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Focus
shifts to

vote on
witnesses

Alexander, Collins split as
Senate trial could end Friday

By LisA MASCARO, ERIC TUCKER
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Senate jurors pep-
pered President Donald Trump’s de-
fenders and accusers with final ques-
tions at his impeachment trial Thursday
ahead of a crucial vote on calling
witnesses, the focus shifting from details
of the charges to whether it was time to
simply acquit and conclude the trial.

The vote on witnesses, expected
Friday, could lead to an abrupt end of the
trial with the expected acquittal. Or, less
likely, it could bring weeks more of
argument as Democrats press to hear
testimony from former national security
adviser John Bolton and others.

Late Thursday, Sens. Susan Collins,
R-Maine, and Lamar Alexander, R-
Tenn., weighed in, with Collins saying
she would agree to hear witnesses and
Alexander saying he would vote against
witnesses. Alexander’s decision boosts
the odds of swift acquittal.

Republican Sens. Mitt Romney of
Utah and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska have
expressed interest in hearing from
Bolton and the others.

But their votes may not be enough.

In a Senate split 53-47 with a
Republican majority, at least four GOP
senators must join all Democrats to
reach the 51 votes required to call

Turn to Senate, Page 11

DuSable
Museum
to raise
admission

Move comes amid questions
about ‘financial footing’

BY MORGAN GREENE

The DuSable Museum of African
American History will raise its adult
admission fees about 50% starting Sat-
urday in a move to offset increased costs,
a month before the launch of a widely
anticipated virtual reality exhibit featur-
ing Martin Luther King Jr.

The proposal was brought before the
Chicago Park District earlier this month,
when board members expressed con-
cerns that the museum didn’t present
data to support its request for raising
fees. They eventually approved in-
creases that will bring adult tickets to
$12.50 ($14.50 nonresident), and stu-
dents and seniors to $9 ($11 nonresi-
dent).

The DuSable, one of the nation’s
oldest independent museums dedicated
to telling the history of African Ameri-
cans, has struggled financially in the past
decade and dealt with several leadership
changes. But visitors and supporters,
who see the Washington Park museum
as a point of pride and South Side staple,

Turn to DuSable, Page 8
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A passenger who arrived from a flight from Shanghai puts a mask on his 5-year-old son Thursday at Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport.

First US person-to-person
virus case seen in Chicago

‘We believe people in Illinois are at low risk’ for coronavirus, official says

BY L1SA SCHENCKER
AND JESSICA VILLAGOMEZ

The first US. case of the new co-
ronavirus spreading from one person to
another, the husband of a woman who
caught the disease while in China, was
reported in Chicago on Thursday.

It’s the second case that’s been con-
firmed in Illinois, and the sixth case in the
USS., since the new respiratory virus
started to spread in Wuhan, China.

The announcement of the case by the
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion came shortly before the World Health
Organization declared the coronavirus
outbreak an international public health

emergency. Local health officials said
Illinois residents are still at low risk from
the virus, but they are taking steps to
contain its spread.

A Chicago woman who returned from
caring for her sick father in China earlier
this month was the first local person
diagnosed with the illness, health officials
reported Jan. 24. The woman, who is in
her 60s, traveled to Wuhan in late
December and returned to Chicago on Jan.
13. Her spouse did not make the trip to
China.

The man is also in his 60s and has
underlying medical conditions, health
officials said. He’s in stable condition at
Amita Health St. Alexius Medical Center

INSIDE: WHO declares global emergency.
Nation & World, Page 10

Hoffman Estates and was placed in
isolation two days ago.

His wife also remains hospitalized at St.
Alexius. But she is “doing quite well,” said
Dr. Jennifer Layden, chief medical officer
and state epidemiologist at the health
department. Layden said the woman
remains hospitalized “primarily for isola-
tion”

It’s believed that her husband was
exposed to the virus while she was having

Turn to Virus, Page 6

CPD announces major restructuring

Detectives, specialized cops to patrol districts to take on violence under interim leader

ABEL URIBE/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Interim Chicago police Superintendent Charlie Beck, center, arrives Wednesday at the
Chicago Bar Association to talk about curbing gun violence.

BY ANNIE SWEENEY
AND JEREMY GORNER

Interim Chicago police Superintendent
Charlie Beck unveiled a massive restruc-
turing Thursday that will move hundreds
of detectives and narcotics and gang
officers from specialized units to police
districts, shifting resources to neighbor-
hoods to better combat violence.

The reorganization also creates a new
office to carry out policing reforms re-
quired by a federal consent decree —
headed by the highest-ranking African
American woman in the department’s
history.

In another major change, Beck said
counterterrorism would be the sole focus
of another bureau, an operation that “will
get everything that they need,” he vowed.

Beck’s plan lays much of the responsibil-
ity for the fight against violence on a
deputy chief in each of five geographic

Turn to CPD, Page 6
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DEADLINE APPROACHES
FOR ALGREN CONTEST ENTRIES

If you have been thinking about submitting an entry to
the 2020 Algren Awards contest, it’s time to get busy.

The entry deadlineis1p.m.CST on Monday, Feb. 17.

The contest, which honors original short fiction, is
presented by the Chicago Tribune and the Robert R.
McCormick Foundation.

Writers are invited to submit their previously
unpublished stories. The word limit is 8,000 words.

The grand prize is $3,500; five finalists also will be
selected by the judges.

This contest features a blind entry process, which
means that authors’ names cannot appear on the
stories. This rule ensures that judges are able to evaluate
each story onits own merits.

If a writer’'s name is on any of the entry’s pages —
including the story title page — it will be disqualified
immediately.

For full submission guidelines and to submit your
story, visit algren.submittable.com/submit.

— Margaret Holt, Standards Editor

‘EVEN THE TERRIBLE THINGS SEEM
BEAUTIFUL TO ME NOW, 2ND EDITION’

Over the last two decades, Mary Schmich’s columnin
the Chicago Tribune has offered advice, humor and dis-
cerning commentary on a broad array of topics including
family, personal milestones, mentaliliness, writing and
life in Chicago. This second edition — updated to include
Schmich’s best pieces since its original publication —
collects her ten Pulitzer-winning columns along with
more than 150 others, creating a compelling collection
that reflects Schmich’s thoughtful, insightful and engag-
ing sensibility.

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at
chicagotribune.com/printbooks

ACCURACY AND ETHICS

MARGARET HoLT, standards editor

The Tribune’s editorial code of principles governs
professional behavior and journalism standards. Every-
one in our newsroom must agree to live up to this code of
conduct. Read it at chicagotribune.com/accuracy.

Corrections and clarifications: Publishing information
quickly and accurately is a central part of the Chicago
Tribune’s news responsibility.

M A Jan. 26 travel story misstated the date of Carnival
Legend’s cruise from Tampa, Florida, to Barcelona. The
cruise startsin March 2021.

The Tribune regrets the error.
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Former Los Angeles Laker Kobe Bryant and his daughter Gianna watch a U.S. swimming championship meet July 26, 2018,

in Irvine, California.

As African American dad, Kobe Bryant set
great example. But millions are like him.

4 o 4
DAHLEEN GLANTON

My favorite Instagram post by
Kobe Bryant does not include Gianna,
his 13-year-old daughter who died
along with him and seven others in
that tragic helicopter crash. Itis a
2018 video of his 1-year-old daughter,
Bianka, sitting in his lap and mim-
icking him trumpeting like an ele-
phant.

We know that social media posts
are designed to project a particular
image that doesn’t necessarily reflect
reality, but this one seemed natural.
Bryant simply was boasting about
how smart his baby girl is — some-
thing doting parents do all the time.

“She understands a bunch of words
already, the challenge now is getting
her to speak in complete full crystal
clear sentences at 1, she already has
plenty of words in her vocab,” he
wrote.

In that regard, Bryant was being a
typical proud dad. As an African
American man, however, he sent a
subliminal message, intentional or
not, that black men are no different
from other doting dads. It was a re-
flection of black family life not often
seen, unless you happened to be one
of Bryant’s 19 million followers.

Some of us didn’t know much
about Bryant prior to his death, ex-
cept that he was not a perfect man.
We were aware of the sexual assault
charges that were later dropped. He
publicly acknowledged his mistakes,
apologized to the woman who ac-
cused him and went about trying to
repair the damage to his family.

‘We have learned a lot about his
family life this week. A welcome
revelation has been his commitment
to his four children, especially his

relationship with his second-eldest
daughter who loved basketball as
much as he and was on track to carry
out his athletic legacy.

Bryant and Gigi have been memori-
alized in a collage of photos showing
the two of them sharing poignant
moments the way fathers and daugh-
ters are supposed to do. We have
gloated over their bond, his unwaver-
ing support and his willingness to
spend as much time with his daughter
as needed.

This doesn’t fit the narrative
America has painted of black men.
They’re supposed to be absent and
uninvolved, cranking out children
whom they have no intention of tak-
ing care of either financially or emo-
tionally.

It is a stereotype that has burdened
the African American family since
slavery. But it is not based on fact. The
truth is that there are many, many
Kobe Bryants out there, though they
don’t have his financial means.
There’s a movement afoot on social
media that proves it.

Fathers from around the world,
many of them African American, are
posting pictures on social media
showing their adoration for their
daughters, using the hashtag #girl-
dad.

The movement was neither started
by African American men nor for
African American men, in particular,
but their posts seen alongside men of
all races shows that black men love
their children, too.

Since ESPN anchor Elle Duncan
inspired the hashtag with her moving
on-air tribute to Bryant, black men
from all walks of life have been post-
ing pictures of themselves interacting
with their daughters. It dispels the
myth that black men are the familial
deadbeats they are often portrayed as
being.

While nearly half of black fathers
live apart from at least one of their
minor children, it does not tell the

entire story. A Pew Research study
found that 67% of these fathers see
their children at least once a month,
compared with 59% of white fathers
and 32% of Hispanic fathers who live
outside the home. More than half of
black fathers who do not live with
their children talk to their kids several
times a week or more. That’s a higher
percentage than white or Latino
fathers who live elsewhere.

African American fathers who live
with their children are much more
involved in their day-to-day lives than
other ethnic groups as well.

A 2013 report by the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
found that 70% of African American
fathers who lived at home bathed,
diapered, dressed or helped their
young kids use the toilet every day,
compared with 60% of white fathers
and 45% of Latino fathers.

Seventy-eight percent of black men
fed or ate meals with their children
every day and 35% read to them daily
— higher rates than other racial
groups. The survey found that 82% of
black fathers played with their young
children every day — the same as
white fathers.

Bryant’s life as an adoring father
was genuine and worthy of the trib-
utes he has received. But if we really
want to honor him in a substantive
way, let’s acknowledge that black men
are no different from any other men
when it comes to loving their chil-
dren.

dglanton@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @dahleeng
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6 thoughts to brighten Chicago’s gray, gray winter days

MARY SCHMICH

Let’s take a moment to appre-
ciate grey days.

But before we get to all the
reasons to savor this soul-suck-
ing, brain-numbing, energy-
sapping procession of dreariness
in the Midwest, a brief story.

At my first newspaper job, an
editor walked over to my desk
one day and in an exasperated
tone told me I had to stop making
the same mistake over and over.

My journalistic crime?

He opened the stylebook and
pointed to the entry for “gray.”
Why, he wondered, did I always
spell it with an “e”?

Because, I explained, that’s
how I was taught. “Grey.” Not
“oray” My sixth-grade teacher,
Miss Birch, even told us how to
remember to get it right: an “a” in
“oray” let in too much light. I
eventually learned that “grey”
was the British spelling, rejected
in later times by American
schoolteachers and editors, but
the “e” still makes visceral sense
to me.

So it’s with Miss Birch in mind
that we proceed to appreciate
Chicago’s unrelenting parade of
g-r-e-y.

“Unrelenting” is a word often
attached to Chicago’s grey days,
along with “gloomy” and “de-
pressing” and “dreary.”

“Eight consecutive days with-
out even the tiniest glimpse of
the sun,” WGN-TV reported
Wednesday, a streak that was still
unbroken Thursday. The report
added that you had to go back
more than 25 years in Chicago to
find a “similar period of gloomy
weather”

T'd swear I glimpsed some sun
on Sunday, but that may have
been only in the Miami of my
mind. At any rate, to help keep us
from crawling out of our vitamin-
D-deprived skin, let’s consider
six ways to look on the bright
side of grey.

1. At least it’s warm outside.

You know how on subzero
Chicago days we find consolation
in the thought that at least the
sun is out? This is the inverse. At
least it’s warm enough that you
won’t fall on the ice while taking
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Lynda Myszkowski walks through a gray and foggy Millennium Park Friday in Chicago.

out the garbage and wind up in
the ER. That really happened to a
friend of mine last January.

Remember last January?

On Jan. 31, in the midst of the
polar vortex, Chicago set a record
daily minimum temperature — 21
below zero. The sun was out.

Grey and 31 above is better.

2. Grey is cozy and contempla-
tive.

Try this. Every time you think,
“This grey is so depressing,”
replace “depressing” with “cozy
and contemplative.”

I know seasonal depression is
real, and positive thinking isn’t
always a cure. But words can
shape thoughts. Hey, it’s worth a

3. “A grey day provides the best
light”

This quote, attributed to the
artist Leonardo da Vinci, echoes
a photographer friend of mine
who commented the other day
that, although she’s sick of grey

I'd swear I glimpsed some sun on Sunday,
but that may have been only in the Miami
of my mind. At any rate, to help keep us
from crawling out of our vitamin-D-de-
prived skin, let’s consider six ways to look
on the bright side of grey.

skies, they do provide a “flatter
and more flattering light.”

My mirror hasn’t convinced
me of this truth, and yet I’ve been
surprised lately by how many
new details I’ve noticed in the
familiar world. The ornate carv-
ing at the top of a building, the
grooves between the bricks, the
elaborate bark of a tree — I've
noticed all these things during
these grey days and thought,
“Why have I never seen that
before? Is it the different light?”

4. Sunlight can be depressing
too.

If you've ever lived through
summer in a tropical place, you
may know the panic that comes
with unrelenting sunlight, the
sense that there’s never a place to
hide, the quest for dark places
where your eyes and mind can
rest.

5. “The color of truth is grey.”

This sentiment — sometimes
phrased as “Grey is the color of
truth” — has been attributed to

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

several people. One is Andre
Gide, the Nobel Prize-winning
writer, who like a couple of the
others who may or may not have
said it, was French.

Another person who may have
said it was a 19th century art
critic who wrote, “The French
are a gray people, who live in a
gray metropolis, and in a gray
country. Paris lies in a limestone
region, and is built of gray stone.”

So let’s think of these grey
Chicago days as a visit to Paris.
And a reminder that truth
doesn’t necessarily come in bold
colors.

6. Absence makes the heart
grow fonder.

One day the light will return. It
always does. And when it does,
its absence during these grey
days will make it all the more
precious and beautiful.

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MarySchmich
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Ald. Burke expected to go on trial early next year

Defense lawyers say prosecutors have yet
to turn over undercover recordings

BY JASON MEISNER

The sweeping racket-
eering indictment of Chi-
cago Ald. Edward Burke
isn’t expected to go to trial
until at least next year as
defense lawyers say federal
prosecutors have yet to turn
over a “vast” amount of
undercover recordings, ac-
cording to a court filing
Thursday.

Prosecutors said in the
joint status report that they
intend to ask U.S. District
Judge Robert Dow at a
hearing Tuesday to set a
trial date for “early 2021” for
Burke and his two co-
defendants.

Prosecutors said they’ve
turned over to the defense
more than 44,000 pages of
records so far, as well as
additional electronic dis-
covery and numerous boxes

of hard evidence. In the
coming months, prose-
cutors said, they will be
turning over additional evi-
dence pertaining to cooper-
ating witnesses in the case.

Defense attorneys, mean-
while, said in the filing that
they believe that material is
“vast” and made up almost
entirely of undercover re-
cordings. They want Dow to
force prosecutors to turn
the evidence over earlier to
give the defense more time
to review it.

The filing marked the
first update on the case
since last fall. Neither Burke
nor his co-defendants, long-
time political operative Pe-
ter J. Andrews and real
estate developer Charles
Cui, are expected to attend
Tuesday’s hearing, as their
appearances have been
waived by the judge.

Burke was indicted in
May of 2019 on 14 counts
including racketeering, fed-
eral program bribery, at-
tempted extortion, conspir-
acy to commit extortion and
using interstate commerce
to facilitate an unlawful
activity. The most serious
charges call for up to 20
years in federal prison on
conviction.

Andrews was accused of
assisting the alderman in
attempting to shake down
two businessmen seeking to
renovate a Burger King
restaurant in the 14th Ward.

The indictment also ac-
cused Cui of hiring Burke’s
law firm in exchange for the
alderman’s help with a sign
permit and financing deal
for a project in the Portage
Park neighborhood.

All three have pleaded
not guilty.

The 59-page indictment
outlined a series of schemes
in which Burke — the city’s
longest-serving alderman

JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Ald. Edward Burke, 14th, attends a Chicago City Council

meeting in October.

and a vestige of the old
Democratic machine — al-
legedly tried to muscle de-
velopers into hiring his law
firm, Klafter & Burke, to
appeal their property taxes.

Among the projects
Burke tried to capitalize on
was the massive $800 mil-
lion renovation of the old
main Chicago post office in
the West Loop, according to

the charges. A key part of
the evidence against Burke
on that project comes from
secret recordings made by
then-Ald. Daniel Solis, a
longtime Burke ally who
began working with federal
investigators in 2016 after
he was himself secretly re-
corded by a developer.

Solis, who abruptly re-
tired in late 2018, has not

been charged with wrong-
doing.

Earlier this week, former
state Sen. Martin Sandoval
became the first to be con-
victed in a series of mush-
rooming political corruption
investigations that began to
come to public light in No-
vember 2018 when FBI
agents raided Burke’s City
Hall offices.

Sandoval, 56, pleaded
guilty to bribery and tax
charges, admitting in a plea
agreement with prosecutors
that he took at least a quarter
of a million dollars in pay-
ments in exchange for his
influence or official action in
Springfield, including
$70,000 in “protection” fees
from a clout-heavy red-light
camera company.

Sandoval is cooperating
with prosecutors in the
hopes of reducing his sen-
tence.

jmeisner@chicagotri-
bune.com
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Latisha Turner, left, mother of Diamond Turner, and her sister, Latonya Turner, address the media outside the Leighton
Criminal Court Building after a bond hearing for Arthur Hilliard, who was charged in Diamond Turner’s death.

Top cop says DNA tests delayed
charges in woman’s slaying 3 years ago

As ex-boyfriend
charged, her family
calls for change

BY ALICE YIN
AND MEGAN CREPEAU

Suspicion surrounded
Arthur Hilliard from al-
most the moment Dia-
mond Turner was killed
nearly three years ago.

In the middle of the
night, Hilliard was seen
mopping up a trail of blood
from his bedroom to the
back door of the apartment
he shared with three other
people. Turner, 21, whom
Hilliard had been dating,
was nowhere to be seen. In
the morning, Hilliard was
seen sitting on his bed,
cleaning a hammer. Later
in the day, he tossed the
mattress.

Two days later, on
March 3, 2017, Turner’s
beaten, partially naked
body was found in a trash
bin behind the building,
according to a narrative
sketched in court by Cook
County prosecutors Thurs-
day after first-degree mur-
der charges were filed
against Hilliard, 52.

Judge Mary Marubio or-
dered Hilliard held with-
out bond, prompting praise
— and relief — from Turn-
er’s family at the court-
house.

“He’s in jail, he ain’t out
harming nobody else,” said
Turner’s aunt, Latonya
Turner. “It’s been three
long years for me, my sister,
my whole family. 'm glad
he’s in jail”

Prosecutors did not dis-
close why it took so long to
charge Hilliard. But inter-
im Chicago police Superin-
tendent Charlie Beck said

investigators fi-
nally got back
DNA results that
linked him to the
murder.

“He was the
primary suspect,”’
Beck said at an
unrelated news
conference. “The
return (of) DNA
was what took so long. You
know, we don’t have full
ability, as with some police
departments, to analyze
our own DNA. So we have
to rely on the state. And as
soon as the DNA came
back, the warrant was
served”

Prosecutors disclosed
that Hilliard is also a sus-
pectin a fatal stabbing in an
apartment complex, alleg-
edly after an argument.
And a source indicated that
authorities are taking a
second look at another
stabbing death last year
near a building on the West
Side that Hilliard managed.

In that last case, Hilliard
was charged with conceal-
ment of a homicide in
September after video
caught him dumping the
body of Andre Williams, 52,
near the 2400 block of
West Flournoy Street, ac-
cording to police and court
records. Williams had been
repeatedly stabbed in the
abdomen.

Shawndra Williams said
she is convinced that
Hilliard is guilty of her
brother’s murder. She told
reporters Thursday that
she was grateful Hilliard
was in custody, but mindful
that if he had been arrested
years ago, her brother
might still be alive.

“If they would have
locked him up when ...
Diamond got killed, he

Hilliard

wouldn’t have
had a chance to
hurt my brother,”
she said.

Turner had
been dating
Hilliard when she
was killed, prose-
cutors said
Thursday. The
two were drink-
ing together with Hilliard’s
roommates in his apart-
ment the night of Feb. 28.
At one point, Turner and
Hilliard were in separate
rooms and Turner told one
witness she was “annoyed”
with Hilliard, prosecutors
said.

The roommates awoke
later that night to find a
trail of blood winding from
Hilliard’s bedroom
through the hallway all the
way to the back door, As-
sistant State’s Attorney
James Murphy said.
Hilliard said it was from a
cut on his leg, and told one
roommate that Turner had
gotten a call and left in a
white car. But the room-
mate noticed Turner’s
shoes and jacket were still
in the apartment.

The roommates noticed
other odd behavior in the
following hours: Hilliard
retrieved a garbage can
from across an alley and
told them not to touch it.
He sat on his bed a few
moments later, cleaning a
hammer. He carried his
mattress out of the apart-
ment across the street,
soaking wet.

All the while, Turner —
who was usually at the
apartment every day — was
nowhere to be found, pros-
ecutors said. When one
roommate asked Hilliard
where she was, “all he
would say is that ‘(she) did

it again, ” Murphy said in
court.

On March 3, Turner’s
body was found in a
garbage can in the alley
behind Hilliard’s apart-
ment. When her family
confronted him the next
day, he blamed her death
on one of his roommates.
But testing eventually
showed that Turner’s blood
was on the floorboard of
Hilliard’s room, Murphy
said.

“They need to hurry up
and get a better system
with the DNA,” Turner’s
aunt told reporters Thurs-
day. “It shouldn’t take three
years to get charged.”

In January 2018, the
Tribune reported that
Turner was one of at least
51 strangulations in Chi-
cago since 2001 that had
not been solved by police.
Despite clusters of deaths
on the South and West
sides, police said at the time
they had uncovered no
evidence of a serial killer.

After the story appeared,
Chicago police formed a
task force to review the
cases.

Hilliard’s attorney, As-
sistant Public Defender
Kate Moriarty, said in court
that Hilliard is a high
school graduate with six
adult children. He works as
a property manager, she
said, though prosecutors
said that back in 2017 he
was only pretending to be
the landlord of the building
where he lived.

Chicago Tribune’s Deanese
Williams-Harris contrib-
uted.

mcrepeau@chicagotri-
bune.com
ayin@chicagotribune.com

More automatic
voter registration
issues revealed

Ill. officials block
information from
16-year-olds

BY DAN PETRELLA

Illinois Senate Republi-
cans are calling for sus-
pending Illinois’ automatic
voter registration program
after further issues with
the system came to light
during a State Board of
Elections meeting this
week.

State election officials
have blocked the regis-
tration of roughly 4,700
16-year-olds whose infor-
mation was sent to the
board by the secretary of
state’s office through the
automatic voter regis-
tration program, spokes-
man Matt Dietrich said
Thursday.

The issue was raised at
the board’s Wednesday
meeting, where it also
came to light that some U.S.
citizens who were applying
for licenses through the
Real ID program had their
information sent to the
elections board despite
opting out of automatic
voter registration.

The revelations come as
the program already is
under scrutiny for a mix-up
that resulted in 545 pos-
sible non-U.S. citizens be-
ing registered to vote. Of
those, 15 voted in elections
in November 2018 and
spring 2019, including two
in Chicago, officials have
said. However, eight of
those people voted in elec-
tions prior to the imple-
mentation of automatic
voter registration.

Senate Republican
leader Bill Brady of Bloom-
ington on Thursday called
for Secretary of State Jesse
White’s office to suspend
the program “until all
glitches, known and un-
known, are fixed.”

“There clearly also
needs to be an independent
investigation into how
these glitches occurred,
why they were unreported
and what can be done to
ensure this never happens
again,” Brady said in a
statement. “Our vote is our
most cherished right in a
democracy, and even just
one illegal vote can tarnish
the credibility of the entire
system.”

All 19 Senate Republi-
cans sent a letter Thursday
to White’s office requesting
the suspension. Some
House Republicans made a
similar call last week.

If someone who’s getting
adriver’s license at a secre-
tary of state facility an-
swers “no” to the citi-
zenship question or says he
or she is under 18, the
automatic registration
process is supposed to
come to a halt.

White’s office has said it
has corrected a “program-
ming error” that led to
people’s information being
transmitted to the elections
board even though they
answered no when asked if
they were citizens.

The secretary of state’s
office transmitted the in-
formation on 16-year-olds
to election authorities so
that the teens could be
registered once they be-
came eligible to vote.

The office has agreed to
no longer transmit infor-
mation on 16-year-olds to
election officials but will
continue to send informa-
tion on those 17 and older,
spokesman Henry Haupt
said. Under Illinois law,
17-year-olds can vote in
primary elections if they
will be 18 by the time of the
general election.

Local election author-
ities have long had safe-
guards in place to prevent
16-year-olds from being
registered to vote, Haupt
said.

A House committee
hearing on the problems
with automatic voter regis-
tration that was scheduled
for Thursday was post-
poned until next week.

State Rep. Emanuel
“Chris” Welch, a Hillside
Democrat who chairs the
House Executive Commit-
tee, said he expects White
and representatives from
his office to testify Wednes-
day in Springfield.

“We have to make sure
people have trust in our
system,” Welch said.

He said calls from Re-
publicans to halt the pro-
gram are “pandering and
grandstanding.”

“I think calls to halt it are
premature,” Welch said.
“There’s nothing in statute
that would allow anyone to
haltit.”

Automatic voter regis-
tration was approved with
overwhelming Dbipartisan
support in the General As-
sembly in 2017 and signed
into law by then-Gov.
Bruce Rauner, a Republi-
can.

Dietrich said more than
700,000 people have been
registered through the pro-
gram since it took effect in
July 2018.

Of the 545 possible non-
citizens who were regis-
tered, 371 had been re-
moved from the voter rolls
as of Wednesday’s meeting,
Dietrich said. Local elec-
tion authorities were still in
the process of trying to
contact the remaining 174
to verify their status.

Those who were incor-
rectly registered were noti-
fied via a Dec. 20 letter
from the secretary of state’s
office.

dpetrella@chicagotri-
bune.com
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Virus
Continued from Page 1

symptoms.
Health officials said the

man has not attended any
large gatherings, taken the
“L” or atrain recently, and is
sharing details of his activ-
ities from the last several
weeks. He mostly uses his
car to get around, said Dr.
Allison Arwady, commis-
sioner of the Chicago De-
partment of Public Health,
at a news conference
Thursday.

Arwady did not answer a
question about whether the
man had been going to
work.

Officials also declined to
say how many people
they’re monitoring who’ve
been in contact with the
couple, other than to say
they are “actively monitor-
ing all close contacts,” in-
cluding health care workers
who interacted with the
woman. The CDC consid-
ers close contact to consist
of 10 minutes or more of
face-to-face time with a
person.

In all, health officials are
investigating 21 possible
cases of the coronavirus in
Illinois. People under inves-
tigation who are showing
symptoms are in isolation,
Arwady said.

Health officials are fol-
lowing up daily with those
whove come into close
contact with the couple to
see if they’re showing
symptoms, she said. Only
those showing symptoms
are being isolated, Arwady
said.

“Certainly, at this point,
the belief from CDC is that
there is not a significant risk
of spread before people
develop symptoms,” Ar-
wady said. “That is not a
setting in which we would
want to be thinking about
overusing resources where
that’s not necessary.”

In outbreaks of other
types of coronaviruses, such
as MERS and SARS, people
didn’t spread the illnesses
before they developed
symptoms, she said. Other
types of coronaviruses often
cause mild to moderate
upper-respiratory tract ill-
nesses, such as the common
cold.

There was a worldwide
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A man wears a protective mask while playing Chinese chess Thursday at the Chinatown branch of the Chicago Public Library.

outbreak of SARS in 2002-
03, with 8,098 probable
cases, including 774 deaths,
according to the CDC.

Despite the news Thurs-
day, the director of the
Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health, Dr. Ngozi Ezike,
said, “We believe people in
Illinois are at low risk.”

“This person-to-person
spread was between two
very close contacts, a hus-
band and wife,” Ezike said
in a call with reporters.
“The virus is not spreading
across the community at
this time”

It’s not unexpected that
the woman’s husband
caught the virus from her,
Arwady said.

Local health officials say
it’s not necessary for Chi-
cagoans to stay home or
cancel activities.

“There is no local emer-
gency,” Arwady said.

DuPage County public
health officials said Tues-
day they are tracking multi-
ple county residents who
may have come in contact

with the woman, but none
had reported symptoms.
The couple lives in Chicago
but may have come into
contact with people in Du-
Page County, said Don Bol-
ger, a spokesman for the
DuPage County Health De-
partment.

There have been 7,818
cases reported worldwide,
mostly in China, and 170
deaths from the illness in
China, according to the
World Health Organization.

On Wednesday, the U.S.
government evacuated 195
Americans from Wubhan.
The CDC has advised
Americans to avoid all non-
essential travel to China,
and U.S. airlines have can-
celed many flights to China.

Symptoms of the virus
can include fever, cough
and shortness of breath. It’s
believed symptoms appear
anywhere from two to 14
days after exposure. The
CDC has said it’s still un-
clear how easily the virus
spreads from person to per-
son.

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

David White holds a sign reading “Welcome, grandma and
grandpa” while waiting for his in-laws to arrive from a flight
from Shanghai on Thursday at Chicago’s O’Hare Interna-

tional Airport.

The spread of the virus
from wife to husband
“doesn’t give us really any
insight into whether or not
were going to see wide-
spread transmission across
the US.,” said Dr. Emily
Landon, medical director
for infection control at the
University of Chicago Med-
ical Center.

If people in the commu-

nity who are not being
monitored by public health
officials start to catch the
virus, that’s when it might
no longer be considered
contained, said Dr. Michael
Ison, a professor of infec-
tious disease at Northwest-
ern University’s Feinberg
School of Medicine.

The best ways to contain
the virus, at this point,

include screening passen-
gers at airports, tracking
people who've come into
contact with the couple,
isolating those with pos-
sible cases of the illness, and
asking patients who visit
hospitals whether they’ve
been to Wuhan recently or
came into close contact
with someone who may
have had the virus, she said.

“Those are the things we
need to do to prevent
spread here;” Landon said.
“Whether or not they’re
going to be successful is
dependent on a lot of fac-
tors.”

Though she acknowl-
edged that the virus is
worrying many people,
Landon said it’s important
to keep it in perspective.

“In the end, this is a
respiratory virus, and we
know a lot about them,” she
said. “Influenza has already
killed way more people
than this virus has.”

Ischencker@chicagotri-
bune.com

CPD

Continued from Page 1

areas, as well as the com-
manders in the city’s 22
districts.

They will oversee the
department’s patrol and
tactical officers and take on
responsibility as well for
cops who work on gang and
drug investigations and de-
tectives who investigate ho-
micides, shootings, rob-
beries and other crimes.

In an interview with the
Chicago Tribune ahead of
the announcement, Beck
said the idea is to give added
resources to the depart-
ment leaders in closest con-
tact with residents and
communities where the vi-
olence occurs.

But with greater re-
sources comes responsibil-
ity. Those who fail to reduce
the violence will be held
accountable, he said.

“CPD needs to be all in,
all about reducing gun vi-
olence, reducing shootings
and homicides, and the peo-
ple that we hold most re-
sponsible for that are these
geographic commands,”
Beck said of the five area
deputy chiefs and 22 district
commanders. “And so we
have to give them all these
resources. If you’re going to
hold them accountable for
crime, you've got to give
them, in my opinion, the
tools, the full array of tools
that can affect that thor-
ough policing”

Wesley Skogan, a North-
western University emeri-
tus professor of political
science who has studied
policing in Chicago, called
the reassignment of special-
ized officers and detectives
to the supervision of area
and district patrol bosses a
“radical decentralization”
and said the restructuring
marks the most significant
one since the department
began its community polic-
ing strategy in the 1990s.

The plan “takes a risk
that area deputy chiefs and
the district commanders are
capable of managing all
these new resources;” he
said. “And we’ll see if they
candoit”

The reorganization
marks the most significant

step taken by Beck since
Mayor Lori Lightfoot
tapped the former longtime
Los Angeles police chief as
her surprise choice to tem-
porarily lead the depart-
ment while the search con-
tinues to replace outgoing
Superintendent Eddie
Johnson.

Beck had planned to suc-
ceed Johnson on his retire-
ment on Jan. 1, but Lightfoot
abruptly fired Johnson on
Dec. 2, saying he had inten-
tionally misled her about his
conduct after a late week-
night out in October when
he was found asleep in his
running vehicle. Beck flew
in from LA that afternoon to
take charge.

He arrived at a critical
moment — the infancy of
the Police Department’s ef-
forts to enact reforms in the
fallout over the fatal police
shooting of 17-year-old
Laquan McDonald.

The reorganization is
considered a critical step
toward positioning the de-
partment to not only imple-
ment the consent decree
but also bring Chicago’s
violence more in line with
Los Angeles and New York
City, both bigger cities.

The timing of the reor-
ganization means the next
permanent superintendent,
who is expected to be
named as soon as March,
will take over a department
that is in the early stages of
implementing a compli-
cated new structure that
will take months to phase in
— without his or her input.

“I think it’s clear the
mayor has confidence in
Beck,” attorney Thomas
Needham, who once served
as the department’s general
counsel and chief of staff,
said of the decision to let an
interim leader carry out
such a major restructuring.

To overhaul training and
enact other reforms, Beck
created an Office of Consti-
tutional Policing and Re-
form, appointing as its head
Barbara West, the first Afri-
can American woman to
ascend this high in the
department.

In the first six months of
implementing the consent
decree, the department has
failed to meet most of its
reform deadlines, leaving
critics to question the city’s

ABEL URIBE/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Chicago police Interim Superintendent Charlie Beck, center, sits with new members of the
department before a graduation ceremony at Navy Pier on Dec.18.

commitment.

The reform office will be
placed at the very top of the
department organization
structure with the Office of
Operations, which will
spearhead the effort to con-
tinue to tamp down vi-
olence after three consecu-
tive years of declines in
shootings and homicides.
That office will be led by
First Deputy Superintend-
ent Anthony Riccio.

Making the Reform and
Operations offices coequals
signals that changing how
officers engage with citi-
zens is just as important to
the department as reducing
violence, Beck said.

The department cur-
rently divides Chicago into
three geographic areas, but
the patrol, detective, gang
and narcotics functions
within those areas have
largely operated independ-
ently of one another.

“CPD does a lot of great
work, and I mean a lot of
great work,” Beck said. “But
unfortunately some of it
occurs in silos and not all of
it is focused on the same
problem. So I think this
focuses all of us on what I
think is the universal prob-
lem that faces Chicago and
the CPD, and that is gun
violence and murder.”

The 1,100 officers will be
moved to districts in two
phases by April 1 and will

include gang investigation
and narcotics officers as
well as detectives who in-
vestigate homicides, shoot-
ings, robberies, sexual as-
saults and other crimes. A
separate citywide homicide
detective unit, however, will
report to the chief of the
detectives, not the area dep-
uty chiefs or district com-
manders.

In his two months in
office, Beck has repeatedly
said the main hurdle for any
police department strug-
gling to reform is to win
over the community’s trust.

In outlining the key parts
of his restructuring, Beck
signaled that assigning spe-
cialized officers and detect-
ives to the control of the five
area deputy chiefs and 22
district commanders was
aimed at achieving that
goal.

“When you’re assigned to
a piece of geography, you
not only have ownership in
the results that you achieve
because that is now the turf
that you’re responsible for,
but you’re also much more
likely to engender trust if
you work with the same
community and begin to
understand that communi-
ty in a much better way,” he
told the Tribune. “Part of
community policing is be-
ing responsive to the com-
munity in the way that you
police, and our most re-

sponsive people are the
ones that are tied to that
geography. And I want that
to be part of what our
detectives feel too.”

Despite an improvement
in 2019, the department has
struggled in recent years
with low rates of solving
homicides, falling at one
point to about 29%, well
below the national average
and earning the department
considerable criticism.

A review by the Police
Executive Research Forum,
a law enforcement think
tank, found several flaws
with Chicago’s detective di-
vision, including poor su-
pervision and a lack of
attention to nonfatal shoot-
ings. Among the forum’s
myriad recommendations
was assigning detectives
closer to neighborhoods — a
step that Beck’s plan would
carry out.

The new counterterror-
ism bureau would include
the SWAT team, bomb
squad and other units in
which Chicago police work
with the FBL

Beck made it clear the
effort to root out terrorism
threats will get beefed-up
resources, but he declined
to be specific on how many
officers will be reassigned to
that task.

“They will get everything
that they need. .. We're
going to make sure that it is

robustly staffed” he said.
“It’s really important to
have somebody that has
their finger on the pulse of
what’s going on nationally
and internationally.”

Beck believes the rank-
and-file will be amenable to
the structural changes,
though that may take a
while for some officers.

“Nobody likes change,
least of all police officers.
We'’re naturally conserva-
tive people. ... Change is
always difficult” he said.
“Once they understand that
they will be abigger partofa
larger team working on the
problems that really matter
to Chicago, I think that they
will come around on it.”

When it’s all in place,
Beck said the new structure
would go a long way in
helping the department
make Chicago a safer place.

Outsiders who have led
the department before Beck
have tried to make their
mark with organizational
changes as well, with vary-
ing degrees of success.

Past superintendents
have shifted specialized re-
sources to the districts to
respond to violence — but
never at this level, Beck said.

And this time, the reas-
signed officers from special-
ized teams will answer to
the same boss — the deputy
area chief — in hopes that all
the varying skills can be
deployed quickly and in
coordination to stop the
unrelenting shootings.

At least one veteran su-
pervisor in a violent pocket
of the city welcomed the
resources and reliance on
deputy area chiefs to plan
strategies.

“If you have all of your
teams, your gang teams,
your narcotics teams, your
detectives working in lock-
step, if they are working
together and you have a
good strategy and a good
leader, you might really
have a chance at reducing
crime,” said the supervisor,
who was not authorized by
the department to speak
publicly.

asweeney@chicagotri-
bune.com

jgorner@chicagotri-
bune.com
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IN STORE & ONLINE

ONE DAY HOME SALE

SAVE 20-70*

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, EXTENDED HOURS!

PREVIEW DAY: FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, EXTENDED HOURS!

$12.99 - $2,699

RALPH LAUREN CHATEAU D'AX
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Reg. $33 Reg. $4.000
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ONE-OF-A-KIND RUGS** € 5007TC SATEEN QUEEN SHEETSET .

2 z Reg $165

CLOSEOUT!

SAVE 65%

: VICTORINOX SWISS ARMY
s NOVA LUGGAGE
 —————
: Orig. $620-$840

olacpmingaale’s

FREE SHIPPING FOR ALL LOYALLISTS ON ONLINE ORDERS, EVERY DAY. EVERYONE ELSE GETS FREE SHIPPING EVERY DAY ON ORDERS OF $150 OR MORE—AND $50 OR MORE IN
COSMETICS, SKIN CARE AND FRAGRANCES. PLUS, FREE RETURNS ON ONLINE ORDERS. OFFERS ARE VALID ONLY WHEN SHIPPING WITHIN THE U.S. SEE BLOOMINGDALES.COM/SHIPPING
FOR DETAILS. EXCLUDES FURNITURE, MATTRESSES & GIFT CARDS.

Sale ends February 1, 2020, unless otherwise indicated. REG./ORIG. PRICES REFLECT OFFERING PRICES. SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIGINAL PRICES MAY NOT HAVE BEEN IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS.

*Sale events apply to select items only. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken. Some items may be included in sales already in progress or in future sales. Orig./Now items will remain at advertised prices after event and are available while

supplies last. Savings are off regular, original, sale, and if-purchased-separately offering prices. Great Values are excluded from sale offers. If-purchased-separately prices are based on regular prices. Prices, savings and selection may differ on

bloomingdales.com. Merchandise and selection may vary by store. See bloomingdales.com to order or check merchandise, or check merchandise availability in your local store. Not valid at Bloomingdale’s The Outlet Store. U.S. stores only. For home

merchandise and luggage availability, please visit bloomingdales.com/homemerchandise. **Rug selection varies by store. Limited quantities. Savings off regular, original and already-reduced prices. Intermediate markdowns may have been
taken. Photos used are representative only. All sizes are approximate. Rug savings may not be combined with any other discount, promotion or certificate. All clearance items are while supplies last.
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People walk through the lobby Thursday of the DuSable Museum of African American History in Chicago. The museum is raising its entry fees.

DuSable

Continued from Page 1

say they want to see it
flourish.

A Chicago Public Schools
group was searching the
DusSable to find something
in the museum for each
letter of the alphabet. For W,
a Woolworth’s stool, and C,
an 1804 Charleston Courier
advertising slave sales. For
H, they could have picked
Harold Washington’s pin-
filled hat. For D, maybe Ida
B. Wells’ desk. Fred Hamp-
ton’s frayed green jacket
could have filled F, and M
would be covered by music
from the civil rights move-
ment.

“Places like this museum
are invaluable to provide an
opportunity for them to see
these artifacts and real-life
exhibits,” said Jenny Hobbs,
a homeschooling parent
who was visiting the muse-
um Thursday with her 8-
year-old daughter. “That’s
how they connect history.”

According to CEO Perri
Irmer, the DuSable Muse-
um has not raised fees since
2009 and is “still the best
bargain in town.”

At the Art Institute or the
Shedd Aquarium, a Chicago
resident adult ticket runs
around $20. Unlike other
museums, the DuSable does
not have a separate charge
for exhibits. Those wanting
to experience “The March,”
the virtual reality exhibit
culminating in King’s “I
Have a Dream” speech, only
have to pay the regular fee.

In 2009, the museum
cleared $3.5 million more in
income over costs, the Trib-
une reported, but the muse-
um saw financial losses in
later years. The museum
had a $1.3 million operating
deficit in 2016, the latest tax
filing the state has on

record.

The museum said it has
reduced the deficit in recent
years and in 2018 it was
$337,000.

The museum has also
survived high-profile lead-
ership changes. A third of
the board’s members, in-
cluding Chance the Rapper,
resigned in 2018. In 2015,
when the museum was
without permanent leader-
ship after CEO Carol Ad-
ams’ departure, artist Th-
easter Gates presented new
programming ideas that
caused controversy among
volunteers and loyalists.
Gates said he acted out of
love for “an institution on
the brink of near financial
collapse,” according to a
Tribune report.

Along with grants and
donations, admission fees
supplement a 2020 Park
District subsidy of $35.2
million divided among 11
museums.

Irmer said the museum
has historically been under-
funded, especially in rela-
tion to the city’s larger
museums. Along with off-
setting costs, the admission
fee increase is needed for
operating resources and ex-
panded programming, ac-
cording to the proposal.

The museum is consider-
ing adding a seventh day to
its schedule, expanding eve-
ning hours and opening
earlier ahead of possible
demand for “The March.”

Total admissions in-
creased 65% in the last four
years, according to the mu-
seum, but that jump is
partly due to free school
groups. DuSable reported a
31% increase in 2018 alone,
while other museums saw

decreases in attendance
that year.
About 5% of revenue

currently comes from ad-
mission, the museum said.
At the recent Park Dis-

Chicago Public Schools students look at and take notes on a civil rights display at the
DuSable Museum of African American History in Chicago on Thursday.

“I think the overall interest in African American history
has been piqued. I think also that is a function of the so-

ciopolitical influences that we are under currently.”
— DuSable Museum CEO Perri Irmer

trict meeting, the museum
initially proposed residents
bear the largest increase,
prompting questions from
among board members.

When commissioners
asked how the proposed
increase was calculated and
whether there was more
information on the break-
down of residents versus
nonresidents, DuSable offi-
cials didn’t provide specific
numbers. But Irmer said the
museum’s attendance is
shifting.

“Ever since the national
museum opened in D.C., we
are seeing a much bigger
influx of international visi-
tors and diverse visitors,”
Irmer said at the meeting. “I

think the overall interest in
African American history
has been piqued. I think
also that is a function of the
sociopolitical influences
that we are under currently.
And we are anticipating a
greater and greater number
of nonresident visitors with
the (Obama Presidential
Center).”

The museum said it
didn’t have projections of
how much revenue the ad-
mission fee increase could
generate, but said the “in-
crease is unrelated to ‘The
March.”” However, the ex-
hibit could increase overall
attendance, Irmer said.

After some debate, the
board approved increases

including an additional
$4.50 for residents and non-
residents, but President
Avis LaVelle asked DuSable
officials to be better pre-
pared in the future.

Board members said they
didn’t question the need for
a fee increase after more
than a decade, but they
wanted to see facts and
figures.

“The next time that you
come, you need to bring us
some more solid informa-
tion about who attends,
what your profit and loss is,
what’s your financial foot-
ing” LaVelle said. “We need
to know that so that we can
be clear with ourselves
about what it is that we’re

doing”

DuSable was founded in
1961 by a group including
Chicago historian and artist
Margaret Burroughs, and is
named for Jean Baptiste
Point du Sable, credited
with founding Chicago in
1779. Next year, the DuSable
will mark its 60th anniver-
sary.

The museum is on track
to be accredited with the
American Alliance of Muse-
ums in 2021, a marker of
professional standards. And
it hopes to begin the first
phase of the renovation of
the Roundhouse rotunda, a
long in the works project to
restore the Daniel Burn-
ham-designed building
with its kaleidoscopic burst
ceiling.

“I will say generally that
we are hopeful that we will
begin to see an improve-
ment, a positive improve-
ment, to a historically
underfunded scenario,”
Irmer said. “We’re no differ-
ent than any other arts and
culture institution in needi-
ng to increase funding.
There’s no news there.”

C. Vanessa White, who
teaches a course on black
spirituality at the Catholic
Theological Union, was
scouting the museum ahead
of a class trip coming up.
Last week, she said her
students read selections
from Burroughs’ poem
“What Shall T Tell My
Children Who Are Black.”

“I must find the truth of
heritage for myself and pass
it on to them,” Burroughs
wrote.

Without a museum high-
lighting the achievements
and history of African
Americans, White said, “we
would be journeying into
more of an environment of
invisibility.”

And, she said, “To know
your history is to know your
greatness.”
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Man charged after missing Cleveland
teen found in Riverside, pohce say

BY MADELINE BUCKLEY

A Riverside man is facing
charges after police said he
hid a 16-year-old girl who
ran away from her home in
Cleveland.

Juan Ocampo, 39, of the
first block of East Burling-
ton Street in the west sub-
urb, was arrested Monday
and is charged with one
count of harboring a miss-
ingjuvenile, obstruction of a
police officer and endanger-
ing the life of a child,
according to a news release
from the Riverside Police
Department.

The teenager was re-
ported missing by her fam-
ily about a month ago in
Cleveland, police said, and
her family learned that she
fled to Chicago. Location
services on her phone and
iPad indicated she was in
Riverside, the release said.

The Riverside Police De-
partment learned she might
be staying at Ocampo’s ad-
dress on East Burlington

Street and visited
the home multiple
times, the release
said. Each time,
Ocampo came to
the front door and
said he didn’t
know anything
about a missing
teenager. Detect-
ives were able to
look around the residence,
but did not find the girl.

On Sunday, police offi-
cers saw Ocampo dropping
people off at a Riverside
address. An officer made a
traffic stop and found
Ocampo in the car with his
daughter and another girl,
police said. Ocampo told
officers that the other girl
was also his daughter, ac-
cording to police.

Officers determined the
girl was the missing teen-
ager and took her to a
hospital for an overall
health exam. Her parents
drove from Cleveland to
pick up the girl, police said.

The parents took the girl

Ocampo

home, saying she
was too trauma-
tized to remain in
Riverside to aid in
the investigation,
which continues
with the help of
the Cleveland Po-
lice Department.

Ocampo told of-
ficers he is a min-
ister who “helps children
from abusive situations.” He
admitted to lying to officers
when they came to his
home looking for the girl,
police said.

“His claim that he has a
ministry that helps young
children on the streets of
Chicago and puts them in
his home in Riverside is
ludicrous,” Riverside police
Chief Thomas Weitzel said
in a statement.

Detectives continue to
investigate the nature of
Ocampo’s relationship with
the girl. Police said she bore
no signs of physical abuse
but showed “obvious signs
of psychological abuse.”
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NIU eliminating test
scores in undergrad

admissions process

By DAWN RHODES

Northern Illinois Uni-
versity is getting rid of
standardized tests next
year, joining a growing con-
tingent of colleges that are
minimizing the role of SAT
and ACT scores in under-
graduate admissions.

High school seniors ap-
plying to the DeKalb-based
university no longer will
have to submit test scores,
university officials an-
nounced Wednesday. In-
stead, seniors with at least
a 3.0 GPA will auto-
matically be accepted to the
school.

The “test-blind” policy
goes into effect for those
students applying for the
fall 2021 term. Those apply-
ing to NIU’s honors pro-
gram also no longer will
need to submit scores.

“This new policy comes
from our deep commitment
to making a college educa-
tion both accessible and
equitable for a broad and
diverse student popula-
tion,” NIU President Lisa
Freeman said in a state-
ment. “It reflects our efforts
campus-wide to eliminate
unnecessary and biased
barriers throughout a stu-
dent’s educational path.”

NIU is the only uni-
versity locally to eliminate
test scores, but several oth-
ers have adopted “test-op-
tional” admissions. The
University of Chicago be-
came the first top-tier
school to do so, implement-
ing the policy in 2018.
DePaul University also has
made test scores optional
for its applicants since 2012.

More recently, Southern
Illinois University Carbon-
dale announced in Decem-
ber it will implement test-
optional admissions. West-
ern Illinois University in
Macomb also is test-op-
tional and changed its poli-
cies in the fall to guarantee
admission to students with
more than a 3.3. GPA.

Western requests that
students with lower than a
3.3 GPA, however, submit
test scores.

In de-emphasizing test
scores, schools have ac-
knowledged how the test
score industry has — how-
ever unwittingly —created
inequities that favor high-
income students who can

invest in test preparation.
Such issues were brought to
the forefront in the so-
called Varsity Blues admis-
sions scandal, revealing
how wealthy parents spent
heavily to help their chil-
dren cheat on standardized
tests and gain admission to
some of the country’s most
selective institutions.

College officials long
would try to reassure stu-
dents that the admissions
process involves far more
than test scores, saying
grades, essays and other
materials gave a better pic-
ture of a student’s capa-
bilities. Still, some admis-
sions officials said it was
difficult to convey that mes-
sage until their schools
dropped the test score re-
quirement.

“Once we know a high
school student’s GPA, one
standardized test score is
irrelevant,” NIU Provost
Beth Ingram said in a state-
ment. “We believe that this
will encourage good stu-
dents to focus on getting the
most out of their high
school classes.”

The changes in the ad-
missions policy come as
NIU has struggled to stem
steep enrollment declines.
The number of first-time
freshman students at NIU
has been stable for years.
But overall enrollment has
dropped 32% since 2009,
according to state data.

The same is true in Car-
bondale and at Macomb.
Total enrollment at SIU
declined 42.5% since 20009,
from 20,350 to 11,695 stu-
dents. Western’s enrollment
has dropped by 40% in the
past decade, from 12,679 to
7,624.

“Standardized tests are
not necessarily a reflection
of how successful a student
is, or can be” Western’s
Interim President Martin
Abraham said in October.
“We feel that the grade
point average is a good
indicator of a student’s aca-
demic ability as the GPA
encompasses not just
grades achieved on exams,
but for projects, homework
and more. It’s a reflection of
the work a student puts into
his/her overall schoolwork
in order to be successful.”

drhodes@chicagotri-
bune.com

Prosecutor: Boy shot
as parents fought

BY ALICE YIN
AND WILLIAM LEE

Travis McCoy and Adri-
ana Smith were arguing
over finding another place
to live.

A gun fell from McCoy’s
jacket as they quarreled and
both of them scrambled for
it. The gun went off, the
bullet ricocheting and hit
their 23-month-old son in
the side of the head, prose-
cutors said Thursday as the
married couple appeared
side by side in court.

In the frantic moments
that followed, McCoy
scooped up the boy and ran
to Weiss Memorial Hospital
down the street from the
Uptown apartment, prose-
cutors said. Smith stayed
behind, cleaning up some of
the blood before leaving the
apartment and tossing the
weapon into a neighbor-
hood park, authorities said.

McCoy ran into police
officers outside the hospital
and told them a story about
being fired on while walk-
ing in the alley with his son.

But police and prose-
cutors said the story quickly
fell apart when a cadre of
patrolmen, evidence tech-
nicians and detectives were
unable to find any signs of a
shooting anywhere on the
street, as McCoy watched
for about 30 minutes from a
police vehicle, authorities
said. Police went to the
home, saw blood through-
out, and found a spent shell
casing, a bullet hole and a
shattered window.

Doctors told police that
the bullet struck the boy’s
right temple, but said bullet
fragments hadn’t pene-
trated his skull and he was
expected to be released
from hospital Thursday.

McCoy, 26, was charged
with making a false com-
plaint to 911 and Smith with

obstruction of justice and
destroying evidence. They
were also charged with a
misdemeanor count of
causing a child to be endan-
gered.

Surveillance cameras at
Smith’s apartment building
in the 800 block of West
Eastwood Avenue captured
her cleaning up blood, as
well as leaving the apart-
ment with her 7-year-old
daughter to dispose of the
gun, Assistant State’s Attor-
ney Lorraine Scaduto said
during a bail hearing at the
Leighton Criminal Court
Building at 26th Street and
California Avenue.

According to prose-
cutors, the quarrel between
the couple, married for nine
years, escalated after Smith
threatened to call the police
on McCoy, who then tossed
her phone through a win-
dow in the apartment,
Scaduto said. Smith re-
sponded by throwing a
jacket at McCoy, which is
when the handgun fell from
the coat, she added. The
weapon discharged as both
grabbed an end of the gun.

“This is a horrible, hor-
rible tragedy;” said Circuit
Judge Arthur Wesley Willis
said Thursday as tears
streamed down McCoy’s
face. But a tragedy that
could have been “reason-
ably prevented” if McCoy,
who has a prior felony
conviction in North Car-
olina, hadn’t had a weapon,
the judge said, in ordering
each parent held on $10,000
bail.

He said he was troubled
by the parents’ actions after
the shooting, but noted that
the felonies against them
were fairly minor with pro-
bation as a possible sen-
tence. More serious felony
charges weren’t filed as the
gun hadn’t yet been located,
authorities said.
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WHO declares gic

US issues advisory
not to go to China

after fatal outbreak

By MARIA CHENG
AND JAMEY KEATEN
Associated Press

GENEVA — The World
Health Organization de-
clared the outbreak sparked
by a new virus in China that
has spread to more than a
dozen countries as a global
emergency Thursday after
the number of cases spiked
more than tenfold in a week.

The U.N. health agency
defines an international
emergency as an “extraordi-
nary event” that constitutes
arisk to other countries and
requires a coordinated in-
ternational response.

China first informed
WHO about cases of the
new virus in late December.
To date, China has reported
9,692 cases including 213
deaths.

Eighteen other countries
have since reported cases, as
scientists race to under-
stand how exactly the virus
is spreading and how severe
itis.

Experts say there is sig-
nificant evidence the virus
is spreading among people
in China and have noted
with concern instances in
other countries, including
the United States, where
there have also been iso-
lated cases of human-to-
human transmission.

Earlier, WHO director-
general Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, speaking to
reporters in Geneva, noted
the worrisome spread of the
virus between people out-
side China.

“The main reason for this
declaration is not because of
what is happening in China
but because of what is

happening in other coun-
tries,” he said. “Our greatest
concern is the potential for
this virus to spread to coun-
tries with weaker health
systems which are ill-pre-
pared to deal with it

“This declaration is not a
vote of non-confidence in
China,” he said. “On the
contrary, WHO continues
to have the confidence in
China’s capacity to control
the outbreak”

A declaration of a global
emergency typically brings
greater money and re-
sources, but may also
prompt governments to re-
strict travel and trade to
affected countries. The an-
nouncement also imposes
more disease reporting re-
quirements on countries.

The State Department

late Thursday issued a “do
not travel” to China advis-
ory, its strongest warning
reserved for dangerous
situations.

In the wake of numerous
airlines canceling flights to
China and businesses in-
cluding Starbucks and
McDonald’s temporarily
closing hundreds of shops,
Tedros said WHO was not
recommending limiting
travel or trade to China.

“There is no reason for
measures that unnecessari-
ly interfere with interna-
tional travel and trade,” he
said.

On Thursday, France
confirmed that a doctor
who was in contact with a
patient with the new virus
later became infected him-
self. The doctor is now

being treated in an isolated
room at a Paris hospital.
Outbreak specialists worry
that the spread of new
viruses from patients to
health workers can signal
the virus is becoming ad-
apted to human transmis-
sion.

Russia announced it was
closing its 2,600-mile bor-
der with China, joining
Mongolia and North Korea
in barring crossings to
guard against a new viral
outbreak. It had been de
facto closed because of the
Lunar New Year holiday,
but Russian authorities said
the closure would be ex-
tended until March 1.

Meanwhile, the United
States and South Korea con-
firmed their first cases of
person-to-person spread of

bal emer

GEOVIEN SO/SOPA IMAGES
Residents wear protective masks amid a deadly viral outbreak while crossing a street Thursday in Hong Kong.

the virus.

The man in the US. is
married to a 60-year-old
Chicago woman who got
sick from the virus after she
returned from a trip to
Wuhan, the Chinese city
that is the epicenter of the
outbreak.

The case in South Korea
was a 56-year-old man who
had contact with a patient
who was diagnosed with
the new virus earlier.

Although scientists ex-
pect to see limited transmis-
sion of the virus between
people with close contact,
like within families, the in-
stances of spread to people
who may have had less
exposure to the virus in
Japan and Germany is wor-
rying,

In Japan, a man in his 60s

gency

caught the virus after work-
ing as a bus driver for two
tour groups from Wuhan.

In Germany, a man in his
30s was sickened after a
Chinese colleague from
Wuhan visited his office for
a business meeting. Three
other workers at the same
factory later became in-
fected. The woman had
shown no symptoms of the
virus until her flight back to
China.

“That’s the kind of trans-
mission chain that we don’t
want to see,” said Marion
Koopmans, an infectious
diseases specialist at Eras-
mus University Medical
Center in the Netherlands
and a member of WHO’s
emergency committee.

Koopmans said more in-
formation was needed
about how the virus was
spread in these instances
and whether it meant the
virus was more infectious
than previously thought or
if there was something un-
usual in those circum-
stances.

Mark Harris, a professor
of virology at Leeds Uni-
versity, said it appears that
the spread of the virus
among people is probably
easier than initially pre-
sumed.

“If transmission between
humans was difficult, then
the numbers would have
plateaued,” he said.

Harris said the limited
amount of virus spread be-
yond China suggested the
outbreak could still be con-
tained, but that if people are
spreading the disease be-
fore they show symptoms —
as some Chinese politicians
and researchers have sug-
gested — that could com-
promise control efforts.

The New York Times con-
tributed.

Trump’s new Medicaid
offer has tricky trade-offs

More control for
states in exchange
for funding limits

BY RICARDO
ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
Trump administration
Thursday offered states
more control over Medicaid
spending for some of their
poorest residents, but first
governors must accept a
limit on how much the feds
kick in.

That’s a potentially tricky
deal for states facing rising
costs in the federal-state
health program for low-
income people. Although
Oklahoma’s Republican
governor quickly embraced
the concept, it’s unclear
how many others will fol-
low.

With President Donald
Trump already getting poor
marks from the public for
his handling of health care,
the Medicaid plan is likely
to provide more election-
year talking points for
Democrats. It dovetails
with Trump administration
efforts to restrain spending
on other programs that help
the poor, including food
stamps and housing assist-
ance.

Seema Verma, head of
the Centers for Medicaid
and Medicaid Services, said
the idea behind the admin-
istration’s “Healthy Adult
Opportunity” is to improve
the quality of care for the
poor while controlling
costs.

But the American Medi-
cal Association and a pro-
fessional society represent-
ing cancer doctors warned
against limits on Medicaid
financing, and advocates for
low-income people said the
administration wants to
weaken the social safety net.

Prominent Democratic
lawmakers suggested
Trump doesn’t have the
legal authority to make
states such an offer, and a
public advocacy law firm
said it’s weighing a lawsuit.

As unveiled by Verma,
the complex block grant
proposal would be a first
step to changing a long-
standing financial arrange-
ment between Washington
and the states.

The federal share of
Medicaid is now open-
ended, meaning that a state
is at least partly protected
from unpleasant surprises
like a new, $300,000 pre-
scription drug or an econo-
mic downturn that swells
enrollment.

Outlined in a letter from

Verma to state Medicaid
directors, the deal is op-
tional for states. To get it,
they’d have to apply for a
federal waiver.

Its scope would be re-
stricted to coverage for
“able-bodied” adults under
65. A state could not put
nursing home residents,
disabled people or very low-
income pregnant women
and children into the new
plan. The federal govern-
ment would not limit its
Medicaid contribution for
these groups, considered
the most sensitive.

“Our focus is to change
the whole paradigm and to
reset the framework of how
we’re working with states,”
said Verma. “We are provid-
ing them this upfront flex-
ibility, and the federal gov-
ernment is in the role of
monitoring the program.”

In exchange for op-
erating under a fixed federal
allocation, states, among
other things, would be able
to:

B Limit what prescription
drugs and benefits will be
covered, within certain
guidelines.

B Waive a current Medicaid
benefit that allows a low-
income person to get retro-
active coverage for medical
care going back three
months.

B Use copays to steer Medi-
caid recipients to services
that are deemed to have the
highest value.

B Share in savings with the
federal government, under
certain conditions.

B Require Medicaid recipi-
ents to work, get schooling
and training, or volunteer in
their communities.

One potential twist is
whether GOP-led states
that have refused the Af-
fordable Care Act’s Medi-
caid expansion would be
more receptive under the
terms proposed by the ad-
ministration. For example,
Oklahoma voters will get to
decide on a Medicaid ex-
pansion ballot initiative this

T.J. KIRKPATRICK/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Seema Verma, head of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, who unveiled the
new program Thursday, speaks at the White House as the president looks on in November.

year, and Republican Gow.
Kevin Stitt has expressed
interest in a block grant as
part of an alternative ap-
proach.

Stitt spoke at the formal
presentation of the Trump
plan, calling it a “game-
changer” and saying his
administration will get to
work immediately on its
proposal.

Verma said the plan
could raise the bar on medi-
cal care for the poor. States
would have to agree to
report a series of health
indicators as a condition of
participating.

“If a state set up some-
thing that was onerous, that
would be an impetus for the

federal government to take
action,” she said.

Medicaid is a $600 bil-
lion federal-state program
that covers about 70 million
low-income people, from
elderly nursing home resi-
dents to many newborns.

President Barack Oba-
ma’s health care law gave
states the option of expand-
ing it. Most states have done
so, covering millions more
able-bodied adults. Polls
show the program has
widespread public support.

House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said Thursday that
after failing to repeal the
Obama law, the adminis-
tration is now trying to “cap
and cut” Medicaid.

Date apps face inquiry over underage use, sex offenders

BY BARBARA ORTUTAY
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — A
U.S. House subcommittee is
investigating popular dating
services such as Tinder and
Bumble for allegedly allow-
ing minors and sex offend-
ers to use their services.

Bumble, Grindr, The
Meet Group and the Match
Group, which owns such
popular services as Tinder,
Match.com and OkCupid,
are the targets of the investi-
gation by the House Over-
sight and Reform subcom-

mittee on economic and
consumer policy.

In separate letters Thurs-
day to the companies, the
subcommittee is seeking in-
formation on users’ ages,
procedures for verifying
ages, and any complaints
about assaults, rape or the
use of the services by mi-
nors. It is also asking for the
services’ privacy policies
and details on what users
see when they review and
agree to the policies.

Although the minimum
age for using internet serv-
icesistypically13inthe U.S.,

dating services require
users to be at least 18
because of concerns about
sexual predators.

“Our concern about the
underage use of dating apps
is heightened by reports
that many popular free dat-
ing apps permit registered
sex offenders to use them,
while the paid versions of
these same apps screen out
registered sex offenders,”
Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi,
the Illinois Democrat who
heads the subcommittee,
said in a statement.

Match Group said it uses

“every tool possible” to keep
minors and bad actors off its
services and continues to
invest in technology to keep
users safe.

In an emailed statement,
the company said the prob-
lem was broader and re-
quires other parties, includ-
ing app stores that know
who their users are, “to do
their part as well.”

Match added that the
national sex offender regis-
try needs to be updated, so
that perpetrators’ digital
footprints can be tracked
and blocked by social media

and dating services.

Besides safety issues, the
investigation also seeks to
address concerns about
data the services request to
make matches.

Such information may
include sexual orientation,
gender identity, political
views, and drug, alcohol
and tobacco use.

Match Group parent
company IAC has said it
shares information with
third parties only when it is
“deemed necessary to op-
erate its platform” with

third party apps.

AARON LAVINSKY/
MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE

A Tinder user checks notes.
Dating services require
users to be at least 18.
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House approves measures
to curb Trump’s Iran moves

BY MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Refo-
cusing a debate on war and
peace amid the Senate im-
peachment trial, the Demo-
cratic-controlled House on
Thursday approved mea-
sures reasserting congres-
sional authority over war
powers.

In separate votes, the
House passed a proposal to
repeal the 2002 congres-
sional authorization for the
war in Iraq as well as a plan
to prevent tax dollars from
being used to take military
action against Iran without
congressional approval. Re-
peal of the 2002 authoriza-
tion was approved 236-166,
while the funding measure
on Iran passed 228-175.

The actions follow a Jan.
9 vote by the House as-
serting that President Don-
ald Trump must seek ap-
proval from Congress be-
fore engaging in further
military action against Iran.

Democrats said the three
measures, taken together,
would reassert Congress’
constitutional authority in
questions of war and peace
and sending American
forces into harm’s way.

“For far too long, Con-
gress has been missing in
action on matters of war
and peace,” said Rep. Bar-
bara Lee, D-Calif, who
sponsored the measure re-
pealing 2002 war authori-
zation.

She called the repeal vote
long overdue. “It is time to
end giving blank checks to
any president to wage end-
less wars,” she said.

Noting that presidents
from both parties have used
the “outdated” 2002 resolu-
tion to justify military ac-
tion in the Middle East, Lee
said leaving the resolution
in place “is not only danger-
ous but irresponsible.”

Republicans said Lee and
fellow Democrats were the
ones acting irresponsibly.

“After President Trump
took decisive action to take
out a brutal Iranian terror-

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

The House bills are unlikely to move forward in the Senate
and face veto threats from the White House. Above, the
Capitol is reflected in the Russell Senate Office Building.

ist responsible for the
deaths of hundreds of
Americans, Democrats now
seek to restrain our presi-
dent and restrict his ability
to protect our nation,” said
Louisiana Rep. Steve Sca-
lise, the No. 2 House Repub-
lican.

The bills sponsored by
Lee and Rep. Ro Khanna,
D-Calif, “severely restrict
the president’s authority to
protect Americans from
terrorist threats and fight
ISIS,” Scalise said, referring
to the Islamic State group.

The House bills are un-
likely to move forward in
the Republican-controlled
Senate, and they face veto
threats from the White
House.

The White House said
repeal of the 2002 war
authorization would under-
mine the president’s ability
to defend US. forces and
interests in the region
against threats from Iran
and Iranian-sponsored
proxies. The White House
also said it would “embold-
en our enemies with the
recognizable goal of out-
lasting us”

According to the White
House, the spending mea-
sure in Iran would hinder
Trump’s ability to protect
U.S. diplomats, forces and
interests in the region from
the threat posed by Iran and
its proxies.

Khanna said his measure

would not prevent the pres-
ident from acting to defend
US. interests, but says Con-
gress must authorize
spending U.S. resources on
any military action.

“It’s high time Congress
reasserted our power of the
purse and made clear to any
president that they must
come to us first before
taking any offensive mili-
tary action. War should
always be a last resort;” he
said.

The House approved a
nonbinding resolution Jan.
9 asserting that Trump
must seek approval from
Congress before engaging
in further military action
against Iran. The vote fol-
lowed a Jan. 3 U.S. drone
strike that killed a top
Iranian general in Iraq.

House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi called the killing of
Gen. Qassem Soleimani
“provocative and dispro-
portionate.”

Democrats and several
Republicans called Trump
administration briefings on
the attack inadequate.

The Senate has not acted
on proposal by Sen. Tim
Kaine, D-Va., asserting that
Trump must seek approval
from Congress before en-
gaging in further military
action against Iran. Kaine
said earlier this month that
he has at least 51 votes to
support the bipartisan reso-
lution.

Image of ‘harmless old man’
hangs over Weinstein trial

BY JAMES QUEALLY
AND LAURA NEWBERRY
Los Angeles Times

NEW YORK — Moments
before opening statements
in his landmark criminal
trial last week, Harvey We-
instein entered the court-
room hanging onto another
man’s arm, looking as ifhe’d
collapse to the ground if left
to walk on his own.

Moving slowly with a
pronounced limp, the 67-
year-old disgraced Holly-
wood titan was led to the
defense table. Other days,
he would use a walker to
reach his seat.

As Manhattan Assistant
District Attorney Meghan
Hast outlined the horrific
acts Weinstein is accused
of, she repeatedly described
a very different version of
the mogul — a hulking,
towering figure who en-
joyed an extreme height
and weight advantage over
the women he was accused
of terrorizing.

“The man seated on that
side of the courtroom, de-
spite what your eyes are
looking at, is not a harmless
old man,” Hast said.

Through the first week
of testimony at Weinstein’s
sexual assault trial, prose-
cutors have continually
asked witnesses to describe
the mogul’s girth and phys-
ical stature in the early
1990s, 2006 and 2013 — the
time frames in which three
different women say Wein-
stein raped them in Man-
hattan.

Causing jurors to focus
on images of a confident,
6-foot, 300-plus-pound
version of Weinstein from
back then, rather than the
frail man struggling to
stand on his own two feet
now, could play a signifi-
cant role in deliberations,
legal experts say.

“If youre not a fully
functioning human, the
judge or jury may make a
conscious or subconscious
calculation: that you can’t
be held fully responsible for
your actions” said Wendy

DAVID DEE DELGADO/GETTY

Former Hollywood film producer Harvey Weinstein leaves
Manhattan Criminal Court in New York City on Thursday.

Murphy, a professor of sex-
ual violence law at New
England Law in Boston and
a former sex crimes prose-
cutor.

Weinstein is charged
with first-degree rape, two
counts of predatory sexual
assault, one count of first-
degree sexual assault and
one count of third-degree
rape. He has denied all
wrongdoing, and his attor-
neys have argued that each
alleged assault was a con-
sensual affair.

Weinstein underwent
spinal decompression
surgery in December, just
weeks before his trial was
set to begin, leaving him
bent over and reliant on a
walker. The mogul has said
the surgery was needed
because he developed se-
vere back pain after he was
involved in an August 2019
car crash in Bedford, New
York.

Bedford police, however,
have said Weinstein was
not hospitalized as a result
of the crash and that there
were no injuries reported to
them on the day of the
accident.

Four of Weinstein’s ac-
cusers have taken the stand
in the last week, and prose-
cutors have asked each to
contrast their own slight

frames with the mogul’s.
Pictures of the Miramax
co-founder’s barrel-like
build have been displayed
on a projector between the
jury box and the witness
stand day after day,
oftentimes dwarfing the
women who were detailing
their allegations just a few
feet away.

As actress Annabella
Sciorra recounted the night
she says Weinstein forced
his way into her apartment
and raped her in 1993 or
1994, she described herself
as a full foot shorter and
nearly 200 pounds lighter
than he was. At one point,
prosecutors asked her to
stand up and demonstrate
why she couldn’t run past
him to escape.

“He kept coming at me
and I felt very overpowered
because he was very big”
she said last week.

Weinstein and his associ-
ates have denied the back
surgery was timed to have
any influence on the trial.

“It was a back problem
that grew more painful and
worsened with every step
he took after that accident,
which eventually led to the
need for the surgery,” said
Juda Engelmayer, a spokes-
man for Weinstein. “There
is no strategy on this.”

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

Democratic presidential candidate and former NYC Mayor
Michael Bloomberg is skipping the lowa caucuses Monday.

Bloomberg, Trump to air ads on Super Bowl

By JiLL COLVIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Democratic presidential
candidate Michael
Bloomberg will use his Su-
per Bowl ad to highlight his
efforts to combat gun vi-
olence, while President
Donald Trump will focus on
his economic record as the
two candidates face off dur-
ing the year’s most-watched
television event.

Trump and Bloomberg
will broadcast dueling ads
during Sunday’s NFL

championship game, with
each campaign spending an
estimated $10 million on 60
seconds of airtime.

Bloomberg’s spot, in-
stead of an attack ad as
some had reported, will
feature a grieving mother
who lost her son to gun
violence.

The focus underscores
the former New York City
mayor’s efforts to contrast
himself with Trump as he
tries to build a national
profile with a highly uncon-
ventional ad-driven cam-
paign that is looking to get

under the president’s skin.

For Trump’s campaign,
the aim is to make the case
that even if voters are
turned off by the president’s
style, they are better off now
under him than they were
four years ago.

Sunday’s broadcast
comes one day before To-
wa’s first-in-the-nation cau-
cuses, though neither can-
didate is competing.

Trump has an ironclad
hold on the Republican
nomination, while
Bloomberg is skipping the
four early voting states to

focus instead on Super
Tuesday contests March 3.

Trump’s campaign will
air two ads during the game,
both 30 seconds long. One,
released Thursday, high-
lights Trump’s record, espe-
cially on the economy, citing
continued wage growth and
the record low unemploy-
ment rate.

Bloomberg’s ad will air
after the halftime show in
Florida.

It’s apparently the first
time a presidential cam-
paign has purchased na-
tional Super Bowl time.

Senate

Continued from Page 1

witnesses, decide whom to
call or do nearly anything
else in the trial.

Chief Justice John Rob-
erts, presiding over the
chamber, could break a tie,
but that seems unlikely.

The chief justice did ex-
ercise authority Thursday
with arebuttal to a question
posed by Sen. Rand Paul,
R-Ky,, designed to expose
the name of the anonymous
whistleblower whose com-
plaint about Trump’s
phone call with Ukraine’s
new president led to the
impeachment inquiry.

Roberts had communi-
cated through his staff to
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell’s office
that he did not want to read
the whistleblower’s name,
according to a Republican
source granted anonymity.

“The presiding officer
declines to read the ques-
tion as submitted,” he said.

Even though McConnell
hasnot yetlocked down the
votes, the calendar he engi-
neered at the start of the
trial is now proving immov-
able as Democrats are
pressing hard to force the
Senate to call more wit-
nesses to testify.

Thursday’s testimony in-
cluded pleas to the senators
who will decide Trump’s
fate, to either stop a presi-
dent who Democrats said
tried to cheat in the 2016
election and will again, or
to shut down impeachment
proceedings that Republi-

cans insisted were never
more than a partisan attack.

“Let’s give the country a
trial they can be proud of”
said Rep. Adam Schiff, the
lead prosecutor for House
Democrats. Americans, he
said, know what it takes for
a fair trial and won’t stand
for anything less.

Trump attorney Eric
Herschmann countered
that Democrats are only
prosecuting the president
because they can’t beat him
in the 2020 election.

“We trust the American
people to decide who
should be our president,”

Herschmann said. “Enough
is Enough. Stop all of this.”

McConnell is toiling to
keep Friday’s vote on
schedule even as the trial is
unearthing fresh evidence
from Bolton’s new book
and raising alarms among
Democrats and some Re-
publicans about a Trump
attorney’s controversial de-
fense.

In a day-after tweet,
Trump attorney Alan Der-
showitz complained about
the portrayal of his testi-
mony Wednesday night
when he said a president is
essentially immune from

impeachment if he believes
his actions to be in the
“national interest.”

That idea left even some
of Trump’s top allies back-
ing away, including Der-
showitz.

“They characterized my
argument as if I had said
that if a president believes
that his reelection was in
the national interest, he can
do anything” the retired
professor said Thursday. “I
said nothing like that, as
anyone who actually heard
what I said can attest.”

His words: “Every public
official that I know believes

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES
Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., leaves a news conference after his whistleblower question was rejected at the impeachment trial.

that his election is in the
public interest. And if a
president does something
which he believes will help
him get elected is in the
public interest, that cannot
be the kind of quid pro quo
that results in impeach-
ment.”

Asked about it as one of
the first questions Thurs-
day, Schiff, said, “Have we
learned nothing in the last
half-century?”

Schiff drew on the
lessons of the Nixon era to
warn of a “normalization of
lawlessness” in the Trump
presidency.

“That argument — if the
president says it, it can’t be
illegal — failed when Rich-
ard Nixon was forced to
resign,” Schiff told the
senators. “But that argu-
ment may succeed here,
now.”

Trump was impeached
by the House last month on
charges that he abused his
power, jeopardizing
Ukraine and U.S.-Ukraine
relations. Democrats say
Trump asked the vulnera-
ble ally to investigate Joe
Biden and debunked theo-
ries of 2016 election inter-
ference, temporarily halt-
ing American security aid
to the country as it battled
Russia at its border.

The second article of
impeachment says Trump
then obstructed the House
probe in a way that threat-
ened the nation’s system of
checks and balances.

“This is not a banana
republic,” said Rep. Ha-
keem Jeffries, D-NY,, re-
jecting the White House
counsel’s suggestion there
was nothing wrong with
seeking foreign election in-
terference.

Democrats played a vi-
deo showing the many
times Trump called on Rus-
sia or China to intervene in
U.S. politics, voicing his
own belief such informa-
tion could be helpful in a
campaign.

Trump has argued that
his dealings with Ukraine
have been “perfect.”

Senators have dis-
patched with nearly 100
queries Wednesday and
dozens more Thursday
during the final arguments.
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Kenya’s new IDs may exclude millions

Minorities facing
additional scrutiny
when applying

By ABDI LATIF DAHIR
The New York Times

NAIROBI, Kenya — For
all his 73 years, Ahmed
Khalil Kafe lived as a citizen
of Kenya.

Born in the capital, Nai-
robi, Kafe worked as a
police officer and even
served with the presidential
guard, court documents
show. But last April, when
he tried to register for a
national ID in the giant
biometric database that
President Uhuru Kenyatta
has said will be the “single
source of truth” on Kenya’s
population, he was turned
away.

Now, Kafe said, “My life is
in limbo.”

In an ambitious new ini-
tiative, the Kenyan govern-
ment is planning to assign
each citizen a unique identi-
fication number that will be
required to go to school, get
health care and housing,
register to vote, get married
and obtain a driver’s license,
bank account and even a
mobile phone number. In
preparation, nearly 40 mil-
lion Kenyans have already
had their fingerprints and
faces scanned by a new
biometric system that
ramped up last spring.

But millions of ethnic,
racial and religious minor-
ities — like Kafe, who is a
Kenyan of Nubian descent
— are running into obstacles
and facing additional scru-
tiny when they apply for the
documents required to get a
biometric ID. Many have
faced outright rejection.

Now the biometric ID
plan is being challenged in
court by civil rights organi-
zations, which say it is
disenfranchising members
of minority groups. The
high court is expected to
rule this week on whether
the project is constitutional.

“The government is digi-
tizing discrimination,” said
Shafi Ali, chairman of the
Nubian Rights Forum, one
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of three civil rights groups
that brought the court chal-
lenge. Without an ID card
and identification number,
he said, “you are totally a
living dead.”

The Kenyan Interior
Ministry, which is leading
the biometric project —
known as the National Inte-
grated Identity Manage-
ment System — declined to
comment on anything about
it, citing the pending court
case.

Such identity projects are
increasingly common and
sometimes even lauded by
global institutions like the
World Bank for their poten-
tial to increase access to
financial services and en-
sure transparent elections.

But as in India, where the
government has come
under withering criticism
for forcing nearly 2 million
people to prove their citi-
zenship or risk being de-
clared stateless, Kenya’s

program has been de-
nounced for further mar-
ginalizing already vulnera-
ble populations.

“There is the real risk,”
said Keren Weitzberg, a
researcher at University
College London who is
studying the biometric pro-
gram in Kenya, that the IDs
“will only reproduce exist-
ing inequalities and exacer-
bate debates over who is
‘really’ a Kenyan.”

Kenya is a diverse coun-
try with a history of tensions
between ethnic groups. In-
dians and Nubians, whose
ancestors were brought to
Kenya as workers by British
colonial authorities, have
struggled for generations to
be accepted as full citizens.
Kenyans of Somali descent
have faced particular suspi-
cion and discrimination —
even being rounded up and
held for days in a stadium —
in the wake of terrorist
attacks by militant group
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Ahmed Khalil Kafe, who is of Nubian descent, was turned away when he tried to register for a national ID in Kenya.

al-Shabab.

In Kenya, to secure a
biometric identification
number — known as a

Huduma Namba, or “serv-
ice number” in Swahili —
adults must provide a na-
tional identity card, while
birth certificates are re-
quired for those under 18.

The Kenyan government
haslong made itharder —or
even impossible — for mem-
bers of some ethnic groups,
among them Nubians, So-
malis, Maasais, Boranas, In-
dians and Arabs, to apply for
the documents required for
national ID cards.

They may be asked to
present land titles or the
papers of their grand-
parents, or be questioned by
security agents. And often,
they can apply only on
specific days of the week or
in certain seasons, espe-
cially in small towns and
rural areas.

Members of some of

these communities live
along Kenya’s borders, and
government officials say
they have introduced some
measures to keep out those
who pose a security risk, or
people fleeing war in neigh-
boring Somalia. But the
measures also affect pa-
storalists who cross back-
and-forth along the coun-
try’s borders, such as the
Maasai and Samburu.

The added hurdles have
affected at least 5 million of
Kenya’s 475 million people,
leading to delays in proc-
essing their ID cards and
outright denials, said Laura
Goodwin, citizenship pro-
gram director for Namati,
an international legal justice
group.

Human rights advocates
say that many people were
turned away during the
biometric registration drive
last April and May. If the
biometric ID system goes
ahead, Goodwin said, mil-

lions could end up without
identification numbers.

Many Kenyans in towns
and villages outside Nairobi
and other major cities lack
papers because their local
registration centers are far
away. Or they have to wait
longer for papers because
those centers are over-
whelmed.

The government has also
drawn criticism over the
mechanism it used to insti-
tute the Huduma project,
whose initial cost was proj-
ected at over $74 million.

It was introduced in Par-
liament using a procedure
usually reserved for minor
changes to existing laws,
and its first iteration sought
to collect DNA and GPS
data, both of which were
barred by a court in April.
The legislation detailing
how the system would work
was not published until
July, after the registration
drive had ended.

The law also imposes
fines and criminal penalties,
including prison time, for
failing to register — which
critics have called dispro-
portionate.

“You shouldn’t have to
blackmail people into doing
things that are for their own
good,” said Nanjala Nyabola,
author of “Digital Democ-
racy, Analogue Politics:
How the internet Era is
Transforming Politics in
Kenya”

For Kafe, at least, there
may be a glimmer of hope.

After he agreed to testify
in court in the challenge to
the Huduma program, he
said, registration officials
visited his home and said
they would process his
documents.

In September, he was
given a “waiting card,”
which the government sup-
plies while a national ID is
being processed. But it
could be months or even
years before his identity
card is delivered, if he re-
ceives one at all.

“When does a Kenyan
become Kenyan?” Kafe
asked. “We need a system
that’s good for all. We need
equality”
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A woman holds up the Union and the European Union flags at an event called “Brussels
calling” to celebrate the friendship between Belgium and Britain on Thursday in Brussels.

Brexit will end election roles
for expat Britons in Europe

BY JOHN LEICESTER
Associated Press

SAINT-MARTIAL-
SUR-ISOP, France — For
many Britons living in
towns and villages across
Europe, the stroke of mid-
night Friday will mean los-
ing the right to vote and run
for office, with Brexit act-
ing as an electoral guillo-
tine on those privileges.
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