels like anything could
happen. In some ways, her
career feels that way too;
we’ll just have to see what
happens next.

Zach Freeman is a freelance
critic.

ct-arts@chicago
tribune.com
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Picard
Continued from Page 1

ful and if we just learn to
agree, all our problems will
go away,” he explained. “It
takes work. It takes effort.”

So, too, does keeping
alive a venerable science-
fiction franchise like “Star
Trek,;” which has been in
the public consciousness
for nearly 54 years. What
began in 1966 with a little-
seen television series that
was often didactic and
deliberately paced has
endured as a cultural insti-
tution, even as its fortunes
have risen and fallen over
the years. Its humble begin-
nings gave rise to a vibrant
and dedicated fan base,
multiple TV spinoffs and a
film franchise that has
expanded and contracted
many times over.

“Star Trek” is also trying
to rediscover its place in a
universe it effectively in-
vented. It helped bring
genre entertainment into
the mainstream and gave its
fans a voice in the conver-
sation about what it should
be and where it should go.
But it has been eclipsed by
its successors — from long-
time rivals like “Star Wars”
to more recent competitors
like the Marvel movies —
and is striving to stay rele-
vant.

Now a new era of seri-
alized narratives and
streaming content has
provided “Star Trek” with
that opportunity. On
Thursday, the first episode
of “Picard,” a series that
revisits Stewart’s intrepid
Starfleet captain from “Star
Trek: The Next Genera-
tion,” will be released on
CBS All Access, the net-
work’s streaming service.
There, the show joins “Star
Trek: Discovery,” whose
third season begins later
this year. This is an expan-
sive period for “Star Trek,”
with at least three more
new series in the works,
and also a potentially peril-
ous one: There’s no telling
yet whether audiences will
have an appetite for all of
these new shows.

But at a time when enter-
tainment franchises have
become the lifeblood of
media conglomerates, “Star
Trek” — by no means the
hippest or flashiest of these
pop-cultural juggernauts —
journeys on. And the peo-
ple in charge of the proper-
ty believe it still has plenty
of longevity, as well as
pliability and potential for
further growth, if they stay
true to its idiosyncratic
values.

“If you feel that each
piece is handcrafted with
care, then I think people
really appreciate it,” said
Alex Kurtzman, an execu-
tive producer of the many
new “Star Trek” series. “If
you feel like a universe is
being shoved down your
throat for speed and dol-
lars, there’s no faster way to
lose an audience.”

A few years ago, at a time
when Kurtzman was en-
countering professional
challenges — he had split
with his longtime creative
partner, Roberto Orci, and
an update of “The
Mummy” that he directed
had foundered at the box
office — he was approached
by CBS to help create a new
“Star Trek” TV series.

“Star Trek” was similarly
in need of navigational aid.
The rebooted film series,
which started with a splash,
had gone dormant after the
muted reception to the
movie “Star Trek Beyond”

in 2016. The franchise had
no TV presence since 2005,
when “Star Trek: Enter-
prise” ran aground.

“We needed each other;,”
Kurtzman said. “ ‘Star Trek’
was at a place where it
needed to be — reinvented
is the wrong word — but
rebirthed, in a way.

“I did not want ‘Star
Trek’ to go down on my
watch,” he added. “That
was something that I knew
I could never live down.”

CBS, too, saw fresh tele-
vision potential for “Star
Trek” as the network en-
tered the crowded market-
place of streaming services,
where the franchise’s name
recognition, along with its
iconography of spaceships,
phaser guns and pointy-
eared extraterrestrials,
could help the subscrip-
tion-based All Access stand
out.

“Discovery,” created by
Kurtzman and Bryan Fuller
(“Hannibal,” “American
Gods”), centered on a
Starfleet officer, Michael
Burnham (played by
Sonequa Martin-Green),
whose earliest adventures
precede the original “Star
Trek” by a few years.

The series faced person-
nel problems, ballooning
costs and production de-
lays, and Fuller left the
show before its launch in
2017. His successors,
Gretchen Berg and Aaron
Harberts, were pushed out
before the debut of Season
2, amid more runaway
budgets and allegations of
an abusive management
style. (Michelle Paradise is
the acting showrunner for
the coming third season.)

CBS All Access said that
“Discovery” is its most-
watched original series,
although it has not released
viewership data. It was
sufficiently heartened by
the show’s performance to
increase its “Star Trek”
output.

“It came less from us
saying, ‘Let’s take over the

world with multiple “Star
Trek” shows, and more
from the fact that these
good ideas started to pop
out of the creative process,”
said Julie McNamara, exe-
cutive vice president of
original content at CBS All
Access.

“Picard” will be the next
show to test the resilience
of the “Star Trek” brand.
This series, which has
already been renewed for a
second season, is perhaps
the biggest swing that the
TV franchise has taken in
years, resting largely on the
popularity of its title char-
acter and the actor who
plays him.

Stewart’s last official
onscreen appearance as
Jean-Luc Picard occurred
in the 2002 film “Star Trek:
Nemesis,” and since then he
had consistently turned
down any overture to re-
turn to the fold.

“It was a chapter — sev-
eral chapters — of my life
and career that had a pow-
erful impact on me, and I
had moved on,” Stewart
said of his “Star Trek” expe-
rience. Having trained as a
stage actor, he said, “You
get used to saying goodbye
to something, knowing the
chances you will ever re-
turn to that world again are
very, very unlikely.”

Despite Stewart’s pro-
fessed reluctance, Kurtz-
man, Chabon and fellow
producers Kirsten Beyer
and Akiva Goldsman ap-
proached him about two
years ago with an idea that
had emerged from their
brainstorming on “Short
Treks,” a current series of
“Star Trek”-theme vi-
gnettes.

The producers had
started to sketch out a story
that would find Picard
many years after his glory
days. A mystery in his life
would draw him back to old
allies and old enemies —
and, eventually, back into
space — while forcing him
to confront the past cir-
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Patrick Stewart 79, said it was appropriate that Jean-Luc Picard should change over time, just as the actor himself has.

cumstances that drove him
out of Starfleet.

At their first meeting,
Stewart said, he told the
producers, “I respect you
all very much. But that
book is closed.” Yet by the
end of their conversation,
Stewart said he was in-
trigued by their vision of a
world — and a protagonist
— changed significantly
since “The Next Genera-
tion.”

Stewart said he appreci-
ated how the story allowed
for “the profound psychol-
ogical differences in the
character, who felt aban-
doned, distrusted and un-
necessary,” rather than
presenting a valiant Picard
who was in command of
every situation he faced.

“Where is he now?” he
asked. “What matters to
him? What control does he
have over his life? Very
little, as it turned out”

Stewart, who is 79, said it
was appropriate that Picard
should change over time,
just as the actor himself
has. “I'm still Patrick inside
this guy, and yes, there are
noticeable differences from
how I was 19 years ago,” he
said.

As “Star Trek” has
evolved over its half-cen-
tury history into a mono-
lithic and omnipresent
institution, it can be easy to
forget its scrappy origins.
The original series, created
by Gene Roddenberry, was
never a ratings hit at the
time of its network broad-
cast, which ran three sea-
sons. But during its sus-
tained syndication run in
the 1970s, it found a wider
fan base — viewers who
were passionate about
keeping it alive and cele-
brating it in whatever set-
tings they could find.

Goldsman, a producer of
several “Trek” shows and
the Academy Award-win-
ning screenwriter of “A
Beautiful Mind,” has been a
“Trek” devotee long
enough to remember at-

tending his first fan con-
vention as a teenager in
1976, when a guest appear-
ance by even one cast mem-
ber — in this case, Walter
Koenig, who originated the
role of the excitable Chekov
— was regarded as a solemn
consecration.

Not everything about the
show has aged well.
“Things that were bold
then, we would find poten-
tially insulting now;” Golds-
man said — like its depic-
tion of female officers who
dressed in miniskirts. But,
he added, “What’s weird
about ‘Star Trek’ is that it
abides”

Central to its mission,
Goldsman said, is an ethos
that Roddenberry helped
cultivate, one that is inher-
ently broad-minded and
representative of human
diversity. “It’s not value-
neutral,” he said. “ ‘Star
Trek’ has always been
upfront about going for-
ward in a good, decent,
inclusive way. That’s always
its answer.”

What has changed sig-
nificantly since the intro-
duction of “Star Trek” is the
degree to which media
companies have grown
reliant on franchises — and
are reluctant to give up on
old properties that might
have any familiarity to
audiences. “Today, any-
thing, apparently, is worth
retrying,” Goldsman said.
Looking down at his lunch,
he observed, “We could
take this plate and reboot
it”

The Marvel movies,
which have grossed billions
of dollars worldwide, have
provided a modern-day
template for franchise
success: Start with fantasy
or science-fiction source
material and create a
shared universe in which
its characters coexist and
cross paths.

“Star Trek” helped set
these cultural and financial
dynamics in motion many
years ago, but its rivals have

surpassed it. Even “Star
Wars,” whose path as a
movie series isn’t immedi-
ately clear following “The
Rise of Skywalker,” is learn-
ing to extend its reach into
streaming shows like the
Disney Plus series “The
Mandalorian.”

Goldsman said he felt
that “Star Wars” was the
only natural franchise
competitor that “Star Trek”
faces, and even then it’s not
a fair fight. “Because I
think ‘Star Wars’ wins,” he
said. “ ‘Star Wars’ has a
much bigger footprint. I
think they coexist beauti-
fully”

Chabon said he was still
nursing old wounds from
the era of “Enterprise,”
which underwent several
changes in its creative
direction during its four-
season run on the low-
rated UPN network. “T had
gotten excited, like, oh, this
sounds cool, and then I felt
burned by that one,” he
said.

Even when “Discovery”
was first announced,
Chabon said, he was doubt-
ful about it, “in that inher-
ently conservative way that
fans are skeptical”

“I was like, ehhh,” he
said. “On the basis of noth-
ing. I didn’tlook at it”

Although Chabon might
not seem like an obvious
candidate for a career in
franchise entertainment,
he said that after he turned
50, he told himself, “I'm
going to start saying yes to
things that I probably
would have said no to in
the past” (That included a
project where he helped
Goldsman create a shared
media universe for forgot-
ten toys like Micronauts
and Rom the Spaceknight.)

The pleasure of working
on “Star Trek,” Chabon
said, lies in the push-and-
pull of honoring its com-
plex internal history while
trying to innovate and add
to that canon. “You can let
your imagination run wild,
and yet, you’re trying to
hook onto previously exist-
ing stuff in a way that feels
consistent and coherent;”
he said.

If “Star Trek” ever
reaches a point of “super-
saturation,” Goldsman said,
then people will turn it off.
“And then it will do what
‘Star Trek’ does, which is,
it’ll go away;” he said. “And
hopefully it’ll come back
again.”

It also remains to be seen
how the “Star Trek” TV
team will cooperate with
the franchise’s film opera-
tions, which were resusci-
tated this past November
when Paramount chose
Noah Hawley, creator of
TV’s “Fargo,” to write and
direct a new “Star Trek”
movie. (The movie and TV
units became siblings again
when Viacom, Paramount’s
parent company, merged
with CBS last year.)

Kurtzman said that there
had not been “any real
conversations” between
the “Star Trek” movie and
TV hemispheres for nearly
a decade, adding: “The
ink’s not quite dry on the
merger, so it’ll take a bit of
time for the integration of
the two companies to bear
fruit. Time will tell. I think
a shared universe could be
great for ‘Star Trek.”

Not even the makers of
“Star Trek” know exactly
what the future holds. But
Martin-Green expressed
confidence that, whatever
shape or form the series
takes, there will always be a
place for the imaginative
parables that it has helped
pioneer.



4 Chicago Tribune | Arts+Entertainment | Section 4 | Monday, January 20, 2020

COMMENTARY

Changing
the narrative

Why viewers of “The Crown’ could see
Prince Harry and Meghan’s exit coming

BY KARLA PETERSON
The San Diego Union-Tribune

“Uneasy lies the head
that wears a crown.” You
know this already if you are
areader of William Shake-
speare, who slips this co-
gent observation into
“Henry IV, Part I” in which
he explores the challenges
facing both the man at the
top of the royal food chain
and the son who is next in
line for the throne.

You also know this if you
are a viewer of “The
Crown,” Netflix’s ongoing
dramatic series chronicling
the risks and rewards of
being on the throne and the
lifetime balancing act that
comes with being throne-
adjacent. Now in its third
season, the series from
creator Peter Morgan fo-
cuses on the reign of Eng-
land’s Queen Elizabeth IT
(still on the throne at the
age of 93) and the very long
shadow her position casts
over every member of her
family tree. Including the
modern-day apples who
are doing their best to fall
as far away from that old
tree as possible.

That would be the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex,
better known to most of us
as Prince Harry and his
American-born wife, ac-
tress Meghan Markle. Or as
they are now known in the
UK., the architects behind
the national outrage known
as “Megxit.”

Less than two years after
their star-studded, gospel-
fueled royal wedding,
Prince Harry and Meghan
announced last week that
they are “stepping back” as
senior members of the
royal family. They plan to
split their time between the
United Kingdom and North
America and work to be-

come financially independ-
ent, while also honoring
their “duty to The Queen,
the Commonwealth, and
our patronages.”

Judging by the headlines,
the couple’s desire to re-
shape their royal duties to
fit their actual lives came as
quite a shock to the mem-
bers of the U.K. media, who
were apparently too busy
giving Meghan grief for
every move she makes and
every fashion/parenting/
lifestyle step she takes to
watch “The Crown.” Be-
cause if they were watching
“The Crown,” they might
have seen this plot twist
coming,

From the beginning,
“The Crown” has portrayed
Queen Elizabeth, her hus-
band, Prince Philip, and the
other members of the royal
family as dutiful fish
trapped in a large, public
fishbowl. With the possible
exception of the flamboy-
ant (and therefore totally
unsuitable) Princess Mar-
garet, the members of the
royal family never seem at
home in their roles. And
who can blame them? No
one seems to know what,
exactly, the jobs of the royal
family should entail, but
everyone is happy to point
out when those jobs are
being done wrong.

True, “The Crown” is not
a documentary. But while
Morgan and his writers
play with timelines and
invent plenty of fictional
dialogue, the characters’
emotional lives spring
logically from the history
that we do know. And one
of the things we do know is
that the uneasiness starts at
the top.

Queen Elizabeth II be-
came queen at the young
age of 25, after the sudden
death of her father, King

DES WILLIE/NETFLIX

Marion Bailey portrays the Queen Mother, left, and Helena Bonham Carter plays Princess Margaret in the third season
of “The Crown,” which stars Oscar-winning actress Olivia Colman as Queen Elizabeth Il.
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The Duke and Duchess of Sussex, who are stepping back
from their royal duties, show their baby son, Archie.

George VI. And he had only
become king under duress,
when his older brother,
King Edward VIII, gave up
the crown to marry Ameri-
can divorcee Wallis Simp-
son. Elizabeth inherited a
legacy of reluctance, and
the first two seasons of
“The Crown” (with Claire
Foy as Elizabeth) show a
young woman trying to
assume a role that requires
intellectual prowess and
emotional reserves that she
might not have. She never

wanted this job, and now
she’s afraid she can’t do it.
Meanwhile, the restless
and ambitious Prince Philip
(Matt Smith) chafes under
the rules and protocol that
keep him in a supporting
role to his wife, regardless
of the setting. And Princess
Margaret (Vanessa Kirby)
— whose role is even more
supporting and more ill-
defined than Philip’s —
ends up spinning her
wheels and generating
controversy for her attrac-

tion to unsuitable men and
love of parties.

The going gets tougher
in the third season, which
debuted in November. In
the swinging, unstable
1960s, with the Labour
Party back in power, a
monarchy seems increas-
ingly beside the point. In
one of this season’s best
episodes, Queen Elizabeth
(now played by the Oscar-
winning Olivia Colman)
goes off on a globetrotting
tour of racehorse breeding
facilities, where she pon-
ders her dream life as a
horse-breeder. In the
meantime, a group of right-
wing conspirators is plot-
ting to overthrow Prime
Minister Harold Wilson’s
government, until the
queen is called upon to
intervene.

As a member of the royal
family, you are beside the
point, until you aren’t. And
woe to the kingdom if you
make a wrong move.

It’s an impossible posi-
tion to be in, regardless of
the many creature com-
forts and perks that come
with the territory. So it is
no surprise that the Duke

and Duchess of Sussex —
the prince whose service
with the British Army
included two tours of Af-
ghanistan and the outspo-
ken biracial American
actress — came to the con-
clusion that the royal life
they inherited from multi-
ple generations of uneasy
rulers is not for them.

It certainly didn’t help
that Meghan has been the
subject of racial slurs and
media bullying from the
moment she was on the
royal watchers’ radar. But
even if the Duchess of
Sussex had been treated
with the same respect
extended to Prince
William’s wife, Kate
Middleton, the Duchess of
Cambridge, it’s clear that
this unconventional couple
weren’t being served by
that same old story. Morgan
and “The Crown” are still
many seasons away from
this part of the royal saga,
but Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle are more
than capable of changing
the narrative on their own.

Throwing away that
hand-me-down script was
a great way to start.

Friday. “This is more of a
celebratory process than a
destructive process. It’s a
way to bring the building
down to a tangible scale.”

To be sure, many obser-
vations about the Helmut
Jahn-designed building,
perhaps even a majority,
are bound to be negative.
But that’s not deterring the
preservationists — archi-
tectural historian Eliza-
beth Blasius, architectural
writer A.J. LaTrace and
School of the Art Institute
associate professor Jona-
than Solomon.

The three, who call
themselves the James R.
Thompson Center Histori-
cal Society, first came to
public attention when they
formed the group last fall.
Since then, they have been
giving public tours that
emphasize the center’s
architectural merits, espe-
cially its soaring atrium.

It’s a “postmodern peo-
ple’s palace,” Blasius said.

Their work assumed
fresh urgency in December
when state officials indi-
cated they are preparing to
ask developers to submit
plans to redevelop the
center. While the officials
have indicated no prefer-
ence for whether a new
Oowner preserves or tears
down the 1.2 million-
square-foot structure,
demolition remains a pos-
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Architect Helmut Jahn’s Thompson Center opened in 1985 with a $172 million price tag.
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sibility. The state wants to
be under contract with a
buyer by the end of this
year.

Like the center, whose
future remains uncertain,
pinatas are “fragile and
delicate,” Solomon said.
“And they are, quite litera-
lly, punching bags”’

When the 17-story cen-
ter made its 1985 debut as
the State of Illinois Build-
ing, its $172 million price
tag was more than double
the original estimate. An
inadequate air condition-
ing system was no match
for heat spikes caused by
sunlight pouring through
the building’s ample glass.
Tawdry colors like salmon
and robin’s egg blue cheap-
ened the exterior walls — a
slap at the dignity of the
City Hall-County Building
across Randolph Street
from the center.

The building, which was
renamed for former four-
term governor James R.
Thompson in 1992, has
never lived down those
problems, even though
some have been corrected
and the center’s interior,
particularly its basement
food court, is heavily used
by the public. State officials
have made the building’s
condition worse by failing
to perform routine mainte-
nance.

The heart of the planned
exhibition, the pifiata,
measures 30 inches tall by
24 inches wide by 36 inch-
es long, and is made of a
cardboard composite ma-

terial, papier-mache and
tissue paper. The design
conveys the exterior’s
tiered curving glass as well
as its truncated dome,
which, Lombardo said, is
made of “cardboard cov-
ered in silver wrapping
paper that I got on sale at
CVS after the holidays.”
Despite the whimsy of
the exhibition display, the
preservationists are deadly
serious about saving the
Thompson Center.
Aiming to make the
building a protected city
landmark, they plan to
speak about the center
Wednesday during a public
meeting of the Commis-
sion on Chicago Land-
marks. And working with
local groups like Land-
marks Illinois and Preser-
vation Chicago, they plan
to submit nominating
papers by the end of
March to get the building
listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
The exhibition, titled
“What is the Thompson
Center,” will be on view at
a small gallery, Space pl],
along the downtown Ped-
way. The gallery can be
found in the Pedway level
of the Heritage at Millen-
nium Park, 130 N. Garland
Ct,, just south of Randolph
Street. It will appear
through Friday morning.

Blair Kamin is a Tribune
critic.

bkamin@chicago
tribune.com

Twitter @BlairKamin

IN PERFORMANCE ‘The Gulf’ x%

Southern women fish for
happiness at About Face

BY CHRIS JONES

In Audrey Cefaly’s “The
Gulf;” the new play at
About Face Theatre, it’s a
hot, steamy night deep in
the Alabama Delta. Two
local women are trolling
for redfish in the wetlands.

As they wait for bites
from their little boat, Betty
(Deanna Myers) and
Kendra (Kelli Simpkins)
dissect the problems of
their six-year romantic
relationship. Betty is a
positive and ambitious
personality with hopes of
getting out of their rural
environment; she’s a bit of
a control freak, in a
charming way. Kendra is
laconic and less emotion-
ally available, constantly
craving peace and quiet
contentment, and thus, in
Betty’s eyes, willing to
settle.

Metaphors abound: The
flaky motor on their boat
mirrors the realization
that their relationship is
stuck in the mud. During
the production, directed
by Megan Carney, the
craft turns in a big circle,
even as the conversation
unspools and the women
come to see that they can’t
do much to change each
other. (Which is, of course,
a truth about marriage and
other relationships that
you tend to come to later
in life).

So, at this juncture,
Cefaly has two interesting,
contrasting characters, a
deft turn of phrase, and an
isolating situation that
throws the women to-
gether.

What she does not have
is anything interesting
happening in real time.

For the first few min-
utes of the piece, you wait
in vain for some kind of
dramatic incident —
something that can spark
excitement or rapid
change or surprise. Maybe
a third character. A sud-
den storm. A thunderbolt.

MICHAEL BROSILOW

Betty (Deanna Myers) and Kendra (Kelli Simpkins) dissect
the problems in their six-year relationship in “The Gulf”

When: Through Feb. 15

Where: Theater Wit,
1229 W. Belmont Ave.

Running time: 1 hour,
30 mins.

Tickets: $15-32 at
773-975-8150 or
www.theaterwit.org

A confession. A narrative
revelation. Anything,
really, to make the show
less soporific. That some-
thing never comes.

For sure, subtle charac-
ter studies and probings of
relationships can be effec-
tive theater. But they are
very hard to write, espe-
cially when the metaphor
in hand is so circuitous.
The American theater is
short on plays about
lower-middle-class char-
acters, especially lesbian
characters, living in the
rural South and, for the
record, this author can
write rich dialog and,
furthermore, both of these
performers are skilled and

accomplished artists. And
the sculpted environment,
designed by Joe Scher-
moly, is a very cool piece of
design.

But despite these clear
attempts at immersion, the
show lacks pace and its
overly chilly trajectory
never feels organic. The
conversational conflict
comes in fits and starts
that feel mostly arbitrary
and tentatively connected,;
there is no clear variance
in tone. You don’t really
believe the women have
huge emotional stakes in
each other’s happiness,
even in the steamier
scenes, and there is no
other palpable source of
dramatic tension.

Inevitably, then, a fur-
ther gulf opens up be-
tween the characters and
the audience, even though
we’re all fishing for con-
nection.

Chris Jones is a Tribune
critic.

cjones5@
chicagotribune.com



Chicago Tribune | Arts+Entertainment | Section 4 | Monday, January 20, 2020

5

WATCH THIS: MONDAY

-] “Home Town” (8 p.m., 11

; p-m., HGTV): The Season 4
premiere sees Hollywood
come to Mississippi as an
actor and his wife, who have
fallen in love with the small-
town charm, want to make an
investment in their new com-
munity. The couple asks Erin
and Ben Napier to help them
find a historical home with
“good bones” that could use
a colorful makeover — on an
“all-in” budget of $75,000.

Erin and Ben Napier

“Hidden Figures” (6 p.m., 9 p.m., FX): One of the biggest sleeper hits of 2016,
this biographical drama resonated profoundly for many moviegoers with its ac-
count of how NASA mathematicians Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan and
Mary Jackson (Taraji P. Henson, Octavia Spencer, Janelle Monae) managed to
cross gender and race lines in 1961 to help launch astronaut John Glenn into outer
space.

«“All American” (7 p.m., CW): Aware that Dillon (Jalyn Hall) is upset that he
hasn’t been around more, Spencer (Daniel Ezra) tries to make amends by helping
him sell tickets for Coop’s (Bre-Z) show, only to wind up facing the police in the
new episode “One of Them Nights.” Meanwhile, Coop is shaken by a confronta-
tion with Tyrone (guest star Demetrius Shipp Jr.), although she knows Preach
(guest star Kareem J. Grimes) has her back.

“Bob Hearts Abishola” (7:30 p.m., CBS): Bob (Billy Gardell) seriously ruffles
Abishola’s (Folake Olowofoyeku) feathers when he offers her some decidedly un-
welcome advice about how to parent her “unhappy son” in a new episode called
“The Canadians of Africa.” Tony Tambi, Kimberly Scott and Bayo Akinfemi guest
star; Matt Jones, Maribeth Monroe and Vernee Watson also star.

“Amazing Winter Romance” (8 p.m., Hallmark): Julia (Jessy Schram), noted as a
writer of inspirational pieces, is in a professional slump, so her boss sends her back
to her hometown to write about the charm of small towns, hoping the upbeat topic
will help rekindle Julia’s creative mojo. She does, in fact, quickly find inspiration
back among familiar faces.

“Spy Games” (9 p.m., 11:31 p.m., Bravo): Mia Kang hosts this decidedly offbeat
reality competition series that’s inspired by an actual World War II espionage
program named Station S. In this game version, 10 contestants share quarters on a
compound, where former intelligence professionals train them in spycraft, which
they then use to spy and gather intel on their rivals and other targets. The ultimate
winner takes home a $100,000 jackpot.

TALK SHOWS
“Conan” (10 p.m. 11:30 p.m., TBS): Actor Josh Gad.*

“The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon” (10:34 p.m., NBC): Actor Ken
Jeong; model Kate Upton; Old Dominion performs.*

“The Late Show With Stephen Colbert” (10:35 p.m., CBS): The comic inter-
views guests and introduces musical performances.*

“Jimmy Kimmel Live!” (10:35 p.m., ABC): Celebrity guests and comedy skits.*

* Subject to change

Hey, TV lovers: Looking for detailed show listings? TV Weekly is an ideal companion.

To subscribe, go to www.tvweekly.com or call 1-877-580-4159
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LIFE The Holiday (PG-13,'06) xx Cameron Diaz, Kate Winslet. € Nanny »
MSNBC | All In With (N) Rachel Maddow Show (N) |The Last Word (N) 11th Hour (N)
MTV Ridiculous. [Ridiculous. [Ridiculous. [Ridiculous. |Ridiculous. [Ridiculous. [Ridiculous.»
NBCSCH |Bulls (N) Poker Night |NBA Basketball: Chicago Bulls at Milwaukee Bucks.
NICK SpongeBob SquarePants |Friends@  |Friends@  |Friends@  [Friends@  [Friends #
OVATION | ¢ (6) Mommie Dearest (PG,’81) x* Faye Dunaway.€ |Along Came a Spider (R,’01) ** »
OWN Dateline on OWN € Dateline on OWN € Dateline on OWN € Dateline »
(1) 4 NCIS: “House Rules.” NCIS: “Check.” € NCIS: “The Enemy Within.” [NCIS »
PARMT ¢ Indiana Jones Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (PG-13,’89) * * * € #
SYFY 4 (4:57) Bad Boys Il (R) ** [Hancock (PG-13,’08) x*x Will Smith. ¢ Futurama »
TBS Family Guy \Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy |Amer.Dad \Amer. Dad |Conan (N)
TCM Nothing But a Man (NR,’64) *x Ivan Dixon. Edge of the City (NR,’57) **x* € »
TLC 90 Day Fiance: Watch Party (N) 90 Day Fiancé: “Blindsided.” »
TLN Supernatural IMPACT [Prayer & Praise Robison [Billy Graham [Humanit »
TNT « NBA Basketball (N Subject to Blackout) NBA Basketball (N Subject to Blackout) »
TOON Amer.Dad  [Amer.Dad [Burgers [Burgers Family Guy [Family Guy [Boondocks
TRAV Unexplained: Caught on Camera (N) € Beyond the Unknown (N) |Unknown »
TVL Raymond [Raymond  [Raymond  [Raymond  |King [King King
USA WWE Monday Night RAW (N) (Live) € »
VH1 Love & Hip Hop (N) € Love & Hip Hop Miami (N) |Love & Hip Hop € Hip Hop »
WE Criminal Minds € (7:57) Criminal Minds (8:54) Criminal Minds Criminal »
WGN America|Last Man \Last Man Last Man \Last Man Carter (Season Premiere) (N) €|Last Man
HBO 4 The Day After Tomorrow [The New Pope (N) € The Outsider ¢ Pope »
= HBO2 4 (6:57) The New Pope Green Lantern (PG-13,’11) x* Ryan Reynolds. Favourite »
= MAX Halloween (R,’18) x *x Jamie Lee Curtis. € \(8:50) Halloween Il (R,’81) x %
E SHO Shameless © God \The L Word (9:45) Ray Donovan »
& STARZ | (7:01) Power € (8:02) Emanuel (NR,19) € (9:24) Power €
STZENC |Reservoir Dogs (R,'92) * xx © \(8:42) Pulp Fiction (R,’94) x x x % John Travolta. € »
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Take on a professional challenge this month, with the sun in \
Aquarius. Advance your position. Your status and influence

rise. Baby Blues By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott (Baby Blues is on vacation until Jan. 27. Please enjoy this strip from 2016.)
Gemini (May 21-June 20): 8. You're eager to leap boundaries,

Horoscopes Dilbert By Scott Adams
Today’s birthday (Jan. 20): Benefits arise WE BOUGHT A il rFor use GOOD £l IT'STOO YOU SOUND
sl this year through community connections. START—UP THAT MAKES| | % BY THE IDEA. I Z| DANGER— JUST LIKE
o ? Disciplined planning and organization pro- AUTONOMOUS DRONES | |E] MILITARY? HADNT |#] OUS FOR MY NEIGH—
\. duce results. Winter inspiration shifts long- ARMED WITH MACHINE 3 ’ THOUGHT ; PRIVATE BOR WHEN
term plans before an obstacle impacts your GUNS. © OF THAT g USE. HE STILL
work and health. Resolve a group challenge ” . K HAD A
next summer before your energy and vitality surges. E :s,; GAZERO.
Aries (March 21-April 19): Today is an 8. Take a trip with 2 3
someone fun. Team projects get farther this month, with the e g
sun in Aquarius. Enjoy social life and make new connections. g
Taurus (April 20-May 20): 9. Profitable opportunities arise. q

push limitations and discover. Conditions are favorable, so go! TQIA-\(ED ‘\é\ug (‘I/\A%%EE %ﬁ(ﬁ%‘&é ng %H&NEDY%%%O <
Travel and studies beckon this month under the Aquarius sun. ! 2
o . ; HAVE TO PRIVE TUINE ABOUT CHIPS ALL DAN? P
Cancer (June 21-July 22): 8. Maintain healthy routines. Discuss MY ACTIONS,
long-term goals and plans. Strengthen family finances, with the IF THATS WUAT
sun in Aquarius. Sort, file and organize over the next month. IT TAKES FOR ME
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 8. Romance is distinctly possible. Col- TO LEARN A LESSON.

laborate, compromise and negotiate win-win deals. Partner-
ship multiplies your efforts this month under the Aquarius sun.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 7. Home recharges you. Grow your
physical work, health and energy, with the sun in Aquarius
this month. Raise your performance level with practice.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 9. Enter a highly creative period.
You’re lucky in love this month, with the Aquarius sun. Enjoy
diversions with friends and family. Cook up some romance.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 7. Recharge for later financial
productivity. Focus on home and family this month, with the
sun in Aquarius. Comfortable surroundings nurture your
creativity. Make improvements.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 9. You feel a logical shift. You
retain information especially well over the next month, with
the sun in Aquarius. Learn and retain complex material.
Your communications thrive, and words come easily.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 8. Generate a positive financial
balance. Money comes more easily with the sun in Aquarius.
Take advantage of lucrative conditions.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 9. Friends can help. Go for a
personal win. Enjoy an advantage this month with the sun in
your sign. Use your power and talent for good.

Litpoman 3 Ko7

&7016, BABY BUES PARIVERSHIP DT, BY KING FEATYAES S ADILATE /20

OUT OF CHIFS. MY DRONE!

ITepe, WE'RE”) HEY/ THATE

zitscomics.com

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 8. Take care of business. Savor Mr. Boffo By Joe Martin

peaceful productivity, with the Aquarian sun. Enjoy solitude

and introspection. Restore energies through rest, nature, ' oM Om?o W AND EEANKLY, T MEVER
beauty and meditation. NaT ALONE CAME IND SAW 1T COMINE

— Nancy Black, Tribune Content Agency AW Ry

The Argyle Sweater By Scott Hilburn

HEY, LooK, eEVERYoNE - JoSH WEeARS
A CLIP-ON' HA HA!

1«20 20
ANIMATIONS/ARCHIVES at MRBOFFO.COM

-ty
4 2020.JoeMartin Dist. ByNeatlyChiseledFeatures S

Frazz By Jef Mallett

1 KNOW A GUY EXCEPT FOR | |15 THERE A W LET'S GRAB A
WHO DOESN'T EAT BACON. WORD FOR N THESAURUS AND
ANY MEAT.. THAT? : START WiTH

“EENIUS M

©2020 Jef MalettD stributed! by Andrews McMeel Sycization

{20

Bliss By Harry Bliss

IF T COULD
ORDER 1OU TO
SEND ME FLOWERS,
WOULP «ou

[ ACTUALLY, 48
B [ T'5 KINDA NICE

[ BEING STUCK g
UP HERE. pnadi¥

0

WW.SNOOPY.COM

Pickles By Brian Crane

WHY ARE You WEAR- IN MY MIND, 1M THATS KIND LETIS GO ULPSTREAM,
ING YOUR FIBHING FISHING FOR SALMON OF SILLY, ROSCOE. THERE'S A
HATIN THE HousE, ON THE BANK OF A ISN'T(T? GRIZZLY BEAR HERE

BEAUTIFUL RIVER, SCARING
\TT_—/ THE ErsH
‘ ANAY

e

(77

e, dist. by Washington Post Writcrs Gioup

Bridge

Here are the answers to the weekly quiz:

2020 Brian Cran

Q.1—Neither vulnerable, as South, you hold:
4106 Y AQ3410 % J1087432

Partner opens 1C and right-hand opponent bids 2D, pre- DON'T LET (T END! SEEING HER IN THE SHE HAS S0 MANY ADMIRERS,

emptive. What call would you make? Fuﬂ—leﬁg, /VMVEch/&IézEHAVE 126‘75!963137%02%456—?4 BUT ALL WE NEED IS JUST A
. . ‘ LITTLE TIME TOGETHER.

A.1—Get it up there fast, before the opponents can share any HER, BUT HowZ A £ TIME TOGETHE

more information. Bid 5C.

Q.2—North-South vulnerable, as South, you hold:
A38¥QJ986495 % AKQI102
South West North East

!
A
S

1v Pass 2¢ Pass 4] A,

? , ‘ >
What call would you make? (

A.2—Bidding 3C, or “breaking the three level”, requires a little / .

" /
e\\VEM\
Q.3—East-West vulnerable, as South, you hold:

AAQ5YJO734 AJO3 S AQ )

Partner opens 1H and right-hand opponent passes. What call SHE \SZ/RE HA S H/M c&p //V\ C OM IN
would you make? I

A.3—Should you and partner play that 2NT shows a WEZ— L TRA //VED e
game-forcing heart raise, then that’s the bid. Without that

agreement, start with 2D.

Q.4—Both vulnerable, as South, you hold:

AQJI0OVYK524)10872Hd 87

Partner opens 1D and right-hand opponent makes a takeout > >

double. What call would you make?

A.4—3D would be pre-emptive and the hand is too strong for ~=z
that. Bid 2D, and be prepared to compete to the three level if
necessary.

extra and this hand doesn’t have it. Bid 2H. It’s OK to rebid a
five-card suit in this situation.

© 2020 Tribung Content Agency, LLC

OSBUN 1-20 All'Rights Reserved

Prickly City By Scott Stantis

— Bob Jones
tcaeditors@tribpub.com

WE COULD
SURE Ust
HIM NOW.

Want more comics?

Go to chicagotribune.com/comics
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Dustin By Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

PO YOU HAVE IT

WHY
A FITBIT ON

YOUR PESK?

WORKING.

STOPPED I'M CALLING

IT "PUSTIN.

www.facebook.com/dustincomic

Sudoku EI2[3[4]

1720

I ACTUALLY
LIKE IT
BETTER NOW.

2

8

9

o))

—

£ AROW!

OK £LASS-WHATS TRE. Geoop!-ANDTRE CAPITAL | § ELIZRABETH, TAOSE ANSWERS ]
%HKP?THLOF sant\srl OF LBER’PTH - gﬁggggm%ﬁ/m@ - AT LEDH%;_\;_ ™ 5 6
OLUMBIA = ELIZA ; g INTO 1- GO0
‘ BE 5 BOMBRED THREE QUIZZES IN SOMETHING-

N
RYUTT

A 20
WHEN THE POLITICIAN WAS

: 4 819 5
3 2
5 2 4
s % 7l9l4]2|3l6ls|5]1 Complete the grid
& g so each row, column
5 g L ) 513161811/ 7/2]9]4] g 3-by-3box in
J 8/2|1|5]/4/9|7/3/6] boldborders contains
Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall 3l1|9|7/8l4l6l2]|5 every digit1to 9.
THE FRONT WALK NEEDS OR..WE CAN WAIT FOR THE SUN | [ BOY, SHE HAS NO PATIENCE 4/5|219/6|1|3|8|7 ,
T (SHOVELING )i . § WHATSOEVER!! sl718l3l2 514194 Saturday’s
TN z 1T . solutions
) R4 % @) - 9|8|7|4|5/3)|1]|6/|2 By The Mepham Group
3 7P 1]4]3]|6]9]2]|5|7|8| ©2020.Distributed by
o 2[6]5[1]7 8[914]38] [ Anmgnersenen”
2 £ ¢ >
ET % 2 ///////‘/7//\ A Jumble
N 5 "—u& s ] Unscramble the four Jumbles, one letter per square, to
8120 H & /,/fmwk form four words. Then arrange the circled letters to form
° the surprise answer, as suggested by this cartoon.
Héagar the Horrible By Chris Browne
b1 R -\
[[ean rmes XONTI | 5f | sesrmssn 522
é m m 3 ] [sii! Just when [
WORSE 7F ) W IR
2 3
£ g
E GALEE 5 | do this to
g Y Y 2l
2 N A S N
: DMTOEH |
= Y Y Y g
8

Drdn’t we JuS+ have one

LasT WeEk!?!

Answer:

V‘V
A AN

[-20 000 et
U_9H! Ar\O"'HeR MONdAY? Answer here

N N g

AN /]

SCARF

N~ N N
(X ] oF
Saturday’s answers

Jumbles: AROMA
For Ringo, replacing Pete Best as the Beatles’

DECEIT

113 V‘ V‘ V‘ V‘ V‘ V‘ 35
A AN AN AN AN N A

HUMANE

drummer — MADE HIM A “STARR”

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek. © 2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
All rights reserved.

mutts.com www kingfeatures.com Dowmel! &Y Kio FEATIRES SWOXATE
WuMo By Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler Crossword 1/20
I'll do it! I'm going to erase all of my social Easy now. Place your phone 1 2 3 4 10 11 |12
media profiles! Facebook, Instagram, on the ground and walk slowly
Twitter, everything! — toward me. Nice and slow ... 13 16
I'll do it! Goodbye! s v= ~

FILLMORE

WAKE UP! I HAVE TO TAKE MY SON 7O

WORK TOMORROW ANDP IT'M B
WORRIED THAT HE'S GOING F

PO I GMELL
LEMON TARTS?

70 BE PISAPPOINTED
40
g 44
5 51
. ! . . i 55
Brewster Rockit: Space Guy! By Tim Rickard
' YOURE WATCHING \|E * YEAH, WHEN THE SHOW GETS | § GREAT, NOW WE =0
TV AND YOURE l[=| A LITTLE SLOW | WATCH VIDEOS HAVE DIVERSIONS
ON YOUR PHONE? || & ON TIKTOK. FROM QUR
2 DIVERSIONS. 64
jg’ Across 36 Midmorning WOI:k 11 Funny ﬁve:line verse
z 1Drains of strength time-out, and a hintto 12 More passionate
= ] 5 Hoops player this puzzlefs circles 16 Newspaper leaflet, say
il fc Red 10 Immortal Middle- 40 Santa __ winds 21 Porch pirate, for one
Broom-Hilda By Russell Myers earth dweller 42 Convert (hide) into 23 Rowboat mover
13 Suffix with switch leather 25 Like takeout food
T0 PAY THOSE RIDICULOUS o siown E E E E E P P POPCORN 15 Henry __, whohadsix 44 Roasted holiday birds 30 Southpaw
PRICES ! _ DETECTOR? marriages 47 Clickbait links, e.g. 32 Surrounding glows
KOS:H ? 17GetsanAon,asatest 51 Movie critic, when 34 Decalogue number
\\\\ & Ty 18 Bench __: exercise giving stars 36 Rome’s Puniq Wars foe
g & 19 Red sky at morning, to ~ 52 As \_zve_ll ) 37 Toward sunrise
I L a sailor 54 Religious belief 38 Muse of poetry
i ' © b 20 Long. crosser 55 Hiderts location- 39 Church recess '
H 21 Darjeeling and oolong revealing words 40 On __basis: for testing
= ” » 22 Fire stirrers 57 Japanese wrestling purposes
S 24 Writer Wharton 59 Half a Latin dance 41 Characterized by
. . . 26 “Indubitably!” 60 Put __on: limit subtle distinctions
Trivia Bits Jumble Crossword 28 Hawk’s nest 61 Fashion designer 45 Not turn off
) 29 Shrinks back Emilio 46 Be wrong
Vgﬂuc.h of these 1 O 2 3 CLUE ACROSS ANSWER 31Like astudent arriving 63 Christn'qas' carol 47 Bird on a Froot Loops
buildings resem- 1 Mountai PNAIEL ten minutes after the 64 Toy building block box
bles an Egyptian - viouniainous bell, as opposed to five 65 Sir _ Newton 48 “Sing another one!”
belisk? 5. Employed DRHEI
obelisk? 6 Permit OWLAL 33 “Golly!” 66 Word-of-mouth 49 Warm up, as leftovers
A) Lincoln Me- O Q 7 Euel RLTPEO 34 Greek cross 67 Bear’s shelter 50 Hems and haws
morial 35 0ld PC component 68 Chi}i con _ 53 Grouchy Muppet
B) National Mu- . CLUE DOWN . nswER v sl 69 Moistens 56 Large-scale tale
seum of Afri- ] Saturday’s solution 58 Computer devices
can American 1. Stick. REAHDE clo[ [NJcTH [VIE[s I ATK]A Down bearing little
: 2. Carryin PAGRETO :
History and 5L rying AINIT|EQOlEID| L[PIUISIRIEIX] ] Putty, for example resemblance to their
. Lumpy ORALUDN M[E[s|[sIlP[R]I[M[A]L[ulR[G[E . .
Culture . 4. Masonry ool RLETWO STLIATTITIE]R «[rl17t] 2 Video game area real-life namesakes
C) U.S. Capitol ' FLL[L]ElD ElVIEIS] 3 Written in verse 62 Can. neighbor
) hi p How to play - Complete the crossword puzzle by LINJLIELT TIALR 4 Sailor’s “Help!” 63 “Tt" & 2
D) Washington looking at the clues and unscrambling the answers. RIEIG S OlL atlor's “tiep: 3 “It’s _ or never
Monument When the puzzleh i5 corFF;Icite, unscram}lﬂe HEE L 5 Flowing garb for
the circled letters to solve
Saturday’s an- 1-20-20 CLUE: This company was founded as the the BONUS.  WREIE el s 6ga"cimaln t
swer: The Latin Upton Machine Company in 1911. NGEIR IREARDER rderly arrangements Want more
phrase “caveat BONUS QQQOOOQQQ s[T[o[R[A[G[E|B]T W'o N[Tlo| / Sextet after the golden l 2
99 T|O[M|A|T|C|C|A|G|E C|A[L[M rin
%?lpz(;rbern‘:ﬂs” . A : HEE BEENER NNEE SUSgNSI‘aIlk puZZ eS¢
Y . 4 ©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC & Hovt Designs. All Rights Reserved. ] By MaryEllen Uthlaut. Edited by Rich 9 Abrasive tOOl Goto chicagotribune
©2020 Leslie Elman. lo0dia4-G) |PMOLL-Q JEINPON-AE 9PE2IOI-(T. 2IMPY-Q) 104394V, HOIlY-YQ PRIH-vG 2uidiy-YLISEIMONY  Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis, ) com/games
Dist. by Creators.com By David L. Hoyt. ©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLc. 10 Brought to mind ]
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CHICAGO WEATHER CENTER

chicagoweathercenter.com | By Tom SkiLLing aAND \WGNE']

"~ TOM@TEN

WGNF]

NEWS AT TEN

MONDAY, JAN. 20

NORMAL HIGH: 310

NORMAL LOW: 16°

RECORD HIGH: 63° (1906)

RECORD LOW: -27° (1985)

Sub-normal temps to ease over coming days

LOCAL FORECAST NATIONAL FORECAST Temperatures across the
s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 505 605 70s 80s metro area dipped to near
- : 0~ & zero Sunday morning,
ey 200 Sur;day’s lowest: marking the lowest area
Lttty TSk spokane s -19° at Ashley, N.D. readings since March, 3.
[ HiGH 40/34 International Falls Th01.1gh the city has yet to
. 54y, = Concald®.c officially record a subzero
23 10 S — AN LT temp, some locations west
40/30 10/5¢ ) _ GreenBay . Albany  * Boston of the Fox River did. It is
. Boise N Minneapolis — 54/5° "~ 7. 7 724/9 4 ©28/15 unlikely that we’ll come
H Coldest air retreats, Rapid City 17/0 Y Y 1 th n
h 42/36 H) . i close to the zero mar
but temps still run nearly . 34726 % Det'%lt F “/B 2fyf‘]‘1f|)° again anytime soon, and
10 degrees below . Nﬁl’,ﬁ 2 RewYork  this could be only the "
normal. Salt Lake City SaE Moies ¢ 4 Pittsburgh 33,21 : : :
Cheyenne Omaha 4/-6 Cleveland » 28/19 time since 1871 that a winter
B Vari : 4 R maha 5 Chlcago %
ariably cloudy with a . 47/28 8/-5 ¢ 23/10 2122 | 5 p has not produced a subzero
chance of flurries in the ® ¢ Indianapolis’ s Wagrgl/régzton /7. readingin the city. Fore-
morning, especially near *San . o 30719 7 - “7 7 caststhrough early Febru-
lake Michigan. Heavier 0 \LasVeghs 53/33 Ransay el ngbc;gis Coulsvilly” =2 -/ /[ aryshownosigns ofama-
snow showers likely SE, 62/45 e 32/20 777/ k7. jorpattern shift that would
and over NW Indiana with LosAngeles © Wichita . e Charlotte ..~ favor an arctic outbreak.
several inches of 67/53 . Albuquerque 38/16  LittleRock  Nashville 41724 7 Not that winter weather
accumulation is possible. % Phoenix | 48/34 o S R '~ will be completely absent.
Id ) 77/55 Oklahoma City o o Atlanta Frid d Fridav nicht
Bl Not as cold. Temps in - I.Di 52/25 Birmingham 40,24 riday and Friday nig
the mid-teens at daybreak aé13 /5§3° 40/23 may feature a weather
rise to the low-mid 20s. . Da/llas. Jackson system that is currently
i 5 “El Paso 57/34 44/26 Orlando .~ A~ ~ forecast to be dynamic
mNW vx./lnds 10, 15 mp_h' 58/41 Houston 62/42 /& 7/ enough to prodﬁe aperiod
M Clearing at night, with 60/39 s o A et thoueh £
light winds. Low temps dip Orleans /i / ’ 0 .]zlve rsln%vv, f}?gn frrrrllalis
to around 8 outlying 51/36 A4 ;’1‘;1 hr(l)lf;li overnemo
suburbs, to 14 city. (Precipitation at 6 a.m. CST) — % tMiami B )
. ) Sunday’s highest: 87° at o 5 T4/54
©0.SNOW~7/ 77 RAIN 44 mi.east of Naples,Fla. |~ ~
TUESDAY, JAN. 21 WEDNESDAY, JAN. 22 THURSDAY, JAN. 23 FRIDAY, JAN. 24 SATURDAY, JAN. 25 SUNDAY, JAN. 26
AR
s Lo s
L 0 o0 Losadbuid
| HiGH low | | [ HGH low | | [ HGH oW | | [ HGH ow || [ HGH LoW | HiGH LOW

27 19

Polar high pressure brings
abundant sun and light
winds. Temps climb to the
mid-upper 20s as winds
turn SW 10-15 mph. Not as
cold overnight. Temps dip to
teens early. then steady or

:Be

//"’ <
57 @

@ Chlcago

b
/ “

NOTE: Predicted high/low temps on TiBune wi

ASK TOM

Dear Tom,

How common is it for
the temperature in January
to never rise above freezing
for the entire month?

Thanks,

Andy Porento

Dear Andy,

It is extremely rare.
Chicago climatologist,
Frank Wachowski, re-
ported that dating back to
1871, January 1977 is the
only month where the
mercury failed to reach
the freezing mark, the
highest reading for the
month, just 30 degrees on
the 24™, That month,
comprised the major part
of arecord 43-day below
freezing stretch that ex-
tended from Dec. 28-Feb.
8. The only other January
that came close was Janu-
ary, 1918 with just one day
that reached or topped
freezing, Jan. 25, with a
high of 35. That month
also featured two days
with highs of 31, Jan. 5 and
24,

Write to: ASK TOM

2501 W. Bradley Place
Chicago, IL 60618
asktomwhy@wgntv.com
WGN-TV meteorologists Mark
Carroll, Steve Kahn, Richard

Koeneman, Paul Merzlock and
Paul Dailey, plus Bill Snyder,

contribute to this page.

Hear RADIO
Demetrius  AAASINRZL]
Ivory’s

weather updates week-
days 3 to 6 p.m. on WGN-
AM 720 Chicago.

35 30

Filtered morning sun gives
way to thickening clouds.
Windy and milder. Temps
rise above freezing as SW-S
winds increase to 20-30
mph. Patchy light mixed
precip possible overnight.

36 32

Influx of milder air brings
extensive cloudiness and a
chance of light mixed
precipitation. Temps slowly
rise to the mid 30s. S winds
15-20 mph.

Overnight temps hold nearly

, steady around freezing. o
b ' O [9 5 o
/f/?/ Qs N JNo ©

1738 2

v e . 77
eather page are chron oé’ical—the “high” refers,to maximum reading exp//e eﬁ, during day and “lo,

35 32

More vigorous system
approaches from the SW,
spreading steadier wet
snow, possibly mixed with
rain into the area. Temps
again peak in the mid 30s as
E winds increase to 15-20
mph C:§1r1d turn NE late.

X

i 5 . 77 ( .
is the minimum reading éxpected the followin,

//} o~ 2. 5| 7

R SO,
7, P Chitako®
e ey

38 27

Cloudy with a chance of
snow or flurries early. Partial
sun emerges by afternoon
helping temps rise to the
upper 30s. Rather brisk,
with N winds 15-25 mph.
Partial clearing, a little

/ /colder a,LLnight.

@

night.
Weekend surge of Polar air not a sign of pattern change
SATURDAY’S WIND GUSTS SATURDAY A.M. TEMPS FORECAST TEMPERATURE ANOMALIES
Howling west winds sweep  Influx of polar air brings Predicted departures from normal (Jan. 24-29)
polar air across metroarea coldest tempsin10.5months  The winters of 2018-19 MUCHABOVE [T
Peak gusts Sat./Sat. night Low temps Sunday morning and 2019-20 have been ﬁ\ ! MORMA‘l
= 20 similar up to this point  {BoVE
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MIDWEST CITIES OTHER U.S. CITIES WORLD CITIES
MON./TUES. FC HI LO FC HI LO | MON./TUES. FC HI LO FC HI LO | MON./TUES. FC HI LO FC HI LO | MON./TUES. FC HI LO FC HI LO | MONDAY FC HI LO | MONDAY FC HILO
Illinois Abilene pc 57 40 sh 54 43 | Fairbanks pc-12-19 pc-15-17 | PalmBeach cl 71 54 pc 69 43 | Acapulco pc 89 74 | Kingston pc 85 75
Carbondale pc 27 18 su 3521 | Albany su 24 9 pc 27 16 | Fargo pc 2 -4 pc 26 21 | Palm Springs sh 72 51 pc 71 50 | Algiers sh 58 46 | Lima sh 78 70
Champaign pc 26 15 su 31 18 | Albuquerque cl 48 34 sh 43 34 | Flagstaff sh 46 29 rs 38 23 | Philadelphia su 33 18 pc 36 21 | Amsterdam cl 46 34 | Lishon pc 54 43
Decatur cl 23 15 su 30 20 | Amarillo pc 55 32 sh 41 34 | FortMyers pc 69 44 su 63 36 | Phoenix sh 77 55 pc 66 49 | Ankara cl 36 24 | London pc 4429
Moline pc 17 2 pc 2519 | Anchorage ss 21 15 ¢l 21 12 | FortSmith  su 46 23 pc 44 31 | Pittsburgh pc 28 19 pc 32 18 | Athens cl 50 43 | Madrid pc 46 39
Peoria pc 22 11 su 29 21 | Asheville su 30 14 pc 33 15 | Fresno sh 59 42 cl 59 44 | Portland, ME pc 26 5 pc 23 9 | Auckland su 76 62 | Manila pc 86 74
Quincy sh 16 7 su 32 25 | Aspen cl 39 24 ss 3624 | GrandJunc. cl 37 26 ss 36 28 | Portland,OR cl 49 42 sh 47 44 | Baghdad su 66 47 | Mexico City sh 61 43
Rockford pc 24 5 pc 2518 | Atlanta su 40 24 pc 43 22 | GreatFalls pc 45 34 pc 47 31 Providence su 29 12 pc 30 15 | Bangkok pc 94 77 | Monterrey  pc 60 47
Springfield ¢l 21 13 su 30 22 | Atlantic City su 35 19 su 37 23 | Harrisburg su 32 17 pc 3519 | Raleigh su 40 22 su 41 25 | Barbados pc 84 77 | Montreal su 10 -1
Sterling pc 21 3 pc 2518 | Austin su 61 41 cl 60 43 | Hartford su 29 14 pc 32 16 | RapidCity su 34 26 pc 48 29 | Barcelona m 49 47 | Moscow sh 36 32
Indiana Baltimore su 33 22 su 37 25 | Helena cl 39 26 pc 43 27 | Reno sh 51 34 pc 51 37 | Beijing pc 39 20 | Munich cl 37 25
Bloomington pc 31 18 su 35 19 Billings pc 40 30 pc 47 32 | Honolulu pc 80 68 pc 80 66 | Richmond  su 39 20 su 38 22 | Beirut rn 58 49 | Nairobi pc 82 61
Evansvillge pc 58 20 su 35 20 Birmingham pc 40 23 su 44 22 | Houston su 60 39 pc 57 45 | Rochester  pc 20 15 pc 28 22 | Berlin pc 39 31 | Nassau sh 77 67
Fort Wayne pc 28 17 pc 33 20 Bismarck su 10 5 sh 3519 | Int'lFalls pc 15 4 pc 2519 | Sacramento sh 56 43 sh 53 47 | Bermuda ts 70 60 | New Delhi pc 63 48
Indiansnolis be 50 19 be 31 19 | Boise sh 42 36 sh 4331 | Jackson Su 44 26 su 4427 | Salem,Ore. cl 52 43 sh 48 44 | Bogota sh 68 51 | Oslo pc 43 40
Lafa et?e pc 29 16 [s]u 3419 Boston su 28 15 pc 27 19 | Jacksonville pc 54 37 pc 50 36 | SaltLake City sh 40 34 cl 43 36 | Brussels cl 40 28 | Ottawa su 11 -4
Sout¥1 Bend pc 56 20 pc 31 20 Brownsville pc 67 53 ¢l 70 62 | Juneau sn 35 31 ss 37 32 | SanAntonio su 61 39 cl 61 48 | Bucharest c 39 23 | Panama City pc 89 75
P! p Buffalo pc 22 16 pc 28 24 | KansasCity pc 16 7 pc 3631 | SanDiego  sh 63 53 pc 63 51 | Budapest pc 38 24 | Paris pc 44 28
Wisconsin Burlington pc 15 -1 pc 1913 | LasVegas sh 62 45 pc 62 42 | SanFranciscopc 55 48 sh 55 48 | Buenos Aires pc 92 71 | Prague cl 37 24
GreenBay su 24 8 pc 22 17 | Charlotte Su 41 24 pc 42 24 | Lexington pc 33 20 su 37 21 | SanJuan sh 83 73 pc 84 73 | Cairo pc 65 51 | Riode Janeirosh 80 70
Kenosha pc 26 8 pc 27 20 | CharlstnSC pc 47 31 pc 4533 | Lincoln pc 12 -1 cl 28 27 | SantaFe pc 43 30 ss 3829 | Cancun ts 79 67 | Riyadh su 71 47
La Crosse pc 21 1 pc 22 13 | CharlstnWV cl 30 19 pc 34 18 | Little Rock su 41 22 pc 40 26 | Savannah pc 50 30 pc 47 30 | Caracas pc 75 61 | Rome sh 56 39
Madison pc 21 4 pc 23 16 | Chattanooga su 38 24 su 42 22 | Los Angeles sh 67 53 pc 6550 | Seattle sh 51 44 sh 50 43 | Casablanca sh 57 43 | Santiago su 91 61
Milwaukee su 25 8 pc 26 18 | Cheyenne pc 47 28 sh 47 32 | Louisville pc 32 20 su 37 20 | Shreveport su 53 29 pc 49 34 | Copenhagen cl 44 41 | Seoul pc 39 27
Wausau pc 23 4 pc 22 12 | Cincinnati pc 32 16 su 34 17 | Macon pc 47 24 pc 48 24 | Sioux Falls su 3 -7 «cl 23 21 | Dublin su 48 39 | Singapore ts 88 77
Michigan Cleveland sh 27 22 pc 28 22 | Memphis pc 35 23 su 40 25 | Spokane sh 40 34 sh 40 35 | Edmonton  pc 30 18 | Sofia pc 34 19
Detro?ta su23 8 pc 29 18 Colo.Spgs  pc 51 28 sh 4930 | Miami sh 74 54 pc 71 44 | St. Louis cl 22 15 su 34 22 | Frankfurt pc 39 30 | Stockholm pc 43 40
Grand Rapids pc 26 12 pc 29 20 Columbia MO sh 17 10 pc 3527 | Minneapolis pc 17 0 pc 20 16 | Syracuse pc 21 6 cl 2819 | Geneva su 40 26 | Sydney su 85 68
Mar uettg Fs’u 54 14 pc 3122 ColumbiaSC su 45 25 pc 4527 | Mobile su 50 30 su 48 31 | Tallahassee su 52 28 su 50 28 | Guadalajara su 78 44 | Taipei pc 73 60
o s(ze Niarie o195 16 F’c % 25 | Columbus ~ pc 29 14 su 3217 | Montgomery pc 45 26 su 47 23 | Tampa pc 61 41 su 56 36 | Havana ts 79 62 | Tehran pc 41 30
Traverse City pc 25 18 pc 30 26 Concord Ssu 22 4 pc 24 2 | Nashville pc 34 22 su 3921 | Topeka pc 18 8 pc 36 32 | Helsinki cl 39 36 | Tokyo su 51 34
Y P p Crps Christi  su 63 50 cl 6560 | New Orleans su 51 36 su 5139 | Tucson cl 74 50 pc 62 45 | Hong Kong ¢l 70 66 | Toronto su 24 16
lowa Dallas su 57 34 cl 5439 | New York su 33 21 pc 3525 | Tulsa su 44 21 cl 47 33 | Istanbul sh 44 38 | Trinidad pc 8573
Ames pc 3 -8 pc 16 15 | Daytona Bch. pc 58 42 pc 54 40 | Norfolk pc 37 26 su 37 29 | Washington su 36 22 su 38 25 | Jerusalem rm 48 40 | Vancouver rn 46 44
Cedar Rapids pc 10 -5 pc 15 12 | Denver pc 53 33 sh 54 32 | Okla. City su 52 25 cl 48 36 | Wichita su 38 16 cl 40 32 | Johanneshurgpc 77 58 | Vienna ss 38 27
Des Moines pc 4 -6 pc 19 17 | Duluth sul9 6 pc 2318 | Omaha pc 8 -5 pc 2523 | WilkesBarre pc 22 11 pc 27 14 | Kabul sh 37 27 | Warsaw sh 37 31
Dubuque pc 22 1 pc 18 13 | ElPaso cl 58 41 sh 52 42 | Orlando pc 62 42 su 57 37 | Yuma sh 72 52 pc 72 47 | Kiev cl 3529 | Winnipeg pc 6 3

FORECAST (FC) ABBREVIATIONS: su-sunny pc-partly cloudy cl-cloudy rn-rain ts-thunderstorm sn-snow fl -flurries fr-freezing rain sl-sleet sh-showers rs-rain/snow ss-snow showers w-windy na-unavailable
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Weak high pressure drifts
across the region bringing
partly sunny skies. Contin-
ued mild for late January.
Temps reach the upper 30s
as light winds become SW
10-15 mph. Fair, overnight.

CHICAGO DIGEST

SUNDAY TEMPERATURES

LOCATION Hl LO LOCATION Hl LO
Aurora 15 1 Midway 20 3
Gary 19 5 O’Hare 16 1
Kankakee 14 4 Romeoville 16 1
Lakefront 21 4 Valparaiso 19 4
Lansing 18 3 Waukegan 22 2
CHICAGO PRECIPITATION

PERIOD 2020 NORMAL
Sunday 2.03” 112"
Month to date 3.58” 3377
Year to date 2.03” 1.12”
CHICAGO SNOWFALL

PERIOD O'HARE MIDWAY
Sunday Trace Trace
Season to date 17.3" 125"
Normal to date 16.0” 17.1”

SOURCE: Frank Wachowski

LAKE MICHIGAN CONDITIONS

MONDAY TUESDAY
Wind NW 10-20 kts. SW 10-15 kts.
Waves 3-5 feet 1-3 feet

Sun. shore/crib water temps  34°/32°

U.S. SNOW COVER
JAN. 19 2020 2019
Area covered by snow 44.1% 47.3%

Average snow depth 48" 39"
TRACKING THE COLD

SINCE OCT. 15 O'HARE _ MIDWAY
Sub-32° highs 16 days 13 days
Subzero lows Odays 0days
CHICAGO AIR QUALITY

Sunday reading Good
Monday forecast Good

Critical pollutant Particulates

MONDAY RISE/SET TIMES
Sun 7:13 a.m. 4:50 p.m.
Moon 3:22 a.m. 1:17 p.m.
@ ¢ o
)
NEW 1STQ FULL 3RDQ
Jan.24 Feb.1 Feb.9 Feb.15
MONDAY PLANET WATCH
PLANET RISE SET
Mercury 7:45 a.m, 5:12 p.m.
Venus 9:08 a.m. 8:01 p.m.
Mars 3:55a.m, 1:13 p.m.
Jupiter 6:10 a.m. 3:18 p.m.
Saturn 6:57 a.m. 4:19 p.m.
BEST VIEWING TIME DIRECTION
Mercury Not visible
Venus 5:45 p.m. 22.5° SW
Mars 5:45 a.m. 15° SE
Jupiter 6:45 a.m. 5°SE
Saturn Not visible

SOURCE: Dan Joyce, Triton College

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH"®

RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH MORE
ACGGESS AND ORGANIZATION

Bring home more joy with custom pull-out shelves
for your existing cabinets.

~ d O

Increase Storage |

Improve Organization |

Save Time

| Reduce Frustration

Complimentary design consultation

(312) 736-0123

[A+]
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5054

INSTALLATION!'

“Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases
of 5 or more Classic o Designer Glide-Out” shelves.
Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer
Solutions. Learn more at shelfgenie.com.
Expires 2/29/2020.



