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physicians for their brave sacrifice in the face of
this daunting coronavirus pandemic. Their service
to patients and families is saving countless lives
and making thousands of differences.
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WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump is extending the
voluntary national shutdown for a
month as sickness and death from
the coronavirus pandemic rise in
the U.S.

The initial 15-day period of
social distancing urged by the
federal government expires Mon-
day, and Trump had expressed
interest in relaxing the national
guidelines at least in parts of the
country less afflicted by the pan-
demic. 

But instead he decided to ex-
tend them through April 30, a tacit
acknowledgment he’d been too

optimistic. Many states and local
governments have stiffer controls
in place on mobility and gather-
ings.

Trump’s impulse to restore
normalcy met a sober reality
check Sunday from Dr. Anthony
Fauci, the government’s top infec-
tious disease expert, who said the
U.S. could experience more than
100,000 deaths and millions of
infections from the pandemic.
Trump’s decision to extend the
guidelines reflected a recognition
that the struggle will take place
over the longer haul.

“I want our life back again,” the
president told reporters in the 

Trump: Distancing till April 30
US reports over 137,000 virus
cases, with death toll above 2,400 

President Trump speaks to 

reporters Sunday about the

COVID-19 pandemic in the Rose

Garden at the White House.
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By Zeke Miller
Associated Press
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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

New COVID-19 cases reported
in Illinois topped 1,000 for the first
time, state officials said Sunday,
warning that the upward curve is
likely to continue for weeks.

“It is fair to say that most of the
models I’ve seen … show that we’ll
be peaking sometime in April,”
Gov. J.B. Pritzker said at his daily
coronavirus news conference.
“We’re not yet close to that.”

The state has now recorded
4,596 positive COVID-19 tests and
65 deaths, 18 of which were
announced Sunday. More than
90% of cases and deaths have
come in the Chicago area, though
that proportion is slowly

shrinking as testing expands
throughout the state.

Pritzker, who has frequently
criticized the federal government
for providing an inadequate num-
ber of test kits, said public and
commercial labs in Illinois are
now running 4,000 tests daily, a
number that within 10 days
should be up to 10,000.

“That marker is significant be-
cause it’s the number of tests per
day that the scientists and experts
tell us that we need to get a truly
holistic understanding of the virus
in each of our 102 counties,” he
said. “ … Ultimately my goal is to
reach a large enough testing ca-

New Ill. cases top 1,000; Pritzker
warns increases likely into April
By John Keilman

Turn to Cases, Page 4

After a solitary 5-mile run
long before sunrise each morn-
ing, Pfc. Sabine Gonzalez grabs a
cardboard container filled with
scrambled eggs and hash
browns in a suburban hotel
lobby and heads back to her
room.

She eats alone, adhering to a
social distance that runs counter
to the military culture she loves.
She uses FaceTime to call her
parents in nearby Lombard,
telling them what she has seen
and done since being activated
by the Illinois National Guard to
work at a coronavirus testing
site on Chicago’s Northwest
Side.

Gonzalez assures them that
she is fine, that she will remain
fine.

They all know the 18-year-old

is making a promise she can’t
necessarily keep.

A short time later, Gonzalez
hikes a quarter-mile to a staging
area in the Rivers Casino park-
ing lot and begins preparing the
trucks for departure. Morning
formation has been canceled
indefinitely during the outbreak
to prevent the soldiers from
lining up shoulder-to-shoulder.

The military convoy is soon
on its way to an old vehicle
emissions testing facility in the
Dunning neighborhood, where
the soldiers are fighting a war
unlike any the Illinois National
Guard has ever waged. Roughly
115 Guard members spent the
past week testing first respond-
ers and health care workers for
COVID-19, a service in such
high demand that the site has
reached its 250-patient daily
limit within just a few hours
each day.

“The whole thing is surreal,”
said Gonzalez, a full-time stu-
dent at the College of DuPage in
Glen Ellyn. “I joined the Na-
tional Guard so I could help 

Spc. Latorris Thomas, Senior Airman Serena Nicholas and Airman 1st Class Akira Tanton check patients’ names during coronavirus testing.
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A WAR LIKE NO OTHER
Inside Illinois
National Guard’s
unprecedented
virus mission

Pfc. Sabine Gonzalez, 18, of Lombard, has her temperature checked

as she begins her shift at a testing site on the Northwest Side. 

By Stacy St. Clair
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As hospitals and public officials
battle the COVID-19 pandemic,
the disposable masks, gloves and
gowns needed to protect health
care workers from the highly
contagious disease have become a
public symbol of the crisis.

Hospitals have pleaded for do-
nations from other industries,
tempers have frayed at governors’
news conferences, and concerned
citizens are even forming sewing
circles to stitch together make-
shift masks.

Most hospitals do not normally
keep a large inventory of personal
protective equipment, or PPE, on
hand because the supply chain is
reliable, administrators said. But
since the onset of the pandemic,
hospitals and other providers are
falling victim to extreme colliding
market forces: Production of the
equipment has plummeted just as
demand is soaring to unprece-
dented levels.

Hospital administrators say or-
dering more PPE to replenish
their supplies is a growing night-
mare. Most of the products are
made in China, which has been
stalled by the pandemic since
January. And though that coun-
try’s manufacturing sector is com-
ing back online, it will take time to
fill demand that is soaring as
COVID-19 spreads across the
globe.

One hospital in New York
reported this week that it was 

Where are
masks for
doctors,
nurses?
When needed most,
blame a broken supply
chain for shortages
By David Heinzmann

A health care worker opens a

coronavirus test kit at a drive-thru

center March 20 in Warrenville. 
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Ready downstate? Rural Illinois has seen few cases. How-
ever, health officials are preparing for it to get worse. Page 3

Forest preserves: Cook County is ready to crack down
more if crowds become unmanageable. Page 4

Quick test: Abbott is launching a coronavirus test the com-
pany says produces results in as little as five minutes. Page 6

Child welfare: Agencies are scrambling to confront new
challenges faced by caseworkers, kids and parents. Page 12
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Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section

Tom Skilling’s forecast High 50 Low 35
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Over the last two decades, Mary Schmich’s column in
the Chicago Tribune has offered advice, humor and dis-
cerning commentary on a broad array of topics including
family, personal milestones, mental illness, writing and
life in Chicago. This second edition — updated to include
Schmich’s best pieces since its original publication —
collects her ten Pulitzer-winning columns along with
more than 150 others, creating a compelling collection
that reflects Schmich’s thoughtful, insightful and engag-
ing sensibility.

“Chicago Flashback” Since 2011, the Tribune has been
mining its vast archive for its weekly feature Chicago
Flashback, which deals with the people and events that
have shaped the city’s history and culture from the pa-
per’s founding in 1847 to the present day. Now the edi-
tors of the Tribune have carefully collected the best
Chicago Flashback features into a single volume. 

“Turn It Up: A Guided Tour Through the Worlds of
Pop, Rock, Rap and More.” Settle in to “Turn it Up,” a
collection of Greg Kot’s Tribune articles from 2000-2013.
Previously available in ebook format only, the book is
grouped by genres and include entertaining features,
concert recaps, album reviews, insights on Chicago’s
local music scene and other major issues associated
with music and the industry.

“10 Things You Might Not Know About Nearly
Everything.” You may never need to know the human
body contains a half-pound of salt, but that’s just one of
the obscure facts you’ll find about sports, history, poli-
tics,and science in this collection from Mark Jacob and
Stephan Benzkofer.

“Ask Amy: Advice for Better Living” For over a dec-
ade, Amy Dickinson has been the Chicago Tribune’s
signature general advice columnist. This book, which
collects over 200 columns, is a testament to the empa-
thetic counsel and practical common-sense tips that
Dickinson has been distilling for years.

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at

chicagotribune.com/printbooks

‘EVEN THE TERRIBLE THINGS SEEM
BEAUTIFUL TO ME NOW, 2ND EDITION’

From the moment the
coronavirus struck, Donald
Trump has used the crisis
to promote his personal
agenda. And the news
media have struggled with
how to handle his cam-
paign rally-style briefings.

Last week, they made a
decision.

Heeding a growing call
from many respected jour-
nalists, CNN and MSNBC
began cutting away from
the lengthy news confer-
ences. KOUW, the National
Public Radio affiliate in
Seattle — the first state to
have a full-blown
COVID-19 outbreak —
stopped airing the briefings
entirely. Others made simi-
lar adjustments.

That’s a mistake.
In effect, it’s censorship.

News organizations
shouldn’t be in the business
of deciding what the public
needs to hear and what it
shouldn’t when the nation
is in the midst of the biggest
health crisis of our lifetime.

The decision to limit
coverage of the briefings
has nothing to do with
Trump’s rising poll num-
bers, as his supporters and
other conservatives con-
tend. It’s about the risk in
giving him a platform to
spread misinformation.

After airing the White
House briefings live for two
weeks, KOUW said it ques-
tioned whether the “pat-
tern of false information
and exaggeration” were in
the best service of the sta-
tion’s mission — “to create
and serve a more informed

public.”
“Of even greater concern

was the potential impact of
false information on the
health and safety of our
community,” the station
said in a statement.

During a pandemic such
as this, news organizations
have an obligation to pro-
vide access to all of the
information available. Re-
gardless of Trump’s inepti-
tude or motives, he is at the
helm of the nation right
now. It’s in the public’s best
interest to keep tabs on
what he’s up to.

Whether people like —
or trust — what he says,
they needed to hear him try
to explain how he would
reopen the country for
business by Easter. People
needed to hear him out-
right lie about the availabil-
ity of test kits. They needed
to see him look reporters in
the eye and say he always
knew this was a pandemic,
though everyone knows he
did not.

The public needs to hear
everything Trump and his
coronavirus task force have
to say about the pandemic.
It then becomes the publi-
c’s responsibility to deci-
pher it and decide what is
useful.

When journalists are at
their best, we give the pub-
lic the necessary tools the
make the right choices.
When politicians lie, jour-
nalists ask the tough ques-
tions that get to the truth.
And in the age of Trump,
we must take the extra step
of fact-checking everything
that comes out of his
mouth.

When the going gets
tough, journalists can’t just
put down our notepads and
walk away. While I have
criticized his press brief-
ings in previous columns, I

have never called for the
media to limit his exposure
as MSNBC’s Rachel Mad-
dow and former “Night-
line” anchor Ted Koppel
have suggested.

As a journalist for 40
years, I’ve covered lots of
news conferences involving
politicians, including presi-
dents. It has always been a
difficult job, but the last
three years have been par-
ticularly tough for report-
ers covering Trump.

For the most part, re-
porters have done great
work, despite the presi-
dent’s eagerness to pick a
fight with anyone who
dares to challenge him.

By now, journalists are
used to criticism from the
right that the media are
biased against Trump. We
have grown accustomed to
the president labeling our
work as “fake news.” Those
who cover the White
House regularly, no doubt,
are sick of trying to pry the
truth out of him and mem-
bers of his administration.

The daily coronavirus
briefings have brought
another element of criti-
cism. Some viewers don’t
think the journalists are
tough enough. The way
they see it, Trump has
scared them into submis-
sion.

They would rather see
reporters fight back when
Trump attacks them. The
reporters don’t — because
good journalists know the
story isn’t about them.
Reporters understand that
they are merely conduits
for channeling information.

So when Trump hurls
insults and dismisses their
queries as “nasty” ques-
tions, they hold their heads
up without saying a word.
When he is done with his
tirade, they calmly repeat

the question — the way a
determined journalist
should.

The media have a tough
line to toe when dealing
with Trump. The persist-
ence of his obvious lies has
led to an internal struggle
within news organizations
over whether he should be
allowed to use them to
disseminate it.

The public, though, is
very clear about what it
wants.

Trump’s coronavirus
briefings have been a TV
ratings hit, according to
The New York Times,
drawing an average audi-
ence of 8.5 million cable
news viewers — about the
same number of people
who watched the season
finale of “The Bachelor.”

Nearly 12.2 million view-
ers — the equivalent of
“Monday Night Football”
audiences — watched his
March 23 briefing, accord-
ing to Nielsen ratings re-
ported by the Times. Mil-
lions more are watching
every day on ABC, CBS,
NBC and online streaming
sites — and the numbers
are growing.

If news organizations
really want to live up to
their mission as the govern-
ment watchdog, they must
give the people access to
information — and trust
them to use the resources
provided by the media to
sort it out.

The public will let the
media know without a
doubt when it’s time to stop
covering Trump’s press
briefings. They’ll switch
the channel and decide
they’re better off watching
reruns of “The Simpsons.”

dglanton@chicagotri-
bune.com
Twitter @dahleeng

Some media outlets have decided to break away from President Donald Trump’s coronavirus press briefings. 
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The media shouldn’t muzzle
Trump — no matter his lies 

Dahleen Glanton
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The Lakefront Trail was offi-
cially closed to the public Thurs-
day after a sunny day brought
Chicagoans out in droves, but the
Chicago Park District still hopes to
tackle repairs on sections clob-
bered by erosion starting this
spring.

There’s the impact of the co-
ronavirus crisis on any business as
usual. And lake levels are at
near-record highs and not ex-
pected to subside soon. The Park
District says its intent is always to
get the trail back in shape as early
as possible, but asphalt plants
utilized for repairs close for the
winter and normally open in the
spring.

On the North Side, a portion of
the pedestrian path south of
Fullerton Avenue is sometimes
submerged. On the South Side,
past 47th Street, the path turns to
rubble. Completion of the Navy
Pier Flyover bike and pedestrian
path has been delayed, as the
paths between Oak and Ohio
streets remain closed.

Last month, the Park District
approved a contract to cover
emergency assessments of lake-
front damage caused by a January
storm that generated waves near-
ing 20 feet. That storm caused $37

million in damage in Chicago and
Cook County, harmed buildings
along the lakefront and shut down
parts of the Lakefront Trail.

“This winter we got so much
damage that we are looking with
engineers to make sure that there
isn’t another engineering solution
that we need to make sure that the
trail is repaired in a proper
fashion,” said Heather Gleason,
the Park District’s director of
planning and construction.

“If the best solution is going to
be millions and millions of dollars,
we’re really going to have to take a
look at how do we get the trail
open, and make it safe, and really
make a determination of whether
or not that might be a longer term
solution,” Gleason said.

The pedestrian path between
47th and 50th streets on the South
Side has suffered extensive ero-
sion damage, with the trail
cracked to pieces and, at one
point, devoid of any flat surface.

“The lakefront is just the place
to be,” said Dorothy Strang, a
longtime Hyde Park resident,
weeks before the trail shutdown.
“And actually I feel safer walking
amongst the rubble than I do out
there with the bicyclists. I’m a
senior citizen, and I’m pretty fit.
But I’m no match for somebody on
their fast bicycle.”

Strang said she was once among
those who squabbled over shore-
line protections at Promontory
Point.

“But back when we were latch-
ing ourselves to trees, issues of
climate change, of course, were
nowhere on the horizon,” Strang
said. “And you know, I might be
willing to have a little more
concrete revetment because this
lakefront is our crowning glory.
And it needs to be accessible. Not
only safe, but accessible to peo-
ple.”

That stretch is part of the
Chicago Shoreline Protection
Project, a decadeslong effort to
combat erosion. Following emer-
gency stone placement work
along the coast led by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, leftover
funding may be used for the trail,
according to Army Corps Project
Manager Mike Padilla. But work
likely won’t start for months.

When the trail reopens, there
may still be warnings to heed and
detours to follow. Large concrete
barriers have blocked the bike
path near Fullerton and North
Avenue. Runners may have to find
other trails.

“I think runners are going to
have to be patient over the sum-
mer,” said Gregg Hipp, of the
Chicago Area Runners Associ-

ation. “And then with our group
training, which is probably about
1,000 runners between multiple
sites on the Lakefront Trail every
Saturday morning this summer,
we’re going to have to find alter-
nate routes.”

On an early March afternoon
with sloshing waves that turned
the pedestrian path into a pool,
one area of the bike trail south of
Fullerton had a few cones sur-
rounding a bitten-off chunk.

More lake level rise is expected
in the coming months — possibly
another 6 inches according to the
Army Corps and coastal engi-
neers, Gleason said.

“That certainly could mean that
even once we get things repaired,
there might be sections that are

underwater and will have to go to
a shared trail solution,” she said,
referring to the trail’s split into a
pedestrian path and a bike path.
“One of the best things of having
two trails is that hopefully we can
always keep one section open.”

With climate change and flood-
ing issues, long-term shoreline
protection is key, said Kyle White-
head, of the Active Transportation
Alliance.

And, Whitehead said, in this
moment of crisis involving the
coronavirus, it “reminds people
how fortunate they are to have
access to that resource and how
critical it is to maintain it and
invest in it, so it’s here not just
through this crisis and maybe the
aftermath, but for the long term.”

City ponders lake trail repairs
as high water still threatens
By Morgan Greene

Runners climb over barricades blocking the bike section of the Lake-

front Trail near North Avenue beach March 10 in Chicago. 
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In Buckley, a church has volun-
teered its gymnasium as a make-
shift hospital. In Rushville, police
officers have stopped accompany-
ing paramedics unless a call is a
matter of life or death. And in
Watseka, dozens of residents have
put hearts in their windows to
create a “social distancing scaven-
ger hunt” for local children.

Such are the ways small-town
Illinois is facing the threat of
COVID-19, even though its impact
outside the Chicago area remains
limited. More than 90% of the
state’s confirmed cases and
deaths have come from the city
and collar counties, though doc-
tors note that access to testing
downstate is still increasing after
a slow start. Even as the virus is
being detected in an ever-growing
list of rural communities, case-
loads are relatively small.

“It’s ramping up a little more
slowly than it is in the Chicago
area,” said Dr. Jerry Kruse, dean
and provost of the Southern
Illinois University School of Med-
icine.

But officials recognize that
could change. Around Spring-
field, where the SIU medical
school is located, two major hos-
pitals and the local health depart-
ment are pooling resources to
prepare for an increase in cases
across a wide geographic area.

“I think the thing we are
hoping for is that with the greater
spacing that occurs naturally in
rural areas, combined with the
directives we’ve received from
the governor, it will flatten the
curve enough to allow us to have
enough (equipment) even when
the surge comes,” Kruse said.

Sangamon County, with nine
reported cases, has one of the
higher totals outside the Chicago
area. St. Clair County, just across
the Mississippi River from St.
Louis, has 31. On Friday, officials
there reported the first death
related to the virus.

Brenda Fedak, spokeswoman
for the St. Clair County Health
Department, said the agency is
preparing for a potential surge,
and is working to provide small,
isolated parts of the community
with information about
COVID-19. A few hospitals in the
area are offering testing, she said,
and the county just received its
first drive-thru testing location.

“Our numbers are growing
daily, but not growing by leaps
and bounds yet,” she said.

Meanwhile, very few cases
have been recorded at the state’s
southern end. But Wiley Jenkins,
division chief of epidemiology
and biostatistics at SIU Medicine,
said that could be deceiving.

“Is it because we’re not testing
there, or it’s not there yet, or a
combination?” he said. “We just

don’t know.”
In LaSalle County, which has

four reported cases, health offi-
cials are casting a wary eye at their
supply of personal protective
equipment. Tommy Hobbs, CEO
of Illinois Valley Community
Hospital in Peru, said isolation
gowns and shoe and head covers
are running short, along with
other items.

“We still have some issues with
masks, and next week that could
be at the top of the list again,” he
said. “We’ve been down a roller
coaster with gloves. We’re stable,
but that could change at any
time.”

Just to the south, Livingston
County has had two positive tests.
Bob Karls, city administrator in
the county seat of Pontiac, said
while he’s concerned the out-
break could grow quickly, he’s

also worried about the long-term
economic effects of the pandemic.

“A lot of our revenues are based
upon state revenues, which are
directly tied to the economy,” he
said. “With the unemployment
and everything else that’s going to
be happening, it’s going to have a
drastic impact on that.”

Iroquois County, located be-
tween Kankakee and Champaign,
has had just two confirmed
COVID-19 cases so far, but some
there are preparing for many
more.

The Rev. J. Kevin Wyckoff of St.
John’s Lutheran Church and
School, an 800-member congre-
gation in Buckley, said he has
volunteered his gymnasium as a
space for patients should nearby
hospitals become overwhelmed. 

Aside from that, a church group
is making face masks for a local

nursing home while he’s stream-
ing services on Facebook, organ-
izing volunteers to drop off gro-
ceries and medicine at the homes
of seniors, and praying that the
danger passes in time for Easter.

“The church is the anchoring
point here,” he said. “The hope is,
and it’s probably a little bit of a
dream at this point, the restric-
tions will be lifted at Palm Sunday,
so we can come together Holy
Week and have church and com-
munity the way it used to be.”

Schuyler County, northwest of
Springfield, hasn’t had a reported
COVID-19 case yet. But Rick
Wright, chief of the Rushville
Police Department, said his com-
munity is getting ready for that to
change. The hospital has set up a
triage area, the hardware store
serves customers at the door, and
the grocery store has mounted

Plexiglas shields to separate cus-
tomers and cashiers.

His five-officer department has
begun carrying medical-grade
face masks and may soon get
other protective equipment usu-
ally seen at hospitals. Officers
have also stopped going along on
routine medical calls to reduce
their chances of being exposed to
the virus.

“If we get it, it would wipe out
our department,” he said.

But along with the apprehen-
sion in Illinois’ small towns have
come moments of kindness and
creativity.

In Tuscola, Amber Knight, who
runs a preschool in her home,
organized a scavenger hunt in
which residents put rainbows and
teddy bears in their windows for
parents and kids to find when
they come outside (using proper
social distancing, of course). To
the north, teacher’s aide Nancy
McKenna organized a similar
quest across Iroquois County us-
ing hearts.

“I thought it would make it a
little more interesting while they
go for a walk,” said McKenna,
who lives in Watseka.

Down the road in Loda, Valerie
Wright, a professor at the Men-
nonite College of Nursing at
Illinois State University, has
livestreamed a yoga lesson for
shut-in children and plans to do
more. She said people across her
community have also volunteered
to do errands for the elderly and
immunocompromised.

“Everyone is being really sup-
portive,” she said. “I feel like it’s
bringing the best out of people.”

jkeilman@chicagotribune.com
mabuckley@chicagotribune.com
plthompson@chicagotribune.com

Virus looms for small-town Illinois
Downstate mostly
spared, but that
could change soon
By John Keilman,

Madeline Buckley 

and Phil Thompson

Nancy McKenna displays hearts in her windows Friday as part of a Facebook activity she started in Watseka, Illinois. 
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Joe Fegan, 17 and Kelsie Rabideau, 19, ride a golf cart Friday in Crescent City in Iroquois County. 
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pacity where we’re able to
test everyone who needs a
test on a regular basis.”

He said state labs are
already running two shifts
and plan to add a third as
soon as they can secure
enough testing material.
The labs are adding ro-
botic equipment to im-
prove their efficiency, he
said, and he’s pushing for
regulatory changes that
would allow drive-thru
testing centers to handle
more patients.

Pritzker added that af-
ter news broke Friday that
Lake County-based Ab-
bott Laboratories is
launching a 5-minute
COVID-19 test, company
officials “expressed their
real dedication to taking
care of their home state”
when production ramps
up.

Dr. Ngozi Ezike, direc-
tor of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health,
said expanded testing
should help to control
outbreaks at susceptible
institutions like long-term
care facilities and prisons,
where many staffers come
and go each day.

“There are many who
are ill with only mild,
minimal symptoms, who
still may be unknowingly
transmitting this virus to
some of our most vulnera-
ble populations,” she said.

Pritzker said his top
concern is making sure
that Illinois has the capac-
ity to treat those sickened
by COVID-19, though he
was hopeful the state’s
relatively prompt stay-at-
home order will mitigate
the surge.

Even so, he said, medi-
cal capacity is still inade-
quate, which is why Na-
tional Guardsmen are out-
fitting dozens of hospitals
around the state with tri-
age areas to separate sus-
pected COVID-19 patients
from others, and why offi-
cials are seeking to reopen
shuttered medical centers
and convert McCormick
Place into a 3,000-bed
field hospital.

Pritzker and Ezike also
addressed the death of a
Chicago infant from co-
ronavirus-related causes.
The 9-month-old child is
believed to be the nation’s
youngest victim of the
virus.

The governor said de-
spite the tragedy of the
baby’s death, parents
should keep in mind that
it’s exceedingly unusual
for children to die from
COVID-19.

“It really is highly un-
common,” he said. “That
isn’t to say every infant is
safe, but it’s so uncommon
that when I started to do
the work and listen to the
experts about it, I got at
least some comfort in the
idea that this is not some-
thing we should expect to
hear a lot more of, because
it’s just not happening
very often at all.”

jkeilman@
chicagotribune.com
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Gov. J.B. Pritzker gives his

daily coronavirus briefing

Saturday at the Thomp-

son Center in Chicago. 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Cook County Board
President Toni Preckwin-
kle, who has already shut
down parts of the forest
preserves in an attempt to
stop the spread of
COVID-19, said Sunday she
will close even more if
crowds become unmanage-
able.

The county has shutter-
ed all public buildings, na-
ture centers, campgrounds,
public restrooms and other
locations, but Preckwinkle
warned that the list could
grow if patrons grow too

numerous or do not follow
proper social distancing.

“If and when we see that
a specific location is no
longer tenable due to the
behavior of visitors, we will
add it to the list of sites we
have shut down,” she said
at a news conference at the
Dan Ryan Woods Pavilion
on Chicago’s South Side.

She did not cite any
particular spots that have
become problematic, but a
spokesman later said offi-
cials are keeping an eye on
historically popular places
such as the Busse Forest
Elk Pasture, Bunker Hill

and Caldwell Woods.
The warning came after

Chicago Mayor Lori Light-
foot closed lakefront trails
and parks last week after
pleasant weather brought a
surge of walkers, bikers and
joggers. 

“Over the past few days,
we’ve seen crowds of a
hundred or more congre-
gating together, particu-
larly around our lakefront,
and along The 606 and
other places,” Lightfoot
said while announcing the
closures. “This is a blatant
violation of (Gov. J.B.
Pritzker’s) stay-at-home or-

der. Your conduct — yours
— is posing a direct threat
to our public health.”

The parts of the forest
preserves that remain open
include trails, lakes, woods
and open fields — “sites
that are large enough to
allow residents to be out-
side and to be safe, some
with hundreds or even
thousands of acres,” said
General Superintendent
Arnold Randall.

But he said forest pre-
serves police officers, staff
and volunteers have been
instructed to keep an eye on
overcrowding and social

distancing violations, and
he encouraged the public to
call the district’s non-emer-
gency line — 708-771-1000
— if they spot anything they
consider to be dangerous.

He said he was ready to
close locations quickly if
they seem to be a problem.

“To keep our preserves
open, they simply cannot
be a pathway for spreading
the virus,” he said.

Dr. Rachel Rubin, senior
medical officer for the
Cook County Department
of Public Health, said run-
ners and bikers should keep
their distance from walk-

ers, and that there should
be no group walks except
for immediate family mem-
bers. Patrons should also
wash their hands before
and after visits, she said.

As of Saturday, suburban
Cook County has had 1,003
reported COVID-19 cases,
second only to Chicago’s
1,610. It has also had 16
deaths linked to the virus,
more than anywhere else in
the state. 

jkeilman@
chicagotribune.com
Twitter @JohnKeilman 

County cracks down on busy open spaces
By John Keilman

Volunteers collect donated medical supplies from drivers Sunday during a donation event by Project C.U.R.E. for coronavirus pandemic needs.
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Collecting essential supplies to fight virus

using 50,000 masks a day.
To help meet the need,

local officials have been
trying to tap into the na-
tional stockpile of PPE cre-
ated to meet the surging
demands during infectious
disease outbreaks. But re-
quests from Gov. J.B.
Pritzker and other gover-
nors to the federal govern-
ment have typically
brought only a fraction of
the equipment they asked
for.

With supplies limited,
some doctors and nurses
have faced troubling deci-
sions about reusing masks,
trying to clean disposable
gloves with hand sanitizer
and even fashioning their
own equipment that has
not passed any manufactur-
ing standards.

“We don’t need to be
scurrying around trying to
piece together or locate or
generate the (personal pro-
tective equipment) that is at
the core of care,” said Patri-
cia Meade, a registered
nurse at Amita Health St.
Joseph Medical Center in
Joliet. “We’re still expected
to do our job and do it
professionally and as ad-
equately as we can, but we
cannot do that if we do not
have the equipment we
need.”

Local and state leaders
have implored President
Donald Trump to run a
more centralized effort to
meet the needs of front-line
health care workers for
PPE.

Carri Chan, an expert in
health care operations
management who teaches
in Columbia University
Business School, said leav-
ing states to compete for
desperately needed equip-
ment is less than ideal. If
the federal government
stepped in to negotiate with
suppliers in the crisis, some
of the chaos might be allevi-
ated, she said.

Published reports this
week suggested that the
Trump administration was
planning to use the Defense
Production Act to begin
managing the supply of
PPE, but for the moment,
local government officials
and health care adminis-
trators are still mostly fend-
ing for themselves. In the
current situation, larger
states have a decided ad-
vantage over smaller ones,
Chan said. 

As a relatively populous
state, Illinois may be in a
better position to win such
battles, but at considerable
cost.

“We’re competing
against other countries,”
Pritzker told CNN earlier in
the week. “It’s a Wild West,
I’d say, out there, and in-
deed, we’re overpaying for
PPE.”

Pritzker also noted in a
briefing this weekthat the
market for another critical
piece of medical equip-
ment, ventilators, has also
turned chaotic.

“I called another manu-
facturer of ventilators, and
he pointed out to me that I
would be competing with
countries other than the
United States,” Pritzker
said. “I better put in as big
an order as possible in
order to put myself higher
on the list of priority.”

As with other warning
signs of the crisis, health
care professionals began to
sense real trouble in Janu-
ary, when China’s factories
stopped producing PPE
supplies.

“Because we saw a sup-
ply chain interruption, pri-
or to our utilization spike,
most inventories were al-
ready slightly diminished
coming off of a busy flu
season,” said Dave Hess,
system director for supply
chain at Edward Elmhurst
Health, which runs two
suburban hospitals. “Utili-
zation of N95 masks is up
six times comparing Janu-
ary 2020 to March 2020.
Isolation gown use is up
4½ times and procedure

mask use is up 1½ times.”
PPE use is only going to

increase, experts said.
In a pandemic, the rate of

PPE use in hospitals may be
10 to 200 times the normal
rate, according to a 2017
study by the National Insti-
tute for Occupational Safe-
ty and Health.

That federal study was
done after the Ebola out-
break. Experts believe the
rate in the COVID-19 crisis
may be at the high end of
that range, or beyond it,
because medical staff can’t
be sure who’s carrying the
virus.

In the U.S., the disease is
spreading so rapidly that
hospitals are struggling to
assess how much equip-
ment they may need. By
Sunday, the number of
COVID-19 recorded cases
in the U.S. had exceeded
135,000, but experts say the
real number of cases is
much higher because of a
lack of testing. In parts of
the country, including some
Southern states, officials
are further behind in as-
sessing the crisis, Chan
said.

“It’s unclear what the
true needs are, what the
true needs are going to be,”
Chan said. “We know there
are hot spots within the
country, but there are other
states (where less testing
has been done). We know
the demand is going to be
astronomical.”

Jennifer Estanilla is a
resident physician in pedi-
atrics at Loyola University
Medical Center in May-
wood who is part of an
online group of residents
from across the country
who are sharing informa-
tion. She said big hospitals
such as hers have larger
inventories of proper pro-
tection, though workers are
concerned about dwindling
supplies. However, in
smaller hospitals circum-
stances are already more
dire, she said.

“The issue we’re hearing
is that community hospitals
have a critical shortage of

these supplies,” she said.
In doctor’s offices, cir-

cumstances can be even
worse. The shortages are
driving a range of improvi-
sational solutions — from
textile companies retooling
factories to individuals us-
ing sewing machines to
make simple masks.

But concerns remain
about whether makeshift
masks provide adequate
protection, and experts be-
lieve the global demand
must be met by the large
producers pushing their
own production to new
levels.

There is some hope on
the horizon, experts say, as
China is beginning to get
back to work. Some large
U.S. suppliers, such as 3M
Co., have their own domes-
tic factories.

“The good news is that
the Chinese factories may
be coming back online,”
said Sridhar Seshadri, who
teaches operations man-
agement and supply chain
analytics at the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign.

Under normal shipping
circumstances, it might
take months to get new
masks from the Chinese
factory floor, across oceans
on ships, and into U.S.
distributor warehouses.
But “in an emergency, you
can fly it in,” Seshadri said.
“In a crisis, that is not a
restriction.”

Still, the demand will be
difficult to meet.

“It’s difficult to ramp up
at this level, especially if
every country in the world
is demanding it,” Seshadri
said.

He noted that India,
which has a population of
1.3 billion people clustered
in crowded cities where
social distancing will be
particularly difficult, is just
starting to address its own
outbreak.

Hess said Edward-
Elmhurst’s suppliers have
told the hospital that the
supply chain won’t return
to normal for months. In

the meantime, hospitals are
scrounging for new sources
of PPE. For the time being,
the marketplace is drasti-
cally changed, he said.

“The original equipment
manufacturers and dis-
tributors are projecting
July 2020 as the earliest
that we’ll see normal supply
chain operations resume,”
Hess said, adding that the
current Chinese suppliers
are different from usual.
“The products available are
brands and models that are
typically used in China, not
the United States. These
items are only available in
extremely large quantities
and are being sold in the
U.S. at 10 to 20 times the
normal price due in part to
the added cost of air freight
and U.S. demand far out-
pacing supply.”

Earlier this week, 3M
announced it was doubling
its normal production of
N95 masks to 100 million
units a month, including 35
million units in its U.S.
factory. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services said this month
that it planned to buy an
additional 500 million
masks for its stockpiles,
which are scattered around
the country.

In the meantime, the
scramble for available sup-
plies of masks and other
equipment has been too
chaotic, experts agree. New
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
complained recently that
masks that used to cost 85
cents are now priced at $7.

With little coordination,
states are left to make
expensive decisions, said
Sunil Chopra, who teaches
operations management at
Northwestern University.

“The market is going to
do what it does,” Chopra
said. “The price is going to
shoot up. If you’re a hospital
in New York, are you will-
ing to pay $7 for a mask? Of
course — it’s a question of
life and death.”

dheinzmann@
chicagotribune.com

Masks 
Continued from Page 1
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R
ight now, our healthcare workers are on the frontlines of battling the
novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) that’s spreading rapidly throughout
our city, state and nation. These brave souls cannot shelter-in-place

with their loved ones or stay 6 feet away from sick patients. They are putting
themselves in the path of this virus — in Chicago and around the world — in this
unprecedented crisis.

The stakes are high and the challenges innumerable — too little information,
dwindling personal protective equipment, changing protocols and no second
chances. Yet, our doctors, nurses, technicians, transporters, EMTs, pharmacists,
and everyone who supports patient care are rising to the occasion and caring
for our most vulnerable populations.

Thank you — from everyone at UChicago Medicine and Ingalls Memorial —
for the sacrifices you make, every day and especially during this pandemic.
Your dedication, commitment and courage deserve our deepest gratitude
and admiration. Your service to patients is saving countless lives and making
thousands of differences.

To express your appreciation and gratitude for these everyday heroes, visit
Facebook.com/UChicagoMed and use #ThousandsofDifferences to share
encouraging words, artwork and thank you notes.

THANK YOU TO OUR

Learn how you can join the fight against COVID-19 at UChicagoMedicine.org/ThousandsofDifferences

Healthcare workers putting themselves in

harm’s way are making thousands of differences
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For the first few nights
after the state’s stay-at-
home order, Chicago was
quieter than anyone could
remember. Reporter Paige
Fry and photographer Erin
Hooley drove through neigh-
borhoods across the city
from sunset to nearly sun-
rise, equipped with police
scanners, masks, rubber
gloves and hand sanitizer
(two bottles) as they cap-
tured the nightside of the
pandemic.

All around the city, laun-
dromats were open. People
carried in baskets of dirty
clothes and tooled around
on their phones until the
dryer buzzed. They folded
shirts and pants. A night in
Chicago.

No crush of late-nighters
at diners, no stumbling
crowds outside nightclubs.
The only things open were
drive-thru windows, liquor

stores and those laundro-
mats, the last stands of
normalcy.

Of course, the violence
didn’t shut down either.

A man had been killed
the night before in Bridge-
port, on a block off 31st
Street. It’s close to the
Deering police station
where reporters typically
position themselves on
overnights to wait for calls.
It’s not an area that sees a
lot of fatal shootings.

The man, 38, was shot in
the head, body, hand and
leg. There were no candles
or mementos to mark
where he had been shot, as
there sometimes are. Not
even a scrap of crime scene
tape. Just small houses with
some lights on, looking
north toward the Stevenson
Expressway.

But the deserted streets
were mostly quiet.

At a 24-hour Dunkin’ not
far away, at 31st and Halsted
streets, the stay-at-home or-
der was printed out and
taped by the register. High-
lighted was a section about
cafes being able to operate

for takeout. There are nor-
mally quite a few tables and
chairs at this Dunkin’,
where night officers would
spend their breaks, but they
were gone. A single booth
against the far side wall had
strips of masking tape
across it to keep people
away.

Farther south, a man
barbecued under a tent on
63rd Street as a small line of
people waited. Stores had
put up plywood on win-
dows, and the high-end
places on the Magnificent
Mile removed their mer-
chandise from the win-
dows.

There were no large
groups of people on the
streets. And many of those
who were out were wearing
face masks, more of them, it
seemed, as the week wore
on.

A call came across the
scanner for a “respiratory
incident,” with paramedics
responding with caution
after dispatchers screened
for the person’s symptoms.
This happened several
times a night. It was never

clear how many of them
turned out to be an actual
case of the coronavirus. The
calls far outnumbered
those for “person shot.”
People were also calling 911
to warn police whenever a
large group was gathering
somewhere, or a bar was
open when it wasn’t sup-
posed to be.

Most of the crime calls
were domestic-related. A
woman saying her fiancé
broke her finger. A man
saying his girlfriend was
hitting him after she went
through his phone. A wom-
an saying her boyfriend
beat her with a 4-by-4. This
had been expected since
family members were now
together longer than they
were used to, with people
out of work and out of
school. The Illinois Domes-
tic Violence Hotline has
fielded more calls since the
pandemic started.

There were calls of shots
fired, but not many people
were hit by gunfire. Toward
the end of one shift, there
was a report of a fatal
shooting, a 24-year-old

man wounded in the head
in Rogers Park.

At the scene, only one
police cruiser was present
with no one inside. An
apartment building door
was propped open. The
shooting was later classi-
fied as a death investigation
by Chicago police, suggesti-
ng it may not have been a
homicide.

More people had died in
Chicago those first days
after the order from co-
ronavirus than from a
shooting.

A week earlier, a 15-year-
old boy had been shot dead
on the North Side. There
were dozens of people
standing together, most of
them with tears trailing
down their cheeks. They
hugged each other.

A neighbor later re-
marked, “I was watching
the news about coronavirus
and thinking to myself that
this is the first time I can
remember where violence
isn’t the top story. Then I
hear this gunshot outside.”

pfry@chicagotribune.com

Bridgeport, 7:36 p.m. March 22: A customer waits for an order at Maxwell

Street Depot. 

Lawndale, 10:36 p.m. March 24: A basketball court along South California

Avenue. 

Logan Square, 10:41 p.m. March 24: A man with a mask and gloves sits

inside an empty Belmont Blue Line station. 

Bridgeport, 7:55 p.m. March 22: With all other furniture removed from the

establishment, a lone booth is taped off inside Dunkin’ Donuts. 
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The city’s ‘last stands of normalcy’
Overnights during
the pandemic take
on an eerie quality
By Paige Fry

Abbott Laboratories
announced Friday that
the north suburban
health care company is
launching a new molecu-
lar coronavirus test that
can produce results in as
little as five minutes, the
fastest turnaround time
available.

The test will run on a
lightweight and portable
device — about the size of
a toaster — designed to be
deployed where testing is
most needed, such as
drive-thru screening sites
or airports, the company
said in a news release.

Abbott plans to make
the new test available
next week and “expects to
ramp up manufacturing
to deliver 50,000 tests per
day,” the news release
said.

The test can indicate a
positive case in as little as
five minutes and a nega-
tive case in 13 minutes,
according to the Lake
Bluff-based company.

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration issued
“emergency use authori-
zation” for the test; this
was the second co-
ronavirus test designed by
Abbott to receive this fed-
eral authorization, the
company said.

”The COVID-19 pan-
demic will be fought on
multiple fronts, and a
portable molecular test
that offers results in min-
utes adds to the broad
range of diagnostic solu-
tions needed to combat
this virus,” said Robert
Ford, Abbott president
and COO, in the news
release.

The nation has been
scrambling to test for the
highly contagious new
virus that has sickened
nearly 4,600 in Illinois
and caused 65 confirmed
deaths as of Sunday.
Health care workers say
they have been stymied by
a shortage of test kits,
supplies and protective
gear as well as a backlog at
labs.

“The truth is there isn’t
much testing going on
around the country,” Gov.
J.B. Pritzker said at a news
conference Friday.

Several Chicago-area
patients this week de-
scribed lengthy test re-
sult delays, some waiting
eight days or longer to
learn if they’ve con-
tracted the virus. Media
outlets in other U.S. cit-
ies are reporting similar
lag times, citing over-
whelmed labs and work-
ers.

A Tribune editor who
underwent a test for the
new coronavirus on
March 19 at a Northwest-
ern Medicine facility in
downtown Chicago said
Friday that she still had
not received the results
after eight days.

The editor, who said
her symptoms include
chest pain, extreme fa-
tigue, cough, sore throat
and headache, said she
originally was told to ex-
pect results two days later.

She said she was re-
maining in her home, tak-
ing precautions and hop-
ing for the best — but also
was worried for other
people in her household.

“I’m anxious and con-
fused,” she said in an
email.

A spokeswoman for
Northwestern has said
the commercial lab it is
using for outpatient test-
ing originally estimated
two to four days’ turn-
around for COVID-19 re-
sults, but in most cases
that has not happened.
Patients with positive re-
sults are being contacted
first, she said.

Some hospital systems
that conduct their own
lab tests are already
achieving much faster
turnaround times.

eleventis@
chicagotribune.com

Abbott:
Virus test
results in
minutes
Suburban firm
says device will be
ready next week
By Angie Leventis
Lourgos

Ten-year University Park
resident Aneka Williams is
frustrated. She’s contend-
ing with the same concerns
about the stay-at-home or-
der as everyone else in the
state, however she’s also
one of 1,500 residents in her
area who are still dealing
with lead contamination
that prevents her from con-
suming what comes out of
the tap. 

It’s an ongoing issue that
led to a state of emergency
declaration last summer by
University Park Mayor Jo-
seph Roudez III.

“It already adds stress to
an already stressful situa-
tion,” he said. “People want
to have access to clear
drinking water without
contamination and without
having to go through some
process of letting the water
run this amount of time or
through a filter. We would
like to go back to water as
we knew it.”

Aqua Illinois, the vil-
lage’s water supplier, posts
monthly updates on lead
levels; the latest found that
62% of samples were at or
below Environmental Pro-
tection Agency action levels
in February 2020 (that’s
below the EPA’s 90% na-
tional standard for munici-
palities), said Aqua spokes-
person Meredith Krantz.

Aqua Illinois first found
elevated lead levels in some
University Park homes
June 13, 2019, in results
from regularly scheduled
water sampling. Aqua offi-
cials have blamed the lead
contamination on their

switch to a new treatment
product added to remove
iron and rust from the
water. Company officials
said they believe the new
treatment product, in addi-
tion to removing rust, has
over time had an impact on
a “protective scale” that
previously had coated the
inside of pipes, solder con-
nections and inside plumb-
ing fixtures. The degrada-
tion of the protective scale,
the company said, appears
to have allowed lead to
dissolve into the water. 

According to the Aqua
website, water chemistry
interacting with lead solder
in homes built before 1990
led to elevated lead levels,
but Krantz said Aqua is still
working to determine the
exact cause. Homes built
after 1990 are not expected
to have lead solder.

Aqua officials said they
stopped using the treat-
ment product and switched
to a product — one that is a
90/10 (90% orthophos-
phate/10% polyphosphate)
blended phosphate known

to be effective at forming a
protective scale on pipes
constructed with lead sol-
der and to reduce the
amount of lead entering
into the water.

Aqua lifted its “do not
consume” advisory for
those customers whose
homes were built after
1990, but those who live in
older homes still remain
under the advisory — the
homes of Williams and
Roudez are included.

Since January, Aqua Illi-
nois has been scheduling
appointments with cus-
tomers, and a member of its
team would collect water
samples directly from cus-
tomers’ faucets, but since
the governor’s stay-at-
home order, water sam-
pling has been suspended
until April 15, Krantz said.

Krantz and the EPA con-
firmed that the novel co-
ronavirus has not been de-
tected in the water.

Aqua says residents can
safely consume tap water if
they run their tap two to
three minutes before each

use and use a filter certified
by the National Sanitation
Foundation. Residents can
use unfiltered tap water for
non-consumption uses like
washing hands.

“I’m already leery when I
take a shower to have to use
the water, but I’m praying
on that,” Williams said. “I
got tired of boiling water
every day. At first, that’s
what I was doing, standing
in the tub and washing up.
But then I said, ‘OK, they
said as long as you let the
water run prior to getting
into the shower, it’s fine.’
But it gets frustrating be-
cause you have to think
about it with everything
that you’re doing.”

Residents under the ad-
visory used to have 24-pack
cases of bottled water deliv-
ered to their door. Now
customers under the advis-
ory have to pick up 12
one-gallon bottled water
jugs per week from the
Aqua Illinois distribution
center on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays
between certain hours.
Roudez said University
Park residents are very re-
silient, but trust has been
lost between residents and
Aqua.

“It’s supposed to equal
the same amount, but it’s a
huge inconvenience for
them to switch it up, be-
cause there are so many
people who have disabili-
ties, or maybe you’re an 80-
or 90-year-old who can’t
pick up a gallon of water
every time you use water,”
Roudez said. “Give the peo-
ple the opportunity to get
the gallons of water or the

bottles of water. Be com-
passionate, show your hu-
manitarian side and give us
a choice. Residents feel like
they don’t have any say, so
and that’s not a good feeling
no matter what scenario in
life you are.”

Krantz said Aqua’s main
priority is continuing to
offer bottled water to those
under the advisory, in
whatever form it can. As of
Wednesday, Aqua Illinois
had distributed 5,236
pitcher and faucet filters,
5,669 filter replacements
and 678,225 gallons of bot-
tled water.

“To protect the health
and safety of our customers
and our employees during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
we have updated our pro-
cedures at the distribution
center to limit contact, by
placing the bottled water
directly in customers’
trunks,” Krantz said.

“Overall, Aqua Illinois
has been very responsive
and proactive in the com-
munity. Overall, water qual-
ity has improved under the
treatment process, and
we’re continuing to work
towards the resolution.
With every step, we’re look-
ing to minimize the effects
on the community and keep
everyone informed.”

Williams is hoping to buy
a condo soon, but she says it
won’t be in University Park.

“It’s ridiculous,” she said.
“Several people have al-
ready moved out over this
because they’re tired of
dealing with this.”

drockett@
chicagotribune.com

Residents: Lead in suburb’s water adds to virus stress
By Darcel Rockett

A court order Friday requires Aqua Illinois continue provid-

ing bottled water and filters to University Park residents. 

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
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No one should go without their insulin, and we have
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they need.
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is about 10 minutes, and there’s no paperwork to fill out.
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can translate information into about 40 languages.

Please call us. We want to help.

Dave Ricks

Chairman and CEO

Eli Lilly and Company
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wherever I was needed. I
figured it would be in anoth-
er state or somewhere I’ve
never been. But this is my
home, and I’m able to do
something to directly help
my friends and neighbors.
It’s very special in that way.”

It’s the first time the
Illinois National Guard has
been mobilized to primarily
combat a medical issue. By
necessity, much of the typi-
cal military protocol has
been turned on its head. To
keep the coronavirus at bay,
the troops do not sleep near
each other on cots, eat in
large groups or spend much
time together outside their
shifts unless it’s necessary.

Instead, they bunker
down in individual hotel
rooms. Meetings are largely
held via video conference,
though participants are
sometimes quartered just
floors apart. Even the eve-
ning formation has been
reduced to the soldiers and
airmen checking in with
their supervisors via text
message.

“All missions are very
different, but in this case,
you’re fighting something
invisible and it’s never really
been done to this scale,” said
Maj. Matt Schneider, a phy-
sician assistant and the mis-
sion’s chief medical officer.
“It’s a brand-new thing for
everyone.”

Gov. J.B. Pritzker has
activated more than 240
Illinois Guard members in
recent weeks, with most
assigned to handle co-
ronavirus testing. Though
the Guard has called up
doctors, nurses and medical
technicians to help, the
health care professionals
are being excused from duty
if their employers deem
them essential to fighting
COVID-19 in their civilian
jobs.

In most mobilizations,
the 3625th Maintenance Co.
from North Riverside and
the Peoria-based 182nd Air-
lift Wing Medical Group
play behind-the-scenes
roles that draw little atten-
tion. In the time of the
coronavirus, however, they
represent the military’s pro-
verbial tip of the spear and
the need for their presence
is evident.

When the convoy arrived
at the testing last Thursday,
cars already were lined up
for blocks along West Forest
Preserve Drive. The facility,
a former vehicle emissions
testing site the state closed
in late 2016 to save money,
did not open for another
two hours. But the queue
began, as it does most morn-
ings, before dawn because
this is the only spot within
city limits dedicated to test-
ing first responders and
health care workers.

Before service members
could enter the old emis-
sions bays, they lined up
outside a converted garage
on an adjacent lot. With a
vigilance that would make
Mayor Lori Lightfoot
proud, a sergeant barked
out orders whenever the
space between the troops
appeared even the slightest
bit less than 6 feet.

Once inside, medical per-
sonnel took each soldier’s
temperature and vital signs.
It was the first of three such
health checks conducted
each day.

Anyone showing even the
slightest sign of a fever is
barred from interacting
with the public. Some get
sent back to the hotel and
are placed in isolation until
they are cleared, while
those with less serious
symptoms put on a mask
indicating a health concern
and keep their distance.

Under almost any other
circumstance, Illinois
Guard members would ig-
nore the pain and get their
jobs done. The war against
the coronavirus, however,
depends upon keeping as
many people healthy as pos-
sible. The troops are under
direct orders to be honest
about their physical well-
being and share even the
mildest symptom.

“Normally, people in the
military want to tough it out
and push through it,” said
Airman 1st Class Akira Tan-
ton, an aerospace medical
technician who conducts
the nasal swab required for
the test. “It’s hard, but at the
same time you have to
realize that if you’re sick you
could compromise the
whole mission.”

At exactly 9 a.m., the bay

doors rolled open and test-
ing began. At the front of the
line, an Illinois Department
of Health worker took the
temporal temperature of
each driver and eligible pas-
senger, then scribbled the
results on the car door
window. At the week’s start,
the site accepted anyone
who worked in an eligible
field, but on Friday the state
restricted its testing to first
responders and health care
workers with underlying
symptoms and fevers of
100.4 or greater. 

People older than 60 and
those with underlying med-
ical conditions also now
qualify for testing at the site,
though they must have a
fever and other symptoms.

With just two days to
become operational, the
system runs as if it’s part
vehicle emissions test, part
Portillo’s drive-thru. As cars
line up in orderly rows and
await their turn to enter the
bay, soldiers hasten the
process by approaching
drivers before they reach
the front to handle the
administrative paperwork.

Some drivers look clearly
ill, coughing and sneezing
as they pull up. Pfc. Gonza-
lez , who fills out the
medical forms for patients,
stands a safe distance away
and orders drivers to crack

their windows only a few
inches when answering her
questions.

Wearing gloves, an N95
mask and boot covers, she
has them place their driver’s
license on the dashboard
and roll up their windows as
she copies down their full
name and address. The
paperwork is verified at
least three times before the
patient receives the test.

When drivers reach the
swabbing area, an Illinois
National Guard member ap-
proaches wearing a white
coverall, surgical smock,
hood, face shield, two pairs
of gloves, boot covers and a
mask. Airman Tanton tries
to comfort the patients,
telling them the procedure
is a quick one and most
people find it far easier than
they feared.

Last Thursday, one wom-
an cried and clutched a
rosary as Tanton inserted
the swab deep into the nasal
cavity and counted the req-
uisite 10 seconds. The air-
man pulled out the swab
and handed it to her partner,
who sealed it in a medical
bag and then passed it to
another soldier who
brought it across the room
for refrigerated storage.

With all the various safe-
ty procedures and verifica-
tion points, the process took

about five minutes once
cars enter the bay. The swab
portion lasted as little as 35
seconds between the time
Tanton offered her reassur-
ing introduction and the
drivers restarted their cars
to exit.

The snaking car lines and
hourlong wait reflect the
overwhelming demand far
more than the service mem-
bers’ execution. Their as-
sembly-line approach is in
constant motion, as the
troops use two of the facili-
ty’s bays for testing. A third
bay is used as a decontami-
nation area, while the other
lanes remain open so traffic
can be diverted if cars break
down or batteries die inside
the building, as at least three
already have done.

The results take up to
seven days to come back,
Illinois National Guard
spokesman Maj. A.J. Rug-
gieri said.

The troops averaged
more than 60 tests an hour
last Thursday, with the lines
moving faster each day.
Guard members stop as
soon as they use 250 kits,
the maximum number of
the swabs permitted by the
federal government, ac-
cording to state officials.

On Saturday, the Guard
also helped open a testing
site in Bloomington in cen-

tral Illinois. Testing there
also tops out at 250 kits each
day.

Pritzker has called on the
federal government to ease
its restrictions so more tests
could be done.

“We are turning people
away when we just
shouldn’t have to,” the gov-
ernor said Sunday.

Once the Chicago site
hits its daily quota, Guard
members go through a de-
contamination process and
have their temperatures tak-
en a final time. In a sign that
this mission is a quintessen-
tial Chicago one, the troops
leave carrying their N95
masks — which many will
reuse the following day — in
red-and-white-striped Por-
tillos bags donated by the
restaurant.

Back at the hotel, there is
more work to be done as the
troops tackle both their mil-
itary and personal responsi-
bilities.

Maj. Schneider continues
reading the latest virus-
related studies and listening
to podcasts by respected
scientists until late into the
evening.

He also takes time to
FaceTime with his wife,
Kayleigh, and two small
children back in suburban
Plainfield. As a full-time
Illinois National Guard

member, he is used to de-
ployments that send him
away from home. This is the
first time, however, that he
has served during a crisis
that also affected his family.

He knows the burden to
keep the family healthy has
fallen almost entirely on his
wife’s shoulders, so to show
his appreciation, he sends
text messages throughout
the day and little gifts via
Amazon.

“I dissociate from it a
little bit so that I can focus
on what’s going on here. I
think we all try to do that,”
he said. “You rely on your
spouse to be a rock at home
… and my wife is a rock.”

Tanton also regularly
calls her family in Sterling,
about two hours west of
Chicago, to talk about her
day and encourage them to
stay at home if possible. A
sophomore at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago,
she has become an un-
abashed advocate for social
distancing and adhering to
guidelines established by
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

When Tanton sees
friends posting group pho-
tos as if the governor’s
stay-at-home order is sim-
ply extended spring break
fun, she chastises them first
and then lays on the guilt if
necessary.

“How much people pay
attention to those social
distancing protocols is how
long this is going to last,” she
said she tells them. “So, if
they follow the protocols,
then we can get control of
this faster and I can come
home faster.”

Like many Guard mem-
bers, Tanton goes for a solo
run outside each day, enjoy-
ing one of the few permis-
sible ways the troops are
allowed to leave the hotel.
Dinner is typically a boxed
meal picked up in the lobby,
though some fend for them-
selves and use Grubhub.

Both Tanton and Gonza-
lez devote time each day to
college studies. Though
they say their professors
have been supportive dur-
ing their deployment, the
women want to keep pace
with their classes as much
as possible. It helps that
Illinois college campuses
have closed and professors
have turned to remote
learning.

Within 15 minutes of
returning to the hotel last
week, Gonzalez put on cam-
ouflage-patterned yoga
pants and a hoodie before
starting her sociology
homework. Just a week
before, she had been a
college student watching
“The Office” on Netflix
when her sergeant called to
say she had been activated
and ordered Gonzalez to
report to her unit the fol-
lowing morning.

She’s still a college stu-
dent — but one tasked with
helping fight an unprece-
dented battle.

“I was worried they
wouldn’t activate me be-
cause I was in school,” she
said. “But I really wanted to
be here. Someday, I will tell
my children about this and
how I answered the call.”

sstclair@
chicagotribune.com
Twitter @StacyStClair

Members of the Illinois National Guard walk back to their hotel from their convoy at the Rivers Casino in Des Plaines after a day of coronavirus testing. 

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Pfc. Sabine Gonzalez, 18, sits down to begin her sociology homework in her hotel room after a day of testing. 

Senior Airman Serena Nicholas administers a coronavirus test to a first responder Thursday on Chicago’s Northwest Side. 

War 
Continued from Page 1
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Democratic presidential
front-runner Joe Biden
said he feels “frustration”
with the U.S. coronavirus
response and that it’s his
role to say what he believes
President Donald Trump
needs to do.

“If I see something that’s
not happening, I think it’s
my obligation to step up
and say ‘this is what we
should be doing,’ ” Biden
said Sunday on NBC’s
“Meet the Press.”

The former vice presi-
dent said that if he were in
office he would be using
the Defense Production Act
far more broadly than
Trump has. He said he
would not only compel
General Motors Co. to build
ventilators, as Trump has,
but increase the production
of personal protective
equipment for health care
workers. He said he would
also be thinking about the
next round of economic
stimulus.

“The coronavirus is not
the president’s fault, but
the slow response, the fail-
ure to get going right away,

the inability to do the
things that needed to be
done quickly, they are
things that they can’t con-
tinue,” Biden said. “We’re
going to go through anoth-
er phase of this, and we
have to be ahead of the
curve, not behind the curve
like we were the last time.”

As a presidential candi-
date without a current role
in government, Biden has
mostly been careful in his
language about Trump’s
actions and the adminis-
tration’s shortcomings. He
said Sunday that he’s deter-
mined to “tell the truth.”

Asked by NBC corre-
spondent Chuck Todd if
there’s “blood on the presi-
dent’s hands” for the ad-
ministration’s slow initial
reaction time and the more
than 2,000 U.S. deaths so
far, Biden declined to attack
Trump. 

“I think that’s a little too
harsh,” he said.

With some experts sug-
gesting many Americans
could face another 60 days
of home confinement, Bid-
en said he wouldn’t sugar-
coat how difficult the next
phase could be.

“The worst thing you

can do is raise false expec-
tations and then watch
them get dashed,” he said.
“Then they begin to lose
confidence in their leader-
ship. So we should just tell
the truth as best we know
it, as best the scientists
know it.”

Biden said it was too
early to know whether the
general election in Novem-
ber will need to be done by
mail, though he urged con-
sideration of a Senate bill
that would expand that
option. 

As in other recent inter-
views, he declined to say
whether his remaining op-
ponent for the Democratic
presidential nomination,
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers, should drop out.

Biden was asked if he felt
powerless or frustrated be-
cause he doesn’t have gov-
ernment role during the
COVID-19 crisis. He ini-
tially replied that he didn’t.
But after describing his
current state of campaign-
ing from home via
livestream, and speaking
about what he would do if
he were president, he add-
ed with a laugh, “there’s
some frustration.”

Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden, seen during the Feb. 19 debate, discussed

what actions he would take if in office on Sunday on NBC’s “Meet the Press.”

MARK RALSTON/GETTY-AFP

Biden expresses ‘frustration’
with US response to outbreak
By Jennifer Epstein
Bloomberg News via TNS

NEW YORK — New
York state’s coronavirus
death toll is nearing 1,000,
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said.
The state accounts for
more than 40% of co-
ronavirus deaths in the U.S.

New York City reported
in the evening that its toll
had risen to 776. The total
number of statewide
deaths isn’t expected to be
released until Monday, but
with at least 250 additional
deaths recorded outside
the city as of Sunday morn-
ing, the state’s total fatali-
ties was at least 1,026.

The vast majority have
been in New York City.
Figures released Sunday
morning showed 678 co-
ronavirus deaths in the city,
which continues to be the
epicenter of the pandemic
in the U.S. 

Meanwhile, new data is
showing which parts of the
city are being hit the hard-
est by disease and that
nearly a quarter of the
people who’ve died of co-
ronavirus in the state were
nursing home residents.

Coronavirus is over-
whelming some of New
York City’s poorest neigh-
borhoods, according to
new data released by the
city.

Queens accounts for
32% of the city’s more than
30,000 confirmed cases as
of Saturday — more than
any other borough.

Neighborhoods such as
Jackson Heights, Elmhurst
and Corona, which are gen-
erally poor, densely packed
and have large non-English
speaking populations, have
been among the hardest hit,
according to a city map
showing percent ranges of
people testing positive for
the disease, also known as
COVID-19. In those areas,
69% to 86% of the tests
done have come back pos-
itive.

A hospital in Elmhurst
has been overrun with co-

ronavirus cases. One day
last week, 13 hospital pa-
tients with the virus died.

Statistics on coronavirus
cases do not reflect every-
one who may have the
virus, because many people
have been told to manage
their illness at home and
are not getting tested.

The number of patients
being discharged at the
state’s hospitals after
they’ve been treated for
coronavirus has increased
daily to a high of 845 on
Saturday, Cuomo said. In
all, more than 3,500 people
have been discharged.

As of Sunday, more than
8,500 people remain hospi-
talized across the state be-
cause of the disease, includ-
ing more than 2,000 in
intensive care. In New York
City, about 20% of co-
ronavirus cases have led to
hospitalizations.

Those totals are continu-
ing to spike, but Cuomo
said they’re not multiplying
nearly as quickly as they
were last week. From
March 16 to 19, the number
of hospitalizations in the
state doubled every two
days. Now it’s taking about
six days for the number to
double.

On Saturday, after saying
he was weighing the idea of
a mandatory quarantine for
New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut, President
Donald Trump tweeted
that instead he’d issue ad-
visory urging people in

those states to avoid any
nonessential travel for two
weeks.

New York City Mayor
Bill de De Blasio said he
worried about the advis-
ory’s impact on families
with members in New York
and other places who were
looking to reunite.

All 50 U.S. states have
reported some cases of the
virus that causes
COVID-19, but New York
state has the most, with
over 52,000 positive tests. 

On Sunday de Blasio
reiterated his fears that
without reinforcements
the city will run out of
masks, gowns and other
hospital supplies in a week
and ventilators sooner.

With the expected peak
of cases in the city still two
to three weeks away, de
Blasio told CNN’s “State of
the Union” on Sunday that
the city also needs new
waves of doctors, nurses
and other medical person-
nel.

“We need to get them
relief,” de Blasio said.
“They can’t keep up at this
pace for weeks and weeks
and weeks ahead and ex-
pect to save lives the way
we need them to.”

Cuomo said Sunday that
more than 76,000 doctors,
nurses and other health
professionals, including
many who’ve recently re-
tired from the field, have
volunteered to help in the
coronavirus fight. 

New York passes 1K COVID-19
deaths; hospitalization rate falls

A paramedic transports a patient into the Trauma Center

at the Elmhurst Hospital Center on Sunday in New York. 

MARY ALTAFFER/AP 

By Michael R. Sisak
and Marina
Villeneuve
Associated Press

The billions of tax dollars
headed for hospitals and
states as part of the $2.2 tril-
lion coronavirus response
bill won’t fix the problem
facing doctors and nurses: a
critical shortage of protec-
tive gowns, gloves and
masks.

The problem isn’t a lack
of money, experts say. It’s
that there’s not enough of
those supplies available to
buy. 

What’s more, the crisis
has revealed a fragmented
procurement system now
descending into chaos just
as demand soars, The Asso-
ciated Press has found.

Hospitals, state govern-
ments and the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency are left bidding
against each other and driv-
ing up prices.

For more than a week,
governors have pushed
back against administration
assurances that supplies are
available now, bitterly com-
plaining to President Don-
ald Trump that there’s no
coordination.

“It’s pretty much every
state for itself,” said Virgin-
ia’s secretary of finance,
Aubrey Layne, who is
deeply involved with his
state’s effort to buy medical
supplies. 

Masks that were priced at
$2.50 a week ago are now
being quoted as high as $9,
he said, and suppliers make
clear that there are “plenty
of people out here” looking
to buy, even at the high
prices.

“There is a lot of oppor-
tunism going on,” Layne
said. 

Even if someone took
some of this money and
built the equipment to make
masks, gowns and gloves, it
would not solve the prob-
lem because none of the
materials are made in the
United States. That includes
latex and rubber, largely
from Southeast Asia, as well
as textiles used in surgical
gowns that can repel fluids
but are easily disposable.

“The suppliers that pro-
vide the raw materials
needed to make such items
have to increase their capac-

ity in order to deliver more
materials to manufacturers,
which could take time and
may not be feasible if the
suppliers are located in
other parts of the world that
are currently crippled by
the coronavirus,” said
Kaitlin Wowak, an assistant
professor at University of
Notre Dame business
school who specializes in
analytics and operations. 

“The coronavirus is
spreading at an unbeliev-
able rate so you can only
expect the demand for per-
sonal protective equipment
and other medical supplies
to follow the same trajec-

tory, which is scary given
that there is already a mas-
sive shortage of such items
at hospitals,” Wowak said. 

Doctors and nurses in hot
spots like New York and
New Orleans are caring for
feverish, wheezing
COVID-19 patients without
adequate masks, gloves or
gowns.

Can the $100 billion
carved out for hospitals in
the stimulus package solve
that?

“It is not about throwing
money at this problem,” said
Lisa Ellram, a professor of
supply chain management
at Miami University of Ohio. 

Just like consumers who
today wander past empty
shelves in the toilet paper
aisle, state governments and
hospitals are finding their
suppliers’ warehouses are
bare. 

The AP reported last
week that imports of critical
medical supplies were
plummeting due to factory
closures in China, where
manufacturers had been re-
quired to sell all or part of
their goods internally rather
than export to other coun-
tries.

Now that bottleneck has
tightened as the pandemic
sweeps through the world,

shuttering potential backup
factories from one country
to the next. Many manufac-
turers have been ordered to
shut down or limit produc-
tion throughout Southeast
Asia and Latin America,
including in India and
Mexico. 

In Malaysia, where 75%
of the world’s medical
gloves are made, AP found
factories were shut down
and only allowed to reopen
with half staff, who are now
locked in hostels at their
workplaces.

Shipments of medical
gloves are down 23% so far
this month compared with
2019, and medical gown
imports are down 64% for
the same period, according
to trade data compiled by
Panjiva and ImportGenius,
services that track imports
and exports. 

No medical-grade N95
masks, made almost entirely
in China, have arrived at
U.S. ports so far this month.

Doctors and nurses
working in hospitals have
also told AP about shortages
of saline flushes to clean
intravenous catheters, dis-
posable CaviWipe towel-
ettes to clean hospital sur-
faces, defibrillator elec-
trodes to shock hearts back
into beating and oxygen
concentrators, which help
respiratory patients
breathe. 

Six weeks ago, the Center
for Global Development
warned that the U.S. should
get ready to rapidly scale-up
medical supply manufac-
turing. Minnesota’s 3M Co.
was already ramping up, but
only in the past week have
many others followed.

A frenzied push to in-
crease domestic production
is too little and too late, said
Prashant Yadav, a visiting
fellow at the center.

Relief package won’t cure shortages
Hospital supplies
low as procurement
system nears chaos
By Martha Mendoza
and Juliet Linderman
Associated Press

Health workers in personal protective equipment handle a coronavirus test at a drive-thru testing station in Stamford,

Connecticut. Protective equipment is in short supply. 

JOHN MOORE/GETTY 
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CENTRAL, La. — Hun-
dreds of people flouted
Louisiana’s COVID-19 ban
on gatherings, coming on
buses and in personal vehi-
cles to the first of three
Sunday services at their
church a day after New
Orleans police broke up a
funeral gathering of about
100 people. 

An estimated 500 people
of all ages filed inside the
mustard-yellow and beige
Life Tabernacle Church in

Central, a city of nearly
29,000 outside Baton
Rouge.

More than 3,500 Louisi-
ana residents have been
diagnosed with the disease,
and more than 150 of them
have died, according to state
figures released Sunday.
Deaths include that of the
first federal prison inmate
— a man with “serious
preexisting conditions”
who was being held in
Oakdale, Louisiana, the U.S.
Bureau of Prisons said Sat-
urday.

Assistant ministers and

worshippers outside the
front doors and in the park-
ing lot at Life Tabernacle
told media to leave, saying
cameras would not be al-
lowed on the property and
worshippers had been told
not to talk to reporters.
They went inside without
further comment. 

Across the street, neigh-
bors gathered in a driveway,
carefully staying at least 6
feet apart.

Paul Quinn, a resident of
Central who lives near the
church, says this is a health
hazard.

“Other congregations are
using the Internet, Skype,
and other safe ways to
congregate. Why can’t they?
What makes them so spe-
cial?” Quinn said. “I wish
state police would come out
and do something. This is
above our little local police
level. The state needs to get
involved. If they get out of
church and go to the gro-
cery store, it’s a serious
health hazard. They don’t
know how many people
they’re affecting, and they
don’t seem to care. That’s a
problem.”

Pastor Tony Spell, right, walks with others after services at

the Life Tabernacle Church on Sunday in Central, Louisiana.

GERALD HERBERT/AP 

Church violates Louisiana ban on gatherings
By Stacey Plaisance
Associated Press

DETROIT — The advice
is simple and universal:
Washing your hands with
soap and water is one of the
most effective ways to stop
the spread of the co-
ronavirus. 

But for millions of people
across the country, that’s
not simple at all: They lack
running water in their
houses due to service shut-
offs prompted by overdue
bills. 

The Rev. Roslyn Bouier
remembers when children
began to show up at the
Brightmoor Connection
Food Pantry on Detroit’s
northwest side, clutching
empty pitchers. It was the
summer of 2014, and the
kids were parched. But
their thirst didn’t come
from playing outside — they
had no water at home.

That was the year the city
of Detroit started its water
shut-off campaign, turning
off water to 28,500 residen-
tial accounts behind on pay-
ments. Through the end of
2019, the city has recorded
about 127,500 total service

cutoffs, according to the
water department, though
that figure includes house-
holds where the water was
turned off repeatedly.

“In this pandemic, it’s the
people who are living on the
margins of society and the
poorest of our society that’s
being the most adversely
impacted,” Bouier said. 

We the People of Detroit
co-founder Monica Lewis-
Patrick said her organiza-
tion, which has campaigned
for years to end shut-offs,
has struggled to find bottled
water to deliver to families
without service because
supplies are being hoarded.

“Water is locked down,”
Lewis-Patrick said. “Many
people have been texting
and emailing me to say
‘What else can we do?’ The
world is crying out that
there must be a turning on
of the water.”

Water advocates and
elected officials argue that
it’s impossible for families
to follow the hygienic co-
ronavirus standards out-
lined by the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the World
Health Organization when
they don’t have water in
their homes. 

And members of Con-
gress and national organiza-
tions are pushing for federal

legislation and other action
to protect residents facing
high water bills and shut-
offs amid the crisis.

Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer issued an execu-
tive order Saturday requir-
ing communities statewide
to restore water service,
effectively ending water
shutoffs for the duration of
the coronavirus pandemic. 

The state has also estab-
lished a $2 million fund
through the Michigan De-
partment of Environment,
Great Lakes and Energy to
help provide funding to
local communities to help
reconnect homes to their
water supplies. 

Water shut-offs have
been recorded in all 50
states, according to Mary
Grant, director of the Food
& Water Action’s Public
Water for All Campaign. 

Grant said her organiza-
tion has tracked 417 munici-
palities and states that have
issued moratoriums on the
shut-offs, including the
state of New York, where
Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced the suspension of
utility shut-offs March 13. 

The group estimates the
moratoriums protect more
than 142 million from dis-
connections — or more than
40% of the U.S. population. 

In Alaska, the Rural Util-

ity Collaborative advisory
committee, which manages
water systems for 26 com-
munities, just voted to im-
mediately reconnect run-
ning water to homes cut off
for not paying their bills. 

“Hand-washing is the
No. 1 prevention for spread-
ing any illness,” said
Francine Moreno, the utili-
ty’s senior program man-
ager. 

Grant’s group is calling
for the moratoriums to be
extended nationwide. 

“At a time when we’re
hearing the federal govern-
ment, the CDC, our gover-
nors say ‘wash your hands,’

for people who have lost
their water service because
they can’t afford the water
bill, they can’t take these
measures,” she said.

A team of independent
experts affiliated with the
United Nations Human
Rights Council has called on
governments around the
world to end water cuts.

“The global struggle
against the pandemic has
little chance to succeed if
personal hygiene, the main
measure to prevent conta-
gion, is unavailable to the
2.2 billion persons who
have no access to safe water
services,” the experts said.

While many communi-
ties have announced mora-
toriums, Detroit is one of
the few to have a specific
plan to turn on the water,
announcing a program
March 9 that would restore
service for $25 a month.

The city has restored
water to more than 840
homes, with about 190 work
orders still pending, but
does not know the exact
number of homes without
service, the water depart-
ment said. 

An official said the city
plans to reach out to 5,400
houses “out of abundance of
caution.”

Rabbi Yosef Chesed, left, helps unload bottled water donated by Lorie Lutz last week at

the Brightmoor Connection Food Pantry in Detroit. Thousands in the city have no water.

PAUL SANCYA/AP 

Water shut-offs in sharp
focus amid virus outbreak
Millions across
nation simply can’t
wash their hands 
By Kat Stafford
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After
providing nearly $26 billion
in aid to farmers over the
past few years to offset
losses from President Don-
ald Trump’s trade war with
China, the administration
now has another giant new
pot of money to pass out to
them with little or no over-
sight, courtesy of the $2
trillion coronavirus stimu-
lus package.

The legislation, given fi-
nal passage by the House on
Friday and quickly signed
into law by Trump, allocates
as much as $23.5 billion in
assistance for farmers and
gives broad leeway to Agri-
culture Secretary Sonny
Perdue to direct it where he
sees fit.

The money was inserted
into the bill by senators from
farm states after an intense
lobbying push by major cor-
porate farming groups. Parts
of the industry are suffering
immediate hits from the
coronavirus outbreak, such
as corn growers who have
seen prices for ethanol
plummet and mom-and-
pop suppliers of farm mar-
kets that have closed in
many cities.

But unlike industries
such as airlines, hotels and
automakers, which have
largely or completely shut
down, most farms are still
operating. And sales of some
products in the industry
have surged as worried con-
sumers stock up, generating
shortages of meat, chicken,
eggs and flour.

The law provides Perdue
with $9.5 billion to support
farmers, including livestock
producers, suppliers of farm
markets and producers of
specialty crops, and $14 bil-
lion in borrowing authority
to replenish the fund he
used to make trade-related

payments to farmers in the
past two years. The depart-
ment’s entire discretionary
budget request for next year
is about $23 billion.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment will also receive an
additional $25.1 billion for
food aid programs for poor
families from the stimulus
bill.

“We are effectively subsi-
dizing every other sector of
the economy” in the $2
trillion stimulus package,
said Joshua Sewell, a farm-
ing industry analyst at Tax-
payers for Common Sense,
which advocates less gov-
ernment spending. “So I
guess the argument goes
that agriculture wants its
piece of the pie too.”

A small army of groups
mounted the fast-moving
campaign for aid, including
the politically powerful
American Farm Bureau
Federation and the National

Cattlemen’s Beef Associ-
ation. Joining them were
other smaller players repre-
senting producers of goods
like turkey, pork, potatoes,
sunflowers, sorghum,
peanuts and eggs.

Among their targets were
farm-state lawmakers like
Sen. John Hoeven of North
Dakota, who pressed for
$50 billion in aid for agri-
culture. Others included
Sens. Pat Roberts of Kansas,
John Thune of South Da-
kota and Mitch McConnell
of Kentucky, the majority
leader. All are Republicans
who serve on the Senate
agriculture committee or
the appropriations subcom-
mittee that oversees farm
aid.

Farmers in Midwestern
states like Iowa, Illinois and
Minnesota — as well as in
Texas and Kansas — reaped
much of the $26 billion
spent in the past two years

to blunt the economic effect
of the administration’s trade
policies, according to Jo-
seph Glauber of the Inter-
national Food Policy Re-
search Institute.

Without those payments,
net farm income last year
would have dropped about
5%, he estimated. Instead, it
rose nearly 12%.

Seth Meyer, an agricul-
tural economist with the
University of Missouri, said
the economic blow to agri-
culture from the virus could
be harder to offset than the
lost sales from trade policy.

“If you are producing
flowers and there is no
wedding this summer, if you
were a fruit and vegetable
grower selling through a
restaurant wholesaler, what
do you do now?” he asked.
“What if you are a milk
producer selling your prod-
uct to a processor who has
trouble organizing trans-

portation and labor?”
The bottom line, he said,

could be a bigger effect on
farmers than that created by
the trade friction with
China — “much bigger, po-
tentially.”

Still, some parts of the
industry are seeing benefits
from the pandemic. Some
big meat producers, includ-
ing Tyson Foods, an-
nounced special bonuses
last week for farmers to
reward them for the in-
crease in work to keep
supermarket shelves
stocked.

In general, farmers have
weathered recessions bet-
ter than other economic
groups because while con-
sumers cut purchases of
goods like clothing and
change their eating habits
to save money, they always
need food. This downturn is
fundamentally different
from others in many ways,

but Wall Street analysts are
issuing bullish predictions
for parts of the agriculture
industry based on the surge
in demand for products like
beef and chicken.

Congress imposed al-
most no limit on how Per-
due spends the money, sug-
gesting only that the $9.5
billion chunk be used to
support a wide range of
agricultural producers.

Similarly, with the $14
billion for the Commodity
Credit Corp., there is very
little guidance on how that
money can be spent other
than it be used for an
“emergency requirement.”

Perdue has repeatedly
warned farmers not to
count on continuing to re-
ceive payments from that
federal program. But every
time funding has been
about to run out, Trump
has clamored to spend
more.

For farmers, subsidies keep rolling in

A farmer sprays for weeds March 11 in Lititz, Pennsylvania. The rescue bill that passed Friday provides billions to farmers.

MARK ABRAMSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Coronavirus rescue
bill gives agriculture
sector up to $23.5B

By Eric Lipton and
Sharon LaFraniere
The New York Times
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Arthritis Knee Pain Treatment Helps Many Avoid Surgery
A huge decline in the need for knee replacement after scientists nailed a major secret and
the non-surgical treatment success rates soared to levels never seen before - Doctor’s Office

Swarmed For FDA Approved Treatment Covered By Most Insurance And Medicare
You can now eliminate your knee

pain with a hot new pain cure.

Imagine... go shopping, walking,

jogging, gardening, going

to church, playing with your

grandchildren, or going golfing

without knee pain...

Do all of the things you used to

enjoy and... get your life back free

of knee pain.

Not only is it possible, thousands

of Chicagoland Boomers and

Seniors with knee pain have

experienced the amazing relief

this new non-surgical treatment

option provides.

It’s like taking 30 years of wear

and tear off your knees - in less

than 30 minutes!

“I didn’t know how much LIFE

and SLEEP I was missing

because of my knee pain, until

it went away with this wonderful

treatment.” — George R.

You know how it is . . .
You stop enjoying your favorite

activities because your knee is

hurting. You try pain medicines,

braces, or different over-the-

counter arthritis supplements. But

all of them leave you regretting

spending the afternoon raking

up leaves, tickling grandkids, or

even just taking that short trip

upstairs...

So What Is Causing My Knee

Pain And How Do I Stop It?
It’s pretty simple, really. You see,

when you’re young, you have a

thick, fluid protein inside your knee

joints to lubricate them as you

move.

This fluid also acts as a cushion

and shock absorber inside your

knee. It’s called synovial fluid, and

it works much like the oil in a car’s

engine to keep all the parts moving

freely, without friction.

However, as you age, this fluid

dries out, leaving your bones to

painfully rub and grind against

each other with every step. And

unfortunately, there’s no way for

the joint to make more.

After years of trusted service in

moving you everywhere you need

to go, your knee starts to feel a

subtle ache with certain activities

like using stairs, kneeling down,

or getting out of the car. With time,

it becomes a constant ache. If left

untreated, it can keep you awake

at night, and hurt with every step.

Why are many doctors with
knee pain fleeing away
from knee surgery to this
treatment for themselves?
Research has proven that up to

one-third of those who have knees

replaced continue to experience

chronic pain, while 2 in 5 are

dissatisfied with the results.

Thenumberof totalkneereplacement

surgeries done in the US each year

has more than doubled between 1991

and 2010. A recent study analyzed

data of more than 4800 patients with

Osteoarthritis showed “One-third of

Total Knee replacement performed

may be inappropriate.”

The good news is, scientists

have discovered an all natural,

lubricating fluid that is identical

to the fluid we have in our knees.

It has been proven in numerous

clinical studies to act as a natural

lubricant in your joints.

It’s FDA approved and is a perfect
cushion and shock absorber for

your joints. In fact, it’s even been

compared to letting your sore joints

rest on the softest down pillow. It’s

almost as if your knee sighes with

relief and relaxation.

Once it’s correctly placed inside

your knee, it can make them feel
just like new again, eliminate
any rubbing and friction, and
make your joints glide smoothly.

Sounds good but in
general, I have been able
to tough it out so far.

Here is why this is a mistake that

you could regret for the many years

to come, because while we have

seen much better response with

proactive people, this ache in your

knees could be a sign of serious

damage, and people who choose to

simply “tough it out,” will definitely

see their knees deteriorate further

over time. The one thing we know

is: The damage will NEVER undo it-

self without some help.

You see, once the fluid in your

knees is gone, you’re out of luck.

You’re facing a lifelong fight against

knee pain.And while some pills and

topical gels might disguise the pain

- the damage is still happening.

That’s the real issue here. Just

because the pain can be reduced

with a few anti-inflammatory pills

and an ice pack, doesn’t mean

it’s ok. You need to do something

about it now before your knee is

completely destroyed.

With less activity, comes weight

gain, depression, more aches and

pains, until finally you realize you

can no longer do all of those fun &

exciting activities you enjoy.

Sure, you can put up with this

ache in your knee, but the cost of

doing nothing about it is HUGE. You

are not doing yourself a favor by

“toughing it out.”

“Every day was hard. I couldn’t

enjoy my favorite activities

anymore. But thankfully, now I’m

back in full form. I am doing yard

work for the first time in years!”

— Phil M.

Seriously, you can get the knee

pain relief you are looking for

without wasting your precious

time recovering or even spending a

dime (more on that shortly).

One thing you should know:
As long as you haven’t had knee

surgery, you will feel relief from

this treatment. Patients should

be aware that surgery is a “done

deal.” That’s why you cannot have

this treatment after surgery if you

still hurt.

This special treatment is often

called “Joint Oil” because it’s like

squirting oil on a rusty door hinge.

It eliminates a lot of the rubbing,

grinding, and pain.

You can’t get results like these
with stem cells, supplements, or
even surgery. Glucosamine and
Chondroitin can’t do what this
treatment can do.

Why is the success rate for

this treatment very high at

Joint Relief Institute while

many people getting the

same treatment with no

relief whatsoever?
Scientists recently discovered why

many non-surgical treatments fail.

They found out that 30% of the time,

treatments miss the joint space!

Both the patients and their doctors

think that the knee didn’t respond.

Turns out, inmost cases, themedicine

never got in the right space.

The doctors at Joint Relief Institute

use live digital imaging in addition

to a unique double-confirmation

technique that GUARANTEES that

100% of the medicine is delivered

with extreme precision into the

troubled areas inside your joint every

single time.

PLUS - the injection is virtually

painless because the doctors

at Joint Relief Institute use a

two step numbing and imaging

process to eliminate pain.

Most of the injections done

everywhere else are done blind

with no digital confirmation, and

very few are done with a single

digital confirmation technique.

One patient even said this:

“When I received a similar treatment to

this, and it didn’t help me, the doctor

scheduled me for surgery. Luckily, I

decided to travel more than 400 miles

to the Joint Relief Institute. I am pain-

free now, and I never had to go under

the knife.”

Is it true this natural

treatment option could

cost NOTHING?
Yes, more good news, besides

the pain relief, is that because

this nonsurgical program has

already proven to help thousands

of seniors, Medicare and other

insurance plans will cover this

wonderful treatment.

So there is very likely NO COST

to you for this life-changing

treatment.

Here is what you need to do

to claim your free screening:
If you or a loved one is suffering

with knee pain, this could be the

blessed relief you’re looking for.

You are personally invited to a

FREE knee pain screening from

the Joint Relief Institute doctors

to see if you are a good candidate

for this all natural, highly-precise

treatment.

Your screening will only take about

20-30 minutes of your time, as one

of their doctors sits down with you

and answers all the questions you

have about your knees.

On the day of your treatment, you’ll

be able to come in on your own,

and be done within 30 minutes or

less. No pain. No problem driving

yourself home.

Due to high demand, they can

only offer a limited number of FREE

screens every month.

So if you’re interested,

Call Now For

Your FREE

Screening

(708) 963-0064.
*ALL MEDICARE AND INSURANCE REGULATIONS

ARE FOLLOWED*

ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

Call now (708) 963-0064
to schedule your free screening.

You can be pain free!

JRI Doctors see live into the knee joint. Even
you will be able to tell the medicine is flowing
where it needs to be. No guess work, no poking
around, the medicine cushions, lubricates and
helps heal the damaged knee.

JOINT RELIEF INSTITUTE
NON-SURGICAL JOINT ARTHRITIS TREATMENT

ORLAND PARK
60 Orland Square Drive, Suite 101

OAK BROOK
600 W. 22nd Street, Suite 102
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The doctors at Joint Relief

Institute use live digital

imaging in addition to a

unique double-confirmation

technique that GUARANTEES

that 100% of the medicine

is delivered with extreme

precision into the troubled

areas inside your joint every

single time.
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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

BELMAR, N.J. — This is
a story about bosses and
their workers, in the dark
days of COVID-19. It’s also a
story about how one good
turn deserves another and
yet another.

And this being New Jer-
sey, it’s also a story about
pizza.

Bryan Morin and his
brother Michael operate
Federico’s Pizza in this
Jersey Shore town. In the
summer, they deliver
cheese steak pizzas and
12-inch subs and garlic
knots directly to the beach,
a few blocks away. In win-
ter, customers flock to the
cozy, black-and-white tiled
restaurant on Main Street. 

But across the ocean,
trouble brewed. Bryan
Morin tossed and turned all
night after watching news
reports of how a virus
spread rapidly in Italy,
eventually bringing life to a
virtual standstill and lead-
ing to massive layoffs as
businesses closed down.

He could not let this
happen at Federico’s.

Many of his employees
have been with the busi-

ness for a decade or more;
the head cook has been
there for 22 years, since the
business was owned by
Bryan and Michael’s father. 

“I’m the provider for my
employees; I supply their
salary, and if they don’t
have a salary, they won’t be
able to afford their rent,
their credit card bills, their
insurance, their gas,” he
said. 

He decided to “do the
right thing and take the hit,
and I’ll make it up some-
where down the line.” 

So about two weeks ago,
he secured a $50,000 line of
credit from his bank. He
promised his workers
they’d have a job for at least
the next two months, come
what may. He’d reassess
conditions after that, but
he’d do everything possible
to keep paychecks flowing.

As word of the brothers’
pledge got around, the
community rallied round.
Customers began helping
out: an extra $10 on top of
the usual 20% tip, a few
bucks earmarked for the
kitchen staff.

But then, something un-
expected happened: a
surge of pay-it-forward do-
nations.

People — some who
were ordering food, some
who just wanted to help —
called and asked the pizze-
ria to charge their credit
cards for food to be sent to
those on the front lines of
the virus response: Doc-
tors, nurses and other staff
at a nearby hospital, police,
firefighters and EMS
squads.

In just two days last
week, Federico’s took in
nearly $4,000 to make and
deliver pizzas to first re-
sponders. Moments before
Bryan Morin was inter-
viewed last week, the
pizzeria sent 30 free pizzas
to Jersey Shore Medical
Center, a vital battleground
in the fight against
COVID-19 in a state that
has the second-most cases
in the nation.

All because the boss
cared.

“This is such a scary
time, and so many people
are getting laid off,” said
Kirsten Phillips, who
works the counter. “It was
so unexpected what he did,
but maybe it shouldn’t have
been, because he always
took care of us. This is
really the best job I’ve ever
had.”

Michael Morin and Sylvia Pappa take orders Tuesday at Federico’s Pizza in Belmar, New

Jersey. Owners Michael and brother Bryan took out a line of credit to pay their workers.

WAYNE PARRY/AP 

Pizzeria’s recipe to pay staff
gives rise to donation orders
By Wayne Parry
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Child
welfare agencies across the
U.S., often beleaguered in
the best of times, are scram-
bling to confront new chal-
lenges that the coronavirus
is posing for caseworkers,
kids and parents. 

For caseworkers, the po-
tential toll is physical and
emotional. Child welfare
workers in several states,
including Michigan, Mass-
achusetts, New York and
Washington, have tested
positive for COVID-19.

Many agencies, seeking
to limit the virus’ spread,
have cut back on in-person
inspections at homes of
children considered at risk
of abuse and neglect. Par-
ents of children already in
foster care are missing out
on visits. Slowdowns at
family courts are burden-
ing some of those parents
with agonizing delays in
getting their children back.

“There are real sad con-
sequences for folks who’ve
been making progress
toward reunifying,” said
Boston social worker Adri-
ana Zwick, who represents
unionized caseworkers
with Massachusetts’ De-
partment of Children and
Families.

For workers, widespread
shortages of gloves, masks
and other safety gear are
raising concerns, said An-
gelo McClain, CEO of the
National Association of So-
cial Workers. “If a report
comes in of a kid in danger,
you need to go out and
make sure that child is safe
— but you need a face mask,
gloves, sanitizer,” he said.

In New York City, the
nation’s worst-hit area,
child protection staff are
instructed mostly to use
“virtual visiting,” even
while investigating poten-
tial risks to a child’s safety.

The city’s Administra-
tion for Children’s Services
has provided staff with
questions to ask families to
gauge whether any house-
hold member may have the

virus. If they do, the agency
says special medical assist-
ance might be requested if
pursuing an investigation.

Many child welfare pro-
fessionals worry the pan-
demic, by increasing stress
on already fragile families,
will fuel a rise in child
abuse and neglect.

“You have families that
don’t have stable housing,
stable income. Maybe
there’s a mental health
challenge or a substance
abuse problem — and now
the schools are closed,”
Zwick said. “That is a
recipe for disaster.”

Teachers and other
school employees normally
offer a safeguard by report-
ing suspicious bruises and
other warning signs, said
McClain of the social work-
ers association. “Now you
don’t have those eyes and
ears,” he said.

In Fort Worth, Texas,
Cook Children’s Medical
Center recently admitted
seven children younger
than 4 who suffered severe
abuse, including two who
died the same day.

Dr. Jayme Coffman, who
heads the hospital’s child
abuse prevention center,
linked the surge of cases to
the heightened stress on
families during the crisis.

Because older people are
particularly vulnerable to
COVID-19 and few chil-
dren have died from it, kids
have not been a focus of
public health efforts.

That’s a mistake, accord-

ing to University of Penn-
sylvania professor Marci
Hamilton, also CEO of
CHILD USA, a think tank
seeking to prevent child
abuse and neglect.

“Already some areas are
reporting spikes in abuse,”
she said. “If caseworkers
don’t have that protective
equipment, it’s likely we’ll
have fewer home visits, and
fewer home visits mean
more kids at risk.”

For many parents whose
children are in foster care,
and who yearn to get them
back, the pandemic has
worsened their predic-
ament. Many family courts
have postponed nonemer-
gency cases, and many so-
cial services required for
reunification have been
disrupted.

Foster care also is facing
upheaval, with the U.S. De-
partment of Health and
Human Services easing its
oversight rules.

Under long-standing
law, caseworkers are re-
quired to make monthly
in-person visits to children
in foster care. The agency
now says caseworkers in-
stead can do videoconfer-
encing visits.

As for visits between
foster children and their
biological families,
JooYeun Chang, executive
director of Michigan’s Chil-
dren’s Services Agency, said
they’re no longer required
to be face to face but can be
done through Skype or
FaceTime.

Virus upends every segment
of child welfare system in US
By David Crary
Associated Press

A sign indicates the playground at an elementary school is

closed. Schools provide a safeguard for at-risk children.

STEVEN SENNE/AP 

WASHINGTON — Ag-
gressive social distancing
measures should stay in
place until there is “sus-
tained reduction” in the
number of COVID-19 cases
for 14 days, former FDA
commissioner Scott Gott-
lieb said Sunday.

“So 14 days after you
start to see a sustained
reduction in the number of
daily cases, that’s the point
at which you can contem-
plate lifting some of these
measures that we have in
place right now, some of
these very aggressive social
distancing measures,” Gott-
lieb said on CBS’s Face the
Nation. “But you need to do

it very gradually.”
Cases in the U.S. contin-

ue to escalate, as the num-
ber of deaths doubled to
over 2,100 in two days.

Gottlieb is a physician
and one of the authors of a
report released Sunday by
the conservative think tank
American Enterprise Insti-
tute that spells out a four-
phase plan for navigating
the COVID-19 pandemic.
He was head of the Food
and Drug Administration
under President Donald
Trump until last April. An-
other author of the report,
Mark McClellan, is a for-
mer commissioner of the
FDA and former adminis-

trator for the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices.

“You need to have the
ability to test the popula-
tion widely so you can
determine who has the
infection, who doesn’t, and
use case-based interven-
tions, where you isolate
individual people,” Gottlieb
said. “You also want good
information about where
the virus is spreading. You
need to be testing very
widely to know where the
virus is spreading.”

Gottlieb, now a fellow
with AEI, has been a public
voice during the co-
ronavirus crisis.

Country singer Joe Diffie dies
of coronavirus complications

NEW YORK — Country
singer Joe Diffie, who had
a string of hits in the 1990s
with chart-topping bal-
lads and honky-tonk sin-
gles like “Home” and
“Pickup Man,” has died
after testing positive for
COVID-19. He was 61. 

Diffie on Friday an-
nounced he had con-
tracted the coronavirus,
becoming the first country
star to go public with such
a diagnosis. Diffie’s publi-
cist said the singer died
Sunday in Nashville,

Tennessee, due to compli-
cations from the virus. 

Diffie, a native of Tulsa,
Oklahoma, was a member
of the Grand Ole Opry for
more than 25 years. His
hits included “Honky
Tonk Attitude,” “Prop Me
Up Beside the Jukebox (If
I Die),” “Bigger Than the
Beatles” and “If the Devil
Danced (In Empty Pock-
ets).” 

Diffie is survived by his
wife, Tara Terpening
Diffie, and seven children
from four marriages.

Serial killer dubbed ‘Grim
Sleeper’ dies in Calif. prison

SAN QUENTIN, Calif.
— Lonnie Franklin, the
convicted serial killer
known as the “Grim
Sleeper” who preyed on
the women of South Los
Angeles for more than two
decades, has died in pris-
on. He was 67.

California corrections
officials said Franklin was
found unresponsive in his
cell at San Quentin State
Prison on Saturday eve-
ning. An autopsy will de-
termine the cause of

death; however, there
were no signs of trauma,
corrections spokeswoman
Terry Thornton said.

Franklin had been on
death row since August
2016 for the deaths of nine
women and a teenage girl. 

Most of the victims
were fatally shot at close
range, though two were
strangled.

The killer earned his
moniker because of the
apparent hiatus from the
late 1980s to 2002. 

Stranded ship awaits Panama
passage, faces doubts in Florida

PANAMA CITY — The
Panama Canal Authority
says two cruise ships car-
rying more than 1,800
passengers and crew, in-
cluding some infected
with COVID-19, had be-
gun transiting the canal. 

The announcement
came after the passengers
on the Zaandam and its
sister ship the Rotterdam
received mixed signals
about their fate. While
Panamanian officials said
they would let the ships

through the canal, Hol-
land America Lines said it
had not been given official
permission and the mayor
of Fort Lauderdale, Flor-
ida, said he didn’t want it
to dock near his city as
planned, at least without
extensive precautions.

Holland America Lines
said Friday that four peo-
ple aboard the Zaandam
had died — though the
cause was not reported —
and at least two had tested
positive for COVD-19. 

N. Korea fires missiles amid coronavirus worries
SEOUL, South Korea —

North Korea on Sunday
fired two suspected ballis-
tic missiles into the sea,
South Korea and Japan
said, continuing a streak of
weapons launches that sug-
gests leader Kim Jong Un is
trying to strengthen do-
mestic support amid wor-
ries about a possible

coronavirus outbreak in the
country. 

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said it de-
tected the projectiles flying
from the North Korean
eastern coastal city of Won-
san into the waters be-
tween the Korean Penin-
sula and Japan on Sunday
morning. 

The projectiles flew
about 143 miles at a maxi-
mum altitude of 19 miles,
the statement said. 

The military described
the launches as “very inap-
propriate” at a time when
the world is battling the
coronavirus outbreak. It
urged North Korea to stop
such military action. 

US-led forces
pull out of 3rd
Iraqi base 
this month

BAGHDAD — The U.S.-
led coalition in Iraq with-
drew Sunday from a mili-
tary base in the country’s
north that nearly
launched Washington into
an open war with neigh-
boring Iran.

The K1 Air Base is the
third site coalition forces
have left this month, in
line with U.S. plans to
consolidate its troops in
two locations in Iraq.

A rocket attack on the
base in late December
killed one American con-
tractor and lead to a series
of tit-for-tat attacks be-
tween the U.S. and Iran-
backed Iraqi militia
groups. The attacks culmi-
nated in the U.S.-directed
killing of top Iranian Gen.
Qassem Soleimani and a
senior Iraqi militia leader,
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis. 

Coalition forces handed
over the K1 base in the
northern Iraqi province of
Kirkuk to Iraq’s military,
according to a coalition
statement. 

In Thailand: Officials in
Thailand say a riot at a
prison in a northeastern
province was set off when
inmates plotting to escape
spread false rumors that
several prisoners were in-
fected with the co-
ronavirus.

Fires were set in parts
of Buriram Prison during a
riot on Sunday in which
about 100 prisoners took
part, and gunshots were
fired in the operation to
quash the violence. The
facility houses about 2,100
inmates.

Corrections Depart-
ment Director-General
Narat Sawettanan said no
one was killed but several
people were injured. Thai
media reported five peo-
ple hurt.

Seven inmates were re-
captured, said Narat. It
was not clear if any others
were still at large.

NEWS BRIEFING
Staff and news services

The solitude of prayer: A woman prays during the Sunday Mass celebrated by priests

from the roof of the church San Gabriele dell’Addolorata in Rome amid the spread of the

COVID-19 pandemic in Italy. 

TIZIANA FABI/GETTY-AFP 

Ex-FDA chief: Distancing must
continue until infection slows
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MANILA, Philippines —
A plane carrying eight peo-
ple, including an American
and a Canadian, burst into
flames Sunday while at-
tempting to take off from
Manila’s airport on a flight
bound for Japan, killing all
those on board, officials
said.

The Westwind 24 plane,
which was carrying six Fil-
ipino crew members and
the American and Canadian
passengers, was bound for

Tokyo on a medical mission
when it caught fire near the
end of the main runway,
Manila airport general
manager Ed Monreal said.

Firetrucks and rescue
personnel doused the twin-
engine aircraft with foam to
try to extinguish the flames,
Monreal said.

“Unfortunately, there
were no survivors,” Mon-
real told a late-night news
conference.

Monreal declined to
identify the victims until
their families were in-
formed and said other de-

tails about the flight and the
passengers were unclear.

The Civil Aviation Au-
thority of the Philippines
said the aircraft apparently
encountered an unspecified
“problem which resulted in
a fire” as it rolled to take off,
adding its chief investigator
was on the way to the scene.

Video footage shows the
aircraft engulfed in flames
in the darkness as firefight-
ers scramble to put out the
fire by spraying chemical
foam while sirens blare.

Nearly three hours after
the accident, the bodies of

the victims were still inside
the wreckage. Airport au-
thorities were waiting for
police investigators to ex-
amine the crash scene be-
fore retrieving the remains,
Monreal said.

The airport had only
minimal staff because of air
travel restrictions that are
part of a monthlong lock-
down imposed by the gov-
ernment to fight the corona
virus outbreak, officials
said.

Manila, the capital of the
Philippines, is in the main
northern region of Luzon. 

Rescuers stand next to the wreckage of a plane that burst

into flames during takeoff Sunday in Manila, Philippines. 

GETTY-AFP

American, 7 others die as plane catches fire 
By Jim Gomez
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO —
One week in isolation. Two
families. Only a few miles
away, yet a world apart.

For San Francisco lawyer
Rebecca Biernat, a mother
of three, “sheltering in
place” started out in a panic,
but her family is now ad-
justing. She is working from
home. Her kids are keeping
busy with online school and
regular video chats with
teachers and friends. The
family is finding silver lin-
ings in the slower pace of
life and time together.

For hotel housekeeper
Sonia Bautista, the world is
spiraling out of control. She
and her husband have lost
their jobs, they can’t afford
their rent and their teenage
son is feeling bored and
overwhelmed by the
lessons his school is posting
online. The family is afraid
of becoming destitute.

California’s Bay Area has
been shut down since mid-
March, the first region of
America to order its resi-
dents to stay home, work
remotely and home-school
their children in a desperate
bid to slow the spread of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Much of San Francisco feels
as empty as a Gold Rush
ghost town, its streets
cleared of people, of cable
cars and most other vehi-
cles, making a rush-hour
drive through the hilly
streets feel like a roller
coaster with no traffic to
slow things down.

For the two families, like
millions across America,
there are constant anxieties
and nerve-wracking mo-
ments to navigate. But their
ability to cope is dramati-
cally different. They remind
us, that while a global pan-
demic may know no bound-
aries, how you survive the
upheaval may depend in
part on your paycheck.

Slower pace: There is no
rushing to get kids up and
out the door to school. No
commute. No hurrying
home from work to get
dinner on the table. 

At their spacious, tidy
two-story home in a leafy
neighborhood, Rebecca
Biernat is finding a new
sense of sanity amid the
disruption.

“Everything that made
being a working parent so
hard — is gone,” says Bier-
nat, a civil litigator with a
San Francisco firm now
working out of a home
office.

Biernat did feel initial
panic when the shelter in
place order was announced.
She raced out to buy es-
sentials at the grocery store.

She’s been out several
times since and is reassured
by the supplies at supermar-
kets. She plans to shop once
a week, as she did before.

Her husband, Frankie
Keenan, a plumbing con-
tractor, is considered an
essential worker and still

getting paid but also getting
to spend more time at
home. 

“The positive thing is I
am with them all the time,”
Biernat, 47, says of her
family, Seamus, 6, Rachel, 9,
and Jack, 16. “I feel more on
top of my home life.

“We are extremely fortu-
nate, and I remind myself
every day to count our
blessings. We are blessed to
have a place to live, we have
money to buy food. I have a
salary. I can’t imagine what
it’s like for people thinking,
‘How am I going to feed my
kids’ every day?’ ”

“So horrible”: The crush-
ing weight of Sonia Bautis-
ta’s new reality hit her at the
supermarket.

She and her husband
rushed out the moment
they heard the shelter-in-
place order. But shelves at
their supermarket were al-
ready bare of essentials.
There were no eggs, no
bread, no toilet paper or
bottled water and as she

stood in the checkout line
with the few items she did
find, she had a panic attack. 

“It was so horrible. I just
started to cry. In that mo-
ment, I thought, ‘I have no
work, no food, no money.
How will I feed my fam-
ily?’ ” says Bautista, 43.

For the past six years,
Bautista worked full time as
a housekeeper at San Fran-
cisco’s Palace Hotel, one of
the city’s finest luxury ho-
tels. 

The San Francisco Bay
Area had been feeling the
effect of a tourism slow-
down for months, since the
coronavirus hit China and
shut down the city’s lucra-
tive conference industry
that keeps hotels filled. On
March 8, the hotel, owned
by Marriott, told her due to
the slowdown they no long-
er needed her.

A week later, her hus-
band, William Gonzalez,
got laid off. Gonzalez
worked in the employee
cafeteria at the Marriott
Waterfront hotel at San

Francisco’s airport, where
his 40 hours were already
trimmed to 16 in February
due to the slowdown. 

They don’t know how
they will pay the $2,800 for
their small two-bedroom
apartment in South San
Francisco, just outside the
city limits. 

“We try not to panic,”
Gonzalez says. “If this lasts
only two months, maybe we
will be fine.”

Finding humor: For Bier-
nat, working from home has
its challenges, but she main-
tains a sense of humor
about it.

“I haven’t put on makeup
or gotten dressed up in over
a week,” she jokes, adding
it’s a great opportunity to
get in shape — “I’m wearing
workout clothes all day,
every day, anyway.”

The younger kids are
settling into virtual school-
ing. Their private school is
replicating the kids’ daily
schedule, which starts with
the principal’s morning as-

sembly that they watch to-
gether at breakfast. Then
Rachel, in third grade,
heads off to her room for a
full day of classes being
livestreamed by her teach-
ers. 

“They can even raise
their hands, chat and talk,”
Biernat says. 

Getting harder: Bautista
and her husband are trying
to stay positive but it is
getting harder. 

Both have applied for
unemployment benefits,
but have yet to hear if their
applications have been ap-
proved. 

They fear losing their
health insurance, which
their contract says is only
extended one month after
being laid off. Their union is
negotiating with the com-
pany for an extension. 

Husband and wife try to
put on a brave face for their
14-year-old son, Ricardo,
who feels his family’s stress
acutely, compounded by
desperately wanting to
hang out with friends.

“It’s really boring,” Ri-
cardo says, about being
cooped up at home. His
teachers are not livestream-
ing classes but posting as-
signments online, which he
says feels like an over-
whelming amount of home-
work. He is sleeping more
and spending more time
playing video games, often
with friends online, Gonza-
lez said. His parents let him
go to school to pick up
lunch one day. 

After their initial failed
supermarket run, the family
went out early the next
morning with a strategy.
They arrived at their super-
market at 6 a.m. and were
the first to enter when
doors opened at 8. Bautista
ran for the eggs; Ricardo
grabbed bottled water. 

To keep a sense of nor-
malcy, the family cooks all
three meals and eats to-
gether, something they
rarely got to do before. They
are starting to think of
cutting back to two meals a
day to save money, Gonza-
lez says.

2 different sides of sheltering in place
Life slows for 1 Bay
Area family as 2nd
faces uncertainty
By Jocelyn Gecker
and Olga R. Rodriguez
Associated Press

William Gonzalez, left, son Ricardo Bautista, 14, and wife Sonia Bautista at their South San Francisco apartment. 

JEFF CHIU/AP 

Rose Garden.
Brought forward by

Trump at the outdoor brief-
ing, Fauci said his projec-
tion of a potential 100,000
to 200,000 deaths is “en-
tirely conceivable” if not
enough is done to mitigate
the crisis. He said that
helped shape the extension
of the guidelines, “a wise
and prudent decision.”

The federal guidelines
recommend against large
group gatherings and urge
older people and anyone
with existing health prob-
lems to stay home. People
are urged to work at home
when possible and avoid
restaurants, bars, nonessen-
tial travel and shopping
trips.

The extension would
leave the federal recom-
mendations in place beyond
Easter on April 12, by which
time Trump had hoped the
country and its economy
could start to rev up again.
Alarmed public-health offi-
cials said Easter was sure to
be too soon.

The U.S. had more than
137,000 COVID-19 cases re-
ported by late Sunday after-
noon, with more than 2,400
deaths. 

Earlier Fauci told CNN:
“I would say between
100,000 and 200,000
cases,” then corrected him-

self to say he meant deaths.
“We’re going to have mil-
lions of cases.” But he added
“I don’t want to be held to
that” because the pandemic
is “such a moving target.” 

One in 3 Americans re-
main under state or local
government orders to stay
at home to slow the spread
of the virus, with schools
and businesses closed and
public life upended.

Dr. Deborah Birx, head of
the White House co-
ronavirus task force, said
parts of the country with
few cases so far must pre-
pare for what’s to come. “No
state, no metro area will be
spared,” she said on NBC’s
“Meet the Press.”

Most people who con-
tract COVID-19 have mild

or moderate symptoms,
which can include fever and
cough but also milder cases
of pneumonia, sometimes
requiring hospitalization.
The risk of death is greater
for older adults and people
with other health problems.
Hospitals in the most af-
flicted areas are straining to
handle patients and some
are short of critical supplies.

Fauci’s prediction would
take the death toll well past
that of the average seasonal
flu. Trump repeatedly cited
the flu’s comparatively
much higher cost in lives in
playing down the severity of
this pandemic.

Just on Saturday, Trump
was discussing tightening
restrictions, suggesting and
then backing away from an

“enforceable” quarantine of
hard-hit New York, Con-
necticut and New Jersey.
Instead, the White House
Task Force recommended a
travel advisory for residents
of those states to limit non-
essential travel to slow the
spread of the virus.

House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi suggested that
Trump shouldn’t be so
quick to reverse the social
distancing guidelines, say-
ing more testing needs to be
in place to determine
whether areas currently
showing fewer infections
are truly at lower risk.

Trump’s “denial” in the
crisis was “deadly,” she told
CNN.

“As the president fiddles,
people are dying, and we

have to take every precau-
tion,” she said. 

She promised a congres-
sional investigation once
the pandemic is over to
determine whether Trump
heeded advice from scien-
tific experts and to answer
the question that resonates
through U.S. political scan-
dals: “What did he know
and when did he know it?”

Trump minimized the
gravity of the pandemic for
weeks. Asked whether she
is saying that attitude cost
American lives, Pelosi said:
“Yes, I am. I’m saying that.”

Meanwhile, governors in
other hot spots across the
country were raising alarm
that the spread of the virus
was threatening their
health care systems.

“We remain on a trajec-
tory, really, to overwhelm
our capacity to deliver
health care,” Louisiana
Gov. John Bel Edwards said
on ABC’s “This Week.” “By
the end of the first week in
April, we think the first real
issue is going to be ventila-
tors. And we think it’s about
the fourth or fifth of April
before, down in the New
Orleans area, we’re unable
to put people on ventilators
who need them. And then
several days later, we will be
out of beds.”

He said officials have
orders out for more than
12,000 ventilators through
the national stockpile and
private vendors, but so far
have only been able to get
192. 

Virus 
Continued from Page 1

President Donald Trump speaks during a coronavirus task force briefing Sunday at the

White House in Washington, D.C. He extended social distancing guidelines until April 30.

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 
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EDITORIALS

With a school year interrupted by an
11-day teachers strike last fall, and now on
pause for at least a month due to the co-
ronavirus pandemic, kids attending Chi-
cago Public Schools are nearing an unfor-
tunate benchmark: a lost school year.

How to compensate? Students deserve
to have days made up at the end of the
year, and that means preparing for the
possibility now. If the Chicago Teachers
Union truly is driven by outcomes for kids,
it should not protest extra days into the
summer. The kids hurt the most by a
monthlong school closure are the ones
CTU purports to advocate for the most —
students without strong support systems
at home.

The Chicago Board of Education met
last week to approve $75 million in emer-
gency money to address equity concerns
driven by coronavirus fallout. That money
largely should be driven toward helping
thousands of kids with limited access to
technology and broadband who are now
stuck at home. Access to technology is a
statewide problem, too, for the Gov. J.B.
Pritzker-ordered school closures across
Illinois scheduled until at least April 7.

From a Chicago Tribune-ProPublica
Illinois analysis published March 27:

“When it became clear that schools
would likely be affected by virus-related
closures, (the Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation) posted a survey asking superin-
tendents to weigh in on their technology
needs — both physical devices and the
internet capabilities of students at home …
That survey showed that 433 districts — or
71% of all those that responded — said
there were obstacles to teaching students
remotely …” according to a state spokes-
woman.

Yet that’s the haphazard backup plan
now in place. Students are supposed to be
e-learning, but many of them can’t. The
Illinois State Board of Education on Friday
announced flexibility for school districts
that includes adding days to the calendar.
That might be necessary given the lost
time families are now experiencing.

To be sure, many CPS kids are adapting
just fine to the closure, especially if they
have technology and parental guidance.
For them, the “new normal” might be a
later-than-usual alarm clock wake-up,
breakfast at home and an online algebra
assignment. Perhaps that’s followed by a
tele-chat with fellow middle schoolers
tasked with poring over the finer points of
meiosis. A bit of mac and cheese for lunch,
and it’s time to tackle that essay on Ralph
Ellison from the comfort of a kitchen
counter stool.

That’s the ideal learn-from-home struc-
ture now in place.

But other kids and families are strug-
gling without the proper tools to keep up.
U.S. Census Bureau data from 2018 indi-
cated that within the boundaries of CPS,
about 14% of households didn’t have a

home computer and 24% didn’t have a
broadband internet subscription.

Some students, Tribune reporting has
shown, have access to the internet but no
laptop. Some kids have only a cellphone,
which is helpful but not ideal. And other
students within CPS are struggling with
homelessness — more than 16,400 of them,
according to 2018 data from the Chicago
Coalition for the Homeless.

How much e-learning is actually getting

encoded throughout CPS as learning in
young, growing minds? That’s impossible
to know. Grading isn’t mandated, and
teachers aren’t physically present to gauge
how much is — and isn’t — sinking in. After
nearly two weeks of CPS’ e-school experi-
ment, a pit-in-the-stomach question is
settling into the minds of students and
parents across the city: Will this be a lost
school year?

The danger of that happening is disqui-

etingly real. By April 20, CPS children will
have been out of school for 20 days. That
excludes spring break, which was slated
for April 6-10. Add the 11 days that students
missed because of the CTU strike last fall,
and that’s 31 days of school missed.

Thirty-one days. That’s more than six,
five-day weeks of instruction.

No generation of students in Chicago, or
anywhere else for that matter, should have
to shoulder such a body blow to their edu-
cation, to their individual futures, to
dreams they’ve nurtured about who they
will become. Sacrifices must be made by
many in a time of pandemic. But those
sacrifices should not be slapped onto the
backs of our children.

This is on CPS and its educators to
ensure 2020 doesn’t devolve into a lost
school year for the city’s children. And
everyone in the CPS orbit — parents,
teachers, administrators and students —

should be preparing a makeup plan now.
Summer getaways may need to take a back
seat. Makeup days should not be selected
on dates students and teachers are likely to
not show up; earlier this year, more than
100,000 students and hundreds of teachers
didn’t bother to go to school on strike
makeup days.

If an “act of God” is government’s way to
get around state statutes and legalities, it
also might be an avenue to make excep-
tions to work arrangements codified in the
CTU teachers contract and other teacher
contracts. That’s what unpredictable,
global pandemics create — the absolute
need to be flexible.

Kids deserve adequate classroom time
— not the inadequate time this school year
is providing. That’s especially true for
students suffering from the equity con-
cerns CTU so often cites. Don’t make those
young people, and their families, settle for
a lost school year.

Don’t settle for a lost
school year, Chicago

A strike and a virus take 31 days from students. It’s on CPS and its educators to make up for instruction time lost.

Automobile traffic moves past Vaughn Occupational High School on March 6 in Chicago. The school was closed after an aid at the school

tested positive for COVID-19 early in the U.S. coronavirus outbreak. 

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Anyone who thinks horse racing is like
any other major sport is lying, ignorant or
kidding themselves. 

No other accepted sport exploits defense-
less animals as gambling chips. No other
accepted sport tolerates the cruelties that
routinely result in the injury and death of
these magnificent animals. The rot in horse
racing goes deep. It is a sport that has out-
lived its time.

Prosecutors in the Southern District of
New York on March 9 announced the arrests
of 27 racehorse trainers, veterinarians and
drug distributors on charges of operating a
massive international scheme to drug horses
to make them run faster and to cheat the
betting public. 

“What actually happened to the horses
amounted to nothing less than abuse,” said
William F. Sweeney Jr., assistant director in
charge of the FBI’s New York office. 

“They experienced cardiac issues, over-
exertion leading to leg fractures, increased
risk of injury and, in some cases, death.” …

Increased attention to the deaths of race-
horses, on average nearly 10 horses a week,
has shined a spotlight on horse racing’s dark
side that is changing public attitudes. 

Activities involving animals that used to
be tolerated — even revered — like circus
elephants or killer whale shows ended as
people learned of their terrible toll. Horse
racing awaits a similar reckoning.

The Washington Post

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING
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PERSPECTIVE

Once again, it’s the quilters’
turn to save America.

Doctors, nurses, EMTs
and caregivers all need face
masks. And while produc-
tion ramps up to bring the
official, virus-filtering N95
respirator masks to front-
line medical staff, quilters
are coming to the rescue
with unofficial, ick-filtering,
home-sewn masks similar
to surgical masks. The
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention explains the
difference on its website. 

Turns out that high
thread count, tightly woven
cotton fabric keeps out
about 74% of airborne
gunk. Home-sewn masks
won’t keep out viruses such
as the coronavirus causing
the current COVID-19
pandemic, but they keep
out other things, and
they’re better than bandan-
nas. They also help prevent
a coronavirus-infected
person from spreading the
contagion if they must
travel to a doctor’s clinic or

hospital.
The challenge is on to

America’s quilters! Who
has fabric and knows how
to sew it, quick, into mil-
lions of masks?

Yes, we do, and yes, we
can, and yes, we are.

Thus opens the next
chapter in Quilting Saving
Lives. Since before we were
a country, quilting as a craft
has supported mental and
emotional health, not even
counting the literal warmth
that finished quilts have
wrapped around millions.

Quilting has saved me,
over and over again.

In 1974, my mother
sewed for thrift, not for
pleasure. This meant that
over the next couple of
years, when bicentennial
fever intersected with the
still-new women’s move-
ment, my 15-year-old his-
tory buff self discovered
that women’s history was
written in fabric and
stitches, not on parchment
with quill pens.

Colonial women, and
women since, expressed
themselves through what

they had on hand. Back
then, I had neither access to
new fabric nor the money
to buy it. That made patch-
work all the more an exer-
cise in channeling creativity
through the filter of the
possible. The library
stocked newly published
books about quilting as a
prism for women’s life
experience. Applying soph-
omore geometry, I engi-
neered patterns from pho-
tos of museum quilts and
found a key for my voice.

When your medium is
salvage, you can experi-
ment without fear of waste.
My Baptist upbringing was
a black-and-white checker-
board of right and wrong.
Quilting was a rainbow of
gray. All was process. That
is how I powered through
my very first quilt, an eight-
pointed star that I later
learned was an advanced
technique. When I hit
bumps of fabric as I pieced
the diamonds, I simply did
what I was learning in
driver’s ed: it was sewing
machine pedal to the metal.

Making something of

nothing is healing, espe-
cially when your world falls
apart and nothing is what
you have. When my hus-
band and I left the church
where we’d been members
for 27 years, I cut fine Lib-
erty of London prints into
inch-and-a-half strips and
sewed Irish chains of pastel
flowers. Our lives would
come back together in the
same way: still us, just in a
different design.

There is always someone
who needs to be wrapped
in a fabric hug. A close
friend runs an early-inter-
vention program that helps
families in distress weather
crises. Quilts for beds of the
host families, quilts for the

families in need and a few
showcase quilts for fund-
raising; there have been
weekends when empty
spools pile up in a basket on
my windowsill like beer
cans after a frat party.

In the aftermath of the
Civil War, veterans sewed
tiny squares into bed quilts
as a form of therapy and as
a way to occupy themselves
as they slowly healed. In
the Great Depression, mills
printed pretty designs on
flour sacks so that mothers
could have free fabric for
baby dresses and lots of
scraps for quilts. In 1985,
the AIDS Memorial Quilt
helped transform fear to
grief and understanding.

I have now been quilting
for 46 years. Despite surgi-
cal repair, my eyes cannot
see fine detail as they used
to. I am in the wings of the
waterlilies stage of quilting.
As his eyesight faded,
Monet painted as brightly
as ever, just bigger. I will
soon have the perfect rea-
son to pivot to the sharp
contrasts and intense, flat
colors of the modern quilt-
ing movement.

I had to create scraps for
the masks I sewed this past
month. To create inserts of
a nonwoven filter fabric
that might block viruses
better than plain cotton, I
peeled apart vacuum bags
left over from a machine
that long ago sucked its last.

But for the fabric that
would be doctors’ faces to
their world, I pulled from
my best Indonesian-made
batiks: ocean blues and
pink flowers on the finest,
tightest cotton. Thousands
of quilters are giving their
best too, many of them
connecting through the
Facebook group Relief
Crafters of America. If
anybody can patch together
hope in this moment, it’s
the quilters.

Joanne Cleaver lives and
sews in Charlotte, North
Carolina 

Quilters are patching together
hope through sewing effort

Semi-retired nurse Sara Morrison models a mask on March

24 that she made at her home in St. Albans, West Virginia. 
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By Joanne Cleaver

Why are all the celebri-
ties getting tested before my
hospitalized patients? Daily
there are updates on which
famous actor, member of
Congress or athlete has
tested positive for
COVID-19. Film production
crews are getting tests so
they can safely keep pro-
ducing movies. The NBA
has tested its players even
though the season was put
on hold.

It is only a guess how
many tests have been used
over the last month by the
rich and famous. Please stop
now. There is a national
shortage.

At hospitals around the
country, medical providers
are trying to wisely screen
who gets the COVID-19
tests and who will be sent
home to self-isolate while
battling through a viral
syndrome. This makes
physicians just as frustrated
as the patients who want
answers. Is this the flu?
Does my 1-year-old have a
cold or will she be the rare
very young patient who
becomes critically ill with
COVID-19?

There are not enough
tests at my north suburban
hospital for all the admitted
patients with respiratory
symptoms. The tests that
are sent take up to a week
for results. We are told to
withhold testing if there is
another possible diagnosis,
such as congestive heart
failure. This is absurd. Com-
plicated patients such as the
ones being admitted often
have multiple diagnoses. An
infection such as COVID-19
can present similarly to
congestive heart failure but
has to be isolated immedi-
ately.

As of March 18, the case
fatality rate in Italy was
8.37%. In China, 29% of the
confirmed cases are health
care professionals, meaning
there is a high number of
cases contracted within the
hospital. High mortality
combined with a high rate
of spread within a hospital
leads to the conclusion that
many health care workers
will get critically ill. This
number can go down by
using personal protective
equipment, or PPE, appro-
priately — not reusing the
same mask for days and
days, for instance.
COVID-19 patients must be
identified early to keep
down the spread of infec-
tion within the hospital
setting.

Emergency physicians
often admit patients with-
out a full diagnosis, but now
the stakes are too high for

guessing. We need facts as
quickly as possible.

By now everyone knows
that asymptomatic patients
can spread COVID-19.
Many patients present with
diarrhea rather than fever
and respiratory symptoms.
COVID-19 patients need to
be screened before they are
admitted and potentially
spreading viral particles
throughout the hospital.
They need to be diagnosed
in the ER or at least within
24 hours of admission so
that we can save our pre-
cious supply of masks and
gowns. I can’t afford to have
my co-workers doing
rounds for days on a
COVID-19 patient who was
not appropriately isolated. 

Over the past week, I was
informed our vendor lab is
overwhelmed by testing and
the results are delayed. This
is likely, but it leads me to
wonder: How long does it
take to get test results for a
famous basketball player, an
actor or a senator? Can’t
they sit in their beautiful
homes and self-isolate? 

Save the testing for the
sickest patients. Is my Medi-
care patient just not a pri-
ority because Facebook fans
aren’t following his or her
hospital course? Because his
or her Twitter account
doesn’t have a million fol-
lowers? Is my ER co-worker
who has been sick with a
fever and cough for the last
seven days unimportant?
Why can’t she get a test
result by now? I will cover
her shifts and pray she gets
better. I care far more about
her test results at this mo-
ment than anyone else
because we need her intu-
bation skills and clinical
intuition now more than
ever.

Yet I’m told to just wait
for the lab to catch up. Be
patient. It takes time.

One friend at the hospital
said her daughter has been
crying everyday, terrified
that her mother will con-
tract the illness while at
work. What can we say? I
prefer to lie to my children
and say I’m fine. Inside I am
falling apart. I don’t want to
get sick. I want to be strong
for my patients, co-workers
and, most of all, for my
family.

Thank you, celebrities,
for all the loving social
media posts, but please stop
getting tested until all the
hospitals and frontline
workers have had their
tests.

Dr. Heather Dieperink is a
physician at Vista East Hos-
pital in Waukegan. She also
practices at West Suburban
Hospital in Oak Park. 

A health care worker preps a fresh coronavirus test kit at the Edward-Elmhurst Health drive-thru test-

ing center on March 20 in Warrenville. 
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By Heather Dieperink HEY, ALL YOU

FAMOUS
PEOPLE!

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

Why don’t you stay home and let our 
medical workers use those COVID-19 tests?
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Pay attention to this ‘act’
As I watched President Donald Trump’s

press briefing one recent morning, I could
not help but be struck with the irony of the
situation we now face. He and his support-
ers have been so concerned with building a
physical barrier to the United States to
keep us safe. He has repeatedly talked
about immigrants coming to our country
and jeopardizing our health and our jobs.
This obsession led to the failure to see that
the greatest enemy is the one that knows
no borders. Precious time may have been
lost because he refused to acknowledge the
danger.

We and the rest of the world are now
struggling to stay alive and solvent, fighting
an enemy we cannot see. There is wording
contained in many documents citing ex-
ceptions to rules and regulations in the
event of an “act of God.” If this is truly an
“act of God,” then we had better listen.

— Paula Hennessey, Carol Stream

Let’s rethink our ways
We have a world pandemic with the

coronavirus in our midst causing hundreds
of thousands of infected and tens of thou-
sands of deaths.

When does it stop? How is it stopped?
By whom and when? We are our own
enemy and can this be our punishment by
God as well? We need to change our ways
and behaviors.

God bless all and pray that this will come
to an end.

— John Moravecek, Naperville

Changing for the better
The cultural story of the United States

has always been based in the quest for the
American Dream of the individual. Mani-
fest destiny drove us West to explore and
settle, to make a good life for us and our
own. However, this attitude has led to our
story being dripped in the blood of those
who got in our way. It created intense
tribalism that still exists today that has us
lashing out before reaching out. Everyone
is hyperfocused on their own needs and
desires, which has doomed us all in this
crisis.

It enrages me to think of all the politi-
cians who chose to sell off their stocks
before alerting the public. It makes me
furious that there is little competent lead-
ership on the federal level, especially when
global communication and unity is key to
flatten the curve. 

The government’s role and ethical re-
sponsibility is to serve its people, but we
now see that it has been serving the pursuit
of profit at the expense of people’s lives.
The world is watching the failure of the
American experiment. So, how do we move
forward?

To dream of a better future requires
being able to visualize it in all its facets. We
need to listen to the lessons of the past and
learn from them. We need to figure out
what a utopia looks like before we can find
our way there. Individualism and greed
have doomed us in our present, but if we
turn to community and empathy, I truly
believe there is hope. We as a society need
to find a story for America that includes all
of us and rejects the tribalism that has set
us at each other’s throats. We need radical
unity.

Change is coming, whether we like it.
The question is: What will each one of us
do to ensure that it is positive change for us
all?

— Ruari McDonnell, Chicago

Elites, CEOs should help
Where are all the Hollywood elites with

their millions in this time of crisis? They
are always so quick to criticize and give
their liberal opinions. 

I haven’t heard a peep out of any of
them. Give up some of the millions that you
make and start helping with the relief
effort and to get some medical supplies
flowing to these hospitals.

Also, CEOs of the companies in this
country who make outrageous millions of
dollars, give up those multimillion-dollar
paychecks and start taking care of your
workers who are forced to stay home with
no money coming in, bills to pay and
mouths to feed.

In times like these, we can’t rely on the
politicians to get the job done; they are all
too worried about their own political sur-
vival.

— Tom Giese, Chicago

For online exclusive letters go to www.
chicagotribune.com/letters. Send letters 
by email to letters@chicagotribune.com
or to Voice of the People, Chicago Tribune,
160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor, Chicago,
IL 60601. Include your name, address 
and phone number.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Workers wash a light pole and sidewalk on

State Street in the Loop on March 25. 
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PERSPECTIVE

Pandemics magnify who we are. Kind
people get groceries for elderly neighbors.
Internet trolls blast pornography in Zoom
meetings. And anti-abortion zealots make
up fake reasons for shutting down abor-
tion clinics.

In Ohio and Texas, abortion opponents
are exploiting the suspension of non-
urgent medical care to try to impose their
agenda of forced childbearing. States such
as Mississippi are poised to follow suit,
and a coalition of anti-abortion groups has
asked the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services to make this policy fed-
eral.

This swift attempt to confiscate preg-
nant women’s constitutional rights “for
the common good” is a frighteningly
totalitarian move.

We all want to preserve health care
workers’ personal protective equipment.
However, the claim that suspending abor-
tion provision will accomplish this goal is
a shameful ruse. Women blocked from
ending unwanted pregnancies will then
need prenatal care and hospital labor and
delivery services that use exponentially
more PPE.

Their second tack is to try to exclude
pregnancy termination from their defini-
tions of what health-preserving surgeries
and procedures may proceed. From a
purely medical perspective, termination
of an unwanted pregnancy always pre-
serves health because the risk of death
from childbearing is 14 times higher than
from abortion. However, there’s some-
thing even larger at stake in abortion
denied. Having your body commandeered

by the state is the death of freedom, and
being forced by the government into
continued pregnancy and parenthood
ends life as you know it forever. That’s
part of the reason that, unlike almost all
other health care, abortion access is a
constitutional right. Abortion is health
care, and abortion is freedom.

I think of the people advocating these
plans as “moral profiteers.” Economic
profiteers exploit misfortune to reap
unreasonable financial gains selling scarce
essential goods. These profiteers are cyni-
cally exploiting our current crisis in medi-
cal care to impose their long-standing
moral claims. They take a high tone while
doing the lowest thing — cornering wom-
en confronting the double-whammy of a
pandemic and an unwanted pregnancy.

In recent years, 42% of people con-
fronting unintended pregnancies have
chosen to end them. Only time will tell,
but it is possible that those numbers will
go up during this crisis. Among all abor-
tion patients, 75% are “poor” (below the
poverty line, which is currently $12,760
for a single person) or “low income” (be-
low two times the poverty line), and 59%
of abortion patients are already mothers.
In this period of economic crisis and
health threats, even more unemployed
workers and struggling parents might
decide that this is the wrong time to con-
tinue an unintended pregnancy. And it is
possible that more time at home will
combine with decreased access to contra-
ception to increase this year’s rate of unin-
tended pregnancy.

How should politicians and depart-
ments of health respond to medical care
in a pandemic? States such as Ohio and

Texas should preserve public health by
going the opposite direction, temporarily
suspending the symbolic restrictions they
have imposed on abortion clinics to ex-
press their disapproval of women exercis-
ing their constitutional right.

In a time when the health of our entire
population requires social distancing,
needless waiting periods that force wom-
en to make two trips to an abortion clinic
when one trip is sufficient for every com-
parable medical procedure doubles her
exposure risk — and that of every other
patient and health care worker she en-
counters. 

In a time when the health of our entire
population requires less travel, it is uncon-
scionable to continue allowing tele-
medicine for everything but the abortion
pill. In a time when our physician work-
force will be reduced by sickness and
quarantine, continuing to prohibit ad-
vanced practice nurses from doing the
same things in abortion clinics they are
allowed to do in other clinic and hospital
settings could prevent the obstetricians
who staff abortion clinics from delivering
babies in the labor and delivery wards
many of them also work in. And abortion
clinic staff really could reduce their use of
PPE, such as masks, if unnecessary state-
mandated sonograms and blood and urine
tests were suspended.

Abortion should always be regulated
like every other form of health care,
whether we are in a pandemic or not. 

Katie Watson is a bioethicist at Northwest-
ern University’s Feinberg School of Medi-
cine and author of “Scarlet A: The Ethics,
Law, and Politics of Ordinary Abortion.” 

Myles Ray, right, argues with Susan Weiand, an anti-abortion supporter, at a women’s health clinic March 25 in Mississippi. 
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‘Moral profiteers’ crusade to close
abortion clinics during pandemic

By Katie Watson

The coronavirus outbreak is becoming
a new ideological litmus test, but not the
one we all thought it was going to be.

Sure, there’s the usual split between the
Trumpian right, which has insisted
throughout that the problem is under
control, and the Pelosian left, which has
been writing your grandmother’s obituary
since late February. That’s reinforced by
the greater prevalence of the virus in
urban areas than in rural ones.

But there’s also the gap between people
whose businesses, incomes and quality of
life are being strangled by the preventive
measures some states and cities are im-
posing, and people who are still working
in relative safety whose current circum-
stances aren’t so bleak.

The first group is stunned and alarmed
at the raw display of power by govern-
ments that are slamming the brakes on
commerce and throwing millions of peo-
ple out of work, all in response to a virus
that has sickened and killed far fewer
Americans than the flu does every year.
The second group looks at the rapidly
rising numbers of people infected, hospi-
talized and killed by COVID-19 and can’t
understand why anyone would even think
of defying the social distancing guidelines.

The groups do not separate along parti-
san lines; the strongest determinants
appear to be the effects the outbreak are
having on your livelihood and your circle
of friends.

I’m in the latter contingent, working
from home alongside a wife and two sons
who have managed to keep themselves
reasonably busy. And I worry that I’m
blithely supporting policies whose long-
term benefits seem inarguable but whose
short-term costs are more painful than I
recognize.

My sister Carol Healey lives in the Bay
Area of California, a hotbed for the co-
ronavirus. Objectively speaking, she’s one
of the world’s best humans, generous and
empathetic to an extreme. And she hap-

pens to be in the group wondering if the
efforts we’re making to rein in COVID-19
are causing more harm than the disease
itself.

She lamented to me the assumptions
we’re making about how to prevent the
spread of the coronavirus, asking, “Where
are the scientific studies of a population
practicing frequent hand-washing and
social distancing but continuing to work at
their jobs, to show that they are contract-
ing this virus and spreading it, as com-
pared to persons in shut-down businesses
staying home except to walk their dogs,
exercise, go to the grocery store and the
pharmacy?”

That’s a good question, and I think the
answer is that it’s too early for any studies
to have been completed. But the evidence
from Japan, which has taken the first
approach, suggests that it’s not as effective
as it initially seemed — the disease appears
to be picking up steam, and local leaders
are starting to call for a more stringent
approach. And the experience in China
and, more recently, Washington state
makes clear that clampdowns work.

My sister readily conceded that we
have to flatten the curve of coronavirus
infections to keep hospitals and clinics
from being overrun with patients. But she
noted that most people who contract
COVID-19 don’t need to be hospitalized.

“People can handle putting off large-
crowd events, concerts, sports, etc,” she
wrote. “The freedom-loving people in this
country cannot handle being told they
cannot work, cannot leave their homes, or
that their business cannot continue be-
cause the public health requires it.

“Keeping us safe is the biggest killer of
individual freedom ever invented by law-
yers and politicians. It is an excuse used to
perpetrate all kinds of oppression and of
course enabled the rise of fascism.“

All true, and yet job No. 1 for every
elected official in this country is to keep
people safe. 

And to me and others on my side of the
debate, the threat posed by the novel

coronavirus seems far, far greater than the
other side acknowledges. The flu is not an
apt comparison; not only is there no vac-
cine for COVID-19, there’s not even a
proven treatment yet (although some may
be arriving soon as tests ramp up). Even
worse, people who test positive for the
disease are being hospitalized at a rate
that’s alarmingly high and growing. 

As the number of COVID-19 patients in
severe respiratory distress grows, hospi-
tals will run out of intensive care beds.
That means doctors and nurses will have
to start deciding who will get potentially
lifesaving care and who won’t — not just
among COVID-19 cases, but every victim
of a potentially fatal injury or illness. Some
systems are already preparing for that
eventuality.

That’s why folks in my camp believe the
first task is to beat this virus, even if doing
so requires economically painful but nec-
essary measures such as mandatory social
distancing. In the meantime, Congress
needs to do the sort of thing it’s doing
right now, directing massive amounts of
financial aid to the people and businesses
whose livelihoods are being crushed.

But it’s not an easy call, not by any
stretch of the imagination. I’ll give my
sister the last words:

“So the question remains, will our lead-
ers do this to us again next year, or for the
next new virus without a vaccine, for the
‘public safety?’ “ she wrote. “Will the
hospitals be better equipped next time?
Will we have enough components made in
this country to enable us to quickly devel-
op a vaccine and to supply billions of
masks?

“There’s something very wrong where
the only solution is to shut down the
country and scrap individual freedom of
movement. Let’s fix that.”

Amen to that.

Tribune Content Agency

Jon Healey is the Los Angeles Times’ 
deputy editorial page editor.

Exactly how much power do we really 
want to give the government right now?

By Jon Healey
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ALL DEALERSHIP SALES DEPARTMENTS OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

SERVICE & PARTS DEPARTMENTS OFFER VEHICLE PICKUP & DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME.
WE ARE OPEN AND FOLLOWING THE CDC RECOMMENDATIONS OF SOCIAL DISTANCING.

CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT.

zeigler.com

AUTO GROUP

A heartfelt

to all the

FIRST
RESPONDERS

and doctors, nurses, and healthcare
workers who are working tirelessly
as our first line of defense during

this time of crisis.

You are our heroes.
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The coronavirus pandemic has become a
full-fledged financial pandemic. A shocking
number of workers are being laid off, espe-
cially in the airline, hotel and hospitality
sectors. 

Last week, the Department of Labor said
3.28 million people filed claims for unem-
ployment benefits in the week ending March
21. That’s a record-breaking number and
much higher than the 665,000 peak during
the Great Recession. Many workers are idle
as restaurants and other businesses are
forced to shutter during the coronavirus
crisis. 

What makes this situation so scary is the
suddenness with which it enveloped us. The
economy essentially came to a dead stop in
March. Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome
Powell said late last week that the U.S. econ-
omy might already be in a recession, but also
said the pandemic must be contained before
the economy can bounce back. 

The question now is how long will this last
and how deep will it be? 

JPMorgan Chase is forecasting that the
U.S. economy will shrink by 14% in the sec-
ond quarter. If so, that would be far worse
than the worst quarter of the last recession,
when in the final three months of 2008, the
economy contracted by 8.9%. 

Other economists are not as downbeat,
with estimates ranging from a drop of 5% to
8% in Q2, followed by a less severe fall off of
2 to 4 percent. 

Of course, these are just early estimates,
but you get the gist: Things are going to get
ugly — and fast. When the dark times loom,
it’s best to get back to basics. Start by assess-
ing what’s coming in and, more importantly,
what’s going out. Typical expenses on this
list should include: food, shelter, utilities, car
payment, insurance, medical/pharmaceu-
tical expenses, dependent care costs and
debt payments (student loans, credit cards,
etc.) 

Paying for food and shelter should come
first. After that, everything is up for grabs.
Several cities and states are banning utility
shutoffs during this national emergency, so
you may not have to worry if you are late
and/or can’t pay. Additionally, many Internet
service providers are suspending data caps,
waiving fees and have committed to not
disconnecting service to those who can’t pay
their bills.

As far as debt, the FDIC issued a state-
ment “encouraging financial firms to take
prudent steps to assist customers and com-
munities affected” by coronavirus by:
■ Waiving certain fees, such as ATM fees,
overdraft fees, and late payment fees on
credit cards and other loans.
■ Increasing credit card limits for credit-
worthy borrowers. 
■ Offering payment accommodations, such
as allowing borrowers to defer or skip some
payments or extending the payment due
date.

The FDIC also suggests that financial
institutions “work with all borrowers, espe-
cially borrowers from industry sectors par-
ticularly vulnerable to the volatility in the
current economic environment and small
businesses and independent contractors that
are reliant on affected industries.”

The key is that you have to let them know
that you are one of those who might be im-
pacted. Instead of hiding, be honest with
lenders and companies that you deal with
and see if they might modify the terms on
existing loans so that you have a little breath-
ing room. 

Try not to tap retirement accounts and
preserve the money in your savings, because
we don’t know how long this will last.

Jill Schlesinger, CFP, is a CBS News business
analyst. A former options trader and CIO of
an investment advisory firm, she welcomes
comments and questions at askjill@jillon
money.com.

Jill Schlesinger
Jill on Money

How to survive
bleak days ahead 

I
f you’ve spent most or all of your career working in a physical office, then the
idea of digital body language might be slightly foreign. Still, we’ve all been
there. 

Did the boss’ “k” in an email mean she was upset or didn’t like your idea?
Did a colleague’s eye-roll emoji mean fleeting irritation, or is he really angry?

I’ve been speaking on the future of business for a while and running a remote b2b
agency for over a decade, so teaching and understanding digital body language has
been par for the course. Now, many of us are having to quickly learn how to work,
manage and collaborate with employees and peers without in-person contact. 

And that means that digital body language is more important than ever been
before.

So, what exactly is digital body language? Is it how you hold yourself on video
calls? The emojis you use in group chats? How you announce yourself on confer-
ence calls?

These all are components of digital
body language. 

These components, along with all
the other numerous little details of how
we communicate — whether on the
phone, via a messaging app like Slack,
on videochat or through email — are
what create our digital body language.
And our digital body language is critical
for establishing and maintaining good
rapport, contributing to high morale
and just generally creating a positive
work environment for everyone at the
company.

If your workplace has transitioned to
remote work as part of the coronavirus
response, then good digital body lan-
guage is a way to maintain and build
upon the connection you already have
with your co-workers. It means: 
■ Turning on your camera during
video chats, instead of sticking to voice
only.
■ Speaking confidently and clearly on
conference calls. 
■ Meeting deadlines and showing up
on time for virtual meetings. 
■ Being friendly and present on mes-
saging channels, without taking too
much time away from work. 

These are all simple, yet extremely

powerful, ways to convey a sense of who
you are and how you work when your
co-workers can’t see you and interact
with you in person. 

Managing employees remotely can be
a struggle for even the best managers,
especially those who rely on lots of
face-to-face conversations in order to
stay connected and take the tempera-
ture of their teams. 

One of the best ways to establish good
working relationships with your remote
team is to model excellent communica-
tion from the get-go. Over-communi-
cate, in fact; it will set a great example
for your team, as over-communication
is one of the keys to being successful as a
remote company. This is especially true
if you’re suddenly transitioning from a
traditional working model. 

The transition will take time, and
open, frequent and effective communi-
cation is the only way to ensure that
things that ordinarily would have been
handled through a simple face-to-face
conversation don’t fall through the
cracks. 

Other ways to keep up a strong con-
nection with your employees is to
schedule time for one-on-one meetings,
as well as check in with them in a low-

pressure, friendly way every couple of
days at least. 

Remember, you can’t stop by their
desk to ask them how their day is going
anymore. You’ve got to find other ways
to show that you’re invested in them.

Perhaps the most difficult thing for
people who are more used to working
within shouting distance of each other
is nailing the right tone in instant mes-
sages, emails, texts and other types of
online communication, especially when
anxiety is running high among some
people. 

A simple request to speak with an
employee can send him or her into a
cold sweat if it’s not delivered in the
appropriate manner. 

Do you simply want to see how
someone’s day is going? Make sure he
or she knows that right away; add a
smiling emoji or a waving hand to make
the casual nature of the conversation
known. Ask how things are going and
schedule time to chat, if needed. 

You want to be even more consider-
ate of this point in these difficult times,
when so many people have already lost
their jobs or experienced some loss of
income. Uncertainty is everywhere, and
employees may be much more ready to
jump to unpleasant conclusions than
they would be otherwise. 

Also, although emojis were used
almost exclusively by text-happy teen-
agers at first, they’ve become an es-
sential element of text-based communi-
cation. Everyone from the CEO on
down should feel good about using
them. But careful and thoughtful words
are important as well. 

Digital body language matters now
more than ever, and it will continue to
be vital for the foreseeable future. Pay
attention to how you’re presenting
yourself online and it could mean the
difference between success and failure. 

Shama Hyder is the founder and CEO of
Zen Media.

DREAMSTIME

What are you
really saying?

Those working remotely should think about digital body language
By Shama Hyder | Inc.
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The catching-up fallacy
Saying “I need to catch up” can be a recipe for failure. It is impossible to truly catch up. Sleep experts say you can’t 
catch up on lost sleep and you can’t get time back. Worse, it gets you into the wrong mentality for future productivity.

SOURCE: Inc

You feel like a failure

  Imagine starting your day saying you need to catch up. When 
you think about it, it means you already believe you are behind.
  Instead, focus on the must-dos that will truly accelerate your 
progress today. Prune your to-do list to things that have to be 
done immediately to move forward.

You experience shame

   You may have procrastinated, been ill or simply been out of 
town. The catch-up idea can easily trigger shame, which 
means feeling bad about yourself. To actually be more produc-
tive, consider what you're looking forward to and do that.

 
You are pushing yourself

   Doubling up on your work 
expectations and expecting to get 
twice as much done is like doubling 
the oven temperature and wanting 
the cookies to be done twice as fast.  
  As an alternative, try actually 
working less and strategizing more. 
Taking a walk or meditating can 
give your brain the room to deter-
mine the most effective next action.

Some Americans have found a mea-
sure of reassurance in these coronavirus
days by stocking up on hand sanitizer
and toilet paper. For others, peace
comes with the purchase of a $4,995
emergency go-bag, outfitted with
“Bond-like gadgets” and custom mono-
gramming.

Or a $149.95 “virus-eliminating”
personal air purifier that’s worn as a
necklace. Or a $99.95 Sanitized Sleeper’s
Safe Haven, a bedtime cocoon made
from “patented antimicrobial fabric that
kills nearly 100% of bacteria, fungi and
viruses.”

These items are part of a cornucopia
of survival products that float at the
rarefied end of the burgeoning $4.5
trillion wellness market. As the pan-
demic spreads, they’re sold out or on
back order or otherwise in short supply.
Just like toilet paper.

“Our warehouse shelves are almost
wiped out,” says Ryan Kuhlman, co-
founder of Preppi, maker of high-end
disaster kits including the go-bag, which
comes with four hard-to-obtain N95
respirator masks. Preppi’s sales so far
this month have increased 5,000% com-
pared with February. 

For makers of products that cater to
one-percenters nervous about exposure
to a deadly illness, inventory can’t be
replenished fast enough.

The granddaddy of pricey-gadget
peddlers is Hammacher Schlemmer &
Co. The retailer stocks a range of de-
fenses such as the “Virus, Mold, And
Germ Destroying Air And Surface Sani-
tizer,” which for $399.95 promises to zap
nasty microbes from your living room
using technology similar to what NASA
employs to purify its space shuttles.

In the days before coronavirus, the

item was billed mainly as a mold fighter.
And though it was always meant to fight
viruses, the company added the v-word
to it and some other products to grab
the attention of agitated shoppers, not
to mention internet-search algorithms.

“We strengthened the title to aid
consumers in their search,” said Ann
Marie Resnick, the company’s vice
president of marketing.

It’s working. Sales of some Ham-
macher personal-care items are up as
much as 500%, according to Resnick.

“It just went boom,” she said. “Every-
one needs an air purifier for the home.
You’ll need more than one.”

Coronavirus-related spending is most
prevalent among higher-income con-
sumers, according to Stifel, Nicolaus &
Co., and those folks need everyday items
as well.

If Purell is too gloopy for well-mani-
cured hands, there’s Touchland, a spray-
on sanitizer ($12 for 1.3 ounces) whose
packaging looks to be modeled on a
mini-iPhone. It contains moisturizers,

essential oils and something called
Glycereth-26, which the company says
is “an awesome humectant.” Bonus: It
smells like watermelon or lavender or
other fun stuff, not ethyl alcohol.

There’s just one problem: It’s cur-
rently sold out.

“It’s been a little bit crazy,” said An-
drea Lisbona, Touchland’s founder and
chief executive.

Lisbona said she’d just returned to
the U.S. from the company’s factory in
Mexico, which is ramping up produc-
tion to get Touchland into the unsani-
tized hands of the 25,000 customers on
its waiting list.

“Until three weeks ago, this product
was essentially a fashion statement,”
said Alexander Chernev, a marketing
professor at Northwestern University’s
Kellogg School of Management. “Now,
things have changed.”

Turns out, if you want something
that’s both fancy and functional, you
might have to wait — no matter what
tax bracket you’re in.

The Prepster Ultra Advanced Fireproof Emergency Bag sells for $4,995 from Preppi. 

PREPPI

What the 1% buy to feel secure
Wellness market sees
sales jump during
coronavirus crisis 
By Mathew Boyle
Bloomberg

In the midst of this COVID-19 pan-
demic, high school seniors and their
families will receive college admissions
letters in the coming days. 

They will learn which schools have
accepted them and which have put them
on the waiting list. They will also be
asked to make a nonrefundable deposit
with the school of their choice — a deci-
sion that must be made within 30 days.
That deposit may range from $100 to as
much as $1,000, so a commitment now
will be costly to change later.

Along with the admissions letter, many
will receive an aid package from each
school, based on the FAFSA form the
family may have filed in a different life-
time, in October. For many students, the
decision on which school to attend will
depend on the total cost the family is
expected to provide, after the aid offer.

What happens if your family’s finances
are in crisis — unemployment, business
shutdown or illness? What if your college
savings have been decimated by the stock
market decline? Here’s some advice on
how to approach the decision process
from Casey Near, executive director of
counseling at CollegeWise, a service
dedicated to helping families with the
admissions process, from application to
understanding financial aid to essay writ-
ing.

The good news, according to Near, is
that hundreds of schools are extending
the deposit deadline from May 1 to June 1. 

You are allowed to make an acceptance
deposit at only one school. Check with
your school to make sure of the deadline. 

A delayed deadline will give admitted
students a chance to review their aid
packages and go back to the schools that
accepted them to request more money if
their family circumstances have changed.
Of course, this will deluge the financial
aid offices at colleges across the country.
Near says that your request will be
viewed more favorably if it is well-docu-
mented, showing specifics of loss of in-
come. 

Wealthy schools with large endow-
ments may be able to immediately in-
crease their offer, based on your substan-
tiated request. Smaller colleges may have
less flexibility to add to their offer. The
result will be a lot of uncertainty for the
schools about which families will commit
to attend. Near expects that schools will
expand their waiting lists this year, be-
cause of all the uncertainty.

If your child is on a waiting list, con-
firm that you are still interested. At this
point, a well-written letter to the admis-
sions department saying this school is a
first choice may be helpful to your stand-
ing. 

Of course, when you are on the waiting
list you don’t know what the eventual aid
package will be. And you might not hear
about the acceptance until the summer —
close to the August deadlines for first
semester tuition payments at the school
that accepted you. 

There are two new important new
issues to consider now: 
■ First, this year students (and their
paying parents) have some leverage in the
financial aid process. Schools will be
worried about having enough enrollment
this coming fall, meaning you could get
more aid. 
■ Second, the next few weeks will be the
time for a family discussion about what is
really financially possible, not only for the
coming year but for the next four years.

Many want to be at a top-tier school,
but can you afford that? Parents also
should consider the savings if students
live at home for the first year, saving on
living expenses. 

Amid these tough times, students may
value their education more, no matter
where they get it. And that’s The Savage
Truth.

Terry Savage is a registered investment
adviser and the author of four best-selling
books, including "The Savage Truth on
Money." She responds to questions on her
blog at TerrySavage.com.

Terry Savage
The Savage Truth

Tough decisions
ahead as college

letters arrive 
Unfortunately, if you receive a pension

from a job where you were not required
to pay FICA taxes, Social Security ben-
efits are reduced for you and your
spouse. This is mandated under the
so-called Windfall Elimination Provision
and the Government Pension Offset. 

I have received a great deal of corre-
spondence lately from people who either
are not aware of these provisions or do
not fully understand their implications.

The people affected are certain public
sector workers, including some federal,
state and local employees whose retire-
ment systems were not part of the Social
Security system. This can include police
officers, firefighters and many foreign
workers.

One impacted group is federal em-
ployees hired before 1984 who remained
under the Civil Service Retirement Sys-
tem. Federal employees hired under the
Federal Employees Retirement System
are not subject to WEP or GPO because
these individuals did pay FICA taxes.
Also exempt are many but not all state
and municipal workers. If you are not
sure if you are affected, you should con-
tact your employee benefits office/and
or the Social Security Administration.

For your non-FICA years, your earn-
ings were exempt from Social Security
taxes, and not included in SSA records.
These years are posted as “zero years”
unless you also had other jobs in which
you paid FICA taxes.

For workers who did not work at all
during those zero years, Social Security
uses a higher wage replacement rate,

based on a progressive sliding percent-
age scale, to compute their benefits. But
this higher replacement rate is meant for
true low-wage workers.

In the case where you receive a pen-
sion without having paid FICA taxes, the
high replacement rate for low earners is
considered an unfair windfall. For this
reason, WEP eliminates part of the
higher percentage bonus for people with
non-FICA pensions. If you are affected,
your Social Security benefit will be re-
duced up to $463/month in 2019 This is
the worst-case scenario. 

The reduction could be less if you
have lower Social Security earnings, if
you have many years of Social Security
earnings or if your non-covered pension
is low.

The WEP only affects your Social
Security payments, not your other pen-
sion. WEP applies only if you are eligible
for both Social Security and a pension
from a job not covered under Social
Security. If you have 21 to 29 years of
substantial earnings (substantial level
was $24,675 for 2019) that were taxed
for Social Security, it would have less of
an impact. If you had 30 years of such
work, it would have no impact.

For more information on WEP, go to

www.ssa.gov/planners/retire/
gpo-wep.html.

WEP affects your own Social Security
payments. If you receive a pension from
a federal, state or local government, a
different provision, the Government
Pension Offset could reduce your spous-
al or survivor benefit. The amount of the
reduction is two-thirds of your govern-
ment pension. The offset is often enough
to eliminate any Social Security spousal
benefit.

Example: Alice retired from a state
government job and receives a pension
of $600 per month. Her husband has a
full Social Security payment of $2,000
per month. 

Alice would normally be eligible for a
spousal benefit of $1,000 per month.
However, in this situation, her spousal
benefit would be reduced by 2/3 of
$600, or $400. So, her spousal benefit
would be reduced from $1,000 per
month to $600.

For more information on GPO, visit
www.ssa.gov/planners/retire/
gpo-wep.html.

Elliot Raphaelson welcomes your
questions and comments at
raphelliot@gmail.com.

Pensions can bring reduced
SocSec benefits Some who worked in

public sector affected 

By Elliot Raphaelson
The Savings Game 

DREAMSTIME 
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By now, your entire office is probably
working remotely because of coronavirus
concerns. And if you’ve never done this
before, it’s almost certainly an adjustment
for managers, their teams and the organi-
zation at large.

In the past few years, I’ve talked to a
$2 billion company that is entirely re-
mote, collected tips on how to build great
remote leadership habits, explored the
challenges of maintaining solid data
security when many people are working
from home and gathered tips from
founders who manage their productivity
and sanity by drawing clearer lines be-
tween when they’re in and out of the
office.

Still, there’s a difference between
talking about remote work and actually
doing it on such a huge scale. 

So, last week I asked my Inc. co-work-
ers about their work-from-home experi-
ences. I tapped people with extensive
remote-work experience for their advice
and relative WFH newcomers for their
biggest surprises so far. 

Their responses are as follows and
they generally fell into three categories:

Staying productive
Struggles: “Bewilderingly — even

though I have fewer distractions now — it
feels like there are fewer hours in the day.
It could just be that routine tasks like
answering emails are taking a bit longer
since all my tools aren’t quite as stream-
lined in my work-from-home setup, and a
minute or two per task adds up. I feel like
I’m having to be more diligent about writ-
ing down and following my daily to-do
list, because otherwise I’ll fall behind.”

“I find myself wanting to make small
comments throughout the day about
work and what’s in the news. Instead, I
turn to social media and immediately get
sucked into a distracting loop. Before, I
could just make the joke, hear a chuckle
and move on. Now, I find myself saying,
‘Oh, shoot, how did I just spend 15 min-
utes checking Twitter?’ ” 

Advice: “The one thing I do when
working from home: I get dressed for
work. I’m not one of the pajama people.
Getting dressed and going to my desk —
as opposed to sitting on a sofa with a

laptop — gives me the sense of a workplace,
of punching in, if you will.” 

“Replicate your office experience as
closely as you can at home. Structure your
day exactly as you would a workday, start-
ing (at a certain time), taking lunch/breaks
and signing off around the same time you
normally would. Set up your workspace in
a similar fashion, eat the same kinds of
snacks and check your (personal) email
after hours, the same way you would on
office days. Also, don’t have children.”

“No TV, no matter what. You cannot get
anything done with CNN on in the back-
ground. This goes double for ‘Mad Men’ on
auto-play. Save TV for later.”

Maintaining communication
and connection

Struggles: “I miss making small jokes to
my co-workers sitting immediately around
me to help break up the day, tedious tasks,
work anxiety, etc. Slack doesn’t have the
same feel, unfortunately. I took that casual
workplace back-and-forth for granted!” 

Advice: “Take short breaks and call
friends who are also stuck at home.
They’re bored and isolated too, and they’d
like to hear from you, even briefly.”

“If you take 15 minutes to reply to an
email in office, no one notices. The same
delay (when) out of office sets off a chain
reaction of pings and where-are-yous.
Successfully working remotely requires a
high level of attentiveness to communica-
tion, much more than in a face-to-face
environment.”

Taking care of yourself
Struggles: “I didn’t expect to have

ergonomic issues. I’ve got my laptop
placed at eye-level height atop a Scrabble
Collector’s Edition box.” 

“I’m surprised by how easy it is to just
not wear pants. I’m starting to rethink my
wardrobe around the fact that I’m just no
longer wearing them.” 

“At the office, I’m good about having a
salad for lunch every day and limiting
snacks to fruit, granola, etc. At home, it

feels like every day is the weekend and the
usual rules don’t apply. I’ve found myself
making big sandwiches or going through
the cabinets for something unhealthy to
munch on. Kind of crazy that it takes just a
few days at home for something that’s been
a habit for years to go out the window.”

Advice: “Do something physical every
day, preferably something that also im-
proves your posture, because you’re likely
sitting a heck of a lot more than you were
before.” 

“Take a real lunch break. Set work aside
for a little while to eat food away from your
computer. A break is good for your eyes ...
and for your sanity. You should also set
aside your phone and stop looking at Twit-
ter. This time is called a lunch break for a
reason.” 

“Because you’re not commuting, you
ought to adjust your working schedule to
reflect that you’re probably getting more
done in less time. This goes back to avoid-
ing burnout. I get online at the same time
every morning and log out at the same time
every evening.”

Junk food, no pants and feeling isolated 
How employees are

handling WFH 

DREAMSTIME 

By Cameron Albert-Deitch | Inc.
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These days, many of us feel like our home is our safe haven. So, to

help you make your home more comfortable, Renewal by Andersen
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OBITUARIES

In 1822 Florida became a
U.S. territory. 

In 1853 painter Vincent
Van Gogh was born in
Zundert, Netherlands. 

In 1867 U.S. Secretary of

State William Seward
reached agreement with
Russia to purchase the terri-
tory of Alaska for $7.2 mil-
lion, a deal roundly ridi-
culed as “Seward’s Folly.” 

In 1939 Detective Comics
No. 27 hit newsstands mark-
ing the debut of Batman.

(The issue was cover-dated
May 1939)

In 1981 President Ronald
Reagan was shot and seri-
ously injured outside a
Washington hotel by John
Hinckley Jr. (Also wounded
were White House press
secretary James Brady, a
Secret Service agent and a
District of Columbia police
officer.) 

In 1992 the Cubs acquired
Sammy Sosa in a trade with
the White Sox for George
Bell. 

In 2003 Mayor Richard
Daley sent bulldozers to
Meigs Field and had the
runway torn up, effectively
closing the downtown lake-
front airport. 

In 2010 President Barack
Obama signed the final
changes to sweeping legis-
lation overhauling the na-
tion’s health care industry
and services. 

Chicago Daily Tribune
ON MARCH 30 ...
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PATRICIA FRIESON, 61
Retired nurse, Chicago. Died March 16.

Less than three
weeks before she
became the first
person in Illinois to
die from the new
coronavirus, retired
nurse Patricia
Frieson posted a
prophetic message
on social media
indicating she knew

how unrelenting the disease could be,
especially for those like her who suffered
from respiratory illness.

“Take care everyone,” she said in a Feb.
28 message on Facebook, “(and) may the
world recover from coronavirus soon.”

Frieson, 61, one of nine children in a
tight-knit family, later tested positive for
COVID-19 and died March 16 at the Uni-
versity of Chicago Medical Center.

A longtime resident of the city’s
Auburn Gresham neighborhood on the
South Side, Frieson is remembered for
her soulful, powerful voice and deep
faith. She often sang with her sisters at
Progressive Beulah Pentecostal Church
near her home.

She loved doting on her many nieces
and nephews, and was “one of the sweet-
est people you ever want to meet,” said a
younger brother, Richard Frieson, of
Minneapolis.

Frieson, who had a history of health
problems including respiratory issues,
pneumonia and lymphedema, wasn’t too
concerned when she first checked into
the hospital, her brother said. But her
condition quickly worsened.

He described the added pain for the
family of not being able to comfort his
sister, who was in isolation and on a ven-
tilator in her final moments.

Two days earlier, while in the hospital,
Frieson posted another message on her
social media page.

It read: “Until the good Lord calls Me
away from this world to the next, I want
to make it clear that I believe in Jesus
Christ as the True Lord and Savior. De-
spite the fact that I am human, and I fail a
lot of times, I believe that Jesus is the Son
of God, who was sacrificed on the cross,
and died for our sins. He loves us all
dearly (far more than we deserve) and
forgives our sins if we are in repentance.
His Word says ‘who so ever believeth in
Me, will be granted eternal life.’ ”

— Christy Gutowski and Elyssa Cherney

WANDA BAILEY, 63
Retired nurse, Crete. Died March 25.

Nine days after a
retired nurse from
Chicago’s South
Side became the
first person in Illi-
nois to die from a
COVID-19 infection,
another member of
her family also
succumbed to the
deadly disease.

Wanda Bailey, 63, of Crete, died early
March 25 at a hospital in south suburban
Olympia Fields.

Authorities said Bailey died of pneu-
monia due to a COVID-19 infection with
high blood pressure, heart and lung dis-
ease listed as contributing factors.

Bailey, one of nine siblings in a tight-
knit family, is an older sister of Patricia
Frieson, relatives said. A Waukegan fu-
neral home confirmed it is handling ar-
rangements for both sisters.

A brother, Richard Frieson, from Min-

neapolis, said Bailey checked into the
emergency room on the night of their
sister’s death because she, too, was expe-
riencing breathing problems.

He said the family tried to remain
hopeful that Bailey might pull through
because she was in better overall health
than the sibling who had died.

The brother said it is unclear how his
sisters became infected. Patricia Frieson
didn’t get out much because of her health
problems, he said. She had attended a
funeral weeks before her death. The
siblings also often attended church serv-
ices together.

Relatives are now mourning back-to-
back losses while in isolation.

“We hoped for the best, but it just
didn’t happen,” Richard Frieson said.

— Christy Gutowski and Madeline Buckley

JOHN LAPLANTE, 80
Retired traffic engineer, Chicago. 
Died March 21.

Chicago native
John LaPlante took
great pride in work-
ing for the city. That
didn’t change even
after his boss, May-
or Richard M. Da-
ley, blamed him for
the catastrophic
1992 subterranean
flood in the Loop —

a rebuke some quickly concluded was
unfair.

But he didn’t raise a fuss. He resigned
at Daley’s demand and moved into the
private sector as a traffic engineer. Within
a year, the city brought him back as a
consultant for municipal projects.

“He took (the criticism) magnani-
mously, I think, and realized that’s just
the way it works,” said his friend and
colleague Tom Kaeser. “I think the mayor
recognized that John was a good engi-
neer. He was held in high regard.”

LaPlante died March 21 at Evanston
Hospital from what his family said were
coronavirus-related causes. His daughter,
Leslie LaPlante, said it appears he con-
tracted the virus on a recent trip to Egypt.
He fell ill upon his return and tested
positive March 10, two days after he
entered the hospital.

His wife, Linda, who accompanied him
on the trip, did not contract the virus,
Leslie LaPlante said. Wearing protective
gear, Linda and Leslie LaPlante were
both with him when he died.

Leslie LaPlante said her father, who
retired in 2012, was an enthusiastic world
traveler who was devoted to his family,
his church and his profession. After leav-
ing his city job, he continued his work
with T.Y. Lin International Group, con-
sulting on projects all over the world.

Heather Gaffney, a retired civil engi-
neer who worked with LaPlante at T.Y.
Lin, said he was a mentor to many in the
profession and far ahead of the curve
when it came to considering the trans-
portation needs of cyclists, buses, pedes-
trians and the disabled.

“He was very much an innovator,” she
said.

Leslie LaPlante said the family plans a
service “once we know what (circum-
stances) will allow.” In the meantime,
they’re taking comfort in how LaPlante is
being remembered — and how he is now
serving as a reminder to treat the pan-
demic with the utmost seriousness.

“We’ve seen that for some people, it
has driven it close to home,” she said. “I
guess that does make a difference.”

— John Keilman

REMEMBERING THE LIVES
OF THOSE IN ILLINOIS WHO
DIED FROM CORONAVIRUS

They were mothers and fathers, daughters and sons. Many were proud grandparents.

Two were sisters from a tight-knit South Side family. All were loved, relatives say, and will

be forever missed. As the number of deaths attributable to the coronavirus ticks upward,

the Tribune is working to chronicle those who have lost their lives in the Chicago area or

who have connections to our region. These are some of those victims.

FAMILY PHOTO 

FAMILY PHOTO 

FAMILY PHOTO 
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Beatrice “Bebe” Mann, nee Bagno, age 99. Beloved
wife of the late Max; cherished mother
of Stewart (Kim), Ronald (Colleen) and
William (late Delaine); loving grand-
mother of Ryan, Jason (Amber), Casey
(Holden) Metz, Seth (Elizabeth), Nathan,

Jamie and Jacqueline and great-grandchildren
Owen, Samantha and Sawyer; dear sister of the late
Sylvia Schneider; dear Sisters-in-law of Dorothy (late
Louis) Wagman and the late Annafaye (late Arthur)
Spreckman; fond aunt of many nieces and nephews.
A private family graveside funeral is necessary,
however a live stream video will be available on
Tuesday March 31st at 3 PM (live) or anytime after at
www.mitzvahfunerals.com. Info Mitzvah Memorial

Funerals, 630-MITZVAH (630-648-9824)

Mann, Beatrice ‘Bebe’

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Carmen H. Kaesmeyer nee Bode, age 86, of Arlington
Heights, formerly of Lombard and Courtland, 
Minnesota. Memorial Services are planned for a later 
date at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Courtland, MN.  
Burial following at Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery, 
Courtland, Minnesota.  Memorial Visitation pend-
ing at Brust Funeral Home, 135 S. Main Street, 
Lombard, after current crisis. Mrs. Kaesmeyer was 
the loving mother of Constance, Katherine (David) 
Moxon, Angela (Philip) Hyssong, and Rebecca (Dr. 
Louis, M.D.), Kazal; fond grandmother of 7; great-
grandmother of 2; sister of 9; relative and friend
to many. She is preceded in death by her beloved 
husband, Victor R., 5 brothers and sisters, and her 
cherished granddaughter, Lija. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials to The Lutheran Home, Arlington Heights 
or St. John’s Ev. Lutheran School-Early Childhood 
Education, Lombard, are appreciated. For more info
www.brustfuneralhome.com or call 888-629-0094.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Kaesmeyer, Carmen H.

Gilbert, Howard Norman
Howard Norman Gilbert, 91, son of the
late Norman and the late Fanny Gilbert,
leaves behind his wife of 63 years,
Jacqueline Glasser Gilbert, children
Ncoom and Chaia Gilbar, Harlan and
Judit Gilbert, Joel and Heidi Gilbert,
Sharon Gilbert, 11 grandchildren and 12

great grandchildren, and brother Raymond (Sylvia)
Gilbert and many, many dear nieces and nephews,
and caregiver Geraro Lansang. Active lawyer for
over 70 years, Managing Partner in Holleb & Coff.
Pro bono work for years in the Civil Rights Move-
ment, with Conscientious Objectors, Marijuana
cases, End of Life issues, Modern Orthodox Reli-
gious Issues. Started Or Torah Synagogue in Skokie
with Rabbi Eliezer Berkovits. Great enjoyment in
solving social justice issues as well as many legal
problems to the satisfaction of clients. Held lead-
ership positions with Mount Sinal Hospital, Shalva,
Jewish Federation, Illinois Hospital Association.
Donations to the charity of your choice. Private
graveside services. Arrangements by Chicago Jew-
ish Funerals – Skokie Chapel, 847.229.8822, www.
cjfinfo.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Steve peacefully departed this life on March 27, 
2020 in his home, surrounded by love and in the ex-
cellent and attentive care of his family. Throughout 
his cancer diagnosis, treatment, and hospice en-
rollment Steve continued to live thoughtfully and 
consciously—and with his characteristic humor. 
Devoted husband to Betty, his high-school sweet-
heart; loving and beloved father of James (Allison), 
Kristofer (Itzel), and Robert; adored Grandpa Steve 
(“G-Pa”) of Isabella, Nicholas, Adam, and Katherine. 
Cherished son of the late Roy and Mary, and devot-
ed brother to Glen (Tami). Treasured brother-in-law 
of Karen (Paul), Georgia (Jay), and Joanie (Mike); fond 
uncle and great uncle of many nieces and neph-
ews.  Avid golfer and gardener. Trusted colleague.
Devoted fan of The Ides of March.  To help continue 
the excellent end-of-life care provided to Steve and 
The Fagerman Family, kindly consider memorial 
donations to JourneyCare, 405 N. Lake Zurich Rd., 
Barrington, IL 60010 (224)770-2489 (https://journey-
care.org/donate/). Memorial service will be held at a 
future date. Info. www.anellofuneralandcremation.
com or 847-951-9953.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Fagerman, Steve

Richard John Bloss of Evanston, Illinois survived
by wife Susan of 51 years,
sons Richard (Laura)
and Jonathan (Anna).
Grandchildren Joseph,
James, Emily, James, Julia
and Nicky. Nephew Harlow
Waite of Poughkeepsie, NY
and niece Patrica Stafford of
Hampstead, NC, grand uncle
to many nieces and nephews.

Preceded in death by brother Joseph Bloss, sisters
Velma Franke, Mary Mosconi and Sophie Elzenbeck.
Richard was born in Johnstown, NY on September
19th, 1922 son of Clementina and Augustine Bloss.
After high school he enlisted in the Army and served
with the Sixth Army in the Philippines and South
Pacific during World War II rising to the rank of First
Sargent and receiving the Bronze Star for meritori-
ous conduct. After his military service he attended
Rider College graduating cum laude in 1949, then
obtaining his Masters degree in political science
from the University of Pennsylvania in 1951 and
Doctorate in 1959. He went on to teach political
science at Rider College, Eastern Illinois University
and Chicago State University where he taught for
26 years serving as Chairman of the Department of
Political Science and Economics. He was a member
of The American Political Science Association and
The Association of University Professors. Richard
was an avid reader and letter writer corresponding
with friends around the world. He loved playing golf
often traveling to Wisconsin and Myrtle Beach with
his sons. He had the opportunity to visit St. Andrews
with his nephew Harlow and scored a hole-in-one
on a trip to Florida. He was very active in local poli-
tics for the Democratic party serving for decades
as precinct captain in Evanston. More recently he
enjoyed gardening and visiting with his grandchil-
dren. He was a kind and generous person making
donations to countless charitable organizations. He
will be truly missed by all. There will be a memorial
service held at a later date, for more information call
(847) 824-5155 or go to OehlerFuneralHome.com

Bloss, Richard J.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Death Notices

Visit:

chicagotribune.com/deathnotice

Honor

a Loved

One with

a Death

Notice in

Chicago

Tribune

It’s a fi nal farewell; a 

sign of love and re-

spect; an homage to a 

loved one’s life. Placing 

a Death Notice shows 

you care, and is now 

more effi cient than ever 

before with our NEW 

Self-Service tool.

Features of Self-Service

• Instant notice creation
and review 

• Real-time pricing

• Pre-designed templates 

• Enhance your notice by 
uploading photos and 
graphics 

• Immediate, printable 
proof of notice

Includes print listing

in the Death Notice 

section of the

Chicago Tribune,

an online notice with 

guestbook on

chicagotribune.com.

Dorothy Loretta McNamee Reynolds died at 12:38
p.m. on Sunday, March 15, 2020 at OSF Little
Company of Mary Medical Center in Evergreen Park,
IL. Dorothy was born Dorothy Loretta Lawlor on July
9, 1922 in Joliet IL, to Samuel and Frances Lawlor.
Samuel Lawlor died when Dorothy was young
and, after her mother married Philip McNamee,
he adopted Dorothy, who then became Dorothy
McNamee. Dorothy grew up in the South Shore
neighborhood, graduating from Aquinas Dominican
High School and Chicago Teachers College. Dorothy
married John (Jack) Edward Reynolds at St. Philip
Neri Church in Chicago on March 30, 1946. They
lived in Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park for 60 years
until moving to Smith Village in the Beverly area
of Chicago where they resided until their passing.
Jack and Dorothy raised 5 children: Patricia (Dan)
Walsh of Chicago, Philip (Cathy) Reynolds of Orland
Park, IL. Brian (Barbara) Reynolds of Springfield IL,
Gary (Paula) Reynolds of Swampscott, MA, and
Michael (Maureen) Reynolds of Evergreen Park,
IL. Dorothy was active in organizations at both St.
Linus and Most Holy Redeemer parishes. Dorothy
taught at various Chicago public grammar schools
in the late 1940s and later served for many years
as a substitute teacher, mainly in Chicago public
grammar schools. Dorothy was preceded in death
by her husband Jack, her parents, Phil and Fran, her
brother Robert, and her eldest son, Philip. Dorothy
is survived by 4 of her 5 children, and also by 16
grandchildren and 32 great grandchildren. The fam-
ily wishes to thank the caregivers at Smith Village of
Beverly for the wonderful care provided to Dorothy
and Jack over the past several years. Interment ser-
vices are provided by Beverly Ridge Funeral Home at
10415 S. Kedzie Avenue in Chicago. The family will
be holding a memorial service at a later date. In lieu
of flowers, the family asks that memorial contribu-
tions be made on Dorothy’s behalf to Misericordia
Heart of Mercy, 6300 N. Ridge Avenue, Chicago IL
60660. 773-779-4411

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Reynolds, Dorothy Loretta McNamee

Darlene F. Polzin, 75 of Huntley, died peacefully
Tuesday due to complications from Alzheimer’s,
March 24, 2020.
Private family services are being held this week. A
public memorial service will be organized at a later
date.
Darlene was born December 26, 1944, the daughter
of Marcus and Margaret Leff. On October 16, 1965
she married the love of her life Thomas Polzin. She
managed several careers over her life and retired as
a personal banker. She was a member of Shepherd
of the Prairie Lutheran Church. Darlene She had
a big heart and loved people so dearly, she was a
tremendous wife, amazing mother, loving grand-
mother and supportive friend who will always be
remembered for her smile, laugh, and unwavering
love for all; she will truly missed by all who had the
opportunity to know her.
She is survived by her husband, Tom, her children,
Tim (Lindsey), Todd (Amanda), Tammy Polzin. Also
by her six grandchildren; Max, Henry, Grace, Charlie,
Nick and Kevin and her brother, Mark (Sharon) Leff.
She was preceded in death by her parents.
For further information please call the funeral home
at 847-515-8772. We encourage everyone to leave
an on line condolence for the family at www.defio-
refuneral.com and In lieu of flowers, please consider
donating to the Alzheimer’s Association https://alz.
org/.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Polzin, Darlene

(nee Lundquist) Beloved wife of the late William;
loving mother of the late Thomas “Zel” Paulley;  de-
voted daughter of the late Helen (nee Hargrave) and
the late George Lundquist;  dear sister of Gloria (the
late Robert) Gibbons;  beloved  aunt of many where
she played a loving role in the lives of her nieces 
and nephews and her great nieces and nephews. 
She was cherished and loved by all.  Services will
be held privately for family only and a celebration of 
her life will be planned later.  Please keep her in your
memories and say a prayer for her.   Arrangements 
by Cooney Funeral Home.  847-685-1002 www.
cooneyfuneralhome.com 

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Paulley, Natalie J.

Brought to you by Legacy.com
®

Every life story
deserves to be told.
Share your loved one’s story at

placeanad.chicagotribune.com

Shirley M. Wright, nee Emerson; Dearly beloved
wife of the late Joseph A.; Loving mother of Richard
(Betty), Diane (Mike) Kenney and Joe; Cherished
grandma of Michael, Angela, Matthew, Kevin and
Brook; Dearest sister of Barbara Emerson; Fond
aunt of many nieces and nephews; Private entomb-
ment at Queen of Heaven Cemetery, Christ the King
Mausoleum. Info. 773-286-2500 or www.belmontfu-
neralhome.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Wright, Shirley M.

86, passed away peacefully March 25, 2020 in
Naples, Florida.  He was born August 6, 
1933 in Chicago, Illinois, the third son of 
the late Robert W. Sonney and Louise
(Rouzan) Sonney.
Dale is a graduate of Chicago’s Mt.

Carmel High School and earned a Bachelor’s degree 
in Civil Engineering from the University of Illinois.
He met the love of his life, Sylvia (Gallegos) Sonney,
a Spanish teacher in Louisville, Kentucky and were
married in 1959.  The newlyweds began their life
together in Oak Park and Downers Grove, Illinois. 
Dale started his career as a Civil Engineer at NiGas 
Co. then began to trail blaze as an entrepreneur 
owning a mobile home park, Yogi Bear’s Jellystone
Park, Baskin Robbins, Real Estate and mortgage 
origination living in Valparaiso, Indiana.  After Sylvia’s 
death in 1995, Dale also know as Poppy spent time
with his children, granddaughters, friends, golfing,
traveling, Kiwanis, his church, the Moose, trivia and 
eating with the ROMEO Club (Retied Old Men Eating 
Out).
Dale retired to Venice, Florida and Naples, Florida.
Dale is survived by his children; Diane (John) Olivo,
Jon Sonney; 3 Granddaughters;  Ashleigh Pierce
(Tao-engaged), Jenell Sonney, Dale (Esteban) Cruz;
3 Greatgrandchildren;  Aiden, Lillian and Sylvia who 
will miss him dearly.
A private mass will be held at St Agnes Catholic 
Church, Naples, Florida March 31, 2020 at 10:00 EST.  
We request that you say a pray or think about Dad
and your loved ones during that time.
Dad will be buried beside his beloved wife Sylvia at
St. Paul’s Cemetery in Valparaiso, Indiana.
Celebration’s of life, mass and memorial arrange-
ments will be made for future dates.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made in memory of Dale
K. Sonney to St. Jude’s or The American Cancer
Society.

Sonney, Dale K

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Judith Robbins, nee Reimer, 86. Beloved wife of the
late Jerome; devoted mother of Carol
Robbins Loeffler and Mark (Kathryn
Meier) Robbins; cherished grandmother
of Matthew Loeffler and Alexis, Sarah,
and Corinne Robbins; loving sister of

Rochelle (late Irwin) Price; caring aunt of Marcie
(Ralph) Nach and Vicki Price. Graveside services
are private, but you can access the service on the
Weinstein & Piser Funeral Home facebook page
Tuesday, March 31 at 11 AM. In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may be made to the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society, www.lls.org. For info:
847-256-5700.

Robbins, Judith

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries
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YOUR PERFECT

JOB
IS WAITING

Search jobs. Post your resume. Stand out from the crowd. chicagotribune.com/jobs

Immediate newspaper

carrier routes available
throughout Chicagoland

To inquire, please call

708-342-5649 or email

deliveries@chicagotribune.com

Perfect as
a second job
or for a stay-at-
home parent.

Immediate
openings

throughout
Chicagoland!

NEWSPAPER
DELIVERY
DRIVERS
NEEDED

We are looking for candidates with strong
customer service and attention to detail. If you
or someone you know is looking to make extra
income we’re interested!

Work requires a reliable vehicle, proof of insurance and
the ability to work early morning hours 7 days a week (3-4
hours per day). All carriers are sub-contracted with
a Chicago Tribune Home Delivery Contractor.

          Venture Capital Available 
        Seeking viable projects for 
       investment. $10 Million and 
        above. Call 212-634-4246

GENERAL SERVICES

Havanese 260-849-2399

Indiana $975 and up M & F

AKC Red & Gold Havanese puppies available

DOGS

WE BUY COMIC BOOKS!
Top Prices Paid Will Come To You

888-88-COMIC ComicBuyingCenter.com

Wanted: Oriental Rugs
Any size/ Any condition - for cash.

*** CALL 773-575-8088 ***

WANTED FREON  R12 R500 R11. We pay 
CA$H. Cert. professionals. 312-291-9169 
RefrigerantFinders.com/ad

Wanted Paying Cash for Military Items,
American, German, Japanese & Other
Countries from Any Period. Marx Play
sets, Toy Soldiers, Trains, Miscellaneous
Toys & Antiques. Gary: 708-522-3400

BUYING TOY TRAINS
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, HO, BRASS,

OLD TOYS,COIN OPERATEDGAMES,COKE
MACHINES, SLOT CARS, OLD SIGNS!

Dennis 630-319-2331

BUYING RECORD ALBUMS! Rock, Jazz & Blues.
Also vintage baseball cards!

847-343-1628

- Motorcycles Wanted Cash Paid! All Makes!
Will Pick Up. Reasonable. 630-660-0571

STUFF WANTED

COUNTY OF COOK OFFICE OF THE 
CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER FOR 

THE DEPARTMENT OF FACILITIES 
MANAGEMENT  INVITATION FOR BID 
(IFB) FOR NEW ELECTRIC MOTORS, 

PUMPS AND AIR COMPRESSORS IFB NO.: 
1945-18125

IFB Document: The IFB document is available
for download at: https://legacy.cookcountyil.
gov/purchasing/bids/listAllBids.php

Contact Person: If you are not able to
download the IFB or if you have other 
questions, please contact Angelique Randle, 
Contract Negotiator, at (312) 603-4478 or 
angelique.randle@cookcountyil.gov

Questions: Questions can be submitted in 
writing to the contact person above until
12:00 PM (CST) on April 8, 2020.

Bid Due Date, Time, 
and Location:  Wednesday, June 24, 2020 at 
10:00 AM (CST)
Office of the Chief Procurement Officer
Cook County Building
118 N. Clark Street., Room 1018
Chicago, Illinois 60602
_______________          
Toni Preckwinkle
President, Cook County Board of 
Commissioners

Raffi Sarrafian
Chief Procurement Officer

Late Bids Will Not Be Accepted
03/30/20 6642969

LEGAL NOTICE

CPS RFP FOR PARATRANSIT & ALTERNATIVE 
STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
DUE:  APRIL 28, 2020 AT 11 A.M.
See:  https://cps.edu/procurement/Pages/
currentcontracts.aspx
3/30/2020 6643206

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

Notice is hereby given, Pursuant to “An Act  
in relation To the use of an Assumed Business  

Name in the conduct or transaction of  
Business in The State” as amended, that a  
Certification was filed by the Undersigned  

with the County Clerk of Cook County 
File No. 

  Y20003363  on the 
Date: March 6, 2020 

Under the Assumed Name of: DEE’S TASTY 
TREATS

with the business located at:
8044 S WASHTENAW
CHICAGO, IL, 60652

The true name and residence Address of  
the owner is: DEANA WILLIAMS

 8044 S WASHTENAW
CHICAGO, IL, 60652

3/16, 3/23, 3/30/2020 6633337

ASSUMED
NAMES

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD 

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Hazel Cobern

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Diane Cobern 
(Mother) AKA Diana Cobern AKA Diane 
Coburn

JUVENILE NO.: 18JA00432

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Diane Cobern 
AKA Diana Cobern AKA Diane Coburn, 
respondents, and to All Whom It May 
Concern, that on December 30, 2019, a 
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court 
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in 
the courtroom of Judge Maxwell Griffin in 
the Cook County Juvenile Court Building, 
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 
ON 04/17/2020, at 10:00 AM in CALENDAR 
10 COURTROOM J, or as soon thereafter as 
this case may be heard, a hearing will be 
held upon the petition to terminate your 
parental rights and appoint a guardian with 
power to consent to adoption.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO 
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled 
to further written notices or publication 
notices of the proceedings in this case, 
including the filing of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand 
admitted as against you and each of you, 
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
February 26, 2020 6644354

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

Stop wasting time searching for talent. Find the right

talent with tribune publishing recruitment services.

We work hard to make your talent search easy. With

our expansive network of distinguished print and online

publications and their respective reach and readership,

you’ll have access to top talent from coast-to-coast.

Plus, enjoy advanced job matching and ad targeting

technology, access print and digital advertising

opportunities, career fairs and more.

Extend your reach. Access customized

technology. Simplify your search.

chicagotribune.com/jobs

YOUR
PERFECT
HIRE
ISWAITING

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES, OFFICE OF WATER 

RESOURCES PUBLIC NOTICE  
Sterling Bay, 1330 West Fullerton, Suite 
800, Chicago, Illinois 60607 has applied for
a permit from the IDNR, OWR to install a
riverwall and terraced riverwalk as part of
the Lincoln Yards development on the east
bank of the North Branch of the Chicago
River in the City of Chicago.  Inquiries and 
requests to view the complete application
may be directed to Heather McGowan of
OWR’s Bartlett Office at 847/608-3116.  
Additional information on this project can
be found at http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/
waterresources.  You are invited to send
comments regarding this project to 2050 
W. Stearns Road, Bartlett, IL 60103 by April 
17, 2020.  
3/30/2020  6643916 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
AND CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT 

JUVENILE JUSTICE DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Dominik D Garcia 

A MINOR
NO. 2018JD01875

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, Yvette Cuello
(Mother), respondents, and TO ALL WHOM 
IT MAY CONCERN, that on November 19, 
2018, a petition was filed under the Juvenile
Court Act by KIM FOXX, STATE’S ATTORNEY
OF COOK COUNTY through her assistant 
State’s Attorney in this court and that in the
courtroom of Judge Terrence Sharkey in
the   1100 South Hamilton, Chicago, Illinois
on 04/10/2020 at 9:00 AM IN CALENDAR 63
COURTROOM 13 , 

or as soon thereafter as this case may be 
heard, an adjudicatory hearing will be held 
upon the petition to have the minor declared 
to be a ward of the court and for other relief
under the Act. The court has authority in 
this case to take from you the custody and
guardianship of the minor.

Unless you appear at the hearing and show 
cause to the contrary, an order or judgment 
by default may be entered against you for 
the relief asked in the petition.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF COURT
March 12, 2020

ASSISTANT STATE’S ATTORNEY:
S. Auyeung, P. Sloan

ATTORNEY FOR: 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
ADDRESS: 1100 South Hamilton
CITY/STATE: Chicago, Illinois 60612
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (312) 433-7000
ATTORNEY NO.: 33182

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, 
COOK COUNTY OF ILLINOIS
March 12, 2020 6643479

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Tyjuan Jefferson

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Tawana Jefferson 
(Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 19JA01508

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Jefferson, Tawana 
(Mother), respondents, and to All Whom
It May Concern, that on December 13, 
2019, a petition was filed under the Juvenile
Court Act by KIM FOXX in this court and 
that in the courtroom of Judge Nicholas
Geanopoulos in the Cook County Juvenile
Court Building, 1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois, ON 04/17/2020,at 10:30
AM in CALENDAR 17 COURTROOM K, or as 
soon thereafter as this case may be heard, 
an adjudicatory hearing will be held upon
the petition to have the minor declared to
be a ward of the court and for other relief
under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
February 24, 2020 6644344

REQUEST FOR SEALED BIDS FOR TWO (2) 
NEW ACTIVITY BUSES – 5 YEAR LEASE

Cicero School District 99 is requesting 
sealed bids offering to lease two (2) new 
activity buses for 5 years. Bid Specifications 
will be available in the Administration 
Building beginning Monday, March 30, 2020 
from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. until bid opening 
day Monday, April 20, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. Bids 
must be received at the Business Office at 
5110 W. 24th Street, Cicero, Illinois, 60804, 
before 2:00 p.m. on Monday, April 20, 2020 
or may be presented in person prior to the 
bid opening at the Administration Building 
Board Room, 5110 W. 24th Street, Cicero, 
Illinois, on Monday, April 20, 2020. Bids must 
be clearly marked on the face of a sealed 
envelope: “SEALED BID FOR TWO (2) NEW 
ACTIVITY BUSES – 5 YEAR LEASE – MONDAY, 
APRIL 20, 2020 AT 2:00 P.M.” Unsigned or 
late bids will not be considered.
3/20/2020 6643096

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

NOTICE TO DISADVANTAGED 
BUSINESSES

Gerardi Sewer & Water Co.,1785 Armitage 
Court Addison, Il 60101
1-630-519-5116, is seeking disadvantaged 
businesses for the Village of Downers 
Grove,2020 Watermain Improvements 
Contract A.Project for Subcontracting 
opportunities in the following areas: 
Tree Protection,Pavement Marking,HMA 
Paving,Concrete Paving,Landscaping, 
Layout. All disadvantaged businesses should 
contact,IN WRITING,(certified letter,return 
receipt requested), James Gerardi to 
discuss the sub- contracting opportunities. 
All negotiations must be completed prior 
to bid opening 4/15/2020. Subcontractors 
will be evaluated according to the lowest 
responsive bidder.
3/30/20 6643309

LEGAL
NOTICES
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Allen Robinson has some workout
equipment in his northwest suburban
home, so he has been able to stay
somewhat active during Chicago’s stay-at-
home order.

The Bears wide receiver also has had
time to act quickly with his Within Reach
Foundation to help inner-city families in
need during the coronavirus pandemic,
giving them something they can use now
instead of waiting for the storm to pass.

Typically, Robinson’s charity operates
with the goal of enhancing educational
opportunities for low-income students,
working to steer them toward a path to
success. Robinson promotes reading and
regularly volunteers time around the
holidays.

Last week, Robinson’s foundation part-
nered with the Greater Chicago Food
Depository to supplement students who
rely on daily meals at school. Chicago
Public Schools are closed through at least
April 21 and are providing meal pickup
outside the schools, with each child
receiving a bag containing three days of 

Robinson: ‘Just trying
to make an impact’
Bears wide receiver is helping
kids get meals during pandemic

By Brad Biggs

Bears wide receiver Allen Robinson signs autographs on Dec. 22 at Soldier Field.

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Turn to Robinson, Page 5

BEARS

The first few days of NFL free agency

saw the Bears add Nick Foles, Jimmy

Graham and Robert Quinn and release

Leonard Floyd, among other 

transactions. Our Bears writers weigh in

on four topics. Page 6

Jaguars quarterback Nick Foles

scrambles against the Titans on Nov. 24

in Nashville, Tenn. 

MARK ZALESKI/AP 

Major moves
in the 1st week
of free agency

NFL

About 1,200 signatures are on the
walls inside Razor Red barbershop.

The walls are lined with the names
of former Bulls players such as Scottie
Pippen, Taj Gibson and Dwyane
Wade; ex-Bears such as Matt Forte and
David Terrell; and those just passing
through town for sporting events, such
as Kansas basketball coach Bill Self
and Celtics forward Enes Kanter. 

Current Bulls often stop by to get
haircuts, including assistant coach Roy
Rogers, team training staff members
and players Zach LaVine, Chandler
Hutchison and Wendell Carter Jr.

But the windows of the shop were
boarded up last week when its owner,
Terrance Wills, was forced to shut
down after Chicago’s stay-at-home

order went into effect, closing nones-
sential businesses. Barbershops and
salons across the country find them-
selves in similar situations amid the
uncertainty of a global pandemic that
has left them wondering when — and
for some, if — they will be able to
reopen.

“It was a stressful feeling,” Wills
said. “Because a lot of my employees
were expecting me to stay open.”

Wills had anticipated the day could
be coming as the virus began spread-
ing across the globe.

He started taking precautions at the
beginning of the month: placing hand
sanitizer at each barber station, lim-
iting the number of people allowed in
the shop and respecting the rules of
social distancing.

“All my barber buddies, they shut

down,” Wills said. “We do up-close-
and-personal business. I’m on you
when I’m cutting your hair. I can smell
your breath.”

The clients who visit the shop, a
little more than a mile from the United
Center, range from walk-ins looking to
take advantage of the $5 special for
kids on Saturday mornings to current
Bulls who prefer coming to the shop.
Wills also swings by the United Center
before games or to the Advocate
Center, where he has a barber station
set up at the team’s practice facility.

In some ways, his business leaned
on the business of basketball. He
developed relationships with agencies
CAA and Priority Sports and helped
take care of their players. In fact, Wills’

Terrance Wills stands outside his Razor Red Grooming Solutions barbershop near the United Center on Wednesday.

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Razor burn: Cut to
sports cost his shop

Terrance Wills leaned on NBA clients for
business at barbershop near United Center

By Jamal Collier

Turn to Barber, Page 5

It was 4 a.m. in
Beijing when former
Knicks player and
Coney Island, New
York native Stephon
Marbury got on the
phone with the Daily
News.

He didn’t want to talk about basketball.
He wanted to talk about how he could
help the U.S., and particularly his beloved
native New York, battle the coronavirus.

Thanks to a his massive popularity
from playing in the Chinese Basketball
Association, Marbury has relationships
with local manufacturing firms in China,
and has been in touch with Brooklyn
Borough President Eric Adams about the
possibility of helping the states get
desperately needed medical equipment.
The factories could provide 10 million
masks within the next 10-30 days. They
can manufacture between 2 million and
2.5 million masks a week and ship half a
million masks via air freight each day.

“Because of my relationship with Eric
(Adams) and for the people of Coney
Island where I’m from, I’m now trying to
help source from different factories here
in China to help because (Eric Adams)
isn’t here. He’s not on the ground. He’s
not able to have people coming here
because it’s so difficult right now,”
Marbury said.

“So I’m taking on a role for him to
basically try to help sourcing products
with masks and different other products
that people will need to survive.”

After his NBA career, Marbury played
seven seasons in China, becoming a
legend for the Beijing Ducks, with whom
he won three CBA championships. He is
a massive star in China, memorialized in
the way Michael Jordan is stateside,
statues and all.

Marbury had a message for New
Yorkers who now find themselves at the
epicenter of the outbreak in America:

“We’ve got to start thinking ... together.
We’ve gotta listen, focus. We got to stay
balanced during this time. The only way
that we’re going to get through this is this
is if we unite as one. ... I think we’ll be able
to be better off in the long run.”

— New York Daily News

Keeping an eye on the impact
of the coronavirus crisis:

NBA
Season

suspended
indefinitely 

NHL
Season

suspended
indefinitely

MLB
Opening day

delayed 
until at least 

mid-May 

MLS
Season

suspended
until at least

May 10

NFL
Draft set for
April 23-25;

OTAs
canceled

NCAA
Spring 
sports

schedule
canceled

Others: PGA Tour suspended 
through the PGA Championship.

NASCAR suspended until at least May 9.
WTA, ATP suspended through at least June 7. 

WHEN SPORTS 

STOOD STILL

THE QUOTE 

“My neighbors are going 
to hate me by the time 
this quarantine is over.”

— Rangers All-Star outfielder Joey Gallo
in a tweet about building an in-home
batting cage while he remains at home in
Dallas during the coronavirus pandemic.

THE NUMBER 

674Timmy Hill won the
virtual NASCAR
iRacing event contested

on a replica of Texas Motor Speedway,
where Sunday’s Cup Series race had
been scheduled to be run. It was Hill’s
674th career iRacing victory.

Marbury’s mission:
Masks from China

ELAINE THOMPSON/AP 
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Crossword

ACROSS
1 All there,
mentally

5 Fail to mention
9 Monte Rosa’s
range

13 Fine-tune
15 Often-dry gully
16 Actor Wyle
17 Spar verbally
18 Get rid of
20 “Not __ long
shot!”

21 Pres. Martin __
Buren

23 Worn away
24 Coin toss call
26 __ down; reclined
27 Wears the crown
29 __ shop; starts a
business

32 Santa’s helpers
33 TV’s “__ Line Is
It Anyway?”

35 Take into custody
37 Like diehard
rooters

38 Simon &
Newman

39 Bailiff’s order
40 Prefix for fortune
or fit

41 All __ up;
enthusiastic

42 Simple floats
43 Fragrances
45 Rescuers
46 Sign of summer

47 Word attached
to back or boy

48 Address word
51 Consumed
52 Geography book
diagram

55 Down-to-earth
58 Still breathing
60 Family tree
member

61 Accepted
standard

62 Procrastinator’s
word

63 NBA team
64 __ for broke;
bets it all

65 Closed sac

DOWN
1 Puncture
2 Haywire
3 Pessimist’s
attitude

4 Parisian water
5 Olympic runner
Jesse __

6 Prefix for nutrition
or practice

7 Tyrant Amin
8 Not just for a
certain era

9 Bugs
10 Washerful
11 Cracker spread
12 Small outbuilding
14 Bacon & others
19 Up in arms

22 Jolson & Roker
25 Like fine wine
27 Paper quantity
28 “King of Rock
and Roll”

29 Auctioneer’s cry
30 Sameness
31 Craft adhesive
33 Armed conflicts
34 Cry’s partner, in
phrase

36 Girl’s nickname
38 Flying a plane
39 Few and far
between

41 Group of
warships

42 Annul, as a law
44 Votes into office
45 Accessory
47 Next Sunday’s
church handouts

48 Bridge
49 Accurate
50 Rave’s partner,
in phrase

53 5th &
Pennsylvania:
abbr.

54 Saucy
56 Pigeon’s sound
57 “__ we having
fun yet?”

59 Fond du __, WI

Solutions
3/30/20By Jacqueline E. Mathews. © 2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. All rights reserved.

SPORTS

Shockers pull a shocker

W
ichita State can play angry
all the way to Atlanta for
the Final Four. 

The ninth-seeded
Shockers finished their

destruction of the NCAA tournament’s West
Region with a tour de force of aggression,
determination and spirit properly channeled
into a 70-66 defeat of second-seeded Ohio
State on Saturday night at Staples Center. 

The Shockers knocked off the top two
seeds in the region on their way to their first
Final Four since 1965. They will play the
winner of Sunday’s Louisville-Duke game on
Saturday. 

“I don’t think we’re Cinderella at all,”
Wichita State coach Gregg Marshall said.
“Cinderellas usually are done by this stage. If
you get to this point, you can win the whole
thing. You beat a No. 1 seed, a No. 2 seed -- I
think Cinderella just found one glass slipper.
I don’t think she found four.” 

The Shockers (30-8) advanced with 35
minutes of superb play and five of holding on
for dear life. 

Ohio State made a late push, pressing and
tiring out the Shockers. The lead dropped to
three points before Wichita State pushed
back. Tekele Cotton’s 3-pointer gave the
Shockers a 65-59 lead. Then his offensive
rebound — beating bigger players to the ball
— gave them possession. That ended with
Fred Van Vleet’s shot in the lane bouncing on
the rim once, twice, three times before
settling in for a 67-61 lead. After an Aaron
Craft miss, Ron Baker made two free throws
for a 69-61 lead with 51.3 seconds to play.

Malcolm Armstead led Wichita State with
14 points. Cleanthony Early and Van Vleet
each added 12 to help the Shockers win a
school-record 30th game this season. Baker
scored nine points, all from the foul line. 

LaQuinton Ross led the Buckeyes with 19
points. 

Ohio State, denied driving lanes and post

shots, shot contested jumpers and missed. It
finished the first half 8 of 33 from the field
and 2 of 10 from behind the arc. DeShaun
Thomas made 4 of 13 shots and missed all
five of his 3-pointers. 

“The way we shot coming into the Sweet
16, Elite Eight, everything was falling,”
Thomas said. “Today, it just wasn’t our night.
Nothing was falling.”

Wichita State scored the first six points of
the second half to build a 41-25 lead.
Armstead’s 3-pointer made it 44-27 with less
than 15 minutes remaining. 

But Ohio State made its push midway

through the half. Ross scored 10 of Ohio
State’s 12 points in a burst that got the
Buckeyes within 56-43. 

Wichita State’s offense stalled, and Early
went to the locker room for X-rays after
landing awkwardly on his left ankle. He
returned minutes later, with the Shockers
holding on to a 56-45 lead. 

His return paid off quickly with his steal of
a pass by Ross. That led to a three-point play
for Van Vleet and a 60-45 lead with 7:03
remaining.

Ohio State responded with a 7-0 run that
cut tiring Wichita State’s lead to 60-52. The

Buckeyes kept coming, getting within 62-57
before Cotton’s 3-pointer revived the Shock-
ers. 

We’re all missing sports these days. So with the games on hold, we’re offering a daily dose of memorable moments as chronicled through sports history: 

A GOOD TIME TO LOOK BACK 

(MARCH 30, 2013)
This story was published when Wichita
State, a No. 9 seed, advanced to the 
Final Four with a win over second-seeded
Ohio State.

By Paul Suellentrop
Wichita Eagle

Wichita State’s Fred VanVleet (23) and Carl Hall (22) celebrate after defeating Ohio State
in the West Regional final March 30, 2013, at Staples Center in Los Angeles.

JEFF GROSS/GETTY

MORE MARCH 30 MOMENTS

1981: Sophomore guard Isiah Thomas
scores 23 points to lead Indiana to a 63-50
victory over North Carolina to win the
NCAA basketball title.
1987: Keith Smart's 16-foot jump shot
gives Indiana a 74-73 victory over Syracuse
for the NCAA basketball championship.
2003: Martin Brodeur becomes the first
NHL goalie with four 40-win seasons when
New Jersey beats the New York Islanders
6-0.
2006: Lorena Ochoa birdies her final hole
to tie an LPGA major championship record
at 10-under 62, giving her a four-shot lead
over Michelle Wie in the Kraft Nabisco
Championship, the first major of the year.
Ochoa breaks the tournament record set
by Mary Beth Zimmerman at Mission Hills
in 1997. The 62 ties the record in a major
set by Minea Blomqvist in the 2004 Wom-
en's British Open at Sunningdale.
2007: Kobe Bryant scores 53 points for his
eighth 50-point performance of the sea-
son, but the Los Angeles Lakers lose to
Houston 107-104 in overtime.
2009: Dwight Howard scores 22 points and
grabs 18 rebounds in a 101-95 win over
Miami 101-95 and passes Wilt Chamberlain
as the youngest NBA player to reach 5,000
rebounds. Howard is 23; Chamberlain was
25 at the time.
2013: Syracuse shuts down Marquette with
a 55-39 win in the East Regional final and
reached the Final Four for the first time in a
decade. The Golden Eagles' 39 points are a
record low for a team in an NCAA Tourna-
ment regional final since the shot clock was
introduced in 1986. 
2014: Shabazz Napier scores 17 of his 25
points in the second half, and UConn beats
Michigan State 60-54 to return to the Final
Four a year after the Huskies were barred
from the NCAA Tournament. The Huskies
rally from a nine-point second-half deficit
to become the first No. 7 seed to reach the
Final Four since the tournament expanded
to 64 teams in 1985.
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Day 19
Since the sports world went mainly dark 

ON THE CLOCK 

24
Days until the NFL draft, 

which is still scheduled for 

April 23-25. 

The top 5

Complete first-round order 

1. Bengals

2. Redskins 

3. Lions

4. Giants 

5. Dolphins 

6. Chargers 

7. Panthers 

8. Cardinals 

9. Jaguars 

10. Browns 

11. Jets 

12. Raiders 

13. 49ers 

14. Bucs 

15. Broncos 

16. Falcons 

17. Cowboys 

18. Dolphins 

19. Raiders 

20. Jaguars 

21. Eagles 

22. Vikings 

23. Patriots 

24. Saints 

25. Vikings 

26. Dolphins

27. Seahawks

28. Ravens 

29. Titans 

30. Packers 

31. 49ers 

32. Chiefs 

SPORTS

Italy’s sports minister is planning to
extend the ban on games and competitions
in the country through all of April.

The nationwide lockdown is due to
expire Friday, but Italian health experts say
the need to try to contain COVID-19 will
likely last weeks beyond that.

Minister Vincenzo Spadafora tells Ital-
ian daily La Repubblica that talks about
restarting the Serie A soccer league May 3
are “unrealistic.”

He adds: “(On Monday) I will propose
extending the ban on sports competitions
at every level for all of April. And I’ll extend
the measure to training — an area where

we hadn’t intervened because there was
still a possibility of holding the Olympics.”

At least 15 Serie A players have tested
positive for COVID-19.

Italy has nearly 100,000 positive cases.

Basketball: Steve Pikiell and Rutgers took
other step toward becoming a threat in the
Big Ten, getting a commitment from highly
regarded center Cliff Omoruyi. Rutgers
(20-11) was on the verge of its first NCAA
Tournament berth in 29 years when the
season ended prematurely.

Boxing: The International Boxing Hall of
Fame canceled its Hall of Fame weekend in
June because of the coronavirus pandemic.

This year’s class, headlined by Bernard
Hopkins and “Sugar” Shane Mosley, will be
honored at the induction ceremony in June
2021.

Horse racing: The final deadline to nomi-
nate horses for the Triple Crown series is
being extended indefinitely because of the
coronavirus. It was scheduled to be Mon-
day. The extension was agreed upon by
officials at Churchill Downs, Maryland
Jockey Club and New York Racing Associ-
ation. The Kentucky Derby has been
pushed back from May 2 to Sept. 5. Mary-
land and New York racing officials are
continuing discussions to decide when the
Preakness and Belmont stakes will be run.

ROUNDUP

Italy to extend sports ban through all of April
Associated Press

The decision to postpone the Tokyo
Olympics until next year because of the
coronavirus pandemichas left American
cyclists with an abundance of mixed feel-
ings.

Relief that a move had been finally
made. Disappointment that a lifetime am-
bition will be delayed. Frustration that
months and even years of planning have
been thrown in the blender. And still more
uncertainty over when the Summer Games
will take place, what the qualification crite-
ria will look like and even if they will still
be on the U.S. team.

“As tough as the news is to hear when
obviously the planning that goes into the
four-year cycle of it all, and obviously now
we’re only a few months out and on the
homestretch of that path, it does stink to
hear,” BMX rider and Olympic silver med-
alist Alise Willoughby said. “But at the
same time, the plan doesn’t necessarily
change.

“I know there are some athletes that
might not be in the same position,”
Willoughby continued, “whether it’s phys-

ically or financially — hanging on another
year could be difficult for some, and the
qualifying processes are basically sus-
pended and some have been finished. It’s a
mess of uncertainty for a lot of people.”

Not just cyclists, of course, but for swim-
mers and gymnasts and myriad other ath-
letes for whom the Olympics is the once-
every-four-year pinnacle of their sport. But
those who ride bikes for a living are some-
what unique in that their schedules are often
honed to the day, hour and minute. They
adhere to strict diets, meticulously plan
training rides, build strength at certain points
of the season only to shift their workouts to
those that build endurance.

The idea is to peak for a handful of races
each year, whether that’s the Tour de
France for a men’s road cyclist or the world
championships for a track cyclist. It’s
nearly impossible to maintain that finely
tuned level of fitness beyond a few weeks,
much less an entire year, which is when the
Olympics are expected to finally begin.

“It’s still an unknown. We don’t know
how long this is going to last, what races
will still be in play, what races are can-
celed,” said Chloe Dygert, a gold medal-
favorite in the women’s team pursuit on
the track and the time trial on the road.
“The goal is still the Olympics, so even if
we just take this year and focus on this year,
and training for next year, that’s what we

are going to do. I’m still training. Just kind
of winter training, a little block work.”

Off-season training, in other words —
even if it’s an “off-season” that nobody has
ever experienced.

Riders like Post and Dygert are fortu-
nate, though. Both have won world cham-
pionship and Olympic medals, and they
have accomplished enough that they have
big-time sponsors behind them. They have
the ability to spend the next few weeks and
months on training without having to
worry about landing their next pay checks.

But many other cyclists have part- and
even full-time jobs off the bike. For them
there are the very real fears of furloughs
and layoffs that are affecting Americans in
all walks of life. USA Cycling is trying to
offer as much support as possible, but even
the national governing body is feeling the
pinch as the pandemic rages.

Without races and recreational rides
that are on indefinite hiatus, the organiza-
tion doesn’t take in its usual revenue. That
in turn affects day-to-day operations, in-
cluding USA Cycling’s support for elite
riders.

“We’re operating under the assumption
that racing will remain canceled through
April, May and June. We’re planning for
the worst and hopefully it either is or is less
than that,” chief executive Rob DeMartini
said. “As it relates to the athletes, we had a

2-hour conversation on how to make this
team stronger, to show up in Tokyo next
spring, next summer, with a team that does
better than the team would have this year.
Nine to 12 months is a chance to get better.”

That is how the vast majority of American
riders are approaching this forced break.

Until tracks reopen and quarantines are
lifted, Willoughby continues to work out in
her home gym in Southern California with
her husband, Australian BMX standout
Sam Willoughyby. Dygert continues to take
long training rides around her base in
Boise, Idaho, under the watchful eye of
three-time Olympic gold medalist Kristin
Armstrong.

Mountain bike World Cup champion
Kate Courtney, another gold medal-favor-
ite, is riding outside whenever the weather
cooperates, all the while watching the
news and waiting to hear when the
Olympics will begin.

“It’s a really tough time to be an athlete
targeting the Olympics,” Courtney said.
“But that’s just one example of the kind of
loss and heartbreak happening right now,
and I know there are so many stories of
people experiencing that in all different
ways, losing jobs or losing loved ones. 

“I just hope we can get the Summer
Games back on the calendar, and when
that does happen, it will be a source of
hope and inspiration for everyone.”

“It’s still an unknown. We don’t know how long this is going to last, 
what races will still be in play, what races are canceled.”

— Chloe Dygert, Team USA cyclist

Chloe Dygert of Team USA competes during the final of the Women’s Individual Pursuit during the UCI Track Cycling World Championships on Feb. 29 in Berlin.

MAJA HITIJ/GETTY

OLYMPICS

Team USA enters new cycle
Riders face another year 
of training for Tokyo Games

By Dave Skretta
Associated Press
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J
im Klug’s office phone rings
off the hook with anxious
anglers inquiring about the
status of their upcoming fly-
fishing trips.

It’s a stressful time for the
co-owner of a fishing travel

company as he postpones and re-books
international and domestic expeditions
due the coronavirus pandemic.

The best way for him to slip away from
the stress — even if for a brief moment — is
to follow a bit of his own advice: Go fish.

Whether it’s reeling in trout, hiking,
snow activities (until the snow melts, of
course) or any other endeavor, the call
from the wild delivers a much-needed
respite in these turbulent times.

Typically open — although national
parks are increasingly limiting access and
more shelter-at-home orders are being
issued — the great outdoors provides a
natural way to social distance.

“They may close the borders. The may
close the amusements and the sports
stadiums and any places that lots and lots
of people gather. But they’re not going to
close the great outdoors and not going to
close the rivers and streams,” said Klug,
founder of Yellow Dog Flyfishing Adven-
tures in Montana. “It’s something that
always brings inner peace and calmness.”

In New England, where backwoods
skiing and hiking to 4,000 feet (1,219
meters) are almost a way of life for hardier
residents, the trails are more crowded than
ever. Hikers report they are seeing plenty
of newcomers who are hitting the out-
doors due to gym closures.

Those remote places? Not so remote
right now. Many seasoned hikers are
getting annoyed that their prized spots are
getting overrun.

Then again, everyone has the same
thought — get a breath of fresh air.

“It’s to get that sunlight, some vitamin D.
I know it will make me feel better. I feel
rested,” said Ryan Smith, the 37-year-old
owner of a media company from Peabody,
Massachusetts, on why he is still taking day
hikes with his wife, Jennifer, along trails on
the North Shore of Massachusetts and
southern New Hampshire.

Emily Davenport, who normally works
as a wilderness guide for the Appalachian
Mountain Club, has been canceling group
hikes she leads until at least the end of
April. She’s still hitting the trails in the
White Mountains near her home in
Conway, New Hampshire, for day hikes,
either alone or with a friend. For the
30-year-old, it’s a chance to recharge and
escape the cabin fever that so many people
working from home are feeling. 

“It’s a place that I feel safe. It’s familiar
and you do get away,” Davenport said,
adding that her day hikes of five to eight
miles are critical for her mental and
physical health. “You can kind of unplug
and not look at the (computer) screen and
look at the all the news that is anxiety-
inducing.”

Skiers and snowboarders, meanwhile,
are finding ways to hit the slopes with
many ski resorts now closed in the wake of
the new coronavirus. 

Drew Anderson, a freelance videogra-
pher from Denver, was at his condo in
Silverthorne, Colorado, with the intent of
spending a week — maybe longer — getting
in some turns on the slopes. But then
resorts shut down.

Plan B: back-country skiing. 
He’s been hiking to the top of Buffalo

Mountain — about a three-hour trek — and
then skiing down. Anderson and his wife
have also been taking their 4-year-old son
sledding and hiking. 

“The vibe up here in the mountains
seems pretty happy,” Anderson said. “Ev-

eryone seems to be in a good mood. We’re
in the mountains and that makes everyone
a little bit happier.”

For those not well-versed in back-
country activities, though, an important
message: Check the avalanche report for
the area. An avalanche is always a concern
this time of year on any snow-covered
slope 30 degrees or steeper.

“Anyone who travels in the back coun-
try, snow bikers, skiers, snowshoers, any-
one that wants to recreate on snow-
covered slopes needs to be aware of
avalanches,” said Brian Lazar, deputy
director of the Colorado Avalanche Infor-
mation Center.

In New England, the AMC’s Four
Thousand Footer Committee is calling on
hikers to avoid difficult trails and stay close
to home. Most are heeding that advice,

though one hiker descending Mount
Washington last Sunday fell about 200 feet
(60.9 meters) and had to be rescued.

New Hampshire’s leading conservation
groups on Friday also urged hikers to avoid
the most popular spots so they comply
with the federal guidelines on social
distancing. They urged them to focus,
instead, on the 190 quiet, conserved forests
at 100 towns across the state.

“I’ve shut down back-country skiing or
going any further into the back country for
now,” Smith said. “Right now, I don’t want
to put others at risk by going further into
the back country and making it harder for
any sort of emergency responders to come
out and get me who might be going
through their own struggles. I want those
people to rest and sleep and not worry
about me.”

More and more parks are starting to
close. The National Park Service is making
constant decisions on modifying opera-
tions on a park-by-park basis to prevent the
spread of COVID-19, which for most
people causes mild or moderate symp-
toms, such as fever and cough that clear up
in two to three weeks. For some, especially
older adults and people with existing
health problems, it can cause more severe
illness, including pneumonia and death.

Recently, Yellowstone and Grand Teton
national parks closed their gates. I n a joint
statement, Yellowstone superintendent
Cam Sholly and Grand Teton acting
superintendent Gopaul Noojibail said the
parks will reopen “as quickly and safely as
possible.”

Even if you can’t escape to the wild,
there are ways to glimpse the great
outdoors courtesy of virtual content from
the Park Service. It includes:
■ Watching wildlife and National Mall
Cherry Blossom Webcams
■ A virtual tour of Yellowstone
■ The John Day Fossil Beds National
Monument in Oregon

For Klug, there’s nothing more relaxing
than stepping into a river with his fishing
rod.

“Six feet of social distancing? On the
river, you can have six miles,” Klug said.
“We’re the sport that originated social
distancing.”

Usually, this is a busy time for Klug with
anglers planning fly-fishing excursions to
Mexico, Belize, Bahamas or Cuba.

Now, clients are calling to reschedule
their trips.

In the meantime, local fishing spots
work well.

“People are racing to the next, great
thrilling, adventure-seeking destination,”
Klug said. “We’re flying over these areas in
order to reach those ‘Instagrammable,’
exotic-type places.

“We forget how amazing everything is
right here in our own backyard.”

Graham reported from Denver and Casey
reported from Boston.

A couple walks over gypsum dunes in White Sands National Park on March 5 at Holloman Air Force Base, N.M.

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP 

OUTDOORS

Second nature

Call to the wild: Great outdoors an escape in tough times
By Pat Graham and Michael Casey

Associated Press

Most national parks are open as a refuge for Americans tired of being stuck at home because of the coronavirus.

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP 

A motorist carries a canoe on the roof his pickup truck while leaving the Organ Mountains

Desert Peaks National Monument on March 4 near Las Cruces, N.M.

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP 
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While my tolerance for watching
classic games during the sports shut-
down is waning a bit, I still find myself
channel surfing for a few minutes from
time to time to see what’s being offered.

There have been many changes to the
way games are presented, including the
graphics explosion that now includes
news tickers, first-down lines, pitch
speeds and other screen-grabbing items.
But it also is interesting to see the evolu-
tion of the games themselves.

Here are eight things I’ve learned, or
relearned, from watching reruns of clas-
sic games:

1. You really don’t need a new base-
ball every time it gets a speck of dirt
on it.

Tigers pitcher Mark Fidrych threw an
off-speed pitch during a 1976 game
against the Yankees that catcher Bruce
Kimm nabbed after it hit the dirt in the
batter’s box. Kimm handed the ball to the
plate umpire, who looked at it for a sec-
ond, deemed it OK and put it back in
play.

I don’t remember when it was decided
that every ball with a speck of dirt on it
had to be put out of play, but it has been
going on for many, many years. Of course,
if there is a smudge that can’t be easily
removed, a new ball should auto-
matically be issued. Otherwise, just wipe
it off and let’s go. It’s not as if the balls are
10 years old. They’re all brand new.

2. Some first baseman needs to
reprise the Pete Rose spike.

Whenever Pete Rose caught a throw at
first for the third out in the Phillies’ 23-22
win over the Cubs at Wrigley Field in
1979, he spiked it like a football instead of
throwing it to someone in the dugout, as
most first basemen do. There was some-
thing oddly compelling to it, and hon-
estly, I don’t remember if it was just a
Rose thing or if any other first basemen
also did the spike. Either way, it was a
cool way to end an inning and certainly
helped turn him into a memorable vil-
lain.

3. What’s the score? Who knows?

We’re so accustomed to the instantly
updated score bug on the screen that it’s
second nature now. But it was refreshing
to watch the “Christian Laettner game”
(Duke-Kentucky) from the 1992 NCAA
Tournament and remember a time when
the entire TV screen was graphics-free.
The score was updated frequently, but
there was no need to have it in your face
every second. Maybe we paid more at-
tention back then and didn’t need it? Or
perhaps we change channels so much
now, we need the constant updates?

4. Announcers seemed more candid
in their criticism.

Maybe it was the Howard Cosell ef-
fect, but during the pregame show of the
Mark Fidrych game, one of the announc-
ers wondered aloud why Yankees start-
ing pitcher Ken Holtzman was such an
“unhappy” man. Meanwhile, they
showed Holtzman warming up in the
bullpen, oblivious to the criticism being
levied at him. It had something to do
with a contract issue and was in stark
contrast to the usual commentary we see
these days in which athletes are not
subject to harsh criticism during broad-
casts.

5. Look, Ma, no batting gloves! 
Amazingly, batters didn’t always step

out of the box after every pitch to adjust
their batting gloves. In fact, batting
gloves didn’t become popular until Ken
“Hawk” Harrelson began using them on
Sept. 4, 1968. 

Harrelson reportedly got blisters on
his hands while playing golf and used red
golf gloves to protect them, then hom-
ered twice in the game. According to an
article by the Baseball Hall of Fame,
Mickey Mantle bought 20 pairs the next

day so the Yankees could tease Harrelson
during warm-ups, calling him “sweet-
heart” and “Mrs. Harrelson.”

Nowadays almost every hitter wears
batting gloves, and more time is wasted
readjusting those gloves than anything
else in the game. We’ll never go back to
the old days, but the game certainly
moved along better without the constant
adjustments.

6. Crowd control was more lax — and
gentler. 

Celtics legend Larry Bird was shooting
free throws during the waning seconds
of Game 7 of the 1984 NBA Finals against
the Lakers when a few fans walked onto
the court to prematurely celebrate. Bos-
ton Garden security rushed onto the
court and calmly escorted the trespassers
off. CBS didn’t cut away to avoid showing
the fans, as broadcasts routinely do now
as soon as one is spotted on the field or
the court. Security now aggressively
handles such trespassers, which prob-
ably is for the best in these uncertain
times.

7. Kudos to the Fab Five.
Can you imagine modern basketball

players wearing those short shorts from
back in the day? Fortunately you don’t
have to, thanks to the Michigan basket-
ball team of the early 1990s — featuring
Chris Webber, Jalen Rose and Juwan
Howard — that brought in baggy shorts
that remain in style almost three decades
later. If there’s ever a Hall of Fame for
sports fashion, the Fab Five deserve to be
first-ballot picks.

8. Fans could stay in the stands to
celebrate a great win.

Again, this was the Mark Fidrych
game, in which it appeared as though the
entire crowd of 40,000 or so at Tiger
Stadium hung around afterward to soak
in the win. It wasn’t a playoff game or
even a pennant race, but everyone
seemed to know it was a special moment
and treated it accordingly. 

Nowadays most fans are eager to leave
long before the final out, perhaps be-
cause the games are so long or it’s a has-
sle getting out of the parking lot. The
obvious exception is Cubs fans who want
to stick around until the last chorus of
“Go, Cubs, Go” after a win. Security and
ushers encourage fans to leave immedi-
ately after games for security reasons and
so staff can clean the stadiums. Never-
theless, it was nice to see everyone enjoy-
ing themselves in the stands in Tiger
Stadium long after the game was over.

Mark "The Bird" Fidrych pitched during a time when every baseball with a speck of dirt on it wasn’t taken out of play.

HERB SCHARFMAN/GETTY

The age of dirtballs,
spikes and short shorts
8 things learned from rewatching classic sports games

Paul Sullivan
In the Wake of the News

Michigan’s Fab Five helped usher in the

era of baggy shorts. 

AP 

summer is even busier than the
regular season, he estimates. He
could count on athletes visiting
town for events such as the NBA
combine and other games and
tournaments, most of which have
already been canceled or seem
certain to be in the near future.

“It hit me instantly,” Wills said.
“I knew it. If they have to shut
down the NBA and they’re mak-
ing the players stay home, that’s a
big part of my money that I
depend on.

“We’re making sure those guys
stay good for travel or for home
and road games. You’ve got to
look good when you play. When
you look good, you play good.”

Wills started his career cutting

the hair of former NBA player
and Chicago native Jannero
Pargo, who connected Wills with
Joe Johnson when the two
played together at Arkansas.

Wills went on the road with
Johnson for several years during
Johnson’s tenure with the
Hawks, and he made more con-
nections around the league but
always kept in touch with people
back in Chicago. He stopped by
the Bulls’ former practice facility
at the Berto Center in Deerfield
about once a month when he
came back to town.

“This is my hometown,” said
Wills, who was born in Rockwell
Gardens on the West Side. “I
knew when that’s all over with,
putting my name out in the NBA,
I knew eventually I wanted to
come back home.”

The pandemic has forced Wills
to spend most of his days at home

looking after his five children
while his wife, Ashunti, who
works at a local hotel, shuttles
back and forth. He’s trying to
provide a semblance of a sched-
ule for children who have had
their lives upended by this unfor-
giving virus.

The current shelter-in-place
order extends until at least April
7, and Wills knows his business
can survive until then. But he has
started brainstorming alterna-
tives to make money should his

shop still be closed in the next
few weeks. He considered
whether house calls would be
safe. And he has thought about
applying to be an Uber driver.

Wills keeps in contact with his
staff daily, sending text messages
offering words of encourage-
ment. He did acknowledge that
spirits are pretty low because
they’re all playing the waiting
game, hopeful their lives and the
sports world can return to some
semblance of normalcy soon.

“I’ve got some savings. I’m
going to use my resources to try to
stay afloat and make sure I’m OK,
but I’ve got to activate my Plan B,”
Wills said with a laugh. “For now
I’m just chilling. 

“I want to see what’s going on.
I’m going to know then what I’m
going to do. For now I’m totally
shut down, but I don’t know how
long I can do that.”

“You’ve got to look
good when you play.
When you look good,
you play good.”

— Terrance Wills

Barber
Continued from Page 1

SPORTS

breakfast and lunch meals.
Robinson pledged to match the

first $12,000 in donations. Left
tackle Charles Leno and coach
Matt Nagy quickly stepped up
with money for the cause too.
Nagy matched Robinson’s pledge
with $12,000 of his own.

“Just trying to make an impact
any way I possibly can,” Robinson
said Saturday. “As soon as we put
out what we wanted to do, we
started getting a ton of feedback
and a ton of support. Being able to
get that in a time like this is
awesome because we’re just try-
ing to help out the community.

“A lot of kids get meals and
food. Whether it’s a lunch pro-
gram or whatever, they are able to
get meals for breakfast, lunch and
after school as well. Kids who
aren’t going to school now aren’t
able to get (all of ) those meals, so
their parents or someone else has
to try to provide those meals for
them, and sometimes parents
can’t afford to provide all of
those.”

On Sunday morning, nearly
$10,000 had been raised, bringing
the foundation close to the total
Robinson will match in less than a
week’s time. Estimates are a $50
donation could provide 80
pounds of food.

Robinson started his founda-
tion in 2016 before his third
season in Jacksonville, well before
he struck it big with a free-agent
contract from the Bears. It was
more about putting his time into
hands-on work in the community
than just writing a check.

“I’ve always been fortunate to
have a lot of good people around
me,” Robinson said. “So I was
always being pushed in the right
direction and I’ve always tried to
be proactive to certain things,
whether it’s giving back, going to
back-to-school programs or
Christmas events.

“It’s not about me doing this.
It’s trying to create a way for
people to come together and
make an impact. It’s not just me
making an impact on my own.
Everyone can make an impact.”

The Bears’ voluntary offseason
program was scheduled to begin
April 20, but the NFL has put
offseason plans — with the excep-
tion of the draft — on hold
indefinitely. And given the Bears
have yet to make their trade for
quarterback Nick Foles official,
it’s not surprising Robinson was
reluctant to say much about the
position. Nagy hasn’t detailed
publicly how things will be han-
dled with the newcomer and
Mitch Trubisky.

“In free agency, you see guys
come to the team and leave the
team and things like that,” Rob-
inson said. “But it’s always excit-
ing to bring new people along. For
me, I don’t have any personal bias.
I am just excited for us to try to
bring pieces along that will help
us add to our winning culture.”

Robinson did get Foles’ phone
number from tight end Trey
Burton, who is forever linked to
Foles from Super Bowl LII.

“I had heard nothing but pos-
itive things about Nick from some
of my former teammates in Jack-
sonville who played with him,”
Robinson said. “I know it’s a new
place for him, so I told him if he
had any questions to feel free to
reach out.”

A contract extension for the
26-year-old Robinson remains
one of the top pieces of business
for general manager Ryan Pace.
Robinson is entering the final
season of the three-year, $42
million contract he signed in 2018.
He was one of the few bright spots
in an anemic offense last season,
catching 98 passes for 1,147 yards
and seven touchdowns. It was
only the fifth 1,000-yard season
for a Bears receiver in the last 17
years.

It’s premature to say if a deal
will get done. Robinson is due to
earn $13 million this season and
has a salary-cap figure of $15
million. The Bears could lower
that figure and create more cap
space with an extension. Under-
standably, Pace has had more
timely matters to handle since the
start of the new league year
March 18. Moving forward, a deal
for Robinson has to move to the
front burner.

“Definitely optimistic,” Rob-
inson said. “But optimistic or not,
I am in Chicago and everybody
knows where I stand and how I
feel about Chicago. At the end of
the day, whatever happens, hap-
pens. I only can control so much,
and that is to go out there and have
myself prepared to play each and
every Sunday. I can’t concern
myself too much with what’s
going on and different decisions
that can and can’t be made.”

For more information on Allen
Robinson’s Within Reach Founda-
tion partnering with the Greater
Chicago Food Depository to pro-
vide meals for Chicago Public
Schools students while schools are
closed, go to givebox.com/519312.

Robinson
Continued from Page 1
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son and returning backup Deon
Bush. We’ll see if that’s enough
competition at those positions or
if they add other options via the
draft. 

Wiederer: On the offensive line.
There’s a starting opening at

guard with the Bears needing to
find an interior lineman with
some nasty to him. One circle of
thought is that the Bears should
have directed more attention to
stabilizing the line before they
invested so much in a second
quarterback. I never agreed with
that take. The need for a quarter-
back was easily No. 1 on the
offseason checklist. But now, in
the second and third waves of free
agency and then in the draft, Ryan
Pace and his staff have to make
certain they add talent and depth
to the line to revive an offense that
was maddeningly ineffective last
season.

4. The NFL
proceeding with free
agency during the
coronavirus crisis was
__________.
Biggs: A welcome diversion for
NFL fans.

Not to mention a boon for

mated when rushing the passer,
and that left the Bears with no
choice but to move on with a $13.2
million fifth-year option in his
contract. What’s interesting is the
Bears chose the skilled veteran
Quinn over a cheaper option such
as Vic Beasley, who had one big
season (15½ sacks) for the Fal-
cons playing opposite Dwight
Freeney and then too many disap-
pointing ones. Beasley could re-
emerge as a pass rusher in the
right environment, but the Bears
paid more to get a guy who should
produce, especially opposite
Khalil Mack. Quinn was highly
productive opposite DeMarcus
Lawrence in Dallas last season,
and the Bears offer the same kind
of explosive front that should give
him consistent opportunities to
win one-on-one. Quinn is not
revered for his run defense, but
the Bears need to get to the
quarterback with some questions
in the secondary.

Kane: Has a pretty scary front
seven.

Quinn is a proven pass rusher
with 11½ sacks last season with
the Cowboys and a combined 15 in
the two years before that with the
Rams and Dolphins. Former Bears
linebacker Leonard Floyd had
11½ sacks combined over the last
three seasons, including three last
year. Knowing Floyd was having
trouble finishing made it easier for
teams to devote more effort to
stopping Khalil Mack. The addi-
tion of Quinn gives opponents two
outside threats to the quarterback
to worry about. Then consider the
Bears are set to welcome back
defensive linemen Akiem Hicks,
Eddie Goldman, Roy Robertson-
Harris and Bilal Nichols and
inside linebackers Roquan Smith
and Danny Trevathan. If the Bears
can stay healthier than last season,
it could be a big year for the
defense.

Wiederer: Got a proven pass
rusher.

Quinn has 80½ career sacks in
nine seasons and had 11½ for the
Cowboys last season. He’s an
undeniable upgrade over Leonard
Floyd, who was released. And
playing opposite Khalil Mack with
Akiem Hicks up front, Quinn
should have ample opportunity to
deliver game-changing contrib-
utions. The Bears went backward
in the sack department in 2019,
recording only 32 after tying for
third in the league with 50 a year
earlier. Expect that number to rise
again in 2020 with Quinn playing
a significant role.

3. The Bears’ biggest
remaining roster
need is __________.
Biggs: Cornerback.

That is, if you believe quarter-
back has been stabilized. The
longer free agency plays out with-
out them signing a veteran option
at right guard, the more apparent
it is they’re blaming the perform-
ance of the offensive line a year
ago on departed assistant Harry
Hiestand and ex-offensive coor-
dinator Mark Helfrich. That cre-
ates some pressure for new line
coach Juan Castillo and offensive
mastermind Matt Nagy. It also
increases the odds Notre Dame
alumnus Alex Bars could compete
for — and win — the starting job at
right guard. That leads me back to
the starting right cornerback spot.
The Bears cut Prince Amukamara
because they believed he had
slowed down, but it’s hard to make

The first few days of NFL free
agency saw the Bears make some
major roster moves. They traded
for quarterback Nick Foles, signed
veterans Jimmy Graham and
Robert Quinn and released former
top-10 pick Leonard Floyd, among
other transactions. Our Bears
writers weigh in on four topics.

1. When Ryan Pace
traded for Nick Foles,
he __________.
Brad Biggs: Provided coach Matt
Nagy with his 2020 season-open-
ing starting quarterback.

The Bears didn’t give up the
120th pick in the draft and guaran-
tee more than $20 million to Foles
to have his arrival spark a fire
under Mitch Trubisky. Work ethic
and dedication to the job are not
issues the Bears have with Tru-
bisky. The problem has been his
ability to process information dur-
ing the play. That has caused an
athletic quarterback with a strong
and generally accurate arm to be
very inconsistent and often inac-
curate. The Bears don’t have time
during the season to determine if
things are going to suddenly click
for Trubisky. If they struggle
offensively from the start and find
themselves behind a month into
the season, that creates an uphill
climb. There is pressure for them
to succeed this season, and they’ve
made win-now moves such as
adding edge rusher Robert Quinn,
who’s entering his 10th season. No
matter how the team frames an
offseason or training camp com-
petition for the job, I firmly believe
Foles will emerge as Nagy’s guy
before the opener.

Colleen Kane: Made the Bears
roster better.

Was Foles the best quarterback
option on the market? No. Does he
make sense as either a replace-
ment or competition for Mitch
Trubisky? Absolutely. Foles’ expe-
rience with Bears coaches from
mutual time with the Eagles,
Chiefs and Jaguars is a plus. So is
his proven ability, in two seasons
with the Eagles, to come off the
bench and succeed. And the fact
he was a mentor to Carson Wentz
could only help if Trubisky sud-
denly turns it around. Is Foles the
answer to halting decades of
mediocrity at quarterback for the
Bears? Probably not. But he’s a
better option than Chase Daniel,
and he could make the Bears
better this year by operating coach
Matt Nagy’s offense more
smoothly than Trubisky did. That
might be just what the Bears need
if the defense can have another
dominant year.

Dan Wiederer: Checked the top
box on his offseason checklist.

We’ve known for a while the
Bears were seeking serious com-
petition for incumbent starting
quarterback Mitch Trubisky. And
we anticipated Pace and coach
Matt Nagy bringing in a veteran
who could play and succeed right
away if needed. In Foles, the Bears
are not only uniting with a ninth-
year pro with extensive starting
experience, but also connecting
with a quarterback who has
strong bonds with Nagy, offensive
coordinator Bill Lazor and
quarterbacks coach John DeFil-
ippo from previous stops. That
built-in trust should prove invalu-
able. The Bears believe in Foles’
steadiness. They love his trust in
the offense, in his teammates and
in his own abilities. And that will
buy needed trust from the coach-
ing staff. Yes, Foles has had a
roller-coaster career, almost quit-
ting the game after a trying 2015
season with the Rams, then rising
to become the Super Bowl MVP
with the Eagles. And it’s hard to
forecast whether the Bears will
get more of the legendary produc-
tion than the ugly inconsistency.
But at the very least, they showed
seriousness in finding a new
quarterback to help them in 2020.

2. With Robert Quinn
on board, the Bears
defense __________.
Biggs: Should get to the quarter-
back a lot more than it did in 2019.

And with any luck, that will
lead to more big plays, more
takeaways and maybe more points
by the defense. As valued as
Leonard Floyd was, he didn’t have
the instinct or secondary moves
needed to finish coming off the
edge. If he had been even an
eight-sack-a-season guy, he would
have been tremendously valuable
for the defense because of his
versatility. But Floyd was rou-
tinely lost in the wash and stale-

a case that Kevin Toliver is clearly
ready for a promotion. Free-agent
signee Artie Burns adds some
veteran competition, but was
rather underwhelming as a failed
first-round pick for the Steelers. If
Burns turns into the next Amuka-
mara, then the Bears are on to
something. I think they will take a
close look at a cornerback with
one of their two second-round
picks. As far as a right guard,
maybe a veteran emerges after the
market settles.

Kane: Finding offensive line help.
Quarterback and tight end were

the Bears’ most pressing needs,
and they addressed those with
Nick Foles and Jimmy Graham —
though how well they addressed
them is certainly debatable. Now
they need to build depth at several
positions. Ryan Pace said increas-
ing competition on the offensive
line was an offseason priority, and
that box is unchecked. The Bears
need a right guard and a swing
tackle. After those positions, they
need to check out wide receivers.
With wide receiver Taylor Gabri-
el’s release, a speedy pass catcher
is another need. The Bears added
cornerback Artie Burns to a group
that includes Kevin Toliver and
Tre Roberson. And they signed
safety Jordan Lucas to join a room
that includes starter Eddie Jack-

sports sections looking for content
while all other leagues are shut
down. The starting date for the
new league year is collectively
bargained between the NFL and
the players association, and while
the league might have liked to
delay it, this is the time of year
when more money flows to the
players than any other time. In
other words, the NFLPA had no
desire to push back a pay day for
its membership. I would encour-
age everyone to heed the words of
Saints coach Sean Payton, who
tested positive for COVID-19 and
shared the news with ESPN in the
hope others will proceed with
safety in mind. “This is not just
about social distancing,” Payton
told ESPN. “It’s shutting down
here for a week to two weeks. If
people understand the curve and
understand the bump, we can
easily work together as a country
to reduce it. Take a minute to
understand what the experts are
saying. It’s not complicated to do
what they’re asking of us. Just that
type of small investment by every
one of us will have a dramatic
impact.” Staying cooped up for a
couple of weeks isn’t anyone’s idea
of fun. But it isn’t that difficult
either.

Kane: Something for fans to talk
about to get their minds off a scary
time.

That part is good. Following
the quarterback-market devel-
opments of Tom Brady, Philip
Rivers and Cam Newton was a
temporary distraction I wel-
comed. However, the NFL also
has a responsibility to keep its
employees safe. While the league
was several hours late in an-
nouncing it, its ban on free
agents meeting with team offi-
cials and its mandate that facili-
ties be closed to most players was
an important step to keep players
safe. But the league also could
have ordered all NFL facilities
shut down completely earlier
than March 17. The Bears an-
nounced they instructed all
workers, including coaches, to
work from home and were allow-
ing only limited staff in their
buildings. The NFL needs to be
an example in these areas. As for
players signing multimillion-
dollar contracts while many
Americans are worried about
their finances, it’s certainly un-
derstandable if people find that
tacky. I liked having those con-
tracts to talk about.

Wiederer: Bizarre. Surreal. Maybe
a bit questionable.

On one hand, I’m fully in favor
of getting something done at a
time when so much has come to a
standstill. And by proceeding
with free agency, the league has
one fewer game of catch-up and
revision to play as this unusual
offseason unfolds. Business was
able to press forward. And a lot of
business got done. But it’s diffi-
cult to know where this
COVID-19 emergency is going to
take us and how long it’s going to
take for any normalcy to return,
especially in the sports world.
And I have to admit, it was odd to
be tracking signings across the
league on social media with NFL
news breaking in between tweets
about coronavirus deaths and
possible lockdowns and drastic
health and economic ramifica-
tions. It’s also fair to question the
optics and potential tone-deaf-
ness of handing out massive
contracts at a time when many
people are beginning to experi-
ence such hardship.Cowboys defensive end Robert Quinn during a game on Dec. 15.

RON JENKINS/AP

Issues after 1st week of free agency
Bears were active, but
will the moves transfer
to victories on the field
By Brad Biggs, Colleen
Kane and Dan Wiederer

Jaguars quarterback Nick Foles scrambles past Buccaneers safety Mike Edwards on Dec. 1. 

STEPHEN B. MORTON/AP 

Patriots quarterback Tom Brady walks on the field before a wild-card

playoff game against the Titans on Jan. 4.

CHARLES KRUPA/AP
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You’ve all seen a few movies.

You’ve missed your share, too.

Catching up with the ones you’ve

managed to skip, by choice or by

chance, shouldn’t only be a mat-

ter of scratching one received

classic after another, though

that’s a fine place to start.

But why not make room for

some crud along with the clas-

sics? And what about the vast

in-between list of titles, neither

classics nor crud, exactly, but the

stuff of so many hours of our

collective moviegoing lives?

Welcome to the Tribune Co-

ronavirus Overdue Film Festival.

‘The Bodyguard’
(1992)

I’m stunned I never made time
for this one, since any movie
determined to exploit the Oscars
for cheap melodramatic purposes
gets a free pass in my book. (The
1966 film “The Oscar” deserves
schlock landmark status.)

But seriously: Holy crap! I’d
seen bits and pieces of screen-
writer Lawrence Kasdan’s tale
(written in the ’70s, with Steve
McQueen in mind) of a ronin-like
loner in charge of keeping an
erratic, egocentric superstar out
of harm’s way — during the Oscar
campaigning season, no less. 

But seen front to back, at last,
in all its incoherent, jittery glory,
“The Bodyguard” is a wonder.

Are these people supposed to
be people, from Earth? Whitney
Houston’s game but bland feature
acting debut keeps bumping into
Kevin Costner’s humanoid, mo-
notonal cool. (He’s gotten better,
needless to say.) 

Funny thing is, director Mick
Jackson has made some good
pictures, notably the Steve Martin
romance “L.A. Story” and “Tem-

ple Grandin,” the moving HBO
biopic starring Claire Danes.

“The Bodyguard” got by — and
how! — on its soundtrack. It sold
more copies than “Titantic”
(which came later), and it sold
more copies than “Saturday Night
Fever” (which came earlier).

Houston’s power balladry re-
mains a force of nature. 

The movie remains a chemistry
lesson called on account of a
complete lack of chemistry.

My wife hadn’t seen the movie
yet, either. Both of us were ac-
tively encouraging the dog to bark

more during the dialogue scenes.
And now we have this shared
experience, better late than never,
to commemorate week 1 of shel-
tering at home.

“The Bodyguard” is streaming
now, $2.99-$3.99, on YouTube,
Amazon Prime, Google Play,

iTunes and Vudu.

Next entry in the Overdue Film
Festival: “Peyton Place.”

Michael Phillips is a Tribune critic.
mjphillips@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @phillipstribune

OVERDUE FILM FESTIVAL 

In all its incoherent glory,
‘The Bodyguard’ is a wonder 

Michael Phillips
Tribune movie critic

Whitney Houston performs “I Will Always Love You” in the 1992 film “The Bodyguard.” The movie’s soundtrack was a phenomenal success.

FOTOS INTERNATIONAL/GETTY 

We asked the playwright and
screenwriter David Mamet to
eulogize Stuart Gordon, the theat-
rical director who died March 24
and who was an early influence on
his work. The following is his
edited response.

The anti-Stratfordians insist
that Shakespeare did not write
those plays. He could not, as he
never went to school to study
Playwriting.

Q: With whom?
There is the mystery of the

Theatre: that inspiration, an
“infusion of the Spirit,” means the
possession of and dedication to
the inexplicable.

The authentic theatrical vision
is called talent or genius. The
untalented, unaware of its exist-
ence, attempt to approximate it
through reason: “Buy six plays
for the price of Five,” “Sit through
our Socially Conscious Program-
ming.” These, and their like, are
attempts to Build an Audience.
But the actual artist is inspired to
do something quite different: to
please or thrill an audience.

This inspiration is neither
mechanical nor financial, it is not
rational. it can not be explained,
though it may be created and
presented to an audience; it need
not be explained to the actors and
designers who, of like mind, are

attracted to the flame.
Its name is, “This’ll kill em’.”
Stuart Gordon, a Theatre stu-

dent at the University of Wiscon-
sin, was arrested in 1968, for his
production of “Peter Pan.” He
thought it better if actors were
naked. And, indeed, it was better,
if not for the University, then for
the Chicago (and, thus, the
American) theatre. He and Car-
olyn (Purdy-Gordon) started the
Organic Theater on the North
Side, in 1970.

There, with that coterie of the

ne’er-do-well, which is the only
gene pool of the Arts, they began
putting on productions which
had never before shone on land
and sea.

Stuart’s notion was that any-
thing which could be done on
film could be done on the stage,
so he created, play-by-play, a
stagecraft of effect: blood, gore,
nudity, music, sound, and so on. It
thrilled us all, production by
production. We who saw the
shows remember them still.

Prior to the Chicago Theatre of
the ’70s, the American Stage
consisted of Broadway, and the
mausoleums of Regional Theatre
staging Eugene O’Neill and Ibsen.
(Both of these have their place,
but I don’t think that it’s on The
Stage.)

These death-houses were
essentially philanthropies who
understood their task as “spread-
ing gloom.”

But here came Stuart and
Carolyn, with a company of re-
turned Vietnam Vets, Cicero
Kids, ex-cons, Warren Casey
(who wrote “Grease,” and starred
in Stuart’s production of my first
Chicago play (“Sexual Perversity
in Chicago”). Organic members
Joe Mantegna, Dennis Franz,
Meshach Taylor, André De
Shields went on to phenomenal
careers in movies, onstage and in
TV. I was inspired to start my
own Company (St. Nicholas

Theatre) with William H. Macy;
and the happy scene attracted
John Malkovich, Gary Sinise,
Laurie Metcalf of Steppenwolf,
Billy Petersen of Remains, Ed
O’Neill, Dennis Farina, Linda
Kimbrough, Mike Nussbaum. 

This, the most influential ep-
och in American Theatre, was
fueled not by a theatrical Philoso-
phy; nor, as today, by attempts to
cajole an audience into participa-
ting in “good works,” but by the
ecstatic inspiration: “This is

gonna kill ‘em so dead, they’ll
throw babies from the balcony.”

People ask me, “where do you
get your ideas?,” I tell them
there’s this little Mexican guy,
sells them off the back of his
truck in Van Nuys, Sunday Morn-
ings. The intent of the gag is: I
have no idea where my ideas
come from. But, in fact, many of
them came from Stuart Gordon.

Tribune critic Chris Jones 
contributed to this story.

APPRECIATION

David Mamet writes: It all traces
back to Stuart Gordon in Chicago
By David Mamet

Writer David Mamet, shown in his Santa Monica, California office in

2018, says director Stuart Gordon was an early influence on his work.

KATIE FALKENBERG/LOS ANGELES TIMES

Gordon started Organic Theater

on Chicago’s North Side in 1970

with Carolyn Purdy-Gordon.
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Dear Readers: Because of
syndication scheduling, I
write and submit my col-
umns two weeks in ad-
vance of publication. Due
to this time lag, the Q&A’s
will not reflect the latest
information about the
worldwide COVID-19
pandemic we are facing.

As of this writing,
Americans have started a
program of social distanc-
ing, isolation and, in some
cases, quarantine. Con-
certs, sporting events and
public gatherings have all
been canceled. Weddings,
graduations, celebrations
and vacations have been
put on hold. Many workers
have been furloughed or
laid off. Children are home
from school. The economy
seems to be crashing. Fam-
ilies are sequestered in
their homes, and people
are anxious.

Every day in the small
town where I live, I put a
basket of oranges out on
my front porch with a sign
saying, “Help yourself!”

The parents who walk
by send their kids up the
sidewalk and onto the
porch to pick one out. We
wave to one another
through the window.

The double-meaning of
the wording on my sign
was unintentional, but I
like it. Yes, we all need to
help ourselves. However, I
am constantly reminded
that, even in our isolation,
we should not feel alone,
and it is imperative that we
help one another.

Most evenings, I stop at
the small family-owned
grocery store in our town.
We neighbors keep a safe
distance from one another.
But the shelves are well-
stocked, and the high
school kids who bag the
groceries will also carry
them to your car. Without

this store, people in my
rural area would live in a
food desert. I am filled
with relief and gratitude to
have access to good food.

The hospital workers,
postal workers, first-
responders, supply chain
providers, teachers con-
necting with their young
students remotely — I am
so grateful that they are
helping the rest of us to
stay safe and healthy.

When you have so many
externals stripped away, it
is the basics that quickly
emerge as daily blessings:
Good neighbors. Mostly
reliable wireless service.
Drive-thru Dunkin’.

For me, visits to the gym
10 miles away have been
replaced by solitary walks
in the woods. Yesterday, I
saw the first signs of fiddle-
head fern breaking
through the forest floor.

I am reminded that,
despite everything, spring
will come; I hope I am not
forced to wave at it
through the window.

I reached out on social
media, asking people to
share stories about plans
delayed or denied, and
many people pointed
toward our creativity and
quirky humanity as a faint
silver lining to burnish this
seemingly dark time.

Faced with an empty
facility, workers at the
Shedd Aquarium in Chi-
cago released the penguins
to roam the halls — and
filmed their adorable esca-
pades, as they went on a
“field trip” to meet other
animals.

Jarret Krosoczka, au-
thor and illustrator of the
graphic memoir “Hey,
Kiddo” (2018, Graphix) is
offering free online draw-
ing tutorials for kids who
are homebound (check his
YouTube channel).

For foster youth who
have aged-out of the sys-
tem, their college campus
might be their only home.
The organization Together
We Rise is helping to ar-
range and pay for housing
(togetherwerise.org).

Storytime from Space
has videos of in-orbit as-
tronauts reading inspiring
stories for children. Check
storytimefromspace.com.

And ... many of us are
learning to cut our own
hair!

Lisa wrote: “My hus-
band works across the
country and travels home
on the weekends. We have
been doing this for about
eight months, with me
staying behind until our
boys finish their senior
years — one in high school
and one in university. He is
now working from home
until further notice. So
now, he is able to stay for
an extended period of
time. We have all missed
each other so much and
waking up with him home
on Monday morning was
our silver lining.”

Diane wrote: “I think
we’re going to find a lot of
good comes from this. If
it’s one thing I’ve learned
in life — in a time of crisis,
we come together.”

Janet wrote: “Perhaps
we can use this time to take
stock and realign our lives
to make certain that we
give the most time to that
which is most valuable —
our loved ones. Also, to
focus on helping those
who don’t have the safety
net that we might be
blessed with. It’s a tall
order, but worth trying.”

Copyright 2020 by Amy
Dickinson

Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency

Virus may reveal some basic blessings

ASK AMY
By Amy Dickinson
askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter @askingamy

Tom Hanks and Rita
Wilson are back home in
the U.S. after they revealed
they had contracted co-
ronavirus and were quar-
antined in Australia.

Hanks gave an update on
Twitter on Saturday morn-
ing, thanking everyone
who had helped them in
Australia and assuring
people that they are still
isolating themselves in the
U.S.

“Hey, folks ... We’re
home now and, like the rest
of America, we carry on
sheltering in place and
social distancing. Many,
many thanks to everyone in
Australia who looked after
us. Their care and guidance
made possible our return
to the USA. And many
thanks to all of you who
reached out with well
wishes. Rita and I so appre-
ciate it,” Hanks wrote.

Hanks had been filming
Baz Luhrmann’s Elvis
Presley biopic in Australia
when the couple received
their diagnosis. The actor
plays Col. Tom Parker, the
legendary singer’s man-
ager. Production on the
film was shut down after
the news of his positive
diagnosis.

— Variety

Name that tune: Garth
Brooks and wife, Trisha
Yearwood, will be taking
viewer requests during a
live prime-time show this
week filmed at their home.
CBS will air “Garth and
Trisha: Live!” on Wednes-
day. In an announcement
Sunday, CBS says the coun-
try stars will perform “an
intimate concert for view-
ers looking for the comfort
and shared joy of music
during this difficult time.”
The inspiration came from
a live show that Brooks
performed from his studio
last week that attracted
millions of viewers and

song and Connie Smith’s
hit “I Never Once Stopped
Loving You.”

John Callahan dies at

66: Actor John Callahan,
known for playing
Edmund Grey on
“All My Children”
and also starring
on other soaps,
including “Days
of Our Lives,”
“Santa Barbara”
and “Falcon
Crest,” has died.
He was 66. His
ex-wife and for-

mer “All My Children”
co-star Eva LaRue an-
nounced his death on
social media Saturday. The
two played a married cou-
ple on the show. Callahan
starred on “All My Chil-
dren” from 1992 to 2005. 

March 30 birthdays: TV
personality Peter Marshall
is 94. Actor Warren Beatty
is 83. Musician Eric Clap-
ton is 75. Actor Paul Reiser
is 64. Rapper MC Hammer
is 58. Singer Tracy Chap-
man is 56. Singer Celine
Dion is 52. Actor Mark
Consuelos is 49. Singer
Norah Jones is 41. 

caused Facebook Live to
crash multiple times. 

Jan Howard dies at 91:

Singer-songwriter Jan
Howard, who had a No. 1
country hit “For
Loving You” with
Bill Anderson and
wrote hits for
others like Kitty
Wells’ “It’s All
Over But the
Crying,” has died
at age 91, accord-
ing to the Grand
Ole Opry. The
Opry, of which
she was a member for
nearly 50 years, announced
her death on Saturday. The
Missouri-born Howard
had her first hit in 1960
with “The One You Slip
Around With” and had a
string of others, including
“Evil on Your Mind” and
“Bad Seed.” But she had
her biggest success as a duo
with Anderson, including
“I Know You’re Married,”
“Someday We’ll Be To-
gether” and “For Loving
You,” which spent four
weeks at No. 1 on the Bill-
board country chart in
1967. She also wrote for
others, including Wells’

CELEBRITIES
Tribune news services

Hanks, Wilson back home
after quarantine in Australia

Tom Hanks and wife Rita Wilson, shown at the Oscars in

February, were the first stars to say they had coronavirus.

ROBYN BECK/GETTY-AFP

Howard in 2013
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Sale extended to April 19th

Sale Extended!BUY ONE WINDOW OR PATIO DOOR,
GET ONE WINDOW OR PATIO DOOR

40% OFF
1

EVERY WINDOW AND PATIO DOOR1

$100 OFF
PLUS

No minimum purchase required.Minimum purchase of four.

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 24 months.

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/19/2020. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or patio door, get one (1) window or patio door 40% off, and 24 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors
between 3/1/2020 and 4/19/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the order.Additional $100 off each window or patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 4/19/2020.
Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel.Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts,no minimum purchase required.Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period,but all interest
is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or
familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price.Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen
locations are independently owned and operated.“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation.All rights reserved. ©2020 Lead Surge LLC.All rights reserved.

1-800-525-9890
Sale extended

until April 19th
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These days, many of us feel like our home is our safe haven. So, to

help you make your home more comfortable, Renewal by Andersen

has extended our 31-Day Sale until April 19th. And please know that

all of our employees are taking steps to make this project safe and

seamless. If you would rather not have us visit your home right now,

we are now offering virtual appointments!

Don’t pay anything for TWO YEARS
with our financing1

Book your in-home or virtual appointment

The Be�er Way to a Be�er Window™

There wasn’t much in jazz that
Bob Ojeda couldn’t do.

A masterful trumpeter, inven-
tive arranger, creative composer
and mentor to uncounted musi-
cians, the Chicago artist was
revered by peers and sought out
by some of the greatest names in
the art form.

Singers Sarah Vaughan, Car-
men McRae, Peggy Lee and Lena
Horne — among many others —
turned to him to write arrange-
ments and orchestrations. Band-
leaders Dizzy Gillespie, Stan
Kenton, Lionel Hampton and
Benny Carter featured him in
their trumpet sections. And after
Count Basie died in 1984, Ojeda
toured and recorded with the
Count Basie Orchestra from 1985
to 2001, writing arrangements for
that propulsive swing machine. 

Ojeda, 78, died March 26 at
Elmhurst Hospital of pulmonary
problems as a result of multiple
surgeries, said Gil Ojeda, his
brother. 

“He was just a wonderfully
thoughtful and melodic impro-
viser,” said Chicago trombonist
Russ Phillips, a longtime col-
league and friend. 

“He wasn’t a high-note player,
but he could read anything. He
was a complete player.

“I’ve played a lot of his charts
over the years — they’re uniquely
his, and they’re quite typically
challenging but very rewarding.

“The things that make him a
unique and wonderful improviser
also make his arrangements
unique. He brings that quirky
quality to his arrangements — like
maybe a hip little countermelody
that’s some other tune.”

Stylistically, “he was the quint-
essential bop and post-bop guy,”
said Chicago saxophonist Eric
Schneider, referring to bebop, a
virtuosic, mid-20th century idiom
conceived by Charlie Parker and
Gillespie. 

“Bob was a very serious player,”
added Schneider. “To him, the
music was serious — it could be
solemn, but it wasn’t somber.
Whenever he’d play, I’d hear a
twinkle in his eye.”

Born Sept. 1, 1941 in Austin,
Texas, Ojeda moved with his
family a couple months later to
Chicago, where he grew up. As a

teenager he was consumed with
music.

“He would go around to the
(jazz) clubs when he was under-
age,” said Gil Ojeda. “He and a
friend organized a band in the
neighborhood when he was 15.
He was already doing orchestra-
tion and arranging at that time.”

Bob Ojeda attended Farragut
High School, but “when he was
16, he just said he wasn’t learning
anything there,” said Gil Ojeda. 

As the emerging musician
approached 18, Kenton — whose
orchestra was one of the most
ambitious, idiosyncratic and
famous in jazz — recruited him.

“Stan was in town and said:
‘Bob, we’re down a horn player —
are you interested in coming with
us?’ ” said Gil Ojeda.

“They called my dad at around
midnight: ‘Mr. Ojeda, we want
your son to go with us tomorrow
morning,’ ” Kenton told the elder
Ojeda.

“My father said yes.”
Thus began Ojeda’s whirlwind

career. “By the age of 21, he had
traveled almost all over the
world,” said Gil Ojeda.

In the 1970s, as youth-oriented
rock music overwhelmed jazz in
the marketplace, Ojeda moved to
Los Angeles, where he wrote
arrangements for singers and
composed for jingles, TV and
film. He played trumpet in the
rock musical “Hair” in the early
1970s and performed with the
Rolling Stones in 1975, according
to his website. In the 1980s, he
was a staff arranger for Johnny
Carson’s “The Tonight Show.” 

And though much earlier he’d
had it with living out of a suitcase,
he couldn’t resist the opportunity
to join the Basie Orchestra in
1985, touring more than 40 weeks
a year with the band and accom-
panying stars such as Frank Sina-
tra. 

For the past couple decades,
Ojeda again was a significant
presence in Chicago jazz.

Chicago singer-bandleader
Petra van Nuis remembered first
hearing him at the since-shutter-
ed Chambers in Niles, around
2004 or 2005. 

“I was so taken with him the
first night I heard him, I went up
and asked how/what he prac-

ticed,” said van Nuis in an email.
“He said he liked to play along

with the TV as it provided quickly
changing tunes in different keys/
styles/time signatures.”

Van Nuis invited Ojeda to join
her Recession Seven band in 2013,
the authority and musicality of
his work evident to anyone lucky
enough to have heard him in this
setting.

“It was still Bob, but it was
more filtered through Roy El-
dridge than through Clifford
(Brown),” said Recession Seven
bandmate Schneider, meaning
that Ojeda was slightly retooling
his sound and style to reflect the
band’s earlier period repertoire.

Ojeda’s work as orchestrator
reached thousands of listeners
when Chicago singer Joan Curto
hired him to write scores for
three massive Auditorium Thea-
tre shows she organized: “Cole
Porter 125 — A Birthday Celebra-
tion” (2016), “Ella & Lena: The
Ladies and Their Music” (2017)
and “Chicago Celebrates Sond-
heim!” (2019).

“I asked several musicians I
respected a lot: Who did the best

charts and orchestrations in the
city of Chicago?” said Curto. “And
unanimously, it was Bob Ojeda.

“He was invaluable to us. He
could tell us how a song would
work: How many horns, how
many strings, did we need percus-
sion? He was the leader in those
decisions.”

Ojeda also was deeply involved
in nurturing new generations of
musicians, partly through his
work with the jazz competition of
the Luminarts Cultural Founda-
tion at the Union League Club of
Chicago. 

“That was one thing he really
appreciated — the idea of reach-
ing out to young players,” said Gil
Ojeda.

Said trombonist Phillips,
“We’re all just brokenhearted.”

In addition to Gil Ojeda, Bob
Ojeda’s survivors include siblings
Liz, Ron and David Ojeda, and
sister Gloria Koller. 

A public memorial service will
be planned after the coronavirus
restrictions end, said Gil Ojeda.

Howard Reich is a Tribune critic.
hreich@chicagotribune.com

BOB OJEDA 1941-2020

Trumpeter was renaissance man of jazz
By Howard Reich

Singers Sarah Vaughan, Carmen McRae, Peggy Lee and Lena Horne turned to trumpeter Bob Ojeda to write arrangements and orchestrations.

KEN RICHMOND
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BONUS PUZZLE PAGE
An extra array of word games, search, Jumble and other tests to help you pass the time at home 

WORD SEARCH

TV CROSSWORD

  ACROSS
 1 Jon Cryer’s role on “Two and a 

Half Men”
 5 “Sanford and __”
 8 Like a poor excuse
 9 “__ Your Wagon”; Lee Marvin 

musical
 12 Yearned
 13 Actress Monica
 14 “__ for All Seasons”; Best 

Picture Oscar winner
 15 Cougars and Jaguars
 16 __ Chen of “Fresh Off the Boat”
 18 Money left for the waiter
 19 “Mr. Candid Camera”
 20 “Queen of Jazz”
 21 As blind as __
 23 Person
 24 Actress Russo
 25 Blister or boil
 26 Actress Miles and her 

namesakes
 28 LL __ J of “NCIS: Los Angeles”
 29 Actress Moran
 30 Pierre’s state: abbr.
 32 Bradley and O’Neill

35 “’__ Death”; Brad Garrett sitcom
 36 Ugandan tyrant Idi __
 37 Make a tiny cut
 38 Glenn and Eric
 40 NBC’s morning show
 41 “__ Barbara”; soap opera of the 

past
 42 __ Sher of “The Middle”
 43 Cochlea’s place
 44 In a __; stunned

  DOWN
 1 Actor __ Ballard
 2 Actress on “Once Upon a Time”
 3 Sherman Hemsley series
 4 “__ and Stacey”
 5 Polo or soccer
 6 Cheerios ingredients
 7 Word attached to wit or pick
 10 Nicholas Gonzalez’s role on “The 

Good Doctor”
 11 “The flowers that bloom in the 

spring, __...”
 12 Mr. Sajak
 13 Skillet
 15 As __ as a button
 17 Fabray, to friends
 19 Groupies
 20 Italy’s currency
 22 Actor Orson __
 23 Captain in “Peter Pan”
 25 Read over quickly
 26 Dr. Dolittle, for one
 27 Sevareid and Stonestreet
 30 Make a smudge worse
 31 Prefix for respect or robe
 33 Television journalist Sawyer
 34 “Austin Powers: The __ Who 

Shagged Me”; Mike Myers film
 36 Dog on “The Thin Man”
 37 Scotch and __; bar order
 39 “__ Life to Live”
 40 Role on “The Mary Tyler Moore 

Show”

Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle

(c) 2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES

BOGGLE

�

Solution to Saturdayʼs puzzle

Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

© 2018 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved. 2/12/18

Level: 1 2 3 4

SUDOKU

JUMBLE

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

DONPU

HYYLS

CLIPEO

REBYEZ

©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.
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Print answer here:

POUND SHYLYPOLICE BREEZY Jumbles:
Answer:The helicopter pilot who became a chef was

a — CHOPPER

ARROW WORDS

©2018 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 

12/2/18
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Today’s birthday (March 30): This year
blesses your career, status and influence.
Contribute to strengthen vital teamwork.
Professional triumphs inspire resolution
of a family plot twist. Expect shifting travel
conditions this summer, inspiring an indul-

gence in domestic joys. Changing news nextwinter leads an
investigation to discoveries. Realize a dream.
Aries (March 21-April 19): Today is a 7. Recharge at home.
Help your team score over the next sixweeks, withMars in
Aquarius. Anything seems possible together.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): 8.Move forward boldly. Advance
in your career, withMars inAquarius over the next six
weeks. Take leadership. Accept authority.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): 8.Wear comfortable shoes over the
next sixweeks,withMars inAquarius. Pursue travels, studies
and adventures. Follow the thread of a fascinating inquiry.
Cancer (June 21-July 22): 9. Take charge. Grow your shared
accounts, withMars inAquarius. Coordinate and implement
your plans together.Monitor investments, expenditures and
cash flow.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 8. Compromise for common goals.
Work together to get farther, withMars inAquarius for six
weeks. Support your partner and ask for helpwhen needed.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 9. Balancework and health, with
Mars inAquarius. Provide excellence and reap the benefits
over the next sixweeks. Nurture yourselfwith exercise and
good food.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 8. Follow your heart. Actions speak
louder thanwords, withMars inAquarius. Passion and cre-
ativity infuse the atmosphere. Fun is the name of the game.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 7. Study and research. Improve
your living conditions. Apply elbowgrease for home renova-
tion, organization and beautification. Pamper your family
with seasonal flavors and colors.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 7. Do your part. Learn difficult
material quickly,withMars inAquarius.Dig for the underly-
ing truth.Write, record and share your discoveries. Speak out.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 9.WithMars inAquarius for six
weeks,makeprofitable financialmoves.Wheel anddeal.Gen-
erate positive cash flow.Energize yourwork to growaccounts.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 9. Practice yourmoves. Take
bold, decisive action for a personal dream,withMars in your
sign. You’ve got the power! Steer a steady course.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 7. Create your vision.Make long-
termplans and priorities over the next sixweeks, withMars
inAquarius. Clean closets, garages and attics.

— Nancy Black, Tribune Content Agency

Dilbert By Scott Adams

Baby Blues By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

Zits By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

Mr. Boffo By Joe Martin

Frazz By Jef Mallett

Horoscopes

The Argyle Sweater By Scott Hilburn

Bridge

Bliss By Harry Bliss Classic Peanuts By Charles Schulz

Pickles By Brian Crane

Dick Tracy By Joe Staton and Mike Curtis

Animal Crackers By Mike Osbun

Prickly City By Scott Stantis

Here are the answers to the weekly quiz:

Q.1—Neither vulnerable, as South you hold:

♠ K Q 8 ♥ J 7 3 2 ♦ 5 4 ♣ Q 5 4 3

West North East South

1♠ Dbl Pass 2♥

Pass 3♥ Pass ?

What call would you make?

A.1—This hand was almost worth a jump to 3H at your last

turn. Bid 4H.

Q.2—North-South vulnerable, as South you hold:

♠ A J 6 ♥ 9 4 2 ♦ J 8 7 4 ♣ K Q J

Right-hand opponent opens 1H. What call would you make?

A.2—This is an automatic pass. Just thinking would be an

overbid.

Q.3—East-West vulnerable, as South, you hold:

♠ Q J 8 ♥ 7 6 5 2 ♦ K 9 6 ♣ A 8 6

North East South West

1♦ 2♣ Dbl* Pass

2♥ Pass ?

*Negative

What call would you make?

A.3—Don’t be aggressive with 4-3-3-3 distribution. Pass.

Q.4—Both vulnerable, as South, you hold:

♠ J 10 9 8 5 4 ♥ Q 5 ♦ K J 9 5 ♣ 3

North East South West

1NT Pass 2♥* Pass

2♠ Pass ?

*Transfer to spades

What call would you make?

A.4—This is a hand to be aggressive with. Bid 4S.

— Bob Jones
tcaeditors@tribpub.com
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Jumble
Unscramble the four Jumbles, one letter per square, to
form fourwords. Then arrange the circled letters to form
the surprise answer, as suggested by this cartoon.

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek. © 2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
All rights reserved.

Sudoku

By The Mepham Group

© 2020. Distributed by

Tribune Content Agency,

LLC. All rights reserved.

3/30

Answerhere

Saturday’s answers

Complete the grid
so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box in
bold borders contains
every digit 1 to 9.

Saturday’s
solutions

Dustin By Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

For Better or for Worse By Lynn Johnston

Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall

Hägar the Horrible By Chris Browne

Mutts By Patrick McDonnell

Crossword 3/30

Across
1 Run __ of the law: get in
trouble

6 Seized SUV, say
10 Pumpkin dessert
13 Style
15Wind instrument in

Donovan’s “Jennifer
Juniper”

16 “__ ideas?”
17 Studio feature that

produces reverb
19GPS choice
20AFLpartner
21 Pool-filling aid
22 Spa sigh
23 Fifty percent
25Very popularmovie

star, e.g.
30Advanced in age
33Museumof

Natural __
34Goat’s cry
35 Pasta sauce brand
36 Poe’s “Annabel __”

37 2017Day-Lewis film
withmultipleOscar
nominations

41 Truemaster
42Days, toDiego
43 FamousDowning

Street address
44Bone-muscle

connectors
46LikemoodyRomantic

heroes, as first
described in theworks
of a British lord

50Talk Like a PirateDay
greeting

52Centers of activity
53 Before, to poets
54Untidy condition
57 __VanWinkle
58 SassyWest
59 Last leg of a race ... or

a hint to the circled
letters

63 SUV’s “U,” briefly
64 “Easy to BeHard”

musical
65Way out of jail
66 Ed.’s backlog
67 “Don’tmove, Rover!”
68More sensible

Down
1 “Cocoon” co-starDon
2 Spa skin-care
treatment

3Waiting for a phone
rep,maybe

4Tresmenos dos
5 Solidarity’sWalesa
6 Juliet’s love

7Tidal reflux
8 “Nevermore” poet
9 Poet’s contraction
10Geometry curve
11 Losingmoney,

colorfully
12Organwith a pupil
14 Letter after pi
18 Pallid
22Check no.
24National Preparedness

Month org.
26 “Is __ legal?”
27 First of two nearly

identicalwords to a
tucked-in tot

28 Loan shark
29Whiskey grain
31Hit-or-miss
32RitaMoreno, e.g.
35Apt. ad count
37Warms in advance
38Award recipients
39Hops kiln
40Organic compound
41 School support org.
45Color, as hair
46Tournament passes
47McAfee rival
48 Frozen spike
49Codedwriting
51Nail-filing board
55Car care brand
56Mex. ladies
58 “Theword” in

silence
59 FDAoverseer
60Breakfast grain
61Hammof soccer
62 Important period

By Annemarie Brethauer. Edited by
Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis.
© 2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Saturday’s solution

WuMo By Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Sherman’s Lagoon By Jim Toomey

Brewster Rockit: Space Guy! By Tim Rickard

Broom-Hilda By Russell Myers

JumbleCrosswordTriviaBits

By David L. Hoyt.

Almost all the
residents of
what islandare
descendents of
the crewof the
HMSBounty?
A)Ascension

Island
B) Pitcairn

Island
C)RapaNui

(Easter
Island)

D)Tortola
Saturday’s an-
swer: The comic
book industry
annual awards
are named for
Will Eisner.
© 2020 Leslie Elman.
Dist. by Creators.com




